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Chairman’s jottings 
 

British Waterways ceased to exist on 2nd July 2012, and in its place we 
have the Canal & River Trust.  On 12th July there are a series of launch 
events taking place all over England and Wales.  I have been honoured 
with three separate invitations, to Ellesmere, Ellesmere Port and 
London, but decided that the launch at Ellesmere was closest to the 
Society’s sphere of operations and so I have accepted that one on 
behalf of the Society.  So far as I can tell, the events are intended as a 
public celebration of the new charity.  In British Waterways’ own words, 
this is a “soft launch”.  I will be able to tell you more about it in the 
October CUTTINGS. 
 
As you know, this year the May Bank Holiday Lockwind was transposed 
to June and the weather could have been better, to say the least.  
Nevertheless, the Lockwind raised well over £2,000, so a big thank you 
to everyone involved.  I should like to make a particular mention of the 
Marmalade Ladies.  For twenty years these ladies have been producing 
their delicious marmalade for the lockwinds.  They have now decided to 
retire.  On behalf of the Society, I should like to extend a very sincere 
“thank you” for their labours over the years.   
 
At the end of this month we have the August Bank Holiday Lockwind, 
and then the Ellesmere Boat Rally on the 7th, 8th and 9th September. 
The Rally has been remodelled to reflect the views of the boaters and 
traders who attend.  This year, there will be no brass bands or fireworks.  
But Keepers Lock will be there to sing songs and tell stories about the 
canals; Saturn will be there; and there will be children’s activities, canal 
arts and crafts, and much more.  It only costs £20 to book a place for a 
non-trading boat (tickets for Saturday night, including supper, can be 
purchased separately) so why not come along and join the fun? 
 
And finally, may I draw your attention to a couple of vacancies?  The 
Society urgently needs two willing volunteers: one to assist Council in 
discharging its health and safety responsibilities, and one to act as 
minutes secretary.  Full details are on page nine.  If you feel you can 
help, please don’t hesitate to get in touch.  

Terry O’Brien 
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Membership news 
 

We all extend a warm welcome to: 
 

Mr D Hughes of Holywell, Flint 
Mr and Mrs Theobald of Nantwich 

Mr D Dawson of the Wirral 
Mr and Mrs Hedges of Kew, Southport 

Mr and Mrs Roberts of Audlem 
 

May I remind you that the annual membership subscription was due on  
1st July.  If you usually pay by cheque and have not done so yet, please 
pop it in the post as soon as you can. 
 

From this coming July and the start of the new membership year, I intend 
to confirm renewal by email wherever possible.  This means, of course, 
that a membership card will not be sent to you unless you specifically 
ask for one.  The reason — second class postage has increased to 50p 
which makes our traditional mailing method simply too expensive!  If you 
have not yet passed your email address to me, I would be grateful if you 
would now do so. 
 

You can contact me about these or any other membership matters at  
28 Millfield Drive, Market Drayton TF9 1HS, telephone 01630 656525 or 
email sucsmemsec@btinternet.com .   

Ian Hendley 
 
 
 

   Fundraising totals 

 

The Society has three methods of continuous fundraising.  The totals for 
the current financial year to date are: 
 

   Collecting boxes      £421.00 
   Recycling (inkjet cartridges etc)  £  63.30 
   Stamps, postcards, coins etc  £492.00 
 

The Society wishes to thank everyone who contributes to the success of 
these fundraising activities. 

Catherine O’Brien 
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Chas Hardern Boats Ltd est. 1972   
 

Family run 2-6 berth warm and comfortable narrowboats  
for hire.  All year cruising.  Short breaks generally available.   

Dog friendly.  Excellent tuition.   
 

 Services on site:  Diesel, gas, water, pumpout, gift shop 
 

ALSO:  Gas Safe engineer.  24hr breakdown service.  
40 years experience with all engine 

and internal boat repairs 
 

Members of IWA, BMF, APCO, FSB 
Hireboat handover external audit 

 

T:  01829 732595   Email: Chasboats@aol.com    
Web: www.chashardern.co.uk 

 

Beeston Castle Wharf, Beeston, Tarporley, Cheshire CW6 9NH 

 
Just 200 yards  

from Bridge 85 on  
the Shropshire Union 

Canal.  Tie up near  
Hack Green Locks. 

 
 

A unique and exciting day out for all the family 
 

discovering the underground world of nuclear government.  If the UK had 
been attacked, the 35,000 square foot bunker would have been a wartime 
HQ.  Entering through massive blast-doors, you are transported into the 

secret world of the Cold War.  Descend into the bunker’s maze of passages 
and rooms to see the BBC Studio, Decontamination Room, Missile Early 

Warning System, Communications Centre, Life Support Systems, and much 
more.  With many audio-visuals and the Soviet Spy-Mouse Trail to occupy 

children, you’re sure to enjoy your eye-opening trip! 
 

NAAFI style cafeteria.  Disabled and Mother & Baby Facilities. 
An all weather attraction, open all year round from 10.30am. 

Please ring for details of winter opening, from November to March. 
Look for our website at www.hackgreen.co.uk or ring 01270 629219. 
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Annual General Meeting 
 10th November 2012 

 

Notice is hereby given that the Annual General Meeting  
of the Shropshire Union Canal Society Limited will take place at  

Adderley Village Hall on Saturday 10th November 2012 at 3.00 pm. 
 

AGENDA 
 

 1. Apologies for absence 
 2. The adoption of the minutes of the 2011 AGM 
 3. Reports: 
   Chairman 
   Treasurer 
 4. Election of Officers 
 5. Election of Auditors 
 7. Any other business 
 

 After the meeting there will be a presentation by Alex Ball, Montgomery 
 Canal Development Manager and Sarah Lalieu, Regeneration 
 Manager for Canal & River Trust North Wales & Borders. 
 

Linda Andrews (Secretary) 

NOMINATION FORM 
 

I wish to nominate: ……………………………………………………..
(full name in block capitals please) for election to serve on the 
Council of the Shropshire Union Canal Society. 
 

Signed: ………………………………………………………………….. 
 

Full name in block capitals: …………………………………………… 
 

Signature of member willing to be nominated: ……………………… 
 

Nominations to Council must reach the Secretary,  
Linda Andrews, PO Box 259 Nantwich, Cheshire  CW5 9BD 

by 1st November 2012. 
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A Lockwind fit for a Jubilee! 
 

This year’s May Bank Holiday Lockwind was in June, courtesy of Her 
Majesty the Queen.  Well, we had a right royal weekend, raising a total 
of £2,262, with an average of over twenty members helping each day. 
 
Our special thanks to those who helped us set up on Thursday and 
stayed late on Monday to put away.  We should not forget the many 
hours put in by Anne Lindop, Mike Friend, Andy & Liz Hellyar-Brook and 
Muriel & George Griffiths, as well as Steve Maguire of British Waterways 
in preparing for the event.   
 
The Queen and I were watching the weather closely.  Friday was good 
but with below average boat numbers.  Surprisingly, though, donations 
were up thanks to good selling by Fred, Vic and the team.  Thanks also 
to the Marmalade Ladies for their sterling work over the years — we are 
sorry to hear that they are retiring.   
 
As Prince Philip will tell you, the weather went downhill from there.  By 
Sunday most boats did not move and we recorded our second lowest 
boat movement, just forty boats, since our records began.  I hoped that 
our good camaraderie dressed as Michelin men, to ward off the rain and 
cold, would be rewarded on Monday.  The sun was out, all the stationary 
boats were trying to catch up and we recorded the highest number of 
boat movements ever for a single day at seventyeight. 
 
It is clear that despite the recession, boaters are still supporting the 
waterways and, specifically, the Society, as the total raised, £2,262, 
works out at approximately £10.20 per boat.   
 
It is worth mentioning that many boaters clearly recognise the added 
value that the Shropshire Union Canal has in terms of facilities for 
boaters.  This is a direct result of the enhancement work done by the 
Shropshire Union Canal Society’s volunteers over the last twenty years.   
 
We look forward to seeing you all at the August Bank Holiday Lockwind 
(24th to 27th August), by which time we will be working in partnership 
with Canal & River Trust.  Happy boating and thanks for the support! 

Dave Thomas  
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The August Bank Holiday Lockwind 
 

This year the August Bank Holiday Lockwind will run from Friday 24th to 
Monday 27th August at Cholmondeston Lock on the Middlewich Arm. 
 
The plan is to erect the marquees and get everything ready on the 
afternoon of Thursday 23rd August, so that we can make a flying start at 
8.00 am on Friday morning.  On the Monday, we hope to clear the site 
by 5.00 pm. 
    
As ever, we welcome donations of stock for the Society shop, but please 
bring them no later than Sunday. 
 
Everyone is very welcome to come along to help — we work on the 
principle of "Many hands make light work", and nowadays the lockwinds  
have become something of a social occasion as well as being a very 
important fundraiser.  We especially need your help on Thursday 
afternoon (23rd August) when we are setting up, and on Monday afternoon 
(27th August) when we are packing everything away. 
 
If you would like to volunteer, please ring Anne Lindop on 01630 647289 
or Dave Thomas on 01925 821034.  We hope to see you all at some 
point over the weekend, whether as visitor or helper!  

Anne Lindop  
 

 
 

There are still a few spaces available, so please 
book soon!  You can download a booking form 

from www.shropshireunion.org.uk 

7th-9th 
September 

2012 
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Stamps et cetera! 
 

I have recently had quite a few stamps which have not been trimmed,  
so I am very grateful to Pat Bradley and his wife for all the hours they 
must have spent on trimming for me.  The total amount raised so far in 
this financial year is £492.00.  Well done, and thank you to all the 
following: 

The Australian Canal Society 
Highfields Seeds 

Nantwich & Border Counties Yacht Club 
The National Waterways Museum 

Wolverhampton Boat Club 

Anonymous x 4 
F Barrett 
D Bevin 

R Beswick 
P Bradley & friends 

J Brindley 
D Brown 

E & P Buck 
F Buck 

A Chambers 
F Cookson 

D & D Comish 
A C Crofts 

L Firth 
The Ford family 

L & L Fowler 
O George 

V & L Harding 
A & L Hellyar-Brook 

I & S Hendley 
J Jackson 
D Jones 
D Lee 

A Lindop 
C Magner 

B Middleton 
B Myatt 

NB Penny Jenny 
D Shuttleworth 

The Scott family 
R Tennison 
S Thursfield 
S Wickenden 

The Winstanley family 

 

Please send stamps, postcards, coins, banknotes, phone 
cards and cigarette cards to: 

 

Pat Wilson 
Rin Cop, Nantwich Road, Wardle,  

Near Nantwich, Cheshire CW5 6BE 
 

 Telephone 01270 528296 
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WANTED 
 

A volunteer with an interest and some relevant experience to assist 
the Council in discharging its Health and Safety responsibilities. 
 

Our H&S Policy and Management System has just undergone  
a substantial revision, based on advice from H&S professionals 
and examples from proven award winning systems.  We now 
need to ensure that all the activities the Society undertakes are 
done under the banner of the new Management System.  All the 
documents are to be stored on the Society website, password 
protected for all Council members to access. 
 

This post requires Council membership and an understanding of 
managing volunteer activities whilst complying with the appropriate 
H&S legislation. 
 

