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Chairman’s jottings 
 

Earlier this year the Society advertised for a new editor for CUTTINGS, 
and I am delighted to announce that Council has now appointed Chris 
and David Owen-Roberts to the post.  Chris and David have been 
boating for over twenty years, and are very familiar with the Shropshire 
Union system.  I am sure they will do an excellent job when they take 
over in January. 
 

Peter James and I attended the local launch of Canal & River Trust at 
Ellesmere on 12th July.  It was an enjoyable morning — speeches of 
course, including a recorded address by HRH The Prince of Wales,  
who is Patron of Canal & River Trust.  In his address he made special 
mention of the Montgomery Canal and the Shropshire Union Canal 
Society.  You can see his address at http://canalrivertrust.org.uk/news-
and-views/news/canal-and-river-trust-launches-today .  Everyone was 
treated to a little memento of the day in the form of a wooden plaque 
made from old Montgomery lock gates and branded that very morning 
by the blacksmith with the initials “CRT”.  If you were watching BBC 
Midlands that day you may have seen the blacksmith at work branding 
the plaques in the newly restored forge at the Ellesmere Yard.  
 

Many of you will be aware that British Waterways/Canal & River Trust was 
bidding for £3.25 million of Heritage Lottery funding for the Montgomery 
restoration.  It is understood that the bid was well-received, but was 
nevertheless unsuccessful.  It faced very fierce competition — bids 
totalling £42 million were under consideration, but less than £15 million 
was available to grant.  Various changes will be made to the bid in 
accordance with recommendations made by the Heritage Lottery Fund 
Casework Officer and it will be resubmitted, probably during the autumn.  
In the meantime, Canal & River Trust are proceeding with a bid to Life+.   
 

August saw the Society’s regular Bank Holiday Lockwind, which raised 
just over £2,000, and in September the Ellesmere Rally, in its new 
format, was a resounding success.  There was a very relaxed atmosphere 
and everyone seems to have enjoyed themselves.  A big thank you to  
all the volunteers who make these events possible. 
 

And finally, a reminder that this year the Annual General Meeting is on 
Saturday 10th November at 3.00 pm at Adderley Village Hall.  I hope  
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lots of you will be able to attend.  One of the items on the agenda is a  
special resolution to enable the Society to elect Pat Wilson as a member 
of Council.  As you will know, normally it is sufficient simply to nominate 
prospective Council members.  But because Pat is now over eighty the 
Articles of Association decree that a special resolution is required.  Pat 
was a valued member of Council for many years, from the late 1960s to 
the mid 1990s (when she retired to nurse her husband), and it will be 
good to have someone of her long experience back on board. 

Terry O’Brien 
 
 
 

Membership news 
 

We all extend a warm welcome to: 
 

Mrs S Harman of Ellesmere 
D Rollinson and P Dawson of Market Drayton 

Mr and Mrs Wesson of NB Greenfinch 
Mr and Mrs Beckett of Almeria, Spain 

Mr and Mrs D Mawdsley of Rufford, Leicestershire 
Mr R Rhodes of Evesham 

Mrs S Cann of Chester 
Mr P Rigby of Nantwich 

Mr P Rimmer of Winsford 
 

The annual membership subscription was due on 1st July, and if you 
have not yet renewed your subscription, you should by now have 
received a reminder note or email.  If you usually pay by cheque and 
have not done so yet, please pop it in the post as soon as you can. 
 

From the start of this membership year, I have confirmed renewal by 
email where this is possible.  This means, of course, that a membership 
card will not be sent to you unless you specifically ask for one.  The 
reason –  second class postage has increased to 50p which makes our 
traditional mailing method simply too expensive!  If you have not yet 
passed your email address to me or have recently changed your service 
provider, I would be grateful if you would let me have the details. 
 
For the record, some 40% of membership renewals have been confirmed 
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by email so far this year, saving in excess of £200 in postage and  
stationery costs.  This figure is set to grow since many of you have now 
responded with your email address — thank you.   
 

You can contact me about these or any other membership matters at  
28 Millfield Drive, Market Drayton TF9 1HS, telephone 01630 656525 or 
email sucsmemsec@btinternet.com .   

Ian Hendley 
 

 

Money matters 
 

Unusual as it may be, I am short of words to say about the first half of 
the financial year.  2012 is proving to be as quiet as last year and is 
showing no discernible trend one way or another.  Perhaps this is simply 
a reflection of the general economic situation and of a widespread 
tendency for people to consolidate.  Or are we all waiting to see what 
impact British Waterways’ switch to Canal & River Trust will have? 
 

All of our usual fundraising activities — the lockwinds and the Ellesmere 
Rally — are successfully behind us and the flow of small donations from 
our collecting boxes remains buoyant.  The income from memberships 
grows slowly but steadily and, with careful management, is ample to 
offset our running expenses.  The greater use of emails this year for 
membership renewal confirmation and for the inevitable reminders, 
together with a significant take up of E-CUTTINGS, has offset the steep 
rise in postage costs.  Canal & River Trust’s support for the Redwith 
restoration project remains in place, although the funds raised by the 
recent (now closed) Buy a Barrow of Boulders appeal are of course 
being used to provide the materials needed.  If you are sensing a repeat 
of last year’s midway report in these words, you are not mistaken! 
 

These steady and unremarkable results for the first six months of this 
financial year reflects the underlying soundness of our Society and its 
finances.  From my contact with members, I am aware that the Society 
is well supported and held in high regard.  Thanks must go to all who 
have made a contribution of any sort this year — please keep up the 
good work. 

Ian Hendley   
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Annual General Meeting 
 10th November 2012 

 

Notice is hereby given that the Annual General Meeting  
of the Shropshire Union Canal Society Limited will take place at  

Adderley Village Hall on Saturday 10th November 2012 at 3.00 pm. 
 

AGENDA 
 

 1. Apologies for absence 
 2. The adoption of the minutes of the 2011 AGM 
 3. Reports: 
   Chairman 
   Treasurer 
 4. Special resolution: to seek approval to allow Patricia Louise   
  Wilson, aged 82, to be elected a Council Member (in accordance  
  with Section 42 of the Articles of Association) 
 5. Election of Council Members 
 6. Election of Auditors 
 7. Any other business 
 

After the meeting there will be a presentation by Alex Ball, Montgomery 
Canal Development Manager and Sarah Lalieu, Regeneration Manager 
for Canal & River Trust North Wales & Borders. 

Linda Andrews (Secretary) 

 

NOMINATION FORM 
 

I wish to nominate: ……………………………………………………..
(full name in block capitals please) for election to serve on the 
Council of the Shropshire Union Canal Society. 
 

Signed: ………………………………………………………………….. 
 

