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Editorial 

Chairman’s Jottings 

Since the last edition of Cuttings there have been a lot of events on the 
Shroppie.  It started with the Norbury Festival which I attended but the 
Society didn’t have a stand there.  However, I think we should in future.  It 
was very well supported by boaters and the public. 
 

Then came the Montgomery Triathlon (see page 18) and what a contrast in 
the weather.  I helped with the marshalling and got about as wet as the 
competitors did.  It certainly is a popular event and good publicity.  Next was 
the May Lockwind (see page 33). 
 

On 2 June Anne and I went to Redwith to see the raising of the top plank; 
another milestone for the restoration (see page 43).  In the afternoon we 
attended the Montgomery Waterway Restoration Forum in Oswestry (see 

You might be forgiven for thinking that the Montgomery Canal has taken over 
in this issue.  This is because of some very successful events and the 
achievement of a significant milestone on the Montgomery this Summer, the 
opening of the Redwith to Pryces Bridge section.  But it’s only a quarter of a 
mile, I hear you say.  Yes, it is, but this quarter of a mile has taken six years 
of volunteer input, it is innovative and the techniques used will be 
transferrable to other sections and other restorations and it will open the 
gateway to further funding and progress.  But it can’t be used by boats, you 
say.  Well, yes and no.  At the moment it isn’t open to narrowboats but this is 
because a, it doesn’t include a winding hole and b, it takes a little while for 
the wildlife to settle down.  Unpowered boats are welcome, though and can 
be hired from Canal Central at Maesbury or you can bring your own.  The 
next section, to Crickheath Wharf will include a winding hole and then the 
whole new length of 2 km from Gronwen Wharf will be fully open to 
navigation and that is a significant step forward for the Monty. 
 

It’s not all that’s going on though.  Campaigning at Chester is underway and 
was marked by the successful IWA campaign festival, picnic areas are 
highlighted by volunteers and the Daniel Adamson has been restored.  Boat 
trips with a difference on the Manchester Ship Canal and the Shrewsbury and 
Newport Canals help to add to the diversity.  Please continue to support the 
Society fundraising, don’t forget to attend the AGM if you can and above all 
we hope you enjoy reading this issue of Cuttings. 

 

David and Chris Owen-Roberts 
Editors of Cuttings 
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page 7).  Once again a full house and Rich Hamp gave a report on the latest 
work being done by SUCS. 
 

The next day I attended the presentation of the Chester Waterways Strategy.  
This was on a boat on the River Dee.  The team that has been working on 
the project must be congratulated for the effort they have put into the 
proposals. 
 

Just two days later, Anne and I were manning the Society stand at the 
Chester Waterways Festival organised by the IWA (see page 30).  We had 
help from other members and were able to get away early on the Saturday to 
go to Canal Central at Maesbury to join in the ‘A Bit of a Do’ (see page 22) for 
the volunteers who had worked on the Redwith to Pryces Bridge section.  
The evening was good fun. 
 

Next came a visit by both of us to the Ellesmere Yard where C&RT had 
organised an open event for anyone interested in order to discuss ideas for 
what could be done on the site following the successful regeneration of the 
forge. 
 

19 July saw the ribbon cutting by Owen Paterson at Redwith Bridge (see 
page 40).  An emotional day for me because I have witnessed so many on 
the Montgomery over the years and we still have a long way to go to join up 
the English and Welsh restored bits.  So many volunteers have given their 
time and effort over the years. 
 

The next day was quite different for both Anne and I as we manned the 
Society stall at the Aqueduct Marina Family Fun Day.  The Parton family, 
staff and moorers support the Society such a lot for which we say a big thank 
you. 
 

What next?  Before you read this I will have attended the Audlem Festival of 
Transport and both Anne and I will have been busy with the August 
Lockwind. 
 

 Pat Wilson 
Chairman 

AGM 

The Annual General Meeting of the Shropshire Union Canal Society Limited 
will take place at Llanymynech Village Hall, Station Road, Llanymynech, 
SY22 6EE on Saturday 8th November 2014 at 14:30 hrs.  After the meeting 
there will be a speaker: David Hennessey, Project Manager for the 
Montgomery Canal restoration HLF bid.  The form for nomination of trustees 
is available on the website.  Forms must be submitted by 24th October.  The 
agenda, including details of nominations, will be available on the website 
from about 31st October. 
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Bramble Cuttings 

Many of our boating members will be 
familiar with the beautiful, peaceful 
offside mooring, known as Bramble 
Cuttings, on the Trent & Mersey Canal 
by Bridge 176.  This is a former clay 
pit which was used to provide 
puddling clay to line the canal.  The 
rails, still in place, were used by small 
wagons to load barges. 
 

The site has been enhanced and 
maintained by the Broken Cross Boat Club, a small informal group with no 
official club house but drawing members, including many SUCS members, 
from far and wide since 1997.  With permission from British Waterways who 
own the site, the Club cleared away the brambles and trees and installed 
picnic tables and barbeque stands for boaters to use.  Following a 
considerable amount of vandalism, the Club decided to upgrade the furniture 
and adopted it under the Volunteer Project Scheme (VPS) with C&RT.  In 
2012 they received five new tables through the VPS, built by Shrewsbury 
Prison inmates from old lock gates to a very high standard. 
 

Suitable barbecue stands came next.  Club commodore Heather Tennant, 
was chatting at a lock, as one does, about the problem of finding suitable 
stands.  This led, via the Small Tasks Team, to SUCS and the purchase of 
four BBQ stands for the site. 
 

The stands are now in situ and BCBC’s next plan, if it is feasible and with 
C&RT’s permission, is to extend the jetty to allow more boats to moor there, 
and update the signage. 
 

Heather wrote to Cuttings to specifically thank SUCS and the Small Tasks 
Team for their help and hopes that we will get as much pleasure out of the 
idyllic Bramble Cuttings as they do. 
 

March 2014 update:  The BCBC held 
their first work party of the year and 
discovered that trees had been 
damaged, a table burnt to ashes and 
the border fence destroyed.  Heather 
sincerely hopes that the majority of 
boaters enjoy the site and leave it as 
they found it. 

