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Editorial 

Chairman’s Jottings 

I am writing this in the July heatwave; what a change from last July when my 
house flooded after torrential rain ran down from the road.  

 

It is now a year since C&RT was formed and I attended the 1st Birthday Party 
at Anderton.  Wendy Capelle and Duncan Davenport gave updates on the 
first year of activities in the North Wales and Borders Waterways area to the 
assembled staff and a few invited guests.  The following week, Anne and I 
attended the Annual Public Meeting of the C&RT at Ellesmere Port.  Tony 
Hales, Chairman, welcomed everyone followed by Vince Moran who gave a 
review of the first nine months of the Trust.  The new Chief Executive, 
Richard Parry, was introduced and he was quite enthusiastic about 
waterways when he spoke.  This was followed by a discussion panel in which 
volunteering was much to the fore.  In the afternoon there were six 

Well what a change from last year!  After one of the mildest winters for some 
time we finally get a bit of proper summer.  Excellent cruising weather but 
once again we hear of restrictions due to lack of water.  We are fortunate that 
the Shroppie rarely suffers from lack of water, not least due to the good 
people of Wolverhampton! 
 

Thank you to all those who have sent us comments and compliments about 
the new-look Cuttings.  If you have a story to tell or know of one that will 
interest members, please do get in touch.  We can always help with wording 
if you are concerned about how your contribution might read. 
 

This month we include a shortened version of the Canal Society Accounts.  
Should you wish to see the full accounts please contact our treasurer who will 
be happy to help.  We also include the notice of the Society AGM at Acton 
Village Hall on 9 November.  Do come along, if only to hear the speaker, Jim 
Forrester who has a wealth of waterway experience and is Wales & Border 
Counties Waterways Partnership Chair. 
 

This month we report on many local events as well as featuring a more 
extreme narrowboat journey across the River Mersey to Liverpool; if only the 
weather could always be like that for boating!  The Small Tasks Team has 
continued to be very active and we also have a good round-up of all the 
Society’s fundraising activities.  Hopefully we are keeping you up to date and 
inspiring you to help in any way you can. 
 

David and Chris Owen-Roberts 
Editors of Cuttings 
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workshops; we were able to attend two each.  I chose Maintenance and 
Restoration while Anne attended Volunteering and Going Local. 
 

Aqueduct Marina invited the Society to have a stand at their Annual Family 
Fun Day.  We had photographs of a Lockwind and the Montgomery 
Restoration on display as well as a few items for sale.  We enrolled a few 
new members, sold a few items and did lots of talking, trying to spread the 
word about the Society to boaters and non-boaters alike! 
 

Andy Helyar-Brook joined the Society Council at the AGM in November 
2012.  He immediately took on the task of updating our Health and Safety 
Policy and also volunteered to organise our enhancement work parties.  
Andy completed the Health and Safety Review and ran a very successful 
work party in horrendous conditions in March.  Regrettably Andy has now 
decided to resign from Council and we would like to thank him and his wife, 
Liz who was Minutes Secretary, for all the time and effort they have given to 
the Society over the past year. 
 

The Society AGM will be held at Acton Village Hall on Saturday 9 November 
at 3.00 pm.  Do come along and contribute to the running of our Society, 
elect members of the Council and hear the excellent speaker.  There are 
some vacancies on Council so please put your name forward and help keep 
our Society thriving.  If you would like to know more about the roles available, 
time commitments involved and so on, please do give me a ring on 01270 
528296 or e-mail me at rincop12@gmail.com. 
 

Pat Wilson 
Chairman 

Montgomery Canal Triathlon 

The Montgomery Canal Triathlon took place this year on Saturday 11 June 
and replaced the Annual Dinghy Dawdle that has been run previously.  Over 
60 people were there as volunteer 
marshals and 140 people entered, 
the majority completing the full 
course of 35 miles cycling 13½ 
miles, canoeing 11 miles and 
walking 10½ miles between 
Newtown and Frankton.  Many 
thanks to all those who helped, 
sponsored and took part - well 
done to you all! 

Photo by Maggie Ellis 

mailto:rincop12@gmail.com
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9
th
 November 2013 

 

Notice is hereby given that the Annual General Meeting of the Shropshire 
Union Canal Society Limited will take place at Acton Village Hall, Nantwich 
on Saturday 9

th
 November 2013 at 3.00 pm. 

 

AGENDA 
 

Apologies for absence 
The adoption of the Minutes of the 2012 Annual General Meeting 
Reports: 
(a) Chairman 
(b) Treasurer 
Election of Trustees 
Appointment of Auditors 
Any Other Business Linda Andrews 

 Secretary 
 

Speaker: Jim Forrester W&BC Waterways Partnership Chair 
A former Director at Imperial War Museum North in Manchester Jim has 
spent the last 27 years working within charities in a variety of roles; from boat 
conservator to director of a new branch of a national museum in the region, 
in his earlier years Jim was also a boatbuilder on the canals. 
 

 

  
Nomination Form 

  
I wish to nominate........................................................................................... 
(full name in block capitals please) for election to serve on the Council of 
the Shropshire Union Canal Society 
  
Signed............................................................................................................ 
  
Full name in block capitals.............................................................................. 
  
Signature of member wishing to be nominated............................................... 
  

Nominations to Council must reach the Secretary 
Linda Andrews 

Lock House, Chester Road, Hurleston, Nantwich CW5 6BU 
by 1

st
 November 2013 

  

Annual General Meeting 
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An article summarising the Society’s financial activities for the year ended 31 
March 2012 was published in the June edition of “Cuttings” and this is an 
abridged version of this year’s formal report which meets the statutory 
requirements of both the Companies Acts and the Charities Commission 
and includes our accountant’s comments following his examination of the 
Society’s accounts.  The full version is published on our website or is 
available in printed form from me – a prepaid C5 envelope would be 
appreciated.  This short note is intended to help set the annual report in 
context but, if any member has a question or seeks to clarify a particular 
item, please get in touch with me and I will try to resolve the question before 
the AGM. 
 

At the end of last year, the Society compiled an in-depth analysis of our 
future finances so as to be able to offer the maximum support for the C&RT 
planned grant application for the next stage of restoration of The Monty.  
This analysis remains sound and we remain committed to our part in the 
grant application.  This commitment is illustrated through the Designated 
Fund which remains unchanged for the first time in a number of years. 
 

The Society has enjoyed a moderately successful year and remains focused 
on completing the restoration of the Redwith to Pryces Bridge length of the 
Montgomery Canal.  We look forward to a re-watering ceremony probably in 
the spring of 2014.  The excess of expenditure for this year was principally 
caused by the cost of doubling the monthly restoration work parties so as to 
split the channel shaping effort from the actual process of lining the 
waterway.  A heavier excavator is now in use which has significantly 
improved the rate of progress without hampering lining activities.  The extra 
immediate costs associated with the new pattern of working will not really 
affect the overall costs of the project. 
 

Our thanks go to all who have made any sort of contribution during this year.  
I look forward to the continuing success of the Society. 
 
Ian Hendley 
Treasurer 
1. COUNCIL MEMBERSHIP AT 31 MARCH 2013 
 

The Shropshire Union Canal Society Limited 
Notes on the Accounts for the year ended 31 March 2013 
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Council members as at 31 March 2013 were: 
 

L ANDREWS D CARTER M FRIEND R HAMP 
I HENDLEY P JAMES Mrs A LINDOP T O’BRIEN 
Mrs C O’BRIEN M WARD P RICHARDS M RICHARDS 
Mrs P  WILSON (appointed 10.11.12) F BARRETT (appointed 10.11.12) 
A HELLYAR-BROOK (appointed 10.11.12) 
G WHITEHURST (appointed 10.11.12) 
 

R BESWICK was co-opted during the year (appointed 13.11.2012).  The 
Company Secretary is Mrs Linda Andrews. 
 

2. ACTIVITIES 
The Society is committed to ensuring that the Shropshire Union Canal 
System, covering the Llangollen and Montgomery Canals as well as the 
Shropshire Union Canal itself, is maintained and enhanced for the benefit of 
all users and visitors.  When planning our activities for the year, the society 
have considered the Charity Commission’s guidance on public benefit. 
 

