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Chairman’s Report  

We live in very strange times! This was written in the last days of April with the 
present situation still too unresolved to be able to know when and where it is 
going to end. I would wish to avoid that somewhat endearing human attribute 
of trying to second guess what the future holds on this occasion. 

So, for something entirely different. Back in 2009, I, somewhat foolishly, put 
my hand up and offered to fill the then non-existent role of society archivist. 
Since then I have avidly been collecting anything that I can lay my hands on 
that has reference to the society and the SUC system. 

The archive now holds the complete records of all council meetings (including 
all the meetings from the original Shrewsbury and Newport Canal 
Association), as well as all editions of the society's magazine and a plethora 
of assorted reports, correspondence, work party reports and other paperwork 
from numerous organisations that have an interest in the SUC system and the 
Montgomery Canal. 

It would be fair to say that the society now holds a pretty comprehensive 
collection of archive material, but with one major exception, in that all the 
above paperwork is missing the 'human touch'. I would hope that this present 
“home bound” situation would give all of you, who have so generously given 
of your time in the past to aid and abet the society, can now find the time to 
put down in writing, what you remember of your past endeavours. 

The content could include, when and how did you join, what role were you 
'encouraged' to take on or what events (good or bad) stick out in your mind. In 
fact, anything that gives details of your personal work to enhance the canals 
in whatever capacity. I would gratefully receive any form of communication - 
email, letter or even memory sticks, so that the archive then holds a much 
more complete picture of the past.   

I take this opportunity to thank you in advance for your help with this and 
finally wish you all good health in the present circumstances. 

       Rich Hamp, SUCS Chairman 

Editorial 

After a long, wet winter, we were all looking forward to the new boating    
season. We had put plans in place to go out on our boat just before Easter, 
but our plans were thwarted by the onset of lockdown by the spread of  
Covid-19, which as we all know is merciless in its  
targeting of the human race!  
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It was not long before we turned our thoughts to the Summer edition of  
Cuttings and wondering what we could possibly find to include in the    
magazine, bearing in mind that all the events planned for the spring      
were cancelled. With no news from these and no Working Parties or       
volunteer programmes, it was looking as though there may not be a      
magazine at all. 

However, we have received some updates together with some other articles 
and with some creative thinking, we have been able to put together a  
shortened version of Cuttings. Whilst we always endeavour to ensure that 
our articles relate fully to the SUCS network, we hope that you will forgive 
us on this occasion, for including some more general articles, although of 
course, they do also apply to the Shroppie and the rest of the SUCS       
network. 

In this edition, we have an article written by one of the businesses on the 
network, where they are looking into how they see the future of the boating 
world, a very interesting story as to how the Shropshire Union Canal      
Society was formed, plus the planned events that are in place after the 
shutdown has ended. 

We hope that you enjoy this somewhat abridged version of working to the 
“unusual”!  

Rod & Carol Hamilton-King 

Editors of Cuttings 

    Snippets from The Shroppie 

 Great news that Hurleston locks have reopened, although sad we will 
not be able to use them until later this season.  

 Congratulations to Overwater Marina - celebrating their 10th            
anniversary, & great to see the team supporting their customers right 
now. 

 Drama at Tower Wharf in Chester when a car rolled into the water!! No 
one was hurt but the incident drew quite a crowd. 

 More car related drama in Newport when a suspected drink-driver    
reversed her car into he canal near Water Lane. Luckily she was not 
hurt despite her car landing upside down in the old lock! 

 Hire boats are due to make a welcome return to the Monty this year! 
Whittington Wharf Narrowboats plan to have one of the fleet based at 
Welshpool to cruise the currently landlocked section, with plans for a 
day boat later in the year. 
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The Shroppie through a lens 

Stuart France, a keen      
photographer, lives aboard 
his boat taking full           
advantage of the many 
chances to create          
memorable photographs of 
our beautiful canal network. 
Here is a small selection 
from SUCS canals. 

Market Drayton at dusk 

Talbot Wharf 

Wrenbury Lift Bridge 

Audlem Lock 10 

 

Thanks to Stuart for granting 
permission to print. 

All photos ©  Stuart France 
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Bridge 65 reopens 

 

In the spring issue we 

reported the extensive 

damage to Bridge 65 in 

Market Drayton. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

This edition brings happier 

news; the bridge (known    

locally as Orwell’s bridge or 

Victoria Wharf bridge) is fully        

reopened, faster than many 

thought possible so thank you 

to CRT for a speedy job . 

 

 

 

 

There are some beautifully detailed  coping 

stones topping the bridge wall. Photo ©  Carol 

Hamilton-King  

  

Coping stones 

Road side. Photo ©  Carol Hamilton-King 

View from the towpath. Photo ©  Philip Turnock 
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“Many years ago, in the early 1960’s, when there was a Shrewsbury  and 
Newport Canal Association, two of the members were   walking part   of its 
course. It was obvious, looking at where the canal had been, that  the  
chances of getting it reopened were zero – large tracts had been   sold off, 
filled in and ploughed over, roads were level, where bridges  had been    
demolished.  One of those members said to the other “We  must make sure 
that this never happens to the Shroppie”.  After a little more walking, and a 
little more talking, the suggestion sprang up – let’s form a Shropshire Union 
Canal Society. And so it came to happen! 
 
One of those two members was Harry Arnold, who lived on the canal at  
Norbury and went on to become well known in the world of waterways; the 
other lived within a stone’s throw at Cheswardine-that was me! 
 
