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Editorial 

It’s been a busy autumn around 
our canals, not least for the 
Montgomery.  We report on 
some of those events.  
Hopefully Heritage Lottery 
Funding is now looking like a 
real possibility to make some 
positive progress on linking up 
the Northern and Welshpool 
sections. 
 

Many people comment on how 
good the Shropshire Union 
system is for visitor moorings, 
benches and picnic areas.  Not 
everyone though realises that these are put in place by the Society.  It makes 
a good opening to suggest to people that they can support this work by 
joining the Society.  At only £10 a year it must be one of the cheapest 
societies to join, and you get four issues of a full colour magazine as well.  So 
if someone mentions to you about the visitor facilities, please point them in 
the direction of the website where they can find a joining form.  Many marinas 
in the area also carry details of the Society and of course there is a 
membership form in the back of Cuttings.  Sadly, a few of the amenities 
provided by the Society have been vandalised recently and as you will see 
from their report, the Small Tasks Team Volunteers have been busy repairing 
the damage. 
 

Society news focuses around our successful fundraising at Lockwinds, with 
collection boxes and recycling also doing well.  Keep the items coming in!  
Canal news this quarter reports on some great events along our canals, 
progress for the Shrewsbury and Newport Canals Trust as well as C&RT 
stoppages and the winter maintenance programme.  Things are happening 
along ‘our’ canals and as Jim Forrester said in his talk at the AGM, there is 
plenty to be optimistic about for the future. 
 

We have had a couple of comments about the quality of the envelopes used 
to send out Cuttings.  We have discussed it with the printers and for a small 
additional cost they are going to try a better quality envelope.  Your feedback 
will be appreciated.  Alternatively you can ask the Membership Secretary Ian 
Hendley to put you on the email distribution list and receive your own pristine 
digital copy! 
 

We hope you enjoy this issue and wish you happy boating! 
 

David and Chris Owen-Roberts 
Editors of Cuttings 

Visitor moorings at Wharton’s Lock 
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Chairman’s Report to the AGM 

It does not seem like twelve months since I took office as Chairman with 
Anne Lindop as Vice Chairman.  We have worked together and shared the 
load of the Society business.  The post of Chairman had been so ably carried 
by Terry O’Brien for the previous eight years, for which we would like to 
acknowledge grateful thanks here.  Terry has continued to be of support to 
us as we settle into the roles. 
 

Almost as soon as this year commenced, illness seemed to strike with a 
vengeance!  Three members of Council had major surgery followed by many 
weeks of treatment and one of the new editors of Cuttings, David, also 
experienced a similar medical regime, diagnosed before their first issue of 
Cuttings was complete.  In addition, several members of Council had to cope 
with illnesses within their families.  In spite of all this everyone continued to 
help with the work of the Society as much as they could, for which we are 
grateful.  We hope the coming year will be a big improvement health-wise. 
 

During the year the Society has held two successful lockwinds, supported by 
lots of helpers.  Volunteer work on the restoration of the Montgomery Canal 
has continued well and is at the point where we hope the present section 
from Redwith Bridge to Pryces Bridge will be complete by mid May 2014. 
 

In October we had the good news that the Montgomery Canal Partnership’s 
bid to the Heritage Lottery Fund had come through the first round with the 
awarding of a £160,000 development grant.  Much thanks must go to Alex 

Restoration in progress on the Redwith Bridge to Pryces Bridge section in 2012 
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Ball for all the work she put into obtaining this.  Work will now proceed under 
a new Project Manger who will put together information for the second round 
bid for £3.7 Million. 
 

Meanwhile, on the Main Line, volunteers continued with enhancement work 
under the guidance of Andy Helyar-Brook until his resignation in July.  The 
Council hope that a replacement for Andy will soon be appointed. 
 

Many SUCS members have continued with volunteer work on the main line 
and the Montgomery Canal under C&RT volunteer leaders.  C&RT, rightly, 
have a Duty of Care Policy which we fully endorse.  Consequently the 
Society can no longer support the Work Party Initiative (WPI) where 
volunteers were working alone.  We very much hope that those members 
affected will continue to volunteer but under C&RT terms. 
 

Membership of the Society remains constant and much interest in the Society 
and its activities is shown by the public when we visit canal orientated events 
with our display boards and literature.  We always hope this will inspire 
people to join. 
 

In spite of the present economic situation the Society’s finances remain 
buoyant.  Thanks are expressed for the various ways in which our members 
contribute to our funds. 
 

We know that you all enjoy the new format of Cuttings and we sincerely thank 
David and Chris for all their hard work in producing it. 
 

Looking to the future, we will be having our lockwinds as usual in May and 
August and hopefully more enhancement work will take place under a new 
project officer. 
 

We will be keeping in contact with C&RT regarding a proposed mooring and 
picnic site on the Llangollen Canal between bridges 37 and 38. 
 

This year we did not hold a rally at Ellesmere in September, largely because 
insufficient volunteers were available at last year’s rally and the organisers 
were not available this year.  If anyone would like to take on this role or has 
any other ideas for an event, please contact Anne Lindop. 
 

If all goes to plan we hope there will be some kind of opening celebration 
when the Redwith Bridge to Pryces Bridge section of the Montgomery Canal 
is completed.  The ‘workers’ will then be able to have a much deserved 
‘party’. 
 

Lastly, our many thanks to Council members who are not standing for re-
election this time or have had to stand down.  We wish them well and look 
forward to their continued support of the Society. 

Pat Wilson 
Chairman 
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 Rowan is a highly 
skilled blacksmith 
having won the Best 
Blacksmith award 
from the National 
School of 
Blacksmithing.  He 
has also recently 
been awarded a 
certificate in heritage 
skills for 
blacksmithing.  Now 
established in the 
forge at the 
Waterway Yard, 
Ellesmere, Rowan is 
available to take on 
commissions as well 
as selling his very 
popular animal head 
pokers and a wide 
range of artistic 
ironmongery.  
Please ring or email 
for more details. 
 

Email: rowan_o_c@yahoo.fr 
Phone: 07593 830 200 
Facebook: South Saxon Forge 

The Blacksmith’s Forge                  www.saxonforge.co.uk 
Ellesmere Canal Yard, Birch Lane, Ellesmere,  SY12 9AA 

ROWAN TAYLOR,   BLACKSMITH 

Beeston Iron Lock 

During November, as part of this year’s restoration and repair work, the top 
end mitre gates at Beeston Iron Lock were replaced in order to keep the 
historic structure in working order.  The old gates date back to 1978 and were 
of composite design – the balance beam and gate leaves were steel and the 
head and heel posts were timber.  The replacement gates use a traditional 
timber planked/framed style. 
 

While the lock was drained, C&RT invited the public to walk inside this 
unique lock and see parts of it that are normally hidden under water.  We 
were there to see what mysteries lurk beneath the water and will report back 
with our findings in the next issue. 

mailto:rowan_o_c@yahoo.fr
http://www.saxonforge.co.uk
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Sunday 11th August saw another very successful Horses at Work event held 
at the National Waterways Museum at Ellesmere Port.  John Inch, general 
manager of the museum, said “the event is now well established in the 
Museum calendar with attendance numbers increasing each year and the 
event continues to grow in appeal and size”. 
 