Full name in block capitals: …………………………………………… 
 

Signature of member willing to be nominated: ……………………… 
 

Nominations to Council must reach the Secretary,  
Linda Andrews, PO Box 259 Nantwich, Cheshire  CW5 9BD 

by 1st November 2012. 

mailto:sucsmemsec@btopenworld.com
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Fundraising totals 

 

The Society has three methods of continuous fundraising.  The totals  
for the financial year from 1st April 2012 are: 
 

   Collecting boxes      £   447.94 
   Recycling (inkjet cartridges etc)  £    109.95 
   Stamps, postcards, coins etc  £1,132.00 
 

The Society wishes to thank everyone who contributes to the success  
of these fundraising activities. 

Catherine O’Brien 

 
A change to recycling arrangements 

 

First of all, a very big thank you to Paul Mills who has managed the 
Society’s recycling effort for so many years.   
 

Paul has now decided to retire from recycling and Peter James, the 
Society’s Funding Officer, takes over in his stead.  The items which  
can be recycled remain the same: inkjet cartridges (both virgin and 
compatible); laser cartridges (virgin cartridges only); and all makes and 
models of mobile ‘phones.  Unfortunately Epson and Kodak cartridges 
have no value for recycling, so please do not save them. 

 

Please channel all items for recycling to Peter James,  
so that he can send bulk consignments to the  

various recycling collection programmes: 
 

Peter James 
71 Washford Road 

Shrewsbury SY3 9HW 
 

Telephone 01743 364100 
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Stamps et cetera! 
 

We are having a couple of Olympian years as regards stamp sales.  
Last year we raised £1,405 from sales of stamps, postcards and so on, 
and in the few months since 1st April 2012 we have already reached the 
grand total of £1,132.  Can we beat last year’s total?  It looks as if we 
might. 
 
A sincere thank you this time to:   

Pat Wilson 
 

 

 

Please send stamps, postcards, coins, banknotes, 
phone cards and cigarette cards to: 

 

Pat Wilson 
Rin Cop, Nantwich Road 
Wardle, Near Nantwich,  

Cheshire CW5 6BE 
 

 Telephone 01270 528296 

Anonymous x 3 
The International Guild of Knot Tyers 

Inland Waterways Association/Waterway Recovery Group 

A Alderson 
S Barnett 
P Bradley 

P & E Buck 
A Chambers 
S & S Fahey 

The Firth family 
M Francis 
D & G Hall 

J & S Healey 
I & S Hendley 

NB Iande 
C & H James 

K James 
P James 

D Lee 
A Lindop 

L & R Spencer 
K Todd 

NB Water Baron 
S Wilkins 

G & B Wynn 
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Chas Hardern Boats Ltd est. 1972   
 

Family run 2-6 berth warm and comfortable narrowboats  
for hire.  All year cruising.  Short breaks generally available.   

Dog friendly.  Excellent tuition.   
 

 Services on site:  Diesel, gas, water, pumpout, gift shop 
 

ALSO:  Gas Safe engineer.  24hr breakdown service.  
40 years experience with all engine 

and internal boat repairs 
 

Members of IWA, BMF, APCO, FSB 
Hireboat handover external audit 

 

T:  01829 732595   Email: Chasboats@aol.com    
Web: www.chashardern.co.uk 

 

Beeston Castle Wharf, Beeston, Tarporley, Cheshire CW6 9NH 
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The August Bank Holiday lockwind 
 

Thirty volunteers wound 222 boats through Cholmondeston Lock on the 
Middlewich Arm in the course of the August Bank Holiday weekend, 
taking a total of £2,044 for Society funds. 
 

Ninety year old Fred Archer, alias Mr Marmalade, excelled, conducting 
himself in a superb performance of pressure selling, much to the 
amusement of volunteers and passing boaters.  The majority of 
sympathetic boaters succumbed to his retail therapy and None shall 
pass motto. 
 

We sold a variety of donated goods including pickles, jams, and books, 
and tomatoes came from Woore on a daily basis.  We are very grateful 
to everyone for their donations.  We dispensed publicity leaflets, Country 
moorings leaflets, and flyers for the forthcoming Ellesmere Rally. 
 

Prior to the lockwind Pat Wilson sorted through all the book stock and 
donated some older stock to Oxfam.  This raised £160.00 for Oxfam and 
gave the Society the opportunity to sell newer donated books at the 
lockwind. 
 

Needless to say we enjoyed (is that the word?) a varied selection of 
weather, and of course the tea and biscuits kept appearing at regular 
intervals.  We received visits from former members and present members 
who are no longer able to assist but feel the need for a regular injection 
of marmalade and friendship.  
 

The bulk of the packing up on Monday was done “in the dry”; we were 
lucky because five minutes after we locked the door to go home, the rain 
started and continued for most of the evening. 
 

Thank you to all of the volunteers.  Special thanks must go to Anne 
Lindop and Dave Thomas for  organising the lockwind, and of course to 
Canal & River Trust, without whom this event could not have taken place. 
 

We are looking forward to seeing everyone again at next year’s lockwinds 
(and you may be interested to note that we are very optimistic about 
locating a new source of delicious homemade marmalade). 

Brian Holmes, Thursday’s Child 
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NANTWICH & BORDER COUNTIES YACHT CLUB 
 

We are a canal cruising club based at Nantwich on 
the Shropshire Union Canal.  Membership and 
moorings for GRP and steel up to 40ft are currently 
available.  We are a friendly cruising club with an 
annual programme of cruising and social events.  

The club’s picturesque moorings are canal side and lagoon at Nantwich.  
All moorings have access to water and electricity.  There are toilet 
facilities with an Elsan disposal point on site.  Other facilities include a 
clubhouse, kitchen and work facilities. 
 

To find out more,  
ring the Membership Secretary on 07803 928929  

or see the club website at www.nbcyc.co.uk 

 

 

 

 

C H U R C H  M I N S H U L L  
 

 

For further information please contact us on 01270 525041 
email us:  info@aqueductmarina.co.uk    www.aqueductmarina.co.uk 

 

Find us by Bridge 8 on the Middlewich Branch  
or 3 miles north of Nantwich on the B5074. 

 Workshops - short 
& long term hire 

 Slipway 
 Gantry boat lift 
 Licensed café 
 Brokerage 
 Repairs/refits 

 Hardstanding - 
short & long term  

 Steam cleaning 
 Painting 
 Blacking 
 Anodes 
 Welding 

 Fitting out 
 Hull repairs 
 Engine servicing 
 Hull surveys 
 Boat safety surveys 
 Shot-blasting 
 Replating 

M A R I N A  
 

In addition to the marina, Aqueduct Boat Services offer  
a wide range of facilities for all boaters including: 
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Carols by the Canal in Market Drayton 
 

On the evening of Saturday 8th December Holidays Afloat in Market 
Drayton is hosting Carols by the Canal for the second time.  This year 
the evening is expected to be bigger and better, with more stalls, more 
activities, and lots of illuminated boats. 
 

Please be aware, however, that the winter stoppage notices so far 
released show blanket closures at Nantwich, Audlem Locks, Woodseaves 
Cutting and Shebdon Embankment for six weeks from Monday 5th 
November to Friday 14th December.  It seems highly unlikely that all of 
these closures will take place at the same time, or last the full six weeks, 
but if you intend to come along in your boat please keep an eye on the 
stoppages and plan around them. 
 