Working with the basis of the existing association, the SUCS quickly took 
shape; several well-known figures came on board and we were given      
encouragement by British Waterways. Membership soon became quite 
healthy and it was decided to publish a magazine which we named 
‘Cuttings’. In my professional life my company had an offset litho unit and an 
artist, so I became editor, designer, publisher and printer.  Compared with 
today’s splendid magazine it was very homespun, but what we lacked in 
professionalism, we made up for with enthusiasm. 
 
Some fifteen years after inception I moved away from the area and a long 
way from the Shroppie, but now, some sixty years later,  I still have a soft 
spot for those ‘good old days’ – finding a sunken Icebreaker, which we        
re-floated and dragged along to the main canal to become a museum piece 
and starting work on our first lock, at Welshpool if my flagging memory 
serves me correctly. 
 
I hope the SUCS keeps going for another sixty years, and well beyond!” 
 
                                                                                                    John Battison 

From a founder member     

We were delighted to receive this email from a founder member of SUCS! 

Covid-19 disclaimer      

Whilst every effort has been made by your editors to ensure the      
validity of articles and dates, please be aware that due to the rapidly 
changing landscape some information may have changed. All          
information correct at time of going to press. 
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Gnosall news 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In these strange times, the winter work done by Gnosall Towpath          
Restoration feels a long time away and last year’s C-fest feels a lifetime 
ago. We will make a decision on this year’s C-fest at the end of May, but 
the planned itinerary is shown below. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
There are a couple of ongoing issues in 
the village, but with everything else going 
on, they pale into insignificance.         
Unfortunately, the tunnel steps are     
broken and some piling has collapsed. 
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On a more positive note, some of our 
earlier work is beginning to look 
splendid in the spring sunshine. 
Please enjoy the pictures, stay safe 
and visit Gnosall again when it is 
possible. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gnosall C-fest 2020 (17/19 

July)  

Please check the website and 
programme as details progress 
www.gnosallcanalfestival.co.uk  
 
 
 
 
 
Historic Talks in the Methodist Hall                                    Sat only 
Trading Boats along the Towpath:     Fri  -  Sun 
At least 5 Bands over 3 days at two great pubs:    Fri  -  Sun  
Historic Boats along the towpath:     Sat  - Sun 
Festival Garden - Canal societies, Teas and more:   Sat  - Sun 
The Boat Inn - open for fine food, drink and more:   Fri  -  Sun 
The Navigation Inn - open for fine food, drink and more:  Fri  -  Sun   
Free Public boat trips.        Sat  - Sun 

 

Barry Witts 
 Gnosall Towpath Restoration 

http://www.gnosallcanalfestival.co.uk
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In line with Government guidance, CRT issued guidance for all canal users.  

Boaters who are not currently occupying their boat must not visit or take 
short trips or breaks on their boat at this time. Those living aboard are 
strongly advised to limit their navigation, moving only a minimal amount to 
access essential facilities or services when necessary, or to move along to a 
quieter mooring if they are finding the towpath too busy. The requirement for 
continuous cruisers to move their boats every 14 days has been suspended 
until further notice. Visitors wishing to use the canal network for walking,  
running or cycling are asked to consider social distancing and not to use the 
towpath where there are moored boats, if at all possible. 

We ask everyone to be considerate and make sure that vital boater facilities 
and services are accessible to all those that need them.  We will be doing 
whatever we can to support our customers and protect the waterways so we 
can return to enjoying them fully when the crisis is over. 

In response to the ongoing crisis, the Canal & River Trust is extending all 
boat licences by one month. All boat licences that are due to expire at the 
end of April will be extended by one month to run until the end of May.  All 
other current boat licences will be similarly extended by a month from their 
current expiry date.  We will review the situation on an ongoing basis. 

Richard Parry, chief executive of the Canal & River Trust, comments: “We 
are living through unprecedented times and I know that many of our boating 
customers will be very anxious about the virus and the impact it is having on 
all our lives. The Trust is acutely aware that the impact on boaters – whether 
living aboard and remaining on the boat for long periods, or a leisure boater 
who cannot access their boat or use the network – is very disruptive.  

“Whilst we’ve cut back activity on the network in line with government advice, 
we’re working to keep it available and safe and to be ready to bring it back to 
life when the crisis passes and boating can resume again.  In the meantime, 
we have been doing a range of things to assist boaters during the pandemic; 
supporting those who are most vulnerable, in high-risk groups or suffering 
financial hardship and providing assistance to the many boating businesses 
whose incomes have been so affected by the crisis. 

“The Trust is facing significant financial challenges of our own, so whilst we’d 
invite those who can afford it to ‘donate’ their extra month licence fee back to 
the Trust, I hope the licence extension reflects our recognition of the         
restrictions that all boaters are suffering during these unprecedented times.” 

The full message from Richard Parry, sent to recipients of the Trust’s     
Boaters Update, is available online. 

CRT - Coronavirus Advice 
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Overview of North West boundary 

 Close detail of  North West boundary 

CRT North West Boundary 

https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/enjoy-the-waterways/boating/boating-blogs-and-features/the-boaters-update/boaters-update-24-april-2020
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From the news archives 

The Cheshire Observer on 21 August 1948  

Boats booked to middle of October 

Many inland water enthusiasts are using the Shropshire Union Canal as a 
miniature broads, an official of the canal company at Tower Wharf, Chester, 
told our reporter this week. He said that many people with their own          
motorboats have used the canal this summer for holiday cruises. All that is 
necessary is a permit and the paying of the tolls at the various locks. 

