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Chairman’s Report  

Well, we have got there at last! After nearly four months of inactivity, the 
society has managed to resume the restoration work parties on the 
Montgomery Canal. Although a strong word of caution should be included in 
this message as the 'New Normal' has certainly had an impact on the work. 
After extensive pre work-party planning on new Virus Risks Assessments, 
Method Statements and the need to acquire a considerable amount of 
preventive supplies, we had a very successful work party at the end of July. 

Unfortunately, we are still not in the position of the society offering 
accommodation or providing tea and snacks.  It has been suggested by a 
number of volunteers that their inability to suffer my tea making has lowered 
their resistance to any 'canal infections' that might be around.  I am taking this 
as a compliment! 

You will have the opportunity to read about the last work party and our 
approach to the virus in later pages of this magazine. 

Other news is a bit thin on the ground. Your chairman has been able to keep 
in touch with the outside canal world by joining numerous Zoom meetings 
arranged by different organisations. Equally we intend to resume Council 
meetings, via Zoom, when it becomes necessary and this now appears the 
only sensible way to hold the society's AGM later in the year. 

From general information on the cut, it would appear that, at present, there 
has been an opportunity to get out boating again and, I understand, that the 
boat hire companies have received an influx of interested hirers. Let's just 
hope that this trend can continue and that you can all remain virus free. 

       Rich Hamp, SUCS Chairman 

Editorial 

After such lovely spring weather, when we were in lockdown and leisure 
boaters were unable use their boats, we so looked forward to 4th July, when 
restrictions were relaxed. However, the weather decided that it would       
become much more changeable, but it was lovely to see the Shropshire  
Union canal network come alive again! 

Because of the slow return to some normality, there are still many things, 
which have had to be cancelled and again, we have not been able to       
produce the normal 48-page magazine. However, this time, we have the 
benefit of the Society’s annual accounts to allow us to produce 44 pages.  
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In this issue, we have a very interesting article about the first Floating    
Market of 2020, which took place in Market Drayton. The piece gives us an 
insight into what was required by the organisers to ensure that the event 
was Covid-19 secure, but it also told us of a very successful weekend for 
the Traders and the good weather that prevailed. As perhaps you may   
expect, we have other stories, which relate to the effects of Covid-19, but 
we also have a historical article from our long-time supporter, Peter Brown, 
plus more updates on the restoration progress on the Monty.  

We haven’t got a separate section again for Talking Towpaths, but we are 
aware of great improvements to the towpath from the bottom of the Audlem 
Flight to beyond Overwater Marina. Whilst we understand that there are 
differing views on how towpaths should look, to us, the improvements are 
welcomed. We don’t have any update on progress with the proposed     
improvements for the towpath at Market Drayton, but with the pandemic 
and many staff members at CRT being furloughed during the crisis, we 
have not pursued this. We will bring you more news on towpath              
improvements as we receive it. 

As always, we hope that you enjoy reading this current issue. 

 

Rod & Carol Hamilton-King 

Editors of Cuttings 

Snippets from The Shroppie 

 

 Who would have thought it? A space rocket bound for Mars will carry 
the name of the Shrewsbury & Newport Canals Trust when it blasts off 
in August!! 

 Sad to hear vandals have damaged a zinc canalside artwork at     
Ellesmere. The etching by Jason Hicklin has been removed to see if it 
can be repaired. 

 Great news that the Mikron Theatre appeal for help to ensure they can 
tour again next year has been successful! The popular company has 
not been able to perform at all this year. 

 We hear that Robbie Cummings of Canal Boat Diaries fame has been 
seen filming for a new series on The Shroppie! 

 Congratulations to Overwater Wheelyboat Services for winning The 
Queen’s Award for Voluntary Service! 
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Accounts 2019 - 2020 

 

 

 THE SHROPSHIRE UNION CANAL SOCIETY LIMITED 

 

THE ABRIDGED REPORT AND ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 

MARCH 2020 

 

The full version of this Financial Report is available to be read or downloaded 

from the Society’s website and can be viewed on the Charities Commission 

and Company’s House websites. With the Canal and River Trust led, HLF 

funded restoration of the Montgomery Canal towards Crickheath now in its 

4th year, the pattern for the Society’s income and expenditure remains the 

same as the last 3 years and this annual report and accounts reflects this. I 

can add only our thanks to all who have made any sort of contribution during 

this last financial year. We look forward to the continuing health and success 

of the Society despite the present restrictions. 

 

SOCIETY REPORT 

 

The Society is committed to ensuring that the Shropshire Union Canal     

System, covering the Llangollen and Montgomery Canals as well as the 

Shropshire Union Canal itself including the Middlewich Branch, is maintained 

and enhanced for the benefit of all users and visitors. We seek to influence 

and encourage the Canal and River Trust to direct its efforts to the benefit of 

all users through the maintenance and extension of facilities such as visitor 

moorings, seats and picnic tables throughout the Shropshire Union Canal 

system. The Society has continued to be involved with and to support a  

number of sister organisations within our geographical area of activity. When 

planning our activities for the year, we consider the Charity Commission's 

guidance on public benefit. 
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Our traditional winter hedge-laying work parties on the Montgomery Canal 
have been suspended to allow tree and vegetation clearance on the off side 
of the canal south of Pryces Bridge to aid access for restoration as work 
moves south. 

The basis for the Society’s annual funding cycle remains as described last 
year: with the start of the Crickheath HLF Phase for the Montgomery Canal, 
restoration costs are met by the project through Canal and River Trust so 
our work parties are virtually cost neutral.  

Against this the Society has  granted £20,000 per year for 3 years to the 

Canal and River Trust as part of the funding structure for this project; FY 

2019/20 represents the third and final payment of this grant. Donations from 

members and the general public remain an important component of the 

overall funding of the Society together with our own fund-raising activities 

and we thank all who have contributed over the past financial year.  

In a similar vein to last year, this year shows an excess of expenditure over 

income of £7481. This results entirely from the grant to the Canal and River 

Trust for the continued restoration of the Montgomery Canal. 

As you know, in normal times the Society would be holding its Annual   

General Meeting later in the year. 

This year, of course, we shall have to do things differently. Having studied 

the Charity Commission’s COVID-19 guidance, we have opted to go for 

what is called a “digital solution”. 

We are keeping the situation under review and will let you have further   
details in due course. 

