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Chairman’s Report  

In the Autumn edition of Cuttings, the Chairman’s report advised that work 
had re-commenced on the Montgomery Restoration. The detail of what has 
been achieved in a short space of time can be found in the Restoration 
Report in this issue.  There is also a report on the progress at Schoolhouse 
Bridge.   

We are always looking at the Covid 19 regulations in respect of work parties 
to ensure the safety of all volunteers in respect of the virus, and whilst social 
distancing and mask wearing measures have not been changed we are now 
able to provide TEA! 

We have held two Council meetings on Zoom and this has proved 
successful.  We shall continue holding the meetings on Zoom including the 
delayed AGM, details of which can be seen in this issue. 

Hire boating on the Shroppie returned following lockdown with many people 
trying out boat hire for the first time due to Covid restrictions on foreign 
travel. Hopefully, those ‘first timers’ enjoyed what our canal system had to 
offer and will return next year to explore further.   

2020 is a year that many of us would like to forget as various restrictions 
prevented us from doing so much. Here’s to 2021 being whatever ‘normal’ is 
enabling us to enjoy the waterways, either  boating, fishing, walking or just 
sitting and watching the world go by! 

     Prepared by Gill Robertson on behalf of 
 Rich Hamp, SUCS Chairman 

Do you know of any businesses that   
would like some advertising space in  
Cuttings?  

No need to worry about design - we can  
happily design an advert for you at no 
extra cost! 

Very competitive rates available; see 
details on page  34. 

For more details please contact Roger 
Beswick on 01244 315534 or e-mail 
haslemere@chester50.plus.com. 

Can you help? 
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Talking Towpaths 

 

I was unable to provide any update regarding the upgrading of the towpath 
at Market Drayton in the last issue, but I have received the following update 
from the West Midland Region of the Canal & River Trust. 

“Following an invitation to submit a full bid, an application was submitted at 
the beginning of September to EFRAD Rural Tourism Infrastructure         
programme, a European funding programme targeted at rural areas. The 
project is seeking to improve the towpath between Bridge 65 (Victoria Wharf) 
to Market Drayton Aqueduct, a distance of 1.2km with a self-bind surface, 
providing a year-round towpath, suitable for use whether on foot or bicycle. 
Should the bid be successful, it is anticipated that the works will be carried 
out towards the end of 2021.”  

I am not aware when the response will be given, but this is positive news. If 
anyone has any information on proposed improvements to the towpath in 
their area, I shall be very pleased to hear about them so that it can be      
reported in Cuttings. 

Rod Hamilton-King 

Editorial 

Here we are again with another issue of Cuttings, but with very little material 
to work with, due to the continuing disruption to daily life by the very          
annoying virus called Covid-19! All in all, this means that are not able to   
produce a full magazine, so we hope that our readers are not too              
disappointed.  

In this issue, we have details of the Society’s AGM, to be held in January 
2021 via Zoom. Hopefully, this facility will enable many members to join the 
AGM, who by the restrictions on distance, would not normally be able to do 
so. If you have not used Zoom before, it does feel a little strange at first, but it 
really does give you the opportunity to participate in a meeting, if you wish to 
do so.  

We also have an article by our long-term supporter Peter Brown and news of 
a 106-year-old feeling like the queen when she crossed the Pontcysyllte      
Aqueduct. We have the usual interesting updates on the progress on the 
Monty, loads of proposed Working Party dates for 2021, plus a self-indulgent 
story about our trip on the Monty. Look out for Nantwich Nessie, who makes 
her debut appearance! Please do not miss the very interesting article about 
the restoration of two historic working boats that have been donated to the 
SNCT. 

Rod & Carol Hamilton-King 

mailto:haslemere@chester50.plus.com
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Notice of Annual General Meeting 

The Annual General Meeting for 2020 has not been scheduled because of 
the Covid-19 situation. The meeting will now be held via Zoom video        
conferencing on Saturday 9th January 2021 at 10:30am. 

 

Under the Articles of Association of the Society, fifteen months is the longest 
interval permitted between AGMs. 

 

The Government COVID-19 guidance for Charities that do not have a clause 
in their governing document permitting online meetings is as follows: 

 

“Generally, if there is no such clause in the governing document and you  
decide to hold meetings over the phone or using digital solutions, we will  
understand, but you should record this decision and that you have done this 
to demonstrate good governance of your charity”. 

 

AGM Sub Committee 

 

Notes for Zoom meeting attendance: 

 

You will need a PC, laptop, tablet or smartphone with a camera and a       
microphone to attend over video. You may find it easier to download and  
install the Zoom application in order to do so. However, you can still attend 
over video if you don’t, by using Zoom within a browser. 

If you do not have access to one of these devices, you can still dial into the 
meeting using a mobile or traditional phone. You will need to call an 020 
number. 

Only one person should speak at a time. If you wish to speak and are       
attending over video, please alert the chairman by raising your hand. If you 
are dialling into the meeting, please make a verbal request and state your 
name at a suitable point. Your microphone should be muted during the  
meeting unless and until you are invited to speak by the chairman. At that 
point, please ensure your microphone is turned on and state your name   
before speaking.  