Mr G F Wain, Rowton Bridge Managing Director, Inland Cruising Association, 
in an interview said, ‘We have been booked up since Easter and our season 
will not end until the middle of October.’ The Association have four            
motorboats – two for four persons and two for two persons – and Mr Wain 
stated that early in the spring one of his boats went as far as Ellesmere and 
even further, to within a mile of Llangollen. 

‘Mostly the hirers get down to Market Drayton and Wolverhampton and some 
arrange to carry on in the Worcestershire Canal and the Trent and Mersey 
Canal. We issue a lock pass on hiring a boat out which covers the boat once 
up and down the canal. The usual period of hire is one week or a fortnight. 
Record business has been done this summer,’ said Mr Wain. 

Stretton Aqueduct 1954 

Birmingham Daily Post 5 November 1954 

While workmen repaired the Stretton Aqueduct which carries the Shropshire 
Union Canal over the road, a small section of the main London-Holyhead 
road [the A5 Watling Street] at Stretton, west of Gailey, was closed           
yesterday. 

Damage had been caused when the high load of a lorry struck an arch of the 
bridge nine days ago and fractured a 2 inch thick cast-iron beam. Other less 
serious fractures were also discovered, due to similar incidents. 

An engineer of the Docks and Inland Waterways explained that the repair 
was of some urgency for if the tank carrying the water was fractured, serious 
flooding would occur as the locks on this stretch of canal are more than eight 
miles apart. 

Yesterday traffic was diverted through country roads, but it is expected that 
single-line working will be in operation today. The aqueduct was built in 1832 
by Thomas Telford. 

Jan Johnstone 

More gems from bygone newspapers uncovered by Jan Johnstone 
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   Brain of Monty Quiz 2020 

I put an item in the last Cuttings regarding the Brain of Monty quiz and      
several of you have sent in your money to Dawn for copies of the quiz, so 
thank You. 

The Restore the Montgomery Appeal usually sells the quiz at fundraising 
events which are now, of course, cancelled.  Whilst we are in lockdown why 
not send in the money for a copy of the quiz so you can pass a bit of time 
quizzing?   

You can have hours of fun deciphering the MONTY clues - however there is 
a change this year as numbers 18 and 32 have MONT in the question rather 
than the answer; but remember if not in the question then MONT must       
appear in the answer.    

Apart from the prestige of winning the coveted title of 'Brain of Monty 2020' 
for which you will need perfect vision, you could also win the £25 prize, all for 
just £1.  Why not give it a go and join the elite group of 'Brain of Monty'     
enthusiasts?  The proceeds will go towards the restoration of the two miles of 
the Montgomery Canal from Crickheath to Llanymynech as part of the       
RESTORE THE MONTGOMERY CANAL! appeal.  

The winner will be announced in December on 
www.restorethemontgomerycanal.uk  

PLEASE PLEASE HELP US 

Are you willing to sell copies of the quiz?  It would be fantastic if every    
member of the Society could buy/sell just 5 copies. If you are willing please 
send: 

SAE (A5 16 x 23cm) plus £1 for a single copy or 

SAE (as above) plus £5 and sell the other copies to family and friends or 

SAE plus £1 and a donation to help the canal restoration 

From past experience £1 coins travel easily through the post, suitably 
wrapped.  However, notes and cheques are far safer.  Cheques should be 
made payable to: Restore the Montgomery Canal and sent to:  Brain of 
Monty Quiz, Wyndcliff, Pen-y-Garreg Lane, Pant, Oswestry, SY10 8JS.     

Closing date for entries is 1
st

 December 2020 

Yes, we really do need your help to reach the target of selling 1000 copies - 
just think of what your contribution will do for the restoration project. 

Gill Robertson 

http://www.restorethemontgomerycanal.uk
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RICHARD POTTER LTD 
 

Supplier of Quality Hardwoods, Softwoods and Sheet Materials to 

many Narrowboat Owners 

 

We always have large stocks of veneered and marine plywood 

together with extensive stocks of other sheets, hardwoods, etc. 

We offer a full cutting to size and machining service. 

Local delivery service. 

 

Millstone Lane, Nantwich, Cheshire CW5 5PN 

Telephone 01270 625791 Fax 01270 610483 

 

Monday - Friday 8:00 am to 5:00 pm 

Saturday 8:30 am to 4:30 pm 

Sunday (stock and shop sales only) 10:00 am to 1:00 pm 

 

Website address www.fortimber.demon.co.uk 

E-mail richardpotter@fortimber.demon.co.uk 
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Restoration Update Summer 
It would nice to be able to record that the works during the first half of 2020 
had resulted in substantial progress on construction of the Phase 2 channel. 
Alas, you know what put a stop to all that.  A large chunk of the work on any 
construction project takes place off site. For this reason, despite the       
shutdown of the site, there is still a lot of progress to report. 

Let’s get the gloom out of the way 
first. Having spent the  autumn 
and winter doing all of the     
preparation work for the channel 
works it was  disappointing, to put 
it mildly, that we managed only 
one work party in March before 
the plug was pulled. During those 
four days earthmoving was start-
ed and work commenced on the            
all-important land drain in the bed 
of the channel.  The Society took 
the inevitable decision to        
suspend work parties on 17

th
 

March. This wiped out a run of 
five planned fortnightly work  par-

ties though April and May which 
were intended to recover some 
of the time lost during last year’s 
‘curfew’ caused by the newt  
exclusion work. With no        
prospect of resumption of work 
on the horizon the pessimistic 
prognosis is that there is a real 
possibility that by the end of 
2020 we will have managed six 
months work in the channel in 
the last two years.  In a more 
optimistic vein an earlier return 
to action might be possible if we 
were to adopt some of the   
modified working practices        
developed recently in some  
areas of the construction       
industry. We have to wait to see 
how things pan out.  