Terry O’Brien 

 Secretary 

SUCS 2020 AGM 



 

Cuttings  Autumn 2020 Page 8 

Income & Expenditure 

 

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL ACTIVITIES 

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2020 

 

   2020 2019 

 Unrestricted Restricted 
Total 

Funds 
Total 

Funds 

 Funds Funds   

 £ £ £ £ 

INCOME AND ENDOWMENTS FROM     
Donations and Legacies 13,631 31,034 44,665 48700 

     
Other Trading Activity 4,265  4,265 3512 

Investment Income 1,106  1,106 857 

     
Total 19,002 31,034 50,036 53,069 

     
     

EXPENDITURE ON     
Raising Funds 4,113  4,113 4,134 

Charitable activities     
Grants Paid 20,100  20,100 20,000 

Crickheath HLF Phase 231 31,034 31,265 32,293 

     
Other 2,039  2,039 2,190 

     
Total 26,483 31,034 57,517 58,617 

     
NET INCOME/(EXPENDITURE) -7,481 - -7,481 -5,548 

     
RECONCILIATION OF FUNDS     
     
Total Funds Brought Forward 177,839 44,745 222,584 228,132 

     

TOTAL FUNDS CARRIED FORWARD 170,358 44,745 215,103 222,584 
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BALANCE SHEET 

 AS AT 31 MARCH 2020 

 

  

 

   2020 2019 

 Unrestricted Restricted 
Total 

Funds 
Total 

Funds 

 Funds Funds   
CURRENT ASSETS     
Stocks     
Debtors 5,230  5,230 7,296 

Cash at Bank 175,828 44,745 220,573 226,238 

 181,085 44,745 225,803 233,534 

     
CREDITORS     
Amounts falling due within one year -1,500  -1,500 -1,950 

     
NET CURRENT ASSETS 179,558 44,745 224,303 231,584 

     
TOTAL ASSETS LESS CURRENT     
LIABILITIES 179,298 44,745 224,303 231,584 

     
CREDITORS     
Amounts falling due after more than one 
year 

-9,200  -9,200 -9,000 

     
NET ASSETS 170,358 44,745 215,103 222,584 

     
     

FUNDS     
Unrestricted Funds:     
General Fund   46,358 53,839 

Designated Fund   124,000 124,000 

   170,358 177,839 

     
Restricted Fund   44,745 44,745 

     
TOTAL FUNDS   215,103 222,584 

Balance Sheet 
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The charitable company is entitled to exemption from audit under Section 

477 of the Companies Act 2006 for the year ended 31 March 2020. 

The members have not required the charitable company to obtain an audit of 

its financial statements for the year ended 31 March 2020 in accordance with 

Section 476 of the Companies Act 2006. 

The trustees acknowledge their responsibilities for: 

 (a)   ensuring that the charitable company keeps accounting records 

 that  comply with Sections 386 and 387 of the Companies Act 2006 

 and 

 (b)   preparing financial statements which give a true and fair view of 

 the state of affairs of the charitable company as at the end of each 

 financial year and of its surplus or deficit for each financial year in 

 accordance with the requirements of Sections 394 and 395 and 

 which otherwise comply with the requirements of the Companies Act 

 2006 relating to financial statements, so far as applicable to the 

 charitable company. 

These financial statements have been prepared in accordance with the   

special provisions of Part 15 of the Companies Act 2006 relating to small 

charitable companies. 

 

The financial statements were approved by the Board of Trustees on 15 July 

2020 and were signed on its behalf by: 

 

I F Hendley -Trustee 

Accounts 2019-2020 cont 

Dates for your Diary - 2020 

Month Date What Where 

September 25-27 
Folk & Boat Festival 
inc Floating Market 

Middlewich 

TBA TBA SUCS AGM TBA 
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We were very fortunate that the profile of the Montgomery Canal Triathlon 
was raised considerably by Sir Gareth Edwards and his wife Maureen, by 
helping to start the 2019 event. As a result, entries for 2020 were promising 
to break previous records. However, in mid-March, only a month before    
entries were due to close, the Friends of the Montgomery Canal had no 
choice but to postpone the Triathlon until next year because of the            
developing coronavirus situation. Disappointed entrants were given the     
option of  deferring their entry until 2021, having a refund of their fees or   
donating their fees towards the restoration of the Montgomery Canal. 
 
As a result, over 100 entrants chose to defer their entry until 8

th
 May 2021, 

which is the date for next year and over £1,000 was donated towards the  
restoration.  So, places for next year are already well-filled and the            
restoration fund will benefit, thanks to the generosity of so many entrants! 
 
Even though Covid-19 is still affecting everyone’s activity, it is hoped that 
planning for the Triathlon next year will start in the autumn. As the event   
cannot exist without volunteers and if you would like to help (or take part!), 
please watch out for news.  

Maggie Ellis 

Montgomery Canal Triathlon 
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This update is shorter than usual due to only one work party taking place 
since the last edition of Cuttings, but the good news is that we have         
restarted work! Canal and River Trust were understandably cautious about 
volunteer activities during the early months of the lockdown. The society’s 
argument was that, as Principal Contractors under the CDM (Construction, 
Design & Management) Regulations, site operations should restart under 
our own risk assessments and method statements. After some negotiations, 
this was accepted.  

 

This means that some changes to our practices have been necessary, both 
on and off site. Our documentation is based on recommended good practice 
in both the wider construction industry and in the voluntary canal restoration 
movement. The result is that as well as social distancing, use of masks and 
various sanitising measures on site, the society is for the time being, not 
providing accommodation or food and drink during breaks.  All these 
measures will be reviewed in future, but the primary consideration will be, as 
always, the safety of our volunteers.  

 

 

 

 

Restoration Update 
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In the event, the new work-party normal turned out to be not very different 
from the old normal. If there was a society record for most earth moved in a 
three day work party it must have been smashed during the July weekend. 
This was made possible by two big excavators, two dumpers and a full 
complement of drivers and three days of dry weather.  A large area channel 
bed in the peat area was treated by removal of silt and vegetation. Then 
Cement grout was mixed into the exposed ground and a long section of 
channel between the Oak Tree and Crickheath was shaped using the cut 
and fill methods. The result of the latter has a passing resemblance to a 
canal channel! 

The other big job was clearing a mass of vegetation surrounding the     
compound. For various reasons the usual annual vegetation clearance had 
not been done over the winter. Add to this another few months of lockdown 
growth, a large fallen tree in the compound resulted in the vegetation gang 
spending two very hot days doing a lot of old-style jungle bashing. The   
result is that the canal is now visible from the compound again! 

The update in the Summer edition included a still of a computer-generated 
image of the design of the Pryces to Crickheath channel. An animated      
fly-through version of this is now available on the Society’s website at http://
www.shropshireunion.org.uk/montgomery-canal-restoration-reports/
bridges84-85/mcr-ph2design 

Although the next few work parties will concentrate on the Phase 2      
channel, we will also be going slightly further afield to start clearance of the 
next section through the houses in Crickheath. This is to enable            
topographic, ecological and structural condition surveys to be done.     

David Carter 

http://www.shropshireunion.org.uk/montgomery-canal-restoration-reports/bridges84-85/mcr-ph2design
http://www.shropshireunion.org.uk/montgomery-canal-restoration-reports/bridges84-85/mcr-ph2design
http://www.shropshireunion.org.uk/montgomery-canal-restoration-reports/bridges84-85/mcr-ph2design
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Chester Cow Lane Wharf 

 

I first saw this painting when browsing the Art UK website https://artuk.org  
which has images of over 230,000 artworks. They are in public ownership in 
museums, universities, hospitals and civic buildings, but some four-fifths of 
this art is not normally on public view.  Putting in the search word ‘canal’ now 
brings up over 1,000 paintings, (but this includes those by ‘Canaletto’,  
whether or not, they depicted a Venetian canal).  