 

David Owen-Roberts (information 
supplied by Heather Tennant BCBC) 

The site in 2009 (Heather Tennant) 

A table with BBQ stand (Heather Tennant) 
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Restoration was the theme for the Montgomery Canal Forum on 2nd June 
2014 and shortly beforehand John Dodwell, a trustee of the Canal & River 
Trust, and Mike Friend had started the process of letting water into the latest 
section to be restored, a length of the canal which had been derelict for over 
60 years. 

 

Speakers told the Forum what had been done over the years by volunteers 
from the Waterway Recovery Group and Shropshire Union Canal Society as 
their contribution to bringing the canal back to life, with pictures showing 
dereliction before work started, volunteers at work, and the finished canal.   
Some of these were of the length from Welsh Frankton to Maesbury which is 
visited by hundreds of boats each year and will be busy on the first weekend 
in September with the Maesbury Canal Festival (see page 15). 
 

Alex Ball from Canal & River Trust told of the progress with the Heritage 
Lottery Fund project which should deliver another length of restored canal 
and additional nature reserves in Shropshire, habitat works on both sides of 
the border, and a number of community projects. 

 

The Forum concluded with a summary of the recent Northampton University 
study which showed the extent of social, economic and environmental 
benefits achieved by canal restorations, urban and rural, including - 

 over 50 jobs in recreation, leisure and tourism from reopening the 
Bridgwater & Taunton Canal, with over 600,000 visits generating spending 
of approx. £1.7million, plus enhanced property values 

 an increase of about 20% in towpath visitors following the reopening of the 
Droitwich Canal, with a £1.1 million spend from boating supporting 11 full-
time jobs, some £2 million of private investment in a new marina, and plans 
for significant waterside development 

 more economic benefits on the Forth & Clyde Canal, Liverpool Canal Link, 
Kennet & Avon Canal, Chesterfield, Rochdale and Huddersfield Narrow 
Canals 

 further benefits from new opportunities for outdoor exercise, conservation of 
historic structures, flood protection, land drainage and improved biodiversity 

 The benefit of canal restoration is actually much more interesting to see 
summarised in a short presentation which you can find online at  

 http://m.youtube.com/watch?v=dg0B_2v-bLk. 
 

What opportunities for Welshpool, Pant and Llanymynech, and other 
communities along the Montgomery Canal!  Do let me know if I can tell you 
more. 

Michael Limbrey 
Chairman, Montgomery Waterway Restoration Trust 

Montgomery Canal Forum 2014 

http://m.youtube.com/watch?v=dg0B_2v-bLk.


 

Cuttings Autumn 2014 Page 8 

The Shropshire Union Canal Society Limited 
Abridged Financial Report for the year ended 31 March 2014 
 

Notes on the Accounts for the year ended 31 March 2014 
An article summarising the Society’s financial activities for the year ended 31 
March 2014 was published in the Spring edition of Cuttings.  A full version of 
the Financial Report is available in downloadable form on the Society’s 
website or in paper form from the Treasurer on receipt of a stamped 
addressed C4 or C5 envelope.  The formal report meets the statutory 
requirements of both the Companies Acts and the Charities Commission and 
includes our accountant’s comments following his examination of the 
Society’s accounts.  This short note is intended to help set the annual report 
in context but if any member has a question or seeks to clarify a particular 
item, please get in touch with me and I will try to resolve the question before 
the AGM. 
 

At the end of 2012, the Society compiled an in-depth analysis of our future 
finances so as to be able to offer the maximum support for the C&RT planned 
grant application for the next stage of restoration of The Monty.  This analysis 
remains sound and we remain committed to our part in the grant application; 
this commitment is illustrated through the Designated Fund.  The advent of 
the C&RT organised volunteer group has effectively taken over the role the 
Society took in enhancing the Shropshire Union and Llangollen canals, at 
least for the time being, although we retain an interest in this sphere of 
activity. 
 

The Society again has enjoyed a moderately successful year and has 
remained focused on completing the restoration of the Redwith to Pryces 
Bridge length of the Montgomery Canal.  By the time this report is published 
that length will be in water. The year has seen the purchase of a considerable 
volume of materials made possible by the now closed Barrows of Boulders 
appeal and this alone is responsible for the considerable excess of 
expenditure over income. The Society plans to move the restoration effort to 
south of Pryces Bridge as a lead-in to the full restoration of that length to 
Crickheath Wharf. 
 

Our thanks go to all who have made any sort of contribution during this year 
and we look forward to the continuing success of the Society. 
 

Ian Hendley 
Treasurer 
 
 
 

Accounts 2013 - 2014 
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Report of the Council of management for the year ending 31st March 2014  
1. COUNCIL MEMBERSHIP AT 31st MARCH 2014 
Council members as at 31st March 2014 were: 
 

 L ANDREWS D CARTER M FRIEND 
 R HAMP I HENDLEY P JAMES 
 Mrs A LINDOP T O’BRIEN Mrs P WILSON 
 P RICHARDS F BARRETT  G WHITEHURST  
 J MYERS 
 

Since the Society’s last report A Hellyar-Brook, Mrs C O’Brien, and M Ward 
resigned as Council Members on 9 July 2013, 9 November 2013 and 14 
January 2014 respectively.  R Beswick and P Tolster were co-opted during 
the year (appointed 9 January and 12 March 2014 respectively).  The 
Society’s Secretary is Mr G Whitehurst. 
 

2. ACTIVITIES 
The Society is committed to ensuring that the Shropshire Union Canal 
System, covering the Llangollen and Montgomery Canals as well as the 
Shropshire Union Canal itself, is maintained and enhanced for the benefit of 
all users and visitors. When planning our activities for the year, the society 
has considered the Charity Commission’s guidance on public benefit. 
 

The advent of the Canal and River Trust’s own volunteer workforce has seen 
the demise of the Society’s involvement in small maintenance tasks and a 
step back from active involvement in new enhancement projects.  Rather the 
Society seeks to influence and encourage the new organisation to direct its 
efforts to the benefit of all users through the maintenance of facilities such as 
visitor moorings, seats and picnic tables throughout the Shropshire Union 
Canal system.  
 

It is not surprising therefore that our focus is now centred upon financial and 
physical assistance towards the restoration of the Montgomery Canal south 
of Redwith Bridge.  With the length between Redwith and Pryces Bridge now 
almost complete and re-watering planned, our efforts are centred on a short 
length of the canal immediately south of Pryces Bridge which, when restored, 
will dovetail into the anticipated much larger HLF funded project taking 
restoration through to Crickheath.  We hope to start this new work later in 
2014. 
 