But do come along if you possibly can — by car if you can’t bring your 
boat.  It was a lovely evening last year and I’m sure it will be again.  To 
find out more please ring Lisa Machin on 01630 652641. 

Catherine O’Brien 

 
Open Day at Aqueduct Marina  

 

On 22nd July Robert and Andrea Parton hosted their third Open Day  
at Aqueduct Marina in Church Minshull.  Around a thousand people 
attended, enjoying the festivities and the sunshine.  Each year the 
marina supports a charity, and this year it was the Sea Shepherd, a  
not-for-profit conservation society.   
 

Red Shift Radio broadcast from 11am-4.30pm and directed visitors to 
timed attractions, boat rides, juggling and plate spinning, children’s 
crafts, The Funky Choir, Nantwich Veterinary Group’s dog show, 
Nantwich and Crew Model Boat Club, canal crafts and much more. 
 

Volunteers from the Shropshire Union Canal Society also attended with 
publicity material and display boards, raising awareness about the 
Society. 

Chris Owen-Roberts 
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New Waterways Strategy for Chester 
 

Since January 2012 there has been an unusual but welcome sight on 
the River Dee in Chester.  A canal narrow boat has been based on the 
river.  The sad thing is that the owner was compelled to bring the boat to 
the river by road.  This simple fact underlines how Chester is failing to 
make the most of its fascinating waterways. 
 
The waterways system in Chester has four parts — the upper Dee 
above the weir, the lower tidal Dee, the Dee Branch canal to Tower 
Wharf, and the main canal through the city.  In theory they all 
interconnect, but in practice they don’t.  The potential for Chester’s 
waterways to be developed as a unified system has not been realised. 
 
Things may be about to change, however.  Chester Canal Heritage 
Trust, British Waterways [now Canal & River Trust] and the Chester 
Branch of the Inland Waterways Association have successfully 
influenced the new Chester ‘One City Plan’ prepared by Chester 
Renaissance and Cheshire West and Chester Council.  We pressed for 
a ‘Waterways Strategy’ — a range of policies to make the most of the 
city’s waterways.  The planners responded and the One City Plan now 
contains a commitment to the Waterways Strategy.  Talks are already 
beginning to implement it.  The Strategy would offer huge benefits in 
terms of increasing visitor numbers, supporting waterside regeneration, 
creating interesting visitor destinations for boaters and other users whilst 
also providing additional business opportunities.   
 
An improved and safe passage between the canal and the upstream 
Dee is the key to delivering this vision.  A package of at least two 
measures is needed to make it a reality.  The first is the restoration of 
navigation through the Dee Branch and River Lock.  The hard fact is, 
however, that it is only worth reopening the Dee Branch if boats can 
easily reach the upper Dee.  Otherwise there is nowhere to go.  The 
second requirement has to be a new lock in Chester weir so that the 
route between the canal and the tidal and non-tidal Dee can be used 
safely at wider states of the tide.  There is a potential site for the new 
lock in the old mill race at the south end of the Dee weir.  If this lock was 
built canal boats and suitable seagoing craft could come up to Chester’s 
Riverside and cruise the upper Dee as far as Farndon.  Chester would 
become an attractive waterway destination like Stratford after the    
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reopening of the River Avon and the Stratford Canal. 
 
These ideas are not new.  Proposals for a lock in the weir have been 
made before, but then they were premature.  People couldn’t see the 
economic and social benefits.  The time is now right.  The ambitious 
waterway schemes of the past twenty years have been seen to 
reinvigorate their surroundings.  In Chester a strategy of opening up the 
system could do likewise.  Its starting point needs to be a feasibility 
study of the technical issues involved together with a cost-benefit 
analysis of the returns that would flow from the project. 

John Herson, Chairman, Chester Canal Heritage Trust 
 

 

This article has been reproduced by kind permission of  
the Chester Canal Heritage Trust.  If you would like to find  

out more about the Trust, please visit their website at 
 

www.chestercanalheritagetrust.co.uk 

 

R J MARINE 
on the Middlewich Branch of the Shropshire Union at 

Venetian Marina, just below the lock 
 

ALL ASPECTS OF ENGINEERING 

CALL OUT SERVICE 

DRY DOCK BLACKING SLOTS AVAILABLE 
(ask about special offers) 

ENGINE SERVICE AND INSTALLATIONS 

FIT OUTS AND REFITS 
(cratches, lockers, etc) 

SAFETY AND COMPLIANCE WORK 
 

Telephone 01270 528 787 and ask for Joan 
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Pylons along the Montgomery 
 

As most of you will be aware, the National Grid has been conducting 
research into a preferred route to link new wind farms in Mid Wales to 
the national electricity network.  It should perhaps be emphasised that 
this is not the National Grid out to ruin the landscape — it is the National 
Grid responding to governmental and public demands for renewable 
energy.  It is of course impossible for the National Grid to come up with 
an ideal route — all it can do is choose the least detrimental route.   
 
It is anticipated that the new wind farms will provide enough low carbon 
energy for up to 450,000 homes in Wales and England.  Since March 
2011 the National Grid has been running a series of public consultations.  
Jeremy Lee, lead project manager for the National Grid, said, “We’ve 
been very keen to listen to the feedback from local people, and for it to 
help shape our plans together with the further work we've carried out 
following our consultation.  We believe the substation site and route 
corridor we've chosen will allow us to balance all the things we have to 
consider.  We are at an early stage of this project and still have many 
decisions to make.  We will carry on listening to local views and these 
will play an important role as our plans progress.” 
 
Cefn Coch has been identified as the preferred site for the sub-station, and 
the preferred route corridor runs from Lower Frankton via Llansantffraid 
to Cefn Coch.  This route corridor impacts the Montgomery Canal from 
near Graham Palmer Lock all the way down to a point just west of 
Spiggots Bridge (bridge 80), and again from Wern Bridge (bridge 94) to 
Parsons Bridge (bridge 99).  The National Grid continues to review its 
decisions, and has widened its proposed route corridor in the Powys 
uplands and varied the route corridor in the Vyrnwy valley to take 
account of sensitive environments.  A new award-winning ‘T’ pylon 
design is under consideration, with a view to minimising the impact on 
the countryside.  The design is seen as more elegant and less obtrusive 
than the conventional steel tower structures.  Undergrounding is also 
under consideration for sensitive areas.  Where the new pylons meet  
the existing transmission line near Graham Palmer Lock two large 
compounds will be built to house the necessary infrastructure.   
 
Much of the preferred route corridor is well over a mile wide, and the 
detailed line announcement will not be made until further consultations    
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have taken place.  The next stage comprises detailed engineering and 
landscape impact assessments to ascertain how the line will be routed 
within the chosen corridor, and public consultations will continue as a 
part of this process. 
 
