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Chairman’s Report to the Annual General 
Meeting on 10th November 2012 

 

First of all, let me say that this is my last report as Chairman.  I shall be 
remaining on Council, but after eight years in the Chair I feel that it is 
time to hand over the baton. 
 
All in all, despite the recession, this has been a very productive year for 
the Society.  The restoration work continues at Redwith, and the Society’s 
various fundraising activities do not seem to have been unduly affected 
by the economic situation.  
 
Current expectations are that the length from Redwith Bridge to Prices 
Bridge will be finished towards the end of 2013.  In March this year the 
volunteers began using a new liner system, which has helped immensely 
in expediting the work.  The new system comprises a geotextile liner  
pre-treated with an acrylic waterproofing chemical.  The liner is relatively 
easy to lay, and it is then covered by concrete blocks laid face down.  
Ease of laying is just one advantage of this new lining system.  The 
other is that it takes only half the number of concrete blocks.  In passing, 
perhaps I should mention that the final total for the Buy a Barrow of 
Boulders appeal was a very impressive £43,500.  Thank you to everyone 
who contributed so generously to the appeal, and to all the volunteers 
for their sustained hard work throughout the year. 
 
In the earlier part of this year Mike Friend spent a lot of time scrutinising 
and streamlining all the Society’s health and safety procedures and 
documentation.  The end result is a coherent management system in 
line with current best practice.  Glynn Whitehurst, the Society’s webmaster, 
has made the paperwork available online for Project Officers, and the 
Health and Safety Policy itself is available for everyone to read on the 
Society’s website.  Sincere thanks to Mike and Glynn. 
 
The importance of the Society’s website was highlighted a little later in  
the year, when it went down.  The hosting service suffered what was 
described as “a catastrophic failure”, followed by an almost unprecedented 
failure of its backup systems around the world, so Glynn ended up 
spending many hours recovering and reconstituting the website from the 
little that was left.  Many thanks to Glynn for all the time and effort he put in. 

 
This year’s Ellesmere Rally followed a new format, which proved to be 
very popular with boaters and visitors alike.  The new format arose from 
discussions with volunteers and participants at the 2011 Rally.  This 
year’s Rally shared many aspects of the old format — as ever, there 
were competitions, illuminated boats, a dog show and a church service 
— but it dispensed with the fireworks and hog roast, which were 
expensive and not universally popular.  Feedback during and after the 
Rally was very positive, and around £1,000 was added to the Society’s 
coffers as a result.  Sincere thanks must go to all of the volunteers who 
were involved in organising and running the event. 
 
The lockwinds continue to be an important component of the Society’s 
fundraising efforts, this year achieving well over £4,000 despite 
prodigious amounts of rain.  The Society’s other continuous fundraising 
activities, namely collecting boxes, stamps and recycling, raised a 
further £3,000, which is a very creditable result given the present 
economic climate. 
 
There are other changes to report.  Catherine is retiring as CUTTINGS 
editor at the end of the year, and I should like to take this opportunity to 
welcome the new editors, Chris and David Owen-Roberts.  Unfortunately 
they cannot be with us today, but I’m sure you’ll come to know them very 
well.  From 2013 CUTTINGS will be published quarterly, and Chris and 
David are developing a completely new design. 
 
One of our recently appointed Vice Presidents, Pat Wilson, feels that the 
best way she can support the Society is to return to Council.  However 
the Articles of Association are very particular about the election of 
Council members over a certain age.  There is no age bar as such, but 
the Articles specify that a special resolution must be passed at a 
General Meeting, declaring the person’s age.  You will see the special 
resolution at item 4 on the agenda.  We see this largely as a formality, 
and will be delighted to have Pat back on board.  
 
Of course Canal & River Trust is now up and running, and we are all 
wondering what its long-term effect will be on fundraising and 
volunteering.  It’s early days, but the Society has always worked in 
collaboration with British Waterways, and that interaction continues with 
Canal & River Trust’s appointment of their local Volunteer Co-ordinator, 
Paul Corner and Volunteer Team Leader Glenn Young.  Importantly,    
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Canal & River Trust continues to be extremely supportive of the 
Montgomery restoration, and Alex Ball will tell us more about that later.    
 
Finally, may I say a personal thank you to everyone who has helped me 
during my time as Chairman, and wish my successor all the best. 
 
And as ever, a very big thank you to all of the volunteers who contribute 
so much to the Society throughout the year, whether by attending work 
parties, or helping at events, or in any other way.   

Terry O’Brien, Chairman 
10th November 2012 

 
 
 
 

Changes to Council 
 

A few days after the Annual General Meeting there was a Council 
meeting at which, following the usual pattern, the Officers of the Society 
were elected.   
 
The new Chairman and Vice Chairman are Pat Wilson and Anne Lindop 
respectively.  Pat stressed that she sees this as an equal partnership — 
a job share if you like — rather than an hierarchical arrangement.  This 
is Pat’s third term as Chairman.  Her first term was forty years ago, from 
1972 to 1975, and her second term was twenty years ago, from 1992  
to 1996.  A nice coincidence that she starts her third term in 2012!  For 
those of you who don’t yet know her, Pat has been a member of the 
Society since the 1960s and lives alongside the Shropshire Union Canal 
at Wardle, just to the north of Barbridge Junction. 
 
Linda Andrews and Ian Hendley will continue for a further year as 
Secretary and Treasurer respectively.   
 
Some new faces were welcomed on to Council: Glynn Whitehurst, Fred 
Barrett, and Andy Hellyar-Brook.  Glynn, as you may already know, is 
the Society’s webmaster. 

Catherine O’Brien 
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Membership news 
 

We all extend a warm welcome to: 
 

Mr A Saunders of Shebdon, Staffordshire 
Mr A Clarke of Whixall, Shropshire 

Mr R Cook of Ellesmere Port, Wirral 
Mr M Bolsover of Trefriw, Conwy 

 
Annual membership subscriptions were due on 1st July, and if you have 
not yet renewed your subscription, you will have received a final reminder 
note or email.  If you usually pay by cheque and have not done so yet, 
please pop it in the post as soon as you can.  If you wish to pay by 
electronic means, please use the following details and include your 
membership number as a identifying reference: 

  
  

National Westminster sort code 55-50-05 account no 01630962 

A short email to me confirming your payment would be a great help.  
Subscriptions not renewed by 31st December 2012 will be regarded as 
lapsed. 
 
From the start of this membership year, I have confirmed renewal by 
email wherever possible.  If you have not yet passed your email address 
to me or have recently changed your service provider, I would be 
grateful if you would let me have the details.  For the record, some 45% 
of membership renewals have been confirmed by email so far this year, 
saving in excess of £250 in postage and stationery costs.  This figure is 
set to grow in the future since many of you have now responded with 
your email address — thank you.   
 
You can contact me about these or any other membership matters at  
28 Millfield Drive, Market Drayton TF9 1HS, telephone 01630 656525  
or email sucsmemsec@btinternet.com .   

Ian Hendley 
 

mailto:sucsmemsec@btopenworld.com
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FRANKTON LOCKS 
 

Winter opening times:  
Thursday 1st November 2012  
to Tuesday 26th March 2013 

 

The locks are open from 12 noon until 2.00 pm every day.   
No passages will be allowed outside these hours. 

 

48 hours notice of passage is required.  
Only boats with a booking will be allowed through the locks. 

 

To book a passage please telephone 01606 723800  
during normal office hours from Monday to Friday.  

 

During the Christmas holidays: 
 

The locks will be closed on 24th, 25th, 26th & 31st  
December 2012 and 1st January 2013.  

 

The locks will be available for booked passages from  
27th to 30th December and from 2nd January onwards.   

 

Passage during the holiday period MUST  
be booked BEFORE 10.30 am on  

Wednesday 19th December. 

 

Please note: 
 

A maximum of 12 boats down and 12 boats up is allowed  
through the locks in any one day.  Canal & River Trust 

recommends booking well in advance to avoid  
disappointment. 

 

Boats may stay on the Montgomery Canal for a minimum  
of one night and a maximum of 14 nights. 

 

FOR ALL ENQUIRIES: 01606 723800 
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Bill Sinclair will be sorely missed by all that knew him — indeed his 
friends were countrywide and a consequence of his various volunteer 
efforts both ashore and afloat. 
 
We first met Bill and Kay and the dogs during one of the Shropshire 
Union Canal Society’s rallies at Nantwich.  Bill’s post was looking after 
the adjoining field which accommodated car park, stalls and so on. 
 
The weather was foul, with lots of rain, but Bill persevered, spreading 
bale upon bale of straw in an effort to stop people sinking up to their 
ankles in mud.  What a clean up afterwards though! 
 
Bill was joint harbour master at some later events, and was off on his 
bike to greet all the boats and crews when they arrived — he knew them 
all as firm friends, even when they came from far afield. 
 
Work parties and lockwinds were memorable events, and Bill seemed to 
be permanently attached to the bottom gate at Cholmondeston, except 
of course at the end of the day when we would join Bill and Kay on 
Glenmore for a chat and a glass or two.  The Morecambe and Wise 
sketch about “two old men sitting in deckchairs” was very apt. 
 
Alas, it will now be just one old man in a deckchair. 
 
We will all miss you, Bill. 

Muriel & George Griffiths, NB Jabez 
 
 

 

Many readers will know Bill Sinclair of NB Glenmore —  
he and Kay, with their dogs, were almost a fixture  

at lockwinds and work parties.  Sadly, Bill died  
on 21st September 2012.   

Bill Sinclair of Glenmore 
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BOAT SAFETY EXAMINATIONS 
 

RCD DOCUMENTATION and CE-MARKING** 
 

All at sensible prices 
 

NO TRAVEL CHARGES ANYWHERE IN THE NORTH WEST 

INCLUDING THE LLANGOLLEN CANAL AND MOST OF THE SHROPPIE  
 

A friendly and helpful family boater 

who takes a common sense approach to the Examination  
 

Boating Connections 

Chairman of the Preston Brook Boat Owners Association 

Representative to the North West Region of the AWCC 

Member of the IWA Chester Branch 

National Chairman of the Association of Boat Safety Examiners and Surveyors 

Member of the Boat Museum Society and the Whitchurch Waterway Trust 
 

** a requirement if you wish to sell a non CE marked boat less than 5 years old 
 

Please ring BRIAN HAYES on 01928 732444  

or mobile 07702 262742 

 
Just 200 yards  

from Bridge 85 on  
the Shropshire Union 

Canal.  Tie up near  
Hack Green Locks. 

 
 

A unique and exciting day out for all the family 
 

discovering the underground world of nuclear government.  If the UK had 
been attacked, the 35,000 square foot bunker would have been a wartime 
HQ.  Entering through massive blast-doors, you are transported into the 

secret world of the Cold War.  Descend into the bunker’s maze of passages 
and rooms to see the BBC Studio, Decontamination Room, Missile Early 

Warning System, Communications Centre, Life Support Systems, and much 
more.  With many audio-visuals and the Soviet Spy-Mouse Trail to occupy 

children, you’re sure to enjoy your eye-opening trip! 
 

NAAFI style cafeteria.  Disabled and Mother & Baby Facilities. 
An all weather attraction, open all year round from 10.30am. 

Please ring for details of winter opening, from November to March. 
Look for our website at www.hackgreen.co.uk or ring 01270 629219. 
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A new look for CUTTINGS 
 

Our new editors, Chris and David Owen-Roberts, take over in the new 
year.  CUTTINGS is being completely redesigned and is going to come 
out quarterly.  You will receive your next copy of CUTTINGS, the Spring 
2013 issue, at the beginning of March. 
 
I’m sure that Chris and David will value your input just as much as  
I always have, so if you would like to contribute to CUTTINGS, you can 
reach them at 35 Woodnoth Drive, Shavington, Cheshire CW2 5BW, 
telephone 01270 567492 or mobile 07887 853121, or email 
sucuttings@btinternet.com . 
 