 Installing the drain sump with channel 
bed treatment in the distance 

Preliminary Channel shaping 

http://www.fortimber.demon.co.uk
mailto:richardpotter@fortimber.demon.co.uk
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The good news is that the 
long process of ground   
investigation, laboratory 
studies, design proposals 
and numerous consultations 
is now finished. A            
geotechnics report, which 
describes the ground     
conditions, and the final  
design for the Phase 2 
channel have both been 
issued. The design has the 
twin aims of addressing the 
ground conditions and being 
realisable by a volunteer 
workforce. The geotechnics 
report makes it clear that 
majority of Phase 2 has a 
deep bed of peat             
underneath it, and other 
areas have equally         
unpleasant water bearing 
gravels, running sands and 
loams.   As can be seen 
from a walk along the     
towpath in this area, heavy 
structures such as the 
banks have subsided into 
the peat over the years.  

 

The design challenge was to produce a channel construction that will not 
subside when the restored canal is in use. Because of the variety of ground 
conditions the design includes bespoke bank constructions for the many and 
various ground types. The upshot of this is the channel/bank configurations 
vary markedly along the length of Phase 2 due to both the different bank 
constructions and the need to fit these into the available land.  The computer 
generated image of the channel (the viewpoint is from the LAF towards 
Crickheath) shows this variation which will require considerable attention to 
detail to build accurately.  Note that the design includes a constant width 
navigable channel.   

 

 

 

 

 

Geotechnics report (Courtesy Arcadis and 
CRT) 
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The first stage of actual construction is to make the bed of the channel strong 
enough to take the weight of the excavators and dumpers. This is done by 
mixing cement into the peat and covering it with geogrid and imported stone. 
This work had started before our enforced break. The banks will be 
constructed of layers of compacted earth and imported stone held together by 
geogrid.  The latter is a very strong fabric mesh which when placed 
horizontally prevents the bank spreading under load. In areas of particularly 
poor ground the banks will be initially be constructed to a height which takes 
account of the predicted subsidence over the next 25 years.  In some places 
this will be in excess of two metres above the existing towpath level. The 
banks will then be loaded for six months using water filled containers (IBCs in 
the jargon) stacked on the top of the bank. These are visible on the computer 
generated image. The loads have been calculated to cause the equivalent of 
25 years of subsidence in six months and which will be irreversible. We will 
be responsible for on-site testing of the soil which will form the banks and for 
monitoring of the rate of settlement of the loaded banks. After the banks have 
settled within prescribed limits the loads will be removed. Only at this point 
will the channel be shaped and lined in a manner similar to that used in 
Phase 1. As can be appreciated the work that we are about to undertake is a 
very complex bit of engineering. Work of this nature is not usually done by 
volunteers. However we are confident that with the well thought out design, 
the right materials and equipment and support from CRT and the designers, 
the talents of our workforce will see us through.  We look forward to this 
future challenge – whenever that may be! 

                              David Carter 

Restoration Update - cont 

Phase 2 channel: This image/data is provided for illustrative purposes only 
and should not be relied upon as a description of the site or condition. 
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Dates for your Diary - 2020 

Floating Markets go online!! 

As with many other businesses, the floating markets that ply their trade along 
the Shroppie and other canals particularly during the summer months are 
finding new ways to adapt to the current situation and will be holding online 
markets for the next couple of months. Full details on their  website and          
Facebook page. 

Month Date What Where Notes 

July 17-19 Canal Festival Gnosall   

August 22-23 Canal Festival Whitchurch   

August/ 
September 

29-31     
&1 

Lockwind - Fundraiser 
for SUCS 

New Marton,        
Llangollen Canal 

TBC 

September 25-27 
Folk & Boat Festival 
inc Floating Market 

Middlewich   

          

A sadly depleted list of events, with many festivals, fundraisers, forums and 
even the ever popular Monty Triathlon being cancelled. Some events have 
been  postponed until later in the year and we very much hope they will be 
able to proceed.  

As decisions on all types of events are quite fluid at the moment please    
ensure you check with the organisers before setting off! 
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With a new decade starting, the Aqueduct Marina team at Church Minshull in 
Cheshire have looked at the changing ways of buying through a brokerage . 

Ten years ago, boats were listed by brokers in adverts in boating magazines 
individually, which at the time, was the main way for buyers to search for 
boats for sale. This put a lot of boats in front of many potential buyers in a 
cost-effective way for brokers, but unfortunately, printed press lead times 
could be so long that on many occasions, boats had been sold before 
publications went to print! 

Social media was still very new at the time for the marine industry and now, in 
hindsight, was an undervalued sales tool. Most brokerages had a website 
with boats listed, but customers were much less accustomed and less 
confident to do their boat “shopping” online. At the time, customers would visit 
websites to view boats after seeing them advertised in the press. However, 
the buyer would then visit many different brokerages and view several boats 
before finding the right one. Today, very few brokerages list boats individually 
in printed adverts, but instead brokers and boat builders use advertising to 
promote their business brand, often designed to attract 
the boat vendor as much as a buyer. 