The event was organised by Horse Boat Society members Barbara and Ken 
Catford and of course featured Sue Day with her working horse Bonnie.  
Several younger crew members were working with more experienced 
colleagues making up two crews for the morning and afternoon sessions.  In 
addition to displays of boat handling skills there were harnessing 
demonstrations and a farrier at work. 
 

The day was well attended and there was plenty to see.  In addition to the 
working boats there were working dogs Logie and Fozzie.  They are 
Leonbergers, an unusual breed used to transport ammunition and first aid 
supplies during both the first and second world wars.  They were 
demonstrated by Susie Jump of Jump Up Carriage Hire who was also giving 
rides in a traditional wagonette drawn by Irish draught cobs Duke and Charlie.  
Pony rides were on offer thanks to the Parkgate Pony Sanctuary, based on 
the Wirral, who care for some 40 rescued ponies.  Farrier Nick Freak was on 
hand to give shoeing demonstrations and Corinne Bamford gave a talk to 
explain the special skill of horse whispering. 
 

Star of the day though was Bonnie who carried out two short trips pulling 
Gifford, one of the few remaining original horseboats, to the winding hole and 
back, guided by Horse Boat Society Chairman Sue Day.  Now 21, Bonnie is 
in semi-retirement and just does short trips now, a far cry from her marathon 
Manchester to London trip in 2000! 

Horse Boating at the Museum 

Farrier Nick Freak at work 
Photo  John Inch 

Star of the day Bonnie 
Photo  Chris Kay 
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Wagonette rides with Duke and 
Charlie.  Photo  John Inch 

Sue Day, Bonnie 
and Gifford 
Photo  Chris Kay 

Leonbergers Fozzie & Logie 
Photo  John Inch 

Bonnie gets a manicure 

Photo  Ken Catford 
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August Bank Holiday Lockwind 

I arrived at the 
moorings at 
Cholmondeston in 
glorious sunshine on 
Wednesday afternoon 
wondering what the 
weekend would bring.  
About 7.00 pm Anne 
Lindop arrived with her 
son, a van and the 
faithful trailer storing 
the goods for the stall.  
There had been a 
problem earlier in the 
week with vehicles 
reversing 
unaccompanied along 
the towpath and the 
Canal and River Trust 
had put a lock on the access gate and insisted it was locked whenever the 
lock was not being worked by the Society.  The van was soon unloaded and 
everything secured for the night. 

 

Thursday brought another sunny day and a small group of 12 eager 
volunteers started to pitch the tents.  This was a steep learning curve for all of 
us as no-one present had ever erected the large tent.  We were missing the 
regulars who knew about these things.  The large and small tents went up 
without any problems.  By early afternoon all the tents were up, the van 
unloaded and the stall arranged to display the goods to their best advantage.  
Even though we were not collecting or selling, several generous boaters put 
contributions in our box; at the end of the day this amounted to about £80.00.  

Thank you very much boaters. 
 

The lockwind started in earnest 
on Friday with a clear bright start 
to the day.  13 happy volunteers 
wound 59 boats through the lock.  
A number of regular members 
were missing either through 
injury, work, or previous 
commitments. 
 

Saturday started with fine drizzle; 
extra volunteers arrived.  Spirits 
were kept up by regular supplies 

Some of the volunteers 

A well earned lunch break 
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of tea and biscuits.  16 
volunteers, one from as 
far afield as London, 
wound 55 boats through 
the lock. 
 

Sunday started very 
slowly and by lunch time 
only 12 boats had 
passed through the lock.  
Extra volunteers had 
arrived and the gaps 
between boats gave 
everyone the chance to 
catch up on news and 
gossip.  Trade picked up 
in the afternoon and by 
5.00 pm we had put 51 
boats through the lock. 
 

Monday was the busiest day.  61 boats and 21 volunteers.  Queues started to 
build as a leak developed overnight on the lower gates.  The lock emptied 
quickly but took ages to fill with the last 10 cm taking about 5 minutes.  
Boaters remained cheerful and accepted that we were doing our best and it 
would have taken longer had we not been there.  Canal & River Trust were 
contacted and the problem was being assessed on Tuesday morning.  By 
5.00 pm all had been packed away and the site left with no evidence of our 
visit. 
 

My thanks go to Anne and Pat for organising the weekend, to all the 
volunteers who gave up their time to help make the weekend a success and 
to all the boaters who so generously supported the Society at this event. 
 
For the number crunchers amongst you:- over the weekend 226 boats went 
through the lock, raising a 
total of £1,676.80 – that is 
over £7 per boat! 
 

John Whitehead. 

Packing up 

Not just marmalade, but pickles and chutney too! 
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Following the very successful Festival held in 
September 2012, another event is planned for 
6

th
 & 7

th
 September 2014.  However it needs 

your help! 
 

Dawn Aylwin writes on behalf of the Maesbury 
Festival Committee: 
 

There have already been a number of 
enquiries: Will there be another festival?  When 
is the next festival at Maesbury?  Can I book 
in?  With a few twisted arms the answer has to 
be yes.  But because the event has grown over 
the years the festival committee will need more 
help.  That sounds like we didn’t get much help 
last time!  We did; lots of help from boaters, members of SUCS, Friends of 
the Montgomery Canal and IWA Shrewsbury District & North Wales Branch 
members.  You all helped to make the festival a resounding success, so 
much so, we now need volunteers to take over the responsibility for various 
tasks such as: 
 

Maesbury Canal Festival 2014 

Saturn at the Maesbury Festival in 2012 
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Road Management: unfortunately we can’t guarantee the ford will be 
passable so there is only one way in to the site over a very narrow hump-
back bridge so the traffic has to be managed. 

 

Car Parking: there are 2 sites to co-ordinate and unfortunately all the scout 
and guide groups in the area have camps during the weekend! 

 

Stalls: welcoming stall holders on the day, showing them where to go and 
checking safety, risk assessments and insurance cover. 

 

Boat Trips: collecting and delivering the CRT trip boat from Ellesmere and 
running the trips.  Volunteer(s) will have to have the helmsman's 
certificate. 

 

Raffle: collect prizes and organise the raffle during the weekend. 
 

Even if you can’t help, don’t forget to note the date in your diary – the 
Maesbury Canal Festival is not to be missed. 
 

For details contact: 
Dawn 01691 830403 or shrewsandnwales@waterways.org.uk 

mailto:shrewsandnwales@waterways.org.uk
http://www.overwatermarina.co.uk/
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The Northern Canals Association is a group of canal societies in the north 
and north Midlands, mainly but not only involved in restorations, who meet 
two or three times a year.  In October John Dodwell, one of Canal & River 
Trust’s trustees, was asked to make a presentation to the Association on 
“The Trust one year on – what next and where does restoration fit in?” 
 

The key points in John’s  presentation were: 

• A recap on the first 12 months 

• Looking forward 

• Richard Parry’s appointment as Chief Executive, bringing a fresh 
approach 

• The next 3 years’ Plan, including the extra £10m from the Government 
contract in 2015-6 

• Waterway Partnership plans being developed 

• Use of this year’s £2m contingency provision 

• New £10m a year contracts for vegetation control and waste disposal 
show a £1m a year saving 

• Increased dredging planned – budget rising from £4m to £8m – which 
waterways are on the list in the next two years 

• Water abstraction licences regime looming 

• Restoration 

• Jason Leach’s appointment as Restoration Team Manager with two 
support staff being funded jointly with IWA 

• Helping non C&RT waterway restoration schemes 

• Montgomery Canal – through the first stage of a £3.9m HLF bid and 
what work would be achieved if full HLF approval were given 

• Asked the audience for their ideas on other fund raising sources – 
Local Enterprise Partnerships (in the light of the EU €6.2bn allocation to the 
UK for creating jobs and boosting local economic growth); Government’s 
Rural Development Programme and their Growing Places Fund 

• Volunteering is a central part of the Trust’s strategy – several examples 
were given 

• Everything is the garden is not rosy – still lots to do 
 

John Dodwell’s background and the full transcript of his presentation can 
be found at http://canalrivertrust.org.uk/about-us/governance/trustees.  In 
particular it gives a detailed account of how the Trust sees the ongoing 
restoration of the Montgomery Canal and what it hopes to achieve with the 
current funding bids.  