The Society’s overall volunteer effort is cited by the Canal & River Trust as a 
model for co-operation and mutual benefit and the maintenance of facilities 
such as visitor moorings, seats and picnic tables at suitable locations 
throughout the Shropshire Union Canal system continues and is welcomed 
by boaters, walkers and other visitors.  The partnership initiative allowing 
individual volunteers to carry out small maintenance tasks (painting, new 
signage etc) along the track of the canals continues successfully as do more 
significant work parties.  The winter months of this financial year have again 
seen hedging parties at work on the Montgomery Canal. 
 

Our principle activity continues to be centred upon financial and physical 
assistance towards the restoration of the Montgomery Canal and, in 
particular, the length of canal between Redwith Bridge and Pryces Bridge.   
The offside walling and towpath restoration is finished and work on the canal 
bed well advanced, the focus of Volunteer Work Parties is now very much 
on finishing the re-profiling and re-lining of the canal to Pryces Bridge.  Once 
this is achieved, the section can be re-watered. 
 

The Society is involved with and supports a number of sister organisations 
within our geographical area of activity. 
 

Although the general financial climate remains depressed, the Society has 
enjoyed a moderately prosperous year.  We have received small donations 
and contributions from members, the general public and the Canal & River 
Trust.  In some instances, these donations and contributions have been 
extremely generous.  Most grants are for specific projects or activities and 
some donations are also given for specific purposes.  Beyond this, the 

The Shropshire Union Canal Society Limited 
Report of the Council of Management year ended 31 March 2013 
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Society’s own fund raising activities have earned funds to help maintain our 
enhancement and restoration activities, large and small.  The excess of 
expenditure over income is due to our restoration work on the Montgomery 
Canal. 
 

Expenditure exceeded income by £7343. 
 

3. LEGAL & ADMINISTRATIVE INFORMATION 
 

The Society is registered as a Charity no. 245875 and is a company limited 
by guarantee, registered in England and Wales number 1069860.  The 
governing document is a memorandum and articles of association; all 
attributable activities of the Society are approved by a Council whose 
members (Trustees), listed at item 1 above, are identified by their interest, 
life and career skills.  They are appointed by nomination at the A.G.M., or 
can be co-opted by Council during the year and their initial introduction 
utilises the Charities Commission leaflet CC3.  Where appropriate, specialist 
training (Skill Accreditation, Health and Safety, First Aid) is provided for those 
taking part in Society activities.  
 

The registered office is located with our Accountants: Hall Livesey Brown, 5 
Claremont Bank, Shrewsbury, Shropshire SY1 1RW. 
 

The Charity’s bankers are the National Westminster Bank plc and HSBC. 
 

The bulk of the society’s funds are held with The CCLA Investment 
Management Limited - The COIF Charities Deposit Fund. 
 

4. TRUSTEES’ RESPONSIBILITES 
 
The trustees (who are also directors of The Shropshire Union Canal Society 
Limited for the purposes of company law) are responsible for preparing the 
Trustees’ Annual Report and the financial statements in accordance with 
applicable law and United Kingdom Accounting Standards (United Kingdom 
Generally Accepted Accounting Practice). 
 

Company law requires the trustees to prepare financial statements for each 
financial year, which give a true and fair view of the state of affairs of the 
charitable company and of the incoming resources and application of 
resources, including the income and expenditure, of the charitable company 
for that period. In preparing these financial statements, the trustees are 
required to: 
The trustees are responsible for keeping adequate accounting records that 
disclose with reasonable accuracy at any time the financial position of the 
charitable company and enable them to ensure that the financial statements 
comply with the Companies Act 2006.  They are also responsible for 
safeguarding the assets of the charitable company and hence for taking 
reasonable steps for the prevention and detection of fraud and other 
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irregularities. 
 

The trustees are responsible for the maintenance and integrity of the corporate 
and financial information included on the charitable company’s website.   
Legislation in the United Kingdom governing the preparation and 
dissemination of financial statements may differ from legislation in other 
jurisdictions. 
 

5. INVESTMENT POWERS 
The memorandum gives the trustees powers to invest or deal in the funds of 
the Society, not immediately required for its purposes, in such manner as in 
the discretion of the Society may be determined. 
 

6. POLICIES OF THE CHARITY 
Reserves 
The Operating Reserve created in 2012 to cover 2 years activity remains 
unchanged.  This designation is in addition to such reserves as they consider 
necessary to meet forthcoming obligations and commitments: 
 

Operating Costs £17533 
Events and Activities £  9980 
Training £  4487 Total Reserve: £32000 
 
This operating reserve is reflected in the Capital Commitments set out on 
Page 14. 
 

Investments 
The charity operates a low risk investment policy to safeguard its cash 
holdings. 
 

Risks 
The Trustees have identified the major risks to which the Charity is exposed.  
A formal Health and Safety Policy document has been approved.  The risks 
and policy are regularly reviewed and action taken to mitigate exposure and 
revise the policy.  In addition, the Trustees are careful to provide adequate 
insurance cover for both public and employees (volunteers) liabilities. 
 

Grants 
Grants are only made towards projects on the Shropshire Union System of 
Canals – as specified in the Articles of Association.  The Trustees generally 
seek to make grants to generate further funding, whether this is to release 

• select suitable accounting policies and then apply them consistently; 

• observe the methods and principles in the Charities SORP; 

• make judgements and estimates that are reasonable and prudent; 

• state whether applicable UK Accounting Standards have been followed, 
subject to any material departures disclosed and explained in the financial 
statements; 

• prepare the financial statements on the going concern basis unless it is 
inappropriate to presume that the charitable company will continue in 
operation. 
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funds available from other agencies or as an incentive to encourage grants 
from other sources. 
 
7. TRANSFER TO RESERVES 
No transfer of funds from the General Fund to the Designated Fund has been 
made for this year. 
 

8. ACCOUNTANTS 
In accordance with the company’s articles, a resolution proposing the re-
appointment of Messrs Hall, Livesey, Brown, as Accountants to the Company 
was put to the Annual General Meeting. 

 

This report was approved by the Council on 14 May 2013 taking advantage 
of the special provisions available to small companies within Part 15 of the 
Companies Act 2006. 
 

Signed on behalf of the Council 
 
 
……………………………. 
IF HENDLEY – TRUSTEE 

THE SHROPSHIRE UNION CANAL SOCIETY LIMITED 
 

INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31st 
MARCH 2013 

 

Income (Continuing Activities): 2013 2012 
 

Subscriptions  7520  7800 
Donations - General  3376  2755 
 Prices Bridge 10131  10904 
 Barrows of Boulders    580 14087   7833 21492 
Gift Aid  2164  2187 

The Llangollen Canal 
in 1971. 

 

Pat Wilson 
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Grants: 
 C&RT – Training 1296 1200 
 LJC- Hedging etc  1296 1000 2200 
  25067 3 3679 
Other Income: 
Sale of Used Stamps 1556  1405 
Re-cycling  204  400 
Fundraising  5392  10276 
Cuttings – Advertising 1044  1016 
Ellesmere Rally  3642  7141 
Dinghy Dawdle  -  490 
Spring and Autumn Work Parties        - 11838    367 21095 
Total income:   36905  54774 
Expenditure: 
Cost of Generating Funds: 
Fundraising  1051  2260 
Cuttings – Printing and Postage 5624  5528 
Ellesmere Rally  2629  7428 
Dinghy Dawdle  -  490 
Publicity     727 10031   369 16075 
Charitable Activity: 
Prices Bridge Project  25336  15158 
Spring and Autumn Work Parties 1225  1618 
Grants Paid  -  1000 
Depreciation of Equipment 1862  2066 
Plant Maintenance    1218 29641    935 20777 
Governance: 
Council Members’ Expenses -  131 
Volunteer Training  1895  1734 
Insurance  1353  1321 
Stationery and Administration 666  712 
Society General Expenses 327  434 
Accountancy Costs  1910 6151 1803 6135 
Total Expenditure:   45823  42987 
 

Operating Surplus/Deficit  -8918  11787 
Interest Received    1575     1418 
Operating Surplus/Deficit before  -7343  13205 
Taxation 

THE SHROPSHIRE UNION CANAL SOCIETY LIMITED 
 

BALANCE SHEET AS AT 31
ST

 MARCH 2013 
 

 2013  2012 
 

TANGIBLE FIXED ASSETS  1703  3565 
 

CURRENT ASSETS 
Stock 1595  2354 
Debtors 1450  3293 
Cash at Bank (Charity Deposit Fund) 188226  186665 
Cash at Bank and in hand 40067 231338 41623 233935 
  233041  237500 
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CREDITORS:  
amounts falling due within one year:  4576  2092 

 

TOTAL ASSETS LESS CURRENT   228465  235408 
LIABILITIES 
 

CREDITORS: amounts falling due after 
more than one year:  8180  7780 
  ----------  ---------- 
  220285  227628 
  ======  ====== 
 

FUNDS: 
Restricted Funds  51239  54363 
Unrestricted: 
 Designated  136000  136000 
 General  33046  37265 
   ----------  ---------- 
   220285  227628 
   ======  ====== 
 

For the financial year ended 31 March 2013 the company was entitled to 
exemption from audit under section 477 Companies Act 2006.  No member 
of the company has deposited a notice, pursuant to section 476, requiring an 
audit of these financial statements under the requirements of the Companies 
Act 2006. 
 