SUCS AGM         
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If you are attending the meeting over video: 

Please use this URL: https://tinyurl.com/sucsagm 

Or specify meeting ID 978 8671 0883 and password 841853. 

If you are dialling into the meeting: 

Please call 020 3481 5237 and when asked for: 

Meeting ID: type in 97886710883 followed by the hash key 

Participant ID: just press the hash key 

Password: type in 841853 followed by the hash key. 

So that we can keep track of who has attended the AGM, if you are          
attending over video, using the Chat facility, please specify your first and last 
name; if you are attending by dialling in, please announce your first and last 
name when joining. 

The Membership Secretary will also email all members for whom addresses 
are held during the week prior to the AGM with instructions as to how to join 
the meeting. If you have not provided your email address (or are unsure 
whether you have done so) but would like to join the meeting, please email 
the membership secretary (sucsmemsec@gmail.com) and state whether 
this email address should only be used for the purpose of this meeting.  

Should you have any questions on the AGM or require a proxy voting form, 
please contact the Society’s Secretary:  

  by email:  thob@btinternet.com 

  by post: 45 Windsor Drive, Market Drayton, Shropshire, TF9 1RL 

Documents: 

The following documents related to the meeting will be available from the 
Society’s  website at  http://shropshireunion.org.uk  
 

•      Minutes of the 2019 AGM held on 12th October 2019 (re Item 4) 

• Trustee Nomination Form 

• Financial Statement for the year ended 30th March 2019 (re Item 5 (ii))  

• Proxy voting form – available after 19th December 2020 

The Society thanks the Shrewsbury & Newport Canal Trust for the use of 
their online meeting template.                      

 

 

mailto:sucsmemsec@btinternet.com
mailto:thob@btinternet.com
http://shropshireunion.org.uk
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SUCS AGM - cont 

The Annual General Meeting of the Shropshire Union      
Canal Society Limited 

 
 

Saturday 9
th
 January 2021 at 1030 hours  

 
to be held using Zoom video conferencing  

 
 

AGENDA 
 
 

 
  1.     There is no clause in our Articles of Association that allows 

  us to have online meetings. However, in accordance with the 
  Governments Covid19 guidance we are allowed to hold this 
  meeting using a digital solution (online using Zoom software). 

 
 
 2.  Apologies for absence. 
 
 
 3.  Reminder of the procedure for this meeting. 
 
 
 4.  Adoption of the minutes of the 2019 AGM (held on 12

th
          

   October 2019) 
  
  
 5.  Reports:  
   i. Chair 
   ii. Treasurer 
 
 
 6.  Election of auditors. 
 
  
 7.   Election of Trustees. 
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     Trustee Nomination Form 2020 

 

 
 

 
 

Instructions: 

1.  Print form, insert both signatures and send to:                                                                          
 Terry O’Brien (Society Secretary) 

 45 Windsor Drive 

 Market Drayton 

 Shropshire 

 TF9 1RL 

 or scan and email to thob@btinternet.com 

    2. Forms must arrive by 19
th
 December 2020 

Member being nominated for election to serve as a trustee on the  

Council of the Shropshire Union Canal Society: 

Full name:   

Membership  

number: 
  

Email address:   

Signature:   

Member making nomination 

Full name:   

Signature:   

mailto:thob@btinternet.com
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As Ellesmere Port Docks were owned, in effect, by the London & North   
Western Railway (LNWR), it seems surprising that there was no link into it 
from the railway network until 1873 - and that this link used horses, not steam 
locomotives as the motive power. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Hooton to Helsby line was opened by the Birkenhead Joint Committee in 
1863.  A rail connection from it was first discussed in 1861, but nothing     
further was done for five years.  Two plans were then considered: a tramroad 
along Station Road costing an estimated £1,180 and an alternative line   
costing £2,372 suitable for locomotives, but which, would need land to be 
bought from the Westminster Estate.  The matter was deferred again until 
1870 when it was decided that a locomotive line was preferable, but as a 
temporary measure the roadside line should be constructed.  At the next 
meeting of the committee the plans were agreed. 

 

SU Tramway at Ellesmere Port 
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Progress was slow.  The Birkenhead Joint Committee seems to have been 
uncooperative, insisting on an annual payment of £50, ostensibly for holding 
the key to the gate where the tramway left the railway’s property.  (This was 
despite the LNWR being joint owner of the railway.)   

Eventually all the agreements were made.  The line was quickly constructed 
from just west of Ellesmere Port Station (renamed from Whitby Locks in 
1870), the junction facing towards Hooton, crossing to the east side of      
Station Road and running alongside it for about 700 yards before recrossing 
it at the junction with Dock Street and entering the dockyard.  For most of 
the way between the station and the church the road ran through fields, the 
only buildings being the vicarage and the National School. 

Two horses were bought to pull the wagons, but it was soon found that boat 
horses were not strong enough for the work and heavier horses had to be 
hired.  In 1885 the committee contemplated having a locomotive, but the 
price of £450 was thought to exceed the cost of horsing.  In any case the  
legal agreement of 1873 stated that the line was to be used as a horse   
tramway and could not be used by locomotives. 