I should like to thank everyone who has written for CUTTINGS, or 
helped me in any way, during my twelve year tenure as editor.  There 
are far too many of you to mention individually, but I am sincerely 
grateful for all your efforts over the years.  I hope you will support Chris 
and David as assiduously as you have supported me.   

Catherine O’Brien 
 

 

ADVERTISING IN CUTTINGS 
 

Current advertisers will be informed of changes to the format  
of CUTTINGS in the near future, once the design is finalised. 

 

It is not anticipated at this stage that there will be any 
change to the cost of advertising in CUTTINGS. 

 

New advertisers are always welcome.  Income from  
advertising boosts Society funds and helps to offset the  
costs of producing CUTTINGS.  For more information  

please contact the Advertising Manager: 
 

Roger Beswick 
Haslemere, Skips Lane, Christleton, Chester CH3 7BE 

Telephone 01244 332553  
email haslemere@chester50.plus.com 
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Fundraising & recycling 

 

The Society has three methods of continuous fundraising.  The totals  
for the financial year from 1st April 2012 are: 
 

   Collecting boxes      £   955.95 
   Recycling (inkjet cartridges etc)  £   127.20 
   Stamps, postcards, coins etc  £1,462.00 
 

The Society wishes to thank everyone who contributes to the success  
of these fundraising activities.  In particular, special thanks on this 
occasion to Dave Martin of Audlem, who has just sent in a bag of ink 
cartridges. 
 
Christmas is fast approaching.  If you are buying your Christmas gifts 
online, please make the effort to visit the Society’s website and click on 
the links to Amazon and Shop for us! in the centre column of the home 
page.  The Society receives a commission on your purchases, so the 
more you spend the more the Society receives.  (The Shop for us! link 
gives you access to thousands of online stores as diverse as Hamleys, 
John Lewis, PC World, Expedia and Argos). 
 
Peter James, the Society’s Funding Officer, is now handling the 
recycling arrangements.  The items which can be recycled remain the 
same: inkjet cartridges (both virgin and compatible); laser cartridges 
(virgin cartridges only); and all makes and models of mobile ‘phones.  
Unfortunately Epson and Kodak cartridges have no value for recycling, 
so please do not save them. 

Catherine O’Brien 
 

 

Please channel all items for recycling to Peter James  
so that he can send bulk consignments to the  

various recycling collection programmes: 
 

Peter James 
71 Washford Road 

Shrewsbury SY3 9HW 
 

Telephone 01743 364100 
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Stamps et cetera! 
 

I have just had a cheque from my stamp dealer, and it has already 
brought  our total money raised to date to more than we raised during 
the whole of last year.  One of our members donated a quantity of pre 
1947 half crowns and florins (do you remember them?), and the sale of 
those has helped to boost our total to a wonderful £1,462.  Well done 
everyone, and a very happy Christmas and New Year to you all! 
 
You will soon be getting Christmas stamps on your letters and cards, so 
I look forward to you sending them on to me.  A special thank you this 
time to: 

 

Please send stamps, postcards, coins, banknotes, 
phone cards and cigarette cards to: 

 

Pat Wilson 
Rin Cop, Nantwich Road 
Wardle, Near Nantwich 

Cheshire CW5 6BE 
 

 Telephone 01270 528296 

Beeston Castle Cruisers 
Cheshire Women’s Institute 

Countrywide Cruisers 

H Arnold 
R & B Bowlby 

L Brealy 
NB Brock 
D Brown 
F Buck 

D Carter 
A Chambers 
C & J Clegg 

NB Drum Solo 
The Firth family 

J & M Friend 
M & D Greenwood 
L & A Hellyar-Brook 

P James 
D Jones 

C Magner 
N Nicholson 
NB Nimrod 2 

K Tinkler 
S Wickenden 

NB Stray Away 

Pat Wilson 
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The Ellesmere Boat Rally 2012 
 

The sun was shining as the boats arrived at Ellesmere on Friday 7th 
September, and Saturday continued to be a glorious day.  Everyone 
was happy and smiling in the late summer sun which raised everyone’s 
spirits.  
 
There were decorated boats, stalls and trading boats selling a variety of 
items, craft demonstrations, WOW ‘Wild Over Waterways’ children’s 
activities, swing boat rides, and plenty of information for the public  
about the history of the waterways, current environmental issues and 
maintenance.  There was also a water taxi taking people to the Canal & 
River Trust yard to view the recently restored forge.  
 
The town of Ellesmere had put on entertainment, coffee mornings and 
stalls in the market hall and on the wharf, generally adding to the festive 
atmosphere. 
 
The boaters came together in the marquee for a quiz night on Friday.  
It was a fun night with lots of bantering between teams, and was won by  
a team named the Scrambled Eggheads.  A spectacular display of 
illuminated boats rounded off the evening. 
 
On Saturday night after a very good buffet we were entertained by 
Keepers Lock, an excellent duo, singing and telling stories of the canals. 
This was followed by prizegiving and prizes were awarded as follows: 
 

Best dressed boat 
 

         1st  Set 11                                     
         2nd Keeping up too        

              

Best engine/engine room  
 

         1st  Dreamsong No. 2                           
         2nd Job & Doris 

 

Best dressed crew/stall holder 
 

         1st  Dutiful Duck 
         2nd Dreamsong  No. 2 
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Boat in bloom 
 

          1st  Wand 
 

Best illuminated boat 
 

          1st  Maud 
          2nd Set 11 
 
The very generous support for the boat rally from the people and 
businesses in Ellesmere was noted.  Without the donations and prizes 
given by the people of Ellesmere the boat rally would not have been a 
success.  Thank you to everyone who gave their support. 
 
Sunday dawned not quite as bright as previous days but still no rain! 
The day started with a church service on the wharf, followed by a fun 
dog show in the field.  Ian the vet had travelled down from Scotland that 
morning to judge the show — an example of how members of the 
Society are committed to supporting each other.  Nine Tenths Below, 
the Titanic Brewery Shanty Crew, entertained us throughout the day on 
the wharf, and eventually boats started to drift away and packing up 
began.  It’s always sad to say goodbye to old and new friends. 
 
And thank you as ever to the staff of Canal & River Trust, without whose 
help and cooperation the Rally could not have taken place. 

Jane Lowthion 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Innisfree at Ellesmere 
 

Early September found Innisfree moored up at Ellesmere, mixing with 
the elite boaters of the Shropshire Union Canal Society attending their 
annual Boat Rally.  Innisfree is the ubiquitous ‘Springer’, welcomed by 
the cognoscenti but ignored by the thronging tow-path visitors who  

 

Ted Wilkins was at Ellesmere again, and treats us  
to some musings from his logbook. 
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come to view craft festooned with bunting and coloured lights, parading 
motifs of royalty in honour of the Jubilee.  
 
The mantle of Event Organiser had dropped on Jane Lowthion, and I 
found that she had her finger firmly on the pulse and was ably supported 
by the team from previous years.  Thirtyfive boats were there in all, 
some exhibiting objects for sale — fenders and jewellery, cheeses and 
pin-cushions.  Stalls lining the tow-path urged folk to stop and buy 
sweets or perhaps a spare nut and bolt for the engine.  Two attractions 
for children (though not restrictive!) caught my eye, one a teddy bear 
crying out for a name, the other, a trough holding narrow boats powered 
by huff and puff through straws. 
 
Fireworks were lacking this year which, at my Methuselah-like age, 
caused no concern.  The squandering of money in such a speedy and 
frivolous fashion provokes little enthusiasm in me, though the townsfolk 
might think otherwise.  The little piggy didn’t come to market either, and 
as a substitute he sent along baked spuds squatting supinely and 
surrounded with salad.  Quite sufficient, but no need to make a pig of 
one’s self...  
 
This was followed by an evening of canal related songs by a very 
talented duo calling themselves ‘Keepers Lock’.  The dog show went 
well.  I was told the contestants all behaved properly, leaving behind no 
trace of their exertions, whilst I as usual attended the church service 
at the wharf’s edge with an assorted congregation heartily singing 
hymns accompanied by the Whitchurch Town Band.  The Band 
afterwards entertained us with a spirited short concert. 
 
Names are invidious but it pleased me to see Thursday’s Child alias  
Mr Seymour Bridges, and also Paul and Irene Mills.  Meeting old friends 
each year is my reason for coming to the rally.  Big George of Jabez  
is no taxidermist (to my knowledge) but he kept an eagle eye on the 
passengers he ferried up and down the town arm, while I later observed 
the job taken over as a family concern by Dave Thomas and daughter.  
I myself played a small part as Car Park Attendant. 

Edward Wilkins 
  

  

cuttings   december 2012   page fifteen 

 
 
 
 

The Annual Dinner 
 

This year the Annual Dinner is once again a joint event with the Friends 
of the Montgomery Canal and the Inland Waterways Association 
Shrewsbury & North Wales Branch.  Grateful thanks go to Judy and 
Peter Richards for organising the Dinner. 
 

The Dinner is on Saturday 2nd February 2013 at the Sweeney Hall 
Hotel, Morda, Oswestry SY10 9EU.  You are welcome to arrive from 
7.00 pm.  The Dinner costs £22.50 per person. 
 

STARTERS 
 

Homemade country house pâté with Cumberland sauce 
 

or broccoli and stilton soup with toasted pine nuts 
 

or smoked salmon, avocado  & mango salad with lime & coriander dressing 
 

MAIN COURSES 
 

Grilled sea bass fillets with wild mushroom, herb & lemon stuffing 
 

or sautéed breast of chicken, stuffed with goats’ cheese  
and served with tomato & sweet pepper sauce  

 

or roast leg of local lamb with mint sauce & gravy 
 

or mozzarella, parmesan and pecan strudel with Mornay sauce 
 

PUDDINGS 
 

Glazed lemon tart with raspberry sauce 
 

or rhubarb & vanilla brûlée with shortbread biscuit 
 

or chocolate & hazelnut meringue roulade 
 

TO FINISH 
 

Coffee with cream and mints 
 

To book your meals, please telephone Judy or Peter Richards on  
01691 831455 or email peter_richards42@btinternet.com by the end of 
December.  Please make cheques payable to The Friends of the 
Montgomery Canal and post them to P A Richards, Canal House, 
Morton, Oswestry, Shropshire SY10 8BQ. 

Catherine O’Brien 

mailto:peter_richards42@btinternet.com
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NANTWICH & BORDER COUNTIES YACHT CLUB 
 

We are a canal cruising club based at Nantwich on 
the Shropshire Union Canal.  Membership and 
moorings for GRP and steel up to 40ft are currently 
available.  We are a friendly cruising club with an 
annual programme of cruising and social events.  

The club’s picturesque moorings are canal side and lagoon at Nantwich.  
All moorings have access to water and electricity.  There are toilet 
facilities with an Elsan disposal point on site.  Other facilities include a 
clubhouse, kitchen and work facilities. 
 

To find out more,  
ring the Membership Secretary on 07803 928929  

or see the club website at www.nbcyc.co.uk 

 

R J MARINE 
on the Middlewich Branch of the Shropshire Union at 

Venetian Marina, just below the lock 
 

ALL ASPECTS OF ENGINEERING 

CALL OUT SERVICE 

DRY DOCK BLACKING SLOTS AVAILABLE 
(ask about special offers) 

ENGINE SERVICE AND INSTALLATIONS 

FIT OUTS AND REFITS 
(cratches, lockers, etc) 

SAFETY AND COMPLIANCE WORK 
 

Telephone 01270 528 787 and ask for Joan 
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The Canal & River Trust 
 

Organisation 
 

On 2nd July 2012, British Waterways’ assets were divided between three 
new charities.  The Waterways Infrastructure Trust holds the heritage 
waterways and the operational property such as Ellesmere Depot.  The 
Canal & River Trust (CRT) holds the investment property.  For legal and 
taxation reasons, marinas and the like are the responsibility of a 
commercial trading company which covenants all its profits to the CRT. 
 