The winter months of this financial year have again seen hedging parties at 
work on the Montgomery Canal.  The Society is involved with and supports a 
number of sister organisations within our geographical area of activity. 
 

It is apparent through reduced boat movements and empty mooring berths 
that public attention has shifted away from the inland waterways.  The 
Society has seen this through a small drop in the number of members and fall 
in income from our fundraising activities.  Events such as the Ellesmere Rally 
have perhaps passed their sell by date and become a liability rather than a 
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source of income.  However, donations from members and the general public 
and contributions from the Canal and River Trust remain buoyant and, in 
some instances, have been extremely generous. Most grants are for specific 
projects or activities and some donations are also given for specific purposes. 
 

Expenditure exceeded income by £36,893 and is due to our restoration work 
on the Montgomery Canal. 
 

3. POLICIES OF THE CHARITY 
Reserves 
The Operating Reserve created in 2012 to cover 2 years activity remains 
unchanged.  This designation is in addition to such reserves as they consider 
necessary to meet forthcoming obligations and commitments: 
 

Operating Costs  £ 17,533 
Events and Activities £   9,980 
Training   £   4,487  Total Reserve: £ 32,000 
 

Investments 
The charity operates a low risk investment policy to safeguard its cash 
holdings. 
 

 

 Rowan is a highly 
skilled blacksmith 
having won the Best 
Blacksmith award 
from the National 
School of 
Blacksmithing.  He 
has also recently 
been awarded a 
certificate in heritage 
skills for 
blacksmithing.  Now 
established in the 
forge at the 
Waterway Yard, 
Ellesmere, Rowan is 
available to take on 
commissions as well 
as selling his very 
popular animal head 
pokers and a wide 
range of artistic 
ironmongery.  
Please ring or email 
for more details. 

Email: rowan_o_c@yahoo.fr 
Phone: 07593 830 200 
Facebook: South Saxon Forge 

The Blacksmith’s Forge 
Ellesmere Canal Yard, Birch Lane, Ellesmere,  SY12 9AA 

ROWAN TAYLOR,   BLACKSMITH 
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Risks 
The Trustees have identified the major risks to which the Charity is exposed. 
A formal Health and Safety Policy document has been approved. The risks 
and policy are regularly reviewed and action taken to mitigate exposure and 
revise the policy.  In addition, the Trustees are careful to provide adequate 
insurance cover for both public and employees (volunteers) liabilities. 
 

Grants 
Grants are only made towards projects on the Shropshire Union System of 
Canals – as specified in the Articles of Association. The Trustees generally 
seek to make grants to generate further funding, whether this is to release 
funds available from other agencies or as an incentive to encourage grants 
from other sources. 
 

4. TRANSFER TO RESERVES 
A transfer of £4,000 to the General Fund from the Designated Fund has been 
made for this year. 
 

5. ACCOUNTANTS 
In accordance with the Company’s articles, a resolution proposing the re-
appointment of Messrs Hall, Livesey, Brown, as Accountants to the Company 
was put to the Annual General Meeting.  
 

This report was approved by the Council on 13 May 2014 taking advantage of 
the special provisions available to small companies within Part 15 of the 
Companies Act 2006. 
 

INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT for the YEAR ENDED 31st 
MARCH 2014 
 2014 2013 
 

INCOME 41892 36905 
 

EXPENDITURE (79550) (45823) 
 _______ _______ 

OPERATING SURPLUS (37658) (8918) 
 

Interest Receivable 765 1575 
 ______ _____ 
Excess of Income over Expenditure before Taxation (36893) (7343) 
 

Taxation          -         - 
Surplus for the Year (36893) (7343) 
 

Revenue Reserve as at 1 April 2013 220285 227628 
 ---------- ---------- 
Revenue Reserve as at 31 March 2014 183392 220285 
 ====== ====== 
There were no recognised gains or losses other than those included in the 
income and expenditure account. 

mailto:rowan_o_c@yahoo
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BALANCE SHEET AS AT 31ST MARCH 2014 
  2014  2013 
 

TANGIBLE FIXED ASSETS  124  1703 
 

CURRENT ASSETS 
 

Stock 899  1595 
Debtors 1273  1450 
Cash at Bank (Charity Dep Fund) 158982  188226 
Cash at Bank and in hand 32474 193628 40067 23133 
  193752  233041 
 

CREDITORS:  
amounts falling due within one year:  2300   4576 
 

TOTAL ASSETS LESS CURRENT  191452  228465 
LIABILITIES 
 

CREDITORS: amounts falling due after 
more than one year: 8060 8180 
 ---------- ---------- 
 183392 220285 
 ====== ====== 
FUNDS: 
Restricted Funds 11100 51239 
Unrestricted: 
Designated 132000 136000 
General 40292 33046 
 ---------- ---------- 
 183392 220285 
 ====== ====== 
 

For the financial year ended 31 March 2014 the company was entitled to 
exemption from audit under section 477 Companies Act 2006.  No member 
of the company has deposited a notice, pursuant to section 476, requiring an 
audit of these financial statements under the requirements of the Companies 
Act 2006. 
The trustees acknowledge their responsibility for ensuring that the company 
keeps accounting records which comply with section 386 of the Act and for 
preparing financial statements which give true and fair view of the state of 
affairs of the company as at the end of the financial year and of its surplus or 
deficit  or the financial year in accordance with the requirements of sections 
394 and 395 and which otherwise comply with the requirements of the 
Companies Act 2006 relating to accounts, so far as applicable to the 
company. 
These financial statements have been prepared in accordance with the 
provisions applicable to companies subject to the small companies regime 
within Part 15 of the Companies Act 2006 and with the Financial Reporting 
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Have you been on a trip that is slightly different or to an event on the canal?   
Why not share your experience with other members?  We are always 
interested in hearing of members’ exploits that relate to the Shropshire Union 
Canal and its associated branches.  Our feedback suggests that other people 
like to hear about it too.  We would particularly like to hear from people on the 
southern half of the main line – surely there is life south of Market Drayton? 
 

Or maybe you have a question about the Society.  Have your say and if 
appropriate we will ask Council for a response. 

Share Your Experience! 

Daniel Adamson on Display 

Standard for Smaller Entities (effective April 2008). 
 