The trustees acknowledge their responsibility for ensuring that the company 
keeps accounting records which comply with section 386 of the Act and for 
preparing financial statements which give true and fair view of the state of 
affairs of the company as at the end of the financial year and of its surplus or 
deficit for the financial year in accordance with the requirements of sections 
394 and 395 and which otherwise comply with the requirements of the 
Companies Act 2006 relating to accounts, so far as applicable to the 
company. 
 

These financial statements have been prepared in accordance with the 
provisions applicable to companies subject to the small companies regime 
within Part 15 of the Companies Act 2006 and with the Financial Reporting 
Standard for Smaller Entities (effective April 2008). 
 

Approved by the Board of trustees for issue on 14 May 2013. 
 
P WILSON – TRUSTEE 
 

Company Registration Number: 1069860 
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Dear Cuttings and Council 

 

On 8th June my son Richard and I on his narrowboat Unicorn were unable to 
enter Hurleston Bottom Lock due to a bulge in the left-hand wall about 10 
feet in from the bottom gate.  We measured the centre of the lock where the 
walls are straight at exactly 7 feet wide.  Unicorn is exactly 6 feet 11inches 
wide and last navigated the Llangollen Canal in the 1980s without a problem, 
though we found the second lock up at Hurleston very tight.  

 

Unicorn was built by Malcolm Braine in 1972 and we have accurately 
measured her to verify that she has not spread since.  It seems, therefore, 
that the lock has narrowed to exactly 6 feet 10 inches in the bulged area, 
which leaves no safety margin for slight defects in a boat's beam or for 
trapped flotsam in the water.  I think it essential that the lock is restored to a 
uniform width of 7 feet, as originally built.  Otherwise more boats will be 
denied entry, adversely affecting traders along the canal and harming the 
campaign to restore the Montgomery Canal. 

 

I understand that the Canal & River Trust will dewater the lock in December 
to survey it and to assess what remedial action is required.  I hope the 
Society will support my request that the necessary repairs are carried out at 
the same time. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Nicholas Bostock 
Chairman of SUCS from 1975 and member of the Montgomery Waterway 
Restoration Trust 

Hurleston Bottom Lock 

Response from Council 

We are very much aware that Hurleston bottom Lock is one of the tightest on 
the canal system.  We understand from C&RT that the lock will be drained 
and surveyed during this winter’s stoppage programme and we will liaise  
with C&RT after the survey regarding future works. 
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For most of us, the northern end of the Shropshire Union main line ends at 
Ellesmere Port.  However for some more intrepid members the journey 
doesn’t need to end there.  Vic and Eileen Moses joined a group crossing the 
Mersey via the Manchester Ship Canal.  Here is Vic’s account of the trip 

 

It all began with an e-mail from Mike Carter of the IWA Chester and 
Merseyside, inviting boaters to join him on a trip to Liverpool docks from 
Ellesmere Port via the Manchester Ship Canal and River Mersey.  A great 
deal of interest was shown and eventually 10 boats signed up.  We were all 

advised to obtain transit information from Peel Ports and given a rough 
estimate of costs (in the end, about £100).  We were also obliged to book our 
berths in Salthouse dock Liverpool and passage on the Liverpool Link to 
return to the canal system.  Mike kept in touch and as the chosen date of 
Sunday 7

th
 July 2013 approached he up-dated us on the weather forecasts, 

which we were amazed to find promised good weather for the trip.  My wife, 
Eileen and I set off from our mooring at Henhull Bridge on Lyndsey Jane on 
Sunday 30

th
 June and met up at Barbridge with Peter and Ruth on Dream of 

Avalon and Dave and Helen on Dreamsong 2.  (Good meal in the Barbridge 

Narrow Ferry ‘cross the Mersey 

Crew assembled in Salthouse Dock 
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Inn.)  Our little convoy headed up the Shroppie on 1
st
 July, pausing for the 

night at the Shady Oak visitor moorings. Next morning began well and we 
cruised without incident to Chester, although the sky looked gloomy 
overhead.  We managed to moor breasted up at Tower Wharf in Chester 
before the heavens opened, joining Brian and Linda on Eden Keel and Bill 
and Jen on Jemsabi 2.  Ray and Pauline on Carmel Marie were not so 
fortunate and arrived in the middle of the storm.  The next day dawned dry 
and I do not think we have seen any rain since!  The Surveyor, confusingly 
also called Mike Carter, inspected all six boats plus Lord Toulouse with 
Andrew and Wendy on board who had also arrived by this time.  He gave us 
all our Seaworthiness Certificate for transit on the Ship Canal.  He seemed 
most concerned about life jackets, fire extinguishers and anchors, advising us 

to use mud weights if necessary rather than anchors due to the problem of 
recovering the latter.  He did not seem too concerned about our 15 m warps 
even though this is a stipulation made by Peel Ports (who probably have 
shares in a Rope Manufacturers!).  The other boats making the trip had been 
inspected earlier at Tilstone. 
 

We set off on Thursday 4
th
 July for Ellesmere Port and although progress 

was slow due to the dreaded plastic bags and lack of depth everyone 
reached the Boat Museum without any trips down the weed hatch.  I was 
surprised that the weed cover which plagues this part of the canal was not 
much in evidence and any people we met were very friendly.  We locked 

About to enter the Mersey 



 

Cuttings Autumn 2013 Page 18 

down into the lower basin around mid-afternoon and were joined before 
evening by John and Jackie on Tess No1, Roger and Ros on Turnothworld 
and finally our leader Mike on Black Pearl.  We were left to our own devices 
until our final briefing at 2.00 pm on 6

th
 July in the Tom Rolt Centre when 

Roger on Turnothworld agreed to be lead boat and we arranged to “buddy 
up” on the trip rather than do what Peel Ports advised which was for 
Narrowboats to breast up.  Mike also asked those who had VHF to tune to 
channel 77 and he would communicate with the lock-keepers at Eastham and 
Brunswick. 
 

The fateful day dawned bright and sunny and although everyone was 
nervous about the trip, having seen several large tankers making the 
passage to and from Stanlow, we were pleased to be underway, locking 
down by the Holiday Inn two boats at a time into the layby and turning left into 
the Ship Canal about 9.00 am.  What a pleasant trip!  The water was calm 
and although we passed several ships tied up we did not meet one on the 
move all the way to Eastham, which took just over an hour. 
 

A freighter from Moldova was already in the lock but all 10 boats fitted in 
easily, the first three requiring the 15 m warps but the rest of the boats 
breasted up.  The helpful and cheery lock keepers let us down gently the 10ft 
onto the Mersey, which had almost reached high tide, and the freighter pulled 
steadily ahead, only opening up her engines when well away from us.  The 
five pairs of boats then headed up the estuary following the buoys which are 
sited on the Wirral side of the tideway, all the way until virtually opposite the 
Three Graces on Liverpool Pierhead.  We then headed across the tideway, 
encountering some slightly choppy water for the first time and avoiding one or 
two yachts which were tacking across the river.  The first eight boats to arrive 
at Brunswick lock were able to enter the lock at once and the other two had 
to hold station whilst the lock was cleared for them.  We then had a gentle 

Flotilla approaching the Three Graces 
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cruise past Liverpool Marina and through several docks lined with new 
apartment blocks, finally reaching Salthouse Dock in the early afternoon 
ready to enjoy the sights of Liverpool for the rest of the week.  For those who 
have not been to Liverpool by boat before, there are a few useful scraps of 
information which are not highlighted very well in the C&RT guidance notes 
you will receive when booking a berth.  There are good showers in the Albert 
Dock toilet area for our exclusive use, a boat comes from the Marina Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday and deals with pump-outs - £10, cassette emptying - 
£5 and also dispenses diesel - from a different tank! 
 