The CRT is the managing trustee of the Waterways Infrastructure Trust, 
operating the waterways under a contract with the Government.  If the 
government considers the CRT to be in serious breach of its duties or  
is becoming insolvent, it can transfer the management rôle to another 
charity.  However, the assets cannot be renationalised without an Act of 
Parliament.  
 
Eleven unpaid Trustees are ultimately responsible for the operation of 
the CRT.  The staff employed on day-to-day management are, in the 
main, largely those who were employed by British Waterways.  The CRT 
is retaining the basic area structure of the old British Waterways for the 
time being, but this may change, for example on the incorporation of 
Environment Agency navigations into the CRT’s activities.  
 
The role of CRT’s Council is principally advisory: debating strategy, 
raising issues of concern, and being a ‘sounding board’.  It also has 
limited (but important) constitutional duties in that it acts as the guardian 
of the long-term values of the charity and, through a committee, appoints 
the Trustees.  Some members of the Council, for example boaters and 
trade representatives, are elected and some are nominated by interest 
groups such as the Ramblers, Sustrans, the Wildlife Trusts and the 
Local Government Association.   
 
Initially there are six Technical Advisory Committees: Navigation, 
Heritage, Freight, Environment, Angling and Volunteering, the members 
being chosen for their knowledge of the specialist areas.  There is also a 
National User forum, replacing the former British Waterways Advisory  
Forum — this includes representatives of boating businesses and of the  
various national boating societies. 
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Each Waterways Area has its own Partnership Committee under a 
Chairman who is also a member of  the Council.  There are also an All 
Wales Partnership and a Museums & Attractions Partnership.  The 
Partnership Committees have no executive powers but are expected to 
initiate activities which strengthen the links with the community.  Members 
are selected to give a wide range of relevant experience, not as 
representatives of various bodies, although they include many people 
who are already actively involved on canal matters. 
 
The long-established User Forums in each Waterways Area will continue 
to meet twice a year to discuss issues of local concern. 
 
 

Early days 
 

I am a member of the Council, having been nominated by the Railway  
& Canal Historical Society, and I am also a member of the Heritage 
Technical Advisory Committee.  At least two other Council members are 
also members of the Shropshire Union Canal Society. So far I have 
attended three meetings of the Council and one of the Heritage Advisory 
Committee.  Topics discussed have included governance, water resources, 
‘continuous cruisers’, and health & safety. 
 
The CRT has published its Strategic Priorities (accessible on-line at 
http://canalrivertrust.org.uk/media/library/1442.pdf ), setting out its vision 
and values.  Quite deliberately it is trying to distinguish itself clearly from 
the former British Waterways, hence it is concentrating on the wider 
usage of the network, particularly the towpaths.  Some have inferred 
from this that it is not interested in boats and boaters, but that is a 
misapprehension: privately, the trustees and senior management 
recognise that navigation is at the heart of the activities, but if the charity 
is going to be successful, it must appeal to a much wider audience. 
 
A charity is very different to a nationalised industry.  It will take two or 
three years before everyone — management, staff on the ground, and 
volunteers — is comfortable with the new arrangements and expectations.  
But one thing is certain: everybody involved is determined that the CRT 
will succeed. 

Peter Brown 
 

New books for Christmas 
 

Two completely different picture books have just been published — either 
would make an excellent Christmas present for the canal enthusiast. 
 
The first is a photographic record celebrating the legacy of the canal 
pioneers, viewing their achievements in the context of the burgeoning 
industrial revolution.  The book, Canal pioneers: from Brindley to Telford 
and beyond, is by Chris Morris, a photographer.  The body of the book 
comprises a collection of striking modern images with extended captions, 
which is preceded by a set of illustrated biographical notes of some of 
the prominent early engineers.    
 
The concept of ‘pioneers’ is carried forward to later triumphal engineering 
culminating with the Falkirk Wheel.  L T C Rolt, who inspired the 
conservation movement in the 1950s, is also considered a pioneer, as 
are inexperienced holidaymakers making their narrow boat debut. 
 
At the time of writing Canal Pioneers is listed at just £7.39 on Amazon.  
If you are buying on Amazon, please use the link on the Society’s 
website at www.shropshireunion.org.uk so that your purchase will 
generate funds for canal restoration.  Alternatively you can purchase the 
book for £13.99 from bookshops or direct from the publisher (post free) 
at Tanners Yard Press, Church Road, Longhope, Gloucestershire GL17 
0LA, telephone 01452 830911, or email info@tannersyardpress.co.uk . 
 
The second book is very different.  Entitled A sketch of time: historic 
narrowboats one day in July, it is based on thirtyfour pen and ink 
sketches of the historic narrow boats which attended the Gathering of 
Historic Boats in Audlem in July 2012. 
 
The sketches are by watercolourist Sheila M Webster, who has lived  
in Audlem for over twenty years.  Her work is always much in demand.  
Accompanying the sketches are some informative notes and 
photographs.  The notes were complied by Peter Silvester of Audlem 
Mill, who has been boating for almost fifty years, and most of the 
photographs were taken by David Williams, who in recent years has 
photographed nearly two-thirds of the eight hundred plus extant ex-
working boats in Britain. 
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The book is published by and available from the Canal Book Shop, 
Audlem Mill, The Wharf, Audlem, Cheshire CW3 0DX, telephone 01270 
811059, or via www.canalbookshop.co.uk at £19.95 plus £3.75 postage. 
 
This is the first title from the Canal Book Shop at Audlem Mill.  They are 
expecting to publish more titles during 2013. 

Collated by Catherine O’Brien 
 
 
 

Businesses pull together over canal breach 
 

Aqueduct Marina and Claymore Navigation are among many Cheshire 
businesses directly affected by the serious breach in the Trent and 
Mersey Canal near Dutton, which has closed the canal for an 
undisclosed period. 
 
When the breach occurred hire boats from Claymore Navigation were 

 

stuck, unable to get back to base on the other side of the breach, so  
Aqueduct Marina stepped in with a solution.  Claymore Navigation boats 
are temporarily starting and finishing their hire periods at the Marina so 
that people who have booked autumn holidays afloat do not lose their 
holidays.  At the end of the month, when Claymore Navigation ceases 
hiring for the winter season, the boats will be returned to Preston Brook 
via the Macclesfield Canal and Manchester city centre — a journey that 
can take at least eight days. 
 
Marina Director Robert Parton said: “We are very pleased to be able to 
help Claymore Navigation in such difficult circumstances, and this way 
people won’t lose their holidays.” 
 
Meanwhile the Canal & River Trust is working hard to mend the breach 
and re-open the canal.  All donations to the Trust for the breach fund will 
go directly towards these repairs. 

Chris Owen-Roberts 
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Buying your Christmas presents online? 
 

 

If so, please visit  
the Society’s website at 

www.shropshireunion.org.uk  
and click on Shop for us! 

 
This gives you access to 

thousands of online stores,  
and all the money that you  

spend online will help to raise 
funds for restoration. 
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HOLIDAY HOMES TO LET 
 

CHIPPING SODBURY, South Gloucestershire 
 

3 bed detached house, sleeps 6 people.   
Parking and gardens.  Fully equipped. 

Only 15 miles from Bath for Kennet & Avon Canal,  
or newly restored Cotswold Canal at Stroud.   

All weeks at only £200 per week. 
 

LLANGOLLEN, North Wales 
 

3 bed detached house, sleeps 6 people. 
Parking and gardens, with fantastic views over canal basin  

and hills from a large conservatory.  Fully equipped.   
All weeks at only £225 per week. 

 
Telephone Mike & Pat Warner 01606 553287 

or write to 26 Elmwood Grove, Winsford, Cheshire CW7 3UD  

          

 

Bilbo goes to Liverpool 
 

On 8th April Bilbo Baggins and the historic boat Elland began an epic 
journey from Leeds to Liverpool — a total of a hundred and twentyeight 
miles.  Bilbo is a cob type stallion standing 15.1 hands tall, and Elland is 
a sixty foot Yorkshire narrow boat, now a hundred and fifty years old. 
 
Their journey encompassed two World Heritage Sites — Saltaire and 
Liverpool, and two of the Seven Wonders of the Waterways — Bingley 
Five Rise and Burnley Embankment, and came to an end in Liverpool 
on 14th August as they passed the Three Graces — the Liver, Cunard 
and Port of Liverpool Buildings.  This final part of the journey was the 
first time a horse drawn boat has navigated the Liverpool Link.   
 
At the end of his journey, Bilbo was treated to a celebratory bunch of 
carrots which he ate by the Carter’s Horse, a bronze statue erected at 
the Pier Head in 2010 as a monument to the horses which worked to 
and from Liverpool Docks. 
 
The trip marked a Diamond Jubilee triumph — apparently it’s sixtyeight 
years since a horse drawn boat has gone from Leeds to Liverpool, so 
Elland is the first boat to do so during the Queen’s reign. 
 
En route Bilbo was joined by artist Faith Bebbington, who has been 
commissioned by the National Waterways Museum to create a sculpture 
of a boat horse by Easter 2013.  The Horseboating Society has 
recommended that the sculpture should be of a vanner type horse, 
somewhat larger than a cob, and able to pull both narrow and wide 
beam boats. 

Collated by Catherine O’Brien 
from information kindly provided by the Horseboating Society 
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To see photographs of Bilbo and Elland, and  
to find out more about the Horseboating Society,  

please visit their website at  
 

www.horseboating.org.uk 



The World Heritage Site at Pontcysyllte 
 

Since the inscription of Pontcysyllte Aqueduct and Canal as a World 
Heritage Site in 2009, a lot of thought has been put into how best to 
develop the conservation area.  Wrexham County Borough Council 
commissioned reports from ARUP, Pan-Leisure Consulting and Knight 
Frank to appraise the situation, and is now conducting a public 
consultation.  
 
The reports consider appropriate forms of development for the former 
Flexsys/Monsanto Works and the reinstatement, in some form, of the 
Plas Kynaston Canal.  
 
The ARUP report, by far the largest of the three, is well-considered and 
easy to read.  It looks at three key elements: the location and design of 
the proposed visitor centre; the opportunity for reinstating the Plas 
Kynaston Canal to a navigable standard with a marina; and the potential 
for mixed use development.   
 
A regeneration masterplan has been projected, with the proviso that this 
has been done without, at this stage, a full understanding of ground 
conditions and soil contamination issues.  The site’s history of extensive 
industrial and chemical works suggests that at least parts of the area will 
be contaminated, with a real possibility that contamination could migrate 
to affect water quality in the new canal and marina.   
 
The regeneration masterplan is envisioned in five stages, to enable 
delivery within the timescale of the Local Development Plan.  The 
phases can be seen on the map opposite.  The first stage, Phase VC, is 
the construction of a Visitor Centre.  This is followed by Phase 1 which 
focuses on re-opening the first section of the canal, building a canal 
basin, mixed use development (houses, eateries and shops), and car 
parks.  Phase 2 incorporates family housing on the higher ground to the 
north, more mixed use development and an extension to the canal.  
(From time to time the report mentions “affordable housing”, and 
presumably that’s what’s intended here).  Phase 3 provides for more 
family housing, more mixed use development, another canal basin and 
improvements to existing transport networks.  Phase 4 focuses on 
employment provision in the low lying central portion of the site. 
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Pan-Leisure Consulting is a Manchester-based company with a strong 
UK client base which includes many local councils and universities.  
Their report is also well-considered and easy to read.  It examines the 
importance of tourism to the North Wales economy, and concentrates 
on ways of developing Pontcysyllte as a tourist hub.   
 
Both ARUP and Pan-Leisure Consulting have looked at a number of 
comparable heritage sites including Blaenavon Industrial Landscape, 
Derwent Valley Mills and Hadrian’s Wall, to identify what aspects of their 
presentation have contributed to their success as visitor attractions.   
 