For further information or to express interest please contact Mike 
Friend on 01948 880723 or mobile 07909 912611. 

 

MINUTES SECRETARY 
 

Council is looking for a volunteer to take over the task of  
Minutes Secretary with effect from 1st December 2012. 
 

The Minutes Secretary attends all Council meetings including 
General Meetings, and notes the proceedings.  Afterwards the 
notes are typed up and circulated to Council members.  Apart 
from the Annual General Meeting, Council meets six to eight 
times a year, usually on a Tuesday evening in Market Drayton. 
 

No previous experience is required, nor is it necessary for the 
Minutes Secretary to be a member of Council.   
 

If you would like to volunteer, or find out more, please talk to any 
member of Council or ring the Chairman on 01630 657453. 
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Located at Lock 15 on the Audlem Flight 
Opening times 9.30 am to 5.30 pm seven days a week 

We supply over 30 flavours of quality home made sausage and  
a selection of meats, burgers and vegetables.  If you want items 

outside opening hours, we do a delivery service — just ring!  
 

Here are just a few of the pork sausages that we make: red wine & 
rosemary; stilton & asparagus; pork & garlic; ginger & spring onion; 
cracked black pepper; pork and black pudding; sundried tomato & 

basil; sweet chilli; and pork & apple.  We also have dry cured bacon, 
gammon, chops, joints, and speciality hen eggs and duck eggs. 

 

R J MARINE 
on the Middlewich Branch of the Shropshire Union at 

Venetian Marina, just below the lock 
 

ALL ASPECTS OF ENGINEERING 

CALL OUT SERVICE 

DRY DOCK BLACKING SLOTS AVAILABLE 
(ask about special offers) 

ENGINE SERVICE AND INSTALLATIONS 

FIT OUTS AND REFITS 
(cratches, lockers, etc) 

SAFETY AND COMPLIANCE WORK 
 

Telephone 01270 528 787 and ask for Joan 
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The Shropshire Union Canal Society Limited: 
abridged financial statements for the  

year ended 31st March 2012 
 

TREASURER’S NOTES ON THE ABRIDGED  
FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

 
An article summarising the Society’s financial activities for the year 
ended 31st March 2012 was published in the April issue of CUTTINGS 
and remains reasonably accurate.  This formal report meets the 
statutory requirements of both the Companies Acts and the Charities 
Commission and includes our accountant’s report following their 
examination of the Society’s accounts.  This short note is intended to 
help set the annual financial statements in context, but if any member 
has a question or seeks to clarify a particular item, please get in touch 
with me and I will try to resolve the question before the Annual General 
Meeting on 10th November 2012. 

 
At the end of the year, the Society compiled an in-depth analysis of our 
future finances so as to be able to offer the maximum support for the 
British Waterways/Canal & River Trust planned grant application for the 
next stage of restoration of the Monty.  Whilst any forecast analysis 
contains an element of risk, the exercise suggested that we could offer  
a substantially bigger contribution than we have in the past without 
compromising our other activities.  The offer is conditional on all aspects 
of the grant application being met and has driven a major revision to the 
Designated Fund.  Note 12 (on page twentyfive) shows the detail. 
 
The Society’s Buy a Barrow of Boulders appeal, designed to meet some 
of the costs of materials for relining the Redwith to Prices Bridge section 
of the Monty, commenced in late Summer 2009 and has now reached 
over £44,000.  This sum is sufficient to meet the anticipated materials 
cost and, as you are probably aware, the appeal is now formally closed.  
The response to this appeal from members, canal users and the general 
public has been extremely generous and with other support, particularly  
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from British Waterways/Canal & River Trust, we look forward to seeing 
water cover the blocks and stone of the restored length. 
 

Our thanks go to all who have made a contribution this year.  I look 
forward to another successful year for the Society. 
 

Ian Hendley 
Treasurer 
 
 

REPORT OF THE COUNCIL OF MANAGEMENT 
 

 
1. COUNCIL MEMBERSHIP AT 31st MARCH 2012 
 

Council members as at 31st March 2012 were: 
 

 Mrs L Andrews D Carter    M Friend 
 R Hamp I Hendley    P James 
 Mrs A Lindop Mrs C O’Brien   T O’Brien 
 Mrs B Myatt  M Richards    P Richards 
 M Ward  
 

R Beswick was co-opted during the year (15.11.2011).  The Company 
Secretary is Mrs Linda Andrews. 

 
 
2. ACTIVITIES 
 

The Society is committed to ensuring that the Shropshire Union system, 
covering the Llangollen and Montgomery Canals as well as the Shropshire 
Union Canal itself, is maintained and enhanced for the benefit of all 
users and visitors.  When planning its activities for the year, the Society 
considered the Charity Commission’s guidance on public benefit. 
 

The maintenance of facilities such as visitor moorings, seats and picnic 
tables at suitable locations throughout the Shropshire Union system 
continues and is welcomed by boaters, walkers and other visitors.  The 
Working Partnership Initiative, allowing individual volunteers to carry 
out small maintenance tasks (painting, new signage etc) along the track 
of the canals, continues successfully as do more significant work 
parties, often completing tasks that British Waterways’ limited resources  
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could not achieve. The winter months of this financial year have again 
seen hedging parties at work on the Montgomery Canal. 
 
Our principle activity continues to be centred upon financial and physical 
assistance towards the restoration of the Montgomery Canal and, in 
particular, the length of canal between Redwith Bridge and Prices Bridge.  
With the offside walling and towpath restoration complete, the focus of 
volunteer work parties is now very much on re-profiling and re-lining the 
canal to Prices Bridge.  Once this is achieved, the section can be  
re-watered. 
 

The Society’s overall volunteer effort is cited by British Waterways as a 
model for co-operation and mutual benefit.  We believe that this approach 
is well suited for the future as British Waterways formally becomes the 
Canal & River Trust. 
 

The Society is involved with and supports a number of sister organisations 
within our geographical area of activity. 
 

Although the general financial climate remains depressed, the Society has 
enjoyed a moderately prosperous year.  The overwhelming success of 
the Buy a Barrow of Boulders appeal, now officially closed, demonstrates 
the wide support for the continuing restoration of the Montgomery 
Canal.  We have also received a small grant from a local authority as  
well as donations and contributions from members, the general public 
and British Waterways.  In some instances, these donations and 
contributions have been extremely generous.  Most grants are for 
specific projects or activities and some donations are also given for 
specific purposes.  Beyond this, the Society’s own fundraising activities 
have earned funds to maintain our enhancement and restoration 
activities, large and small, and to contribute to the Society’s fiscal 
wellbeing. 
 

Income exceeded expenditure by £13,205. 

 
 
3. LEGAL & ADMINISTRATIVE INFORMATION 
 

The Society is registered as a Charity, number 245875, and is a 
company limited by guarantee, registered in England and Wales, 
number 1069860.  The governing document is a memorandum and  
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articles of association; all attributable activities of the Society are 
approved by a Council whose members (trustees), listed at item 1 
above, are identified by their interest, life and career skills.  They are 
appointed by nomination at the Annual General Meeting, or can be co-
opted by Council during the year and their initial introduction utilises the 
Charities Commission leaflet CC3.  Where appropriate, specialist 
training (Skill Accreditation, Health and Safety, First Aid) is provided for 
those taking part in Society activities.  
 

The registered office is located with our accountants: Hall Livesey 
Brown, 5 Claremont Bank, Shrewsbury, Shropshire SY1 1RW. 
 

The Society’s bankers are the National Westminster Bank plc and HSBC. 
 

The bulk of the Society’s funds are held with The CCLA Investment 
Management Limited - The COIF Charities Deposit Fund. 

 
 
4. TRUSTEES’ RESPONSIBILITIES 
 

The trustees (who are also directors of the Shropshire Union Canal 
Society Limited for the purposes of company law) are responsible for 
preparing the Trustees’ Annual Report and the financial statements in 
accordance with applicable law and United Kingdom Accounting 
Standards (United Kingdom Generally Accepted Accounting Practice). 
 

Company law requires the trustees to prepare financial statements for 
each financial year, which give a true and fair view of the state of affairs 
of the charitable company and of the incoming resources and 
application of resources, including the income and expenditure, of the 
charitable company for that period.  In preparing these financial 
statements, the trustees are required to: 
 

 select suitable accounting policies and then apply them consistently 
 

 observe the methods and principles in the Charities Statement of 
Recommended Practice (SORP) 

 

 make judgements and estimates that are reasonably prudent 
 

 state whether applicable UK Accounting Standards have been 
followed, subject to any material departures disclosed and explained 
in the financial statements 
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 prepare the financial statements on the going concern basis unless it 
is inappropriate to presume that the charitable company will continue 
in operation. 

 

The trustees are responsible for keeping adequate accounting records 
that disclose with reasonable accuracy at any time the financial position 
of the charitable company and enable them to ensure that the financial 
statements comply with the Companies Act 2006.  They are also 
responsible for safeguarding the assets of the charitable company and 
hence for taking reasonable steps for the prevention and detection of 
fraud and other irregularities. 
 

The trustees are responsible for the maintenance and integrity of the 
corporate and financial information included on the charitable company’s 
website.  Legislation in the United Kingdom governing the preparation 
and dissemination of financial statements may differ from legislation in 
other jurisdictions. 

 
 
5. INVESTMENT POWERS 
 

The memorandum gives the trustees powers to invest or deal in the 
funds of the Society, not immediately required for its purposes, in such 
manner as in the discretion of the Society may be determined. 

 
 
6. POLICIES OF THE CHARITY 
 

Reserves 
 

The trustees have revised their Operating Reserve, created to cover two 
years’ activity.  This designation is in addition to such reserves as they 
consider necessary to meet forthcoming obligations and commitments: 
 
Operating Costs  £ 17533 
Events and Activities £   9980 
Training     £   4487    Total Reserve: £ 32000 
 
This operating reserve is reflected in the Capital Commitments set out 
on page twentyfive. 
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Investments 
 

The charity operates a low risk investment policy to safeguard its cash 
holdings. 

 
Risks 
 

The trustees have identified the major risks to which the Society is 
exposed.  A formal Health and Safety Policy document has been 
approved.  The risks and policy are regularly reviewed and action taken 
to mitigate exposure and revise the policy.  In addition, the trustees are 
careful to provide adequate insurance cover for both public and 
employees’ (volunteers’) liabilities. 
 

Grants 
 

Grants are only made towards projects on the Shropshire Union system 
of canals – as specified in the Articles of Association.  The trustees 
generally seek to make grants to generate further funding, whether this 
is to release funds available from other agencies or as an incentive to 
encourage grants from other sources. 

 
 
7. TRANSFER TO RESERVES 
 

The sum of £2,000 has been transferred from the General Fund to the 
Designated Fund to recognise an increase in funds required for 
restoration activities. 