Approved by the Board of trustees for issue on 13 May 2014. 
 
P WILSON – TRUSTEE 

The 111 year old SS Daniel Adamson has been on public display in 
Liverpool’s Albert Dock over the summer and featured in the city’s river 
festival in June. 

 

SS Daniel Adamson is a remarkable survivor of a trio of tug tenders built to 
operate on the River Mersey and Manchester Ship Canal, by the Shropshire 
Union Railway & Canal Co, to ferry passengers and tow barges from its 
Ellesmere Port terminus to Liverpool. 

 

The Shropshire Union sold its tugs after the First World War and after 
purchase by the Manchester Ship Canal, the ship served between Salford 
Docks and Eastham Locks as a tug and inspection vessel for more than 60 
years.  Apart from 
daily routine duties, 
SS Daniel Adamson 
also hosted VIPs and 
corporate events, 
including the King of 
Egypt and, in the 
Second World War, 
General Eisenhower 
stood on her decks to 
inspect preparations 
for D-Day at Salford 
Docks. 
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The end of her Manchester Ship Canal life came in 1986 with no funding to 
repair the boiler or for maintenance.  Laid up at the National Boat Museum, 
Ellesmere Port, in an increasingly dire and vandalised state, a decision to 
scrap this priceless ship was halted at the eleventh hour by the newly-formed 
Daniel Adamson Preservation Society (DAPS), led by chairman and 
professional tug skipper Dan Cross. 

DAPS purchased Daniel Adamson from the Canal Co in 2004 for £1.  Since 
then the volunteers have worked tirelessly to overhaul the engines, pumps 
and steering gear with modern techniques to be better than new and protect 
her superstructure against further deterioration. 
 

For further details see the website www.danieladamson.co.uk 
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Maesbury Canal Festival 2014 

The fourth Maesbury Canal Festival will be held on the 6th & 7th September 
at Canal Central next to the Montgomery Canal at Maesbury Marsh.  The 
increasingly popular biennial event will be offering a wide range of stalls and 
events including craft stalls and demonstrations, children’s activities, food 
and live entertainment including ‘Percussion Unlimited’.  Sunday 
entertainment includes a dog agility display at 11.00 am followed by a fun 
dog show at 12:00. 
 

The event runs from 10.00 am to 5.00 pm on the Saturday and Sunday with a 
special supper night on the Saturday.  This offers a choice of mushroom 
stroganoff or chicken curry with entertainment by local singer Libby 
Gliksman.  Tickets for the supper night are £12.50 and available from Canal 
Central but entry to the festival during the day is free. 
 

Another feature of the event is master fender maker Dave Walker who will be 
setting up his 50 yard rope walk and demonstrating rope making and fender 
making.  Also on show will be Saturn moored up on the adjacent 
Montgomery Canal and it is hoped to have a horse-drawn trip boat making 
the journey over the newly re-watered section to Pryces Bridge. 
 

For more information see www.maesburycanalfestival.co.uk or contact Dawn 
Aylwin at shrewsburyandnwales@waterways.org.uk or call 01691 830403. 

Pictures from Maesbury Canal Festival 2012 (Chris Owen-Roberts) 

http://www.overwatermarina.co.uk/
http://www.danieladamson.co.uk
mailto:shrewsburyandnwales@waterways.org.uk
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Independent Small Tasks Team 
Volunteers 

The independent STTV group had two visits to Hurleston at the junction of 
the Llangollen Canal and the Shropshire Union Canal main line - on 15 & 28 
May 2014. 

 

The principal task was to install a safety fence and 
steps at the lock mooring below the bottom lock of the 

Hurleston flight.  This task was at the request of C&RT following an incident 
in the recent past when a boater slipped and suffered a broken leg whilst 
negotiating the sloping bank up from the lock moorings to the path above. 
 

There was also a request to anchor four picnic tables properly to their 
concrete bases, the picnic tables had been removed for crane access during 

the winter maintenance stoppage 
programme. 
 

On Wednesday 25 June, 11 STTV 
members gathered at Lock 15 of the 
Audlem flight on the Shropshire Union 

Work in progress and the finished safety fence 

Left: before work started centre and right: work in progress 
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This page: 
 

Work in progress and 
the completed benches 
at Audlem Lock 15 

 

Canal main line to 
refurbish two picnic 
tables.  The tables were 
installed many years ago 
directly onto soil and over 
the years the benches 
had significantly 
deteriorated.  The tables 
were separated from their 
ground anchor chains and 
rebuilt before being re-
installed onto new 
concrete bases.  It was 
necessary to renew all 
seat slats and the table 
tops.  In addition, between 
Bridges 78 & 79, all 
signage was checked and 
replaced as necessary, 
and all totem posts, one 
milepost and two water 
points were repainted. 
 

(For further STTV 
information contact Paul 
Mills on 0151-336-1049 or 
Maurice Ward on 01942-
260459/07791-350207.  
Please note that the STTV 
is an independent group 
and not affiliated to SUCS 
or any other organisation.  
We are grateful to SUCS 
for providing this vehicle to 
advertise our activities in 
the North Wales & Borders 
Waterway area.) 
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The “Bike, Boats ‘n’ Boots”  triathlon held on 10 May 2014 was a great 
success this year with a large turnout cycling, canoeing and walking some or 
all of the Montgomery Canal from Newtown, Powys to the finish at Welsh 
Frankton.  Set up to raise funds for the Montgomery Canal Festival, 
organisers have confirmed this was their biggest yet.  Mrs Judith Richards, 
speaking for the organising committee said, “This was the third Montgomery 
Canal Triathlon and we were surprised and delighted to find that there were 
twice as many people joining us this year.”  She added, “Those who took part 
were helped by a large number of local supporters at locks and road 
crossings and at the changeover from one section to the next.  Our volunteer 
team coped very well with the extra numbers, and received much 
appreciation from participants.” 
 

Mayor of Newtown, Cllr Rina Clarke, started the cyclists.  At Welshpool, 
where bicycles were exchanged for canoes, the proceedings were supervised 
by the Welshpool Town Mayor, Cllr John Meredith. 
 

