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Editorial 

Chairman’s Jottings 

It is with great pleasure that I welcome Patrick Tolster as a member of 
Council since 11 March as the Society’s Health and Safety Officer. 
 

We mentioned the dreadful flooding in parts of the country in the last edition.  
Owen Patterson, Environment Secretary and MP for Oswestry, had made 
plans to visit the Montgomery Canal on 31st January, prior to the flooding 
problem.  His visit went ahead but was curtailed as he had to return to 
London to chair a COBRA meeting that evening.  Mr Patterson joined the 
Chairman of C&RT, Tony Hales, and Chief Executive, Richard Parry, at the 
Ellesmere office where they visited the newly refurbished forge.  The group 
then moved on to Redwith accompanied by Wendy Capelle.  It was pouring 
with rain so brollies and boots were in order.  Society members Mike Friend, 
David Carter, Rich Hamp and myself then joined the party.  Because of the 
weather it was decided to walk the towpath to view the work completed by 
volunteers on the Redwith to Pryces Bridge section and also to view the next 

Thank you to everyone who sent confirmation of receipt of their digital copy of 
Spring Cuttings (many of these will have been sent automatically by your e-
mail handler).  E-mail providers tend to limit the number of recipients to 
prevent mass spamming, but they are reluctant to tell you what their limit is!  
We currently send them out in blocks of 30 or so which seems to work. 
 

If you do not already receive the digital copy in PDF format you may wish to 
consider it.  Printing Cuttings is a significant cost so the more we can e-mail 
rather than post out, the bigger the saving to the Society. 
 

This issue, the Society is asking for your help (again!) and we hope that 
many of you will be able to give half a day or more to the boat count at 
Grindley Brook.  As well as looking at some of the grants the Society has 
received, we also consider some local work parties with the Nantwich Litter 
Group, the Small Tasks Team and SUMBA.  We go boating with In Search of 
Flatmen and take a trip on the Llangollen Canal with Timothy West and 
Prunella Scales giving an insight into the making of the television 
programme.  The Shrewsbury and Newport Canals get a mention along with 
some boating tragedies at Audlem and a recent anniversary in our History 
section.  The recent anniversary highlights the highly fashionable good taste 
of our Chairman in years gone by! 
 

Something, we hope, for everyone! 
David and Chris Owen-Roberts 

Editors of Cuttings 

 

 Page 5 Cuttings Summer 2014 

section we will be working on.  As usual all the visitors were complimentary 
about the work done (see p 35).  Mike and myself then accompanied them to 
Canal Central for a cuppa and to meet Alex Ball who explained the HLF bid.  
Jim Forrester also came and briefed Owen Patterson on plans for the area.  
We already had the full backing of Tony and Richard for the restoration of the 
Montgomery and we were pleased to hear that Owen Patterson would 
support us in any way that he could.  David and Rich were preparing for the 
hedge laying team the next day.  I visited them during the work party and was 
surprised that so many of our regular volunteers had arrived in spite of the 
awful weather.  We do admire them and thank them for all they do. 
 

Anne, Rich and myself attended the C&RT User Forum held at Nantwich on 
10th April.  Reports were made on the work done by C&RT during the winter 
and the planned works for the summer.  One of the questions we submitted 
was regarding the repair of Bridge 100 which has been waiting for some 
while.  It is planned to be done this summer.  Timber lock gates will be 
installed when replacing steel ones and some lock ladders are being made 
with better foot space.  A welcome station is still planned for Hurleston.  The 
condition of brickwork at bridges is being inspected below the water line by 
underwater camera. 
 

I hope to see you at canal events this summer. Pat Wilson 
Chairman 

AGM 

The Chairman and myself have been out and about with our Information 
Board and Membership stall.  We attended the Open Day at Venetian Marina 
on 27th April where we met many old friends and made new ones. 
 

We hope to be able to attend the following: 
 

Overwater marina Fun Day -1st June 
I.W.A. Rally at Chester - 6th - 9th June 
Aqueduct Marina Fun Day - 20th July 
Maesbury Canal Festival - 6th- 7th September 
 

The May Lockwind will have been and gone by the time you read this but 
please bear in mind we shall still need help and goods for the August 
Lockwind.  The date is 21st - 25th August; we hope to see you then! 
 

Anne Lindop 

Events and Lockwinds 2014 

To be held at Llanymynech Village Hall on 8 November 2014.  More details to 
follow. 

Anne Lindop 
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Nantwich Litter Group 

Back in March the Nantwich Litter 
Group blitzed the embankment 
south of the aqueduct in 
Nantwich.  Nine members of the 
group, led by Saturday Pick 
organiser Becky Rostron, 
collected around thirty bags of 
rubbish plus some larger items 
including a mattress and bike 
when they targeted the area close 
to Telford’s aqueduct.  A number 
of walkers and boaters 
complimented the work including 
one boater who transported a number of the bags up to the collection point 
(modesty prevents me from saying who…).  The bags were subsequently 
collected from the bottom of the aqueduct steps by Cheshire East’s 
Streetscape team (now ANSA).  After the morning session the group retired 
to the Waterside Café in Nantwich Basin for some well-earned refreshments. 

 

Nantwich Litter Group was formed in 
November 2010 when Mayor John Lewis 
suggested a means of bringing people 
together to help make Nantwich a litter-
free town.  Since that time volunteer 
numbers have steadily grown to the current strength of over 80 and hundreds 
of bags of litter have been collected.  They hold regular “Saturday Picks” and 
plan to repeat the exercise on the canal embankment later in the year. 
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Wrenbury 
The proposal for a new 200 berth marina close to Wrenbury village has been 
resubmitted.  It is already attracting a lot of objections from local residents as 
well as some from boaters.  Documents in support of the application are also 
criticised as they quote figures from BW on the need for new marinas which 
are now completely out of date.  The application and public comments can be 
viewed at 
 http://planning.cheshireeast.gov.uk/applicationdetails.aspx?pr=14/1579N 
 

Aqueduct Marina 
The Marina will be holding another of its very successful Open Days on the 
20th July.  More details on their website:  http://www.aqueductmarina.co.uk 
 

Kings Lock Boatyard from Middlewich, the distributor for Vetus engines and 
equipment, has moved to Aqueduct Marina under the new name Cheshire 
Marine Equipment.  The popular staff Mick Sivewright, Karen Sivewright and 
David McAllister will still be at the helm with the usual help and advice. 
 

Overwater Marina 
The marina has added another gong to its list as winners of the Cheshire 
High Sheriff’s award for Corporate Social Responsibility.  Marina supervisor 
Colin Ainley hopes that the award of a £3,000 prize will enable the marina to 
develop a nature trail for visitors showing both the history of the area and the 
diversity of Cheshire wildlife and habitats.  The marina also operates a ferry 
service between the marina and the bottom lock at Audlem, with all proceeds 
going to the RNLI. 

Marinas News 

If you would like to know more or join in contact Team Leader Joyce Webb 
on 01270 626435 or email joycewebb47@hotmail.com.   
See also http://www.nantwichtowncouncil.gov.uk/?page_id=1231  

Left Nantwich  Litter Group with 
their haul of bags ready for 
collection 
 

Below left  bags being transported 
by boat 
 

Right  Litter pickers in action 
 

Pictures on page 6 supplied by 
Joyce Webb 

http://planning.cheshireeast.gov.uk/applicationdetails.aspx?pr=14/1579N
mailto:joycewebb47@hotmail.com
http://www.nantwichtowncouncil.gov.uk/?page_id=1231
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You have probably heard of them, but are not sure what and where they are.  
Here we look at the history of the canals and their restoration. 
 

The Newport Arm is a disused branch of the Shropshire Union Canal which 
left the canal’s main line at Norbury Junction.  It descended through 23 
narrow locks through Newport to end at Wappenshall Junction.  There it met 
up with the Shrewsbury Canal, which continued through Longdon-on-Tern to 
Shrewsbury.  The Shrewsbury Canal also continued on a short arm south of 
Wappenshall to Trench, now absorbed into Telford.  Between them the two 
lengths of canal make up a 25-mile through route from the Shropshire Union 
main line to Shrewsbury. 
 

History 
The first part of the route to be built was the Shrewsbury Canal, opened in 
1797 to connect Shrewsbury to a local network of canals which had already 
been built to serve the ironworks, mines and other industries in the area 
which is now occupied by Telford.  These canals were all built to take small 
‘tub boats’ about 20ft by 6ft, towed in trains by a single horse, with most of 
the steep changes in level overcome not by conventional locks but by 
inclined plane boat lifts (there were six in the area altogether) which would 
take one tub-boat at a time.  The Shrewsbury Canal was therefore built to the 
same standard: it had an inclined plane at Trench, a flight of ten 80ft by 6ft 
4in locks (to take four tub-boats at a time) between there and Wappenshall, 
and two more locks of the same size between Wappenshall and Shrewsbury. 
 