Rubbish is collected from the pontoons each morning Monday - Friday and 
the whole dock area is kept very clean.  We found that the best value for 
sight seeing is the combined Ferry/24hr bus tour, which is £9.00 per head for 
over 60s.  LV1 is a stone’s throw away and there is no shortage of pubs, 
restaurants and Museums.  It is also a good idea to check what shows are on 
because several of us enjoyed a good meal and watched the comedy “Ladies 
Day” at the Royal Court whilst we were in Liverpool. 
 

Unfortunately Mike Carter could not stay in Liverpool and left the next day, 
together with Turnothworld, Tess No1 and our friends Nigel and Lorna on 
Gooseander, who had come down the link from their mooring at Garstang. 
 

I can confidently speak for all of us when saying that the whole trip was 
excellent and thanks must go to Mike Carter, who went to a great deal of 
trouble negotiating on our behalf with the various official bodies and ensuring 
that nobody had any major problems at all. 
 

After the last supper in the 
Pumphouse on Sunday, six 
boats left the dock on Monday 
15

th
 July to travel the link back 

onto the Leeds & Liverpool 
Canal.  Finally, we made some 
very good friends on this trip 
and that made the whole event 
so enjoyable. 
 

Vic and Eileen Moses 
NB: Lyndsey Jane 

Mike Carter, organiser of the trip 
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Since the last issue of Cuttings, The Small Tasks Team Volunteers (STTV, 
the local independent team of 
volunteers) have held seven work 
parties – one on the Middlewich 
Branch, five on the SU Main Line 
and one on the Llangollen Canal. 
 

Chester Canal Heritage Trust 
together with the Canal & River 
Trust undertook restoration work on 
the Lengthman’s Hut (the Round 
House) at Tilstone Lock on the 
Shropshire Union Canal main line 
starting from 15 April for four days.   
After the site had been cleared and 
the scaffolding removed a small 
STTV team descended on the site 

on 9 May to complete the installation of 
the fence running up to the 
Lengthman’s Hut that was left 
unfinished at our November 2012 work 
party to facilitate restoration access to 
the Hut. 
 

Unfortunately the weather turned wet 

towards the end of the fence work, which 
prevented an additional job of applying a 
second coat of wood preservative to the 
fencing work undertaken in November 
2012.  That will now be for another day. 
 

On 30 May we had a very productive work 
party on Nantwich Embankment.  Some 26 
additional mooring rings within the existing 

Independent Small Tasks Team 
Volunteers 

Volunteers working at Tilstone 

The finished work at Tilstone 
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visitor moorings 
were installed.  This 
very busy mooring 
hotspot can now be 
used to better 
advantage with the 
addition of rings 
evenly spaced, 
which will allow 
visiting boats to 
moor safely and 
considerably reduce 
the use of mooring 
spikes being driven 
into the 
embankment/
towpath.  In addition signage 
posts, the milepost, the water 
point and the pedestrian 
counter were all repainted, all 
benches and picnic tables were 
retreated with wood 
preservative and the vegetation 
was cleared from around and 
over all existing mooring rings. 
 

The month of May saw a 
disturbing occurrence for user 
facilities on our waterway.  
Some enterprising individual 
decided they needed firewood and took their chainsaw to one of the picnic 
tables at Sykes Hollow.  Seat slats on one side were completely removed 
and a chain saw had been taken to the seat slats on the other side.  We 
presume that the miscreants were disturbed before completing their 

demolition.  However the STTV 
were able to repair it with an 
emergency additional work 
party on 6 June and to restore 
the table to its pre-vandalised 
state. 
 

On 26 June a work party was 
held at the request of the Canal 
& River Trust in the environs of 
Ellesmere Port Boat Museum 
at the northern end of the 
Shropshire Union Canal.  
Immediately adjacent to the 

Fitting new mooring rings at Nantwich 

STTV volunteers at Ellesmere Port 
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entrance to the Museum 
additional mooring rings 
were installed for visiting 
boats.  The local signage 
was also made good – 
the totem posts were 
repainted and the 
defaced signs replaced 
by new ones.  Redundant 
bolts rising out of the 
stone edge to the canal 
were also removed since 
they were a significant 
trip hazard. 

 

The Canal & River Trust have decided to convert the large store room in the 
middle of the lock keepers’ hut beside Hurleston top lock into a visitors’ 
information room and asked us to dejunk it before its conversion.  This we did 
on 4 July. 
 

In addition to the vandalism at Sykes Hollow other furniture on the system 
has been attacked.  On 11 July we restored two picnic tables at Brewood to 
their former glory.  One had been stripped of all bar one of the table slats 
some time ago and was in a much neglected state.  The other showed signs 
of being attacked with a chain saw.  New table tops were fitted to each and 
the revetment areas in which the tables were situated were tidied. 
 

A vandalised picnic table at Market Drayton was similarly restored on 18 July.  
The table was missing it seat slats and the cross members supporting the 
seats were damaged.  These damaged cross members were replaced and 
new seats slats installed.  The surrounding area was also tidied up. 
 

We also have a thief about who thinks it amusing to remove signage from 
posts, perhaps they are a collector?  These activities cause additional 
expense for C&RT, which as we all know is funded by the users - us! 
 

If you see evidence of damage, theft or misuse of facilities please photograph 
it or at least report it to C&RT at 
Northwich so that it can be made 
safe, replaced or repaired as 
necessary.  Alternatively, let us 
know and we will liaise with C&RT 
to rectify matters if possible. 
 

For further STTV information 
contact Paul Mills on 0151-336-
1049 or Maurice Ward on 01942-
260459/07791-350207. 

Damage to picnic table at Sykes Hollow 

Damaged table at Brewood 
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Refurbished table and revetment area 

Collection Box Income 

Collecting box income to the end of July is £436.  This is only from April as 
it's counted from the start of the financial year.  

 

Sarah Thursfield 

Montgomery Hedge-laying 

David Carter has kindly volunteered to organise hedge-laying workparties on 
the Montgomery Canal again this winter.  The dates are: 7 & 8 December 
2013, 11 & 12 January 2014 and 1 & 2 February 2014.  Please contact David 
(dcartersucs@hotmail.co.uk) for further information and to register. 

Ellesmere Festival 

The Ellesmere Festival takes place this year on 13th, 14th and 15th of 
September.  We will have our information boards on display at the yard 
where the blacksmith will be demonstrating his craft.  There will be a boat 
taking the public between Ellesmere Wharf and the yard.  Friday 13th 
September will be a Heritage Day.  For more information contact 
pmcl@btinternet.com. 

mailto:dcartersucs@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:pmcl@btinternet.com
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Lockwind held at Cholmondeston Lock from 23 - 27 May 2013. 
 

How time flies!  I am writing this report in July and by the time you read it the 
Autumn Lockwind  from 22nd to 26th August will have come and gone, too. 
 

In May, it was a successful event in as much as 212 boats went through the 
lock, 28 volunteers were inducted and £1,629.95 was raised.  The weather 
was cold and windy when erecting the gazebos and marquee, but held up 
over the weekend until Monday when heavy rain threatened.  So as not to 
pack wet tenting, we decided to slowly pack up during the afternoon and just 
as we had finished at 4.30pm the heavens opened.  But a pleasant weekend 
was had by all; let’s hope the August event goes just as well. 
 

MANY THANKS TO ALL WHO CAME, EITHER AS A VOLUNTEER OR AS A 
VISITOR. 
 

Anne Lindop Event Manager. 

A previous Cholmondeston Lockwind 

A bid of £3,850,000 has been submitted to the Heritage Lottery Fund for the 
Montgomery restoration.  We won’t know if we have come through the first 
round of consideration until September. 