The ‘temporary’ arrangement lasted for over twenty years.  The only       
incident of note was in 1890 when a Manchester Ship Canal workman was 
knocked down and killed.  

The previous year, with the Ship Canal being constructed past the docks, 
the committee considered the commercial prospects resulting from its           
completion.  The provision of a proper railway connection was stressed.  
The LNWR obtained parliamentary approval for the compulsory purchase of 
the land needed, but the new railway did not open until the winter of 1894/5.  
The old tramway was taken up in 1895 and the following year the Wirral 
Rural District Council adopted Station Road as a public highway. 

Peter Brown 

Snippets from The Shroppie 

 A rare sight on the Middlewich branch—a beautiful black swan! 

 Three fire engines were called to a chemical spill on a canal boat at 
Beeston; anti-freeze had spilt onto the batteries and released a    
chemical gas - scary!! 

 75 years ago on 7th September 1945 a section of canal at Sun Bank 
Holt burst its banks causing a passing train to crash, killing the driver. 

 Great to see new mooring rings installed below Lock 15 at Audlem. 

 Congratulations to Overwater Marina voted Runner Up in Towergate 
Insurances’ Marina of the year 2020 
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Restoration Update 

 

There are two sorts of restoration update. The first is when the author has 
to scratch around to find anything to write. The second is where there is so 
much activity that the word and picture limits are threatened. This report is 
of the second type! 

Work restarted in July and in the three 
months covered by this article no less 
than seven three-day work parties took 
place in an attempt to catch up some of 
the time lost to newts/virus/bad ground.  
It is a great testament to our volunteers 
that each one of these events was fully 
manned.  

The main job in August was the        
treatment of the channel bed to make it 
capable of bearing the weight of      
earthmoving machines. Surface silt and 
vegetation was removed and the channel 
bed treated with cement grout to a depth 
of 200mm, effectively turning the surface 
into a block of concrete. After allowing 
the cement to cure, the areas are  covered with layers of terram fabric and 

geogrid topped off with up to 
300mm of crushed stone. About 
one hundred metres of channel was 
treated in this way.  

From September onwards attention 
switched to constructing the banks 
on both sides of the channel for a 
length of about 40 metres, adjacent 
to the Oak Tree. These consist of 
an earth core covered with stone, 
both compacted using an excavator 
mounted attachment. The moisture 
content of the earth is critical to  
success, and we expended        
considerable effort in covering both 
the spoil heap and the working   
areas to keep the work going during 
wet weather.  At the time of writing 
a long section of the offside bank is 
up to its final 
design height.  

 

The culvert takes shape 

Bank construction at Oak Tree 
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So much effort is being concentrated on this small length of channel        
because the banks in question are located over the deepest of the           
underlying peat beds. When finished they will be topped up with excess 
stone and weighed down by water filled containers to induce irreversible 
subsidence. This process takes a minimum of six months and so to keep to 
the programme this work must be finished by the end of this year.  

 

In parallel with the work on the banks, the drain gang persevered through 
ground conditions, which varied from bad to worse to eventually install the 
land drain in the bed of the channel from Crickheath to the Oak Tree.  That 
done, they completed of a section of the culvert, which will eventually drain 
fields on the offside of the canal at Crickheath.  

Our ‘sideline’ at various times during the summer was the clearance of the 
Crickheath South channel – the section between the houses. The whole  
section is now devoid of everything bar the large trees which will be removed 
in the winter.  The work has revealed some impressive details of the old 
tramway wharf area. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It would be nice to invite Society members to view our efforts but alas, for 
safety reasons, the towpath is closed between Crickheath and Pryces   
Bridges for the duration of the works.   

David Carter 

 

 

   

The wide open spaces of Crickheath South 
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October has been one of the most notable months in the restoration of the 
Montgomery Canal.  It’s been a long time since so many volunteers from so 
many groups worked on the canal for so many consecutive days.  The 
Society working party on 2-4 October was followed by the start of work at 
Schoolhouse Bridge with volunteers from TRAMPS and SUCS, and they 
were followed by WRG North West.   

The work at the bridge – all 
Covid-compliant of course – 
started by fencing the areas we 
shall use in three fields around 
the bridge, generously made 
available by the owners.  A     
by-pass track was then laid to 
the west of Long Lane for use 
by heavy vehicles, which would 
find alternative routes difficult.  
This track will be available when 
contractors lay a diversionary 
water main in November, which 
may involve a short road 
closure and of course, it will be 
in regular use when the road is 
closed for the main project next 
year.   

 

The fenced area in third field will be the main compound for materials and 
welfare facilities.  The newly arrived “welfare cabin” is already familiar with 
canal restoration as it has been acquired from the Pocklington Canal 
Amenity Society, to whom we are very grateful. 

This has been the all-important preparation for what is to come next year.  
We plan to start the main bridge work in the spring, giving no more than 
seven summer months to build the bridge. It is a challenging project and a 
challenging timetable.   