When the Birmingham & Liverpool Junction Canal (now part of the Shroppie 
main line) was constructed the Newport Branch was built from the main line 
at Norbury Junction to join the Shrewsbury Canal at Wappenshall.  As it was 
part of the main Midland canal network, the B&LJ locks were built to take 
standard narrow boats of around 70ft by 7ft.  To transfer cargo between the 
two types of boats, a transhipment warehouse was built at Wappenshall 
Junction (See Cuttings Spring 2014 P32).  In addition, to make through trade 
easier the two locks between Wappenshall and Telford were widened so that 
standard narrowboats could get through from the main network to 
Shrewsbury; also a number of extra-narrow narrow boats at 70ft by just over 
6ft were built (so that they could also use the Trench Locks, which hadn’t 
been widened). 
 

In a series of takeovers and mergers in the 1840s both canals became part of 
the Shropshire Union system, which itself became a subsidiary of the London 
& North Western Railway.  Although the SU system prospered initially under 
railway ownership (the LNWR encouraged the use of its canals as they 
reached into rival railway companies’ territory), trade declined in the early 

Shrewsbury and Newport Canals 
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20th Century.  The Inclined Plane last worked in 1921, while the Shrewsbury 
to Norbury route became progressively disused and weeded-up from the 
western end.  It was already more-or-less disused by the time the successor 
company the LMS Railway’s 1944 Act abandoned it in its entirety. 
 

Restoration 
Several attempts have been made to restore the route, starting in the 1960s 
when the canals were largely intact and had only been officially shut for about 
20 years.  Unfortunately just as a restoration group was being set up, the 
then British Waterways sold off some important bits of the route for 
demolition and redevelopment.  As a result, the restoration group looked 
instead at restoring the Montgomery Canal, transformed itself into the 
Shropshire Union Canal Society (SUCS), and has been at work on the 
Montgomery ever since - although they retained a long-term hope of 
returning to the S&N later if 
practicable. 
 

Come the 1970s, another 
group looked at the 
Shrewsbury and Newport.  
They organised some 
volunteer clearance work, but 
as a young and inexperienced 
group taking on what was by 
then a rather more difficult 
restoration scheme, they 
didn’t have the wherewithal to 
take it forward. 
 

By the late 1980s it was looking like the Montgomery Canal might get 
completed rather quickly with European funding.  SUCS felt that its work 
there might be finished, and it looked at taking up the Shrewsbury & Newport 
cause again.  Unfortunately as a result of some political decisions by the 
government regarding which Welsh projects it would direct the EU money 
towards, the Montgomery missed out.  So SUCS were less likely to be able to 
spare much effort for the S&N. 
 

The 1990s saw the Shrewsbury & Newport Canals Trust (SNCT) established 
with a view to reopening the route.  By then the canals had suffered further 
damage, including two low-level road crossings by the new A5 and one by 
the A41 Newport bypass.  The Trust quite rightly realised that some serious 
engineering solutions were going to be needed, but one of its ideas - for a 
double inclined plane boat lift linking to the middle of the big embankment 
south of Norbury, rather than restoring and rebuilding the original lock flight - 
didn’t go down very well with local people, some of whom didn’t really want a 
major tourist attraction on their doorstep.  This was one of the factors that led 
to the founding of a separate group, the Norbury to 

Aqueduct at Longdon-on-Tern 
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Newport Canal Restoration Community Interest Company, which aimed to 
instead restore the eastern end on something more like its original line.  After 
some initial disagreements the two groups are cooperating and there is at last 
some serious progress on the ground. 
 

So what are the prospects for restoration?  The bad news is that two 
aqueducts have been demolished, several locks on the Norbury flight have 
gone, long lengths of canal are infilled, there are three major road blockages 
plus numerous less serious ones, and some development on the line near the 
Shrewsbury terminus.  On the plus side most of the locks survive - apparently 
in fair condition - a couple of aqueducts still stand including the early cast iron 
one at Longdon, and much of the route is free of obstructions.  In particular 
the Norbury to Newport length has few serious problems: most of the bridges 
still stand, and most of the locks look restorable. 
 

Various projects further west are in hand including restoration of the junction 
area and historic transhipment warehouse at Wappenshall as a heritage and 
community centre; and restoration of the length alongside the historic Flax 
Mill near the Shrewsbury terminus using external funding including grants 
from the Heritage Lottery Fund.  The Waterway Recovery Group (WRG) is 
also now involved and is targeting the Norbury to Newport Length. 
 

 Rowan is a highly 
skilled blacksmith 
having won the Best 
Blacksmith award 
from the National 
School of 
Blacksmithing.  He 
has also recently 
been awarded a 
certificate in heritage 
skills for 
blacksmithing.  Now 
established in the 
forge at the 
Waterway Yard, 
Ellesmere, Rowan is 
available to take on 
commissions as well 
as selling his very 
popular animal head 
pokers and a wide 
range of artistic 
ironmongery.  
Please ring or email 
for more details. 

Email: rowan_o_c@yahoo.fr 
Phone: 07593 830 200 
Facebook: South Saxon Forge 

The Blacksmith’s Forge 
Ellesmere Canal Yard, Birch Lane, Ellesmere,  SY12 9AA 

ROWAN TAYLOR,   BLACKSMITH 
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Have you been on a trip that is slightly different or to an event on the canal?   
Why not share your experience with other members?  We are always 
interested in hearing of members’ exploits that relate to the Shropshire Union 
Canal and its associated branches.  Our feedback suggests that other people 
like to hear about it too.  We would particularly like to hear from people on the 
southern half of the main line – surely there is life south of Market Drayton? 
 

Or maybe you have a question about the Society.  Have your say and if 
appropriate we will ask Council for a response. 

Share Your Experience! 

Work by the WRG has started at three sites: there has been initial vegetation 
clearance work on some of Norbury Locks and around Forton Aqueduct, and 
at a London WRG weekend dig in January 2014 work started digging out the 
infilled chamber of Meretown Lock near Newport.  This is also the site of their 
summer camp when more clearance work is planned.  How to restore the lock 
is not quite as simple as it sounds as some important decisions have to be 
made on how to proceed to take into account the A41 Newport bypass. 
 

Just east of Meretown Lock the canal is crossed at close to water level by the 
bypass, the only major obstruction to opening the canal from the Shroppie at 
Norbury Junction down to Newport.  If a way of getting the canal under the 
road can be found, Newport would make an excellent initial target for 
reopening and an important first step towards restoring the whole route.   
Raising the road isn’t really an option, so the alternatives involve diverting the 
canal to cross where the road is at a higher level, lowering the length of canal 
where it passes under the road to give more headroom; or a combination of 
the two. 
 

The exact details are still being worked out by SNCT, but the second option 
looks most likely.  This will mean that either Meretown Lock will be restored, 
and a new lock inserted between there and the A41; or Meretown Lock will be 
reduced in height (possibly down to zero) and the length of canal from there 
to the A41 deepened.  Either of these will involve completely clearing out the 
lock chamber and repairing it.  Whether it ends up as a working lock or as a 
gateless chamber like some of the old ‘stop locks’ you sometimes see at 
canal junctions is still to be decided. 
 

More information can be found at www.sncanal.org.uk and on the WRG 
website at www.wrg.org.uk.  
 

This article is based on a piece in WRG’s magazine ‘Navvies’ and is 
produced by kind permission of the author Martin Ludgate and edited by 
David Owen-Roberts.  Next issue: “Joining the dots”, how the Shrewsbury & 
Newport Canals Trust see the way forward. 

mailto:rowan_o_c@yahoo
http://www.sncanal.org.uk
http://www.wrg.org.uk
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40th Anniversary 

40 years ago, 
on 23 May 
1974, the 
Prince of 
Wales 
opened Town 
Lock in 
Welshpool.  
Left: winding 
the paddle 
watched by 
Pat Wilson, 
Harry Machin, 
Gordon 
Cooper and 
Lord Davies 
of Llandinam 

Right: “Push with your 
bum, Sir.”  Prince 
Charles opens the lock 
gate. 

 
 
Left: Pat Wilson in a stylish and 
striking red trouser suit 
welcoming the Prince of Wales 
to Bank Lock, one of nine stops 
on his tour of the canal 
restoration. 
 

 

 Page 13 Cuttings Summer 2014 

HRH the Prince of Wales opening Welshpool Town Lock on 23 May 1974 
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Montgomery Canal Forum 

Restoring the Montgomery Canal 
This year's Forum will be on the theme of Restoration, from earliest days to 
the latest rewatering and beyond.  The Forum will be held at 2.30pm on 
Monday 2 June 2014.  We shall be at Coffee Express, a spacious location in 
the historic former Cambrian Railways Works, Gobowen Road, Oswestry 
SY11 1HS.  Coffee Express are being very generous to us with these 
arrangements, and we hope you will try their light-bite refreshments, and 
perhaps a coffee, beforehand. 
 