Presentation to the Northern Canals 
Association 
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In September Kevin Mann took the opportunity of getting a crow’s eye view of the 
Montgomery Canal at Llanymynech whilst having his chimney repaired. 

Bird’s Eye View 

http://canalrivertrust.org.uk/about-us/governance/trustees
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Looking for something to do in December? 
 

The National Waterways Museum at Ellesmere Port has a number of 
events lined up for December: 
 

Christmas Concert – December 6
th
 7.30 pm – tickets £7 

 

A mix of Christmas music and carols performed by the Wirral Singers and 
Ringers in the Museum’s Waterside Cafe.  The audience will be invited to 
join in with the carols and refreshments (coffee/tea and mince pies) are 
included the price. 
 

Santa Cruises 7
th
 & 8

th
, 14

th
 & 15

th
 and 21

st
 – 24

th
 December 

Three trips a day at 11:00, 12:45 and 14:30 
 

The ever popular Santa Cruises give families the chance to take a boat trip 
on the canal with Santa before following him to his workshop to be told a 
tale and get a present.  The event rounds off with refreshments. 
Tickets on sale from 1st October. 
 

"A Christmas CANAL" 21
st 

- 22
nd

 December 12:00 noon 
 

This is The Boaty Theatre Company's own take on the traditional Dickens 
Christmas classic.  A miserly old Dock Manager is visited by strange spirits 
and given the opportunity to change his ways and redeem his soul... but will 
he change?  Can he?  Tickets: Adults £5, Children (under 16) £2.50, Family 
(2 Adults, up to 3 Children) £14.  Children must be accompanied by an 
Adult. 
 

Norbury Wharf will also be doing special Santa Cruises on their trip boat 
Shropshire Star.  Contact the wharf for details:  info@norburywharfltd.co.uk 
 

The Society will be holding hedge-laying parties once a month.  See 
website for more details or ring David Carter (01244 661440) to get 
involved. 
 

Welshpool Winter Festival is being held on 7
th
 December with a street 

market, craft and community stalls in the Town Hall, entertainment, music, 
nativity scene and much more.  Event runs from 10.00 am till 4.00 pm. 
 

And further ahead… 
 

Norbury Canal Festival organised by the Shrewsbury & Newport Canals 
Trust and the Norbury C I Company, 3

rd
 & 4

th
 May.  More details at 

www.sncanal.org.uk. 
 

IWA National Campaign Festival is to be held in the Tower Wharf area in 
Chester, 6

th 
- 8

th 
June.  See IWA website for more details. 

 

Maesbury Canal Festival, Montgomery Canal.  Organised by the Friends 
of the Montgomery Canal and the local IWA branch.  Volunteers are 

Forthcoming Events 
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needed to help with this very popular event.  Please see the article on page 
12 for more details. 

Plans were submitted in September for a new marina close to Wrenbury 
Heath Bridge to the Northwest of the village.  This is effectively the same 
application that has been made several times before and subsequently 
withdrawn.  Indeed, many of the documents submitted still bear a 2009 date. 
 

Once again there is considerable local opposition, based largely on the poor 
road access to the proposed site.  The proposers state that there is a 
demand for moorings in the area despite the fact that Swanley Marina, only a 
couple of miles away, has several vacancies as do most of the other marinas 
in the area.  SUCS Council has also submitted an objection to the proposal 
as it will clearly be detrimental to the use of the Llangollen Canal, already 
struggling to cope with boat numbers at peak times. 
 

Many residents have expressed concerns about the increased boat traffic at 
the lift bridge which is notoriously slow to operate and can lead to cars being 
delayed for 15 – 20 minutes.  Decision date is 23

rd
 December.  Details can be 

found on the Cheshire East website, http://planning.cheshireeast.gov.uk/
ApplicationSearch.aspx, reference 13/4049N. 
 

And if that is not enough, a second application has just been submitted for 
another marina to the south of the canal behind the Church and the  Cotton 
Arms, even closer to the village.  This is the one we reported on in the 
Autumn issue of Cuttings, but then it was only an informal proposal.  Full 
planning permission is now being sought and the application can be seen on 
the Cheshire East website as detailed above, using reference 13/4286N.   
Alternatively, switch the search option to “Description of Development” and 
enter “marina” in the search 
criteria box to find both 
applications.   Local opposition 
is already mounting for much 
the same reasons as given 
above.  The lift bridge is again 
a major concern, especially as 
it is known to frequently break 
down.  See also:  
www.savewrenbury.co.uk 

Wrenbury Marina - Again! 

mailto:info@norburywharfltd.co.uk
http://www.sncanal.org.uk
http://planning.cheshireeast.gov.uk/ApplicationSearch.aspx
http://planning.cheshireeast.gov.uk/ApplicationSearch.aspx
http://www.savewrenbury.co.uk


 

Cuttings Winter 2013 Page 18 

Independent Small Tasks Team 
Volunteers 

Since the last issue of Cuttings, The Small Tasks Team Volunteers (the local 
independent team of volunteers, STTV) have been out and about on the cut 
some eight times. 
 

On 8 August, at the request of the 
Canal & River Trust, the C&RT 
inspection boat “Cerys” was relocated 
from Chemistry Lock, Chester to 
Calveley. 
 

On 10 August STTV members 
attended a training session at 
Ellesmere Port Boat Museum on 
“Invasive Species and Blue-Green 
Algae” as these are a major issue for 
C&RT and detecting them as soon as 
possible is vital. 
 

A work party was held on 21 August at Lees Lane/Bridge 144 on the SU main 
line near the Ellesmere Port Boat Museum.  The tasks undertaken included: 
 

• replacing missing or damaged fence posts and rails along Lees Lane 
between Bridge 144 and the head of the access path from the towpath; 

• installing new fence posts and fence rails at the towpath end of the path; 

• making good existing fencing running from the bottom end of the access 
path to Bridge 144; 

• repainting 3 signage posts; 

• replacing damaged/defaced signs; 

• painting out graffiti. 
 

On 5 September yet another work party was held near Ellesmere Port Boat 

C&RT Inspection boat, Cerys 

Lees Lane before the STTV work party 
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Museum.  Between Bridges 146 & 147 mooring rings have been installed and 
totem posts installed with visitor mooring signage.  The access restriction at 
Bridge 147 was also painted.  Immediately local to the Boat Museum an 
additional mooring ring and improved signage were installed for the water 
point. 
 