It would have cost three times as much to take on contractors for the project.  
Extra costs such as the water-main diversion have already added 
significantly to our original estimate, so we could have been trying to raise 
even more than the Lichfield & Hatherton’s £1 million David Suchet appeal.  
We decided instead to use volunteers as much as possible. 

 

 

 

  

Schoolhouse Bridge: work starts 

Fencing team 
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The Restore the Montgomery Canal!    
appeal has already raised more than our 
original estimate.  By the end of            
December, the bills for planning, ground 
investigations, ecological, traffic and other 
surveys, site preparation and the          
water main will have come to over 
£100,000.  At the time of writing we are 
still waiting for final contractors’ costings 
for specialised works. If they come within 
our expectations, we shall have funds to 
cover the whole project, but that may   
involve using (with permission), donations 
allocated to later projects and as I have 
said before, those donations will need to 
be replaced.  It clearly remains really important that funds keep coming in. 
Friends have raised nearly £200 selling at their gate, items that would     
otherwise have been on sale at a lock-wind. We even received a telephone 
call from someone, who may not be known to any of us, but was followed by 
a cheque for £250 with Gift Aid, adding a further 25%. 

The challenge of building a bridge from start to finish in one summer is    
unavoidable.  Our commitment to the timetable has made the project      
possible in the eyes of the authorities, local residents and the users of Long 
Lane.   

It would have been impossible to commit 
to the timetable without our confidence 
that canal volunteers would rise to the 
challenge.  Restore the Montgomery     
Canal! is of course a joint effort by SUCS, 
IWA and the Friends of the Montgomery 
Canal and does not have any members or 
volunteers of its own.  I have said before 
that we don’t wish to draw anyone away 
from Society work-parties – they are     
important too – but we have been grateful 
for the help we have already received from 
members and from others who have come 
to join the project and we hope they will 
come again.   

As we will not just be working at         
weekends, we hope the project will appeal 

to new volunteers too.  We are particularly keen to bolster the site         
management team for next year: this could be valuable experience for a 
younger person looking to build up a CV, or an opportunity for someone  
between jobs, retired or approaching retirement. 

 

Stone delivery 

Opening track across canal bed 

mailto:michael.limbrey@waterays.org.uk
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The plan is to start by excavating the embankment for a reinforced concrete 
foundation slab and walls.  The bridge arch will then be installed by specialist 
contractors.  Volunteers will form the road approaches with gabions and 
geotextile embankments (as at Whitehouse Bridge, Welshpool).  Contractors 
will lay the road surface with volunteers assisting with drains – possibly 
kerbing too if they have the skills – landscaping and other finishing tasks. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It has been a challenge and indeed, remains one.  Four years ago, few of us 
would have been confident that we could raise the amount needed or 
overcome the challenges of the design process.  Now we just have to finish 
the bridge within the next twelve months. 
 

It is not just the bridge that the Restore the Montgomery Canal! team has 
achieved.  They have shown that the restoration does not just have to rely on 
grants from the lottery, Westminster, Cardiff or even Europe.  Much 
restoration of recent years has been made possible in this way, managed 
through CRT, but the Schoolhouse project has been very much led by 
volunteers and that has not escaped the attention of politicians and officials 
at local and national level. 

October was notable.  Next year can be even more exciting!   

As we get further into next year’s planning it would be great to have an 
indication from anyone who would like to help this exciting project.  Do you 
know anyone who might? 

Offers to help can be sent to project team member Ken Jackson 
kgjackson@btinternet.com or 01584 823401 or 07778 417315.  More at 
www.RestoreTheMontgomeryCanal.uk/getinvolved.html . 

Michael Limbrey  

Schoolhouse Bridge - cont 

Finishing the track 
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RICHARD POTTER LTD 
 

Supplier of Quality Hardwoods, Softwoods and Sheet Materials to many 

Narrowboat Owners 

 

We always have large stocks of veneered and marine plywood together 

with extensive stocks of other sheets, hardwoods, etc. 

We offer a full cutting to size and machining service. 

Local delivery service. 

 

Millstone Lane, Nantwich, Cheshire CW5 5PN 

Telephone 01270 625791 Fax 01270 610483 

 

Monday - Saturday  8:00 am to 1:00 pm 

Sunday (stock & shop sales only),Summer Mar-Oct 10:00am to 1:00pm 

Sundays Winter Nov-Feb: Closed 

 

Website address www.fortimber.co.uk 

E-mail richardpotter@fortimber.co.uk 

mailto:kgjackson@btinternet.conm
http://www.RestoreTheMontgomeryCanal.uk/getinvolved.html
http://www.fortimber.demon.co.uk
mailto:richardpotter@fortimber.demon.co.uk
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The future is now looking bright for a unique pair of working narrowboats that 
have languished for 15 years under the trees of Northamptonshire. A team of 
dedicated and enthusiastic volunteers has been mobilised to give Bainton 
and Berkhampstead a new lease of life as floating ambassadors for a 
sustainable restoration of the Shrewsbury and Newport Canals, between 
Norbury Junction in Stafford and Shrewsbury.  