  

Aqueducts’ vision for brokers 
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Aqueducts’ vision - cont 

In most cases boats are initially viewed by potential buyers on the internet, 
either by visiting brokerage websites or other industry websites. Boat sales 
social media feeds for newly listed boats is now top of the list when           
researching a purchase. 

Presently, buyers are visiting brokerages having already seen the boats on 
the internet and are fully briefed on the boat details. Their visit is primarily to 
reassure themselves that the boat is what it purports to be and that the      
selling brokerage or marina is professional in its approach.  

Fast forward to 2030, the move away from printed press to online advertising 
is likely to continue to grow. It is our view that possibly, the only publications 
remaining will be magazines with a strong online readership, although we 
cannot be certain of this. 

At Aqueduct we are already seeing certain places becoming “hot spots” for 
brokerages, such as the Nantwich area, with several good brokerages within 
easy reach. These hot spots are likely to continue to grow where there are 
both excellent transport links and canals in one area, resulting in buyers    
being prepared to travel and stay locally, whilst possibly visiting several         
brokerages in one day. This could well be to the benefit of all the brokers and 
marinas on the local hot spot circuit and may result in outlying smaller       
brokerages struggling to attract both buyers and sellers. 

It may be that we could see an emergence of “super brokers”, who like car 
supermarkets, will be able to provide the widest range or quality boats on one 
site. These so called “super brokers” could also have the potential to offer 
finance packages, surveying facilities and engineering support services at 
one site that will provide reassurance to both buyers and sellers.  

It is possible that new boat builders may increasingly use these “super      
brokerages” as a sales showroom and place stock boats for sale in these      
outlets, enabling builders to focus on building boats and the brokerage 
providing the buyer with the “touch-and-feel” element of the purchase. 

We hope to see a boat ownership (V5 style) document created, to enable 
proof of boat ownership more straight forward. We may also see boat      
ownership and finance change, just as the car market has, by moving away 
from traditional ownership to lease hire and Personal Contract Purchase 
(PCP). As a result, it is likely that the boat ownership may be with the marina 
or finance house and the boat buyer is renting/leasing for a number of years, 
while they operate the boat.  

These leasing PCP ownership models could potentially be linked to mooring 
fees and service packages, giving a truly all-inclusive boat price, with the 
ownership model as we understand it today becoming 
the exception rather than the rule. 
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Cheshire Cat Narrowboat Holidays 
 
Hire one of our comfortable, 2 - 8 berth narrowboats 
to explore the beautiful canals of Cheshire, 
Shropshire and North Wales.  Take the trip of a 
lifetime over the world-famous Pontcysyllte Aqueduct, 
visit historic Chester, the Anderton Boat Lift or cruise 
around the Four Counties or Cheshire Rings. 
Based at Overwater Marina, just north of Audlem. 
 

Full tuition given, pets welcome at no extra charge. 
 

www.cheshirecatnarrowboats.co.uk 
Call 07867 790195 for more details. 
 

Cheshire Cat Training 
Narrowboat Handling courses to suit all abilities.  Half
-day basic boat handling, RYA Inland Waterways 
Helmsman and Inland Waterways Crew certificates, 
two day Life Afloat courses. 
 

Phone 07867 790195 for details of our next course. 
 
www.cheshirecattraining.co.uk 

M & L Canal Services 
 

• Boat Safety Scheme Examinations and remedial work 

• Breakdown and Call-out service 

• Engine Servicing and repairs 

• Plumbing and Electrical work 

• LPG gas installations, testing and repairs  

• Gas Safe registered 
 
Call Mark on 07970 384047 

http://www.canalcontracting.co.uk/
http://www.cheshirecatnarrowboats.co.uk
http://www.cheshirecattraining.co.uk
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To relieve the boredom during the lockdown, a friend has sent me pictures 
as quiz questions. It is obvious that he knows his canals better than I do, so 
I hope you can sympathise with my difficulty in identifying a long-demolished 
bridge on the Bermuda Arm or a wheeled boat on Lord Rolle’s Canal. How 
was I to know that a picture of a now-closed railway line crossing a river in a 
featureless landscape was the River Wye in the middle of Herefordshire?  In 
the circumstances I was quite chuffed to get half marks! However, you may 
think they aren’t obscure at all: indeed, you may belong to the Rolle Canal 
and Northern Devon Waterways Society - if so, my apologies. 

 

One of the disappointments of the Covid-19 outbreak has been the 
cancellation of so many events, including the Restoration Conference 
organised by IWA & CRT. It’s a great way to find out what is going on 
across the world of canal restoration, of which the Montgomery is a 
distinguished part.  www.RestoreTheMontgomeryCanal.uk/covid-19.html If 
you look at the Inland Waterways Association’s online Restoration page you 
will see no less than 40 restoration projects across England and Wales. 

 

The strength of this movement was to be demonstrated at the House of 
Commons, where the Montgomery Canal Partnership was invited to make a 
presentation to the All-Party Parliamentary Group on Waterways. It was also 
when Craig Williams, Montgomeryshire’s new MP and now a Vice-President 
of the Montgomery Waterway Restoration Trust, had secured an 
adjournment debate on restoration. Sadly, both were lost when the 
restrictions came in.  

 

The range of active restorations is recorded in the Waterway Recovery 
Group magazine, Navvies, which reports on working parties and other 
events and lists regular canal society working parties, including SUCS of 
course. Under normal circumstances, I estimate that each month sees up to 
200 working party days across restorations (probably fewer in winter), not to 
mention the CRT adoption groups listed separately.   