 
 
8. ACCOUNTANTS 
 

In accordance with the Society’s articles, a resolution proposing the  
re-appointment of Messrs Hall, Livesey, Brown as Accountants to the 
Society was put to the Annual General Meeting.  
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Income and Expenditure Account 
for the year ended 31st March 2012 

 
Income (Continuing Activities): 2012 2011 
 

Subscriptions 7,800 7,910 
 

Donations: 
 General 2,755  5,645 
 Prices Bridge 10,904  9,318 
 Buy a Barrow of Boulders 7,833 21,492 17,158 32,121 
 

Gift Aid  2,187  2,406 
 

Grants: 
 Shropshire Council: Ellesmere Rally   1,000 
 LJC: equipment hire etc   2,750 
 British Waterways 1,200 
 LJC: hedgelaying etc 1,000 2,200  3,750 
   33,679  46,187 
 

Other income: 
 Sale of used stamps 1,405  707 
 Recycling 400  417 
 Fundraising 10,276  9,705 
 CUTTINGS advertising 1,016  1,069 
 Ellesmere Rally 7,141  10,944 
 Maesbury Rally -  9,297 
 Dinghy Dawdle 490  785 
 Spring & autumn work parties 367 21,095 2,815 35,739 
   54,774  81,926 
 

Expenditure: 
 

Cost of generating funds: 
 Fundraising 2,260  2,228 
 CUTTINGS: printing & postage 5,528  5,055 
 Ellesmere Rally 7,428  7,500 
 Maesbury Rally -  9,297 
 Dinghy Dawdle 490  785 
 Publicity 369 16,075 25 24,890 
 
Carried forward to page eighteen  16,075  24,890 



   

page eighteen   august 2012   cuttings 

 2012 2011 
 

Brought forward from page seventeen  16,075  24,890 
 
Charitable Activity: 
 Prices Bridge Project 15,158  22,474 
 Spring & autumn work parties 1,618  1,955 
 Grants paid 1,000  1,000 
 Depreciation of equipment 2,066  3,804 
 Plant maintenance 935 20,777 1,658 30,891 
   36,852  55,781 
 

Governance: 
 Council members’ expenses 131  436 
 Volunteer training 1,734  1,368 
 Insurance 1,321  958 
 Stationery & administration 712  733 
 Society general expenses 434  497 
 Accountancy costs 1,803 6,135 1,612 5,604 
 

Total expenditure  42,987  61,385 
 
 
Operating Surplus (Deficit)  11,787  20,541 
Interest receivable  1,418  916 
Operating surplus (deficit) before taxation  13,205  21,457 
  
 
 

Balance Sheet as at 31st March 2012 

 
 Note 2012 2011 
 
TANGIBLE FIXED ASSETS 4  3,565  5,319 
 
CURRENT ASSETS 
 
Stock 5 2,354  1,440 
Debtors 6 3,293  2,717 
Cash at bank: 
 Charity Deposit Fund  186,665  185,262 
Cash at bank and in hand  41,623 233,935 31,646 221,065 
    237,500  226,384 
 
CREDITORS: 
Amounts falling due  
 within one year 7  2,092  4,581 
 
TOTAL ASSETS  
 LESS CURRENT LIABILITIES  235,408  221,803 
 
CREDITORS: 
Amounts falling due  
 after more than one year 8  7,780  7,380 
 

    227,628  214,423 
 
 
 
 
FUNDS: 10 & 11 
 
Restricted funds   54,363  46,530 
Unrestricted: 
 Designated   136,000  134,000 
 General   37,265  33,893 
    227,628  214,423
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Notes to the financial statements 
for the year ended 31st March 2012 

 
 
1.  ACCOUNTING POLICIES 
 
a) Basis of Preparation of Accounts 
 

 These financial statements are prepared under the historical cost 
 convention and in accordance with applicable accounting standards 
 and the Statement of Recommended Practice for Charities revised  
 in 2005. 
 
b)  Tangible Fixed Assets and Depreciation 
 

 Tangible fixed assets are stated at cost less depreciation.  
 Depreciation is provided at rates calculated to write off the cost or 
 valuation of fixed assets, less their residual value, over their 
 expected useful lives on the following straight line basis: 
 

  Equipment 20% per annum  
 
c)  Stocks 
 

 Stock is valued at the lower of cost and net realisable value after 
 making due allowance for obsolete and slow moving items. 
 
d)  Revenue Recognition 
 

 Donations 
  Donations are accounted for gross when received. 
  

 Annual subscriptions 
  Annual subscriptions are accounted for when received. 
  

 Life Membership Subscriptions 
  Subscriptions received in respect of life membership are carried 
  forward and released to the income and expenditure account on 
  the death of the member.  
  

 Grants Receivable 
  Grants are accounted for on an accruals basis.  
  

 Other income 
  Other income is recognised on an accruals basis. 

 
e) Allocation of Costs 
 

 Costs are allocated between direct charitable and other expenditure 
 according to the nature of the cost.  Where items involve more than one 
 category they are apportioned between the categories according to the 
 nature of the cost. 
 
f)  Realised and Unrealised Gains and Losses   

 All realised and unrealised gains and losses are recognised in the 
 financial statements. 
 
 
2. ANALYSIS OF TOTAL INCOME & RESOURCES EXPENDED 
 
  General Restricted Total Total 
  Fund Fund 2012 2011 
Income  and expenditure: 
 

Incoming resources from  
activities for generating funds: 
 

Sale of used stamps 1,405 - 1,405 707 
Recycling 400 - 400 417 
Fundraising 10,276 - 10,276 9,705 
Advertising in CUTTINGS  1,016 - 1,016 1,069 
Ellesmere Rally (2011) 7,141 - 7,141 10,944 
Maesbury Rally (2010) - - - 9,297 
Dinghy Dawdle (2011) 490 - 490 785 
Spring & autumn work parties 367 - 367 2,815  
  21,095  21,095 35,739 
 
Charitable expenditure: 
 

Costs of generating funds: 
 

Fundraising 2,260 - 2,260 2,228 
CUTTINGS: printing & postage 5,528 - 5,528 5,055 
Ellesmere Rally (2011) 7,428 - 7,428 7,500 
Maesbury Rally (2010) - - - 9,297 
Dinghy Dawdle (2011) 490 - 490 785 
Publicity 369 - 369 25 
  16,075 - 16,075 24,890 
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Charitable expenditure continued 
 
  General Restricted Total Total 
  Fund Fund 2012 2011 
 

Charitable activities: 
 

Prices Bridge 4,163 10,995 15,158 22,474 
Spring & autumn work parties 1,021 597 1,618 1,955 
Grants paid 1,000 - 1,000 1,000 
Depreciation 2,066 - 2,066 3,804 
Plant maintenance 935 - 935 1,658 
  9,185 11,592 20,777 30,891 
 
Governance: 
 

Council members’ expenses 131 - 131 436 
Volunteer training 222 1,512 1,734 1,368 
Insurance 1,321 - 1,321 958 
Stationery & administration 712 - 712 733 
Society general expenses 434 - 434 497 
Accountancy costs 1,803 - 1,803 1,612  
  4,623 1,512 6,135 5,604 
 
 
Summary of charitable expenditure: 
 

  Staff Other Depreciation  
  Costs Costs  Total 
 

Fundraising & publicity - 16,075 - 16,075 
Direct charitable expenditure - 18,711 2,066 20,777 
Governance - 6,135 - 6,135 
  - 40,921 2,066 42,987 
 
 
The operating surplus is stated after charging: 
    2012 2011 
Depreciation of tangible fixed assets   2,066 3,804 
Independent examination costs   1,500 1,827 
 
The Trustees received no remuneration. 

 
3. TAXATION 
 
 There is no liability to UK Corporation Tax because the company is a 
 registered charity. 
 
 
4. TANGIBLE FIXED ASSETS 
 

  Equipment 
 COST 
 

 As at 1st April 2011 20,270 
 Additions: plain gazebo 310 
 Disposals - 
 At 31st March 2012 20,580  
 
 DEPRECIATION 
 

 As at 1st April 2011 14,949 
 Provided in the year 2,066 
 Provided on disposals - 
 At 31st March 2012 17,015  
 
 Net book value at 31st March 2012 3,565 
 
 Net book value at 31st March 2011 5,319  
 
 
5. STOCK 
  2012 2011   

 Finished goods stock 2,354 1,440 
 
 
6. DEBTORS 
  2012 2011 
 

 Amounts falling due within one year: 
  Sundry debtors 1,921 900 
  Prepayments & accrued income 1,372 1,817 
   3,293 2,717 
  
 

  

cuttings   august 2012   page twentythree     



   

page twentyfour   august 2012   cuttings 

7. CREDITORS 
  2012 2011   

 Amounts falling due within one year: 
  Income in advance: Ellesmere Rally 400 2,589 
  Other creditors 192 592 
 Accruals: 
  Accountancy reserve 1,500 1,400 
   2,092 4,581 
 
 
8. LONG TERM CREDITORS 
   2012 2011   

 Amounts falling due after more than one year: 
  Life membership subscriptions 7,780 7,380 
 
 
9. GRANTS PAID 
   2012 2011   

 Grants paid to supported canal projects were: 
  Montgomery Canal Development Manager 1,000 1,000 
 
 
10. CAPITAL 
 

 The company is limited by guarantee and does not have a share capital.  
 The liability of each member is limited to £1. 
 
 
11. RECONCILIATION OF FUNDS 
 
 General Designated Restricted            Total Funds  
 Fund         Fund  Fund 2012 2011 
 

At 1st April 2011 33,893 134,000 46,530 214,423 192,966 
Transfer to  
 Designated Fund (2,000) 2,000 - - - 
Surplus (Deficit) 
 for the year 5,372 - 7,833 13,205 21,457 
At 31st March 2012 37,265 136,000 54,363 227,628 214,423
   
   

Reconciliation of funds continued 
 
 General Designated Restricted            Total Funds  
 Fund         Fund  Fund 2012 2011 
 

 

Represented by: 
 Fixed assets 3,565 - - 3,565 5,319 
 Current assets 43,572 136,000 54,363 233,935 221,065 
 Current liabilities (2,092) - - (2,092) (4,581) 
 Long term  creditors (7,780) - - (7,780) (7,380) 
  37,265 136,000 54,363 227,628 214,423 
 
 
12. CAPITAL COMMITMENTS 
 

 The Designated Fund represents funds set aside for the Society’s 
 operating reserve, the Montgomery Canal restoration and other approved 
 Society commitments: 
  2012 2011 
 Authorised but not contracted for:   

 Waen Wen amenity area - 5,500 
 Montgomery slipway (general funds) - 2,500 
 Prices Bridge/Crickheath (matched funding) 60,000 - 
 Crickheath/Pant (future restoration) 20,000 - 
 Montgomery Canal Development Manager 1,000 1,000 
 Operating reserve (see page fifteen) 32,000 50,000 
 

 Authorised and contracted for: 
 

 Redwith/Prices Bridge restoration 23,000 75,000 
  136,000 134,000 
 
 The Restricted Fund comprises the unexpended elements of grants and 
 donations received for specific projects carried forward against future 
 expenditure. 
  2012 2011 
 Authorised but not contracted for:   

 Crickheath (British Waterways) 8,000 8,000 
 Montgomery slipway (Powys CC) 2,500 2,500 
 

 Authorised and contracted for: 
 

 Buy a Barrow of Boulders appeal 43,863 36,030 
  54,363 46,530 
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13. CONTROL 
 

 No individual party controls the Society. 
 