One of the volunteers, Dawn Aylwin, was on hand to see the cyclists across 
one of the first road crossings before dashing off to Llanymynech to sign in 
the walkers, just as the first participant, Howard Moore, whizzed past on his 
bike, completing the whole 35 miles in just over four hours.  SUCS Chairman 
Pat Wilson later took over at Llanymynech while Dawn set off for Welsh 
Frankton to welcome finishers. 
 

The weather was generally kind and many who took part were glad that it was 
not too warm.  The rain did make parts of the towpath in Shropshire a bit 
difficult and occasional high winds tested the gazebo erecting skills of some 
of the organisers. 
 

Many participants were raising money for charity, not least C&RT Chief 
Executive Richard Parry who raised over £2,000.  Notable also were the 

Liverbirds team who entered on 
a tandem with an inflatable 
canoe and raised over £800 for 
the Midland Air Ambulance.  
Fastest time for cycling, 
canoeing and running was Jean 
Ashley from Malpas who took 
half an hour off the previous best 
time to finish in a little over 5 
hours.  Setting himself the target 
of beating the triathletes, Moses 
Tumukende ran all 35 miles in a 

Montgomery Canal Triathlon 
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time of 4 hours 48 minutes, quite an 
achievement bearing in mind the 
condition of the towpath in places.  
Blind entrant David Greenwood from 
Llandudno completed the course with 
a guide on a tandem and two-man 
canoe.  Prize for the youngest entrant 
goes to Scarlett Carter, aged two, who 
completed the whole course ably 
assisted by her parents. 
 

After he had finished the 35-mile 
journey, Richard  Parry presented medallions to entrants: gold if all three 
sections had been completed, silver for two and bronze for one.  Richard 
missed an important canal restoration conference in Birmingham, but he was 
able to send delegates a video message from the towpath. 
 

The Triathlon supports the Maesbury Canal Festival to be held on 6/7 
September 2014 and is organised by the Shrewsbury, District & North Wales 
branch of the Inland Waterways Association and the Friends of the 
Montgomery Canal. (See P 15) 

Photos: Dawn Aylwin 

Photos Wanted! 
During the year at various times the Society needs to 
advertise the nature and breadth of activities that are 
undertaken.  Committee Member and regular 
Montgomery Volunteer, Fred Barrett, has become – 
for want of a better term of reference – ‘The Custodian 
and Manager of The Display Screens‘. 
 

You may well have seen the Society’s display boards 
at various events around the system and Fred is keen 
to keep the display fresh with photos of recent events.  
Fred works on the Montgomery Restoration Project so 
has access to many sources in that area but would 
welcome new pictures from events and activities 
elsewhere on the Shropshire Union System during the 
last six months and immediately after an activity has 
taken place. 
 

WHAT TO SEND: Please send only a few.  You make 
the selection.  You choose what is the essence of each occasion.  Three 
pictures maximum for each event and a very brief caption – about 7 words 
plus date and location.  Pictures need to be in .JPG format. 
 

WHERE TO SEND IMAGES: Please attach pictures to an email and send to 
Fred on lbwbarrett@live.co.uk.  Thank you. 

mailto:lbwbarrett@live.co.uk
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Three Men in Boats 

It all started with a chance remark from an old boater in his seventies:- “I miss 
those paddles on the Montgomery canal Dinghy Dawdle, is there somewhere 
else we can go?”  The dinghy dawdle, held every year on the Montgomery 
Canal for 25 years until 4 years ago, drew waterway supporters from far and 
wide to raise awareness and draw new people into the waterways movement. 
 

Roll on to 2014 and, with the support of the SNCT and the agreement of 
Telford and Wrekin Council, Natural England, the local angling clubs and 
Newport Town Council, the 12

th
 July found our little group beside the lock by 

the Black Shed in Newport. 
 

Since I had helped at the balsam bash and discovered the water lilies 
upstream to be almost impassable, I did not feel like navigating them again.  
The decision was therefore made to start off downstream and head west 
towards Edgmond.  This meant loading the boat trolleys and passing under 
the bridge to find a suitable launch point.  We reached the place after only 
shedding one load, canoe wheels being a bit of a balancing act.  A suitable 
spot was found for our septuagenarian canoeist and he gracefully slid in with 
barely a ripple.  Once we were all in, the paddle to Tickethouse Lock was 
simple, the weed being not as much of a problem as the impenetrable lilies.  I 
was reminded that canals with moving boats tend not to choke up with weeds 
and lilies! 

 

Portaging round locks is easier when you have more hands, particularly with 
a trained instructor like Mike Ward helping, although dragging the boats in 
and out is a fairly heavy effort and would be much simpler with some simple 
wooden rollers or sliders. 
 

The paddle down to the big pool at the end was splendid and we were soon 
back at the lock for another portage.  The launch sites were generally easier 
getting in than out due to gravity being a good assistant through sloping 
grass.  When we found 
ourselves back at the Black 
Shed we made the wise 
decision to call it a day.  The 
upstream trip can wait for 
another day. 
 

It may be 20 years since there 
have been pleasure boats on 
the Newport branch; let’s hope 
it’s not another 20 years until it 
happens again. 
 

Barry Witts, Member SNCT 
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SUMBA 

Shropshire Union Middlewich Branch Adopters 
(SUMBA) began on 1 April 2014.   Priority has 
been given to painting picnic benches, seats and 
totem posts and replacing damaged information 
signs as their condition is prominent in the public's 
eye.  Litter is another prominent issue and regular 
litter picks have been held. 
 

An Environmental Project to plant historic 
Cheshire apple trees and other plants alongside and within the hedgerows is 
gathering strength.  Suitable locations are being 
chosen for an initial planting project this autumn. 
 

Recently Aqueduct Marina's Open Day allowed a 
publicity stand and damaged signs and a picnic 
table have been refurbished. 
 

For more information about SUMBA please 
contact Graham Russell ggtr@btinternet.com. 

New Picnic Area 

In June a team of volunteers and C&RT engineers created a new picnic area 
and 48hr mooring on a beautifully tranquil site, between Bridges 37 and 38 on 
the Llangollen Canal near Whitchurch 

 

The project, campaigned for by Mike Johnson and Yvonne Crane, came 
together earlier this year.  With Mike and Yvonne’s financial support, a team 
of friends, together with C&RT, prepared the site, laid 50m of stoned path, 
installed three picnic benches and BBQ stands and created a 48hr mooring to 
each side of the picnic area.  The towpath edge has long been eroded and 

collapsed, becoming a home to water voles and other wildlife; C&RT 
engineers completed an environmentally friendly “pole & plank” edge to 
protect this habitat and to make good the line of the canal. 