The report from Knight Frank is, in my view, unduly London-centric.  
That said, some very valid points are made, including a recommendation 
that new housing should be affordable.  The report strikes a distinct note 
of caution in its conclusions. 
 
The emphasis on new build developments may seem inappropriate to 
an historical site, but visitor centres and new canals cost money and 
new development is seen as a way both to generate that money, and 
boost a struggling local economy.  

Catherine O’Brien 
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C H U R C H  M I N S H U L L  
 

 

For further information please contact us on 01270 525041 
email us:  info@aqueductmarina.co.uk    www.aqueductmarina.co.uk 

 

Find us by Bridge 8 on the Middlewich Branch  
or 3 miles north of Nantwich on the B5074. 

 Workshops - short 
& long term hire 

 Slipway 
 Gantry boat lift 
 Licensed café 
 Brokerage 
 Repairs/refits 

 Hardstanding - 
short & long term  

 Steam cleaning 
 Painting 
 Blacking 
 Anodes 
 Welding 

 Fitting out 
 Hull repairs 
 Engine servicing 
 Hull surveys 
 Boat safety surveys 
 Shot-blasting 
 Replating 

M A R I N A  
 

In addition to the marina, Aqueduct Boat Services offer  
a wide range of facilities for all boaters including: 

Carols by the Canal in Market Drayton 
  

Saturday 8th December 2012 from 4:30 pm 
 

Carols by the Canal has grown to become one of Market Drayton’s 
favourite events in the lead up to Christmas.  After last year’s success, 
when more than eight hundred people came to join in the fun, Carols by 
the Canal promises to be even bigger and better for 2012.  Talbot Wharf 
will be bustling with hot food, games, carol singing and Christmas 
shopping opportunities, not forgetting a star appearance by Santa  
himself on his illuminated narrowboat.   
 
The highlight of the evening will be the arrival of Father Christmas on his 
canal boat, which his elves will be decorating with lights especially for 
the evening.  He’s hoping that other boaters will join him to show off 
their illuminated boats, which are always popular with visitors. 
  
Carols by the Canal takes place at Talbot Wharf, alongside Newcastle 
Road Bridge (Bridge 62).  Admission is just £1, and free for children 
under ten, and parking is available at the Grove School, just across the 
canal.  Hot food will be provided by Buttercross Farm and there will also 
be mulled wine and mince pies on offer. There will be plenty of games 
and activities for the children while they wait for Santa to arrive, together 
with, of course, carol singing under the tree.  
 
The Friends of the Grove School are organising Carols by the Canal in 
aid of The Birks Field Centre in the Lake District.  The Birks is a field 
studies and  “outward bound” centre, owned and managed by the 
Friends of the Grove School for the benefit of students at the Grove and 
the wider community.  It is a totally self-funding charity; the costs of 
running the  building and improvement works all come from hire charges 
and fundraising events. 

The Friends of the Grove School 
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For more information about Carols by the Canal,  
please contact Lisa Machin on 07568 143596 or visit  

 

www.carolsbythecanal.com  
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BUYING YOUR CHRISTMAS PRESENTS  
 

ON AMAZON? 
 

Remember to go through the Society’s website at 
 

www.shropshireunion.org.uk 
 

and every time you make a purchase you generate  
vital income for canal restoration. 

 

   

 

WANTED 
 

A volunteer with an interest and some relevant experience to assist 
the Council in discharging its Health and Safety responsibilities. 
 

Our H&S Policy and Management System has just undergone  
a substantial revision, based on advice from H&S professionals 
and examples from proven award winning systems.  We now 
need to ensure that all the activities the Society undertakes are 
done under the banner of the new Management System.  All the 
documents are to be stored on the Society website, password 
protected for all Council members to access. 
 

This post requires Council membership and an understanding of 
managing volunteer activities whilst complying with the appropriate 
H&S legislation. 
 

For further information or to express interest please contact Mike 
Friend on 01948 880723 or mobile 07909 912611. 
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 The Montgomery restoration 
Restoration notes 

 

The November work party saw 
yet more torrential rain, and a 
lot of time was spent pumping 
out the standing water.   
 
Nevertheless a considerable 
amount of lining work was 
achieved, and the digging gang 
finished the year in style by 
completing the French drain 
which now extends the entire 
length of the channel. 
 
If you would like to join the 
winter hedge laying work 
parties, please contact David 
Carter on 01244 661440 or 
email eb09@liverpool.ac.uk  
for more information. 
 
New volunteers are always 
welcome, so if you would like  
to get involved in the restoration 
work please ring Mike Friend  
on 01948 880723 or mobile 
07909 912611 or email 
mike@canalcottage.co.uk .  
B&B accommodation is 
available. 

Navigable for seven miles between 

Frankton Junction and Gronwen 

Bridge.  Passage through Frankton 

Locks must be booked by ringing 

01606 723800 no later than  

10.00 am on the day of passage.. 

............................................................................ 
 

Gronwen Bridge to Redwith Bridge is 

restored and in water.  It will reopen 

to navigation in due course. 

............................................................................ 
 

The Society is working between 

Redwith Bridge and Prices Bridge.  

............................................................................ 
 

Long dry sections through Pant. 

............................................................................ 
 

Llanymynech to Arddleen: always  

in water.  Four dropped bridges. 

............................................................................ 
 

Arddleen to Efail Fach: over thirteen 

miles of navigable waterway. 

............................................................................ 
 

Efail Fach to Freestone Lock: in 

water.  Four dropped bridges and 

three swing bridges.  The restoration 

of Brynderwen Lock and Newhouse 

Lock by the Society is now complete.  

............................................................................ 
 

Freestone Lock to Newtown: no  

longer in C&RT’s ownership.  Powys CC 

is considering the results of the 

Freestone—Newtown Feasibility Study.  
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Narrowboat repairs and boat safety remedial work                                     
Diesel and outboard engine servicing and repairs       

Electrical problems                                      
Emergency callout and breakdown service 

Free estimates – fully insured – all work guaranteed    

covering the  
Shropshire Union Canal  
Trent and Mersey Canal (North) 
Llangollen Canal 
Montgomery Canal 
Macclesfield Canal  
Bridgewater Canal 

Hire one of our luxury 4-8 berth narrowboats to explore  
the delights of the Shropshire Union and Llangollen canals 
starting from our new base at Overwater Marina, Audlem. 

Full tuition given, pets welcome.  
Telephone 07867 790195  

 

www.cheshirecatnarrowboats.co.uk 

To discuss your requirements, give us a call on 07970 384047        
or email nbjosephinecollier@yahoo.co.uk 

M & L CANAL SERVICES 
 

MARK EDWARDS 
 

BOAT SAFETY SCHEME EXAMINER  
MOBILE MARINE ENGINEER 

“A sensible approach to boat safety”   

The Shropshire Union at war 
 

Air raid precautions 
 

When war was declared on 4th August 1914, the Shropshire Union 
Company recalled those managers on holiday, and later compensated 
them.  An immediate fear was air raids, so night watchmen were 
employed at the places thought most vulnerable: Pontcysyllte, Chirk and 
Nantwich Aqueducts and Belvide Reservoir.  These were intended to be 
temporary appointments, but those at Pontcysyllte, Nantwich and 
Belvide lasted until the end of the war.  When the military authorities 
established an observation post near Stretton Aqueduct, it was hoped 
that they would take over watching Belvide Reservoir, but that was not 
agreed.   

 
The names and addresses of the Company’s District Inspectors and the 
men in charge of canal works were given to the various Chief Constables, 
asking that where possible early notice of the approach of enemy 
aircraft should be sent to them.  The Chief Constables promised to do 
all in their power.  Special instructions were issued about what to do if 
an air raid happened.  Also, measures were taken to restrict or obscure 
lights, in accordance with the Defence of the Realm Regulations. 

 
In 1916 insurance was taken out against damage from air raids: the 
reinstatement value of the Company’s property was assessed as 
£1,516,805, and a premium of £2,313 paid.  The insurance was not 
renewed in later years. 

 
The Mersey ports were strategically vulnerable, and in 1917, under the 
Regulations, it was deemed necessary for the telephone at Ellesmere 
Port docks to be manned continuously.  Daytime manning was no 
problem, and it was thought that a telephone extension could be put into 
the hydraulic engine house, as that was manned all night.  This did not 
prove practicable, and an extra person was employed overnight in the 
general office. 

 
In fact, the Mersey ports were never bombed, nor was anywhere in the 
area served by the Shropshire Union’s canals.  However, the Company’s 
canal boats also served the Black Country and the Potteries.  During a  
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Zeppelin raid on the night of 31st January 1916, Tipton, Bradley,  
Wednesbury and Walsall were bombed, killing more than thirty people 
— this had an emotional effect far in excess of the casualties and 
damage caused, as it showed that the whole country was at risk.  On 
the night of 27th November 1916, Kidsgrove, Tunstall, Fenton and 
Trentham suffered an air raid; a warning had been passed to the 
Shropshire Union, and men were called out in the Norbury, Chester and 
Ellesmere districts. 

 
War requisitions 
 

In the opening weeks of the war, six cartage horses and sets of harness, 
together with three vehicles, were taken by the Army Authorities from 
the Company’s stables at Birmingham, and two more horses at Etruria.  
Compensation of £347 was paid, which was not considered adequate.  
There is no further mention of similar requisitions, so presumably the 
instruction had been made that companies in the business of goods 
transport were not to be affected. 
 
More serious was the requisitioning of the Ralph Brocklebank and W E 
Dorrington, together with ten of the Company’s men.  These steam tug-
tenders had been built in 1903 and 1906 respectively for the Shropshire 
Union’s cross-Mersey traffic.  They were taken on 31st October 1914 
and returned on 26th November, having been used on patrol duties in 
the Bristol Channel.  During their absence the Shropshire Union’s third 
steam tug-tender, Lord Stalbridge, was worked with a double crew, 
assistance with docking was provided by the Manchester Ship Canal 
Company, and passenger carrying temporarily ceased.  The sum of 
£1,632 was claimed in compensation, and £1,400 was paid.  (The Ralph 
Brocklebank was later renamed Daniel Adamson, and has survived into 
preservation.) 
 
The following summer the Admiralty enquired about using one or more 
of the Shropshire Union’s steamers on patrol work in the Mediterranean.  
Their unsuitability for working such waters was pointed out, as was the 
dislocation which would be caused to the Company’s business, which 
was itself largely concerned with the conveyance of foodstuffs and war 
materials.  Nevertheless, the W E Dorrington was requisitioned for a 
short while from 30th May 1917 for urgent service at Le Havre, the 
Government agreeing to accept all expenses and risks. 
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Recruitment and its consequences 
 

Recruitment into the armed forces was initially voluntary, though there 
was considerable social pressure on young men.  To try to reduce that 
pressure, in the autumn of 1915 the Company issued a war badge to all 
those men of military age in the Engineering Department who could not 
be spared from their duties. 
 
Because voluntary recruitment had proved inadequate, Lord Derby, the 
Director-General of Recruiting, introduced a scheme whereby men aged 
eighteen to forty were told that they could continue to enlist voluntarily, 
or attest with an obligation to come if called up.  In the event, voluntary 
recruitment ceased in December 1915, and progressive calling-up of the 
attested men started the following month.  The Military Service Act 1916 
removed any voluntary aspect — all eligible men could be called up.  
There was an exception if it was ‘expedient in the national interests that 
he should be engaged in other work’, but work on the canals did not 
generally satisfy this criterion.   
 
The number of men on war service progressively increased: 
 

 December 1914   96 
 December 1915 213 
 December 1916 223 
 December 1917 301 
 December 1918 326 Engineering Dept 102, Carrying Dept 224 
 

Thus about a fifth of the men in the Engineering Department and a 
quarter of the men in the Carrying Department had joined the forces by 
the end of the war. 
 