 
14. TRANSACTIONS WITH TRUSTEES/DIRECTORS 
 

 During the year three trustees were reimbursed travel and 
 accommodation expenses of £137 (in 2011, three trustees: £263), 
 and one trustee was reimbursed general expenses of £100 (in 
 2011, three trustees: £233). 
 
 

 
If you would like to read the Society’s financial 
statements in full, please visit the website at 

 

www.shropshireunion.org.uk  
 

or contact the Treasurer at  
28 Millfield Drive, Market Drayton TF9 1HS 

telephone 01630 656525 
email sucsmemsec@btinternet.com 

 

(A C5 stamped self addressed envelope would be appreciated) 

 
 

Booking for a non-trading boat is only £20,  
so please book your place soon! 

7th-9th 
September 

2012 
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7th, 8th & 9th September 2012  

FRIDAY NIGHT 
Free entry to marquee for Quiz Night  

and boaters’ social evening 
 

SATURDAY NIGHT 
Keepers Lock will keep you entertained  

with songs & stories from the canals  
Buy your tickets at the Rally( includes Supper) 

 

ALSO a host of other attractions including 
flyboat Saturn, entertainment, stalls, lots of 

children’s activities, competitions, and art  
& craft demonstrations.  And don’t forget to  

visit  the recently restored blacksmiths’  
shop at the Ellesmere Yard. 

Booking forms can be downloaded from www.shropshireunion.org.uk or 

contact Jane Lowthion, telephone 01829 751454, mobile 07525 

061360, or email jane.lowthion@btinternet.com . 
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The Maesbury Canal Festival 
 

1st & 2nd September 2012 
 

Just over a month to go!  And your last chance to book in your boat or a 
stall.  So don’t delay as we are starting to organise the available space.  
At the moment we can just about squeeze in one or two more boats and 
possibly three or four stalls, although only if you have your own gazebo.  
Space in the tents we have hired is at a premium and has already been 
snapped up.  Tickets are now available for the Saturday evening supper 
— lasagne or a vegetarian pasta dish, salad plus crusty bread and 
butter followed by a musical evening with Naomi Payne and her band.  
All at the bargain price of £12.50 but don’t leave it until the last minute 
as admission is by ticket only, and Fiona and Iain at Canal Central will 
need warning of the numbers required. 
 
The boats already booked into the festival include Saturn, some old 
working boats (you will get an opportunity to step aboard one and see 
how the old working people lived) and three trading boats; SQ11 selling 
Welsh cheese, Dutiful Duck selling canal ware and the Candyboat (no 
prizes for guessing what they will be selling).  So a lot of colour and 
pizzazz along the towpath, which is also reflected in the orchard and 
field alongside with over thirty stalls selling crafts, food and beer, 
demonstrating or just providing fun and games.  Don’t forget the fun dog 
show on Sunday at 12.00 noon which is being organised by Beastly 
Thoughts Professional Dog Services, and Stokes of England will be on 
site all weekend to give you the opportunity to have a go at blacksmithing.    
 
There will also be fun and games aplenty for children making this a 
great family weekend.  Swingboats, face painting, WOW (Wild Over 
Water) activities including the very popular fog horns (so bring your 
earplugs), make your own bird feeder and help to create a fifty yard long 
rope walk, to name just a few.  And just booked in we have the fabulous 
football fun inflatable pitch. 
 
Young people (under 16s) are also invited to join in the Junior Fishing 
Competition on Sunday which is being run by Weston Pools along the 
new section of the canal.  The drop off point (or parking if accompanied) 
is courtesy of Peter Frank at Morton Farm (SY10 8BE), which is a 
quarter mile off the B4396 Llynclys to Knockin road, turning at the new  

 

canal bridge at Redwith.  The draw will take place at 8.30am so no lying 
in bed too long!  To book your place, please ring 01691 671812.   
Numbers are being restricted and only the first lucky thirty young people 
will get the opportunity to take part. 
 
A festival not to be missed!  Why not come for the day (or even the 
whole weekend)?  Food will be available at Canal Central’s tea room, 
from the Mean Bean coffee van and from French Connection which will 
be selling sweet and savoury crêpes.  So a really great choice of food to 
keep you going while you listen to the band, browse round the stalls or 
just sit and soak up the atmosphere.  See you there! 

Dawn Aylwin 
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For more information please visit  
 

www.montgomerycanal.net/canalfestival2012.html 
 

or ring Dawn Aylwin on 01691 830403 

 

FRANKTON LOCKS 
 

Summer opening times 
(to Wednesday 31st October 2012)  

 

The locks are open from 12 noon until 2.00 pm  
every day including bank holidays. 

 

No passages are allowed outside these hours.  Only  
boats with a booking will be allowed through the locks. 

 

To book a passage please telephone British Waterways’ 
Northwich office on 01606 723800.  You can book any  

time before 10.00 am on the day of passage.  
 

FOR ALL ENQUIRIES: 01606 723800 
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Montgomery restoration 
Restoration notes 

 

Continuous heavy rain prior to 
the June work party could have 
stopped play but for four hardy 
volunteers, who spent Friday 
pumping out thousands of litres 
of water from the channel. 
 
Thanks to their efforts, lining 
operations were able to 
continue unabated.  At the 
Prices Bridge end a full ninety 
metres (20% of the whole 
length) was lined and topped  
up with stone rip-rap. 
 
At the Redwith end volunteers 
continued with channel shaping, 
and the first seventy metres of 
channel received their final 
levelling. 
 
In July the digging and lining 
gangs swap ends, and there 
should be rapid progress with 
lining at the Redwith end 
(weather permitting, of course!). 
 
New volunteers are always 
welcome, so if you would like to 
get involved please ring Mike 
Friend on 01948 880723 or 
mobile 07909 912611.  B&B 
accommodation is available. 

Navigable for seven miles between 

Frankton Junction and Gronwen 

Bridge.  Passage through Frankton 

Locks must be booked by ringing 

01606 723800 no later than  

10.00 am on the day of passage.. 

............................................................................ 
 

Gronwen Bridge to Redwith Bridge is 

restored and in water.  It will reopen 

to navigation in due course. 

............................................................................ 
 

The Society is working between 

Redwith Bridge and Prices Bridge.  

............................................................................ 
 

Long dry sections through Pant. 

............................................................................ 
 

Llanymynech to Arddleen: always  

in water.  Four dropped bridges. 

............................................................................ 
 

Arddleen to Efail Fach: over thirteen 

miles of navigable waterway. 

............................................................................ 
 

Efail Fach to Freestone Lock: in 

water.  Four dropped bridges and 

three swing bridges.  The restoration 

of Brynderwen Lock and Newhouse 

Lock by the Society is now complete.  

............................................................................ 
 

Freestone Lock to Newtown:  

no longer in BW’s ownership.  Powys 

CC is considering the results of the 

Freestone—Newtown Feasibility Study.  
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Supplier of Quality Hardwoods, Softwoods 
And Sheet Materials to many Narrow Boat Owners 

 

We always have large stocks of Veneered and Marine Plywood  
together with extensive stocks of other sheets, hardwoods etc 

 

We offer a full cutting to size and machining service 
 

Local delivery service 
 

Millstone Lane, Nantwich, Cheshire, CW5 5PN 
Tel  01270 625791   Fax  01270 610483 

 
 
                                        

 
Website address  www.fortimber.demon.co.uk 

Email address  richardpotter@fortimber.demon.co.uk 

Monday — Friday  
Saturday 

Sunday (stock and shop sales only)  

  8.00 am to 5.00 pm 
  8.30 am to 4.30 pm 
10.00 am to 1.00 pm 

 
 

BOAT SAFETY EXAMINATIONS 
 

RCD DOCUMENTATION and CE-MARKING** 
 

All at sensible prices 
 

NO TRAVEL CHARGES ANYWHERE IN THE NORTH WEST 

INCLUDING THE LLANGOLLEN CANAL AND MOST OF THE SHROPPIE  
 

A friendly and helpful family boater 

who takes a common sense approach to the Examination  
 

Boating Connections 

Chairman of the Preston Brook Boat Owners Association 

Representative to the North West Region of the AWCC 

Member of the IWA Chester Branch 

National Chairman of the Association of Boat Safety Examiners and Surveyors 

Member of the Boat Museum Society and the Whitchurch Waterway Trust 
 

** a requirement if you wish to sell a non CE marked boat less than 5 years old 
 

Please ring BRIAN HAYES on 01928 732444  

or mobile 07702 262742 

A little piece of heaven on earth 
 

The Shropshire Union Railways & Canal Company was, as its name 
suggests, one of the few canal companies to own and operate railways. 
Most readers will be aware that the Company owned the Wellington to 
Stafford railway line.  I guess that few are aware of a second substantial 
Company railway operation in the Ceiriog Valley which was known as 
the Glyn Valley Tramway.  
 
The Ceiriog Valley is one of the most beautiful in Wales but, paradoxically, 
one of the least known.  It runs from Chirk up to and past the small town 
of Glyn Ceiriog, a distance of some eight miles.  The quotation which 
forms the title of this article was David Lloyd George’s description of the 
valley.  The prime attraction for most visitors is the essentially unspoilt 
character and charm of the valley, but it was not the beauty which attracted 
the Shropshire Union Company.  The top of the valley had considerable 
reserves of good quality minerals.  Both slate and granite were being 
quarried by the time that the Llangollen line of the canal was being built.  
The canal offered access to potential markets for the stone, and the 
Company was of course keen to attract this traffic to the canal.  The 
difficulty, however, was negotiating the eight mile journey down the valley.   
 
The quarry owners took the initiative and after several false starts obtained 
an Act of Parliament in 1870 to construct a horse-powered line down the 
valley.  There then followed a period of major disagreement between the 
various quarry owners over funding, with the upshot that the necessary 
capital of £10,000 was not raised.  The owners then approached the 
Shropshire Union Company who agreed to contribute £5,000 in mid-
1871 on condition that it could both control construction and work the 
line.  The Company’s engineer, George Jebb, was appointed to the 
board of the tramway.  The line opened in April 1873 over a route mostly 
alongside the only road up the valley.  Wagons ran down the valley by 
gravity, returning to Glyn Ceiriog pulled by horses.  The terminal at the 
canal was at Gledrid, at a point opposite the Poacher’s Pocket public 
house and the adjacent visitor moorings (which were, incidentally, 
installed  by the Shropshire Union Canal Society).  Some remains of the 
tramway are still visible today. The earthworks for the track bed remain 
in the meadow opposite the moorings, and part of one of the basins 
remains in water.  The observant may also see some of the characteristic 
square tramway sleepers embedded in the offside bank of the canal.    
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The Shropshire Union Company investment allowed the fleet of rolling 
stock to be improved, and in April 1874 a passenger service was 
established.  Gradually granite, mainly in the form of road setts, became 
the main traffic replacing slate, but despite this the line lost money.  
Continued friction between the Shropshire Union Company and the 
other shareholders led to the Company giving up the operation of the 
line on 31st August 1881, having lost most of its initial investment in the 
process.  A new company took over the running of the line.  They 
converted the line to steam traction and diverted the eastern terminus  
of the line, via a one mile section of track through the grounds of Chirk 
Castle, to meet the Great Western Railway at Chirk Station and the 
canal at Black Park Colliery Wharf.  The tramway was constructed to 
the unique gauge of 2ft 4½ in and beyond Glyn Ceiriog a new mineral 
line was built to serve new quarries at Pandy and the expanding granite 
quarry at Hendre.  These remained the Glyn Valley Tramway's principal 
customers but all manner of traffic was carried.  Eventually 250 wagons, 
fourteen coaches and four locomotives were in use.  By the 1930s the 
quarries were almost exclusively producing roadstone, and this tramway 
traffic was for obvious reasons coming under competitive pressure from 
road transport.  Motor bus services brought about the end of the 
passenger trains travelling down the valley beside the road — one 
operator ran just in front of the Glyn Valley Tramway’s trains picking up 
passengers all along the way.  The last mineral train ran on 6th July 
1935, a day on which scores of local residents turned out at Glyn and all 
along the route to Chirk to see the ‘Tram’ go by, never to return.  The 
locomotives were cut up at the shed, the passenger coaches were sold 
as garden sheds, the iron from the wagons was sold for scrap, and what 
remained was made into a huge bonfire.  
 