New edge volunteer team finished picnic area 

mailto:ggtr@btinternet.com
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To celebrate the completion of the Redwith to Pryces section of the 
Montgomery Canal by SUCS restoration volunteers, a ‘Bit of a Do’ was 
organised for everyone who had worked on the section during the 6 years it 
had taken to complete. 

 

On Friday 6th June, narrowboat Montgomery, loaded with a barrel (empty!) 
from Stonehouse Brewery in Oswestry, started the journey to the event.  It 
was  the first ‘cargo’ to be taken down the Montgomery Canal since the 
breach in 1936.  Nigel Dolman of Radio Shropshire joined us at the top of 
Frankton Locks and spent time with us preparing a feature which was aired 
later in the day. 

 

Saturday 7th June 
turned out to be a 
‘Bit of a Day’!  After 
very heavy rain in 
the early morning, 
five narrowboats 
left Maesbury soon 
after 8.00 am and 
continued past the 
winding hole, (the 
present limit of 
navigation) through 
Gronwen bridge 
and along the 
length which was 
restored by British 
Waterways (with 
funding from Heritage Lottery and other European and match funding) and re-
watered in 2007.  The boats were met by cheers and clapping from the road 
bridge at Redwith and continued under the bridge on to the newly restored 
length to Pryces Bridge.  The first boats for 78 years! Brian Staniland, a 
volunteer for 29 years, standing on the front deck of the lead boat 
Montgomery, was fittingly the first person to pass under the bridge on to the 
new length.  A reporter and cameraman from BBC Midlands Today joined us 
at Pryces Bridge for a piece screened during the news that evening.  

 

The boats proved very useful during the day helping with the final operations 
on site so that by late afternoon the length was declared definitely finished!  
The boats then had the tricky task of reversing back to the winding hole at 
Maesbury, which was a test for even the most skilled of helmsmen.  That 
evening the volunteers gathered at Canal Central, Maesbury, for the main 

A Bit of a ‘Do’ 

First boat with barrel of beer and today’s navvies celebrating 
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 event, the ‘Bit of a Do’.  Before the meal, several people took canoes to 
paddle the new length and many more enjoyed a drink and catch-up with 
old friends.  Sixty four volunteers, past and present, enjoyed an excellent 
meal prepared by Iain and Fiona.  The landlord of the Cross Keys at 
Llanymynech donated a (full) barrel of Stonehouse Station Bitter for the 
celebrations.  Light entertainment followed with the inevitable tongue-in-
cheek, end-of-project ‘awards’ for outstanding volunteers.  For example, 
making the best flapjacks,  getting stuck in the mud,  the best excuse for 
missing a work party and not being able to tell centimetres from inches!  A 
special, serious, award was made to Brian Staniland who after so many 
years of volunteering on the Montgomery Canal has decided to hang up his 
hi-vis and hard hat.  His lovely wife Iris received an award entitled ‘Behind 
every man is a far, far better woman’ in recognition of the outstanding 
lunchboxes (notably the generous bowls of fruit crumble) that she has 
provided for Brian on his volunteer weekends!  Mike and I were also 
delighted to receive a canvas print of a photo of Montgomery taken that 
morning as we cruised from Redwith to Pryces bridge.  A perfect reminder 
of a great day. 

 

An interlude of canal songs from Dusty and Dave followed, friends of ours 
for many years.  Dusty Miller is an accomplished waterways artist but first 
and foremost a boatman of at least 50 years standing. 

 

The evening concluded with a rather different raffle as volunteers had been 
asked to bring something ‘unusual’ and wrapped up.  A fair amount of 
swopping and a good deal of hilarity followed!  

 

The ‘Bit of a Do’ was a fitting way to celebrate the achievement of another 
restored 430 metres of canal and to thank a very hard-working, dedicated 
group of volunteers.  Fred Barrett did us proud, using all kinds of tactics, to 
get so much publicity for SUCS and the Montgomery Canal.  The Radio, 
TV and press 
coverage for one 
event was quite 
remarkable.  The 
ripple effect of this will 
be a positive step 
forward in the coming 
months and years. 

 

 
Jan and Mike Friend 

New limit of navigation 
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Cheshire Cat Narrowboat Holidays 
 
Hire one of our comfortable, 2 - 8 berth narrowboats 
to explore the beautiful canals of Cheshire, 
Shropshire and North Wales.  Take the trip of a 
lifetime over the world-famous Pontcysyllte Aqueduct, 
visit historic Chester, the Anderton Boat Lift or cruise 
around the Four Counties or Cheshire Rings. 
Based at Overwater Marina, just north of Audlem. 
 

Full tuition given, pets welcome at no extra charge. 
 

www.cheshirecatnarrowboats.co.uk 
Call 07867 790195 for more details. 
 

Cheshire Cat Training 
Narrowboat Handling courses to suit all abilities.  Half
-day basic boat handling, RYA Inland Waterways 
Helmsman and Inland Waterways Crew certificates, 
two day Life Afloat courses. 
 

Phone 07867 790195 for details of our next course. 
 
www.cheshirecattraining.co.uk 

M & L Canal Services 
 

 Boat Safety Scheme Examinations and remedial work 

 Breakdown and Call-out service 

 Engine Servicing and repairs 

 Plumbing and Electrical work 

 LPG gas installations, testing and repairs  

 Gas Safe registered 
 
Call Mark on 07970 384047 
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Stamps Coins & Post Cards 

Pat Wilson 

P Bradley 
D Brown 
N & D Brooles 
J Eastough 
Firth Family 
M & J Friend 
N Gledhill (USA) 
M Handford 
A Helyar-Brook 
T Hesselgrove 
D Jones 

D & M Lee 
C Magner 
D & CM Owen-Roberts 
J & J Riley 
J Thompson 
S & N Thursfield 
G & J Webber 
R Wright 
WRG/IWA 
Australian Canal Society 
NB Tambourine 

Cheshire WI 

After only three months our total for sales is already an excellent £437!  As 
always, I will pass on to Peter James inkjet cartridges and mobile phones 
delivered to me.  Every little helps! 
 