The most visible crisis area was the maintenance of the canal, not 
helped by exceptional gales in the winter of 1915/16, very icy conditions 
in the winters of 1916/17 and 1917/18, and periods of heavy rainfall 
resulting in several breaches of the canal.  All non-urgent maintenance 
was deferred, the Engineer, George Jebb, repeatedly warning about the 
catching-up which would be needed when hostilities ceased and men 
returned from the armed forces.   
 
There was some assistance from the Transport Workers Battalion of the 
York & Lancaster Regiment.  A detachment of fifty men helped in the 
Tilstone Lock and Stanthorne Lock area during the planned summer  
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stoppage in 1917, several of them staying on for other work through the 
autumn. 
 
On 5th May 1917 the Weston Branch breached at Dandyfield when the 
embankment, about ten feet high, shifted on the soft underlying peat.  
When Jebb examined the area he found that the embankments on the 
Branch were unstable in several places.  He recommended that the only 
way to prevent future trouble would be to line with clay puddle the bed 
and sides of more than one and a quarter miles of the canal, at an 
estimated cost of about £14,000.  As the income from the Branch was 
minimal, the Committee decided that the expense was not justified.  In 
any case, in the short term, neither men nor materials could be procured 
for the job. 
 
Men left, not only to go into the armed forces, but also into better-paid 
munitions work.  This was noted as a particular problem at Chester 
boatyard, where their specialist skills were necessary for boat 
maintenance.  Representations were made to the Ministry of Munitions, 
and the men were allowed to remain with the Company. 
 
From July 1916, women started working in the warehouses at Ellesmere 
Port; initially thirty were taken on, plus a ‘forewoman’.  Although they 
were reported as ‘working satisfactorily’ there does not seem to have 
been any further positive policy of employing women; however, there 
are a few passing mentions of women being appointed to such jobs as 
ticket clerks, usually widows or daughters taking over from former male 
employees. 
 
By the end of 1916 the shortage of steerers was becoming serious, with 
boats standing idle.  The following June, with even more boats not being 
used, it was decided that no more boats should built for the time being. 
 
As a consequence of the reduction in carrying, the number of boats in 
the fleet reduced from 660 in June 1914 to 608 in December 1919; the 
number of horses reduced from 492 to 414 over the same period. 
 
Surprisingly, the Shropshire Union Company’s minutes make no mention 
of the fatalities suffered by the employees who served with the armed 
forces, nor is there any discussion of the implications of the men 
returning to canal employment after the war.  However, the names of 
the men who died were included in LNWR’s Roll of Honour.  Twelve    
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were specifically listed as being Shropshire Union employees, and a 
further twenty were almost certainly so, because of their job and/or 
location, for example, 'carpenter, Ellesmere' or 'flatman, Liverpool'.  
There were several others who may well have been employees of the 
Company, for example, those described as ‘labourer, Ellesmere Port’ or 
‘carter, Wolverhampton’.   
 
Thus, in total, it is probable that about forty Shropshire Union men lost 
their lives in the First World War.  At some 12% or 13% of the number who 
joined the services, this is consistent with British war casualties generally. 

 
Other effects of the war 
 

At the outbreak of war there was a panic concerning food supplies, and 
at about this time, 309 sacks of flour to the value of £549 went missing 
from the Company’s stores at Liverpool.  Who took them, and how they 
were taken, was never established, despite an investigation by the 
Liverpool City Police. 
 
A lathe from the Ellesmere depot was lent to Sir Watkin Wynn, who was 
making shell cases.  He lent a small one in return, which was adequate 
for most purposes. 
 

The military authorities constructed a rifle range close to the canal at 
Whixall Moss.  In clearing channels they altered the land drainage of the 
area, causing subsidence to the canal bank; this was exacerbated by 
troops passing along the towpath to reach the range. 
 
The Denbighshire Justices decided to take away the licence of the 
Canal Tavern at Pontcysyllte with effect from 24th June 1916.  The 
Shropshire Union Company minutes do not give the reason, but as £818 
compensation was paid, 90% to the Company and 10% to the tenant, it 
is reasonable to assume that the action was taken under the Defence  
of the Realm Regulations, because the local chemical industry was 
producing the materials for explosives. 
 

The boaters suffered hardships, having particular problems in obtaining 
food.  Arrangements were made with the Food Control Authorities in 
Birmingham, Wolverhampton, Chester and Ellesmere Port. 
 

One day’s pay, granted to all employees in celebration of Armistice Day, 
was little compensation for the struggles of the previous four years. 
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Government control 
 

William Whittam, the Shropshire Union Company’s General Manager,  
attended a meeting on 20th December 1916 chaired by the Director of 
Munitions Transport.  Representatives of canal companies and carriers  
discussed whether it would be possible to improve the usage of canals 
for conveying materials of a non-urgent nature, in order to relieve the 
pressure on railways.  A committee was set up, which reported to the  
Ministry of Munitions on 9th January 1917.  Events moved quickly, the  
Government taking control of the independent canals with effect from 
1st March 1917.  The Canal Control Committee was set up, publishing a 
Handbook which explained the aim: 
 

 It is desirable that senders of heavy goods, manufacturers, and traders 
 throughout the Country should render every possible assistance to the 
 Government in dealing with the difficulties which have arisen in the transport
 of goods.  The necessity is becoming more urgent as the War proceeds, and 
 it will, therefore, be a patriotic step on behalf of all who can do so, if they will 
 use the inland waterways of the Country, when they are suitable for the 
 transport of their commodities between one point and another. 
 

This action, effectively nationalisation, met with little or no resistance.  
Canal finances were so bad that Government aid was positively welcomed. 
 
The Shropshire Union was in an anomalous position.  Railway-owned 
canals had been under the control of the Railway Executive Committee  
of the Board of Trade since 1914, the time when the railways were 
placed under Government control, but as the Shropshire Union was 
leased to the London & North Western Railway, not owned by it, it had 
not then been taken over.  In March 1917 it was placed under the 
control of the Canal Control Committee, but later that year responsibility 
was transferred to the Railway Executive Committee, with the financial 
arrangements backdated to 1st January 1917. 
 

Toll increases were also under government control; as these did not 
keep pace with cost increases, the government guaranteed the prewar 
level of profit through the payment of a subsidy.  The controls continued 
until August 1921, when the subsidy also ceased. 

 
Labour relations 
 

The support of the labour force was vital to the war effort.  One effect 
was that the power of the unions inevitably increased, especially in large 
organisations such as the major railways, and this power continued    
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once peace returned.  Many men were members of the Shropshire  
Union Employees Union; others, including boatmen as well as 
engineering and depot staff, were members of the National Union of 
Railwaymen.  It is evident from the minutes of the Executive Committee  
that employee relationships began to take up a lot of time at every  
meeting.  A new post of Chief Staff Clerk was created in January 1918,  
Arthur Thompson being appointed specifically to deal with applications 
from groups of employees, interviews with the men’s representatives, 
and arbitration and other proceedings. 
 
Wartime brought wage and price inflation.  Wage supplements were 
termed ‘war bonuses’, with the implication that once things returned to 
normal, the extra would cease being paid — but of course, prices never 
did revert to prewar levels, so after the war the bonuses were consolidated 
into pay rates.  The amount of the war bonuses was a matter for the 
Executive Committee to decide, but the Shropshire Union Company 
tended to follow whatever had been decided by the London & North 
Western Railway, though the railwaymen’s circumstances might be 
quite different.  Each group of workers was dealt with separately; the 
negotiations might have been less protracted if the management had 
taken the initiative and dealt with all groups together, rather than 
reacting to demands. 
 
In the few months following the end of the war, the fortyeight hour week 
and various other conditions came to be applied to staff in the Engineering 
Department; management resisted doing this for the Carrying Department 
because of the very different circumstances under which boatmen 
worked, but eventually agreed to pay overtime at a time and a quarter 
for hours worked in excess of fortyeight. 
 
Largely as a result of the stresses caused by wartime price inflation, 
relations between management and the men had got more sour, and in 
the autumn of 1919 the Shropshire Union suffered its first strike. 
 
The changes in working conditions, together with the deteriorating 
trading position and the withdrawal of the Government’s financial 
support, led to the Shropshire Union Company ceasing its carrying 
activities from 31st August 1921, with the loss of about seven hundred 
jobs.  To a large extent, this was a delayed consequence of the 
disruption caused by the First World War. 

Peter Brown 



   

page forty   december 2012   cuttings 

 

Chas Hardern Boats Ltd est. 1972   
 

Family run 2-6 berth warm and comfortable narrowboats  
for hire.  All year cruising.  Short breaks generally available.   

Dog friendly.  Excellent tuition.   
 

 Services on site:  Diesel, gas, water, pumpout, gift shop 
 

ALSO:  Gas Safe engineer.  24hr breakdown service.  
40 years experience with all engine 

and internal boat repairs 
 

Members of IWA, BMF, APCO, FSB 
Hireboat handover external audit 

 

T:  01829 732595   Email: Chasboats@aol.com    
Web: www.chashardern.co.uk 

 

Beeston Castle Wharf, Beeston, Tarporley, Cheshire CW6 9NH 

 

 

 

Supplier of Quality Hardwoods, Softwoods 
And Sheet Materials to many Narrow Boat Owners 

 

We always have large stocks of Veneered and Marine Plywood  
together with extensive stocks of other sheets, hardwoods etc 

 

We offer a full cutting to size and machining service 
 

Local delivery service 
 

Millstone Lane, Nantwich, Cheshire, CW5 5PN 
Tel  01270 625791   Fax  01270 610483 

 
 
                                        

 
Website address  www.fortimber.demon.co.uk 

Email address  richardpotter@fortimber.demon.co.uk 

Monday — Friday  
Saturday 

Sunday (stock and shop sales only)  

  8.00 am to 5.00 pm 
  8.30 am to 4.30 pm 
10.00 am to 1.00 pm 

A journey into the heart of Shropshire 
 

When, early in July, my wife and I set out from Chester down the 
Shropshire Union Canal, it seemed generally accepted that we would 
devote our time to a run to Llangollen and back.  Generally accepted, 
that is, by the various people with whom we had discussed the matter.  
Llangollen was the arm always favoured by leisure craft, the main canal 
was “dirty and busy”, and the other long arm was impassable anyway.   
 
It was this last remark which roused our interest as, on the map, the 
branch to Shrewsbury looked inviting and worthy of exploration.  
Furthermore, no definite details were forthcoming as to why this 
particular waterway was impassable.  The most general suggestion was 
that it was weeded up, but, as with Tomlinson, the knowledge was never 
first hand.  In the absence, therefore, of anything definite against it, we 
decided to make Shrewsbury our objective, visiting Llangollen en route. 
 
The boat was a new type eighteen feet six inch cabin cruiser, drawing 
rather less than two feet, and with a six feet three inch beam.   A two 
horsepower Solo engine gave the maximum permissible speed of three 
to four knots without difficulty, on about one sixth of a gallon of petrol 
per hour.  The cockpit was right forward, giving a clear view and making 
navigation simple, a desirable arrangement in narrow waters, as was 
proved time and time again before the journey’s end.     
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In July and August 1939 Mr T Wheeldon and his wife set off  
on a boating holiday on the Shropshire Union Canal system.   
Initially bound for Llangollen, they then decided to explore  

the long neglected arm to Shrewsbury.  Mr Wheeldon’s  
account of their trip first appeared in Motor Boat & Yachting  

on 29th September 1939, and is reproduced here with the  
kind permission of the current editor of Motor Boat &  
Yachting (www.ipcmedia.com/motorboatandyachting). 

 

If Mr and Mrs Wheeldon or any of their descendants should  
happen to read this, the Society would be delighted if they  

would get in touch with the Archivist, Rich Hamp, on 
 01970 832538 or email magric33@aol.com . 
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A trip to Llangollen 
 

The first ten days we devoted to a run up to Llangollen and back.  
Besides being a most enjoyable wander, it enabled us to acquire some 
valuable experience in handling the boat, to polish up our lock technique 
and, by no means least, to glean information on the Shrewsbury arm.  
We found that the lengthmen varied from gross pessimism to cautious 
optimism whenever the subject was broached and, on the whole, we 
learnt nothing definite. 
 