May Bank Holiday Lockwind 

Heritage Lottery Fund Bid 
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http://www.nantwichcc.co.uk/
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We all extend a warm welcome to: 
 

Mr J Barrett and Family of Wolverhampton Mr and Mrs Mitchell of Pershore 
Mr and Mrs Powell of Saffron Walden Mr N Peabody of Nantwich 
Mr and Mrs Entwistle of Middlewich Mr N Allston of Bangor 
Mr and Mrs Cooke of Wallasey 
 

May I remind you that annual subscriptions were due on 1 July; if you have not 
yet paid, either by Standing Order or cheque, please do so now.  Last year, a 
number of members renewed their subscriptions by electronic bank transfer 
rather than the traditional cheque.  If you wish to use this option, please use 
the following bank details and include your membership number as an 
identifying reference: 
 

National Westminster Bank Sort Code: 55-50-05 Account No: 01630962 
 

A short email to me confirming your payment would help.  Renewal 
confirmation is by email wherever possible so please ensure that I have your 
current email address, particularly if you have recently changed your service 
provider.  Acknowledgements by email help keep postal costs to a minimum. 
 

You can contact me about these or any other membership matters at 28, 
Millfield Drive, Market Drayton TF9 1HS, telephone 01630 656525 or by email 
to sucsmemsec@btinternet.com. Ian Hendley 

Membership News 

 

 Page 27 Cuttings Autumn 2013 

Audlem Mill Canal Shop presented £160 on 3 July to the Shropshire Union 
Canal Society,  The donation, which will go into one of the Society’s canal 
improvement programmes, came from the profits of a book of coloured pen 
and ink sketches by Audlem artist Sheila M Webster, who drew a sketch of 
each of the 35 historic canal boats that attended the Audlem Festival of 
Transport in July 2012.  The book, “A Sketch of Time”, was the first book 
published by Canal Book Shop, based at Audlem Mill, alongside the 
Shropshire Union Canal.  They have recently published a second book, 
“Historic Working Narrow Boats Today”, which has nearly 600 colour 
photographs of 465 of these boats, which date from the 1830s to the 1950s. 
 

The photo below shows from left Anne Lindop (Vice Chairman of the 
Shropshire Union Canal Society), Sheila M Webster (the artist), Pat Wilson 
(Society Chairman), and Peter Silvester (Audlem Mill). 

Books at Audlem Mill 

For a copy of one of the books, contact Peter Silvester at Audlem Mill Canal 

Shop at The Wharf, Audlem, Cheshire, CW3 0DX, Tel: 01270 811059, Fax: 

07006 022604 or see www.audlemmill.co.uk 

mailto:wharfhouse@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:sucsmemsec@btopenworld.com
http://www.audlemmill.co.uk
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Stamps, Cartridges & Recycling 

We are still doing well with sales - the total for this year is now £434.00.  
Please keep everything coming in and I will get the best price for the items 
that I can.  Thank you to all those listed below; your little messages with 
some are much appreciated, thank you. 

P Bancroft 
S & P Barnett 
R & B Bowlby 
P Bradley and friends 
T Brindley 
D Brown 
F Buck 
R Buss 
A Chambers 
RT & D Claydon 
N Dodd 
J Eatough 

Firth family 
M Frances 
M & J Friend 
G & M Griffiths 
J Grlesik 
S & J Healey 
L Helyar-Brooke 
J Hills 
D Jones 
A Lindop 
J & P Lothian 
C Magner 

D Mawdsley 
J & R Meakin 
J & D McPheat 
C & T O’Brien 
A Osborne 
D & C Owen-Roberts 
R & J Riley 
J & M Shaw 
J & K Smith 
S & N Thursfield 
R Tinkler 
Cheshire WI 

International Guild of Knot Tyers 
 

Peter James is going to be out of action for a while so I have volunteered to 
take over the recycling of cartridges and mobile phones for a spell.  You can 
either arrange to get them to me or if you prefer, give me a ring (01270 
528296) and I will provide you with a Freepost envelope that you can fill and 
send yourself.  The envelopes are printed from SUCS and the money raised 
will be credited to the Society. 

Pat Wilson 

FOR SALE 
New Marine Alternator 70A/12V 
Cost £135, will accept £80.  Buyer to collect from Wardle 
 

15Kg Anchor suitable for rivers.  £30.00, buyer to collect from Wardle. 
 

Contact Pat Wilson on 01270 528296. 

Collection Box Distribution 

Help needed!  Do you live in the Chester area and have a few hours to spare 
sometimes?  If so, would you be willing to see if there are any establishments 
based between Chester and Ellesmere Port willing to have a Society 
collecting box?  You will be asked to leave a few Society leaflets when you 
empty the boxes twice a year.  If you can help, please contact Pat Wilson 
01270 528296 for a chat. 
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We serve traditional South African 
cuisine such as Bobotie, Durban curry, 
game including crocodile and springbok.  
We also serve steak, fish, pasta, 
chicken, vegetarian etc. 

 

1 South Pier Road, Telfords Quay, 
Ellesmere Port, CH65 4FL 
 

Reservations 0151 355 1163 
www.jabularestaurant.co.uk 

On the ship canal waterfront close to the National Waterways Museum. 

No. 1 on Trip Advisor 

10th Anniversary Year 

Chas Hardern Boats Ltd est 1972 

 
 

Family run 2 - 6 berth warm and comfortable narrowboats for hire.  All year 
cruising.  Short breaks generally available.  Dog friendly.  Excellent tuition.  

 
 

Services on site: diesel, gas, pump-out, gift shop. 

 
 

Also: Gas Safe engineer, 24hr breakdown service.  40 years experience with 
all engine and internal boat repairs. 

 
 

Members of IWA, BMF, APCO, FSB  Hireboat  handover external audit  

 
 

T: 01829 732595 E-mail: Chasboats@aol.com Web: www.chashardern.co.uk 

 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Chas-Hardern-Boats/239576126090656?ref=ts&fref=ts
mailto:chasboats@aol.com
http://www.chashardern.co.uk


 

Cuttings Autumn 2013 Page 30 

Cheshire Cat Narrowboat Holidays 
 
Hire one of our comfortable, 2 - 8 berth narrowboats 
to explore the beautiful canals of Cheshire, 
Shropshire and North Wales.  Take the trip of a 
lifetime over the world-famous Pontcysyllte Aqueduct, 
visit historic Chester, the Anderton Boat Lift or cruise 
around the Four Counties or Cheshire Rings. 
Based at Overwater Marina, just north of Audlem. 
 

Full tuition given, pets welcome at no extra charge. 
 

www.cheshirecatnarrowboats.co.uk 
Call 07867 790195 for more details. 
 

Cheshire Cat Training 
Narrowboat Handling courses to suit all abilities.  Half
-day basic boat handling, RYA Inland Waterways 
Helmsman and Inland Waterways Crew certificates, 
two day Life Afloat courses. 
 

Phone 07867 790195 for details of our next course. 
 
www.cheshirecattraining.co.uk 

M & L Canal Services 
 

• Boat Safety Scheme Examinations and remedial work 

• Breakdown and Call-out service 

• Engine Servicing and repairs 

• Plumbing and Electrical work 

• LPG gas installations, testing and repairs  

• Gas Safe registered 
 
Call Mark on 07970 384047 
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The Audlem Festival of Transport is held at the end of July.  Started about ten 
years ago, there were only road vehicles until 2009, when the first Gathering 
of Historic Boats was held at the same time on the Shropshire Union Canal in 
Audlem, reflecting the fact that the canal has been a major contributor to the 
local economy since it opened in 1835.  This year, a record 38 boats 
attended, ranging in age from the 1880s to 1959, making it now one of the 
largest gatherings of historic boats on the canal system. 
 

The whole event is free for visitors to attend, and 28 July was a wonderfully 
hot and sunny day, marred only a very heavy but short downpour in the 
middle of the afternoon.  Record crowds poured into Audlem for the day. 
 

Around noon on the Sunday, around 300 old cars, buses and motorbikes 
assembled on the village green at Hankelow, a mile or so from Audlem and 
processed en masse into Audlem, taking up their preallocated spaces on the 
village playing field, where they stayed for the rest of the afternoon.  A very 
large number of visitors came to see the beautifully kept vehicles, some 
muttering about having learnt to drive in one of those cars, so how can it be 
historic already! 
 

Audlem Festival of Transport 

Grand Union Town class motors Darley 

(left) and Whitby, the latter in Threefellows 

Carrying livery (photo by Derek Jones) 

http://www.cheshirecatnarrowboats.co.uk
http://www.cheshirecattraining.co.uk
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The cars were less than one hundred yards from Audlem Wharf, the focus of 
the gathering of historic boats, so most visitors to Audlem saw both 
collections.  Audlem Wharf is one of C&RT’s “honeypot” sites, and is 
certainly very well known, with Audlem Mill, converted 40 years ago into one 
of the first canal shops, and the Shroppie Fly pub, which opened around the 
same time.  There’s a working wharf paved in engineering bricks, which is 
still regularly used by C&RT boats and others, and a crane, as well as a 
Telford lock cottage and lock 13 of the Audlem flight of 15 locks.  It is a 
classically quintessential canal scene. 
 