To find out the latest position please visit the National Grid’s website at 
www.midwalesconnection.com , where you can download a map of the 
preferred route corridor.  If you wish to make your views known there 
are several options:  
 

 you can register on the website and download a comments form 
 

 you can request a comments form by ringing the Community 
Relations team on 0800 019 5325 

 

 you can write to Freepost National Grid Mid Wales Connection 
 

 you can email nationalgrid@midwalesconnection.com .   
 

And of course you can also write to your local council and your MP. 
Catherine O’Brien 

 

 
Just 200 yards  

from Bridge 85 on  
the Shropshire Union 

Canal.  Tie up near  
Hack Green Locks. 

 
 

A unique and exciting day out for all the family 
 

discovering the underground world of nuclear government.  If the UK had 
been attacked, the 35,000 square foot bunker would have been a wartime 
HQ.  Entering through massive blast-doors, you are transported into the 

secret world of the Cold War.  Descend into the bunker’s maze of passages 
and rooms to see the BBC Studio, Decontamination Room, Missile Early 

Warning System, Communications Centre, Life Support Systems, and much 
more.  With many audio-visuals and the Soviet Spy-Mouse Trail to occupy 

children, you’re sure to enjoy your eye-opening trip! 
 

NAAFI style cafeteria.  Disabled and Mother & Baby Facilities. 
An all weather attraction, open all year round from 10.30am. 

Please ring for details of winter opening, from November to March. 
Look for our website at www.hackgreen.co.uk or ring 01270 629219. 
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WANTED 
 

A volunteer with an interest and some relevant experience to assist 
the Council in discharging its Health and Safety responsibilities. 
 

Our H&S Policy and Management System has just undergone  
a substantial revision, based on advice from H&S professionals 
and examples from proven award winning systems.  We now 
need to ensure that all the activities the Society undertakes are 
done under the banner of the new Management System.  All the 
documents are to be stored on the Society website, password 
protected for all Council members to access. 
 

This post requires Council membership and an understanding of 
managing volunteer activities whilst complying with the appropriate 
H&S legislation. 
 

For further information or to express interest please contact Mike 
Friend on 01948 880723 or mobile 07909 912611. 

 

MINUTES SECRETARY 
 

Council is looking for a volunteer to take over the task of  
Minutes Secretary with effect from 1st December 2012. 
 

The Minutes Secretary attends all Council meetings including 
General Meetings, and notes the proceedings.  Afterwards the 
notes are typed up and circulated to Council members.  Apart 
from the Annual General Meeting, Council meets six to eight 
times a year, usually on a Tuesday evening in Market Drayton. 
 

No previous experience is required, nor is it necessary for the 
Minutes Secretary to be a member of Council.   
 

If you would like to volunteer, or find out more, please talk to any 
member of Council or ring the Chairman on 01630 657453. 
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Montgomery restoration 
Restoration notes 

 

At the September work party 
the first hour on Saturday was 
spent draining water, but the 
rest of the day saw final channel 
shaping of the next stretch, 
ready for lining on Sunday.   
 

Sunday dawned dry and lining 
operations were swiftly under 
way.  The lining gang performed 
heroically, finishing 25 metres 
of channel bottom and offside 
slope, and making substantial 
progress on the towpath slope 
as well.  If you go to the Society’s 
website at www.shropshireunion. 
org.uk you can see ‘before’ and 
‘after’ images which show not 
only the amount of work done, 
but also the high quality of the 
work. 
 

New volunteers are always 
welcome, so if you would like to 
get involved please ring Mike 
Friend on 01948 880723 or 
mobile 07909 912611.  B&B 
accommodation is available. 
 

If you would like to join the 
winter hedge laying work 
parties, please contact David 
Carter on 01244 661440 or 
email eb09@liverpool.ac.uk for 
more information. 

Navigable for seven miles between 

Frankton Junction and Gronwen 

Bridge.  Passage through Frankton 

Locks must be booked by ringing 

01606 723800 no later than  

10.00 am on the day of passage.. 

............................................................................ 
 

Gronwen Bridge to Redwith Bridge is 

restored and in water.  It will reopen 

to navigation in due course. 

............................................................................ 
 

The Society is working between 

Redwith Bridge and Prices Bridge.  

............................................................................ 
 

Long dry sections through Pant. 

............................................................................ 
 

Llanymynech to Arddleen: always  

in water.  Four dropped bridges. 

............................................................................ 
 

Arddleen to Efail Fach: over thirteen 

miles of navigable waterway. 

............................................................................ 
 

Efail Fach to Freestone Lock: in 

water.  Four dropped bridges and 

three swing bridges.  The restoration 

of Brynderwen Lock and Newhouse 

Lock by the Society is now complete.  

............................................................................ 
 

Freestone Lock to Newtown:  

no longer in BW’s ownership.  Powys 

CC is considering the results of the 

Freestone—Newtown Feasibility Study.  
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Narrowboat repairs and boat safety remedial work                                     
Diesel and outboard engine servicing and repairs       

Electrical problems                                      
Emergency callout and breakdown service 

Free estimates – fully insured – all work guaranteed    

covering the  
Shropshire Union Canal  
Trent and Mersey Canal (North) 
Llangollen Canal 
Montgomery Canal 
Macclesfield Canal  
Bridgewater Canal 

Hire one of our luxury 4-8 berth narrowboats to explore  
the delights of the Shropshire Union and Llangollen canals 
starting from our new base at Overwater Marina, Audlem. 

Full tuition given, pets welcome.  
Telephone 07867 790195  

 

www.cheshirecatnarrowboats.co.uk 

To discuss your requirements, give us a call on 07970 384047        
or email nbjosephinecollier@yahoo.co.uk 

M & L CANAL SERVICES 
 

MARK EDWARDS 
 

BOAT SAFETY SCHEME EXAMINER  
MOBILE MARINE ENGINEER 

“A sensible approach to boat safety”   
Learning the hard way 

 

Our first boating holiday, where we caught ‘the bug’, was on a thirty foot 
round bilge boat called Triona, with centre cockpit and sliding roof.  We 
picked it up at St Neots on the river Great Ouse.  I remember well that 
the advertising leaflet said the single cylinder petrol engine had no  
self-starter but would burst into life with one single turn of the handle.  
Actually it was more like winding a barrel organ for five minutes before, 
with a backfire and a cloud of smoke, it started.   
 
The gentleman owner had been called away on business so his wife 
had to show us ‘the ropes’.  Unfortunately, she wasn’t too clued up and 
when she demonstrated how to descend St Neots Lock she sat us on 
the bottom.  As the boat was not flat bottomed it tilted to the left and 
leaned against the lock wall.  While I was wondering why I had never 
made a will I glanced at my mother-in-law inside the cabin, who was 
having a stiff whisky.  She said that if she was going to meet her maker 
she needed some Dutch courage.   
 