The best way to reach the venue is to 
approach from the A5 Oswestry by-pass 
using the Gobowen (B5069) or Whittington 
(B4580) roads.  After their junction there is a 
row of modern housing known as 'The 
Carriages', immediately after which you turn 
left across the railway track, to park in front 
of the striking railway building.  Take care to 
enter the door to Coffee Express, rather than 
their children's Fantastic Funhouse next door!  

Saturn at Aston Locks 
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Still Boating After 50 Years 

Many of you will have seen the recent series featuring Timothy West and 
Prunella Scales travelling on the canals.  One of their trips was on the 
Llangollen Canal, where they spent their honeymoon fifty years ago.  They 
started out from Ellesmere and headed for Llangollen with a brief detour 
down onto the Montgomery Canal.  One aspect the programmes 
highlighted was the increasingly debilitating effects of Pru’s Alzheimer’s 
disease. 
 

As well as covering their cruising, the programs often showed a local 
person with particular knowledge of a section.  Shortly before the Crick 
Aqueduct they were joined by Peter Brown, well known in canal circles and 
a regular contributor of articles to Cuttings.  Unfortunately, due to the 
nature of this type of program what appears in the final version does not 
always reflect what was said at the time. 
 

Peter says that it was an interesting if frustrating experience.  He was on 
the boat for three hours, chatting about the history of the sites they were 
passing between the 'Poacher's Pocket' and Chirk Aqueduct.  Timothy 

Prunella Scales, Peter Brown and Timothy West 

http://www.overwatermarina.co.uk/
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West was easy to talk to – "like two elderly boaters" the director said – but 
Prunella Scales was often unresponsive.  It soon became clear that her 
memory was suffering, even of programmes which had run for several years, 
and it wasn't a surprise that she had Alzheimer's.  However, whenever the 
camera was turned on her, she lit up and became her old self, showing her to 
still be the complete professional.  
 

Peter knew that his contribution would be edited down to just a handful of 
sentences.  What was disappointing when he saw the programme was the 
number of errors in Timothy West's voice-over.  In particular, everything Peter 
had said about giving joint credit to Thomas Telford and William Jessop had 
been forgotten or ignored – all the engineering was said to be Telford's 
genius alone. 
 

Nevertheless it showed the Llangollen Canal at its best, with Tim & Pru also 
taking a trip on the steam railway up to Carrog, where Tim achieved one of 
his dreams – a ride on the footplate. 
 

The program made it clear that Tim and Pru had a very caring relationship, 
Pru’s Alzheimer’s notwithstanding.  And as for the clips of her, at 82, 
clambering across gates, windlass in hand, well it gives us all something to 
aim for. 

David Owen-Roberts 

A Little Further Afield 

Whilst the restoration of the Monty and S & N 
canals are closest to home, the restoration of 
the Stroudwater Navigation is one that many 
members take an interest in.  Montgomery 
Wildlife Trust Director and life member of 
SUCS Michael Handford has published two 
new books about it.  Titled “The Stroudwater 
Canal, a History” and “The Stroudwater 
Navigation Through Time”, the former gives a 
detailed account of the history of what claims 
to be the oldest canal company in the world 
whilst the latter presents a fascinating 
snapshot of the on-going restoration work, 
contrasting old images of the canal with many 
new photographs. 
 

The books are published by Amberley 
Publishing and can be ordered from a local 
bookshop or direct from the publishers:  
www.amberleybooks.com. 
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Looking for something to do this Summer? 
 

The National Waterways Museum at Ellesmere Port has a number of 
events lined up for the Summer.  See their website for details. 
 

Norbury Wharf will resume their Friday Night Fish and Chip Cruises on 
their trip boat Shropshire Star this Spring.  Contact the wharf for details:  
info@norburywharfltd.co.uk 
 

Montgomery Canal Forum.  2 June 2014 Coffee Express, Cambrian 
Railways Works, Gobowen Road, Oswestry SY11 1HS.  All welcome.  See 
page 14. 
 

IWA National Campaign Festival is to be held in the Tower Wharf area in 
Chester, 6

th 
- 8

th 
June.  See IWA website for more details. 

 

Audlem Festival of Transport  26 & 27 July 2014 at Audlem Wharf. 
 

And further ahead… 
August Bank Holiday Lockwind - 21 - 25 August.  All help welcome.  
Contact Anne Lindop and see page 5 for details. 
 

Maesbury Canal Festival, - 6 - 7 September, Montgomery Canal.  
Organised by the Friends of the Montgomery Canal and the local IWA 
branch.  Volunteers are needed to help with this very popular event.  More 

information at www.maesburycanalfestival.co.uk  
 
Does your marina or village have a significant event coming up or 
something you want to tell the world?  Please send details to the editors, 
bearing in mind copy and publication dates  

Forthcoming Events 

- a little bit. 
 

During this winter’s stoppages, C&RT’s 
engineers shaved away some of the lockside 
where there was a known problem with the 
width of Hurleston Bottom Lock.   Whilst the 
lock will still present problems to boats over 
seven feet wide due to the shape of the 
chamber lower down, removal of the top of 
the lock wall on the south side reduces the 
risk of a gunwale getting caught as the boat 
rises.  Fenders must still be lifted! 

Hurleston Bottom Lock widened -  

http://www.amberleybooks.com
http://canalrivertrust.org.uk/national-waterways-museum
mailto:info@norburywharfltd.co.uk
https://www.waterways.org.uk/
http://WWW.maesburycanalfestival.co.uk
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The Llangollen Canal is the busiest in the country.  
When an application is made for a new marina (eg see 
page 7) we tell the local planning authorities that 
congestion will increase and the delays at locks are 
likely to seriously interfere with people’s enjoyment of 
their holidays.  As this canal has the greatest proportion 
of first-time hirers, it could mean that some people never 
again take a canal holiday - bad for the local and 
national economies and bad for the future of canals. 
 

But there is a big difference between asserting that there is a problem and 
proving that there is one.  If the local planning authority is going to turn down 
a planning application, it can only do so on good evidence. 
 

Following discussions with C&RT’s management, it has been agreed 
between them and the local IWA branch that IWA volunteers, with additional 
support from SUCS, will carry out a survey to assess the level of congestion 
in the peak summer weeks at Grindley Brook, which is the worst bottleneck.   
 

It is proposed to hold a count of the number of boats queuing at the top lock 
on the half hour from 9am to 5pm from Saturday 19 July to Sunday 10 
August.  The count at the bottom is not straightforward as the boats queue in 
two places, below the staircase and below all six locks.  These counts would 
be done at quarter past and quarter to each hour. 
 

This is no small task and would require assistance from a number of 
volunteers.  A suggested plan is to have half-day shifts, 9am to 1pm and 1pm 
to 5pm, a total of 46 shifts over the proposed period.  The logging period 
could be extended for a further week if volunteer numbers are sufficient which 
will give a better result.  Ideally they would like to record for how long people 
may have to queue for as well as actual 
boat numbers. 
 

If you can spare a half day or even a couple 
of half days during this period your 
assistance would be greatly appreciated.  
For further information or to volunteer 
please contact Peter Brown on 01630 
652567 or email him at  
iwa@peter-quita.demon.co.uk.  Peter is 
away until the 6th June and again between 
12th & 26th June.  If you wish to register 
your interest within those dates, please 
contact the Cuttings Editors. 

Grindley Brook Congestion 
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Independent Small Tasks Team 
Volunteers 

A work party was held by the independent Small Tasks Team Volunteers 
group on 6 February at  the Nantwich Services Area – the work party that was 
rained off on 23 January.  Jobs 
done include: 

 painting the release valve, 
the water point and mooring 
bollards; 

 repairs to the fences around 
the release valve and behind 
the services block and their 
treatment with preservative; 
and 

 general weeding and tidying 
up around the release valve 
and the Service Block. 

 

Ten members of the Small 
Task Team Volunteers had a 
profitable day on 20 February 
at Hoolgrave Bridge (Bridge 11) 
on the Middlewich Branch.  
Undergrowth, over hanging 
trees and excess hedging were 
removed in preparation for the 
installation in April of steps 
leading from the towpath up to 
the footpath crossing bridge.  
 

Twelve volunteers gathered at 
Christleton (Bridge 122, SU 
Main Line) on 13 March and 
had an enjoyable day.  Five 
mooring rings were installed for the water point and block paving was laid 
around the water point and as a path from the towpath up to a notice board.  
Totem posts and signage were installed for the water point, all local canal 
side artefacts were painted and a considerable amount of rubbish cleared in 
the environs.  All mooring bollards at Christleton Lock were painted and on 
the Wirral section, the commemorative bench installed on 23 January at the 
Stoak Leisure Area by Picton Lane Bridge 136 was treated with two coats of 
preservative and the commemorative plaque attached. 
 