As part of the Ellesmere Festival, the Canal & River Trust opened the doors 
of the newly refurbished historic and working forge over the weekend of 
14/15 September.  Visitors were able to see inside the buildings and guided 

The Lees Lane volunteer party 

Lees Lane after the STTV work party 
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tours were available.  The C&RT 
water bus was operated by STTV 
running between Ellesmere Wharf 
and the Waterways Yard on both 
days.  On the Saturday 17 trips 
were run carrying some 112 
passengers.  The Sunday was less 
successful because of rain, high 
winds and concomitant lack of 
visitors and only 5 trips were run 
carrying 17 passengers.  A stall 
selling donated goods to garner 
funds for STTV activities was very 
successful. 
 

On 21 & 22 September two of our 
members did a significant amount of painting in the environs of Tilstone Lock.  
All the fences, gates and totem posts were painted and the benches re-
treated with preservative. 

 

There has been further damage to 
canal-side furniture in the area.  
One of the picnic tables above 
Cholmondeston was significantly 
damaged and required rebuilding.  
This was done at a work party on 
24 October.  A picnic bench at 
Market Drayton was found to be 
seriously vandalised and the table 
top has been subsequently rebuilt.  
Normal maintenance repairs to 
benches at Beeston have also been 
undertaken. 
 

During the work party on 24 Vandalised picnic bench at Market Drayton 

Steps at Cholmondeston Lock - before and after repair 

STTV operated water bus at the Ellesmere 

Festival 
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October at Cholmondeston additional work was also done adjacent to the 
lock.  Near the pedestrian access gate for the lock the crumbling and 
hazardous concrete slopes were improved by casting three concrete steps.  
All fences, gates and lock-side timber features were also repainted. 
 

Early in September, the STTV achieved the new status of Partner Group with 
C&RT after having provided and agreed an Evidence Log of STTV’s 
capabilities and safety management arrangements.  As a Partner Group this 
enables us effectively to work as a self-supervised group when undertaking 
activities on the list agreed with C&RT.  These activities are: 
 

• Bonfire management 

• Driving C&RT workboats 

• Gardening 

• Hedgelaying 

• Installation of access steps 

• Installation of and repairs to seats and picnic tables 

• Installation of BBQ stands 

• Installation of gates & fencing 

• Installation of mooring rings and bollards 

• Installation of totem posts, notice boards & signage 

• Installation of Water Point Stanchions 

• Litter/rubbish clearance 

• Lock Painting 

• Mixing concrete 

• Painting canal side furniture and artefacts 

• Pollarding & coppicing 

• Replacement of damaged mooring rings 

• Setting of mileposts 

• Strimmer operation  

• Use of abrasive wheels 

• Other minor works agreed with C&RT. 
 

STTV is the first group within the North Wales & Borders Waterways area to 
achieve this designation. 
 

If you see evidence of damage, theft or misuse of facilities please photograph 
it or at least report it to C&RT at Northwich so that it can be made safe, 
replaced or repaired as necessary.  Alternatively, let STTV know and we will 
liaise with C&RT to rectify matters if possible. 
 

For further STTV information contact Paul Mills on 0151-336-1049 or Maurice 
Ward on 01942-260459/07791-350207. 
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Cheshire Cat Narrowboat Holidays 
 
Hire one of our comfortable, 2 - 8 berth narrowboats 
to explore the beautiful canals of Cheshire, 
Shropshire and North Wales.  Take the trip of a 
lifetime over the world-famous Pontcysyllte Aqueduct, 
visit historic Chester, the Anderton Boat Lift or cruise 
around the Four Counties or Cheshire Rings. 
Based at Overwater Marina, just north of Audlem. 
 

Full tuition given, pets welcome at no extra charge. 
 

www.cheshirecatnarrowboats.co.uk 
Call 07867 790195 for more details. 
 

Cheshire Cat Training 
Narrowboat Handling courses to suit all abilities.  Half
-day basic boat handling, RYA Inland Waterways 
Helmsman and Inland Waterways Crew certificates, 
two day Life Afloat courses. 
 

Phone 07867 790195 for details of our next course. 
 
www.cheshirecattraining.co.uk 

M & L Canal Services 
 

• Boat Safety Scheme Examinations and remedial work 

• Breakdown and Call-out service 

• Engine Servicing and repairs 

• Plumbing and Electrical work 

• LPG gas installations, testing and repairs  

• Gas Safe registered 
 
Call Mark on 07970 384047 
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Montgomery Hedge-laying 

David Carter has kindly volunteered to organise hedge-laying workparties on 
the Montgomery Canal again this winter.  The dates are: 7 & 8 December 
2013, 11 & 12 January 2014 and 1 & 2 February 2014.  Please contact David 
(dcartersucs@hotmail.co.uk) for further information and to register. 
 

The length chosen for this year’s hedgelaying weekends is a continuation of 
the lengths completed during recent winters.  Permissions have been 
obtained from C&RT and the relevant landowners in preparation. 

Wirral Dredging 

Have you been put off going to Ellesmere Port due to the shallowness of the 
Wirral section?  If so you will be pleased to know that C&RT have been spot-
dredging this autumn between Chester and Ellesmere Port to bring the canal 
up to or exceed the minimum standards.  This dredging programme has also 
included the Dee Branch in Chester from which over 385 tons of mud and silt 
was removed before problems with Bridge Lock temporarily halted progress. 

 

RICHARD POTTER LTD 
 

Supplier of Quality Hardwoods, Softwoods and Sheet Materials to 

many Narrowboat Owners 

 

We always have large stocks of veneered and marine plywood together 

with extensive stocks of other sheets, hardwoods, etc. 

We offer a full cutting to size and machining service. 

Local delivery service. 

 

Millstone Lane, Nantwich, Cheshire CW5 5PN 

Telephone 01270 625791 Fax 01270 610483 

 

Monday - Friday 8:00 am to 5:00 pm 

Saturday 8:30 am to 4:30 pm 

Sunday (stock and shop sales only) 10:00 am to 1:00 pm  

 

Website address www.fortimber.demon.co.uk 

E-mail richardpotter@fortimber.demon.co.uk 

http://www.cheshirecatnarrowboats.co.uk
http://www.cheshirecattraining.co.uk
http://www.cheshirecatnarrowboats.co.uk/
mailto:dcartersucs@hotmail.co.uk
http://www.fortimber.demon.co.uk
mailto:richardpotter@fortimber.demon.co.uk
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Plans for pylons near the Montgomery Canal at Carreghofa continue to raise 
concerns following a renewed proposal last year.  The National Grid is 
arranging several drop-in sessions in the area this autumn in an attempt to 
win over local opposition to their plans. 
 

Although many local people fear that the pylons will ruin the natural 
landscape of the area, the National Grid believes that their new design of 
pylon will meet with more approval.  They said a new "T-pylon" - which is 
about 15m (nearly 50ft) shorter than conventional pylons - could be used 

instead.  Many people still remain to be convinced that the new pylons will do 
anything but detract from the landscape. 

Pylons 

National Grid’s new design of ‘T’-pylon. 