After seventy odd years, it is surprising how much of the old tramway 
still remains. While most of its trackbed alongside the valley road 
(B4500) has disappeared as a result of road widening, traces of the 
route are apparent near Chirk, at Dolywern and above Glyn Ceiriog, 
where part of the track is now a public footpath.  Apart from bridges at 
Chirk, Dolywern and Pandy, original structures exist at Pontfadog and 
Dolywern (waiting rooms) and at Glyn (locomotive shed and station). 
Some partial buildings also exist at Hendre Quarry. The remains of the 
Black Park Colliery Wharf are at the end of north end of the Chirk Canal 
Tunnel cutting.  Passing boaters may notice that the towpath wash wall 
is made of brick at that point.  There is also the remains of a brick 
abutment on the towpath which was probably part of a tipping system to  
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load granite into boats.   
 
I guess that few other abandoned narrow-gauge lines can, over seventy 
years after their closure, command such widespread interest.  It is quite 
remarkable that a line, virtually ignored when it was operating, can today 
generate interest and enthusiasm sufficient to sustain much active 
exploration, its own “preservation” groups, and countless books and 
scale models both at home and abroad.  Unlike many narrow gauge 
steam railways in Wales the Glyn Valley Tramway is close to major 
centres of population, and indeed is adjacent to the main north/south rail 
line in Wales.  It is therefore unsurprising that there is now a determined 
effort to restore parts of this unique system as a local amenity and 
tourist attraction.  
 
The Glyn Valley Tramway Trust was set up in 2008 and aims, as Phase 
1 of the restoration, to rebuild the easternmost mile of the tramway —
that is the 1881 diversion.  To date a design study (funded by the Welsh 
Assembly Government) has been undertaken.  This formed the basis of 
a successful application for planning permission to Wrexham Borough 
Council in February 2012.  The next steps, now under way, are 
negotiations with land owners to conclude land agreements for the track 
bed.  Also there are a number of planning conditions which will require 
physical investigative work.  
 
Physical work on the restoration has commenced.  The timetable will 
see line clearance and remedial drainage works being completed in 
about eighteen months.  The preliminary works will be followed by repair 
of the various historic structures on the route and track laying itself. 
Concurrent with this programme will be the Trust's priority: the rebuilding 
of the former Glyn Valley Tramway station at Chirk, a building that was 
such a feature of the original line.  To this will be added a halt in Baddy's 
Wood, next to the Chirk Caravan Club site.  A third station will be 
constructed at Pontfaen, at which point passengers will be able to reach 
the Chirk Fishery and the Chirk Trout Farm.  Actual passenger 
movements will tentatively commence by the Autumn of 2014 on the 
first five hundred metres of track at the Chirk end.  This is about thirty 
metres from the north end of Chirk Canal tunnel so Society members 
have no excuse not to visit in passing!   
 
Many aspects of the physical work of restoration will be familiar to the 
Society’s restoration volunteers.  Indeed many of the processes — 
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vegetation clearance, drainage, earthworks, repair of historic structures 
— are identical.  The Trust organises regular work parties to complete a 
number of aspects of the preliminary works, and the volunteers include 
a number of the Shropshire Union Canal Society’s members.  Work 
parties take place every month and details are shown in the ‘working 
parties’ section of the Glyn Valley Tramway Trust’s website at http://
thegvt.org/ .    
 
A century ago, the Glyn Valley Tramway was the spur to trade and to 
the economic prosperity of the Ceiriog Valley.  Its quaint trains, puffing 
sturdily up the valley, brought in passengers, mails and the essentials 
for community life.  Their return journeys took away the mineral wealth 
of the area and in turn provided traffic to the Shropshire Union system. 
Rather like the Shropshire Union canals, the future of the Glyn Valley 
Tramway will be as a leisure amenity bringing pleasure and prosperity 
to the area.  So the next time you travel through Chirk, stop and view 
‘this little piece of heaven on earth’ — you will not be disappointed. 

David Carter (Chairman, Glyn Valley Tramway Trust) 
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Many readers will know Maureen Shaw, who until recently  
lived in the lock cottage at Wardle Lock in Middlewich.   

Sadly Maureen died in March 2012. 

Maureen Shaw 
 

One had to be on one’s best boating behavior when working through 
Wardle Lock in Middlewich, lest one should incur the forceful and 
sometimes abrupt dressing down of its remarkable lock keeper, 
Maureen Shaw.  She had learned the need for a domineering manner.  
After negotiating miles of lock-free rural canal and managing safely  
to pass through Big Lock and the Middlewich Three, then the abrupt  
right-angled turn into the Wardle Cut, the next lock, Wardle Lock, 
seemed deceptively easy to inexperienced hire boat crews.  
 

Maureen knew that it was just the opposite.  Too many times she had 
had to deal with sudden emergencies, teeth knocked out by flying 
windlasses, crew catapulted into the water and in danger of injury or 
death, boats beginning to stem-up.  She was the experienced, capable 
boat woman who could take charge and deal with all emergencies.  Yet 
all who met her at the lock came to love and admire her, as letters and 
cards sent to her from all over the world proved. 
 

She was born “on the land” in the Black Country in 1934.  By the age of 
two, her natural parents persuaded Danny and Nellie Jinks (who were 
later to rent Wardle lock cottage) to foster her.  With their children John, 
Violet, Mary and Nellie junior, they worked oil boats for Thomas Clayton 
Ltd of Oldbury.  From a young age Maureen learned how to steer the 
boat and drive the horse, plodding hundreds of miles on foot behind four 
powerful hooves along the towpaths of the Oxford and Grand Union 
Canals, to the gasworks at Banbury, Oxford and Leamington Spa. 
 

In the huge freeze-up in 1940 she had to work on a farm where, near to 
starvation, she was rewarded with bacon and eggs, while Mr Thomas 
Clayton himself came out by car to ensure that the horse, then a 
valuable capital asset of his company, was fed with oats.  The horse-
boat was exchanged for Spey with its Bolinder engine.  From that boat, 
at the age of sixteen, she was married to John Shaw, then captain of the 
Fellows, Morton & Clayton Ltd boat Dace.  She found a ‘Josher’ harder  

http://thegvt.org/
http://thegvt.org/
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work than an oil boat with its flat deck.  She had to cloth-up and run  
along a narrow top plank while delivering gas oil, sugar from Tate & Lyle 
Ltd at Ellesmere Port, flour, cocoa beans or metal tubes.  When Jack 
went away to do his two years’ National Service, Maureen went back to 
Spey to help her parents.  On his return, Jack went to work for the  
recently nationalised British Waterways, and Maureen left the canals for 
a life “on the bank”. 
 

Maureen’s experience working on canal boats gave her social and 
leadership skills.  After leaving the boats, she went to work at the 
Cerebos salt factory in Middlewich, where she became a line manager 
and later a canteen supervisor.  She never became a competent reader.  
She claimed her mother gave her the education which the ‘Do-gooders’  
(her name for the inspectors under the Canal Boats/Public Health Acts) 
were unable to provide.  Each morning her children would read out the 
works’ canteen menus to her and, with photographic memory, she would 
repeat the details to diners, and she made sure that she remembered 
details of the managers, directors and influential visitors who came on 
official business. 
 

After Jack died, Maureen continued to cruise the canals for leisure and, 
following a radio interview with Cliff Michelmore at a London Boat Show, 
became a popular speaker about life as a working boat woman.  She 
took an active part in the spiritual and secular life of Middlewich, and her 
experience was called upon by the local authority as a consultant on 
aspects of navigation in that canal orientated town. 
 

Owing to ill health she had to leave her lovely cottage at Wardle Lock 
(which was sold by British Waterways just two days before she died).  
Her coffin, shadowed along the towpath by scores of relatives, colleagues, 
friends and admirers, was carried from the cottage on the deck of the 
former Clayton tar boat Tay, down the canal to the town wharf and 
thence to a funeral service at St Michael and All Angels parish church. 

Alan Jones 
 

 

This obituary appeared in the June 2012 issue of  RE:PORT, the 
magazine of the Boat Museum Society.  The Shropshire Union Canal 
Society would like to thank Andy Wood, the editor of RE:PORT, and 

Alan Jones for their kind permission to reprint it here. 

  

cuttings   august 2012   page thirtynine     

The Maureen Shaw appeal 
 

There are plans afoot to commission an interpretation panel which will 
be installed alongside Wardle Lock.  The panel will depict Maureen’s life 
story for the benefit of future generations of boaters and walkers.  The 
proposed panel will be A2 size, and similar to the Salt Trail ones already 
installed along the canal towpath in Middlewich.  It is hoped that the 
panel can be officially unveiled in autumn 2012. 
 
The appeal was officially launched at the recent Middlewich Folk & Boat 
Festival  and details have appeared in the Middlewich Guardian.  If you 
feel that you would like to contribute, please send a donation by cheque 
payable to IWA Chester & District Branch and with the reverse side 
marked “Maureen Shaw appeal”, to Peter Bolt, 4 Poplar Farm Close, 
Saughall Massie, Wirral CH46 5NZ.  For further information, please 
email Peter at peter.bolt@waterways.org.uk . 

Catherine O’Brien 

 

 

 

 

C H U R C H  M I N S H U L L  
 

 

For further information please contact us on 01270 525041 
email us:  info@aqueductmarina.co.uk    www.aqueductmarina.co.uk 

 

Find us by Bridge 8 on the Middlewich Branch  
or 3 miles north of Nantwich on the B5074. 

 Workshops - short 
& long term hire 

 Slipway 
 Gantry boat lift 
 Licensed café 
 Brokerage 
 Repairs/refits 

 Hardstanding - 
short & long term  

 Steam cleaning 
 Painting 
 Blacking 
 Anodes 
 Welding 

 Fitting out 
 Hull repairs 
 Engine servicing 
 Hull surveys 
 Boat safety surveys 
 Shot-blasting 
 Replating 

M A R I N A  
 

In addition to the marina, Aqueduct Boat Services offer  
a wide range of facilities for all boaters including: 
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There was a lot of interest in Peter Venables’ account in  

the December 2011 CUTTINGS of a trip on the Shropshire  
Union Canal in 1939, so I raided the Society’s Archive  
for the following article, which describes a series of  

educational trips for apprentices in 1937.  
 