 

I submitted the comment that the title was incorrect: it should be ‘Chester  
Cathedral from the Shropshire Union Canal’, and this led to correspondence 
with Kerri Offord, a curator at Gallery Oldham, the picture’s owner.   

The artist was George Henry Wimpenny (1857–1939) who was born in     
Oldham and lived in the town for the rest of his life.  In the 1871 census his 
father is recorded as being an ironmonger and the 13-year-old George, as a 
‘Card room hand’ in a cotton mill.  However, he attended Oldham School of 
Art, where he was a pupil of John Houghton Hague, a member of the 
‘Manchester School of Painting’.  In the 1881 census he is recorded as a 
‘General artist’, still living with his father.  

‘Chester Cow Lane Wharf’ by George Henry Wimpenny in Gallery 
Oldham 
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His father died in 1887, and in the next three censuses George Wimpenny is 
listed as an ironmonger or a hardware dealer at an address at King Street, in 
the centre of Oldham.  Presumably, he took over his father’s business.     
Although he continued to paint and exhibit, any hope of being a full-time  
professional artist ceased.  He lived at King Street until 1924, the year his 
wife died and after this, he probably retired. 
Kerri Offord thought the earliest possible date for the painting was 1885, 
which is the date of the first known Welsh painting by Wimpenny, Chester 
being a natural stopping place en route.  Cow Lane Wharf was in two parts, 
either side of Frodsham Street (the road leading to Cow Lane Bridge); the 
painting is of the western part.  The buildings and crane depicted are exactly 
as shown on the 1875 Ordnance Survey 1:500 map of Chester.  By the time 
of the 1899 1:2,500 map, the building on the right has been extended.  In 
October 1888, the canal company decided to extend the premises at Cow 
Lane, the works being completed by July 1889.  As this is the only mention 
in the minutes of building works here during the 1875 to 1899 period, it 
seems reasonable to assume that the last possible date for the painting was 
1888.  Kerri said that this 1885–8 date range fitted with the look of the work, 
as she thought his style became more refined after the turn of the century. 

The boat was named Redwing.  It was registered in 1879, shortly after the 
Act requiring registration came into force, so it is not known how old it then 
was.  Assuming that the artist was accurate - and he seems to have been 
reliable - the registration number ‘25’ was painted on the then-existing   
name-board.  Later boats had a white panel round the name-board, with the 
number painted on that panel.  The boat’s master in 1879 was James    
Dawson.  People tended to keep the same boat for several years, so it is 
quite possible that the woman on the boat was Mrs Dawson. The boat was 
cut up in 1895.  

One of the last decisions to be made concerning the publication of my      
history of the Shropshire Union network was the cover.  I experimented with 
combinations of historic photographs to try to show the extent of the network 
(and that it was not just what we now know as the ‘Shropshire Union Canal’), 
but nothing seemed satisfactory.  Then I remembered this painting.  It has a 
‘landscape’ format, but we needed something taller than it is wide.  Cutting 
off the left and right extremities would create a picture that was about 
square, but to cut it further would not give a satisfying result.  My wife Quita, 
therefore extended the picture upwards using Photoshop to add extra sky, 
copying and pasting the tones of the artist’s sky.  This also gave a good 
background for the lettering of the title. 

Peter Brown 

[With thanks to Pru Stones for her biographical research and to Linda Barley 
for the details about the boat.] 

https://artuk.org
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The process of getting back to work started in June when negotiations with 
CRT began. Their decision to allow us to continue was based on our status, 
being regarded as Contractors, where we were able to conduct and         
implement our own Covid-19 secure risk assessments. 

As such the necessary Government directives for returning to work had to 
be met. The Society Health and Safety Officer produced the appropriate 
Risk Assessment and Method Statement that was accepted by CRT. It    
covered procedures to be adopted from leaving home to arrival at the site 
and directives to be followed for working practices. All volunteers had to sign 
the new working practices, stating that they had read and understood the 
new rules well before the work party. 

Our Welfare team then sourced and provided all the items needed to enable 
work to begin, such as sanitiser, masks, sterile gloves etc. Volunteers were 
asked to bring their own refreshments with them and advised that there 
would be no overnight accommodation arranged by the Society. 

 

 

 

 

The Challenge of Covid-19 

Daily Covid-19 safety briefing 

How to keep socially distanced on the Monty! 

 

 Page 17 Cuttings Autumn 2020 

Arrangements on site were very different. Two gazebos were erected to 
supplement the cover provided by the existing shelter and chairs were set out 
two metres apart to ensure that social distancing was in place. Each volunteer 
had to select a chair, which after being sanitised, could only be used by that 
volunteer. 

A briefing was held every day prior to commencement and the working 
procedures were started and anyone arriving after this was briefed separately. 

Wherever possible volunteers were required to maintain a minimum distance 
of two metres. Tools were selected from the store as required and only used 
by that person. When equipment was returned, it was sprayed with 
disinfectant. The same applied to machine operators. The wearing of masks 
became uncomfortable when working hard physically, but the necessity to 
prevail was readily accepted. 

Given the apprehension prior  to  the weekend, the  reality  was that  
adaptability  and  acceptance  of the revised work procedures ensured that an 
amazing amount of progress was achieved. One hundred metres of shaped 
channel and a very extensive vegetation clearance, not to mention the felling 
of a huge broken willow tree, being the result. 

Fred Barrett 
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A group of five friends decided 
to take a trip form Northwich to 
Llangollen in July, intent on 
reaching the western extremity 
of this popular canal. 

Apart from a sociable outing, 
there were a couple of notable 
reasons for making this trip.  

Firstly to try out the recently  
widened bottom lock at    
Hurleston junction which had 
previously prevented the       

passage of many of the working 
boats and also some newer   
vessels, secondly to show   the 
canal with it’s generally       
shallower waters is in fact    
capable of navigation by the 
deeper drafted ex-working 
boats. The gent with the mower 
looked surprised to see them 
come past! 

Governor, Ilford, Stamford, 
Rudd and Swallow completed 
the mission!  

Thanks to some expert insider 
knowledge I was there with my 
trusty camera to record the   
momentous occasion;           
especially the return journey 
across the famous Pontcysyllte 
Aqueduct! 

Kev Maslin 

All photos courtesy of      

Photography by Kev Maslin 

Back on the Llangollen! 
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It was lovely to read in the Summer edition of Cuttings John Battison’s early 
memories of the Society. It brought so many occasions from those days, 
now over 50 years ago, to mind. I got to meet John when we attended 
meetings at John’s lovely home. Bob at that time in the 1960’s was secretary 
of the Society and I was a member of the Committee. 