Advertise Here 

Promote your business and support the Society at the same time by placing 
an advert in Cuttings.  For the very modest cost of £75 you can have a half 
page advert in Cuttings for a whole year.  Alternatively you can take just a 
quarter page or make a bigger splash with a full page.  More details on page 
46 or contact the Advertising Manager, Roger Beswick, on 01244 332553, 
fax 01244 330122 or e-mail haslemere@chester50.plus.com 
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Plans to restore the Montgomery Canal received a huge boost with a 
£160,000 development grant from the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF).  Earlier 
this year a £3,850,000 bid was submitted to the HLF by the Canal & River 
Trust supported by the Montgomery Canal Partnership which includes 14 
partner organisations.  The Society’s Restoration Group assisted directly with 
input for the bid.  The grant is a key step in securing the full grant and a 
major step forward in the plans to fully restore the canal. 
Richard Parry, Chief Executive of the Canal & River Trust, said: “This is 
fantastic news.  The Montgomery Canal is one of the most beautiful 
waterways in Britain.  Whilst much of it can be enjoyed today, the goal of fully 
restoring it has been kept alive for decades by the tireless work of volunteers.  
We are delighted to be awarded this development funding.  It is another big 
step towards the canal’s full restoration and allows us to complete our 
application to the HLF for the full £3.7m grant.” 
 

The full grant is being applied for to cover works which will include channel 
restoration from Pryces Bridge to Crickheath, towpath improvements 
between Welshpool and Llanymynech and extension of the Aston nature 
reserves.  Restoration to Crickheath including the winding hole will extend 
navigation by 2 km from the current limit at Gronwen.  The extension of the 
nature reserves will raise the limit on the number of boats using the canal.  
The project’s aim to complete the extension of the nature reserve at Aston 
Locks will extend the conservation of the important aquatic plants and secure 
the environmental works agreed under the Conservation Management Plan 
for the restoration of the canal through to Llanymynech.  It will also restore 
historic bridges along the canal and allow work to go 

Boost to Montgomery Restoration 

mailto:haslemere@chester50.plus.com


 

Cuttings Winter 2013 Page 26 

ahead to undertake the vital studies needed to secure further funding for the 
project. 
 

Thanks to the development funding the Trust will employee a temporary 
project manager and a community development officer to manage a range of 
volunteering and educational opportunities.  The total cost will be around 
£6m with the balance to come from other bodies including volunteer work-in-
kind.  The funding announcement from HLF comes soon after £1 million has 
been invested to transform approximately 14 miles of the Montgomery 
Canal’s towpath between Newtown and Welshpool through a partnership 
between the Welsh Government, Glandŵr Cymru - the Canal & River Trust 
in Wales, Powys County Council and Sustrans (More details page 40). 

Collection Box Income 

Good news - the collecting box income since April has broken the £1,000 
barrier, so here's hoping the total will be well up on last year.  Donations are 
very patchy with some boxes fetching barely enough to be worth breaking 
the seal, and others yielding paper money and pound coins. 
 

If you know a local business or venue in your area with links to the canal, 
why not ask them if we can place a box there?  There are always gaps in our 
coverage and I'm happy to welcome new collectors. You can contact me via 
milseam@btinternet.com or 01691 839286. 

Sarah Thursfield 

Have you been on a trip that is slightly different or to an event on the canal?   
Why not share your experience with other members?  We are always 
interested in hearing of members’ exploits that relate to the Shropshire Union 
Canal and its associated branches.  Our feedback suggests that other people 
like to hear about it too.  We would particularly like to hear from people on the 
southern half of the main line – surely there is life south of Market Drayton? 
 

Or maybe you have a question about the Society.  Have your say and if 
appropriate we will ask Council for a response. 

Share Your Experience! 
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We all extend a warm welcome to: 
 

Miss A Maginnis and Family of Whixall 
Mr and Mrs Rose of Bournemouth 
Mr and Mrs Ramsden of Llandudno 
Dr and Mrs Dodd of Nantwich 
Mr and Mrs Marriot of la Benate, France 
Mr and Mrs Triggs of Denbigh 
Mr and Mrs Casbolt of Whitchurch 
Mr J Ashton of Hove, East Sussex 
Mr and Mrs Walden of Teignmouth 
Mrs JM Brown of Myddle, Shropshire 
 

May I remind you that annual subscriptions were due on 1 July; if you have not 
yet paid, either by Standing Order, cheque or internet transfer, please do so 
now.  A number of members renew their subscriptions by electronic bank 
transfer rather than the traditional cheque.  If you wish to use this option, 
please use the following banking details and include your membership number 
as a identifying reference: 
 

National Westminster Sort code: 55-50-05 Account No: 01630962 
A short email to me confirming your payment would help. 
 

Subscription renewals not received by the end of December 2013 will be taken 
to mean resignation and members details removed form our membership list. 
  

You can contact me about these or any other membership matter at 28, 
Millfield Drive, Market Drayton TF9 1HS, telephone 01630 656525 or by email 
to sucsmemsec@btinternet.com. 
 Ian Hendley 

Membership News 

Recycling Printer Cartridges 

Peter James  (01743 364100, 71 Washford Road, Shrewsbury SY3 9HW) is 
now recovered and able to resume the recycling of printer cartridges for 
SUCS.  If it is easier, you may still drop any cartridges in with me and I will 
deliver them to Peter.  Since the beginning of July, Peter tells us recycling has 
raised £67.55 making the total up to £125.05 so far for 2013. 

Pat Wilson 

FOR SALE 
 

15Kg Anchor suitable for rivers.  £30.00, buyer to collect from Wardle. 
 

Contact Pat Wilson on 01270 528296. 

mailto:milseam@btinternet.com
mailto:sucsmemsec@btinternet.com
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This is the story of the ex-Canal & River Trust (C&RT) 
working boat Bittern. 
 

The Shrewsbury and Newport Canals Trust (SNCT) 
have purchased Bittern with the intention of using her to 
tow a replica "Tub" Boat, suitably modified to take 
passengers, as an unusual Trip Boat.  This will then be 
used to help raise funds for the restoration of the canals.  Tub boats are very 
unusual as they were only 6’ wide x 20’ long and they were the standard 
transport on the east Shropshire canals. 
 

Bittern was expertly transported by Shebdon's Crane Hire Ltd of Telford, a 
long standing supporter of the SNCT.  It was taken from the Llangollen canal 
at Welshpool to Shrewsbury College of Art and Technology (SCAT) on 11 
October.  Thanks to the foresight of Martyn Goodwin, teacher, and the 
support of Ken McKerral, Head of Mechanical Engineering Department at 
SCAT, the boat now has a new temporary home, where she will be 
completely stripped, checked and re-built using student power plus SNCT 
volunteers.  This will take a few months to complete, but it is hoped that 
Bittern will be launched on to part of the Shrewsbury canal in the late spring 
of 2014 for use as a Trip Boat. 
 

A delighted Martyn Goodwin said, "At long last we have something different 
from motor cars for my students to get their teeth into!  This will be a great 
project to be part of, as we have all the facilities to refurbish or replace worn, 
rusted and damaged parts and make her as good as new again." 
 

For further information contact:  
 

John Myers: Tel 01785 255263, Mobile 07711 858986 or E-mail 
jma2@onetel.com 

 
      www.sncanal.org.uk 

First Boat for SNCT Fleet 

Bittern in her new, temporary 
home. 
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mailto:jma2@onetel.com
http://www.sncanal.org.uk/
http://www.sncanal.org.uk/
http://www.nantwichmarina.co.uk/
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Night Stoppage at Cholmondeston 

As noted in the report of the Bank Holiday Lockwind at Cholmondeston, on 
the last morning of the lockwind it was apparent that there was a greater 
amount of water flowing out from below the bottom gates than usual.  After a 
discussion amongst the volunteers it was decided that C&RT should be 
notified as it was taking a long time to fill the lock enough to allow the top 
gates to be opened.  Not to mention a lot of water being wasted. 
 