 

The Montgomery has many advantages. In addition to assured ownership, 
there is an assured water supply and it has great wildlife value. It also has 
one of the best collections of canal-age structures, locks have been restored 
and it is part of the Welsh borderland canal route from the World Heritage 
Site at Llangollen down to Newtown connecting market towns, heritage 
railways, long-distance footpaths, National Trust 
properties and ancient earthworks and castles.   

 

 

 

Restoration in current climate 
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It’s worth adding that the Montgomery is one of our best-loved restorations. 
You can see this from the support for Society work parties and the Triathlon 
which bring some participants many miles to join others who live nearby. Not 
only well-loved, but a significant part of the story of canal restoration which 
goes back seventy years. The latest edition of Navvies includes a detailed 
account of the Montgomery story by Martin Ludgate. The magazine also has 
an account of this year’s Society work parties. 

www.RestoreTheMontgomeryCanal.uk/history.html   

 
We still hope that there will be events later this year at which we can       
promote the restoration and the appeal. We would welcome help on board 
the ‘Daniel Adamson’ at the Anderton Boat Lift for the Restoration Showcase 
on 22/23 August and at Shrewsbury Steam Rally on 30/31 August. Currently 
on hold is an invitation from HSBC to present displays in its branches in 
Oswestry, Welshpool and Newtown. We will be looking for any members in 
the area to help by spending some time at each to tell people about the   
canal and why you support it, hopefully to be rewarded with a donation in 
our collecting bucket The bank is keen to support the restoration and we 
really need your support! 

 
We also hope that some of the preliminary works at Schoolhouse Bridge can 
take place later this year before the main work in 2021. If you would like to 
know how exciting this will be, why not have a look at          
www.youtube.com/watch?v=pQbBxY3BmSI   

 
Michael Limbrey  

michael.limbrey@waterways.org.uk   

Historic Boats donated to SNCT 

Roger White, the owner of a pair of historic working boats - Bainton & 
Berkhamstead - has gifted the pair to Shrewsbury & Newport Canal Trust. 
The pair were built in 1936 by Harland & Wolff. They are a pair of Town Class 
or Large Woolwich boats designed specifically to work together, and are one 
of only 24 pairs made. 

The moving of the boats has been affected by the current restrictions, with 
trustees David Ray & Phil Jones taking on the job of moving them. The plan 
after the boats are restored is to use them for publicity at various boat rallies 
before mooring them at Wappenshall possibly for use as floating classrooms. 

http://www.RestoreTheMontgomeryCanal.uk/covid-19.html
http://www.RestoreTheMontgomeryCanal.uk/history.html
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pQbBxY3BmSI
mailto:michael.limbrey@waterways.org.uk
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 Now you see it!!! 

Membership News 

Members are reminded that annual subs are due on July 1
st
. Subs are 

unchanged from last year: £10 for single, joint or family membership, £5 for 
junior membership and £200 for life membership. For those of you who are 
life members or who have already set up a standing order, you don’t need to 
do anything. Please can everybody else do one of the following: 

• Post your subs to me at the below address; please make cheques 
payable to The Shropshire Union Canal Society 

• Make a one-off BACS transfer to the Shropshire Union Canal Society 
bank account: Sort Code is 55-50-05; Account Number is 01630962; 
Reference should be your membership number 

• Set up a Standing Order for July 1
st
 every year in favour of the 

Shropshire Union Canal Society bank account: Sort Code is 55-50-05; 
Account Number is 01630962; Reference should be your membership 
number 

• Ask me for a Standing Order form using the below contact details. 

Membership administration will be easier and the society will save on postage 
costs if you can provide me with an email address if you haven’t already done 
so - please email me as per the below if you are happy for communication on 
membership matters to be sent via email rather than by post. Note that 
Cuttings will still be sent to you in paper form (unless you explicitly request 
that it is emailed to you). You can contact me about any membership matter 
at 42, Foyle Road, Blackheath, SE3 7RH, telephone 07920 708255 and email 
sucsmemsec@gmail.com  

Richard Feeney 

 

A by-product of the lack of 

boat movements is the   clarity 

of our canals. Shown here is 

the infamous “Shroppie Shelf” 

clearly  visible. Photo taken by 

Chris Parry, near Barbridge.  

http://www.nantwichmarina.co.uk/
mailto:sucsmemsec@gmail.com
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Schoolhouse Bridge 

 

 

Despite the current coronavirus social distancing requirements, preparation 
for a start on site in August of this year has continued. The design and  
planning are complete and Health and Safety documentation is being     
finalised, but now we need to put together a workforce.   

We have an experienced management team, which gives Montgomery   
Canal Restoration Ltd (MCRL) the confidence to take on the roles of      
Principal Designer and Principal Contractor, as defined in the Construction, 
Design and Management Regulations - quite a challenge for an               
organisation led by volunteers. 

Now we need to build the construction labour force. This will comprise a mix 
of skilled specialist volunteers such as carpenters, steel fixers and        
bricklayers. Specialist subcontractors are required for prefabricated        
reinforced concrete arch sections of the bridge and general volunteers to 
support them to carry out general ground works and landscaping. 

 

This year’s tasks involve setting up the site in preparation for major         
excavation and building the bridge in 2021. We will clear the site of        
vegetation, erect fences and modify public access around the site, creating 
a temporary road diversion, modifying land drainage etc. An important task 
is also to divert a water main. 