One who had been that way recently thought we might get to Berwick 
Wharf, some five miles before Shrewsbury.  On the other hand, Wilson’s 
excellent Inland Waterways of Great Britain (1939) does not even 
mention the existence of the portion beyond Withington, much less 
consider it navigable.  A coal barge, which runs down to Long Lane 
about every six weeks, is apparently the only traffic other than a 
maintenance dredge.   
 

Thus primed, we returned to the main canal at Hurleston Junction and 
turned into the “unknown waters to the south”.   
 

From Hurleston to Norbury Junction is about twentythree miles which, 
without hurry, took one and a half days.  We certainly did not find this 
main canal “dirty and busy”!   The water was muddy, it is true, and there 
was a certain amount of traffic, but the canal winds south through some 
beautiful scenery, and is quite as attractive a waterway as parts of that 
to Llangollen.  Tyrley Locks and Tyrley Gorge, in particular, are worthy 
of mention.  The two miles through Tyrley Gorge are very narrow but, 
fortunately, we met no barges. 
 

If there is any complaint about the main canal, it is that one has to be 
especially careful in choosing one’s night mooring, to avoid being hit or 
pulled away from the bank by passing motor barges.  Whilst the vast 
majority of watermen fully uphold their reputation for courtesy by easing 
down, it is regretted that a few, always either girls or young lads, do 
ignore one’s presence and cause one an anxious few moments as they 
sweep by. 

 
Up the Shrewsbury arm 
 

At Norbury we turned west under a narrow bridge and the Shrewsbury  
arm lay before us.  Immediately there is a flight of seventeen locks to be  

negotiated, a portion of the twentythree which drop the canal to below 
Newport. 
 
Looking down this flight, everything seemed in desolation.  The surface 
of the water was lost beneath masses of weed and green slime, the 
ironwork of the gates was rusty, and the paint thereof had long since 
peeled off.  It was apparent, however, that the weed down the centre of 
the basins was less dense than at the sides, and a passage was 
therefore feasible. 
 
There followed some four hours of quite hard work!  The lock gates 
groaned and creaked, and from time to time paddles refused to budge.  
On the whole, however, everything worked, and that was all that really 
mattered.  Once through the flight, we moored for the night.  These two 
days had seen us through fortynine locks, sufficient for any enthusiast! 
 
The next morning we continued the three miles into Newport and 
stopped to shop.  The Shropshire Union system is to be commended in 
this respect.  I doubt if there is another canal which passes so 
consistently through open country, and yet provides such adequate 
shopping facilities. 
 
Whilst here, the maintenance dredge came up the locks.  This was the 
only boat we were destined to see until we returned to the main canal.     
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The lengthman who came over to inspect our permit was quite the most 
optimistic we had yet met.  Shrewsbury, in fact, seemed just around the 
corner. 
 
The first two miles beyond Newport, to Edgmond, until we were clear of 
the locks, were really bad.  A thick, grassy weed fills most of the canal, 
and is so covered by water lilies that it is difficult to find a way through.  
In the circumstances it is not surprising that we soon weeded up.  The first 
time I cleared the screw I waded in to do so, but I soon learnt that it was 
better to wait for a bridge or deserted wharf, where the stern could be 
brought close in and the screw reached comfortably by lying on the bank.   
 
Once clear of the locks, the weeds were not so troublesome and we 
made good progress for over an hour, to the imposing Humber arm   
junction.  At this point the two branches are so wide as to resemble a 
lake and, with the profusion of water lilies, reeds and stately trees, made  
a perfect setting.  The Humber arm is quite short.  It was originally used 
to distribute coal from the Lilleshall mines.  Now, of course, it is 
completely weeded over, but no doubt a passage could be made to its 
farther end if desired.   
 
Some little way on we came to the first of the two Eyton locks.  These 
are the last on the system, and are noteworthy in that the lower gate of 
each is of the old-fashioned guillotine type.  The arrangement of wooden 
wheels and beams of which they consist is an indication of their great 
age, and we spent some time in trying to move them, and it needed all 
the efforts of a passing lengthman and myself to lift the first to its full 
height. 
 
Between locks seems to be a bad stretch for weeds.  This was no 
exception, and the mile to the lower gate was easily the worst yet.  
Clearing the screw had by now become part of the routine, and did not 
take long.  About this time, too, the lift bridges started getting troublesome.  
Normally, of course, they are quite easy to move but these, through 
constant farm usage, had become firmly bedded down, and the draw 
chains were either missing or thrown up over the beams.  In the latter 
event careful fishing with the boat hook was required, whilst the former 
called for the application of much elbow grease to the bridge rails 
themselves. 
 
Up to this point we had covered some ten miles in four and a half hours  

— rather less than two and a half miles per hour.  It was not exactly 
speeding, but fair enough in the circumstances.   
 
The weed had now changed from grass to furry moss, not so liable to  
clog the screw, provided one does not run into too thick a batch of it.  
Otherwise, the water was deep and we were able to make excellent 
progress to Long Lane.  This is the terminus of the aforementioned coal 
barge, and beyond it we expected undisturbed water and plenty of 
weed.  The first obstacle we met was a footbridge, composed of a 
couple of planks, thrown across from bank to bank.  With a gallery of 
“locals” giving us moral support, we removed the obstacle and 
proceeded into the “wilds” beyond. 
 
That night we moored just beyond Rodington, on a comparatively clear 
stretch.  We had made good fourteen and a half miles that day, and 
were only nine from Shrewsbury — so near but yet so far. 
 
The following morning we moved off at ten o’clock.  For a brief while we 
enjoyed fairly clear water.  Soon, however, there came weeds in 
abundance and clearing the screw became a necessity at every bridge.  
Eventually it dawned on us that it would be much easier to tow through 
these bad patches.  With the line secured to the canopy frame, about 
one third of the length from the bow, this proved highly successful.  
Thereafter I did far more towing than otherwise — much to my wife’s 
amusement. 
 
Thus to Withington which, as aforesaid, Wilson’s book considers to be 
the navigable limit.  We soon discovered he is not far wrong.  From 
Withington conditions got steadily worse until, at Berwick Wharf, some 
two and a half miles farther in, we were brought up all standing by solid 
masses of green slime.  The four miles covered that morning had taken 
two and a half hours and it looked as if we had come to the end of our 
forward progress.  The immediate prospect was depressing and 
uninviting but, rather than give up without being quite sure, we moored 
the boat and went on ahead to reconnoitre.   
 
The canal now ran into a shallow cutting preparatory to entering Berwick 
Tunnel.  It seemed like the Valley of Desolation.  The coping stones of a 
bridge had fallen into the water, and were covered with the same green 
slime.  There was a sickly, nauseating smell arising from the stagnant 
waters and, all over, there was silence.   
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Built in 1797 
 

Thus we came to Berwick Tunnel.  An inscription on the face read 1797  
— one hundred and forty two years old, in fact.  We stood there a little 
while and tried to visualise the scene in those far off days, fifty years 
before railways came to steal the traffic.  Judging by the number of 
wharves and basins we had passed, this must have been a very busy 
arm in its heyday. 
 
We had noted the large layout at Newport, the Humber arm whence 
Lilleshall coal passed for export, also the wharves and warehouses at 
Wappenshall and Berwick, and the iron foundry just before Berwick, still 
known as the Forge.  In addition to these there had been all the trade of 
Shrewsbury town and the agricultural requirements of the countryside. 
 
The interesting thing about Berwick Tunnel is that it has not got a 
towpath, concrete evidence that the crews had to propel their craft by 
footwork on the tunnel roof as we had often heard tell. 
 
As weeds will not grow in darkness it appears quite navigable, although 
loose bricks under the several ventilating shafts might prove dangerous.  
Guided by these shafts we walked the half mile over the top to the other 
end.  There is no definite path as would appear necessary for the horses 
to use.  It would be interesting to know how they managed in this respect. 
 
The far end of the tunnel presented an even more desolate appearance 
than the other, banks of reed growing out of the slime and completely 
obstructing the waterway.  There was thus no hope of taking the boat 
beyond Berwick.  It was some consolation, however, to know we had 
covered nineteen and a half miles of the twentyfour miles from Norbury 
to Shrewsbury.  Only two of our many advisors had been optimistic 
enough to think this possible.   
 
There had been great agitation in recent years in Shrewsbury to fill up 
the portion of canal in the town and now, no doubt, this will soon be 
done.  From a hygienic point of view this is very desirable, but I cannot 
help shedding a silent tear at the passing of yet another of England’s old 
waterways.  No amount of optimism can, however, foresee any future 
for a branch such as this, with road traffic now so speedy and efficient. 

T Wheeldon 
 

Seen from the towpath: a view from east of 
the Wrekin right to the wall of Wales 

 

To get to Sleapford, we took the ‘bus labelled Great Bolas.  After 
wandering through High Ercall, Crudgington, Waters Upton and Great 
Bolas (all pretty villages), this ‘bus turned south for Wellington, passing 
through Sleapford, where we got out at the Buck’s Head and joined the 
canal at Long Lane Bridge (Bridge No. 16). 
 
It was a beautiful day, clear and sunny.  The Wrekin, which we had 
really passed at last, now well behind to the right, was bright green, with 
purple shadows.  The eastern ridge, leading up to the cone, looked quite 
jagged from where we now were.  We could see the track up it quite 
plainly.  Left of the Wrekin rose the wooded Ercall.   
 
In the distance the Church Stretton Hills were pale blue, with deeper 
blue in the hollows.  The cloud effects were beautiful.  The water in the 
canal was bright blue, sometimes whipped up into waves by a strong 
South wind.  Our way lay between cornfields. 
 
We did not pass close to any villages, though Eyton-on-the-Weald 
Moors, with its little church, red houses, and Eyton Hall, were not far off.  
The eleven locks that we passed were the distinguishing feature of the 
day’s ramble.     
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In 1950-51, just over ten years after Mr Wheeldon explored  
the Newport and Shrewsbury canals by boat, Lilian Hayward  

wrote a series of articles for the Shropshire Magazine  
about various stretches of the same canals.  Her articles  

tend to concentrate on natural history and the picturesque,  
but nevertheless a clear picture emerges of waterways in a 

state of slow but continuous decline.  In the following article, 
Lilian Hayward describes the stretch from Long Lane Bridge  

at Sleapford to Trench, with a diversion along the way to  
look at the remains of the Marquis of Stafford’s Canal  

(also called the Donnington Wood Canal). 
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We passed two of the distinctive little red lock-keepers’ houses.  
Presently we met Mr Owen, sixty years of age, who has worked on the 
canal for fortyseven years, in fact since he was a boy of thirteen, as did 
his father before him. 

 
He said that he thought it a pity that the canals have been allowed to go 
out of use for barge traffic.  They could have been made use of during 
the last war, when transport was such a difficulty.  But today many of the 
locks are quite dilapidated, and not fit to use.  They are also so narrow 
that only the barges known as “narrow boats” could pass through them.   

 
Mr Owen gave us the names of the eleven locks, some of which are 
very quaint.  These names are: Eyton Lower Lock, Eyton, Wappenshall, 
Britain, Wheat Leasowes, Shucks, Peaty, Hadley Park, Turnip, Castle, 
and Trench.  He lives in one of the lock-keepers’ little houses that we 
had passed. 

 
We ate our sandwiches close to Eyton Lock.  Throwing a crust into the 
water we were amused to see a swirling circle appear in the lock, and 
then a grey snout came up to annex the crust.  Every bit that we threw 
into the water was thus seized.   

 
We thought that the fish might be pike, but two anglers close by said 
that they would be roach.  As, however, they admitted that there are 
pike in the canal, I still have my doubts.  They were fishing for roach or 
perch, as well as for such small fry as dace. 