So as not to disrupt boat traffic whilst the lock was still operational, C&RT 
decided to close and drain the lock later in the week and carry out the work in 
the late evening.  It was then found that there had been damage to the cill of 
the bottom gates and this was repaired overnight.  The photos show the work 
being carried out late at night. Pat Wilson 
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In August, two of our Society members saw a boat owner open the towpath 
access gates at Cholmondeston, drive his car along the towpath, unload and 
then reverse all the way along the towpath and onto the road.  A highly 
dangerous procedure!  They reported the incident with details to C&RT.  As a 
solution to the possibility of this reoccurring their response was for the vehicle 
and personnel gates to be padlocked shut.  This meant that the only access 
to the towpath was via the pedestrian gate on the other side of the bridge.  
This required visitors to climb some awkward steps, cross a footbridge then 
negotiate round the balance beam above a steep drop to the path below.  A 
truly hazardous route to take with children, a buggy or a bicycle and 
impossible for a wheelchair. 
 

When those of us who were preparing for the lockwind found out about this 
we immediately contacted the manager and asked for some other means to 
be found to lock just the large gate as it is the policy of C&RT that access to 
the towpath should be available for all.  We arranged a temporary solution for 
the duration of the lockwind and both gates were locked at night.  On the 
Tuesday morning I met up with one of the maintenance staff and a locking 
bolt was fixed into the ground to keep just the big gate closed.  If anyone else 
notices something like this, please do report it to C&RT and also a copy to 
the Society so that we can follow it up. 
 

Pat Wilson 

Towpath Access at Cholmondeston 

Night stoppage works in progress at 

Cholmondeston Lock on the 

Middlewich Branch. 
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The Forge at Ellesmere 

Rowan Taylor at work alongside the relit forge 

After a major refurbishment programme the blacksmith’s forge at the historic 
Waterway Yard at Ellesmere has been relit.  Bringing the forge back into use 
was one of the centre-pieces of the Ellesmere Festival held on 14th & 15th 
September. 
 

Pictures by Stewart MacKellar 

 

 Page 33 Cuttings Winter 2013 

The work has involved repairs, refurbishment and replacement of heritage 
features, repointing of the chimney and installation of a new fan and water 
bath.  As well as creating a feature for the festival the work has also allowed 
the forge to be leased to a blacksmith to keep it alive.  C&RT have also 
worked with volunteers to produce an inventory of all the historic items and 
tools within the forge. 
 

The relighting of the forge has been made possible by funding from 
Shropshire’s Market Towns Revitalisation program as well as a contribution 
from the Local Joint Committee in partnership with the Canal & River Trust.  
The restoration of the forge is part of a larger plan to bring the Waterway 
Yard, where many of the buildings have listed status, back to life. 
 

Heritage conservation-trained blacksmith Rowan Taylor has taken on an 
initial 12 month lease on the forge.  The last blacksmith, Jack Strange, retired 
thirty years ago and the forge has been quiet since then.  Rowan was able to 
demonstrate his skill to around 400 people who visited the forge over the 
weekend.  It is hoped that Rowan will be able to apply his skills to various 
restoration projects around the canal.  In addition he will be taking on his own 
commissions under his business, Saxon Forge, at the site 
(www.saxonforge.co.uk). 

Rowan Taylor, Blacksmith, working at 

Ellesmere Forge 

An historic moment as the forge at 

Ellesmere is re-opened following major 

refurbishment.  The ribbon was cut by 

Alan Clarke, Mayor of Ellesmere (left) and 

Jim Forrester, Chair W&BC Waterways 

Partnership. 

http://www.saxonforge.co.uk
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BOAT SAFETY EXAMINATIONS 

RCD DOCUMENTATION and CE-MARKING** 

All at sensible prices 
NO TRAVEL CHARGES ANYWHERE IN THE NORTH WEST INCLUDING 

THE LLANGOLLEN CANAL AND MOST OF THE SHROPPIE 

A friendly and helpful family boater 

who takes a common sense approach to the Examination 
 

Boating Connections 

Chairman of the Preston Brook Boat Owners’ Association 

Representative to the North West Region of the AWCC 

Member of the IWA Chester Branch 

National Chairman of the Association of Boat Safety Examiners and Surveyors 

Member of the Boat Museum Society and the Whitchurch Waterway Trust  

 

** a requirement if you wish to sell a non CE marked boat less than 5 years old 
 

Please ring BRIAN HAYES on 01928 732444 

or mobile 07702 262742 

 

 

R J MARINE 
 

 

ALL ASPECTS OF ENGINEERING 

CALL OUT SERVICE 

ENGINE SERVICE AND INSTALLATIONS 

FIT OUTS AND REFITS (cratches, lockers, etc) 

SAFETY AND COMPLIANCE WORK 

 

Telephone 01270 619426 and ask for Joan 

Mobile    07849 039661 

Email   joan.adair@btconnect.com 
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Recycling Mobile Phones 

If you have any old mobiles that could be recycled to raise cash for the 
Society, please contact Pat Wilson 01270 528296 

Recycling Stamps & Post Cards 

Anon x 3 
B & M Andrews 
S Barnett and friends 
P Bradley and friends 
D Brown 
F Buck 
Claire and Iain 
Mr & Mrs Cowap 
J & B Cullen 
M Frances 
M & D Goodwood 
M & G Griffiths 
A & L Helyar-Brook 
J & J Hulme 
D Jones 
A Lindop 

C Magner 
J Massey 
P & J McKaigue 
D & CM Owen-Roberts 
L & H Rushton 
J Taylor 
P Turville 
Cheshire Cat Narrowboats 
Cheshire WI 
NB Amerone 
NB Sarnia 
IWA/WRG 
North Shropshire Trefoil Guild 

Our target of £1,000 received a welcome boost in early November when I 
received a cheque from the dealer for £350.  The number of used post cards 
and stamps is much reduced these days - modern technology has taken 
over!  However, we will continue to collect used stamps and post cards to 
add to Society funds. 
 

Thanks to: 

Pat Wilson 

Changes to Council 

Following the Shropshire Union Canal Society AGM and the Council meeting 
a few days later, Glyn Whitehurst has taken on the role of Society Secretary 
from Linda Andrews, who remains Press and Publicity Officer.  Cathy O’Brien 
and Martin Richards have stepped down and John Myers, who also 
represents the Shrewsbury and Newport Canals Trust, has joined Council.  
There is still a vacancy for an Enhancement Officer. 

mailto:joan.adair@btconnect.com
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Tel: 01270 525 040  E-Mail: info@aqueductmarina.co.uk 

Church Minshull Aqueduct Marina, The Outlanes, Church Minshull, Nantwich, Cheshire 

You can find us on... 

Casino Night 
New Year’s Eve 

£20.00 Entry 
20:00 Until Early 

Sunday Roast Lunches 12:00 - 16:30 from £8.95. Call 01270 525043 For Bookings 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Brokerage Fees from 3.6% 
No Sale, No Fee 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

For More Details Call 
 

01270 525 046 

Chandlery Now Open 

All Boat Repairs Carried Out 

01270 525 045 

Marina, Brokerage, Chandlery & Café – Open 7 Days A Week 

www.aqueductmarina.co.uk 
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C & RT Winter Works 

An additional £2M is to be spent on maintenance this winter plus another 
£2M on tree control. 
 