The author, Mike Soper (1913-2008), was an eminent 
agriculturalist and lecturer.  One of his books, Years of  
change, was published by Farming Press in 1995 and  

vividly describes the changes he witnessed in a career  
spanning sixty years in agriculture. 

 
Geoff and Pat Wilson read Years of change, saw a  

reference to the boat trips in 1937, and asked for more  
details — hence this account, which first appeared  

in the March/April 1997 issue of CUTTINGS. 
 

Years of change 
 

It was in May 1937, when I was a junior lecturer in agriculture at 
Reading University, that my professor received a letter from Cadbury’s 
at Bournville asking if he could recommend a young graduate to take 
part in a project that the company was organising for its young 
apprentices.  This was a series of three one week courses to be held in 
July on a converted long boat on the Shropshire Union Canal, moving 
up and down between Wolverhampton and Chester.  The job would 
entail helping to look after the boys, and giving occasional talks about 
the countryside, agriculture and farming in general.  Cadbury’s was a 
firm with an excellent reputation as employers (hence the building of 
Bournville, of course) and they had a strong commitment to youth 
training.  I think they also thought that as a high proportion of their 
product came from the land in the form of milk, their work force should 
know something of how it was produced. 
 
I thought that it could be a very interesting experience and an 
opportunity to see something of a part of the country that was unfamiliar 
to me, while the princely sum of £5 per week on offer was not to be  



   

page fortytwo   august 2012   cuttings 

sneezed at.  That may sound odd today, but a pound went quite a long  
way in those days, when my salary was only £250 a year; so I happily 
accepted the job.   
 
The long boat had been converted by giving it a raised roof, and 
windows along the sides.  There was quite a large galley at the stern 
end, and the centre was fitted out with tables and benches to serve as a 
class room and dining room, and aft was the storage area for baggage, 
equipment and the tents that we camped out in for the night.  There 
were about a dozen boys on each trip in charge of a local schoolmaster  
and a youth leader, both well-known to the boys.  But the real key figure 
was a genial larger-than-life character called Ernie Nutt, an ex-company 
sergeant major from World War I, I believe, who with his son master-
minded the logistics, did the cooking, organised the campsites and the 
erection of the tents, looked after the horse, stood no nonsense from 
anyone, and had the boys completely under control the whole time.  As 
a result of his efforts, everything ran extremely smoothly.  The power 
unit was a strong Shire gelding, who daily without complaint drew us 
noiselessly through the countryside, led along the towpath by one of the 
boys or myself or Ernie’s son.  It must have been quite a tough assignment 
for him, for though the boat was not loaded, the superstructure must 
have added quite a lot of weight. 
 
The daily routine was to strike camp and saddle up the horse after 
breakfast, and get moving at about ten o’clock.  Most of the morning 
would be spent on lessons, talks and discussion on a wide range of 
subjects, while the boat moved steadily and silently through the water.  
After a good lunch cooked by Ernie en route, the afternoons were 
devoted to excursions to places of interest in the locality.  Thus, during 
the week, we visited the railway workshops at Crewe, then the main 
engineering base for the old LMS railway (London, Midland & Scottish 
for those who have only known British Rail) which ran the West Coast 
line to Scotland.  We went down a very large salt mine at Northwich —  
a fascinating experience — and spent an afternoon at Harper Adams 
Agricultural College which was quite an eye opener for some of the boys 
from the middle of Birmingham.  Another afternoon consisted largely of 
a geography excursion when we climbed to the top of Beeston, from 
which one could see a very wide stretch of varied countryside; and 
another day had an historical emphasis with a tour of Chester.  In the 
evenings we would return by coach to the new campsite set up by Ernie, 
who would have brought the boat further up the canal during the  

afternoon while we were away, and the evening meal would be followed  
by a general discussion on the day’s events.  All in all, it was a most 
enlightened exercise in further education, which was well in advance of 
its time, and I learned a great deal from it myself, as I am sure the boys 
must have done as well.   
 
There was very little traffic on the canal in those days that I can recall, 
except for an occasional heavily loaded barge.  These all had traditionally 
brightly decorated cabins, looking very spick and span, with sometimes 
the wife at the tiller, and children waving to us in our strange looking 
craft.  At one time, I believe, salt was a very common cargo on this 
stretch of the canal, but by 1937 road transport, with its convenient door 
to door delivery, had largely replaced water transport for moving 
materials in bulk and, of course, the use of canals for recreation had not 
then been developed.  Consequently, it was a very peaceful progress, 
and I spent quite a few happy morning hours, if I was not involved in  
the teaching, leading the horse along the towpath, and surveying the 
surrounding countryside and assessing the quality of its farming.  At that 
time it was nearly all pasture land and, with the agriculture industry still 
in considerable depression, much of it was not in very good shape with 
overgrown hedges and weedy fields.  But there was also some well 
farmed country, particularly at the Cheshire end of the trip, where 
dairying was the mainstay of production.  By that time, the Milk 
Marketing Board had been in existence for some five years, and had put 
a bottom into the market, and milk production was probably the most 
productive sector of the industry.  There was something very soothing 
about the old boat gliding quietly through the water on a sunny July 
morning far from the noise and hassle of traffic — even if the traffic then 
was only a fraction of what it is like today.  One realises now, when it 
seems almost impossible to get away from noise in modern life, how 
peaceful these days were. 
 
The whole trip was a very enjoyable and enlightening experience, and 
one which must have greatly widened the boys’ horizons, and certainly 
they seemed for the most part to be enjoying their working holiday out of 
the factory.  Ernie told me that they had been expecting a bit of trouble 
from one or two of the lads who didn’t want to come in the first place, or 
who would jib at camping out, but in practice they all mucked in 
extremely well, possibly due to his influence and also to that of the other 
two staff members who were both very good leaders.  What they made 
of my contributions to the proceedings, I am not sure, but there were a  
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few in each party who seemed genuinely interested in the countryside,  
and at least they did not all go to sleep during our sessions.  I believe 
that Cadbury’s ran another course the following year, but I had other 
commitments by then, and after that the war came, and I expect that by 
the end of it, the old boat was in the scrapyard.  I am left wondering how 
many of those lads who took part are still alive today, and what 
memories they carry with them of their week on the canal.  I hope that if 
they are still with us, their recollections will be as happy as mine are.   

Mike Soper 
 

 

Years of change by Mike Soper is now out of print, but is 
available secondhand from a number of online booksellers.   
It is published by  Farming Press, 1995, ISBN 0852363133. 

 

You can read more about the history of Cadbury’s in the  
April 2010 issue of Waterways World, in Stanley Holland’s 
excellent article Cadbury & the inland waterways: the role  

of the canals in the chocolate-maker’s development. 
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Canal & River Trust update 
 

Update from the Trustees, 29th May 2012 
 

As part of our ongoing commitment to keeping everyone informed of 
progress we are issuing this latest update. 
 

1. Parliamentary approval for the Transfer Order 
  

 The Transfer Order that will transfer British Waterways’ powers and 
obligations to the Canal & River Trust was submitted to Parliament 
on the 29th February 2012.   

 
 The Scottish Parliament has approved the Order as has the Welsh 
 Assembly which also endorsed the Trust’s Welsh name of Glandŵr 
 Cymru. 
 
 At Westminster it has been scrutinised by the Environment, Food  
 & Rural Affairs Select Committee in the House of Commons and the 
 Merits of Statutory Instruments Committee in the House of Lords  
 and the Joint Committee on Statutory Instruments.  The first two 
 Committees held public hearings when they questioned 
 representatives from Defra, British Waterways and the Trust.  
 
 None of the Committees have required any amendment to the 
 Transfer Order and therefore the next stage is for there to be a 
 debate on the Order in both Houses.  This cannot take place before 
 the 17th June because the statutory scrutiny period does not end 
 until then.  It is always difficult to find Parliamentary time for such 
 debates, but we are confident that both Houses understand the need 
 for quick action.   
 
 Once the debates have happened and the Order has been 
 approved, it is a relatively simple procedure to have it signed and 
 come into force.  Only then will the Trust take over from British 
 Waterways.  We expect this will now happen in July. 
  
 

2. Launching the Trust and its first national Appeal 
  

 It has been very difficult to arrange a national launch because the  
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 Parliamentary process is so uncertain and we cannot fix a date in 
advance with any certainty.  We have also been keen not to clash 
with either the Queen’s Jubilee or the Olympics. 

 
 We had hoped to be able to confirm 28th June as the launch date, 

but we have now had to pencil in an alternative, the 12th July.  At 
this late stage it is impossible to be certain of getting all the 
arrangements and attendees we would have hoped for.  Instead we 
plan to work with our Partnerships, staff and stakeholders on a whole 
series of regional launches (increasingly likely to be the 12th July) to 
welcome in the new Trust.  We are also working with Defra to have 
an event in London with ministers and stakeholders to mark the 
occasion.  This gives us a fantastic opportunity to launch our first 
fundraising appeal and to introduce the new Trust to people all 
across the country. 

 
 There are so many key friends, supporters and stakeholders who 

have made the creation of the Trust possible that we also want to 
have a gathering to thank everyone.  We are looking to do something 
in September once the Jubilee celebrations, Olympics and summer 
holidays are over. 

 
  

3. Legal documentation 
 

 Good progress is being made in completing the complex suite of 
 legal documentation that effects the transition from British 
 Waterways to the Canal & River Trust.  These include not only the 
 Transfer Order and Transfer Scheme but also the necessary 
 documentation in relation to the Infrastructure Trust, grant 
 agreement, tax neutrality, business rates and pensions. 
 
 We were pleased to receive a confirmation in early April of the 
 Trust’s registration (No. 1146792) as a charity. 
 
 

4. KPMG report 
 

 One part of the decision making process for the Trustees was 
understanding the financial projections for the Trust and what the 
funding need will be over the next decade or more. 
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 In April 2011 British Waterways commissioned KPMG to review and 
comment on the various models, projections and analysis prepared 
by the Executive for the British Waterways Board and the Transition 
Trustees of the Canal & River Trust.  British Waterways commissioned 
KPMG as the Trust did not then exist but KPMG has addressed their 
report to the Trust and British Waterways. 

 

 KPMG was asked to provide the Trustees with a sense check that 
the projections and assumptions were consistent with the 
background data held by British Waterways.  KPMG was not 
commissioned to verify every income and expenditure figure 
because that would not have been a cost-effective undertaking.   

 

 KPMG conducted the bulk of their field work during 2011 based on 
early projections and modelling including the £39 million per annum 
funding offered by government at that time.  KPMG provided interim 
feedback by way of meetings with management and Trustees during 
2011, which informed the discussions with Defra over increased 
grant funding.   

 

 KPMG was engaged early in the transition planning and we are now 
pleased to publish their final report incorporating the financial effects 
of the agreement made with government.  Whilst the report itself 
acknowledges that no projections of this type ever turn out to be 
100% accurate, the thorough external analysis has been a useful 
and reassuring tool for Trustees in guiding our decision making on 
this complex issue.   

 

 A fifteen year funding agreement from government, most of which is 
index-linked, increased commercial income, including significant new 
income from re-investing the proceeds from the sale of Wood Wharf 
joint venture share, growing charitable income and help from 
volunteers, all contribute to an improved maintenance and repair 
expenditure.   