The lady instructor said the river level below the lock was rather low but 
that when the power station discharged water into the river all would be 
well.  She then refilled the lock, made her apologies and said she had to 
go.  We motored about for a while above the lock and then a local 
explained to us that there was a slab of rock towards the back end of 
the lock and that if we kept well forward we would be okay.  With great 
trepidation we re-entered the lock, kept well forward and descended 
gracefully.   
 
The next bit of excitement came when we had a sudden downpour and 
we dived for the bank.  In the panic the stern rope decided to wind itself 
around the propeller.  There was no weed hatch so we had to flip a coin 
to see whether my brother-in-law Norman or myself went into the water.  
The only suitable tool we had was a bread knife.  I was very pleased 
that it wasn’t me who lost the toss, as being a non-swimmer I consider 
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Many readers have enjoyed Ken Thompson’s tales about the 
trials and tribulations of a lock keeper at Grindley Brook.   

Here Ken describes his very first forays into boating. 
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that water is for drinking, washing and floating a boat on — not for 
sticking one’s head under.  There was a lot of spluttering, gurgling and 
cursing from Norman, but he must have done a good job as the boat 
went decidedly faster after that. 
 

Our next ‘nearly, nearly’ was when we turned into a narrow cut to a 
boatyard to get petrol.  I suddenly realised that the footbridge ahead 
was too low for the boat to pass under.  I had to practise my emergency 
stop to avoid losing the windscreen and sliding roof.   
 

Now don’t get the idea that the holiday was total chaos; in fact for the 
next few days we felt very professional and boated to Earith then down 
the old Bedford River to Ely and the Ten Mile River and part way up  
Brandon Creek.  My mother-in-law Hilda did have a bit of a fit when we 
moored for lunch by a field of cows and they sauntered over, one by 
one, to lick the rope fenders and peer into the windows.   
 

We had a slight mishap on the way back at one of the large locks 
operated by a lock keeper.  I’m not sure but I think it was Earith.  The 
idea was to enter the empty lock and hold onto the hanging chains to 
steady the boat while the lock was filled.  Unfortunately, I didn’t steer the 
boat near enough to the wall so Norman stretched out to reach the 
chain.  This, I’m afraid, had the effect of pushing the boat further away 
from the wall and soon Norman, who had hold of the chain, was at full 
stretch.  The next minute his feet left the boat and he was hanging on 
the chain like a monkey with his feet going like mad trying to get a grip 
on the wall.  I shouted to my wife Dorrie, “Quick, get the camera,” but 
Norman said words to the effect of “Don’t worry about the camera, get 
the boat over here.”  We got Norman on board and the lock keeper, who 
had been looking down on us without saying a word, quietly asked, “Are 
you ready now?”  I guess he had seen it all before! 
 

The rest of the trip went smoothly and the owner of the boat complimented 
Dorrie on leaving the boat clean and tidy.  I had taken my fishing rod on 
board but couldn’t find the brown paper bag of maggots while on 
holiday.  When I returned to the car I found out why.  I had left them in 
the boot and now had a car full of flies!  Anyway we really enjoyed the 
holiday and were determined to do it again. 
 

A broader view 
 

In 1964 we had a week on the Norfolk Broads, which we enjoyed,  

especially the crossing of Breedon Water on a windy day with the spray 
coming over the top of the boat.  We did have a few worries with large 
sailing cruisers tacking across the river and shouting “Stay there, power 
gives way to sail.”  This usually meant that we had to dive into the reeds 
by the bank. 
 

One very large sailing cruiser, much larger than our boat, came very 
close to hitting our boat as he tacked in front of us.  By the captain’s 
attire I assumed he must be at least an admiral.  However, even 
admirals can make mistakes, for when he tacked to the left away from 
me something went wrong and he failed to tack and went crunch into 
the bank, lifting the front of the boat clean out of the water!  Although he 
obviously didn’t like powered boats he certainly had need of one bigger 
than mine to pull him off!  For some reason, I don’t know why, I said 
“Thank you” as I passed his stern.  He said nothing but had a very red 
face!  In fact there was a definite tinge of purple!   
 

Canal boating 
 

In 1965 we decided to have a real canal holiday.  We hired the 
converted working boat Olive from Leighton Buzzard to do the ‘Ring’: 
north up the Grand Union Canal then down the Oxford Canal to the 
Thames, then back up the Grand Union to Leighton Buzzard.  The bows 
of Olive were very high out of the water, and the boat had the water tank 
on top of the roof to gravity feed a gas water heater inside.   
 

Probably because we were novices on a fifty foot boat we found it pretty 
hard going to get round the Ring in two weeks, as we had to do a fair 
number of miles per day.  The Oxford was a bit shallow but very pretty.  
My sister-in-law Vi slipped on one of the locks and was taken to hospital 
accompanied by her husband Norman.  She had a suspected broken 
ankle but, luckily, it was only a sprain and she returned to the boat later 
that evening.  To keep on schedule, however, we had, in the meantime, 
to do another eight miles before she returned by taxi.  Still, another eight 
miles by road isn’t much!   
 

On the Thames I was very nervous of the youngsters in small sailing 
boats, which tacked across the front of our boat at the very last minute.  
Because of Olive’s high bows I couldn’t see them and it seemed like 
forever before they emerged again.  I spent a lot of time going full 
astern! 
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We then had the embarrassing event of Henley Regatta.  At the last lock 
before Henley we were told by the lock keeper that we couldn’t proceed 
to Henley because the regatta was on.  We explained that we had x 
number of miles to do that day to get back on time.  He said he would 
telephone Henley to see if we could proceed.  The reply came back that 
yes, we could proceed but go very slowly at Henley Bridge and keep 
hard to the left.  That’s where it all went wrong! 
 
There was a coned off part of the river at Henley for us to pass.  This 
was on Henley man’s left looking upstream but as we were going 
downstream we should have been told to keep hard right!  So, at Henley 
Bridge I duly kept left, blew my horn and, because of the slight left curve 
there, I couldn’t see a thing until forty-odd feet of Olive had gone under 
the bridge.  What I did see was rowing skiffs turned over and rowers in 
the water as they tried to get out of my way! 
 
Henley man was in a motor boat and via a loud hailer told me to get 
over to the narrow channel on the right.  With difficulty I did, only to go 
aground.  It was far too shallow for Olive.  Henley man then shouted 
“Follow me” and set off down the middle of the river.  About that time 
somebody downstream, who didn’t realise I was there, fired his starting 
pistol and the next race began.  Henley man started dodging left and 
right between the skiffs, something I couldn’t do with a fifty footer.   
 
I can honestly say that he probably caused more chaos than I did!  
Cameras on the bank were clicking and my mother-in-law Hilda, who 
bore a slight resemblance to the Queen Mother, was nodding and 
smiling to the crowds on the bank!  By the time I cleared the far end of 
the regatta I was very red-faced.   
 