Works will include:  A number of repairs to Woodseaves Cutting on the 
Shropshire Union Canal, including targeted rock de-scaling and tree 
removal, repairs to rock buttresses and supports, and works to the 
towpath.  The project starts in January and will cost £250k. 

Removing tree roots and re-lining Culvert 88 on the Llangollen Canal.  This 
project, which starts in March and is an investment of £100k, will stabilise 
the culvert under the canal. 

 

Vince Moran, C&RT’s Operations Director commented: “Whilst off-side 
vegetation often has to take a lower priority than core structural works, we 
know it is important that we keep our canals from being restricted by 
overhanging trees.  I’m delighted that we are hoping to allocate up to £2M on 
a blitz this winter to cut our greatest problem areas down to size.” 
 

Unfortunately some of the most needed areas of vegetation control occur 
where backfilling of the offside during dredging has been planted with willow 
which now often extends nearly half way across the canal.  No sign yet of this 
problem being addressed! 

mailto:info@aqueductmarina.co.uk
http://www.aqueductmarina.co.uk/galley
http://www.aqueductbrokerage.co.uk/
http://www.aqueductmarina.co.uk
http://www.audlemmill.co.uk/
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Winter Scenes 

Sunrise at Barbridge 
Junction 

Barbridge 

Just before sunrise at 

Hurleston 
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Please mention ‘SUCS Cuttings’ discount when booking your table.  Bring 
a copy of the advert  with you to claim discount—a photo on your phone 
will do. 

http://www.jabularestaurant.co.uk/
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30
th
 September saw the official opening by Rebecca 

Evans AM of the upgraded towpath between 
Newtown and Welshpool alongside the Montgomery 
Canal.  Over £1M has been invested to improve the 
14 miles of towpath, part of the Sustrans National 
Cycle Network Route 81.  The improvements were 
made possible through a partnership between 
Glandŵr Cymru - the Canal & River Trust in Wales, 
Powys County Council and Sustrans with the 
majority of funding coming from the Welsh 
Government. 
 

The route along the Montgomery Canal towpath 
starts in Newtown and connects the communities of 
Llanllwchaiarn, Abermule and Berriew before 
reaching Welshpool, benefiting the huge number of 
walkers, cyclists, joggers and boaters who use the 
towpath every day.  The new improvements follows 
those recently completed between Brithdir and 
Belan Locks on the Montgomery Canal. 
 

Towpath Improvements 

Jim Forrester and Welsh Assembly Member Rebecca Evans open the upgraded 

towpath.  Photo Waterway Images & C&RT. 
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Jim Forrester, Chair, North Wales and Borders Waterway Partnership said, 
“We are delighted to be opening this new route along the Montgomery Canal, 
which is one of the most beautiful stretches of waterway in Wales.  The 
improvements will benefit the thousands of people who already boat, cycle or 
walk along this stretch.  We also want to attract even more of the local 
community down to their local canal, so that they can benefit from all the 
waterways have to offer.  This work is a big step in the right direction as we 
work to making the waterways of Wales accessible to all.” 
 

A new bilingual leaflet covering the route has been produced by Sustrans 
with support from the Canal & River Trust and Powys County Council, and 
can be downloaded free from http://shop.sustrans.org.uk/products/6412-ncn-
montgomery-canal 

Chas Hardern Boats Ltd est 1972 

 

Family run 2 - 6 berth warm and comfortable narrowboats for hire.  All year 

cruising.  Short breaks generally available.  Dog friendly.  Excellent tuition.  

 

Services on site: diesel, gas, pump-out, gift shop. 

 

Also: Gas Safe engineer, 24hr breakdown service.  40 years experience with 

all engine and internal boat repairs. 

 

Members of IWA, BMF, APCO, FSB  Hireboat  handover external audit  

 

T: 01829 732595 E-mail: Chasboats@aol.com Web: www.chashardern.co.uk 

  

http://shop.sustrans.org.uk/products/6412-ncn-montgomery-canal
http://shop.sustrans.org.uk/products/6412-ncn-montgomery-canal
http://shop.sustrans.org.uk/products/6412-ncn-montgomery-canal
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Chas-Hardern-Boats/239576126090656?ref=ts&fref=ts
mailto:chasboats@aol.com
http://www.chashardern.co.uk


 

Cuttings Winter 2013 Page 42 

Saturday 11
th
 November saw the Society hold its Annual General Meeting in 

the village hall at Acton, near Nantwich.  Over 30 people attended, both to 
hear the reports from Council officers and to listen to a presentation by Jim 
Forrester. The Agenda can be seen on the Society’s website, on the 
‘Society’s Documents’ page. 
 

Following adoption of the previous minutes, Pat Wilson read out her 
Chairman’s report, the text of which can be found on page 5 of this issue.  
Ian Hendley then gave his report, referring to the text published on page 8 of 
the Autumn issue of Cuttings.  Election of trustees followed and the five 
nominations as detailed on the agenda were proposed and seconded en bloc 
following a brief resumé read out by Anne Lindop.  The current auditors were 
then reappointed and finally we came to any other business. 
 

Pat reminded people that Beeston Iron Lock was having an open day on 17
th
 

November and then said the National Trustees were visiting the area to see 
the Llangollen Canal at first hand and also to have a tour of the Montgomery 
restoration led by Mike Friend. Pat and Anne have been invited to an informal 
buffet at the Trustees’ hotel in the evening and will no doubt be putting the 
case for the Montgomery Canal’s restoration. 
 

AGM 

Guest speaker Jim Forrester, Chair of North Wales & Borders Waterway Partnership 
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Michael Limbrey asked if the Society was doing anything specific about the 
threat of pylons at Carreghofa (see page 24).  Pat replied that whilst not 
doing anything directly they were watching developments closely.  He then 
went on to say he was hoping to bring some boats to the Welshpool section 
of the Montgomery during 2015 in order to emphasise the need to extend 
the canal to meet up with this isolated section. There being no further 
business Pat formally closed the meeting and introduced the guest speaker 
Jim Forrester, Chair, North Wales and Borders Waterway Partnership. 
 

Jim opened his talk with a brief summary of his background particularly with 
respect to boating and the charitable sector.  Jim started out working at 
Taylor’s Yard in Chester and was involved with boat building and boat 
restoration.  Jim has spent the last 27 years working within the charity 
sector in a variety of rôles; from boat conservator to director of the Imperial 
War Museum North in Manchester.  Last year he moved on to become 
Executive Director of the Manchester International Festival and at the same 
time took on the role of Chair of the North Wales & Borders Waterway 
Partnership.  He was involved in the setting up of the Canal & River Trust 
and emphasised how the Partnership members were there to support and 
advise the Trust but not take a direct managerial role.  He recently cruised 
the whole length of the Shropshire Union to be sure he was up-to-date with 
its current state. 
 

The bulk of Jim’s talk was given over to explaining the Strategic Waterway 
Plan as presented by the North Wales & Border Partnership.  He explained 
how the partnership was one of 13 similar groups nationally and had within 
it six regions:  
Weaver Navigation, Chester to Ellesmere 
Port, The Rural Centre, The World 
Heritage Site and the Llangollen Canal, 
Montgomery Canal and finally the 
Midlands Gateway. 
 