Work in progress at Nantwich 

Refurbished release valve at Nantwich 

mailto:iwa@peter-quita.demon.co.uk
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In April the Small Tasks Team 
Volunteers achieved the small 
milestone of undertaking the 50th task 
for the Canal & River Trust since the 
group completed its first task in March 
2012.  This milestone was met on 2nd 
to 4th April when timber board and 
aggregate steps (with hand rails) were 
installed at Hoolgrave Bridge (Bridge 
11) on the Middlewich Branch of the 
Shropshire Union Canal to improve 
access between a public footpath 
crossing the bridge and the canal 
towpath.  Additionally, an access gate 
with adjacent fencing was installed at 
the head of the steps. 
 

This task was requested by Church 
Minshull Parish Council who wish to 
establish a circular walk, The Minsh 
Trail, from the village and embracing 
the canal.  The project has the 
backing and support of the Waterways 
Partnership as their local appeal 
project for this year.  The intention is 
that now the steps have been installed 
the Parish Council will complete its 

arrangements with Canal & River Trust to adopt a stretch of the canal.  
Funding will then be sought to install an interpretation panel on the towpath 
and develop a leaflet to link the canal to the village and the local amenities.  
Part of the proposal is to work with the local school to design the 
interpretation board - and possibly a seat in the shape of a badger to link in 
with the local pub, which one of the Waterways Partnership members would 
take the lead on as part of their community engagement plan. 
 

STTV planning for this project began in June 2013 with a preliminary site visit 
and over the following months the detailed project plan was developed until a 
window of opportunity presented itself in the group’s diary to undertake the 
work. 
 

The main works were done in the period 2nd to 4th April.  On 2nd April some 
of the required materials were delivered to site by road to the head of the 
proposed steps.  Other tools and materials were loaded on CRT’s work boat 
“Gowy” below Minshull Lock and then taken by the canal to the work site 
ready for an early start on 3rd April. 
 

Some twelve volunteers attended over the three days contributing in excess 

Working at Christleton in March 

Clearing undergrowth at Hoolgrave 

Bridge in February 
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Recycling Mobile Phones 

If you have any old mobiles that could be recycled to raise cash for the 
Society, please contact Pat Wilson 01270 528296 

Some of the happy 
volunteers including 
Millie the security dog, 
on the new steps at 
Hoolgrave Bridge in 
April. 

of 200 man-hours of work.  
The weather remained 
good on the work days 
although night time rain left 
the partially excavated 
route somewhat slippery for 
a while until work 
progressed.  All in all a fun, 
incident-free work party 
with an end-product where 
volunteers passing on their 
boats in the future can say 
with pride and satisfaction 
“I did some of that and can 
still feel the pain". 
 
 
 

If you see evidence of damage, theft or misuse of facilities please photograph 
it or at least report it to C&RT at Northwich so that it can be made safe, 
replaced or repaired as necessary.  Alternatively, let STTV know and we will 
liaise with C&RT to rectify matters if possible. 
 

(For further STTV information contact Paul Mills on 0151-336-1049 or 
Maurice Ward on 
01942-260459 / 
07791-350207.) 

New steps taking shape at Hoolgrave Bridge in April 
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Cheshire Cat Narrowboat Holidays 
 
Hire one of our comfortable, 2 - 8 berth narrowboats 
to explore the beautiful canals of Cheshire, 
Shropshire and North Wales.  Take the trip of a 
lifetime over the world-famous Pontcysyllte Aqueduct, 
visit historic Chester, the Anderton Boat Lift or cruise 
around the Four Counties or Cheshire Rings. 
Based at Overwater Marina, just north of Audlem. 
 

Full tuition given, pets welcome at no extra charge. 
 

www.cheshirecatnarrowboats.co.uk 
Call 07867 790195 for more details. 
 

Cheshire Cat Training 
Narrowboat Handling courses to suit all abilities.  Half
-day basic boat handling, RYA Inland Waterways 
Helmsman and Inland Waterways Crew certificates, 
two day Life Afloat courses. 
 

Phone 07867 790195 for details of our next course. 
 
www.cheshirecattraining.co.uk 

M & L Canal Services 
 

 Boat Safety Scheme Examinations and remedial work 

 Breakdown and Call-out service 

 Engine Servicing and repairs 

 Plumbing and Electrical work 

 LPG gas installations, testing and repairs  

 Gas Safe registered 
 
Call Mark on 07970 384047 
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Recycling Stamps & Post Cards 

Pat Wilson 

Anon x 2 
B & H Andrews 
M & D Awcock 
R Beswick 
R & E Bowlby 
P Bradley 
J J Brindley 
D Brown 
E Buck 
R & J Cox 

S Fahey 
M & L Friend 
J Harding 
I & S Hendley 
D & J Hills 
J Hulme 
A Lindop 
M A Long (USA) 
R Martin 
R & P Moore 

F Naylor 
J Pauley 
Price Family 
G & J Roberts 
D Sale 
Y Tennison 
Cheshire WI 
North Shropshire 
Trefoil Guild 
NB Carmel Marie 

Our final total for the past financial year was £1,381.50.  A really excellent 
result.  I have already forwarded cheques to our treasurer totalling £90 for 
sales since 31st March.  Do remember that I can also sell old UK bank notes 
and coins as well as foreign ones.  As always, I will pass on to Peter James 
inkjet cartridges and mobile phones delivered to me.  Every little helps! 
 

Many thanks to everyone listed: 

 

RICHARD POTTER LTD 
 

Supplier of Quality Hardwoods, Softwoods and Sheet Materials to 

many Narrowboat Owners 

 

We always have large stocks of veneered and marine plywood together 

with extensive stocks of other sheets, hardwoods, etc. 

We offer a full cutting to size and machining service. 

Local delivery service. 

 

Millstone Lane, Nantwich, Cheshire CW5 5PN 

Telephone 01270 625791 Fax 01270 610483 

 

Monday - Friday 8:00 am to 5:00 pm 

Saturday 8:30 am to 4:30 pm 

Sunday (stock and shop sales only) 10:00 am to 1:00 pm 

 

Website address www.fortimber.demon.co.uk 

E-mail richardpotter@fortimber.demon.co.uk 

http://www.cheshirecatnarrowboats.co.uk
http://www.cheshirecattraining.co.uk
http://www.fortimber.demon.co.uk
mailto:richardpotter@fortimber.demon.co.uk
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If you would like Saturn to attend your event or you would like us to plan an 
educational event please contact info@saturnflyboat.org.uk 
 

Event Date 

 Llangollen Schools education days, this is a joint project with Llangollen 
Wharf (www.horsedrawnboats.co.uk) May 

 Overwater Marina Open day, Audlem  1 June 

 IWA Campaign Festival, Chester  7 - 8 June 

 Middlewich Education Days W/c 9 June 

 Middlewich Folk and Boat Festival (www.midfest.org.uk) 
  13 - 15 June 

 Aqueduct Marina Family Fun Day 20 July 

 Audlem Festival of Transport (www.audlem.org) 26 - 27July 

 Alvecote Historic Boat Gathering 23 - 25 August 

 Maesbury Canal Festival  6 - 7 September 

 Whitchurch Boat Festival (www.whitchurchwaterway.org.uk) 
  20 – 21 September 

Saturn’s Travels in 2014 

Saturn at Maesbury in 2012 

Advertise Here 

Promote your business and support the Society at the same time by placing 
an advert in Cuttings.  For the very modest cost of £75 you can have a half 
page advert in Cuttings for a whole year.  Alternatively you can take just a 
quarter page or make a bigger splash with a full page.  More details on page 
46 or contact the Advertising Manager, Roger Beswick, on 01244 332553, 
fax 01244 330122 or e-mail haslemere@chester50.plus.com 
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Telfordisation... 

or credit given where credit is due. 
 

There is no doubt that Thomas Telford made a considerable contribution to 
the design of canals, roads and bridges.  However his substantial presence 
sometimes overwhelms the input from his colleagues.  An example is the 
Pontcysyllte Aqueduct, where William Jessop often gets left off the credits. 
 

It seems that the article published 
last issue about the Wappenshall 
Wharf, sourced from the 
Shrewsbury and Newport Canals 
Trust, has provoked a similar 
response.  Local historian Gavin 
Watson takes issue with the 
article and writes, “The piece 
starts out with a whopping 
falsehood in the first two lines, 
claiming that the canal 
warehouses were ‘built by 
Thomas Telford’.  They weren’t.  The architect and contractor for the three-
storey transhipment warehouse was James Trubshaw, engineer to the Trent 
& Mersey Canal Co and the man responsible for important work for the Duke 
of Sutherland at his houses at Lilleshall Hall and Trentham Park.”  He 
continues, “The earlier two-storey warehouse was probably built by the 
anonymous in-house surveyor to the Sutherland Estate, a man well 
experienced in farm and storage buildings which the warehouse closely 
resembles.” 
 