I remember being particularly being impressed by a fountain in the large 
hallway as you entered John’s house. Meetings sometimes went on after 
midnight there was so much to tackle in those days, all exciting stuff I might 
add, with all of those involved very keen to see the canal back in use. The 
following evening after work I would be typing up the minutes whilst Bob 
sorted out any correspondence that needed to be dealt with and telephoned 
various individuals about this and that. All this usually meant yet another late 
night! 

Come the weekend we were often on a working party returning late Sunday 
before getting ready for work the following day. I wish I had the energy now I 
had then! Memories of the working parties are of course, another story. I 
hope you get to hear about them.  

They were exciting times when John produced the first Cuttings. Far from 
being ‘homespun’ as he described it, it was great and made a big impact 
both with members and at the rallies and exhibitions we went to.  

I also remember Bob and I being present along with other members in 
various locations to assemble Cuttings, a case of walking around the table 
picking up the sheets before handing them over to the person designated 
‘stapler’. The problem arose when some ‘assemblers’ were faster than 
others leading to a bottleneck! Then fortified by tea we would start putting 
them into envelopes ready for posting.  

I also have happy memories of visiting Harry Arnold in the 60’s at his home 
in Norbury walking down a grassy lane in the dark at which point we bumped 
into a horse, a bit of a surprise for all of us including the horse! I think if my 
memory serves me right his name was Billy Budd. Someone else might 
know better - I’m awful at names! Billy, I think, used to pull the narrowboat 
taking people on trips along the canal at that time. Harry became a friend 
and occasionally we would meet up at some event or other and chew the fat 
together with other founder members present, about the early days. 

I hope other old ‘uns from those days in the 1960’s respond to Rich Hamp’s 
request for stories. It was an exciting time and we fought some battles, but 
there were definitely some funny moments, which are worth recording.  

It’s good to see that the Society continues to go from strength. More power 
to those who fight the battles now. Long may SUCS flourish! 

Jan Johnstone 

Down memory lane! 
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Unlock The Monty! 
Some years ago, probably before the reopening of the canal to Queen's 
Head, we used the slogan, “Unlock the Montgomery Canal”.  Now, as we 
emerge from lockdown it takes on a new significance. 

The easing of restrictions has restored some of the opportunities we lost   
earlier.  Two rescheduled events were; local MP Craig Williams’ House of 
Commons adjournment debate on canal restoration, where he made         
particular reference to the Montgomery Canal and John Dodwell’s       
presentation to the All-Party Parliamentary Group on Waterways, sharing the 
limelight with the Lichfield & Hatherton and the Buckingham Arm.  This was 
an online meeting attended by 73 parliamentarians, civil servants and       
representatives of canal organisations.  Both events gave the opportunity to 
make points about the value of canals, their restoration and how that might 
be recognised in future planning. 

Also affected by Covid-19 delays was the Growing Mid Wales strategic plan. 
This follows the offer from Westminster of £55m for a Mid-Wales economic 
growth investment fund, expected to be matched by Cardiff. The plan has 
many earnest, but not very specific ambitions for development in the counties 
of Powys and Ceredigion. At this stage it is not clear how it will work and I 
have read that the next few months will be taken by the Councils talking to 
themselves about how the programme might be managed.   

Look what we offer in Mid Wales!  There are locks restored nearly all the way 
to Newtown, thanks SUCS. All is in water, providing recreation and physical 
and mental well-being, valuable habitats, flora and fauna, and one of the best 
collections of canal-age structures. On top of all that, investment in the canal 
would spread benefit over twenty miles whereas other projects may only   
affect a single location.   

It would be a great boost to the canal and the area if this fund could support 
future works.  The arguments for that support will, of course include the huge 
value of the volunteer contribution over the years. Society work parties aren’t 
just restoring to Crickheath, they are supporting the campaign to restore the 
whole canal. Volunteers could even be regarded as the ‘match-funding’ other 
projects might struggle to find. 

Today CRT splits responsibility for the canal between Birmingham and 
Gloucester with the Glandŵr Cymru board also involved.  The new Wales & 
South West Region Manager, Mark Evans was appointed in November and 
his was another Covid-19 delayed visit.  In July we showed him and his team 
most of the significant sites in Wales, from the Vyrnwy Aqueduct to Refail 
bridge, Llanymynech Wharf and of course Arddleen, Walls and Williams 
Bridges.  They also met some Welshpool “TRAMPS” at Belan, on their first 
day back, socially distanced and working in small groups at various locations.  
We had a very positive response to the visit and follow-up will include   
dredging and a proposed lottery bid for the Vyrnwy 
Aqueduct. 
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Through the months of lockdown, we have continued preparation for the 
Schoolhouse Bridge project.  Our many Zoom meetings have dealt with the 
essential Construction, Design & Management procedures, (especially with 
Covid-19 precautions), technical approvals from Shropshire Highways, utility 
arrangements for water and telephone services crossing the site, and formal 
procedures with neighbouring owners, the Council and CRT.  Though we 
would have liked arrangements resolved sooner, we are on course to carry 
out some preliminary work this autumn with the main project next year.   

We would have also liked to have spent this summer fund-raising.             
Fortunately, many regular supporters have continued their monthly donation 
of the cost of a coffee or two, though we could always do with more.         
Depending on the final costs, we may have to borrow, either from legacies 
received for other projects or even from a loyal supporter, who has said that 
funds could be made available.  Of course, anything we borrow will have to 
be paid back! 

Some of those funds we might have to draw from were legacies intended for 
the farmer’s crossing at the end of the section below Crickheath.  It is a tricky 
location with poor access and engineers have offered the suggestion of what 
we used to call an Armco culvert. Such a project could be volunteer-friendly 
and that would keep the cost down. It would, we are told, even be possible to 
create a neat, non-structural, facing to the ‘bridge’ to disguise it, though the 
ribbed sections inside would still betray its origin.   

So lockdown has not entirely locked up work to restore the canal.  We hope 
that with continuing precautions, but with an easing of restrictions, we can 
raise more funds to finish the bridge, complete the formal arrangements for it 
and promote further restoration to the border and onward, unlocking the 
Montgomery Canal. 

 

CRT visitors at Byles 
Lock 

In the pic: L to R, Mark 
Evans, CRT Regional        
Director, Wales & SW, 
John Dodwell, Chair of 
Montgomery Canal    
Partnership, Peter Birch 
CRT  Environment    
Manager, Clare Parsons 
CRT Enterprise Manager 
Wales & South West, 
Michael Limbrey, David 
Morgan CRT Wales & 
South West 
(Development) 

Michael Limbrey 
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Unfortunately this year, due to the unprecedented circumstances caused by 
Covid-19 our annual Roving Canal Traders Association (RCTA) Floating 
Market event in Market Drayton had to be cancelled along with other events 
all around the country, including much loved local events along the 
Shropshire Union Canal like the Norbury Festival and Gnosall C-Fest.  