Jim talked enthusiastically about the 
strategic plans for these regions and how 
the Trust hopes to achieve them.  The 
emphasis is on the long term development 
of the region but he stressed the 
importance of local involvement, both from 
businesses and people.  Three main areas 
were highlighted: People, Prosperity and 
Places and the Partnership hopes to 
produce both a ten year plan together with 
a focused three year action plan.  It is 
hoped that local people can contribute to 
these plans and comments and 
suggestions have been invited. 
 

At present, the Strategic Waterway Plan 

https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/media/library/4587.pdf
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December 2013 Events at Ellesmere Port Museum and Norbury 
Wharf - see page 16 

4 December Talk: The Ellesmere and Chester Canal 8.00 pm, The 
Lock Keeper, Frodsham Street, Chester 

7 December Welshpool Winter Festival - see page 16 
7 December Carols by the Cut, Market Drayton from 4.30 pm, 

£2.00 pp entry.  For more information visit www.carolsbythecut.com 
7 - 8 December Hedgelaying Work Party - please contact David Carter 

on dcartersucs@hotmail.com for more information. 
11 - 12 January 2014 Hedgelaying Work Party - please contact David 

Carter. 
1 - 2 February Hedgelaying Work Party - please contact David 

Carter. 
5 February Talk: Canal Travels of the Bowles Family 8.00 pm, 

The Lock Keeper, Frodsham Street, Chester 
5 March Talk: Robert Aickman - Hero or Villain? 8.00 pm, The 

Lock Keeper, Frodsham Street, Chester 
3 - 4 May Norbury Canal Festival - see page 16 
10 May Montgomery Canal Triathlon 
12 May Official Opening: Redwith - Pryces Bridge Section 
6 - 8 June IWA National Campaign Festival, Chester - see page 

16 
5 - 6 September Maesbury Canal Festival - see page 12 

Dates for your Diary 

has been published as an “engagement prospectus” to give the Partnership 
the opportunity to outline its plans and invite comments with how its 
objectives, priorities and actions fit with people’s aspirations.  The document 
can be found at https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/media/library/4587.pdf and it is 
highly recommended reading.  The document will be available until the end 
of December. 
 

It was an enlightening talk and Jim’s enthusiasm for the waterways, the 
Shropshire Union system in particular, came over clearly.  Hopefully with 
people like Jim taking an active rôle in the future of the waterways we will 
start to see some genuine improvements. 
 

Finally Ian Hendley formalised the Society’s thanks to Jim and the meeting 
was closed.  Tea, coffee and discussion then followed, accompanied by a 
selection of cakes brought by members that Mary Berry would be proud of. 
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Copy Deadlines 

There are four issues of Cuttings per year, published in June, September, 
December and March.  The copy deadline is 1st of the previous month, i.e.   
1 May, 1 August, 1 November and 1 February.  COPY WILL NOT BE 
ACCEPTED AFTER THESE DATES. 

Cuttings Editors David and Chris Owen-Roberts 01270 567492 
 35 Woodnoth Drive, Shavington, Cheshire CW2 5BW 
 E-mail: sucuttings@btinternet.com 
 

The views expressed in Cuttings are not necessarily those of the Shropshire 
Union Canal Society. 

Contacting Cuttings 

Articles for Cuttings 

We are always pleased to receive contributions for Cuttings.  Text, photos 
etc. can be sent by post or by e-mail.  If you are ‘no good at the words’ 
simply send us the basis of your idea with all the relevant details and we will 
gladly put an article together for you. 

http://www.carolsbythecut.com
mailto:dcartersucs@hotmail.co.uk
https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/media/library/4587.pdf
mailto:sucuttings@btinternet.com
mailto:wharfhouse@yahoo.co.uk
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Support your Society; raise awareness and raise funds! 

 

Society Sweatshirts - S, M, L, XL, XXL £16.00 + £3.00 p & p 
Society Polo Shirts - S, M, L, XL, XXL   £14.00 + £3.00 p & p 
Society Teeshirts -  S, M, L £10.00 + £3.00 p & p 
Society Cap £3.90 + £2.50 p & p 
Embroidered Badges £3.50 + £1.00 p & p 
Boat/Car Stickers £0.50 + SAE 

 

For any of the above contact: 
Ian Hendley, 28 Millfield Drive, Market Drayton, TF9 
1HS, telephone 01630 656525 or e-mail sucsmemsec@btinternet.com.  
Cheques should be made payable to the Shropshire Union Canal Society.  
Items may also be purchased from the Society’s website, 
www.shropshireunion.org.uk via PayPal. 

The Society’s Slop Chest 

Advertising in Cuttings 

The advertising rates are: 

 

Quarter page: £50.00 for one year (four issues) 
Half page:  £75.00 for one year (four issues) 
Full page:  £125.00 for one year (four issues) 

 

There is a 10% discount for Commercial Members.  The advertising year 
starts with the Summer issue of Cuttings (copy date, 1 May) but adverts are 
accepted at other times of the year on a pro rata basis.  To find out more 
please contact Advertising Manager, Roger Beswick on 01244 332553, fax 
01244 330122 or e-mail haslemere@chester50.plus.com. 

Discounts from our Advertisers 

The following advertisers are offering discounts to members:  Boat Safety 
Examiner Neal Dodd, Jabula Restaurant and Alvechurch Boat Centres 
Wrenbury.  Church Minshull Aqueduct Marina are offering discounts in their 
café. 

Please Support our Advertisers 

Mention that you saw their advert in Cuttings. 
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I hereby apply for election as a member of the above Society and agree to 
abide by the rules of the Society.  I enclose my remittance for ………………..* 
being my subscription for the year ended 30 June 201… 
 
 
Signed  …………………………………………………..   Date  ………………….. 
PLEASE PRINT IN BLOCK CAPITALS 
 
 
Name  ………………………………………………… (Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms/Dr/Rev) 
 
 
Address  ……………………………………………………………………………… 
 
 
……………………………………………………………...Post Code  …………… 
 
 
Telephone  ……………………………  E-mail  …………………………………… 
Single, Joint, Family: £10  Juniors under 18: £5  Life Membership £200 
If you are applying for Junior Membership please state your age here ………. 
 

Membership Number (for renewals)  ……………………………………………… 
If you are a United Kingdom tax payer please s ign the Gift Aid declaration 
below to enable the Society to reclaim the tax paid on your donations 
(including subscriptions). 
 

Name of Society: The Shropshire Union Canal Society 
I want the charity to treat all donations I have made over the last four years 
and all donations I make hereafter as Gift Aid donations. 
 
 
S ignature  ……………………………………………………..  Date …………….. 
 If it is more convenient for you and helps the Society if you pay by Standing 
Order or direct transfer.  Please ask for the appropriate form or set it up with 
your bank using National Westminster Bank Sort Code 55-50-05, account 
number 01630962 and give your membership number as the identifying 
reference.  If you pay automatically PLEASE LET THE MEMBERSHIP 
SECRETARY KNOW.  Please send completed forms to: Ian Hendley, 
Membership Secretary, 28 Millfield Drive, Market Drayton, TF9 1HS. 
Telephone: 01630 656525  E-mail: sucsmemsec@btinternet.com 

Application for Membership or Membership Renewal of 

the Shropshire Union Canal Society 

 

mailto:sucsmemsec@btinternet.com
http://www.shropshireunion.org.uk/the-society/merchandise
mailto:haslemere@chester50.plus.com
http://www.shropshireunion.org.uk/the-society/merchandise
mailto:sucsmemsec@btinternet.com
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http://www.alvechurch.com/