Gavin does concede that Telford was almost certainly responsible for the 
skew-arch bridge through which the Newport arm leads into the Shrewsbury 
Canal basin, but its stonework construction is at odds with the brick 
warehouses.  He concludes by saying that he hopes that the planned 
educational programme will give due credit to Trubshaw and his colleagues.  
He also notes a sneaking suspicion that the high profile of Telford’s name 
may have helped the Lottery people appreciate the importance of the site 
and help justify the use of the title “Thomas Telford’s Wappenshall Wharf”. 
 

David Adams, a trustee of the SNCT, has broadly supported Gavin’s views 
and has also expressed his concerns about the use of Telford’s name in the 
title of the project.  He explains that a title was urgently needed for the 
restoration project, and as Telford was very much connected with the canals 
and the nearby town carrying his name, when a group of Trustees (of which 
he was not one) met with representatives of the Heritage Lottery Fund it 

mailto:info@saturnflyboat.org.uk
mailto:haslemere@chester50.plus.com
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seemed a good idea to incorporate his name. 
 

Regular contributor and extremely knowledgeable canal and railway historian 
Peter Brown has also expressed his disappointment on the use of Telford’s 
name, as can be seen by his letter published in the May issue of Waterways 
World.  He points out that the wharf was developed by the Duke of 
Sutherland and not the canal company. 
 

David’s view was that the trust should not be in the business of perpetuating 
myths and that the project should be given a temporary title during the 
restoration, despite assurances from the other trustees that the proposed 
Heritage Centre would commemorate the work of all those involved.  Those 
involved in the development of the local canal system include Leveson-
Gowers, the Gilberts, Josiah Clowes, Thomas Telford, Alexander Easton, the 
Sutherlands, James Lock and finally the architect and contractor for the three
-storey warehouse, James Trubshaw, all of whom should receive some 
recognition. 
 

However this is not the end of the story.  John Myers, fellow trustee and 
source of the original article, counters that there is good justification in the 
use of Telford’s name.  He makes a number of points which are summarised 
here: 
 

Although Telford came late to the Shrewsbury Canal [having taken over on 
the death of Josiah Clowes, who had planned much of line and overseen 
much of the construction] he did make a significant contribution to it, not least 
with the construction of the iron aqueduct at Longdon on Tern.  The canal 
was the first to be opened in which Telford had been involved.  The 
magnificent skew bridge is Telford’s, as is the Newport Canal.  He fully 
accepts that James Trubshaw designed the three storey transhipment 
warehouse and that the designer of the smaller warehouse remains unknown 
despite Peter Brown’s extensive searching of the Staffordshire Archives.  
However he feels there is some justification in claiming it to be of “Telford 
style” based on its very close resemblance to the warehouse at High Onn on 
the Shroppie main line.  Whilst Telford might not have had any direct 
involvement in its construction it is quite likely that Telford’s designs were 
being widely adopted.  In addition, the wharf manager’s house is also 
designated as being “Telford style” having many similarities to others used on 
Telford’s canals eg at Ellesmere and the larger wharf manager’s house at 
Maesbury Marsh. 
 

In conclusion, John states that, “Wappenshall does have specific Telford 
involvement, although the degree can be debated.  This, and its position in 
north Telford, makes it an ideal site to create a celebration of his life.”  Let us 
hope that others involved in the construction of the Shrewsbury and Newport 
Canals and their associated structures will also be given due credit. 
Based on correspondence from John Myers, David Adams (SNCT Trustees) 
and Gavin  Watson. David Owen-Roberts 
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We all extend a warm welcome to: 
 

Mr and Mrs Sutton of Barthomley, Crewe 
Mr E Parr of Penistone, Sheffield 
Mr and Mrs Edge of Newton Poppleford, Devon as Life Members 
Mr C Bryan-Smith of Oswestry 
Mr and Mrs Lawler and Family of Woore 
Mr and Mrs Coleman of Todmorden, West Yorks 
Mr and Mrs Hesketh and Family of Ellesmere as Life Members 
Mr E Rough of Shrewsbury as a Life Member 
 

Annual subscriptions fall due on 1 July and I have noticed that quite a number 
of members use their internet banking facilities to make their payment.  
Subscription rates remain unchanged at £10 pa for single, couples and 
families and the bank details to use are: 
 

Shropshire Union Canal Society Sort Code 55-50-05 
Account Number 01630962 
 

Please include your membership number as a reference. 
 

Gift Aid remains an important component of our subscription rates so if you 
have not made a declaration already and pay UK income or capital gains tax, 
please do so.  A quick call or e-mail will provide the declaration form. 
 

We are always looking for new members so if you know of anybody who 
would like to join us, please point them at our website which contains a 
downloadable membership application.  Alternatively, contact me and I will 
send you a small pack of membership applications and publicity leaflets. 
 

You can contact me about these or any other membership matter at 28, 
Millfield Drive, Market Drayton TF9 1HS, telephone 01630 656525 or by email 
to sucsmemsec@btinternet.com. 
 

Ian Hendley 

Membership News 

Recycling for SUCS 

Peter James  (01743 364100, 71 Washford Road, Shrewsbury SY3 9HW) 
recycles printer cartridges and mobile phones for the Society.  If it is easier, 
you may still drop any cartridges in with Pat Wilson at Rincop, Wardle and 
she will deliver them to Peter. 

 

Cartridges and mobile phones add to the Society’s coffers so keep them 
coming in! 

mailto:sucsmemsec@btinternet.com
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In September the Mikron Theatre Company will be performing at Venues 
on the Shroppie. 
 

Sunday 7 September at Coton Mill, Newport Road, Gnosall, ST20 0BN 
01785 824339 - 3:00 pm  
Troupers 
This is a outdoor show with shelter and indoor back up.  Bring picnic, chairs 
and blankets.  Special thanks to the Witts family for hosting the show.  A 
collection will be taken after the show. 
 

Monday 8 September at The Anchor Inn, Peggs Lane, High Offley, Nr 
Woodseaves, ST20 0NG. 01785 284569 - 7:00 pm 
Troupers 
Beer available.  This is an outdoor show so bring chair and blankets.  A 
collection will be taken after the show. 
 

Tuesday 9 September at The Navigation Inn, Newport Road, Gnosall, 
Stafford, ST20 0BN 01785 822327 Web: www.thegnosallnavvy.co.uk- 
7:30pm 
‘Till the Cows Come Home 
Beer and food available.  This is an outdoor show.  A collection will be 
taken after the show. 

Mikron Theatre on the Shroppie 

On the ship canal waterfront close to the National Waterways Museum. 

We serve traditional South African 
cuisine such as Bobotie, Durban curry, 
game including crocodile and springbok.  
We also serve steak, fish, pasta, 
chicken, vegetarian etc. 

1 South Pier Road, Telfords Quay, 
Ellesmere Port, CH65 4FL 
 

Reservations 0151 355 1163 
www.jabularestaurant.co.uk 

No. 1 on Trip Advisor 
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The Society’s hedge-laying season commenced as usual on the first 
weekend of December, the first of three such events, and by the end of the 
last session in February we had successfully laid 150 metres.  Over the six 
days of work on the hedge we lost only half an hour to the weather - a 
remarkable statistic given that the work took place in two of the wettest 
months in meteorological history.  The participants consisted of the usual mix 

of restoration, hedge 
laying-only volunteers, 
and several new 
members.    
 

If last year’s hedge was 
some of the best ‘raw 
material’ we had 
encountered over the 
years, this year’s 
offering was the polar 
opposite.  The hedge in 
question was a 
continuation of last 
year's work to the north 
east of Schoolhouse 
Bridge (number 86).  It 
would be inaccurate to 

describe this particular section as a line of trees pretending to be a hedge, 
but the fact that it was necessary to remove 50 trees as part of the work gives 
some idea of its state 
of neglect.  This is 
understandable since 
this section of canal 
was abandoned over 
70 years ago and, 
presumably, has in the 
interim been the 
subject of only minimal 
maintenance.  This was 
confirmed by a couple 
of attempts to count the 
growth rings on the 
felled trees both of 
which suggested they 
were over 50 years old.  

Hedge Laying 2013 - 2014 

Site at the beginning of December 

After clearance work 
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The work followed the plan developed successfully in the last two hedging 
campaigns.  The site was set up on Friday with delivery of the welfare cabin, 
following which tools, first-aid equipment and welfare items were moved to 
the site from storage at Redwith.  On the Saturday the volunteers were 
divided into groups of three, each made up of experienced, intermediate and 
novice hedge layers with each allocated its own 10 metre section of hedge 
which they were to both clear and subsequently lay.  The most difficult 
feature of the job was that the hedge was on top of a steep bank 
necessitating much of the work taking place on the more level field side at the 

top of the bank. 
 