RCTA arrange Floating Markets around the canal network and Market 
Drayton has become a favourite over the past few years so we were 
disappointed not to be visiting this year. 

However, as it seemed there may be some easing of lockdown restrictions 
by July, I and other committee members decided to try and put a special 
Covid-19 Risk Assessment in place to cover our events. The one thing we 
had in our favour was that all our goods are contained on the boats, so land 
stalls are not needed. We worked closely with Canal & River Trust over 
many weeks making sure our traders would eventually be able to attend a 
few events this year, which obviously would bring them in some much 
needed income and in turn, we could spend some of that in local shops and 
for me, in a local hairdressers!  

I really pushed for Market Drayton to be the first event to take place as the 
people of the town had supported us so fabulously in previous years. After 
revising, rechecking and adjusting the specific Covid-19 Risk Assessment, 
we came to an agreement with Canal & River Trust, whose own restrictions 
were slowly being eased by DEFRA and the EA, hire and day boats along 
with leisure boaters were getting the go ahead to start moving. We got our 
market license to trade at Market Drayton on the Shropshire Union Canal, 
granted!  

We had already purchased expensive medical grade hand gel and Covid-19 
specific posters in the hope some markets around the network could resume, 
so we felt well organised for the task ahead. 

Our market this year had to be limited to 11 boats. We had gaps between 
them so people could pass each other more easily and hand gel stations at 
all access points to the market, which was held in its usual location on the 
Shropshire Union Canal opposite Ladybird Moorings. I undertook the job of 
Market Manager, as it was felt that it should be an experienced member of 
the RCTA committee that was at the helm of this very first market this year, 
under such difficult circumstances.  

Floating Market returns! 

Great to see the Floating Market traders back in Market Drayton, a very  

well organised event, and was well attended. Here Sue Meades gives an 

insight into how much work went on behind the scenes to make it happen!  
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Floating Market returns - cont 

Our markets are always fun, colourful & very relaxed, showcasing some of 
the incredibly talented traders that are in the area.  

Our events are always booked by traders in January. This year we lost a  
couple from Market Drayton due to their personal circumstances, but we had 
to agree to limit the number of boats on the Covid-19 Risk Assessment we 
produced, so it worked out well. However, we managed to have a good range 
of traders at the event selling everything from Doggie supplies, crafted items, 
traditional canalware, cheese, wood carvings and pizzas. We had wooden 
posts supplied by Canal & River Trust for extra signage we had to put in 
place. We had already asked local people if they had any objections to the 
market returning and feedback had seemed positive.  

I didn’t quite realise until we started to set up on the Friday, the immense 
pressure on our shoulders to get this event right. We had to keep our traders 
and the local people safe whilst providing the unique crafts and goods for 
them to see and purchase, amid the social distancing regulations, still    
maintaining that unique Floating Market atmosphere along the towpath. We 
had the eyes of Canal & River Trust on us and the outcome of our event here 
at Market Drayton would be the benchmark for any future events getting the 
go ahead. The local council and local constabulary were watching us too! My 
reservations began to kick in and I nearly called the whole thing off, but after 
a lovely breakfast on Friday put on for us by Cheryl at the Market Drayton 
Cricket Club, all socially distanced, of course and a stern pep-talk with all the 
traders, we cracked on and made it happen.  

What a fabulous weekend was had by traders and locals alike. The weather 
held fine for us, the visitors came, the traders put all their precautions in 
place, hand gel and sanitiser were in abundance, the market atmosphere 
was there and the crocodile didn’t eat any children! Lots of unique crafted 
gifts were sold, hundreds of cheese Truckles & Pizzas and the dogs of     
Market Drayton must be the most spoilt in the area with all the goodies     
purchased from the Doggie boat. The feedback from the local people was 
heart-warming and from my personal point of view, I am so glad I pushed for 
the first venue in this so far awful year, to be here at Market Drayton on the 
Shropshire Union Canal.  

Some of us will be back on the Shropshire Union later this year and if at all 
possible, will consider other events, hoping Nantwich may be one, nearer 
Christmas.  

Sue Meades 

RCTA Northern Markets Coordinator Volunteer 

All photographs by Carol Hamilton-King 
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Volunteer Recruitment 

What will you do after lockdown? How about help restore 
an historic canal by helping the rebuild of a bridge?  

We are making steady progress in planning the rebuilding of Schoolhouse Bridge, 
the last lowered road bridge in Shropshire. We are building on the Society’s success 
in rewatering the section to Crickheath Basin. Planning ahead and working with   
others is crucial if we are to avoid delays between one phase ending and another 
phase    starting. With Crickheath Basin due to be reached by the end of 2021 and 
the next section south from Crickheath Bridge due to start (subject to funding) in 
2022, we need to deal with Schoolhouse Bridge. We have got planning permission 
and have agreed the detailed design with Highways. We just need to settle the 
agreement by which Shropshire will take ownership of the finished bridge. 

We intend to start preliminary site works in September/October this year (fencing 
and laying a temporary diversion track as we shall be closing the lane). Then the 
main work will start in March 2021 and is planned to take about 7 months, not that 
we shall be active on site the whole time. 

To rebuild the bridge, we shall use specialist contractors for the arch, but for the 
most part we will use skilled and other volunteers and so keep down the cost. The 
arch will be a flexi-arch design, fabricated offsite and arriving on a flatbed lorry. It will 
be craned into an arched shape – for examples, see http://www.macrete.com  Our     
project team all have a civil engineering or other professional background. 

We are looking for a Site Manager and Site Foreman to join our team and play a   
major part in this unique project. A detailed job description can be found on our    
website at http://www.restorethemontgomerycanal.uk/getinvolved.html. The Manager 
and Foreman roles could even be shared. 

Please contact Ken Jackson to talk it through.(details below). 

For the main works, we also need general workers; digger/dumper drivers (we have 
some offers already); bricklayers; surveyors; carpenters; steel fixers. We can offer 
training. We are NOT assuming people can be available 5 days a week. Instead, we 
want a pool of about 25 people who can come when available. 

We see this as a “limited time” job. Seven months and then job done. 

We do NOT want to distract you from the very important and complex work which the 
Society is doing on the Pryces/Redwith section. That is critical in completing the    
Heritage Lottery funded section by the revised end date. No point in rebuilding this 
bridge if the Canal isn’t restored to Crickheath! 

Will you come and help us? Or do you know someone who could? 

It could suit someone who wants to keep their ‘hand-in’ between jobs; or is retired; or 
who is working part-time and is available some weekdays. 

It could suit you! 