 
The nearer we got to Trench the more fishermen we passed — and the 
younger.  We did not see a fish landed, but one urchin had a good sized 
roach in his creel. 

 
This seemed the great time for water plants.  Masses of hemp agrimony  
grew on the opposite bank, its pinky mauve contrasting with small 
yellow water lilies.  The rare Villarsia, which has disappeared from parts 
of the canal, was here in great quantity.  This has flat rounded leaves, 
crinkled at the edges, and small yellow blooms, which might be 
mistaken for some kind of water lily, but the petals are more pointed. 

 
Here, for the first time, we saw the arrowhead, with noticeable leaves of 
that shape, and the white flowers just coming into bloom.  Blue skullcap,  

gipsywort and peppermint were abundant on the edge of the water, and  
the leaves of the great water dock, some as much as two feet long, as  
well as many other water-loving plants. 

 
The canal passes under the Shrewsbury — Newport road, and we were 
soon on a footpath above what was the beginning of the Shrewsbury 
Canal, now choked up with rushes et cetera.   

 
The canal used to be fed from Trench Pool, on our left, a fine piece of 
water where boys were bathing.  Coots were swimming in and out of the 
reeds, giving shrill cries to one another.  Swallows were skimming over 
the water, and what we hoped were sedge warblers were twittering 
among the reed maces (bulrushes).   

 
Passing a small inn, we took the footpath which led up beside the 
remains of the inclined plane which formerly connected the Shrewsbury 
Canal with the Marquis of Stafford’s canal, on a higher level.  This canal, 
or “cut” as it is locally called, the first to be made in Shropshire, was 
constructed in 1782.  It was made to carry coal from his Lordship’s pits  
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 Lilian Hayward’s map  
 from 1950-51 
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to his limeworks at Lilleshall, as well as to Pave Lane (near Newport) 
where the wharf and basin can still be seen. 
 
To convey coal to the Shrewsbury Canal, it was loaded into tub boats at 
the top of the incline.  These boats were taken down full, and brought up 
again empty by means of cables worked by an engine, the engine 
house being at the top of the incline.   
 
When we reached the head of the incline we found ourselves beside the 
Marquis of Stafford’s canal.  It ran for seven miles on a dead level, as 
far as Pave Lane.  Water was pumped into it from the coal pits.  It is 
now dry, but there is a pleasant walk alongside it for a mile or two.  
Further on traces of it can be seen here and there.   
 
Turning our backs to the derelict coal pits, we walked for about a mile 
along the old towpath.  The views from the high level are magnificent, in 
the west stretching away to the wall of Wales, the Berwyn Mountains.  
We also had a fine and unusual view of the Wrekin, its cone rising 
above the Ercall like a real mountain.   
 
Besides the coal, which was the chief reason for the construction of the 
Marquis of Stafford’s canal, other goods were taken down to the inclined 
plane: flour from the mill at Wrockwardine Wood and other commodities, 
the greater part of which were destined to go to Shrewsbury and, later, 
to Newport. 
 
It must be remembered that at the time when the canals were made 
there were no railways, and it was almost impossible to carry heavy 
goods, such as coal, upon such roads as then existed.   
 
There soon followed several other canals, of which few traces remain 
today, between Trench and the Severn.  These were made to facilitate 
trade, and especially in connection with the iron foundries, in the 
industrial area of Shropshire. 
 
There is no barge traffic upon the Shrewsbury Canal today.  The only 
craft to be seen are the boats used by the canal keepers.  Despite the 
efforts of these men the canal is, in places, choked up with sedges and 
rushes.  We walked back to the head of the incline down to Trench Pool, 
and on to Trench crossing, from which point there is an hourly ’bus 
service back to Shrewsbury.  The halt is just outside the Barley Mow.   
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The distance from Sleapwood to Trench is about four and a half miles.  
We put in another two or three miles, walking up to the High Level, 
alongside the Marquis of Stafford’s Canal, and back to Trench. 

Lilian Hayward  

 
Now we fast forward another ten years, to 1960, and in  

the next article John W H Birch documents the continuing  
decline of the Newport and Shrewsbury canals, and gives  

a brief history of the tub-boat canals.   

Eyton’s guillotine to be sent  
to Transport Museum 

 

Quite recently British Waterways workmen have been busy dismantling 
the lock gate at Eyton-on-the-Weald-Moors, on the abandoned 
Shrewsbury branch of the Shropshire Union Canal.  This gate is unique, 
the only remaining working example of a guillotine gate anywhere on the 
whole of the British canal system.  As the name suggests, the movement 
of the gate is vertical, as compared with the door-type movement of the 
ordinary lock gate.  The importance of this gate is such that, after being 
renovated and put in perfect working order at Ellesmere, it is to be re-
erected in the Waterways Museum in Clapham, London.* 
 
The nature of the land made numerous locks necessary: many of these 
were of the guillotine type.  Near to Leegomery there still stands a lock 
gate of this type, where the normal winch lifting gear is assisted by piling  

 
* On the face of it, it should be quite difficult to lose a guillotine gate.  This one, however, 

 seems to have vanished.  The erstwhile Museum of British Transport in  Clapham has 
 moved twice since 1960 and is now the London Transport Museum.  It no longer has 
 the guillotine gate, and neither does the London Canal Museum.  Paperwork was not 
 as copious in those days as it is now, and it is believed that at some stage the gate 
 went to The Waterways Trust at either Stoke Bruerne or Gloucester.  At the time of 
 writing, attempts are being made to trace the gate’s current location or possible demise.  
 Being wood, the gate itself could have rotted, but one assumes that the metal 
 superstructure would have survived.  Editor 



   

page fiftytwo   december 2012   cuttings 

heavy rocks into a large iron-bound container.  The Eyton lock gate is 
not, however, the only unusual feature that the Shrewsbury branch canal 
— now only navigable for a very few stretches, in a very shallow draught 
boat, and nearly waterless and in some places filled in for the last four 
miles into Shrewsbury — has to offer the canal enthusiast. 
 
The first section of the canal to be built was that from Wappenshall 
Junction to Shrewsbury in the 1790s.  This joined industrial Shropshire to 
Shrewsbury, the Shrewsbury Canal connecting at Wappenshall with the 
Trench “tub-boat” Canal, the outlet for a whole system of narrow canals.  
 
Thomas Telford was the engineer responsible for the building of the 
canal.  In characteristic manner he chose the straightest possible route.  
A major obstacle was the crossing of the River Tern at Longdon-on- 
Tern, and this he overcame by building the first-ever iron aqueduct, a 
small scale try-out for his revolutionary ideas which reached their fullest  
fruition in the great iron-capped aqueduct at Pontcysyllte.  It is an 
amazing fact that, although it is weed-festooned, the Longdon iron 
trough is still completely waterproof over a hundred and fifty years after  
being constructed, whilst the framework was still strong enough to 
support the author, on his bicycle. 
 
Nearer Shrewsbury, at Berwick, the canal passes through a third of a 
mile long tunnel.  This was one of the first tunnels to have a built-in 
wooden pathway, to enable the barges to be hauled through by a gang 
of men, instead of being pushed and prodded along the tunnel ceiling 
and sides.  Although the one entrance is virtually blocked by a landslip, 
it is still possible to navigate the tunnel, although this is a somewhat 
dangerous undertaking and details and permission should be obtained 
from British Waterways.  Although the bulk of the cargo carried by the 
Shrewsbury Canal was coal and iron, considerable quantities of barley 
(and probably hops) were brought to the canalside maltings, at 
Ditherington.  This building also is of considerable interest, for it was the 
first iron-framed construction to be erected anywhere in the world. 
 
As has been mentioned, the canal which joined the Shrewsbury at 
Wappenshall was a tub-boat canal.  The type of boat used on this canal, 
and the method of movement, were for many years peculiar to the 
canals of Shropshire’s “Black Country”.  The barges employed on these 
waterways were each about fourteen feet long and six feet wide.  They 
were towed in “trains”, five being passed through the locks together.     
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But the most interesting, and still partially visible feature of the Trench 
Canal is at Trench itself, where the canal surmounts a considerable hill 
by means of an inclined plane.  This remarkable example of man’s 
ingenuity was, indeed, a Shropshire invention, the first one — now entirely 
disappeared, along with most of the canal it served — being built as part 
of the Lilleshall canal schemes.  The idea of an inclined plane was to 
form a substitute for a chain of locks, the only other way to surmount a 
prolonged incline.  In locks the barges stayed in the water all the time; 
on the inclined plane they were either fitted with wheels or dragged on 
to trucks, to be pulled up the rise and deposited in the water again.  On 
the Trench Canal the traction power — in later years a beam engine —
was housed in a considerable brick structure on the hill top, which still 
stands — if in a somewhat dilapidated state — visible for several miles  
around.  The gully up which the barges were hauled can still be traced,  
though much overgrown and denuded of the iron rails on which the 
containers ran. 
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During the 1830s the Birmingham & Liverpool Junction Canal Company 
drove a canal between Wappenshall Junction and what is now the main 
Shropshire Union Canal at Norbury, thus joining Shrewsbury and the 
Wellington areas with the main canal system.  A century later only a few 
barges were making the trip to Shrewsbury; many of the tub-boat canals 
had been obliterated and built over for some years, and in 1944 the 
Shrewsbury branch of the Shropshire Union Canal was officially 
abandoned by Act of Parliament.   
 
Decay has rapidly set in.  The canal itself has become overgrown and 
unnavigable, with swans building their voluminous nests in midstream.  
But this is not perhaps not the greatest loss, for it must be acknowledged 
that modern means of transport are — at least in theory — faster and, 
therefore, more efficient than canals.  The greatest loss is a link with the 
past.  Still today on the side of the canal company warehouse at 
Longdon-on-Tern a large painted but now hardly readable sign proudly 
proclaims that flyboats — the fastest means of transport on a canal and 
capable of travelling at up to eight miles per hour — ply daily from this 
point to Chester, Liverpool, Manchester, Birmingham and North and 
South Staffordshire.  Nearer Shrewsbury, at Rodington, the Romantic 
ideas of the eighteenth century creep into canal architecture, where the 
canal is spanned by a drawbridge, now not in working order and with its 
paintwork sadly neglected.  Again, near Norbury, a perfect Telford-
designed lock cottage now stands empty — in good condition, but 
subject like all houses to a steady deterioration if not tenanted.    
 
Soon such hallmarks of the canal age as those mentioned above will 
crumble, and cease to exist.  Much of the canal itself will probably be 
filled in to make field units of a size more suited to present day 
mechanised farming.  During the past year this has indeed happened  
on the Lubstree branch of the canal, near Preston-on-the-Weald-Moors.  
The more important features of the canal will, like the Eyton Lock, 
undoubtedly be preserved either in situ, or in a museum, by British 
Waterways themselves or by the active Inland Waterways Association. 
 
But the distinctive character which a canal gives to the landscape 
through which it passes will almost certainly disappear entirely from 
many areas.  The Shrewsbury branch of the Shropshire Union Canal,  
and the Trench tub-boat Canal — itself last of a whole system of similar 
canals — will be known to our descendants almost solely by particular 
and unique features — the Eyton lock or the Longdon aqueduct, the  
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Berwick tunnel or the Trench inclined plane.  Now, although not 
navigable, these canals can still be followed along their towpaths and 
the atmosphere of a past age can effectively be captured, merely by 
journeying along the banks and witnessing the various foibles and 
achievements of the Canal Age.  Soon this opportunity will be lost. 

John W H Birch 
 

 

 

To keep in touch with what’s happening, please visit the 
Shrewsbury & Newport Canals Trust website at 

 

www.sncanal.org.uk  

 

The Society is very grateful to the Shropshire Magazine 
(www.shropshiremagazine.com) for permission to reproduce 
Lilian Hayward’s Seen from the towpath: a view from east of 
the Wrekin right to the wall of Wales and John W H Birch’s 
Eyton’s guillotine to be sent to Transport Museum.  These 
articles were first published in the Shropshire Magazine  

in 1950-51 and 1960 respectively. 