This boat gathering is unusual in that it is believed to be the only one held on 
a flight of locks.  The boats are moored in the bottom three pounds, and are 
breasted up so that they all fit.  There are far more boats than would ever 
have been seen at Audlem in the canal carrying days, but it all looks right. 
 

At Audlem Wharf were Saturn, a Shroppie fly-boat restored to more or less 
original 1906 condition, and Gifford, a horse drawn Thomas Clayton decked 
boat designed for carrying tar.  It had been towed to Audlem by Spey, a 
Bolinder engined Clayton motor, which was moored next to it.  It is now rare 
to see such a pairing, and these boats proved a considerable attraction.  
Seeing them come up the locks was a wonderful sight. 
 

In the pound below was Elizabeth, a Fellows, Morton & Clayton day boat 
built in the 1880s and converted in 1936 to be a sailing boat with living 

Moored right are Thomas Clayton boats Spey, a 

motor, and horse boat Gifford, which came to the 

Festival as a pair (photo by Derek Jones) 
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accommodation.  The cabin shape is very unusual, and Elizabeth is reputed 
to be the oldest converted working narrow boat.  Also in this pound was 
Pacific, a Stewarts & Lloyds tug. 
 

Other boats included former FMC steamers Empress, Victory, Viceroy, and 
Marquis and several other FMC boats, Samuel Barlow’s Beatty and Gort, a 
good selection of Grand Union Star and Town class boats, and 
representatives from the fleets of W H Cowburn & Cowpar, British 
Waterways, Midlands & Coast, and Stewarts & Lloyds, plus a selection of 
converted Birmingham station boats. 
 

One of the boats at Audlem was the Grand Union Star class Scorpio, now 
part of C&RT’s heritage fleet.  But in 1977, under BW ownership, it was used 
by Bob and Dot Shepherd who live at the lock cottage at Audlem Wharf, to 
move their house contents from Market Drayton to Audlem.  The skipper then 
was boatman John Blunn, who was also at the event, with former boatwoman 
Mavis Waldron on the Midlands & Coast motor The North. 
 

The Audlem flight of locks was one of the first places that British Waterways 
used volunteers as lock keepers and rangers about four years ago, and two 
of the original volunteers (David Williams and Joe Halligan) were joined by 
newer recruits and other volunteers from locations in Cheshire and 

Many of the crews of the historic boats by fly boat Saturn and tar boat Gifford at Audlem Wharf 

(photo by David Williams) 
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surrounding counties to keep the boat traffic moving.  This was done very 
successfully, in spite of the fact that the breasting up of historic boats meant 
that there was only single file traffic in three lock pounds. 
 

The historic boats gathering was organised by Peter and Christine Silvester 
of Audlem Mill, with Sue Cawson (well known to a large number of boaters) 
on the Grand Union and later John Knill boat Thea acting as harbour master.  
She did a tremendous job in fitting all the boats in, with few problems, though 
most historic boat owners know that it is best to do what Sue suggests! 
 

At Audlem Mill, popular canal novelist Geoffrey Lewis signed books, while 
Peter Silvester and David Williams signed copies of their new book “Historic 
Working Narrow Boats Today”, which features photos of 465 working boats.  
Local watercolourist Sheila M Webster was painting canal scenes. 
 

Nearly all the boat crews, lock volunteers and other helpers went to the now 
traditional Saturday evening event (this year, a hog roast) in the garden of the 
lock cottage.  This is a key part of the event, as it enables everyone to get 
together for an informal chat, and the setting is wonderful.  The garden looks 
out over fields to the timbered early seventeenth century Moss Hall. 
 

Though the vehicle part of the Festival is a Sunday only event, all the boats 
are in Audlem all weekend because of the distances they have to travel, so 
from next year, the Gathering of Historic Boats will become a two day event, 
giving visitors a choice of days.  The dates for 2014 are 26-27 July. 
 

Bob and Dot Shepherd with Mavis Waldron and John 

Blunn, former captain of Scorpio, which moved their house 

contents to Audlem in 1977 (photo by Derek Jones) 
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Photos used by permission of the copyright owners 

Fundraising Total for Recycling 

The total for the year from 1 April to date is £24.00.  Thank you very much to 
Mr and Mrs Morley NB Sarnia for their cartridges. 

BOAT SAFETY EXAMINATIONS 

RCD DOCUMENTATION and CE-MARKING** 

All at sensible prices 
NO TRAVEL CHARGES ANYWHERE IN THE NORTH WEST INCLUDING 

THE LLANGOLLEN CANAL AND MOST OF THE SHROPPIE 

A friendly and helpful family boater 

who takes a common sense approach to the Examination 
 

Boating Connections 

Chairman of the Preston Brook Boat Owners’ Association 

Representative to the North West Region of the AWCC 

Member of the IWA Chester Branch 

National Chairman of the Association of Boat Safety Examiners and Surveyors 

Member of the Boat Museum Society and the Whitchurch Waterway Trust  

 

** a requirement if you wish to sell a non CE marked boat less than 5 years old 
 

Please ring BRIAN HAYES on 01928 732444 

or mobile 07702 262742 

Towpath Improvements at Wardle 

A planning application submitted for a new industrial area in Wardle is set to 
provide towpath improvements through to Barbridge if it gets the go-ahead. 

Peter Silvester 
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RICHARD POTTER LTD 
 

Supplier of Quality Hardwoods, Softwoods and Sheet Materials to 

many Narrowboat Owners 

 

We always have large stocks of veneered and marine plywood together 

with extensive stocks of other sheets, hardwoods, etc. 

We offer a full cutting to size and machining service. 

Local delivery service. 

 

Millstone Lane, Nantwich, Cheshire CW5 5PN 

Telephone 01270 625791 Fax 01270 610483 

 

Monday - Friday 8:00 am to 5:00 pm 

Saturday 8:30 am to 4:30 pm 

Sunday (stock and shop sales only) 10:00 am to 1:00 pm 

 

Website address www.fortimber.demon.co.uk 

E-mail richardpotter@fortimber.demon.co.uk 

 

 

R J MARINE 
 

 

ALL ASPECTS OF ENGINEERING 

CALL OUT SERVICE 

ENGINE SERVICE AND INSTALLATIONS 

FIT OUTS AND REFITS (cratches, lockers, etc) 

SAFETY AND COMPLIANCE WORK 

 

Telephone 01270 619426 and ask for Joan 

Mobile    07849 039661 

Email   joan.adair@btconnect.com 
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Recycling Mobile Phones 

A big thank you goes to Mr and Mrs Bolsover from Trefriw near Llanrwst who 
have recently sent in two mobile phones for recycling for Society funds.  If 
you have any old mobiles please contact Pat Wilson 01270 528296 

Watervoles at Nantwich on Film 

A new film has been made, 
tracking a watervole community 
on the Shroppie near Nantwich.  It 
can be viewed on the internet at: 
http://
www.cheshirewildlifetrust.org.uk/
news/2013/06/24/new-film-shines
-spotlight-water-voles 

http://www.fortimber.demon.co.uk
mailto:richardpotter@fortimber.demon.co.uk
mailto:joan.adair@btconnect.com
http://www.cheshirewildlifetrust.org.uk/news/2013/06/24/new-film-shines-spotlight-water-voles
http://www.cheshirewildlifetrust.org.uk/news/2013/06/24/new-film-shines-spotlight-water-voles
http://www.cheshirewildlifetrust.org.uk/news/2013/06/24/new-film-shines-spotlight-water-voles
http://www.cheshirewildlifetrust.org.uk/news/2013/06/24/new-film-shines-spotlight-water-voles
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Old News 

Closure of the railway station at Gnosall in September 1964 prompted the 
local community to urge vigilance in case the Shropshire Union Canal was 
also closed.  The publican, shopkeeper and vicar all reported an increase in 
Summer visitors from boats moored on the canal.  Thanks to John Myers of 
the Shrewsbury and Newport Canals Trust for sending an article from the 
Staffordshire Newsletter. 