Thankfully, the rest of the trip went smoothly and we returned to base on 
time.  By now we really had got the canal bug badly and the next year 
we bought an odd shaped steel cruiser called Thark, thirtytwo foot with  
a 1945 Ford 10 petrol engine and Hotchkiss cone propulsion unit, all at 
the front of the boat, but that’s another story! 

Ken Thompson 

 
This article was first published in Waterways World magazine  

in October 2005.  The Society is very grateful to Ken Thompson 
and Waterways World for permission to reproduce it here. 
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News from Pontcysyllte 
 

The Plas Kynaston Canal Group was formed in 2010 to promote tourism 
in the central section of the World Heritage Site corridor — specifically, 
Cefn Mawr and the villages that surround it. 
 

The closure of the Flexsys Solutia (formerly Monsanto) chemical works 
has left the community with a high level of unemployment, but has also 
opened the possibility of remodelling the communities as a tourist hub. 
 

The Plas Kynaston Canal Group is hoping to restore the half mile length 
of the Plas Kynaston Canal, reconnecting it to the waterway network 
and breathing new life into the villages, and after that it has set its sights 
on the restoration of Plas Kynaston Hall.  One of the oldest buildings in 
Cefn Mawr, Plas Kynaston Hall was the ancestral home of the Kynaston 
family and dates back to the 1600s.  
 

The Group’s initial proposals include the construction of a Tourist 
Information Centre in Cefn Mawr and a cable car link from Pontcysyllte 
Aqueduct to Cefn Mawr High Street.  A temporary tourist information 
service has been set up in a local shop, Lure-It Fishing Tackle, 5A Crane 
Street, Cefn Mawr  LL14 3AB, telephone 01978 822823 or 07907 
004182. 
 

In the meantime, slightly further south, Canal & River Trust has been 
hard at work resurfacing the towpath.  Done in partnership with 
Wrexham Borough Council and Sustrans, the section that has been 
upgraded runs from Whitehouses Tunnel to Chirk Tunnel.  Overall, the 
work cost £280,000, and funding was provided by the Welsh Assembly 
Government. 

Collated by Catherine O’Brien 
 

 

To keep up to date with what’s going on in and around  
the World Heritage Site, please visit  

 

www.pontcysyllte-aqueduct.co.uk 
www.plaskynastoncanalgroup.org 

 At last it begins... 
 

From small beginnings...  
 

The Shrewsbury & Newport Canals Trust (SNCT) was formed some ten 
years ago with the objective of re-opening the canal route from Shrewsbury 
to Norbury Junction. After a long wait, in July this year we saw the first 
actual restoration along the line of the canals. 
 

In June a group of prisoners from Stoke Heath Prison did some preparatory 
work for the Trust at Moss Pool Bridge, close to the A41 near Newport, 
Shropshire. They removed all the ivy and undergrowth from the bridge 
and recovered the bridge’s capping stones from the bottom of the canal 
bed, where they had been pushed by vandals some years ago.  In the 
process of removing the undergrowth they discovered that a tree root 
had managed to penetrate the stonework, three courses down, and had 
cracked the mortar and lifted all the stones above. The original plan to 
replace the capping stones had to be abandoned until a way could be 
worked out to remove all seventeen stones, take the tree root out and 
then replace and re-mortar them with lime mortar 
 

The Trust’s regular monthly Newport work party met on the 7th July at 
the Black Hut, a former canal warehouse at Newport Wharf.  A group of 
volunteers, including Kevin Taylor and Paul Boston from the Norbury to 
Newport Canal Restoration CIC group, were despatched to the Moss 
Pool Bridge.  There, led by Steve Evans with his JCB and Fred Cooper, 
the SNCT’s expert mason, they set about the task of taking the bridge 
wall apart, removing the tree roots and then rebuilding it.  It was heavy 
work but, with great enthusiasm and lots of elbow grease, the group 
managed the complete job within the day.  Rain at the very end just 
precluded re-pointing the external faces of the stones, which was done 
at a later date. 

John Myers, Shrewsbury & Newport Canals Trust 
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To find out more about the Shrewsbury & Newport  
Canals Trust please visit the website at  

 

www.sncanal.org.uk  
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Supplier of Quality Hardwoods, Softwoods 
And Sheet Materials to many Narrow Boat Owners 

 

We always have large stocks of Veneered and Marine Plywood  
together with extensive stocks of other sheets, hardwoods etc 

 

We offer a full cutting to size and machining service 
 

Local delivery service 
 

Millstone Lane, Nantwich, Cheshire, CW5 5PN 
Tel  01270 625791   Fax  01270 610483 

 
 
                                        

 
Website address  www.fortimber.demon.co.uk 

Email address  richardpotter@fortimber.demon.co.uk 

Monday — Friday  
Saturday 

Sunday (stock and shop sales only)  

  8.00 am to 5.00 pm 
  8.30 am to 4.30 pm 
10.00 am to 1.00 pm 

 
 

BOAT SAFETY EXAMINATIONS 
 

RCD DOCUMENTATION and CE-MARKING** 
 

All at sensible prices 
 

NO TRAVEL CHARGES ANYWHERE IN THE NORTH WEST 

INCLUDING THE LLANGOLLEN CANAL AND MOST OF THE SHROPPIE  
 

A friendly and helpful family boater 

who takes a common sense approach to the Examination  
 

Boating Connections 

Chairman of the Preston Brook Boat Owners Association 

Representative to the North West Region of the AWCC 

Member of the IWA Chester Branch 

National Chairman of the Association of Boat Safety Examiners and Surveyors 

Member of the Boat Museum Society and the Whitchurch Waterway Trust 
 

** a requirement if you wish to sell a non CE marked boat less than 5 years old 
 

Please ring BRIAN HAYES on 01928 732444  

or mobile 07702 262742 
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Big Tea Party Quiz 

 

We are Phil and Sue Barnett of Chirk Bank and  NB Stepaside.  Every 
year we compile a cryptic quiz, sold at £1 per copy, in aid of the Severn 
Hospice.  Solve fifty cryptic clues for a chance to win a £10 voucher. 
This year every answer is a fruit or vegetable.  So, if you pass the good 
ship Stepaside on your watery travels, do stop us and request a quiz 
sheet.  It's the perfect entertainment for a rainy day on the canals!  
Quiz sheets are also available from 1 or 4 Canal View, Chirk Bank, 
Wrexham LL14 5BY or email s.t.barnett@btinternet.com . 
 

The closing date for entries is October 30th, so there’s plenty of time for 
puzzling over those clues!  Entries can be posted or emailed back to us, 
saving on postage.  All details are on the quiz sheets.  Good luck!  

Phil & Sue Barnett 

 
 
 

Aqueduct Marina Open Day 
 

[Several members of Council attended Aqueduct Marina’s Open Day on 
Sunday 23rd July, accompanied by the Society’s display boards and 
publicity material.] 
 

Following on from a busy and successful open day on Sunday, can I say 
thank you for bringing your display along?  I trust you had plenty of 
interested people having a look, and have met a few old friends.  Your 
support is very much appreciated.  I hope you were able to enjoy the day. 
 