Contact Ken Jackson FREng. MA, FIMechE, CEng on 07778 417315 or email  
kgjackson@btinternet.com   

John Dodwell, Chair, Montgomery Canal Partnership 

http://www.macrete.com/
http://www.restorethemontgomerycanal.uk/getinvolved.html
mailto:kgjackson@btinternet.com
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What Coronavirus meant for us 

Most of you will know that our     
canalside shop at Audlem, situated 
on the Audlem flight of 15 locks, 
was one of the first on the system to 
open when pleasure boating       
became more popular in the early 
1970s.  It has been open ever 
since, apart from a short gap 
around 14 years ago, just before we 
took over the Mill.  We carried on 
selling canal ware, gifts and canal 
books, but immediately added a 
needlework shop on the first floor 
covering needlecrafts, knitting etc. 
and we have radically increased the 
range of canal books.  We have the 
largest selection of new and second-hand canal books in Britain and started 
publishing canal books in 2012.  We have since published 22 canal books, 
with two more to follow by September. 

We had a pretty good 2019, with relatively high numbers of boaters and other 
visitors coming to Audlem.  Walkers particularly enjoy the flight of locks which 
stretch over nearly a mile and a half – we reckon it’s one of the prettiest 
flights in Britain.  As normal, we closed a day or two before Christmas, and 
we don’t reopen the shop until 1

st
 March.  This reflects the fact that the 

Shropshire Union Canal is either closed in various places for the annual    
repairs programme, or if it is open, there’s so few boats that opening the 
shop is just not cost-effective. 

During the period we were closed, we refitted the needlework shop, and   
restocked it with lots of goodies.  Only then, we heard more and more about 
Coronavirus, but like most people, we couldn’t have anticipated the effect it 
would have on our lives and our business.  Though there were, by the      
beginning of March the odd case in the UK, we didn’t think it was a significant 
problem when we reopened the shop on 1

st
 March.  Indeed, we had a book 

launch at The Boat at Stoke Bruerne on the Grand Union Canal on 6 March – 
a novel “Ellison’s Winter” by the late David Blagrove, who had lived close to 
The Boat for countless years. 

 

The shop at Audlem Mill 

One of our most popular canalside businesses tells us how they survived lockdown 
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New Members 

Trade was brisk in the first week or so of March, much better than normal at 
that time of year and we anticipated a good season.  Then the impact of 
Coronavirus really hit, and we decided, for our own safety, to close the shop 
on Wednesday 18 March – just a few days before Boris announced that ‘non-
essential’ shops must close.  We’d been open just two and a half weeks! 

 

We then self-isolated for 12 
weeks in our flat on the top 
floor of Audlem Mill, with sup-
port and help from various 
sources, including friends and 
a local charity who collected 
and delivered prescriptions.  
Mr Sainsbury helped a lot too 
with deliveries! Without doubt 
the best delivery was the 
“emergency supply” of red 
wine delivered through our cat 
flap!!! Thank you Sue Cawson. 

 

Finally, we reopened our shop on 15 June, the day the Government          
permitted ‘non-essential’ shops to open.  The first week was very busy; clear-
ly, lots of people enjoyed the novelty of shops being open again.  But it has 
continued to be good, and July has been, in takings terms, one of the best 
since we came to Audlem Mill in 2007.  It’s been helped by the fact that boat 
owners and hirers have been able to stay overnight on their boats for much of 
the month, effectively meaning that boat holidays were again permitted. 

We lost three months’ sales in the shop, which we’ll obviously not recover, 
but we’re pleased that the season seems to be getting back to near-normal 
fast.  Let’s hope that this trend continues during the remainder of 2020. 

Please call in and see us whenever you are passing! 

Peter and Christine Silvester 

Best delivery—ever!!! 

We extend a warm welcome to the following new members: 

Mr Andy Wilson and family of Market Drayton. 

Richard Feeney 
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Brain of Monty Quiz 

A big ‘thank you’ to those members who have requested copies of the quiz 
and tor those members who have made donations. 

There is still time to get copies of the quiz, as the closing date is not until 
December. 

You can have hours of fun deciphering the MONTY clues. However, there is 
a change this year as numbers 18 and 32 have MONT in the question rather 
than the answer, but remember, if not in the question then MONT must   
appear in the answer. 

Apart from the prestige of winning the coveted title of 'Brain of Monty 2020' 
for which you will need perfect vision, you could also win the £25 prize, all 
for just £1. Why not give it a go and join the elite group of 'Brain of Monty' 
enthusiasts? The proceeds will go towards the restoration of the two miles 
of the Montgomery Canal from Crickheath to Llanymynech as part of the 
RESTORE THE MONTGOMERY CANAL! appeal.  

The winner will be announced in December on 
www.restorethemontgomerycanal.uk  

 

PLEASE PLEASE HELP US 

Are you willing to sell copies of the quiz?  It would be fantastic if every  
member of the Society could buy/sell just 5 copies. If you are willing please 
send: 

SAE (A5 16 x 23cm) plus £1 for a single copy 

or 

SAE (as above) plus £5 and sell the other copies to family and friends 

or 

SAE plus £1 and a donation to help the canal restoration 

From past experience, £1 coins travel easily through the post, suitably 
wrapped. However, notes and cheques are far safer. Cheques should be 
made payable to: Restore the Montgomery Canal and sent to:  Brain of 
Monty Quiz, Wyndcliff, Pen-y-Garreg Lane, Pant, Oswestry, SY10 8JS. 
Closing date for entries is 1

st
 December 2020 

 

Yes we really do need your help to reach the target of selling 1000 copies - 
just think of what your contribution will do for the restoration project! 

Gill Roberston 
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0871 200 8021 

http://www.restorethemontgomerycanal.uk
http://www.canalcontracting.co.uk/
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Gnosall C-Fest & Gnosall Towpath Restoration 

Unfortunately, due to the coronavirus pandemic, Gnosall C-Fest had to be 
cancelled this year. The safety of boaters, stall holders, performers,          
volunteers and our communities are at the centre of everything we do and 
this is particularly important during these challenging times. With this in mind, 
we wanted to let you know that having given the matter a great deal of 
thought we have come to the decision that it will not be viable to run the canal 
festival in Gnosall this year.  

We are however planning to hold         
C-Fest in July 2021, pencilled in for 
16th to 18th, and we hope you will be 
able to participate in what should be 
even   bigger and better festival than 
previously. Further information will be 
issued in due course, once the dates 
have been finalised for next year.  

 

Likewise, our volunteer work in the 
village (GTR) came to an abrupt halt 
and things are not as tidy as we 
would like. The major project of      
resurfacing the towpath is halted and 
at the moment, we are not sure when 
we will restart. Minor tasks are being 
undertaken, but gatherings of larger 
groups will have to wait for the      time
-being. 

  

 

 

 

Thank you all for your understanding and 
continued support. 

Barry Witts 

 

 

 

        Gnosall News 
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Cheshire Cat Narrowboat Holidays 
 
Hire one of our comfortable, 2 - 8 berth narrowboats 
to explore the beautiful canals of Cheshire, 
Shropshire and North Wales.  Take the trip of a 
lifetime over the world-famous Pontcysyllte Aqueduct, 
visit historic Chester, the Anderton Boat Lift or cruise 
around the Four Counties or Cheshire Rings. 
Based at Overwater Marina, just north of Audlem. 
 