SUCS has received lovely thank yous from members Jim and Madeline Shaw 
(Water Travel) and Jill Cox.  Your cards and notes are very much 
appreciated. 

Thank yous 

Talk At Overwater Marina 

When I arrived at Overwater Marina, in the midst of the raft race, I heard an 
announcement over the tannoy for the afternoon’s talks.  Nantwich Museum 
were due to talk on the History of the Shropshire Union Canal and I was due 
to talk about the Shropshire Union Canal Society.  This was news to me as I 
was expecting to talk about the History of the Shroppie.  It transpired that 
three groups had been asked to put forward a speaker with the same subject 
and since the IWA had declined, that then left two speakers with the same 
topic.  The talk Catherine had prepared for me was put back in my bag and I 
did an off-the-cuff talk about SUCS, trying to put 45 years into ten minutes 
without any planning!  I hope I put over a reasonable picture! 

Pat Wilson 

Montgomery Canal Visitor Survey 

During March and April 2013 Pat was involved in collecting visitor views on 
the Montgomery Canal towpath.  A total of 47 surveys were completed, 
roughly half of those in March when the weather was very cold with the 
remaining interviews during April when the weather was better.  The survey 
results highlight the importance of the canal for recreational activities and 
most visitors agreed that the towpath has a good surface.  People would also 
like to see the canal opened up for navigation, would like to see it fully 
maintained and in general they think that it is very important for wildlife and 
for peace and quiet.  The survey results have now been sent off with the 
funding bid. 
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Tel: 01270 525 041 E-Mail: info@aqueductmarina.co.uk 

Church Minshull Aqueduct Marina, The Outlanes, Church Minshull, Nantwich, Cheshire CW5 6DX 

Cake Decorating 

Our chefs at The Galley, Sylvia and Sarah, have 
recently attended a ten week cake decorating 

course at Reaseheath College.  Examples of their 
creations include a sewing box complete with 
cotton reels, make-up bags, a narrowboat, an 
exploding parcel, a thirteenth birthday cake a 
double decker bus and a Doctor Who Tardis! 

World’s Biggest Coffee Morning  

We will be taking part in the World’s Biggest 
Coffee Morning on 27 September to raise money 
for Macmillan Cancer Support.  The Galley will be 
hosting our very own tea party serving platters of 
afternoon tea, homemade cakes, sandwiches and 

cream scones.  All profits to Macmillan Cancer  
Support 

 
 
 

Halloween Themed Night 
Look out for our Halloween Themed Night in 

October.  See our website for more information. 

The Galley Social Nights  
The Galley at Aqueduct Marina is now hosting 
‘Social Nights’ once a month. 
 
The most recent Social Night was our Summer 
Jam Night, which was very successful. 
 
Check the website or ‘like’ us on Facebook to 
get the latest details of our forthcoming events 
including our Macmillan Charity Social Evening.  
All welcome. 

You can find us on... 

*** Special Offer *** 
~Buy one get one free on 

our homemade tray 
bakes~ 

 
*one token to be used 
per transaction, offer 
valid until 31 October 

2013. 

http://www.aqueductmarina.co.uk/
mailto:info@aqueductmarina.co.uk
http://www.aqueductmarina.co.uk/galley
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Last October, the Shrewsbury & Newport Canals Trust was contacted by a 
video producer going under the name of The Bald Explorer, otherwise known 
as Richard Vobes.  Discussions led to a film about the S&N Canals and titled 
An Abandoned Canal. 
 

Richard has made several videos on a range of subjects with a historical bias 
and this one in particular is well worth a watch if you are interested in getting 
a feel for what an abandoned canal is like.  The video is entertaining and well 
presented, as are the others in his series. 
 

The film can be seen on Youtube at http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f0-
4Nyos4rg, where links to his other films can also be found (or put ‘bald 
explorer’ into the search bar’).  Alternatively they can often be found on the 
Community Channel, Freeview 87, although you will need to set your 
recorder as they are usually on in the middle of the night. 
 

Thanks to John Myers of the SNCT for information. 

Bald Explorer Videos 
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Wrenbury Marina Resurfaces 

Plans for a 200 berth marina at Wrenbury have been unveiled recently by 
local developer Oligra Town Planning, this one on the fields behind the 
Church and the Cotton Arms pub.  At present it is only a proposal as no plans 
have been submitted for planning permission. 
 

The proposed site is close to the powered lift bridge which is already a point 
of conflict between boaters and road users due to its slow rate of operation.  
There is substantial local opposition despite the proposers suggesting it 
would be a significant boost to the local economy.  One resident pointed out 
that he could not see any need for another marina in the neighbourhood, with 
several large marinas within a few miles, none of which are full. 
 

There have been several proposals for a marina in the Wrenbury area 
submitted to the Cheshire East Council Planning Department in recent years.  
All have been withdrawn following vigorous local opposition, much of it based 
on the effects of traffic on the narrow lanes and bridges in the surrounding 
area. 

Over the weekend of 20/21 July, Church Minshull Aqueduct Marina held two 
very successful events and raised over £1,100 for charity.  Marina Director 
Robert Parton said, “We were raising money for The Powered Wheelchair 
Appeal run by Helsby Golf Club and will be donating £1,000.  We have also 
made a £100 donation to the Saturn Project to help with their education 
programme and boat maintenance.” 
 

The money was raised with a ‘Boaters’ Bash’ featuring the Band, Aphrodite 
on Saturday evening and a ’Family Fun Day’ at the marina on the Sunday.  
Over 150 tickets were sold for the Boaters’ Bash and the band, Aphrodite 
from Wigan, offered a very popular mix of music from Blondie through to the 
Kaiser Chiefs.  A fish and chip stall on site also went down well and with the 
Galley bar open, the evening was a tremendous success. 
 

The Sunday Family Fun Day also proved very popular, particularly the dog 
show organised by Nantwich Vets, the set from the singing group The Funky 
Choir, the Cheese Boat and the model boats in the marina.  The Shroppie Fly 
Boat, Saturn was also there and gave visitors the opportunity to view the last 
purpose-built fly boat in existence.  Built for speed and to carry perishable 
cargo (like cheese) Saturn was designed to carry goods and people along 
the canals as fast as possible. 
 

Crewe Model Boat Club were also present, offering young and old alike the 
chance to try out radio controlled model boats.  There were many other stalls 

Marina Raises Over £1,100 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f0-4Nyos4rg
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f0-4Nyos4rg


 

Cuttings Autumn 2013 Page 42 

People’s Choice Winners 

Congratulations to Nantwich Canal Centre and Navigation Narrowboats on 
winning the People’s Choice Award at the Crick Boat Show with their boat, 
Emily.  Emily is most unusual in that the interior features reclaimed wood as 
well as new. 

on site during the day, including the Shropshire Union Canal Society. 
 

The Powered Wheelchair Appeal at Helsby Golf Club was set up in 1983 to 
raise £641 for a powered wheelchair for a local youngster.  The Appeal has 
continued and has now provided 314 powered wheelchairs for young people 
in Cheshire including James Harris from Shavington.  Today these chairs 
cost several thousand pounds each but allow much needed independence 
for disabled youngsters.  James’s mum Anya said, “We suggested the charity 
to the marina because having the electric wheelchair has made so much 
difference to James’s life.”  Robert Parton added, “We are so pleased to be 
able to donate such terrific sums to these very worthy causes and it’s 
fantastic that everyone had so much fun raising such an amazing amount.” 

Music from the Funky Choir during the Family Fun Day 
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Firefighters from Cheshire attended a Safety Afloat event near Nantwich to 
highlight the need for safety on the waterways. 
 

Along with other water based activities, Firefighters from Audlem and Chester 
put on an exercise using the water rescue boat.  Rich Meadows, watch 
manager at Audlem Fire Station, said, “This was a great event at which to 
provide boat owners with vital safety information and highlight the dangers 
they face both on the water and in their boats and narrowboats.  Because of 
the sometimes remote locations boats are moored in, it is also vital owners 
know what to do in the event of a fire so the crews were able to give advice 
around means of escape and smoke alarms.” 