For the main project next year, we are looking for specialised volunteers to 
join the project to: 

• drive excavators and dumpers to excavate the site in March/April 

• in May/June prepare for concreting  

• to brick the faces of the bridge in July and September, either side of 
three weeks of WRG work camps. 

 

At the same time, we need a team to be on hand for general site duties. 
This team will ideally be drawn from a larger group so that the work can be 
shared from week to week. The site team will receive deliveries and arrange 
for them to be positioned where needed. They will then prepare work areas 
for the specialised volunteers, helping said volunteers when on site,     
keeping the site tidy and carrying out any necessary non-skilled work to 
keep the project going. 
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Schoolhouse Bridge looking west 

 

Of course, there could be an overlap with general site team members being 
part of the specialised teams and we are keen to offer training to help with 
any of these tasks. 

 

Would you like to be part of our volunteer team to work on site from time to 
time?  If you already join Society work parties please don’t stop because that 
work is important too, but we’d be delighted to see you if you would like to 
help build the new Schoolhouse Bridge as well. 

 

We understand that planning outdoor activities is difficult at the moment, but 
please don’t let that be a barrier to registering an interest in working with the 
Schoolhouse bridge team 

 

Don’t worry if you haven’t done this kind of thing before. We will provide    
induction training, personal protective equipment and all the tools necessary. 

 

Register your interest by email to  Michael Limbrey or Ken Jackson;                    
michael.limbrey@waterways.org.uk   kgjackson@btinternet.com  

 
Ken Jackson 

mailto:micahel@limbrey.net
mailto:kgjackson@btinternet.com
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For obvious reasons these dates may be subject to change at short notice so 

please remember to check!! 

Work Party Dates for 2020 

Month Dates Notes 

July 3/4/5 TBC 

August 7/8/9 TBC 

September 4/5/6   

October 2/3/4   

November 6/7/8   

      

 

For more information contact:                          David Carter 01244 661440  
                                                                    E-mail: dcartersucs@gmail.com 
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Stamps Coins & Post Cards 
 

In the last edition of Cuttings I said that stamps are still coming to me and I 
am amazed that stamps are still coming despite the situation the whole  
country is in. I am glad to tell you our total for stamps raised last year is 
£365.00.   

As always, many thanks to all of you mentioned below: every contribution is 
appreciated 

 

Keep collecting!! 

Pat Wilson 

Anon x 1 J & A Bannister P Bradley & friends 

J Brindley V Buck G Buxbaum 

R J Cox Firth family C Galvin 

T Hesselgrove J Hulme D Jones 

B & L Pollard D Stevens J Webber 

Highfields Seeds Video Active Ltd   

http://www.swanleybridgemarina.com/
mailto:dcartersucs@gmail.com
http://www.overwatermarina.co.uk/
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With all fundraising events cancelled for the foreseeable future, the Society 
will loose valuable income.  I have previously urged members to use the Give 
as You Live platform when shopping online, with a large number of stores. 
Any income we can gain from that source is more valuable then ever so 
please think about using Give as you Live when shopping online 

 

Amazon used to be an online store where funds could be raised through Give 
as You Live. However in February they withdrew from that scheme and now 
make charity donations through Amazon Smile. If you shop on Amazon, you 
will need to register at www.smile.amazon.co.uk and this will link to your 
current Amazon account. When registering it is important that you put The 
Shropshire Union Canal Society as your chosen charity. 

 

Ever hopeful that things will return to ‘normal’, we would hope to be at the 
Ellesmere Charity day in August and also hold our August lock wind, but like 
everything, we will have to wait and see. 

Gill Robertson 

A topical view!! 

Fundraising 2020 

 

Double Rainbow taken from Overwater Marina. Photo by Ian Taylor 

 

 Page 35 Cuttings Summer 2020 

CRT Updates 

Gift Aid 

Gift Aid is a way of giving extra money to the Society at no extra cost to you, 
provided you pay Income  Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax.  I thought it might be 
useful to explain just what Gift Aid is all about – particularly as, this year, I 
hope to encourage those members who can and who have not yet made a 
declaration to do so. No need to get in touch, I will contact you. 
 
You must pay an amount of income tax [or capital gains tax] equal to the tax 
we reclaim on your subscription or donations [currently 25p for every £1 you 
give] so, if you make a donation of £10, the society can reclaim £2.50, and 
you must have paid that amount of tax.  For a couple, if one partner does not 
pay tax but the other does, then the taxpayer should sign the declaration and 
make the payments to the society.   
You need to complete a Gift Aid Declaration and send it to the Membership 
Secretary; from then on all you do is pay your subscription. You can of course 
make extra donations at any time if you feel the urge, want to contribute    
towards a specific project, celebrate a lottery win, etc. I can then claim tax 
refunds each year on your total contribution to the Society. If at any time you 
cease to pay sufficient tax, or wish to cancel the Gift Aid Declaration for any 
other reason, just let me know. 

Ian Hendley 

 

• The Trust recently held elections to the charity’s Council. The voluntary 

posts are for four years, commencing March 2020. For the first time 
there will be four representatives from the private boating sector, and 
two from business boating. The Council plays an important part in the 
governance of the Trust and the new representatives will bring new 
voices, ideas and perspectives to their work. 