The Town class “large Woolwich” motor and butty Bainton and 
Berkhampstead, are one of the few remaining original pairs to be worked 
together since leaving the Harland and Wolff factory in 1936.  Built for the 
Grand Union Canal Carrying Co and later transferred to British Waterways, 
the boats plied the Grand Union until 1978, when the butty was scrapped and 
believed to have been “cut up”.  It later emerged that a mistake had been 
made at Bulls Bridge yard. The wrong boat was broken up and an attempt 
was made at a cover-up.  However, karma intervened when eagle-eyed 
boater, Roger White, who had bought Bainton some years before and always 
hoped to reunite the two boats and work them together again, spotted a Town 
Class butty with her original sign written name poorly overpainted, with the 
name of “Ayr” - and realised he had found his “Berkhampstead”!  

Name and spelling are a talking-point to argue over a glass of the finest, but 
the real interest and excitement has to be how the boats were used and will 
be used again to introduce and inspire folk to appreciate and secure our 
incredible canal system for the future.  

For many years Roger kept the two boats together, working them as holiday 
camping boats on the southern canals, until he retired,   As the years passed, 
Roger realised he needed to leave behind the worry of looking after his boats, 
but didn’t want to see them separated again.  A good friend suggested he talk 
to Bernie Jones at the Shrewsbury and Newport Canals Trust: one thing led 
to another and Roger offered to gift his beloved craft to the Trust.  

The Trust’s ambitious goal is to reopen the canal navigation from Norbury 
Junction all the way to Shrewsbury. A lifetime task unless maybe, investors 
can grasp the opportunity a re-imagined canal could offer as a catalyst and 
channel for future energy and food production, alongside sustainable 
housing, transport, economic development and wellbeing.  Applying the kind 
of entrepreneurial visionary strategy that built the canal network - and linked 
Ironbridge and the cradle of the industrial revolution to the wider world - the 
Trust agreed to look after the two boats. The stated intent is to keep them 
together and develop a plan to use them as active ambassadors for the 
Trust’s vision and activities – either travelling the canal system or located in 
the restored wharf at Wappenshall Junction. Or both!   

 

 

 

Boats Boost Canal Revival   
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Under the command of David Ray, Director at Norbury Wharf Ltd., a small 
volunteer crew took on the first leg of the journey to Norbury Junction,      
labouring through torrential rain to bring the two boats from Weedon Bec to 
Alvechurch just before the Covid-19 lockdown.  A fresh team took on        
navigating the second leg via Great Haywood, joining the Shropshire Union 
Canal and reaching Norbury Wharf.  Here, the two boats are now being   
lovingly worked on to bring them back into use.  The excitement is tangible. 
Support and interest is coming in from many quarters – including local    
businesses, passers-by and canal enthusiasts.  In return for volunteers 
keeping the yard in good order, the Canal and River Trust has granted a 
mooring at their Norbury Wharf.  Bainton and Berkhampstead are now clean 
and tidy, the butty’s back cabin is fully lined and there’s even a job for them 
in the offing - helping to shift a pile of gravel to a CRT worksite at Gnosall!  

The Trust is actively encouraging members to be imaginative and dream a 
little around the canal’s future, start to explore how to join up significant dots 
along the line of the Shrewsbury & Newport canals in ways that have a   
positive impact – for both people and the environment.  Ideas for exhibiting 
and using the boats, demonstrating traditional skills and modelling           
new-thinking for propulsion, construction and energy (for example) are     
already flowing in, A working group is shaping a plan! They are  hoping that 
the Bainton and Berkhampstead Boat Project will help people to make links 
and clarify connections between the muddy clearing and construction work 
going on in Shrewsbury, at Berwick, in Wappenshall, in Newport and at   
Norbury – and the contribution canals make to wider community needs.  

How can you help? **Follow the SNCT – www.sncanals.org.uk  **Or find us 
on Facebook! **Read more **Get involved **Support the restoration effort 
**Volunteer 

Stephen Kearney 

Canal Revival - cont  

New Members 
 

We all extend a warm welcome to: 

Peter Kitchin of York 

Gary & Debby Bridge of Whaley Bridge 

Allan & Annie Cox of Malvern 

Linda Hart of Evesham 

Simon Quick of Oswestry 

Richard Feeney 
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Dates may be changed  in line with government coronavirus guidance. 

 

 

Winter Stoppages 2020-21 

Start 
Month 

Start 
Date 

Finish 
Month 

Fin-
ish 

Date 
Location Canal 

Nov 2 Nov 30 
Pool Quay Lock         

Bridge 111 Montgomery 

Nov 2 Dec 12 Bridge 20, Wrenbury Llangollen 

Nov 2 Dec 12 Lock 6, Grindley Brook Llangollen 

Jan 4 Feb 5 Lock 9 Christleton Shropshire Union 

Jan 4 Feb 2 Lock 4 Audlem Shropshire Union 

Feb 1 Feb 19 
Weavers Bridge 18, 

Church Minshull Middlewich Branch 

Feb 8 March 19 Chirk Tunnel Llangollen 

Feb 8 March 19 Pontcysyllte Aqueduct Llangollen 

http://www.sncanals.org.uk
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What a way to celebrate!! 