Your input was an important part of what made the day such a success, 
and you managed to bring the sunshine as well!  Hopefully we will see 
you here again soon.  Thank you again. 

Robert and Andrea Parton, Aqueduct Marina 
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Restoration: retrospective and prospective 
 

May I thank Mr McLeod for his kind comments in the August CUTTINGS 
about my little article Restoration: retrospective and prospective. 
 

There is no chance, of course, in a short article to mention every 
restoration scheme or abandoned canal!  I used a selection only to 
illustrate the points. 
 

There are problems with the Basingstoke Canal.  There was an opportunity 
for it to be taken over by British Waterways a few years ago, but the 
Surrey & Hampshire Canal Society (SHCS) felt rather proprietorial and 
the chance to guarantee it a secure future was lost.   
 

There are at least two additional problems.  SHCS do not seem to 
engage with their local authority.  When I asked a senior officer after 
recent local elections how the composition of the council had changed, 
and who was now in charge, he didn’t know!  In addition, SHCS want to 
restore Greywell Tunnel despite all the complicated nature conservancy  
problems with bats.  Far better to leave Greywell and build a new 
parallel tunnel, keeping it bat-fee during construction. 
 

Finally, SHCS has made no attempt to protect the line beyond Greywell 
and into the town centre against planning development. 
 

I am a committee member on the National Council for Inland Transport, 
and we are pursuing the Grand Contour Canal for water transfer with 
the Environment Agency.  That would be a great solution to water 
shortages in south-east England.  Why isn’t the Inland Waterways 
Association pursuing it too? 

Michael Handford, Hinckley, Leicestershire 
 

Editor’s note: 
 

Michael Handford, as well as being one of our longstanding members,  
is the author of books on the Stroudwater and Thames & Severn Canals, 
first published in the 1970s and 1980s.  You can find these books on 
Amazon (please be sure to use the link from the Society’s website at 
www.shropshireunion.org.uk to help our fundraising effort).  A revised 
and updated history of the Stroudwater was published earlier this year 
(see opposite), which is also available from Amazon via the Society’s 
website.   
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The Cotswold Canals Towpath Guide: 
the Stroudwater Navigation 

 

 by Michael Handford 
 

The Stroudwater Navigation was a canal linking Stroud to the 
Severn estuary near Gloucester.  It passed through a total of 

thirteen locks and was eight miles in length.  The canal opened in 
1779 and operated until it was formally abandoned in 1954. 

 

Michael Handford’s history of the Stroudwater was first published  
in the 1970s.  This completely revised new edition reflects the 
restoration work that has taken place since then.  Complete with 
100 black and white illustrations, many of which are published for 

the first time, this book brings the restoration story up to date. 
 

Amberley Publishing £12.99    ISBN 978-1-84868-843-8 
 

Available from good bookshops or direct from Amberley Publishing, 
telephone 01453 847800 or visit www.amberley-books.com  
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Dates for your diary 
6-7 October 
 
 
 
12-14 October 
 
 
 
 
 
14 October 
 
 
 
20-21 October 
 
 
 
1 November 
 
3-4 November 
 
 
 
3-4 November 
 
 
 
7 November 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Montgomery Work Party — please ring Mike 
Friend on 01948 880723 or mobile 07909 912611 
for more information. 
  
Beer Festival at the National Waterways Museum, 
Ellesmere Port, with real ales from the best of 
British craft brewers with canal connections.  For 
more information please ring 0151 355 5017 or visit 
www.nwm.org.uk . 
  
Rag rugging — a one day course at Audlem Mill.  
For more information please ring 01270 811059 or 
visit www.audlem mill.co.uk . 
 
Beginners’ boat fender making — a two day 
course at Audlem Mill.  For more information please 
ring 01270 811059 or visit www.audlemmill.co.uk . 
 
Copy date for the December CUTTINGS 
  
Montgomery Work Party — please ring Mike 
Friend on 01948 880723 or mobile 07909 912611 
for more information. 
  
Advanced boat fender making — a two day 
course at Audlem Mill.  For more information please 
ring 01270 811059 or visit www.audlemmill.co.uk . 
 
A talk organised by the Chester Canal Heritage 
Trust — Facing front: some tales of canalside 
development in Chester.  Architect John Tweed  
and landscape design consultant Martin Band talk 
about their experiences of canalside development. 
8.00 pm at St Theresa’s Parish Centre, Blacon 
Avenue, Chester CH1 5BU.  All welcome.  CCHT, 
SUCS & IWA members free; others £1.50.  For 
further details please ring Gwynneth Buss on 01244 
665855 or Wendy Hill on 01244 345072.   

 
 

  

cuttings   october 2012   page thirtythree     

 
10 November 
 
 
 
 
24 November 
 
 
 
1 December 
 
 
 
 
1-2 December 
 
 
 
 
1-2 December 
 
 
 
5 December 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8 December 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Annual General Meeting of the Shropshire Union 
Canal Society, at 3.00 pm at Adderley Village Hall, 
Adderley, Shropshire TF9 3TF.  Please see page 
five for the agenda. 
  
The spiderweb experience — a one day course at 
Audlem Mill.  For more information please ring 
01270 811059 or visit www.audlemmill.co.uk . 
 
Welshpool Winter Festival — for details please 
ring Welshpool Tourist Information Centre on 01938 
552043.  The Friends of the Montgomery Canal will 
be at the Festival, to promote the restoration. 
 
Hedge Laying Work Party on the Montgomery 
Canal.  Please contact David Carter on 01244 
661440 or email eb09@liverpool.ac.uk for more 
information. 
 
Traditional canal bonnets — a two day course at 
Audlem Mill.  For more information please ring 
01270 811059 or visit www.audlemmill.co.uk . 
 
A talk organised by the Chester Canal Heritage 
Trust — The Wolverhampton Connection.  Cath 
Turpin of the Boat Museum Society talks about the 
history of the corrugated iron works by the canal in 
Ellesmere Port.  8.00 pm at St Theresa’s Parish 
Centre, Blacon Avenue, Chester CH1 5BU.  All 
welcome.  CCHT, SUCS & IWA members free; others 
£1.50.  For further details please ring Gwynneth Buss 
on 01244 665855 or Wendy Hill on 01244 345072.   
 
Carols by the Canal in Market Drayton —  once 
again, Carols by the Canal will be held at Holidays 
Afloat, Talbot Wharf, Bridge 63, Market Drayton. 
There will be lots of stalls, illuminated boats, 
children’s games, mulled wine, hot food, and of 
course carol singing with Trentham Brass Band.  
Santa will arrive by boat.  Full details will be in the  
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2013 
 

12-13 January 
 
 
 
 
2-3 February 
 
 
 
 
6 February 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6 March  

 
December CUTTINGS.  For more information 
please ring Lisa Machin on 01630 652641. 
 
Hedge Laying Work Party on the Montgomery 
Canal. Please contact David Carter on 01244 
661440 or email eb09@liverpool.ac.uk for more 
information. 
  