 

 As the report says, “The level of waterway spend will increase from 
82% to approximately 94% of the steady state requirements and lead 
to an improvement in the standard of waterway maintenance”. 

 

 Although the condition of the principal assets (the largest structures 
 like aqueducts, embankments and bridges) is forecast to decline  
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 marginally from the current condition, they will continue to be well 
above historic condition levels.  For example, in 2003 nearly 30% of 
principal assets were in the two poorest condition grades D and E.  
In 2011 the figure is just below 17% and is now projected not to get 
worse than 22%  during the next fifteen years. 

 
 The report does point out the considerable advantages of the fifteen 

year funding agreement in respect of asset management when it 
says: “The greater certainty of the fifteen year funding package from 
Defra has given the Canal & River Trust the opportunity to plan its 
repairs and maintenance in advance therefore allowing for 
operational efficiencies to be built into future planning”.   

 
 The report also highlights the £2 million per annum contingency built 

into the projections.  Given that most breaches (eg Caldon, 
Stourbridge) cost less then £1 million to repair, the contingency is 
sufficient to cover most emergencies other than a major breach, 
when the Trust would, as British Waterways has done in the past, 
redirect resources to meet these unexpected costs. 

 
 

5. Council 
 

 Following the very successful inaugural Council Meeting on the 28th 
March, the Council will meet again on the 4th July in Birmingham.  
The agenda has not yet been completely finalised, but we expect it 
will include: 

 

  A presentation on water resources, how our waterways fit within 
 the regulatory framework and where the risks and opportunities 
 lie 
 

  Discussions on:  
 

  - Frequency of meetings and location of meetings 
  - Agenda setting 
  - Press attendance 
  - Induction and site visits 
 

 Arrangements for the establishment of the joint Council/Trustee 
Appointments Committee that will in future make recommendations 
to Council on the appointment of new trustee and council 
members. 
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6. Annual Public Meeting 
  

 We have decided that the Trust should hold a public meeting in 
September even though we will have been in active existence for 
only a few months.  We believe it is important to continue British 
Waterways’ practice of holding a public meeting at this time of year. 

 
 We believe there is value in bringing together the date of the autumn 

Council Meeting and the Annual Public Meeting.  Accordingly these 
will both be held on the 27th September with the Council Meeting in 
the morning and the Public Meeting in the afternoon. 

 
 

7. Waterway Partnerships 
 

 All Partnerships (except the All Wales Partnership which will be 
complete in the next fortnight) have now appointed their first 
members.  Most have had their first meeting and there are some 
excellent stories emerging of new ideas and new initiatives involving 
people and organisations not previously involved with our 
waterways. 

 
 

8. Advisory Committees 
 

 We have been delighted to announce the following Chairs of three of 
the new advisory groups: 

 
 Heritage  Sir Neil Cossons   His exceptional CV includes roles as 

            Chair of English Heritage and   
            Director of the Science Museum  
            amongst a host of national and   
            international achievements 

 
 Volunteering Dr Justin Davis Smith Current Chief Executive of    

            Volunteering England and former  
            Director of the Institute of    
            Volunteering Research 

 
 Environment Professor Penny   A consultant ecologist who is a  
      Anderson     member of the National Trust’s   

            Nature Conservation Panel and  
            President of the Institute of Ecology 
            and Environmental Management.  
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9. Ombudsman Scheme 
 

 We have previously confirmed that the Trust will have a Waterways 
Ombudsman Scheme.  Arrangements are in hand to adapt the 
scheme for the Trust and Hilary Bainbridge, the existing Waterways 
Ombudsman, has kindly agreed to remain in office during the 
period of transition pending the appointment of her successor.   

 
 

10. Publicising the Canal & River Trust 
 

 Whilst we are keeping the costs to a minimum we do want to get 
the Trust off to the best possible start and raise its profile.  The PR 
team are planning the launch stories and a number of pre-launch 
announcements which you can expect to hear about in the next 
month.  Similarly during June, around a hundred volunteers will be 
putting up vinyls on existing signs at forty busy sites for us with new 
logos, contact details etc.  Coming soon too will be a preview of our 
website.  And of course there is material in preparation to promote 
donations and volunteering.   

 

 In the meantime if you want to read the Minutes of the Trustee 
Meetings, the Trust’s Articles of Association or our Charity 
Registration, they are all available, with a lot more, on www. 

 canalrivertrust.org.uk . 
 
 

11. Lock tail bridges 
 

 We are aware that the new handrails on twentynine bridges, 
predominantly on the Staffordshire & Worcestershire Canal, have 
caused some debate.  It is therefore worth setting out the joint 
British Waterways/Trust policy on such matters.   

 

 Safety is our number one priority and we will always seek to 
minimise the risk of serious injury and damage to all our staff, 
visitors, volunteers, contractors and neighbours.  We will also do  

 so because it is morally right and because we have a legal duty, 
particularly under the Health & Safety Act.  It also makes sound 
business sense too as injuries cost us money in lost time, 
compensation and sometimes very heavy fines. 

 

 Every addition and alteration to our historic structures requires 
judgement.  We need to balance safety, cost, historic integrity, use,    
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 aesthetics and a lot more.  Our staff have a great deal of 
experience in making these judgements and they also take advice 
from experts and practitioners.  At the end of the day, it is the 
management who have to make the decisions because they have 
the responsibility and accountability.  In this instance they had the 
benefit of advice from the Historic Narrow Boat Club and the West 
Midlands Waterway Partnership.  We are fully supportive of their 
actions in respect of the handrails to the tail bridges.  We know not 
every solution was perfect, but they never are.  We do know 
though that we have reduced yet further the chances of a fatality or 
major injury happening on our waterways. 

 
 

12. Water resources 
  

 We have been kept fully informed as British Waterways have 
managed their water resources over a very dry winter and an 
extraordinarily wet April.  From the Trust’s perspective we are very 
relieved that there is now a very good chance that the vast majority 
of the network will be fully open throughout our first summer of 
operation.   

 
 

13.  Museum Conference 
 

 We were very pleased to support The Waterways Trust’s very 
successful ‘New Vision for Waterways Museums’ conference at 
Ellesmere Port on the 19th May.  Approximately a hundred 
delegates had an extremely informative and productive day under 
the Chairmanship of Simon Thurley.  It was another example of 
how we will seek to engage, involve and learn from others with 
common interests and objectives. 

 
 

14.  Thames Jubilee Pageant 
 

 If you intend to be one of the millions who will line the Thames to 
view the Queen’s Jubilee Pageant, look out for the Trust’s boat.  
We are part of a forty strong flotilla organised by British Waterways 
and the St Pancras Cruising Club and this will be the first 
appearance of a Canal & River Trust branded boat.  Among its 
crew will be the Duke of Bridgewater who is more commonly 
known as our Chair, Tony Hales. 

 

The Canal & River Trust Trustees, May 2012 
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Latest developments 
 

On 2nd July 2012, British Waterways ceased to exist in England and 
Wales and in its place Canal & River Trust was set up to care for two 
thousand miles of historic waterways.  On 12th July a host of local 
events are taking place throughout England and Wales, to publicly 
celebrate the birth of the new charity. 
 
Three major organisations have pledged support for Canal & River Trust: 
the People’s Postcode Lottery, the Co-operative Bank, and Google. 
 
The People’s Postcode Lottery has pledged one million pounds’ worth of 
essential conservation work across the Canal & River Trust’s network 
over the next decade, through funds awarded by Postcode Green Trust. 
The People’s Postcode Lottery makes up part of the third largest private 
funder of good causes in the world. 
 
The Co-operative Bank and the Canal & River Trust have joined up to 
help engage the public in the essential work to improve and care for the 
nation’s precious canals and rivers.  The two organisations will work 
together to provide financial products that will offer people a responsible 
option for banking and the chance to support the work of the Trust in 
practical ways that suit their lifestyle. 
 
Google and the Canal & River Trust are planning to put the UK’s 
towpaths on Google Maps.  Currently, waterways are not listed on 
Google Maps as active routes that people can use to move about.  But 
once the data is there, waterways will become alternative routes through 
the towns and cities of England and Wales.  Ed Parsons, geospatial 
technologist at Google UK, said: "Canal towpaths offer green routes 
through our towns and cities, and by working with the Canal & River 
Trust we’re adding towpaths to Google Maps and encouraging people to 
discover their local waterway."  
 
With two thousand miles of easily accessible towpath, this includes the 
formidable task of highlighting access points, bridges, locks and 
tunnels.  Anyone will be able to use Google Maps to plan journeys that 
include canal and river towpaths as well as roads, helping to improve 
access to traffic-free routes through our towns and cities for walkers and 
cyclists.     
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Tony Hales, Chairman of the Canal & River Trust, commented: “We are 
delighted that these exciting partners have come on board as we 
launch.  This is a huge vote of confidence in the Canal & River Trust 
and recognition of the important role it will play as the guardian of one of 
the nation’s environmental treasures.  We’re looking forward to 
announcing some of the exciting initiatives we are planning together 
later in the year.” 
  
These three partnerships represent just the start of what the Canal & 
River Trust hopes will be a growing number of partnerships with 
organisations who will play a vital role in helping to conserve and 
enhance the two hundred year old former industrial waterways across 
England and Wales. 

Collated by Catherine O’Brien  
from information kindly provided by British Waterways 

 

 
 

 

WOULD YOU LIKE TO ADVERTISE  
IN CUTTINGS? 

 

The advertising rates are : 

Quarter page: 
 

Half page: 
 

Full page: 

£50 for one year 
 

£75 for one year   
 

£125 for one year 

There is a discount of 10% for Commercial Members. 
 

Advertisements are accepted all year round 
 on a pro rata basis. 

 

For more information, please contact  
Roger Beswick on 01244 332553 

or email haslemere@chester50.plus.com   
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Water supply 
 

What an interesting article, “Restoration: retrospective and prospective”, 
Mr M A Handford wrote for the June issue of CUTTINGS.   
 
It certainly gives hope and encouragement for the future.  I only wish I 
was fifty years younger. 
 
That aside, there are a couple of points I would like to raise.  (I hope all 
of his predictions are true, and do not turn out to be “pie in the sky”.) 
 
No mention was made of the Basingstoke Canal and, in the aspirations 
for new builds, what about Winchester—Andover—Basingstoke to 
Reading (Thames and Itchen etc), or the three hundred foot contour 
canal which would connect Scotland and England and help relieve the 
ever increasing problem of water shortage, which again wasn’t 
mentioned.  Surely this will be an issue of domestic and industrial use 
first and canals second.  This is even before full restoration of the 
system, without consideration of the supply to new builds.  Remember 
this was a problem on some systems even in “The Age of Canals”.   
 
And of course there are many more abandoned canals! 

M J McLeod, Cornwall 
 
 

 

Misuse of moorings? 
 

When I passed through Nantwich today I noticed some boats that were 
clearly being used as residential, which were still here from when I 
passed through last September.  Although this does not conclusively 
prove that they had been there all that time, neither does it prove that 
they were genuine continuous cruisers.   
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I know that not so long ago British Waterways would not have tolerated 
this illegal mooring, so what has changed?  Do we want our canal 
changed to a linear housing estate, like the Kennet & Avon, particularly 
between Bradford and Bath?  Is this why we campaigned for restoration 
and improvements to our canal system, to see it hijacked for housing? 