“Nantwich Nessie”!! 

This monster was spotted out and about in various  locations on the     
Llangollen and Shroppie this summer! He was even  mentioned in the 
Nantwich News - fame    indeed!     

What a way to celebrate your 106th birthday! High on Gwen’s bucket list 
was a trip across the famous Pontcysyllte Aqueduct so her family booked 
the trip of a lifetime with Llangollen Wharf. They had a wonderful day, com-
plete with hired skipper and a fabulous take away cream tea - Gwen said so 
many people waved at her as she passed she felt like the queen! 
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0871 200 8021 

http://www.canalcontracting.co.uk/
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Oil Painting for sale! 

 

Fantastic opportunity to own this beautiful painting! 

 

We have received the very generous donation of an original oil painting by 
Dave Holloway featuring the S.U.R&C Co butty “Lorna” together with two 
Brierley Hill boats “Elizabeth” and “Four Sisters”.  The painting was        
originally bought for £500 and we are open to offers to purchase this    
painting. 

It is framed and measures 23” x 19” overall, with the actual canvas without 
its frame being 20” x 16”  

Please contact me on 07587 212868 or nbrosie2002@gmail.com 

Gill Robertson  

http://www.nantwichmarina.co.uk/
mailto:nbrosie2002@gmail.com
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 Membership News 

News from Montgomery Waterway Restoration Trust  

• ITV Wales filmed on the Montgomery Canal in September in        
preparation for a series on the Wonders of the Borders to be      
broadcast next year. They filmed a TRAMPS work party at Pant, 
then at Carreghofa and on the Vyrnwy Aqueduct. 

• Shropshire’s latest consultation on its Local Development Plan gave 
us the opportunity to highlight the potential for the canalside at       
Llanymynech, where the adjoining Heritage Area has been            
designated a county nature reserve. 

• Shropshire Council has agreed to work with CRT and us, in a group 
led by a senior cabinet member to promote the canal for funding.  
Powys County Council has been invited to work on the same basis 
in Wales. We hope it will help us present the case for the canal to 
the Mid-Wales Growth Deal. 

• We hear that Powys County Council has just obtained an ‘Enabling 
Natural Resources and Well-being’ grant to ‘create opportunities for 
increased wellbeing, for individuals and communities along the      
corridors of canals in Mid Wales... to ignite active travel, providing 
greater connectivity between rural settlements and urban areas and 
links with greenspaces and biodiversity’.   No news yet as to what 
that might mean for the Montgomery Canal. 

Michael Limbrey 

News from The Monty Trust 

Thanks to all of you who have renewed your subs for the 2020/21         
membership year. Anybody who renewed by the end of November should 
have received confirmation from me by letter or email. If you haven’t        
received a confirmation, please get in touch as per the below. 

  

You can contact me about any membership matter at 42 Foyle Road,    
Blackheath, London, SE3 7RH, telephone 07920 708255 and email         
sucsmemsec@gmail.com. 

 

Richard Feeney 
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 Stamps Coins & Post Cards 

Like many others in the world, I have been confined to my house for much of 
this last year. Probably because of the lockdown I have not received many 
stamps etc as usual, but I have had enough to recently ask my dealer to 
come to me to collect them. The money for these will be with us soon and 
the amount published in the next issue of Cuttings. 

As always, many thanks to all of you mentioned below who have managed 
to send stamps in - every contribution is appreciated 

 

Keep collecting!!                                                                        Pat Wilson 

Anon x 3 P Bradley & friends B & G Buss 

Dr & Mrs Butler D Campbell M & B Frantzen 

Mr & Mrs Fahey Mrs Firth S Gee 

A Hayes T Hesselgrove R & C Hamilton-King 

J Harding D Jones C Magner 

S Palmer C & H Rushton C & S Robertson 

J & E Whitehead M Ward J & F Woolcock 

Market Drayton Amateur Sports Club 

http://www.hackgreen.co.uk/
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   Our first time on The Monty! 

What is all the fuss about? We thought we ought to find out!! 

We have heard so much and published many articles about the Monty, but 
have never actually taken our boat down – so this summer (after we were 
able to travel the canals once more & Hurleston lock had been fixed!), we 
decided to venture down and see what all the fuss is about!! 

We duly booked our passage 
through Frankton locks where we 
were met by some very helpful    
lockies! Down through the first three 
locks and into a narrow passage with 
high reeds – we kept our fingers 
crossed we did not meet any boats 
approaching the locks!! Safely 
through this very tight section, we 
started to really appreciate the wild 
and natural beauty of this remote 
canal. We passed what at first sight 

was an ornamental lily pond, but is actually a winding point (would seem a 
shame to disturb the lilies by turning a 
boat there!!). An abundance of wildlife 
and fauna and not many other boats 
make a visit here very peaceful, but with 
lots of interest too with some note-
worthy buildings dotted along the way, 
including a curious cottage with upstairs 
windows painted on the brickwork! A 
throwback to the window tax maybe!  