Many thanks to everyone listed: 

 

RICHARD POTTER LTD 
 

Supplier of Quality Hardwoods, Softwoods and Sheet Materials to 

many Narrowboat Owners 

 

We always have large stocks of veneered and marine plywood together 

with extensive stocks of other sheets, hardwoods, etc. 

We offer a full cutting to size and machining service. 

Local delivery service. 

 

Millstone Lane, Nantwich, Cheshire CW5 5PN 

Telephone 01270 625791 Fax 01270 610483 

 

Monday - Friday 8:00 am to 5:00 pm 

Saturday 8:30 am to 4:30 pm 

Sunday (stock and shop sales only) 10:00 am to 1:00 pm 

 

Website address www.fortimber.demon.co.uk 

E-mail richardpotter@fortimber.demon.co.uk 

http://www.cheshirecatnarrowboats.co.uk
http://www.cheshirecattraining.co.uk
http://www.fortimber.demon.co.uk
mailto:richardpotter@fortimber.demon.co.uk
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A team of volunteers from United Utilities has been helping to preserve the 
heritage and environment of Hurleston Locks.  The locks lie next to the 
reservoir which receives water from the River Dee via the Llangollen Canal; 
the company uses water from here to supply Crewe and Nantwich and the 
surrounding district. 
 

“The partnership will help 
to make sure the company 
continues to provide safe 
drinking water to 
customers, and give 
employees the opportunity 
to offer something back to 
the community,” said Kate 
Snow, United Utilities 
South Area water 
catchment manager. 
 

“We made a real difference 
at the volunteering day, 
and took a great deal of satisfaction in seeing the area look so much smarter 
by the end of the day.  It was also an ideal opportunity to speak to canal boat 
crews about our drinking water supply here and the need to protect it.”  

 

Dozens of United Utilities staff are due to take part in more volunteer days 
over the coming months. 

Collection Box Income 

Collecting box income for the new financial year since March is £428.21.  
With luck the boxes are filling up over the warm cruising months, ready for 
emptying in the autumn. 

 

Sarah Thursfield 

United Utilities at Hurleston Locks 

The United Utilities Team at Hurleston Locks 

Advertise Here! 

Promote your business and support the Society at the same time by placing 
an advert in Cuttings.  For the very modest cost of £75 you can have a half 
page advert in Cuttings for a whole year.  More details on page 46 or contact  
Advertising Manager, Roger Beswick, on 01244 332553, e-mail 
haslemere@chester50.plus.com 
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We all extend a warm welcome to: 

Annual subscriptions were due on 1 July and, if you do not pay by standing 
order or have not sent me a cheque yet, please pay your subscription now.  I 
have noticed that quite a number of members use their internet banking 
facilities to make their payment.  Subscription rates remain unchanged at £10 
pa for single, couples and families and the bank details to use are: 
 

Shropshire Union Canal Society Sort Code 55-50-05 
Account Number 01630962 
 

Please include your membership number as a reference. 
 

Gift Aid remains an important component of our subscription rates so if you 
have not made a declaration already and pay UK income or capital gains tax, 
please do so.  A quick call or e-mail will provide the declaration form. 
 

We are always looking for new members so if you know of anybody who 
would like to join us, please point them at our website which contains a 
downloadable membership application.  Alternatively, contact me and I will 
send you a small pack of membership applications and publicity leaflets. 
 

You can contact me about these or any other membership matter at 28, 
Millfield Drive, Market Drayton TF9 1HS, telephone 01630 656525 or by e-mail 
to sucsmemsec@btinternet.com. 

Ian Hendley 

Membership News 

Recycling for SUCS 

Peter James  (01743 364100, 71 Washford Road, Shrewsbury SY3 9HW) 
recycles printer cartridges and mobile phones for the Society.  If it is easier, 
you may still drop any cartridges in with Pat Wilson at Rincop, Wardle and 
she will deliver them to Peter. 

 

Cartridges and mobile phones add to the Society’s coffers so keep them 
coming in! 

Dr MC Moss of Worsley, Manchester 
Mr DS Cummings, Carlisle 
Mr & Mrs Wright, Belvedere, Kent 
Mr D Selby, Newtown 
Mrs J Eatough, Wellington 
Mr Catlow & Ms Halbert, Kirkby 
Lonsdale 
Mrs J Fletcher, Nantwich 

Mrs E Houghton, Holywell, Flint 
Miss H Chorley, Wakefield 
Mr M Hobbs, Goldaming, Surrey 
Mr & Mrs Brewer, Ashley Heath, 
Staffs 
Mr & Mrs N Lambert, Chester 
Mrs J Stocker, Appleford, Oxon 

mailto:haslemere@chester50.plus.com
mailto:sucsmemsec@btinternet.com?subject=Ian
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A bright and sunny day (Saturday 26 July 2014) welcomed around 50 
historic boats to the village of Audlem along with many more visitors.  The 
boats ranged in date from late 19th C. to 1959, most with their owners 
alongside keen to talk to anyone about their pride and joy. 
 

Sunday saw over 200 cars displayed on the village sports field adjacent to 
the canal, with the Shroppie Fly and other pubs doing their best to feed and 
water the many visitors.  Audlem Mill was the nerve centre of the event, 
Peter and Chris Silvester being the organisers of the boat gathering.  
Saturn of course was present, moored just by the Shroppie Fly and 
attracted a lot of interest.  Also in attendance at the mill was renowned local 
waterway artist Shelia Webster demonstrating 
her craft and popular canal novelist Geoffrey 
Lewis was busy signing copies of his books. 
 

The event was enjoyed by many visitors and 
residents of Audlem and is now firmly 
established in the historic boat calander.  A 
more comprehensive report of the gathering 
will be included in the next issue. 

Audlem Historic Boat Gathering 
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http://www.rivercanalrescue.co.uk/
http://www.nantwichmarina.co.uk/
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IWA Campaign Festival, Chester 

Over 100 boats attended the IWA Festival in the basin at Tower Wharf over 
the weekend of 6

th
 to 8

th
 of June.  The Festival was arranged to highlight the 

campaign to re-open the River Lock leading from the basin out onto the River 
Dee.  The Festival was opened by the Lord Mayor of Chester, Councillor Bob 
Rudd who acknowledged that Chester had been left behind in making the 
most of its local waterways, and promised that the newly launched Chester 
Waterways Strategy would be acted upon.  (See next issue for more details.) 
 