 

For more information about all aspects of boat and water safety visit 
www.cheshirefire.gov.uk 

 

To add to the fun a raft race was staged which, along with pony rides, a dog 
show, falconry displays, stalls and live music raised £2,200 for the Royal 
National Lifeboat Institution over two days.  A marina spokesman said: 
“Audlem used to hold an annual raft race over 25 years ago and it’s fantastic 
to see this has been brought back to life in the marina.  Seven teams 
designed and decorated their hand-made rafts and competition was fierce.  A 
PRG Trailer’s team won the highly fought after trophy.  However, it was 
Audlem Fire Station’s crew who won best dressed raft for their fantastic 
Hawaii themed ‘Cheshire Fire-O’ raft, complete with inflatable palm tree, 
grass skirts and colourful Lei garlands!” 

 

“The other teams taking part in the fun included Overwater Narrowboat 
Services, Morris Dancers, Cheshire police’s ‘Canal Cops’, Audlem Football 
Club and the Audlem Scouts.” 

 

Rodney Cottrell, of the 
RNLI, added: “I am 
really proud of the 
enthusiasm, time and 
effort that so many 
people put into making 
the event a fantastic 
success and we are 
committed to making 
this an annual event.” 

Firefighters At Marina Fun Day 

http://www.cheshirefire.gov.uk/
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13 - 14 September Ellesmere Festival 
21 - 22 September Montgomery Work Party - please ring Mike Friend on 

01948 880723 or mobile 07909 912611 for more information. 
19 - 20 October Montgomery Work Party - please contact Mike Friend. 
9 November Shropshire Union Canal Society AGM Acton Village 

Hall 3.00 pm 
16 - 17 November Montgomery Work Party - please contact Mike Friend. 
November Audlem Fireworks Display 
7 December Welshpool Winter Festival 
7 - 8 December Hedgelaying Work Party - please contact David Carter 

on dcartersucs@hotmail.com for more information. 
11 - 12 January 2014 Hedgelaying Work Party - please contact David 

Carter. 
1 - 2 February Hedgelaying Work Party - please contact David 

Carter. 

Dates for your Diary 

Presentation to Mike Friend 

Audlem Festivals 

An amazing number of large events is held in Audlem every year, all put on 
non-commercially by volunteers.  There is the four day free music festival 
over the end of May bank holiday weekend, with typically around 80 
performers and bands, Party in the Park in July, a beer festival over the 
August bank holiday weekend, and an amazing firework display in 
November.  Later on, Father Christmas arrives by canal boat at the wharf!  All 
these events are listed on the village website, www.audlem.org  

Mike Friend was presented with 
the IWA Tetlow Cup for services 
to canal restoration by Alan Platt 
of the IWA at the Montgomery 
Canal Work Party on 18th May.   
 

For full reports on all the work 
parties, please see the SUCS 
website, 
www.shropshireunion.org.uk 
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Copy Deadlines 

There are four issues of Cuttings per year, published in June, September, 
December and March.  The copy deadline is 1st of the previous month, i.e.   
1 May, 1 August, 1 November and 1 February.  COPY WILL NOT BE 
ACCEPTED AFTER THESE DATES. 

Cuttings Editors David and Chris Owen-Roberts 01270 567492 
 35 Woodnoth Drive, Shavington, Cheshire CW2 5BW 
 E-mail: sucuttings@btinternet.com 
 

The views expressed in Cuttings are not necessarily those of the Shropshire 
Union Canal Society. 

Contacting Cuttings 

Articles for Cuttings 

We are always pleased to receive contributions for Cuttings.  Text, photos 
etc. can be sent by post or by e-mail.  If you are ‘no good at the words’ 
simply send us the basis of your idea with all the relevant details and we will 
gladly put an article together for you. 

 

HOLIDAY HOMES TO LET 
 

CHIPPING SODBURY, South Gloucestershire 
 

3 bed detached house, sleeps 6 people. 
Parking and gardens.  Fully equipped. 

Only 15 miles from Bath for Kennet & Avon Canal,  
or newly restored Cotswold Canal at Stroud. 

All weeks at only £200 per week. 
 

LLANGOLLEN, North Wales 
 

3 bed detached house, sleeps 6 people. 
Parking and gardens, with fantastic views over canal basin  

and hills from a large conservatory.  Fully equipped. 
All weeks at only £225 per week. 

 
Telephone Mike & Pat Warner 01606 553287 

or write to 26 Elmwood Grove, Winsford, Cheshire CW7 3UD 

http://www.shropshireunion.org.uk/montgomery-canal-restoration
http://www.shropshireunion.org.uk/montgomery-canal-restoration
mailto:dcartersucs@hotmail.co.uk
http://www.shropshireunion.org.uk
mailto:sucuttings@btinternet.com
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Support your Society; raise awareness and raise funds! 

 

Society Sweatshirts - S, M, L, XL, XXL £16.00 + £3.00 p & p 
Society Polo Shirts - S, M, L, XL, XXL   £14.00 + £3.00 p & p 
Society Teeshirts -  S, M, L £10.00 + £3.00 p & p 
Society Cap £3.90 + £2.50 p & p 
Embroidered Badges £3.50 + £1.00 p & p 
Boat/Car Stickers £0.50 + SAE 

 

For any of the above contact: 
Ian Hendley, 28 Millfield Drive, Market Drayton, TF9 
1HS, telephone 01630 656525 or e-mail sucsmemsec@btinternet.com.  
Cheques should be made payable to the Shropshire Union Canal Society.  
Items may also be purchased from the Society’s website, 
www.shropshireunion.org.uk via PayPal. 

The Society’s Slop Chest 

Advertising in Cuttings 

The advertising rates are: 

 

Quarter page: £50.00 for one year (four issues) 
Half page:  £75.00 for one year (four issues) 
Full page:  £125.00 for one year (four issues) 

 

There is a 10% discount for Commercial Members.  The advertising year 
starts with the Summer issue of Cuttings (copy date, 1 May) but adverts are 
accepted at other times of the year on a pro rata basis.  To find out more 
please contact Advertising Manager, Roger Beswick on 01244 332553, fax 
01244 330122 or e-mail haslemere@chester50.plus.com. 

Discounts from our Advertisers 

The following advertisers are offering discounts to members:  Boat Safety 
Examiner Neal Dodd and Alvechurch Boat Centres Wrenbury.  Church 
Minshull Aqueduct Marina are offering discounts in their café and Nantwich 
Canal Centre offer discounts in their shop. 

Please Support our Advertisers 

Mention that you saw their advert in Cuttings. 
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I hereby apply for election as a member of the above Society and agree to 
abide by the rules of the Society.  I enclose my remittance for ………………..* 
being my subscription for the year ended 30 June 201… 
 
 
Signed  …………………………………………………..   Date  ………………….. 
PLEASE PRINT IN BLOCK CAPITALS 
 
 
Name  ………………………………………………… (Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms/Dr/Rev) 
 
 
Address  ……………………………………………………………………………… 
 
 
……………………………………………………………...Post Code  …………… 
 
 
Telephone  ……………………………  E-mail  …………………………………… 
Single, Joint, Family: £10  Juniors under 18: £5  Life Membership £200 
If you are applying for Junior Membership please state your age here ………. 
 

Membership Number (for renewals)  ……………………………………………… 
If you are a United Kingdom tax payer please s ign the Gift Aid declaration 
below to enable the Society to reclaim the tax paid on your donations 
(including subscriptions). 
 

Name of Society: The Shropshire Union Canal Society 
I want the charity to treat all donations I have made over the last four years 
and all donations I make hereafter as Gift Aid donations. 
 
 
S ignature  ……………………………………………………..  Date …………….. 
 If is more convenient for you it helps the Society if you pay by Standing 
Order or direct transfer.  Please ask for the appropriate form or set it up with 
your bank using National Westminster Bank Sort Code 55-50-05, account 
number 01630962 and give your membership number as the identifying 
reference.  If you pay automatically PLEASE LET THE MEMBERSHIP 
SECRETARY KNOW.  Please send completed forms to: Ian Hendley, 
Membership Secretary, 28 Millfield Drive, Market Drayton, TF9 1HS. 
Telephone: 01630 656525  E-mail: sucsmemsec@btinternet.com 

Application for Membership or Membership Renewal of 

the Shropshire Union Canal Society 

mailto:sucsmemsec@btinternet.com
http://www.shropshireunion.org.uk/the-society/merchandise
mailto:haslemere@chester50.plus.com
http://www.shropshireunion.org.uk/the-society/merchandise
mailto:sucsmemsec@btinternet.com
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