We found a mooring at Maesbury, made 
a quick visit to the Navigation – all 
properly socially distanced, so not quite 
the same as usual, but a warm welcome 
as always! 

Next morning we set off on foot along the towpath passing Canal Central and 
onwards in the direction of Welshpool, stopping by bridge 82 to chat across 
the canal to the owner of a delightful cottage in one of the prettiest settings 
ever!  We continued, enjoying the scenery, with the intention of walking as 
far as Schoolhouse Bridge that we have heard so much about. Sadly, we 
were thwarted at bridge 83, our way blocked by sturdy fencing!  Better luck 
next time! Coffee and cake at the café before setting off on the return journey 
– mooring at Perry Aqueduct overnight. Probably the best mooring in the 
system!! 
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The weather broke the next day, and 
what should have been a very quick trip 
back to Frankton took an eternity whilst 
we helped another boat through      
Graham Palmer lock. A very shallow 
lock it maybe, but when something is 
stuck fast behind the lock gate with a 
boat in the lock it still takes a long time!  

 

We may have had a soggy end to our 
short stay on the Monty, but we will 
be back! Really looking forward to the 
time when we can continue cruising 
further along this beautiful rural canal. 

 

 

Rod & Carol Hamilton-King 
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With no opportunity to hold lock winds and with waterways events cancelled 
this year, fundraising has been almost non-existent.  However, we were able 
to take the stall to New Marton lock cottage for four days in August and 
managed to raise £490 from the sale of marmalade, jams, honey, chutneys 
and cakes.  We had intended to do some more days there but with 
Denbighshire being in local lockdown for several weeks and then with Wales 
being in full lockdown we could not legally leave Llangollen!  Thank you to Dr 
and Mrs Butler of New Marton lock cottage for allowing us the use of their 
garden. 

We hope that 2021 will see us being able to fully fundraise once more.  It is 
unlikely that there will be a May lock wind because most of the helpers are 
involved in the Montgomery restoration, and with two work parties a month I 
cannot ask them to give up any more time.  If anyone else would like to be 
involved in lock winds, please get in touch.  nbrosie2002@gmail.com 

Gill Robertson 

Fundraising 2020 
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Gift Aid 

 

I thought it might be useful to reiterate what Gift Aid is all about. Gift Aid is a 
government scheme which increases the value of any payments that you 
make to a charity (such as SUCS) in the form of subs or donations. This is 
at no extra cost to yourself, as long as you pay income or capital gains tax. 
We can claim 25p in Gift Aid for every £1 that you give to the society in a 
given tax year, provided you have paid income tax or capital gains in that 
tax year, that is at least equal to the amount we are claiming. So, for       
example, if you pay subs of £10, the society can claim £2.50, as long as you 
have paid at least £2.50 in tax. 

In order for us to claim Gift Aid on your payments, you will need to have 
completed a Gift Aid declaration and sent it to the Membership Secretary. 
The declaration will cover all payments made to the society going forward, 
but also any payments made in the last four years. Hence if you have made 
payments in the last four years, but haven’t yet completed a declaration, it’s 
not too late for us to claim the Gift Aid. 

If you and your partner have joint membership and one partner pays tax but 
the other does not, the taxpayer should submit the declaration and make 
payments to the society. 

Payments from a joint account are fine, provided that the person who has 
completed the Gift Aid declaration is named on the account. 

The declaration lasts until further notice. Hence, it’s important that you tell 
us if you stop paying income or capital gains tax, or if you don’t want the 
society to claim Gift Aid on your payments for any other reason. 

Each year, when you pay your subs, I will send you a renewal confirmation 
letter or email. In this, I will restate the society’s understanding of your Gift 
Aid status. This will hopefully be a reminder for you to tell us that you have 
started paying tax (and so the society can start claiming Gift Aid as long as 
you also complete a declaration) or stopped paying tax, (in which case the 
society will no longer claim Gift Aid). 

We submit a Gift Claim to HMRC at the beginning of every calendar year 
and so we’ll be doing so next in January 2021. Hence now would be a good 
time to tell us if your Gift Aid status has changed, if you haven’t already 
done so. 

Richard Feeney 
SUCS Membership Secretary 

http://www.overwatermarina.co.uk/
mailto:Nbrosie2002@gmail.com
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Chas Hardern Boats Ltd est 1972 

 

Family run 2 - 6 berth warm and comfortable narrowboats for hire.  All year 

cruising.  Short breaks generally available.  Dog friendly.  Excellent tuition.  

 

Services on site: diesel, gas, pump-out, gift shop. 

 

Also: Gas Safe engineer, 24hr breakdown service.  40 years experience with 

all engine and internal boat repairs. 