• CRT have launched a fundraising appeal, the Waterways Charities 
Appeal, to help support the many water based charities who will be 
adversely impacted by corona virus. Richard Parry will be donating 
20% of his salary for the first three months. To donate, visit             
https://justgiving.com/campaign/waterwaycharitiesappeal.  100% of 
your donation will be distributed by the Canal & River Trust in small 
grants to local waterway-based community charities to ensure they can 
continue to operate in the months and years ahead.  

http://www.smile.amazon.co.uk
https://justgiving.com/campaign/waterwaycharitiesappeal
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Chas Hardern Boats Ltd est 1972 

 

Family run 2 - 6 berth warm and comfortable narrowboats for hire.  All year 

cruising.  Short breaks generally available.  Dog friendly.  Excellent tuition.  

 

Services on site: diesel, gas, pump-out, gift shop. 

 

Also: Gas Safe engineer, 24hr breakdown service.  40 years experience with 

all engine and internal boat repairs. 

 

Members of IWA, BMF, APCO, FSB  Hireboat  handover external audit  

 

T: 01829 732595 E-mail: Chasboats@aol.com Web: www.chashardern.co.uk 

  

 

 Page 37 Cuttings Summer 2020 

Copy Deadlines 

Cuttings is published 4 times per year, in June, September, December and 
March.  Copy deadlines are 1st May, 1st August, 1st November and 1st 
February. COPY CANNOT BE ACCEPTED AFTER THESE DATES. 

Cuttings Editors:   Rod & Carol Hamilton-King  
                             01630 656732 or R: 07889 171598 or C: 07788 750474 
                             41 Waterside Drive, Market Drayton, Shropshire, TF9 1HU 
                             E-mail: sucuttingseditor@gmail.com 
 

The views expressed in Cuttings are not necessarily those of the Shropshire 
Union Canal Society. 

Contacting Cuttings 

Articles for Cuttings 

We are always pleased to receive contributions for Cuttings.  Text, photos 
etc. can be sent by post or by e-mail.  If you are ‘no good at the words’ 
simply send us the basis of your idea with all the relevant details and we will 
gladly put an article together for you. 

 

BOAT SAFETY CERTIFICATES 

            competitive rates 

10% discount for SUCS members! 

 

ALL BORDER COUNTIES WATERWAYS COVERED 

 

NEAL DODD MABSSE  BSS Authorised Examiner 

 (01686) 630250 (evenings)  wharfhouse@yahoo.co.uk 

http://www.hackgreen.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Chas-Hardern-Boats/239576126090656?ref=ts&fref=ts
mailto:chasboats@aol.com
http://www.chashardern.co.uk
mailto:sucuttings@btinternet.com
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Advertising in Cuttings 

The advertising rates are: 

 

Half page:  £75.00 for one year (four issues) 
Full page:  £125.00 for one year (four issues) 

 

There is a 10% discount for Commercial Members.  Adverts can start in any 
issue and will be invoiced annually.  
 

To find out more please contact Advertising Manager, Roger Beswick on 
01244 332553 or e-mail haslemere@chester50.plus.com. 

Discounts from our Advertisers 

Boat Safety Examiner Neal Dodd offers a discount to SUCS members. See 
advert for details. 

Please Support our Advertisers 

Please mention that you saw their advert in Cuttings magazine! 

Collection Boxes 

Fortunately, our team of collectors had already been able to do their        
year-end rounds before we all went into lockdown, which has resulted in a 
decent total for 2019-20 of £1467, which I am pleased to say, is better than 
the previous year. My thanks to the team all for their dedication and let's 
hope it isn't too long before we can all be out and about again. 

Sarah Thursfield 
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I hereby apply for election as a member of the above Society and agree to 
abide by the rules of the Society.  I enclose my remittance for ………………..* 
being my subscription for the year ended 30 June 201… 
 
 
Signed  …………………………………………………..   Date  ………………….. 
PLEASE PRINT IN BLOCK CAPITALS 
 
 
Name  ………………………………………………… (Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms/Dr/Rev) 
 
 
Address  ……………………………………………………………………………… 
 
 
……………………………………………………………...Post Code  …………… 
 
 
Telephone  ……………………………  E-mail  …………………………………… 
Single, Joint, Family: £10  Juniors under 18: £5  Life Membership £200 
If you are applying for Junior Membership please state your age here ………. 
 

Membership Number (for renewals)  ……………………………………………… 
If you are a United Kingdom tax payer please sign the Gift Aid declaration 
below to enable the Society to reclaim the tax paid on your donations 
(including subscriptions). 
 

Name of Society: The Shropshire Union Canal Society 
I want the charity to treat all donations I have made over the last four years 
and all donations I make hereafter as Gift Aid donations. 
 
Signature  ……………………………………………………..  Date …………….. 
 If it is more convenient for you and helps the Society if you pay by Standing 
Order or direct transfer.  Please ask for the appropriate form or set it up with 
your bank using National Westminster Bank Sort Code 55-50-05, account 
number 01630962 and give your membership number or post code as the 
identifying reference.  If you pay automatically PLEASE LET THE 
MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY KNOW.  Please send completed forms to: 
Richard Feeney, Membership Secretary, 42 Foyle Road, Blackheath, 
London, SE3 7RH. Telephone: 07920 708255  E-mail: 
sucsmemsec@gmail.com 

 

Tick here if you have paid by Standing Order or Direct Transfer 
 
Tick here if you are happy to receive Cuttings by e-mail 

 

 

Application for Membership or Membership Renewal of 

the Shropshire Union Canal Society 

mailto:haslemere@chester50.plus.com
mailto:sucsmemsec@btinternet.com
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