Using the tactics 
developed over the past 
few years the December 
weekend was devoted to 
felling the majority of the 
trees and clearing the 
hedge out.  There was a 
good turnout of over 20 
volunteers on both days.  
Having cleared the trees, 
dead and oversize timber, 
material not suitable for 

Hedge laying 

Preparing whips for planting 
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laying and general rubbish, the 
hedge looked what could be 
politely described as ‘sparse’.  In 
fact it contained only a modest 
amount of material suitable for 
laying.  In contrast to that on the 
restoration site the canal bed 
adjacent to the hedge was 
completely dry, and this aided the 
disposal of brash by bonfire on 
each of the Sundays.  The timber 
from the felled trees was disposed 
of to the farmer of the adjacent 
field, the residents of the houses 
adjacent to the site and the rest 
was spirited away by various 
volunteers. 

 

The January work party saw the 
start of laying of the hedge and, 
with the unwanted material in the 
hedge out of the way, progress 
was rapid.  The turnout of 19 both 
days ensured that over 100 metres was finished during the weekend.  The 
minimalist nature of the hedge meant that a considerable amount of 
deadwood had to be inserted to create a meaningful barrier, but there were 
still a number of gaps apparent at the end.  
 

Delivery of some excellent hedging whips by CRT prior to the February work 
party gave us the opportunity to fill the gaps.  The whips were a mixture of 
hawthorn and blackthorn, hazel, field maple and some lovely looking copper 
beech.  One group of volunteers took on the task of planting the whips 
together with the necessary rabbit guards and supporting canes.  The rest of 
the volunteers made short work of laying the rest of the hedge and burning 
the remaining brash.  By mid-afternoon on Sunday the job was finished.  The 
result looks very good and represents a remarkable transformation of the 
towpath in that area.  
 

Since we started our journey at Malthouse Bridge in winter 2008/09 we have 
finished over 1,000 metres of hedge, and the houses at Crickheath are now 

clearly visible from the furthest extent of our site this 
year.  Thus it is possible that the hedging work may get 
to Crickheath from one direction at roughly the same 
time that restoration work makes an appearance from 
the other direction.  An intriguing prospect! 

David Carter 

Hedge from field 

Finished hedge 
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SUMBA Shropshire Union Middlewich Branch Adopters 

This new group of volunteers (SUMBA) was 
formed in February, under C&RT's "Adopt 
Your Canal" scheme.  On 19th March it 
carried out its first work party when damaged 
and missing signs were replaced at the Sykes 
Hollow picnic site. 
 

On Sunday 13th April seven volunteers 
supported by Glenn Young, C&RT's local 
Volunteer Co-Ordinator, carried out a litter 
pick from Brickyard Bridge no 6 to Prescott 
Bridge no 10 - one and a half miles.  Before 

setting off in glorious sunshine from Aqueduct Marina, the volunteers were 
fortified with toast and coffee courtesy of The Galley Cafe - many thanks.  
Seven bags of assorted rubbish were collected including plastic bottles and 
beer cans, a fisherman's chair and a winter coat - over 15 hours of volunteer 
time were recorded.  Several of the passing boats yelled out a 'thank you' of 
encouragement which made it feel like a job worth doing. 
 

C&RT are keen to sustain the natural environment of the canal side and are 
encouraging SUMBA to undertake a wild flower audit and plant appropriate 
shrubs and trees alongside the towpath and at Sykes Hollow.  They are also 
encouraging the inclusion of fruit bushes such as blackcurrant and 
gooseberries plus rhubarb rhizomes - to be made available for the benefit of 
passing boaters and walkers - which will complement SUMBA's plan to plant 
varieties of Cheshire's 33 historic apple trees.  Any support and help with this 
audit is welcomed, including from gardening enthusiasts who could help plan 
the planting. 
 

SUMBA will be continuing with an ongoing monthly programme of 
enhancement on its adopted stretch between Barbridge Junction and Bridge 
11 near Church Minshull – it has a three year plan.  The next task will be on 
Tuesday 13th May 
when we will be painting 
the two benches at 
Barbridge  Junction and 
carrying out general site 
enhancement.   

For more information 
about SUMBA please 
contact Graham on 
07853 275 222 or 
ggtr@btinternet.com 

mailto:ggtr@btinternet.com
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R J MARINER J MARINE  
  

 

ALL ASPECTS OF ENGINEERING 

CALL OUT SERVICE 

ENGINE SERVICE AND INSTALLATIONS 

FIT OUTS AND REFITS (cratches, lockers, etc) 

SAFETY AND COMPLIANCE WORK 

 

Telephone 01270 619426 and ask for Joan 

Mobile    07849 039661 

Email   joan.adair@btconnect.com 
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Collection Box Income 

The past financial year was a mixed one for the collecting boxes.  The high 
casualty rate among pubs and other small businesses has led to lost boxes, 
lost venues and some embarrassingly small takings while others, especially 
boxes in marinas, have done very well.  The total income for the year ending 
in March was £1,421 compared to £1,017 for the previous year, which is a 
healthy increase. 
 

That is only the sterling income -- there is a small but noteworthy leaven of 
foreign coinage from Euros to exotic Malaysian, Canadian and Turkish items, 
which of course are welcome: Pat Wilson will find a buyer for them as she 
does for everything! 
 

My thanks to all our collectors for their time spent trudging round with box-
stickers and receipt books. 

Sarah Thursfield 

Montgomery Milestones 

Above: Mike Friend, Pat Wilson and 
David Carter with Tony Hales and 
Rich Hamp (both behind) show 
Owen Patterson MP and Richard 
Parry around the Monty restoration 
site on 31 January (see page 4). 
 
Right: Pat Wilson, Chairman of 
SUCS, lays the final gold block on 
the Redwith to Pryces Bridge 
section on 5 May. 

mailto:joan.adair@btconnect.com
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Tel: 01270 525 040  E-Mail: info@aqueductmarina.co.uk 

Church Minshull Aqueduct Marina, The Outlanes, Church Minshull, Nantwich, Cheshire 

You can find us on... 

Fully Stocked Chandlery & Ordering Service 
Available Now 

Call 01270 525 045 to speak with a 
member of our Chandlery Team 

Marina, Brokerage, Chandlery & Café – Open 7 Days A Week 

www.aqueductmarina.co.uk 

For Brokerage Fees From As Low As 3.7% Call 
01270 525 046 

Charity Fun Day 2014 
Sunday 20th July 2014  10:00 – 16:00 

 

For the 5th consecutive year Church Minshull 
Aqueduct Marina will be holding an annual family 

fun day.  All are welcome and entry is FREE… 

A variety of stalls, crafts, entertainers & food 
retailers will be present on the day.  Donations 

collected will be given to the marina’s 2014 
charitable cause. 

If you would like to be part of the fun day please 
contact the marina on: 01270 525 040 

Have you visited The Galley at Aqueduct Marina 

lately? 

Why not pay a visit and sample our new 2014 

menu? 

VOUCHER - 10% OFF AT THE GALLEY FOR 

ALL CUTTINGS READERS* 
 

* Except Easter/Bank Holidays, One voucher per 

transaction, not valid in conjunction with other 

events, offers or discounts.  Valid until: 

31/05/2014. 
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Triple Tragedy at Audlem 

Within just a dozen years in the early 20th century, three wives of Shropshire 
Union boaters were drowned in Audlem locks. 
 

Mary Boswell drowned in Lock 13, close to the Company’s toll cottage, on 
Tuesday 11 January 1910 at about 7.30pm, in cold but not freezing weather.  
She normally lived in a house in Chester, but on this occasion she was 
accompanying her husband.  He was attending the horse, leaving her to get 
off the boat and open the locks.  He heard his eleven-year-old daughter 
Annie call out, “Mamma’s in the canal,” so rushed up, took off his coat and 
jumped in to save her.  He failed; indeed he had to be rescued.  Annie told 
the Coroner that her mother had stepped from the boat onto the lock step 
and fell in the water.  Mary was aged 32, and the family had six children. 
 

The next accident happened less than a fortnight later, on the icy morning of 
Saturday 22 January.  The press report does not state the exact time, but as 
it says they had started from Wolverhampton on the Thursday at 6am, it is 
likely that this accident happened whilst it was still dark, sunrise being about 
8.15am.  Mary Rush had opened the gates of Lock 6 and had started the 
horse to draw the boat Harold out of the lock.  She slipped when getting back 
down onto the boat and fell into the water.  Her husband William was 
returning from preparing Lock 7 when he saw her fall and heard her call out.  
He took the rope from the horse and threw it round his wife, under her arms, 
and pulled her to the edge of the canal but was unable to get her out until 
their son arrived to help.  A messenger was sent on horseback to fetch a 
doctor; meanwhile Mary was got into the cabin, wrapped in a rug, and given 
some brandy, but she died shortly afterwards.  Mary, aged 56, was said to be 
‘pretty active’ but lame on one foot.  The Coroner thought that if she had 
been a younger woman she may have been saved after she was taken out of 
the water, but it was probably the shock which that caused her death. 
 