Full tuition given, pets welcome at no extra charge. 
 

www.cheshirecatnarrowboats.co.uk 
Call 07867 790195 for more details. 
 

Cheshire Cat Training 
Narrowboat Handling courses to suit all abilities.  Half
-day basic boat handling, RYA Inland Waterways 
Helmsman and Inland Waterways Crew certificates, 
two day Life Afloat courses. 
 

Phone 07867 790195 for details of our next course. 
 
www.cheshirecattraining.co.uk 

M & L Canal Services 
 

• Boat Safety Scheme Examinations and remedial work 

• Breakdown and Call-out service 

• Engine Servicing and repairs 

• Plumbing and Electrical work 

• LPG gas installations, testing and repairs  

• Gas Safe registered 
 
Call Mark on 07970 384047 

http://www.cheshirecatnarrowboats.co.uk
http://www.cheshirecattraining.co.uk
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Aqueduct Marina returns to work 

The final steps in the process to get 

the full Aqueduct Marina team back 

to work have been completed. The 

executive team have worked     

conscientiously through the past 15 

weeks to guarantee staff,          

customers and boat owners were 

suitably protected and measures 

put in place to ensure the safe   

return for all. 

From the end of May, a total of 19 

Aqueduct Marina staff returned to 

work along with the remaining    

engineering team members. At the 

beginning of 2020, the Aqueduct 

Marina team consisted of 30 full 

time staff members. At the time of 

the lock down announcement in 

March the executive team made 

the decision to furlough 25 of the 

team. 

The final piece in the puzzle for 

Aqueduct Marina was the café and 

following further Government   

guidance and instructions it was 

able to reopen at the beginning of 

July.  

“I am very proud of the fantastic 

team I have at Aqueduct Marina. 

All of the staff have been very   

understanding and supportive   

during these different times.”         

comments Robert Parton,          

Aqueduct Marina Managing       

Director. 
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RICHARD POTTER LTD 
 

Supplier of Quality Hardwoods, Softwoods and Sheet Materials to 

many Narrowboat Owners 

 

We always have large stocks of veneered and marine plywood 

together with extensive stocks of other sheets, hardwoods, etc. 

We offer a full cutting to size and machining service. 

Local delivery service. 

 

Millstone Lane, Nantwich, Cheshire CW5 5PN 

Telephone 01270 625791 Fax 01270 610483 

 

Monday - Friday 8:00 am to 5:00 pm 

Saturday 8:30 am to 4:30 pm 

Sunday (stock and shop sales only) 10:00 am to 1:00 pm  

 

Website address www.fortimber.co.uk 

E-mail richardpotter@fortimber.co.uk 

“A big step we have taken is to completely remodel the reception area,    

giving “We have been bringing staff back from furlough since the end of April 

and now I am pleased to say we have the full team back. While the team has 

returned and we have all aspects of the business open, we have made many 

changes to ensure the safety of the team and customers. I can see many of 

these changes staying in place for the future with some being able to relax 

as and when the Government issues more guidance. 

“A big step we have taken is to completely remodel the reception area,    

giving the Brokerage team and Reception staff their own individual areas. 

We have made our pump out and diesel a D.I.Y facility, the Chandlery now 

operates a click and collect only system and we have removed the gates 

from the end of the mooring jetty, all to reduce communal contact points. 

Contactless taps have been added to the wash areas and we are really 

pleased that our café is again open and for now, we have pre-booked tables 

only.” 

With all sections of the business now open the Aqueduct Marina executive 

team has dedicated their forward planning to providing a safe environment 

for all and have adopted the sentiment; easy access Aqueduct                 

appointments, making more time for you. 

Aqueduct Marina 

http://www.fortimber.demon.co.uk
mailto:richardpotter@fortimber.demon.co.uk
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  Membership News 

 

 

Members are reminded that annual subs were due on July 1
st
. Thanks to 

those of you who have already paid (life members don’t need to do         
anything), but please can everybody else do one of the following: 

Post your subs to me at the below address; please make cheques    
payable to The Shropshire Union Canal Society 

Make a one-off BACS transfer to the Shropshire Union Canal Society 
bank account: Sort Code is 55-50-05; Account Number is 
01630962; Reference should be your membership number 

Set up a Standing Order for an initial payment and then a recurring  
payment on July 1

st
 every year in favour of the Shropshire Union 

Canal Society bank account: Sort Code is 55-50-05; Account   
Number is 01630962; Reference should be your membership   
number 

Ask me for a Standing Order form using the below contact details. 

Subs are again unchanged from last year: £10 for single, joint or family 
membership, £5 for junior membership and £200 for life membership. 

Renewals will be confirmed by email or letter. Life members should also 
have recently received an email or letter from me to check that the details 
that we hold for them are still correct. If you’ve renewed or you’re a life 
member and you haven’t heard from me, please let me know. 

Membership administration is easier and the society will save on postage 
costs if you can provide me with a correspondence email address, if you 
haven’t already done so. Note that Cuttings will still be posted to you 
(unless you explicitly request that it is emailed to you). 

A reminder that the society can reclaim tax on your subs and donations if 
you are a UK taxpayer and have completed a Gift Aid declaration form 
(which I can provide to you on request). Your renewal confirmation will have 
stated your current SUCS Gift Aid status. It is important to let me know if 
you stop paying UK tax so that we know to stop claiming Gift Aid. 

Please also let me know if your email address, postal address or telephone 
number changes. 

You can contact me about any membership matter at 42, Foyle Road, 
Blackheath, London, SE3 7RH, telephone 07920 708255 and email 
sucsmemsec@gmail.com. 

Richard Feeney 

http://www.nantwichmarina.co.uk/
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Sam & Sue of NB Spirit of The Wind have kept themselves busy during lockdown —
and the locals amused with their chalk musings at their mooring!! (PS—they do 
have permission from the owner of the building!!) On display  at bridge 62! 

 Lockdown brings out the artists!! 
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Vintage Marine Engine Mags? 

Interested in Vintage Marine Engines? 

The Society has been given a collection of 85 Vintage 
Marine Engines magazines. The author, Kevin Whittle, 
used to hold vintage engine rallies at Goldstone 
Wharf.  The magazines span about 14 years, the   
newest of which, being October 2013. The collection 
includes the Kelvin and Vintage Marine Engine     
Centenary Edition 

 

 

If you would like to make on offer to purchase these, 
please contact me at nbrosie2002@gmail.com 

Thank you 

Gill Robertson 

http://www.overwatermarina.co.uk/
mailto:nbrosie2002@gmail.com
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Sadly, there have not been any fundraising activities this year, with very little 
prospect of lock winds in the foreseeable future as it would be difficult to 
maintain appropriate social distancing. With the Gnosall, Ellesmere and 
Whitchurch events all cancelled this year, we have nowhere to take the stall. 