Stuart Finch, NB Just No. 2   
 
 

 
A visit to Redwith 

 

My wife and I thoroughly enjoyed our Montgomery Canal walk with the 
Inland Waterways Preservation Society on Saturday, and especially the 
“calling in” on the group at Redwith.  Fascinating! 
 
Congratulations on your work so far and best wishes for the future.  
We’re pleased to enclose a cheque as a personal contribution to the 
Society’s funds. 

Paul & Kathy Niblett, Stoke-on-Trent 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

Booking for a non-trading boat is just £20.  Booking forms  

can be downloaded from www.shropshireunion.org.uk or contact  

Jane Lowthion, telephone 01829 751454, mobile 07525 061360,  

or email jane.lowthion@btinternet.com . 

Come and see Saturn, try your hand at canal 
arts & crafts, and let Keepers Lock entertain 
you with songs and stories from the canals. 

7th-9th 
September 

2012 
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Narrowboat repairs and boat safety remedial work                                     
Diesel and outboard engine servicing and repairs       

Electrical problems                                      
Emergency callout and breakdown service 

Free estimates – fully insured – all work guaranteed    

covering the  
Shropshire Union Canal  
Trent and Mersey Canal (North) 
Llangollen Canal 
Montgomery Canal 
Macclesfield Canal  
Bridgewater Canal 

Hire one of our luxury 4-8 berth narrowboats to explore  
the delights of the Shropshire Union and Llangollen canals 
starting from our new base at Overwater Marina, Audlem. 

Full tuition given, pets welcome.  
Telephone 07867 790195  

 

www.cheshirecatnarrowboats.co.uk 

To discuss your requirements, give us a call on 07970 384047        
or email nbjosephinecollier@yahoo.co.uk 

M & L CANAL SERVICES 
 

MARK EDWARDS 
 

BOAT SAFETY SCHEME EXAMINER  
MOBILE MARINE ENGINEER 

“A sensible approach to boat safety”   
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Dates for your diary 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

4-5 August 
 
 
 

24-27 August 
 
 
 
 

1 September 
 

1-2 September  
 
 
 

1-2 September  
 
 
 
 
 

7-9 September 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

10 September 
 
 
 
 
 
 

15-16 September 
 
 
 

Montgomery Work Party — please ring Mike 
Friend on 01948 880723 or mobile 07909 912611 
for more information. 
 

August Bank Holiday Lockwind at Cholmondeston 
Lock on the Middlewich Arm of the Shropshire Union 
Canal.  Everyone welcome!  Please see page seven 
for details. 
 

Copy date for the October CUTTINGS 
 

Montgomery Work Party — please ring Mike 
Friend on 01948 880723 or mobile 07909 912611 
for more information. 
 

The Maesbury Canal Festival — please see page 
twentyeight for more information and visit 
www.montgomerycanal.net/canalfestival2012.html 
or email info@canalfestival.co.uk or ring Dawn 
Aylwin on 01691 830403.  
 

The Ellesmere Rally — for more information please 
see page twentyseven.  Booking for a non-trading 
boat is just £20.  Tickets for Saturday night 
(including supper) can be purchased separately.  
Booking forms are available from Jane Lowthion, 
01829 751454 or mobile 07525 061360 or email 
jane.lowthion@btinternet.com, or from the Society’s 
website at  www.shropshireunion.org.uk . 
 

Meeting of the Society’s Council at the Red Lion 
Hotel in Ellesmere, Shropshire at 7.30 pm.  Members 
are very welcome to attend, but if you are travelling 
any distance please contact a member of Council 
beforehand to ensure that the date, time and venue 
are unchanged. 
 

Whitchurch Waterway Trust Gathering of Boats 
on the restored Whitchurch Arm of the Llangollen 
Canal. The cost of entry is £12.50 per boat including 
mooring, plaque and competitions.  A boater's social  

tel:01829751454
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6-7 October 
 
 
 

12-14 October 
 
 
 
 
 

1 November 
 

3-4 November 
 
 
 

10 November 
 
 
 
 

1-2 December 
 
 
 

2013 
 

12-13 January 
 
 
 
 

2-3 February 

 

evening is being held on 15th including a warming  
meal at a cost of £6.50 per head.  Entry forms are 
available from Mike Parsonage, Willow Cottage,  
Horsemans Green, Whitchurch SY13 3DY, 
telephone (evenings only) 01948 830447, email  
wwt@mican.co.uk , or from the website at 
www.whitchurchwaterway.org.uk . 
 

Montgomery Work Party — please ring Mike 
Friend on 01948 880723 or mobile 07909 912611 
for more information. 
 

Beer Festival at the National Waterways Museum, 
Ellesmere Port, with real ales from the best of 
British craft brewers with canal connections.  For 
more information please ring 0151 355 5017 or visit 
www.nwm.org.uk . 
 

Copy date for the December CUTTINGS 
 

Montgomery Work Party — please ring Mike 
Friend on 01948 880723 or mobile 07909 912611 
for more information. 
 

Annual General Meeting of the Shropshire Union 
Canal Society, at 3.00 pm at Adderley Village Hall, 
Adderley, Shropshire TF9 3TF.  Please see page 
five for the agenda. 
 

Hedge Laying Work Party on the Montgomery 
Canal.  Please contact David Carter on 01244 
661440 or email eb09@liverpool.ac.uk for more 
information. 
 

Hedge Laying Work Party on the Montgomery 
Canal. Please contact David Carter on 01244 
661440 or email eb09@liverpool.ac.uk for more 
information. 
 

Hedge Laying Work Party on the Montgomery 
Canal. Please contact David Carter on 01244 
661440 or email eb09@liverpool.ac.uk for more 
information.   
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The Society’s Slop Chest  
 

Support your Society: 
 

raise awareness and raise funds! 
 

 

 

For any of the above contact Ian Hendley at 28 Millfield Drive 
Market Drayton, Shropshire  TF9 1HS, telephone 01630 656525,  

or email sucsmemsec@btinternet.com.  Cheques should be made 
payable to the Shropshire Union Canal Society. 

 

Items may also be purchased from the Society’s website at 
www.shropshireunion.org.uk via PayPal. 

SOCIETY SWEATSHIRTS - S,M,L,XL,XXL 
 

SOCIETY POLOSHIRTS - S,M,L,XL,XXL 
 

SOCIETY TEESHIRTS - S,M,L 
 

SOCIETY CAP 
 

SOCIETY BURGEE 
 

EMBROIDERED BADGES 
 

BOAT/CAR STICKERS 

£16.00 + £3.00 p&p 
 

£14.00 + £3.00 p&p 
 

£10.00 + £3.00 p&p 
 

£  3.90 + £2.00 p&p 
 

£  8.00 + £1.50 p&p 
 

£  3.50 + SAE 
 

£  0.50 + SAE 

 

 

Editor 
Catherine O’Brien 

45 Windsor Drive, Market Drayton, Shropshire TF9 1RL 
Telephone 01630 657453 

email catherine@cobwebz.co.uk  
 

Advertising Manager 
Roger Beswick 

Haslemere, Skips Lane, Christleton, Chester CH3 7BE 
Telephone 01244 332553  

email haslemere@chester50.plus.com 
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Please support our advertisers, 
and tell them that you saw  
their advert in CUTTINGS 

THE VIEWS EXPRESSED IN CUTTINGS ARE NOT  
NECESSARILY THOSE OF THE COUNCIL 

 

NEED TO TALK TO CANAL & RIVER TRUST? 
 

North Wales & Borders Waterway 
 

Waterway Manager: Wendy Capelle 
 

Shropshire Union Main Line from Ellesmere Port to Bridge 98, 
including Middlewich Branch 

 

Customer Services: Stephen Maguire 01606 723896 
Planned Works: Jim Taylor  07702 526702 

 

Shropshire Union Main Line from Bridge 98 to Autherley Junction 
and Llangollen Canal from Hurleston Junction to Bridge 19 

 

Customer Services: Neville Preece  07702 874327 
Planned Works: Kevin Walker  07767 440137 

 

Llangollen Canal from Bridge 19 to Llantisilio 
and Montgomery Canal 

 

Customer Services: Howard Griffiths  07860 459622 
Planned Works: Wyn Evans  07860 630538  

 
All services:   

 

Navigation Road, Northwich, Cheshire CW8 1BH 
Switchboard: 01606 723800 

 

Licence Evasion Hotline  01923 201122 
Emergency Freephone  0800 47 999 47 

This page has been left blank intentionally 



APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP 
OF THE SHROPSHIRE UNION CANAL SOCIETY 

(This form may also be used for renewals) 
 

I hereby apply for election as a member of the above Society 
and agree to abide by the rules of the Society. 

 

I enclose my remittance for ……………….* being my subscription for the 
year ending 30th June 201…. 
 
Signed ………………………………………………………….  Date ……………. 
 
Name in full  (Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms)  PLEASE PRINT IN BLOCK CAPITALS 
 
NAME ………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
ADDRESS …………………………………………………………………………… 
 
……………………………………………………….  POSTCODE ……………….. 
 
TELEPHONE …………………………….  EMAIL ……………………………….. 
 

*Single, Joint, Family:  £10   Juniors under 18:  £5 
Life Membership (Single, Joint, Family):  £200 

 

If you are applying for junior membership please state your age here ……….. 
 

If this is a renewal of your existing membership please state your membership 
number ………………………… 
 

If you are a United Kingdom taxpayer please sign the Gift Aid declaration 
below, which enables the Society to claim tax relief on donations 
(including subscriptions) made to the Society.  
 

Name of charity: The Shropshire Union Canal Society 
I want the charity to treat all donations I have made over the last four years 
and all donations I make hereafter as Gift Aid donations. 
 
Signature ……………………………………………….………   Date …………….. 
 

It is more convenient for you and helps the Society if you pay by Bankers 
Order.  Please ask the Membership Secretary for the appropriate form. 
 

Please send completed forms to: 
Ian Hendley, Membership Secretary, 

28 Millfield Drive, Market Drayton, Shropshire TF9 1HS. 
(telephone 01630 656525, email sucsmemsec@btinternet.com) 

 

The Shropshire Union Canal Society is a Registered Charity, no. 245875 
and a Registered Company, limited by guarantee, no. 1069860  

Whether you are looking to buy a narrowboat, 
hire one for a holiday or you already own one, 
you need look no further than Alvechurch.  With 
over 25 years experience in hand building boats and 
operating the UK’s finest fleet of holiday craft you 
can be sure that we can help you with all you need  
to cruise on the Great British Waterways. 
We also offer full marina  
services including diesel, 
gas, pumpouts, moorings, 
brokerage services, boats  
for sale, repair, breakdown 
and refit work, boat  
painting, signwriting and  
RYA Helmsman Training. 

 

Buying a Boat..? 
Booking a Holiday..? 

Own a Boat..? 

www.alvechurch.com 
Tel: 01270 780544  Fax: 01270 780146 

Email: enquiries@alvechurch.com 
Alvechurch Boat Centres Ltd, Wrenbury, 

Near Nantwich, Cheshire CW5 8HG 

5% Discount On Proof Of SUCS Current Membership 