 

Members of IWA, BMF, APCO, FSB  Hireboat  handover external audit  

 

T: 01829 732595 E-mail: Chasboats@aol.com Web: www.chashardern.co.uk 

  

Work Party Dates 2020-2021 

 
Month Dates   Month Dates 

December 4/5/6   July 2/3/4 

January 15/16/17   July 16/17/18 

February 19/20/21   August 6/7/8 

March 5/6/7   August 20/21/22 

March 18/19/20   September 3/4/5 

April** 2/3/4/5   September 17/18/19 

April 16/17/18   October 1/2/3 

April/May 30/1/2   October 15/16/17 

May 21/22/23   November 5/6/7 

June 4/5/6   November 19/20/21 

      December 3/4/5 

**Easter: provision for 4 days if required  

For more information contact:            David Carter 01244 661440 
 E-mail: dcartersucs@gmail.com 
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Copy Deadlines 

Cuttings is published 4 times per year, in June, September, December and 
March.  Copy deadlines are 1st May, 1st August, 1st November and 1st 
February. COPY CANNOT BE ACCEPTED AFTER THESE DATES. 

Cuttings Editors:   Rod & Carol Hamilton-King  
                             01630 656732 or R: 07889 171598 or C: 07788 750474 
                             41 Waterside Drive, Market Drayton, Shropshire, TF9 1HU 
                             E-mail: sucuttingseditor@gmail.com 
 

The views expressed in Cuttings are not necessarily those of the Shropshire 
Union Canal Society. 

Contacting Cuttings 

Articles for Cuttings 

We are always pleased to receive contributions for Cuttings.  Text, photos 
etc. can be sent by post or by e-mail.  If you are ‘no good at the words’ 
simply send us the basis of your idea with all the relevant details and we will 
gladly put an article together for you. 

 

BOAT SAFETY CERTIFICATES 

            competitive rates 

10% discount for SUCS members! 

 

ALL BORDER COUNTIES WATERWAYS COVERED 

 

NEAL DODD MABSSE  BSS Authorised Examiner 

 (01686) 630250 (evenings)  wharfhouse@yahoo.co.uk 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Chas-Hardern-Boats/239576126090656?ref=ts&fref=ts
mailto:chasboats@aol.com
http://www.chashardern.co.uk
mailto:dcartersucs@gmail.com
mailto:sucuttings@btinternet.com
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Advertising in Cuttings 

The advertising rates are: 

 

Half page:  £75.00 for one year (four issues) 
Full page:  £125.00 for one year (four issues) 

 

There is a 10% discount for Commercial Members.  Adverts can start in any 
issue and will be invoiced annually.  
 

To find out more please contact Advertising Manager, Roger Beswick on 
01244 315534 or e-mail haslemere@chester50.plus.com. 

Discounts from our Advertisers 
Boat Safety Examiner Neal Dodd offers a discount to SUCS members. See 
advert for details. 

Please Support our Advertisers 

Please mention that you saw their advert in Cuttings magazine! 

Collection Boxes 
The collecting box routine has been well and truly disrupted, as many of the 
boxes are in businesses which have been closed and as I write, this one 
collector is under Welsh lockdown!  However, we're an ingenious lot and 
innovations are being devised such as 'phoning the marina and asking them 
to shake the box and tell us if we need to empty it'.  We aren't optimistic 
about the year's total, but at least a few village shops have been doing very 
well. 

Sarah Thursfield 

On-line Floating Xmas     
Market!   

Open every day until          
December 17th 10.00 to 18.00 
for many ideal Xmas gifts!  

Please support these canal 
traders; many of whom live 
and trade on The Shroppie! 
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PLEASE COMPLETE THE BELOW IN BLOCK CAPITALS 

Please tick one of the following two options: 

 I hereby apply for election as a member 

 I hereby apply to renew my membership 

of the above Society and agree to abide by the rules of the Society. 

Title   Name   

Address   

  Post Code   

Telephone   E-mail   

(Juniors under 18 only) Please state your date of birth   

(Renewals only) Membership Number (if known):   

Please tick and complete one of the following three options: 

 I enclose a subscription of £_________* for the membership year starting 

July 1, 20 ____ and a donation of £  __________ (optional) 

 I have set up a Standing Order or completed a Direct Transfer. 

Please set up payment* to NatWest Bank, Sort Code 55-50-05 and 
account number 01630962 using your membership number or postcode 
as the reference. Standing Orders should make the first payment 
immediately and on July 1 each year thereafter. 

 Please send me a Standing Order form. 

*Single, Joint, Family: £10; Juniors under 18: £5; Life: £200. 

          Please tick here if you are happy to receive Cuttings by email. 

Signed   Date   

(New members only) If you are a UK taxpayer, please sign the below Gift Aid 
declaration to enable the Society to reclaim the tax paid on your donations (including 
subscriptions): 

Name of Society: The Shropshire Union Canal Society (Registered Charity No. 
245875) 

I want the above charity to treat all donations that I have made over the last four 
years and all donations I make hereafter as Gift Aid donations. 

Signed   Date   

Please send completed forms to: Richard Feeney, Membership Secretary, 42 Foyle 
Road, Blackheath, London, SE3 7RH. Telephone: 07920 708255. Email: 
sucsmemsec@gmail.com 

 

   Membership Application/Renewal 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:haslemere@chester50.plus.com
mailto:sucsmemsec@btinternet.com
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