A new optimism 
 

Clearly the Shrewsbury & Newport canals were already in a sorry state 
by 1939, and the intervening years have not been any kinder.  But now 
things are looking up — only a beginning, but good news nevertheless. 
 
The Shrewsbury & Newport Canals Trust holds regular monthly work 
parties at Wappenshall and Newport and, as you may have read in the 
October CUTTINGS, has now begun serious restoration work. 
 
Restoration is, inevitably, a very long-term aim and will require major 
investment, but it will bring new life to the towns and villages between 
Norbury Junction and Shrewsbury. 
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Dates for your diary 
1 December 
 
 
 
 
1-2 December 
 
 
 
1-2 December 
 
 
 
5 December 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8 December 
 
 
 

2013 
 

12-13 January 
 
 
 
1 February 
 
2 February 
 
 

 

Welshpool Winter Festival — for details please 
ring Welshpool Tourist Information Centre on 01938 
552043.  The Friends of the Montgomery Canal will 
be at the Festival, to promote the restoration. 
 
Hedge Laying Work Party on the Montgomery Canal.  
Please contact David Carter on 01244 661440 or 
email eb09@liverpool.ac.uk for more information. 
 
Traditional Canal Bonnets — a two day course at 
Audlem Mill.  For more information please ring 
01270 811059 or visit www.audlemmill.co.uk . 
 
A talk organised by the Chester Canal Heritage 
Trust — The Wolverhampton Connection.  Cath 
Turpin of the Boat Museum Society talks about the 
history of the corrugated iron works by the canal in 
Ellesmere Port.  8.00 pm at St Theresa’s Parish 
Centre, Blacon Avenue, Chester CH1 5BU.  All 
welcome.  CCHT, SUCS & IWA members free; others 
£1.50.  For further details please ring Gwynneth Buss 
on 01244 665855 or Wendy Hill on 01244 345072.   
 
Carols by the Canal in Market Drayton —  once 
again, Carols by the Canal will be held at Holidays 
Afloat, Talbot Wharf, Bridge 63, Market Drayton.  
For more information please see page twentyseven. 
 
Hedge Laying Work Party on the Montgomery Canal. 
Please contact David Carter on 01244 661440 or 
email eb09@liverpool.ac.uk for more information. 
 
Copy date for the Spring CUTTINGS 
 
Annual Dinner — a joint event with the Friends of 
the Montgomery Canal and the Inland Waterways 
Association Shrewsbury & North Wales Branch.  
Please see page fifteen for details. 

 
 

  

cuttings   december 2012   page fiftyseven     

 
2-3 February 
 
 
 
6 February 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6 March  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
9-10 March 
 
 
 
16-17 March 
 
 
 
23 March 
 
 
 
24 March 
 
 

  
Hedge Laying Work Party on the Montgomery Canal. 
Please contact David Carter on 01244 661440 or 
email eb09@liverpool.ac.uk for more information. 
  
A talk organised by the Chester Canal Heritage 
Trust — Hazel’s rejuvenation.  Chris Leah of the 
Wooden Narrow Boat Society talks about the 
restoration of the historic wooden narrow boat 
Hazel.  8.00 pm at St Theresa’s Parish Centre, 
Blacon Avenue, Chester CH1 5BU.  All welcome.  
CCHT, SUCS & IWA members free; others £1.50.  
For further details please ring Gwynneth Buss on 
01244 665855 or Wendy Hill on 01244 345072.  
 
A talk organised by the Chester Canal Heritage 
Trust — The history of Chester’s leadworks.  Geoff 
Pickard, former Works Manager, tells the history of 
the leadworks, built about 1800 to take advantage of 
the canal.  8.00 pm at St Theresa’s Parish Centre, 
Blacon Avenue, Chester CH1 5BU.  All welcome.  
CCHT, SUCS & IWA members free; others £1.50.  
For further details please ring Gwynneth Buss on 
01244 665855 or Wendy Hill on 01244 345072.   
 
Boat Fender Making — a two day beginners’ 
course at Audlem Mill.  For more information please 
ring 01270 811059 or visit www.audlemmill.co.uk . 
 
Montgomery Work Party — please ring Mike 
Friend on 01948 880723 or mobile 07909 912611 
for more information.   
 
Cabin Crochet for Beginners — a one day course 
at Audlem Mill.  For more information please ring 
01270 811059 or visit www.audlemmill.co.uk . 
 
Cabin Crochet for Improvers — a one day course 
at Audlem Mill.  For more information please ring 
01270 811059 or visit www.audlemmill.co.uk . 
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6-7 April 
 
 
 
20 April 
 
 
 
20-21 April 
 
 
 
18-19 May 
 
 
 
15-16 June 
 
 
 
20-21 July 
 
 
 
17-18 August 
 
 
 
21-22 September 
 
 
 
19-20 October 
 
 
 
16-17 November 

 
Traditional Canal Bonnets — a two day course at 
Audlem Mill.  For more information please ring 
01270 811059 or visit www.audlemmill.co.uk . 
 
Rag Rugging — a one day course at Audlem Mill.  
For more information please ring 01270 811059 or 
visit www.audlemmill.co.uk . 
 
Montgomery Work Party — please ring Mike 
Friend on 01948 880723 or mobile 07909 912611 
for more information.   
 
Montgomery Work Party — please ring Mike 
Friend on 01948 880723 or mobile 07909 912611 
for more information.   
 
Montgomery Work Party — please ring Mike 
Friend on 01948 880723 or mobile 07909 912611 
for more information.   
 
Montgomery Work Party — please ring Mike 
Friend on 01948 880723 or mobile 07909 912611 
for more information.   
 
Montgomery Work Party — please ring Mike 
Friend on 01948 880723 or mobile 07909 912611 
for more information.   
 
Montgomery Work Party — please ring Mike 
Friend on 01948 880723 or mobile 07909 912611 
for more information.   
 
Montgomery Work Party — please ring Mike 
Friend on 01948 880723 or mobile 07909 912611 
for more information.   
 
Montgomery Work Party — please ring Mike 
Friend on 01948 880723 or mobile 07909 912611 
for more information.   
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The Society’s Slop Chest  
 

Support your Society: 
 

raise awareness and raise funds! 
 

 

 

For any of the above contact Ian Hendley at 28 Millfield Drive 
Market Drayton, Shropshire  TF9 1HS, telephone 01630 656525,  

or email sucsmemsec@btinternet.com.  Cheques should be made 
payable to the Shropshire Union Canal Society. 

 

Items may also be purchased from the Society’s website at 
www.shropshireunion.org.uk via PayPal. 

SOCIETY SWEATSHIRTS - S,M,L,XL,XXL 
 

SOCIETY POLOSHIRTS - S,M,L,XL,XXL 
 

SOCIETY TEESHIRTS - S,M,L 
 

SOCIETY CAP 
 

SOCIETY BURGEE 
 

EMBROIDERED BADGES 
 

BOAT/CAR STICKERS 

£16.00 + £3.00 p&p 
 

£14.00 + £3.00 p&p 
 

£10.00 + £3.00 p&p 
 

£  3.90 + £2.00 p&p 
 

£  8.00 + £1.50 p&p 
 

£  3.50 + SAE 
 

£  0.50 + SAE 

 

 

New Editors from 1st January 2013 
Chris and David Owen-Roberts 

35 Woodnoth Drive, Shavington, Cheshire CW2 5BW 
Telephone  01270 567492, mobile 07887 853121  

email sucuttings@btinternet.com 
 

Advertising Manager 
Roger Beswick 

Haslemere, Skips Lane, Christleton, Chester CH3 7BE 
Telephone 01244 332553  

email haslemere@chester50.plus.com 
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Please support our advertisers, 
and tell them that you saw  
their advert in CUTTINGS 

THE VIEWS EXPRESSED IN CUTTINGS ARE NOT  
NECESSARILY THOSE OF THE COUNCIL 

 

NEED TO TALK TO CANAL & RIVER TRUST? 
 

In an emergency call 0800 47 999 47 
 

This 24 hour hotline is for emergencies only: 

 a serious injury or fatality 

 a fire or explosion on a boat  

 a dangerously damaged lock, bridge, or tunnel 

 a boat trapped in a dangerous situation  

 serious flooding or a breach which risks lives or property 

 serious pollution   
 

For non-critical events call 0303 040 4040  
 

between 8.00 am and 6.00 pm, Monday to Friday  
or email customer.services@canalrivertrust.org.uk  

 

North Wales & Borders Waterways 

 

Navigation Road, Northwich, Cheshire CW8 1BH 
Switchboard: 01606 723800 

Email: enquiries.northwalesborders@canalrivertrust.org.uk 
 

This office is open from 10.00 am to 12.00 noon, Monday to Friday 
 

Waterway Manager: Wendy Capelle 
 

Volunteer Co-ordinator: Paul Corner 07795 020636 
email paul.corner@canalrivertrust.org.uk 

 

Volunteer Team Leader: Glenn Young 07775 118823 
email Glenn.Young@canalrivertrust.org.uk 

This page has been left blank intentionally 



APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP 
OF THE SHROPSHIRE UNION CANAL SOCIETY 

(This form may also be used for renewals) 
 

I hereby apply for election as a member of the above Society 
and agree to abide by the rules of the Society. 

 

I enclose my remittance for ……………….* being my subscription for the 
year ending 30th June 201…. 
 
Signed ………………………………………………………….  Date ……………. 
 
Name in full  (Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms)  PLEASE PRINT IN BLOCK CAPITALS 
 
NAME ………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
ADDRESS …………………………………………………………………………… 
 
……………………………………………………….  POSTCODE ……………….. 
 
TELEPHONE …………………………….  EMAIL ……………………………….. 
 

*Single, Joint, Family:  £10   Juniors under 18:  £5 
Life Membership (Single, Joint, Family):  £200 

 

If you are applying for junior membership please state your age here ……….. 
 

If this is a renewal of your existing membership please state your membership 
number ………………………… 
 

If you are a United Kingdom taxpayer please sign the Gift Aid declaration 
below, which enables the Society to claim tax relief on donations 
(including subscriptions) made to the Society.  
 

Name of charity: The Shropshire Union Canal Society 
I want the charity to treat all donations I have made over the last four years 
and all donations I make hereafter as Gift Aid donations. 
 
Signature ……………………………………………….………   Date …………….. 
 

It is more convenient for you and helps the Society if you pay by Bankers 
Order.  Please ask the Membership Secretary for the appropriate form. 
 

Please send completed forms to: 
Ian Hendley, Membership Secretary, 

28 Millfield Drive, Market Drayton, Shropshire TF9 1HS. 
(telephone 01630 656525, email sucsmemsec@btinternet.com) 

 

The Shropshire Union Canal Society is a Registered Charity, no. 245875 
and a Registered Company, limited by guarantee, no. 1069860  

Whether you are looking to buy a narrowboat, 
hire one for a holiday or you already own one, 
you need look no further than Alvechurch.  With 
over 25 years experience in hand building boats and 
operating the UK’s finest fleet of holiday craft you 
can be sure that we can help you with all you need  
to cruise on the Great British Waterways. 
We also offer full marina  
services including diesel, 
gas, pumpouts, moorings, 
brokerage services, boats  
for sale, repair, breakdown 
and refit work, boat  
painting, signwriting and  
RYA Helmsman Training. 

 

Buying a Boat..? 
Booking a Holiday..? 

Own a Boat..? 

www.alvechurch.com 
Tel: 01270 780544  Fax: 01270 780146 

Email: enquiries@alvechurch.com 
Alvechurch Boat Centres Ltd, Wrenbury, 

Near Nantwich, Cheshire CW5 8HG 

5% Discount On Proof Of SUCS Current Membership 