On the relatively mild morning of Monday 3 January 1921 Nellie Statham, 
aged 32, was working the boat Chancellor with her husband William; their 
four-year old daughter Nellie was with them.  They had tied up at Audlem 
wharf for the weekend, then started off at 6.15am.  The accident happened at 
Lock 8 at about 7am.  William had gone on to prepare the next lock and 
heard Nellie call out, “Oh, Will!”  He ran back as quickly as possible, saw her 
head just above the water and jumped in, but she had sunk.  He nearly lost 
his own life in attempting to rescue her.  He thought she must have lost her 
footing when trying to get on the boat as it was leaving the lock.  Henry 
Williams, the Shropshire Union carpenter who lived in the cottage (now long 
gone) alongside Lock 8 heard the shout and helped get Nellie out of the 
canal but they could not revive her. 
 

There are many similarities between the three 

http://www.aqueductmarina.co.uk
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accidents: all involved the wives of steerers, all had homes ashore and all 
were experienced boaters.  All happened when the wife had been left to work 
the boat alone.  All were in the dark or near dark.  All were in January.  
Everybody would have been wearing several layers of woollen and cotton 
winter clothing, which would have become very heavy when waterlogged.  
Nobody involved could swim — neither the victims nor those trying to help — 
a point about which James Bate, the Coroner on all three occasions, was 
particularly critical. 
 

All three were recorded in the minutes of the Executive Committee of the 
Shropshire Union, but in no case was the woman named.  The main concern 
seemed to be that no blame was being attributed to the Company, the verdict 
in all three cases being ‘accidentally drowned’.  Following the 1921 death, the 
Company’s District Inspector had promised the Coroner that he would report 
to the General Manager the recommendation that the Company should try to 
encourage boaters to learn to swim.  Was this recommendation passed on?  
There was no mention of it in the minutes.  But was it a coincidence that at the 
same meeting that noted Nellie Statham’s death in 1921 it was decided to 
close all locks at night? 

Peter Brown 
Sources: Newport & Market Drayton Advertiser, 15 & 29 January 1910 and 8 
January 1921; minutes 23474 & 25541 of the Executive Committee of the 
Shropshire Union 

Audlem Wharf, Shropshire Street, Audlem, Crewe CW3 0DX 01270 812379  
 For menus, events and much more visit:    www.shroppiefly.com 

The Shroppie Fly has undergone a large refurbishment recently and the 

outcome is truly fantastic.  We have created a pub that is full of character 

with a warm welcome to all. 

Check our website for details of special offers and live music events.  

Whether you want a drink by the canal or a place to eat the Shroppie Fly is 

a great place to stop.  Ample parking and nearby visitor moorings make it 

an ideal destination whether you come by boat or car.  Check our website, 

search ’shroppie’ on Facebook or give us a call to see what is going on. 
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In Search of Flatmen 

The 2005 maiden voyage of Jennie Bee. 
 

Jennie Bee, our first 45' narrowboat built by Ken Yates at Billing, was 
delivered by road to our mooring at Market Drayton in November 2004.  
Following short trials we planned our first trip for March (after stoppages) 
and in hope of warmer weather.  In the meantime Viv (my mate) had 
seriously damaged knee ligaments skiing.  To supplement the crew we 
invited sailing friends Johnny (a fellow RYA Day Skipper) and wife Annie to 
join us for the trip. 

 

The plan was to follow in the footsteps 
of my forbears who, it is claimed, were 
nineteenth century flatmen on the River 
Weaver, ferrying salt on sailing barges 
(flats) from our hometown Northwich in 
mid-Cheshire, to the Mersey for trans-
shipment and export around the world.  
Ideally we would make  
the trip as a 'Ring' but this would 
involve a section of the Manchester 
Ship Canal - a daunting prospect for a 
maiden voyage.  Undeterred, we 

acquired the necessary seaworthiness certificate, permit, VHF radio, anchor, 
extra warps etc and set off into a biting north wind.  
 

Within an hour and halfway through our first flight of locks, it rained very cold 
rain and we retired to the hot stove below, away from the weather, possibly 
for the night and to decide whether a midsummer  
embarkation might be a better idea.  Half an hour later, full of tea, buns and 
enthusiasm we resumed the odyssey, never to look back.  Indeed by 
lunchtime next day with 20 locks (Adderley and Audlem) behind us, fish and 
chips and a couple of bottles of good wine inside us and family following our 
progress, we were sure we'd burned our boats.  
 

Progress was good for the next two days despite punching head on into the 
continuing cold north wind.  We spent a winter's night moored outside the 
Lion Salt Works at Marston followed by a lovely morning walk to Marbury 
Mere with our dogs Tigger and Poppy, before our approach to Anderton Lift 
– no response to mobile phone enquiries.  Would it be open this early in the 
year?  It looked VERY closed when we arrived, but Roger (what a star) of  
nb ‘Somniac’ was also waiting, full of confidence.  Sure enough, very helpful 
BWB staff turned up and down we went together with ‘Somniac’ and 
watched by an envious audience.  
 

http://www.shroppiefly.com
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A fascinating experience and for me 
nostalgic as it was the first time I had 
seen the lift since I was a child in my 
father's boat, more than 50 years 
earlier.  The staff warned Saltersford 
Lock that we were on our way and to 
expect us before closing time.  We 
gained the strong impression that 
boats travelling down the Weaver 
Navigation, especially at this time of 
year, are something of a rarity.  
Lockeeper Bryn was pleased to see 

us, "Haven't I seen you down here before?"  "Not for at least 50 years!"  "I bet 
there's an interesting story behind that.  Let me close the gates and you can 
tell me.  I'm trying to compile a living history of the Navigation.  What's your 
name?"  “Boden,” I told him and he rushed inside to emerge with a recent 
local newspaper article about a family of the same name who had been 
keepers of Frodsham lock for more than 100 years!  So the voyage of 
discovery was underway.  Bryn provided lots of helpful leads, particularly to 
the archivist at Ellesmere Port Boat Museum, and it was some time before we 
were on our way again. 
 

Minutes later we arrived at Dutton Lock where residents Jane and Nigel made 
us very welcome, charged our cameras and joined us for another bottle of 
wine before retiring for the night.  In the morning we visited a pleasant 
landscaped area beside the canal with sculptures of a Weaver Flat, a flatman 
and cargoes.  We discovered that we should have given 48 hours notice to 
both the unmanned Weston Lock and Ellesmere Port swing bridge but BWB 
staff were very forgiving and seemed genuinely pleased to see us.  And so 
onto the Ship Canal! 
 

The junction of the River Weaver, the Navigation and the Ship Canal 
resembles a vast ocean.  Quite a sight as the Weston lock gates opened.   
Too late to turn back now.  Clearance from Eastham and we were on 

passage.  We listened on Channel 14 
and heard warnings to shipping to 
keep watch for a pleasure boat.  We 
were amazed that the ship canal is a 
haven for wildlife including a pair of 
red kites. 
 

We were also amazed at the speed 
of our passage, an hour less than our 
estimate.  We passed two massive 
moored tankers and a heavily laden 
cargo ship in transit.  We contacted 

Weston Marsh Lock 

On the Ship Canal 
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Ellesmere Port to ask what marks we 
should look out for but we were 
already there.  
 

To enter the Shropshire Union canal 
necessitated opening a low swing 
bridge over the lock.  To fill the lock 
without doing so invites certain 
disaster!  The lock for the bridge was 
seized up and staff had to cut it with 
shears.  "How long since a boat last 
came up then?"  "Nothing since 
November, only four or five in a year!"  "We're pioneers!" 
 

We moored up inside the Museum for the night and next day certain visitors 
thought we were part of the exhibit and came aboard!  That night we enjoyed 
an excellent meal at the ‘Jabula’ South African restaurant.  Highly 
recommended: you can eat big game and crocodile!  The food and authentic 
décor were stunning. 
 

Next day we explored around the museum, also highly recommended.  Sadly 
the archivist was tied up but we found a superb model Weaver Flat and other 
evidence of Flatmen.  
 

Two hours and a full-foam-mattress-around-the-prop later, and we tied up to 
spend the following night at Tower Wharf in Chester.  Music friends Lyn and 
Peter joined us in the evening for a jam and wine session with concertinas 
and fiddle.  The evening ended with a crash on the far side of the basin.  Our 
warps had been cut, one of them brand new!  Clearly the residents of 
Chester didn’t enjoy the jam as much as we did.  Next day, the friendly fuzz 
suggested that we were not the only dodgy characters in the area!  
Nevertheless, next morning, summer had arrived and we returned to Market 

Drayton in two days of delightful weather 
meeting up on the way with various family 
groups and a wealth of characters.  Eric at 
Crow's Nest boatyard - another star who fixed us 
up - and a whole range of historic boaters 
heading for the Boat Festival at Ellesmere Port. 
 

This is a delightful, historic and under-used 
'Ring'.  If you haven't tried it, do so.  It's definitely 
worth the Ship Canal red tape and they'd all be 
ever so pleased to see you. 
 