The Gnosall team have started work on a 2021 C-Fest proposed over the 
weekend of 16-18 July and we will be there to promote the Society provided 
nothing prevents it from taking place. 

As we are becoming a cashless society, 
with more and more people being 
encouraged to use contactless card 
payment, we have now moved into the 21

st
 

century and have a card payment facility 
we can use at fundraising events providing 
there is a suitable phone signal! 

We still need print cartridges to recycle, 
but the only ones we can send are the 
cube shaped Hp or Canon cartridges with 
the electronic panel (see photo). 

 

Pat Wilson is also still recycling used postage stamps and postcards, so 
please continue to send these through to her. 

Gill Robertson 

Donation 

Fundraising 2020 

The Society has received a very generous donation of £4000 (worth £5000 
as Gift Aid can be applied). The donation, from Mr and Mrs Roger          
Jefcoate. is given in memory of Dorothy Jones of Trederwen, Mrs          
Jefcoate’s mother. Dorothy was born in Trederwen and took the train from 
Arddleen to Welshpool for school. The family has links with Rhos, Four 
Crosses and Llanymynech. A letter of thanks has been sent to Mr and Mrs 
Jefcoate. 

Gill Robertson 
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Five Gold Anchor Accreditation 

Award-winning Inland Marina of the Year, Church Minshull Aqueduct Marina 
has received further industry recognition as it has retained their five gold 
anchor marina accreditation.                                  

Following the global     
marina assessment     
conducted by 

Shropshire Union Canal 
based family marina had 
once again maintained 
their fantastic five gold 
anchor accreditation.  

Once the Gold Anchor    Assessor 
has completed an evaluation & 
report an          Accreditation    
recommendation is put to either 
TYHA or MIA Gold Anchor   
Standards Panels for                
approval.     Mystery   shopper 
checks are used     during the 
three-year validity period to ensure 
the             accreditation remains 
valid as well as providing valuable    
additional information to the     
marina.  
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Chas Hardern Boats Ltd est 1972 

 

Family run 2 - 6 berth warm and comfortable narrowboats for hire.  All year 

cruising.  Short breaks generally available.  Dog friendly.  Excellent tuition.  

 

Services on site: diesel, gas, pump-out, gift shop. 

 

Also: Gas Safe engineer, 24hr breakdown service.  40 years experience with 

all engine and internal boat repairs. 

 

Members of IWA, BMF, APCO, FSB  Hireboat  handover external audit  

 

T: 01829 732595 E-mail: Chasboats@aol.com Web: www.chashardern.co.uk 
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Copy Deadlines 

Cuttings is published 4 times per year, in June, September, December and 
March.  Copy deadlines are 1st May, 1st August, 1st November and 1st 
February. COPY CANNOT BE ACCEPTED AFTER THESE DATES. 

Cuttings Editors:   Rod & Carol Hamilton-King  
                             01630 656732 or R: 07889 171598 or C: 07788 750474 
                             41 Waterside Drive, Market Drayton, Shropshire, TF9 1HU 
                             E-mail: sucuttingseditor@gmail.com 
 

The views expressed in Cuttings are not necessarily those of the Shropshire 
Union Canal Society. 

Contacting Cuttings 

Articles for Cuttings 
We are always pleased to receive contributions for Cuttings.  Text, photos 
etc. can be sent by post or by e-mail.  If you are ‘no good at the words’ 
simply send us the basis of your idea with all the relevant details and we will 
gladly put an article together for you. 

 

BOAT SAFETY CERTIFICATES 

            competitive rates 

10% discount for SUCS members! 

 

ALL BORDER COUNTIES WATERWAYS COVERED 

 

NEAL DODD MABSSE  BSS Authorised Examiner 

 (01686) 630250 (evenings)  wharfhouse@yahoo.co.uk 

http://www.hackgreen.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Chas-Hardern-Boats/239576126090656?ref=ts&fref=ts
mailto:chasboats@aol.com
http://www.chashardern.co.uk
mailto:sucuttings@btinternet.com
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For more information contact: 

Advertising in Cuttings 

The advertising rates are: 

 

Half page:  £75.00 for one year (four issues) 
Full page:  £125.00 for one year (four issues) 

 

There is a 10% discount for Commercial Members.  Adverts can start in any 
issue and will be invoiced annually.  
 

To find out more please contact Advertising Manager, Roger Beswick on 
01244 315534 or e-mail haslemere@chester50.plus.com. 

Discounts from our Advertisers 

Boat Safety Examiner Neal Dodd offers a discount to SUCS members. See 
advert for details. 

Please Support our Advertisers 

Please mention that you saw their advert in Cuttings magazine! 

Work Party Dates for 2020 

Collection Boxes 
It's good to be able to report that not quite all box-emptying activity has 
ceased!  We have a few boxes in village shops, which have remained open 
and as it seems, some people are reluctant to take their change in case it's 
infected, they drop it into the box instead so these are doing rather well.  We 
aren't all contactless just yet!          Sarah Thursfield 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

David Carter 01244 661440, 
E-mail: dcartersucs@gmail.com 

Month Dates Notes 

September 4/5/6   

October 2/3/4   

November 6/7/8   

Dates may be subject to late change due to you-know-what! Please check. 
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PLEASE COMPLETE THE BELOW IN BLOCK CAPITALS 

Please tick one of the following two options: 

      I hereby apply for election as a member 

      I hereby apply to renew my membership 

of the above Society and agree to abide by the rules of the Society. 

Title   Name   

Address   

  Post Code   

Telephone   E-mail   

(Juniors under 18 only) Please state your date of birth   

(Renewals only) Membership Number (if known):   

Please tick and complete one of the following three options: 

 I enclose a subscription of £_________* for the membership year starting       
July 1, 20 ____ and a donation of £  __________ (optional) 

 I have set up a Standing Order or completed a Direct Transfer. 

Please set up payment* to NatWest Bank, Sort Code 55-50-05 and  account 
number 01630962 using your membership number or postcode as the 
reference. Standing Orders should make the first payment immediately and 
on July 1 each year thereafter. 

 Please send me a Standing Order form. 

*Single, Joint, Family: £10; Juniors under 18: £5; Life: £200. 

 Please tick here if you are happy to receive Cuttings by email. 

Signed   Date   

(New members only) If you are a UK taxpayer, please sign the below Gift Aid declaration to 
enable the Society to reclaim the tax paid on your donations (including subscriptions): 

Name of Society: The Shropshire Union Canal Society (Registered Charity No. 
245875) 

I want the above charity to treat all donations that I have made over the last four years 
and all donations I make hereafter as Gift Aid donations. 

Signed   Date   

Please send completed forms to: Richard Feeney, Membership Secretary, 42 Foyle Road, 
Blackheath, London, SE3 7RH. Telephone: 07920 708255. Email: 
sucsmemsec@gmail.com 

  Membership Application/Renewal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:haslemere@chester50.plus.com
mailto:dcartersucs@gmail.com
mailto:sucsmemsec@btinternet.com
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