Hedge Laying Work Party on the Montgomery 
Canal. Please contact David Carter on 01244 
661440 or email eb09@liverpool.ac.uk for more 
information. 
  
A talk organised by the Chester Canal Heritage 
Trust — Hazel’s rejuvenation.  Chris Leah of the 
Wooden Narrow Boat Society talks about the 
restoration of the historic wooden narrow boat 
Hazel.  8.00 pm at St Theresa’s Parish Centre, 
Blacon Avenue, Chester CH1 5BU.  All welcome.  
CCHT, SUCS & IWA members free; others £1.50.  
For further details please ring Gwynneth Buss on 
01244 665855 or Wendy Hill on 01244 345072.  
 
A talk organised by the Chester Canal Heritage 
Trust — The history of Chester’s leadworks.  Geoff 
Pickard, former Works Manager, tells the history of 
the leadworks, built about 1800 to take advantage of 
the canal.  8.00 pm at St Theresa’s Parish Centre, 
Blacon Avenue, Chester CH1 5BU.  All welcome.  
CCHT, SUCS & IWA members free; others £1.50.  
For further details please ring Gwynneth Buss on 
01244 665855 or Wendy Hill on 01244 345072.   

 

Visit the Society’s website at  
 

www.shropshireunion.org.uk 
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The Society’s Slop Chest  
 

Support your Society: 
 

raise awareness and raise funds! 
 

 

 

For any of the above contact Ian Hendley at 28 Millfield Drive 
Market Drayton, Shropshire  TF9 1HS, telephone 01630 656525,  

or email sucsmemsec@btinternet.com.  Cheques should be made 
payable to the Shropshire Union Canal Society. 

 

Items may also be purchased from the Society’s website at 
www.shropshireunion.org.uk via PayPal. 

SOCIETY SWEATSHIRTS - S,M,L,XL,XXL 
 

SOCIETY POLOSHIRTS - S,M,L,XL,XXL 
 

SOCIETY TEESHIRTS - S,M,L 
 

SOCIETY CAP 
 

SOCIETY BURGEE 
 

EMBROIDERED BADGES 
 

BOAT/CAR STICKERS 

£16.00 + £3.00 p&p 
 

£14.00 + £3.00 p&p 
 

£10.00 + £3.00 p&p 
 

£  3.90 + £2.00 p&p 
 

£  8.00 + £1.50 p&p 
 

£  3.50 + SAE 
 

£  0.50 + SAE 

 

 

Editor 
Catherine O’Brien 

45 Windsor Drive, Market Drayton, Shropshire TF9 1RL 
Telephone 01630 657453 

email catherine@cobwebz.co.uk  
 

Advertising Manager 
Roger Beswick 

Haslemere, Skips Lane, Christleton, Chester CH3 7BE 
Telephone 01244 332553  

email haslemere@chester50.plus.com 
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Please support our advertisers, 
and tell them that you saw  
their advert in CUTTINGS 

THE VIEWS EXPRESSED IN CUTTINGS ARE NOT  
NECESSARILY THOSE OF THE COUNCIL 

 

NEED TO TALK TO CANAL & RIVER TRUST? 
 

North Wales & Borders Waterway 
 

Waterway Manager: Wendy Capelle 
 

Shropshire Union Main Line from Ellesmere Port to Bridge 98, 
including Middlewich Branch 

 

Customer Services: Stephen Maguire 01606 723896 
Planned Works: Jim Taylor  07702 526702 

 

Shropshire Union Main Line from Bridge 98 to Autherley Junction 
and Llangollen Canal from Hurleston Junction to Bridge 19 

 

Customer Services: Neville Preece  07702 874327 
Planned Works: Kevin Walker  07767 440137 

 

Llangollen Canal from Bridge 19 to Llantisilio 
and Montgomery Canal 

 

Customer Services: Howard Griffiths  07860 459622 
Planned Works: Wyn Evans  07860 630538  

 

Volunteer Coordinator 
 

Paul Corner   01606 7795 020636 
 

All services:   
 

Navigation Road, Northwich, Cheshire CW8 1BH 
Switchboard: 01606 723800 

 

Licence Evasion Hotline  01923 201122 
Emergency Freephone  0800 47 999 47 
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APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP 
OF THE SHROPSHIRE UNION CANAL SOCIETY 

(This form may also be used for renewals) 
 

I hereby apply for election as a member of the above Society 
and agree to abide by the rules of the Society. 

 

I enclose my remittance for ……………….* being my subscription for the 
year ending 30th June 201…. 
 
Signed ………………………………………………………….  Date ……………. 
 
Name in full  (Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms)  PLEASE PRINT IN BLOCK CAPITALS 
 
NAME ………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
ADDRESS …………………………………………………………………………… 
 
……………………………………………………….  POSTCODE ……………….. 
 
TELEPHONE …………………………….  EMAIL ……………………………….. 
 

*Single, Joint, Family:  £10   Juniors under 18:  £5 
Life Membership (Single, Joint, Family):  £200 

 

If you are applying for junior membership please state your age here ……….. 
 

If this is a renewal of your existing membership please state your membership 
number ………………………… 
 

If you are a United Kingdom taxpayer please sign the Gift Aid declaration 
below, which enables the Society to claim tax relief on donations 
(including subscriptions) made to the Society.  
 

Name of charity: The Shropshire Union Canal Society 
I want the charity to treat all donations I have made over the last four years 
and all donations I make hereafter as Gift Aid donations. 
 
Signature ……………………………………………….………   Date …………….. 
 

It is more convenient for you and helps the Society if you pay by Bankers 
Order.  Please ask the Membership Secretary for the appropriate form. 
 

Please send completed forms to: 
Ian Hendley, Membership Secretary, 

28 Millfield Drive, Market Drayton, Shropshire TF9 1HS. 
(telephone 01630 656525, email sucsmemsec@btinternet.com) 

 

The Shropshire Union Canal Society is a Registered Charity, no. 245875 
and a Registered Company, limited by guarantee, no. 1069860  

Whether you are looking to buy a narrowboat, 
hire one for a holiday or you already own one, 
you need look no further than Alvechurch.  With 
over 25 years experience in hand building boats and 
operating the UK’s finest fleet of holiday craft you 
can be sure that we can help you with all you need  
to cruise on the Great British Waterways. 
We also offer full marina  
services including diesel, 
gas, pumpouts, moorings, 
brokerage services, boats  
for sale, repair, breakdown 
and refit work, boat  
painting, signwriting and  
RYA Helmsman Training. 

 

Buying a Boat..? 
Booking a Holiday..? 

Own a Boat..? 

www.alvechurch.com 
Tel: 01270 780544  Fax: 01270 780146 

Email: enquiries@alvechurch.com 
Alvechurch Boat Centres Ltd, Wrenbury, 

Near Nantwich, Cheshire CW5 8HG 

5% Discount On Proof Of SUCS Current Membership 