Our quest for flatmen continues. 
Bob and Viv Boden 

Pontesbury, Shropshire 
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Chas Hardern Boats Ltd Chas Hardern Boats Ltd est 1972 

 

Family run 2 - 6 berth warm and comfortable narrowboats for hire.  All year 

cruising.  Short breaks generally available.  Dog friendly.  Excellent tuition.  

 

Services on site: diesel, gas, pump-out, gift shop. 

 

Also: Gas Safe engineer, 24hr breakdown service.  40 years experience with 

all engine and internal boat repairs. 

 

Members of IWA, BMF, APCO, FSB  Hireboat  handover external audit  

 

T: 01829 732595 E-mail: Chasboats@aol.com Web: www.chashardern.co.uk 
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The Society Needs Your Help!  We hope 
everyone who can, will contribute to this 
important project. 

Information Urgently Needed 

Sometime in this present decade the Society should be celebrating its 50th 
anniversary - the question is When?  The first Cuttings was published when 
we were known as the Shrewsbury and Newport Canal Association and 
became the Shropshire Union Canal Society from 9th November 1966. 
 

So when do you, the members of the Society, consider the Anniversary date 
should be?  Which leads us on to: 
 

Recollections 
The Society wishes to compile an Anthology of Recollections from as many 
members as possible of their involvement in all aspects of the Society's last 
50 years of volunteering. 
 

The Society really needs your help with this project.  No-one should be 
excluded and we will publish the results as part of our 50th Anniversary year. 
 

PS: The Society Archives hold copies of Council Meetings from 18th April 
1968.  Would anyone have any paperwork relating to Council Meetings prior 
to this date so that we can fill this "information void"? 
 

Please contact the Society's Archivist at magric33@aol.com or  
01970 832 538.  Address: R.Hamp, Tygwyn, Bontgoch, Talybont, 
Ceredigion. SY24 5DP 

Grants from Shropshire Council 

We have been favoured in the past as recipients of grant funds from 
Shropshire Council through their Local Joint Committee scheme.  As the 
grant scheme has now ended this seems a good time to place on record our 
gratitude and to list the ways in which the money has been put to good use.  

 

In 2010 we applied for, and received, a grant for £2,000 towards the costs of 
hiring digger and dumper machines for use between Redwith and Pryces 
Bridge for the restoration season over the summer and autumn of 2010.  

 

In 2011 we likewise received a further grant of £1,000 to help defray the 
costs of plant hire and also the training of volunteers to operate the 
machinery. 

 

In 2014 we were awarded £1,200 towards the costs of accommodation and 
training for the hedge laying work carried out in early 2014. 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Chas-Hardern-Boats/239576126090656?ref=ts&fref=ts
mailto:chasboats@aol.com
http://www.chashardern.co.uk
http://www.audlemmill.co.uk/
mailto:magric33@aol.com
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2 June Montgomery Canal Forum - see page 14 
6 - 8 June IWA National Campaign Festival, Chester -  
  see page 17 
26 - 27 July Audlem Festival of Transport - see page 17 

21 - 25 August August Bank Holiday Lockwind - see page 5 

5 - 6 September Maesbury Canal Festival - see page 17 
20 - 21 September Whitchurch Boat Festival -  
  see www.whitchurchwaterway.org.uk 

Dates for your Diary 

 

Restoration Work Party Dates 

3 - 5 May 
7 & 8 June 
5 & 6 July 
2 & 3 August 
6 & 7 September 

4 & 5 October 
1 & 2 November 
see the website for more details. 

The planned restoration work party dates for 2014 are: 

 

 Page 45 Cuttings Summer 2014 

Copy Deadlines 

There are four issues of Cuttings per year, published in June, September, 
December and March.  The copy deadline is 1st of the previous month, i.e.   
1 May, 1 August, 1 November and 1 February.  COPY WILL NOT BE 
ACCEPTED AFTER THESE DATES. 

Cuttings Editors David and Chris Owen-Roberts 01270 567492 
 35 Woodnoth Drive, Shavington, Cheshire CW2 5BW 
 E-mail: sucuttings@btinternet.com 
 

The views expressed in Cuttings are not necessarily those of the Shropshire 
Union Canal Society. 

Contacting Cuttings 

Articles for Cuttings 

We are always pleased to receive contributions for Cuttings.  Text, photos 
etc. can be sent by post or by e-mail.  If you are ‘no good at the words’ 
simply send us the basis of your idea with all the relevant details and we will 
gladly put an article together for you. 

 

BOAT SAFETY CERTIFICATES 
 

competitive rates 
 

10% discount for SUCS members! 

ALL BORDER COUNTIES WATERWAYS COVERED 

NEAL DODD MABSE 
 
 

01686 630250 (evenings) 

BSS Authorised Examiner 
 

 

 

wharfhouse@yahoo.co.uk 

http://www.whitchurchwaterway.org.uk
http://www.hackgreen.co.uk/
http://www.shropshireunion.org.uk
mailto:sucuttings@btinternet.com
mailto:wharfhouse@yahoo.co.uk
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Support your Society; raise awareness and raise funds! 

 

Society Sweatshirts - S, M, L, XL, XXL £16.00 + £3.00 p & p 
Society Polo Shirts - S, M, L, XL, XXL   £14.00 + £3.00 p & p 
Society Teeshirts -  S, M, L £10.00 + £3.00 p & p 
Society Cap £3.90 + £2.50 p & p 
Embroidered Badges £3.50 + £1.00 p & p 
Boat/Car Stickers £0.50 + SAE 

 

For any of the above contact: 
Ian Hendley, 28 Millfield Drive, Market Drayton, TF9 
1HS, telephone 01630 656525 or e-mail 
sucsmemsec@btinternet.com.  Cheques should be made payable to the 
Shropshire Union Canal Society.  Alternatively please email the Membership 
Secretary with your order and confirm an internet bank transfer to the Society 
(Shropshire Union Canal Society  
Sort Code 55-50-05 Account Number 01630962).  

The Society’s Slop Chest 

Advertising in Cuttings 

The advertising rates are: 

 

Quarter page: £50.00 for one year (four issues) 
Half page:  £75.00 for one year (four issues) 
Full page:  £125.00 for one year (four issues) 

 

There is a 10% discount for Commercial Members.  The advertising year 
starts with the Summer issue of Cuttings (copy date, 1 May) but adverts are 
accepted at other times of the year on a pro rata basis.  To find out more 
please contact Advertising Manager, Roger Beswick on 01244 332553, fax 
01244 330122 or e-mail haslemere@chester50.plus.com. 

Discounts from our Advertisers 
The following advertisers are offering discounts to members:  Boat Safety 
Examiner Neal Dodd and Alvechurch Boat Centres Wrenbury.  Church 
Minshull Aqueduct Marina are offering discounts in their café. 

Please Support our Advertisers 

Mention that you saw their advert in Cuttings. 
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I hereby apply for election as a member of the above Society and agree to 
abide by the rules of the Society.  I enclose my remittance for ………………..* 
being my subscription for the year ended 30 June 201… 
 
 
Signed  …………………………………………………..   Date  ………………….. 
PLEASE PRINT IN BLOCK CAPITALS 
 
 
Name  ………………………………………………… (Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms/Dr/Rev) 
 
 
Address  ……………………………………………………………………………… 
 
 
……………………………………………………………...Post Code  …………… 
 
 
Telephone  ……………………………  E-mail  …………………………………… 
Single, Joint, Family: £10  Juniors under 18: £5  Life Membership £200 
If you are applying for Junior Membership please state your age here ………. 
 

Membership Number (for renewals)  ……………………………………………… 
If you are a United Kingdom tax payer please sign the Gift Aid declaration 
below to enable the Society to reclaim the tax paid on your donations 
(including subscriptions). 
 

Name of Society: The Shropshire Union Canal Society 
I want the charity to treat all donations I have made over the last four years 
and all donations I make hereafter as Gift Aid donations. 
 
 
Signature  ……………………………………………………..  Date …………….. 
 If it is more convenient for you and helps the Society if you pay by Standing 
Order or direct transfer.  Please ask for the appropriate form or set it up with 
your bank using National Westminster Bank Sort Code 55-50-05, account 
number 01630962 and give your membership number as the identifying 
reference.  If you pay automatically PLEASE LET THE MEMBERSHIP 
SECRETARY KNOW.  Please send completed forms to: Ian Hendley, 
Membership Secretary, 28 Millfield Drive, Market Drayton, TF9 1HS. 
Telephone: 01630 656525  E-mail: sucsmemsec@btinternet.com 

Application for Membership or Membership Renewal of 

the Shropshire Union Canal Society 

 

mailto:sucsmemsec@btinternet.com
mailto:haslemere@chester50.plus.com
http://www.shropshireunion.org.uk/the-society/merchandise
mailto:sucsmemsec@btinternet.com
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http://www.alvechurch.com/