Long-standing SUCS members Vic and Eileen Moses attended on their boat 
Lyndsey Jane on their way from Nantwich to Anderton and an account of 
their trip follows. 

 

The weather was not very kind as 
we set off from Nantwich on 
Tuesday 3

rd
 June together with 

Peter & Ruth Thorpe on Dream of 
Avalon, but we battled bravely on to 
the Cheshire Cat near Christleton 
where we moored for a meal and a 
glass or two.  These were both 
needed after the long slow slog past 
Golden Nook moorings! 

 

Wednesday dawned with the same 
wet and windy weather but we had 
little trouble with the locks into 
Chester; it being so much easier travelling with another boat through big 
locks!  We also had no trouble with Northgate locks as several volunteers 
were on duty throughout the week to help boaters descend to Tower Wharf 
Basin as quickly as possible.  In spite of the number of boats there were no 
queues and the early arrivals moored breasted up in the basin, awaiting 
instructions from the organisers on Thursday/Friday.  We could not see how 
all the boats could be re-arranged in a herring-bone fashion moored end-on 
to the bank but by Friday lunchtime this had been achieved with hardly a 
raised voice and no wet clothes!  Thanks for this operation, which had to be 
seen to be believed, must go to Mike Carter and his volunteers, who 
marshalled us into position beautifully.  Most boaters then set to with 
enthusiasm covering their boat roofs with bunting and flags to set the carnival 
atmosphere.  We decided at this point that we probably would not win the 
best dressed boat competition because of the superb work done by some of 
the crews; however we did our bit and joined in!  

 

There was music every evening at Telford’s Warehouse, with many boaters 

All lined up 
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going on Friday to a ceilidh if 
dancing was their thing. We 
however went to the Boaters’ 
folk night in the main marquee, 
which although as large as the 
site could comfortably 
accommodate, was rather 
small for the number of people 
involved.  After the band had 
left Barbara Bridges from 
WRG led a jamming session 
with her accordion and guitar, 
ably assisted by Ken Nelson 
from Selby, who, with his wife 

Mary, travels the country in their immaculate pair Ultima & Thule.  

 

Various talks and tours were held throughout the weekend, mainly to Taylor’s 
boatyard and to see the river link.  These were organised by the Chester 
Canal Heritage Trust and were so popular that we failed to get a place on 
any.  However, we were fortunate that Dave Newall on Dreamsong 2 is 
heavily involved in the work being done by volunteers in Chester and gave 
Vic & Peter Thorpe a guided tour.  If the funding can be obtained to build a 
lock so that the tricky weir crossing can be avoided; all the effort put in by 
Peter Bolt and the Festival team will be well rewarded.# 

 

Saturday was not a good day weather-wise and included a tremendous 
thunderstorm.  However we were amazed how many local people turned out 
to see the exhibitions and stalls and to be entertained by Apsara Dance, a 
local dance group who use pole dancing as a keep fit exercise (Ed: no 
wonder it was well attended), the Lyceum brass band and a R & B band 
called Prospects.  The mayor, Cllr. Bob Rudd, arrived during a shower in a 
local hotel boat to perform the opening ceremony and was welcomed by the 
Chairman of IWA Chester & 
Merseyside branch, Peter Bolt.  
By late afternoon the weather 
cleared and we were treated to a 
magnificent display by a lone 
Hurricane which did several 
passes and rolls over the site, its 
12 cylinder Rolls Royce Merlin 
engine sounding superb! 

 

Word got around that although no 
formal entertainment had been 
arranged for Saturday evening, 
Barbara Bridges and her 

Flags galore 
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accordion would be leading 
another jamming session in 
the Marquee.  Most people 
brought their own chairs and 
some even had a bottle of 
something for lubrication of the 
throat.  The evening was 
excellent, as most impromptu 
events are, and Barbara and 
her fellow musicians, who just 
seemed to turn up, enthralled 
a good crowd until gone 
11.30pm.  (Ken on 
squeezebox, Mick Goode on 

penny whistle, Paul Wolf on guitar, Mike Carter on banjo and Malcolm 
Bridges on Clarinet being the main performers.) 

 

Sunday was a fine day and various bands entertained a large crowd 
throughout the day.  At times there was barely room to move on the towpath 
but everyone was in good humour and the boaters seemed to enjoy 
answering questions about their particular pride and joy.  There was of course 
lots of interest in President and Kildare as well as Saturn and the other 
historic boats.  There was a Pet Show in the morning followed by the best 
dressed boat competition deservedly won by Dreamboat. 

 

For some people this was the end of the fun and most boats headed off on 
Monday up the locks and back down the Shroppie.  Meanwhile a number of 
us set off in the opposite direction to Ellesmere Port.  The trip was very much 
easier than in 2013 thanks to the spot dredging which was carried out last 
autumn.  The weather turned nasty again as many of the boats locked down 
into the basin and the museum café was a very welcoming sight for many of 
us, most of whom were rather damp! 

 

Vic and Eileen then took passage along the Manchester Ship Canal to 
Weston Marsh and back to their new mooring at Anderton via the River 
Weaver.  They finished their account with:- 

 

So our trip came to an end.  A most enjoyable experience and apart from 
some wet weather at times, trouble free.  Finally, should anyone wish to 
contemplate passage on the MSC, we cannot recommend Mike Carter too 
highly.  There is a fair amount of documentation involved and he works 
tirelessly to make sure everyone enjoys the trip safely.  If we have not 
mentioned people who were heavily involved with the Chester Festival we are 
sorry but can only comment on the actions of those we came in contact with.  

 

Vic & Eileen Moses NB: Lyndsey Jane 
For more information  see: 
www.waterways.org.uk/chester/iwa_national_campaign_festival_2014/ 

President and company 
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May Lockwind 

Delays in accessing our boat mooring meant we 
arrived later than planned.  By the time we moored it 
was almost time for Anne Lindop, with son, van and 
faithful trailer full of stock for the stall, to arrive.  
However, as we are now getting used to the process, 
the preparations were accomplished in record time 
and the site was secured for the night. 
 

Thursday started dry, but with the threat of rain the 
small band of volunteers began the process of 
erecting the tents.  Since several of the regulars were 
absent, those putting up the tents had more to do than 
usual, but managed magnificently and by mid 
afternoon, fortunately before any rain fell, the tents 
were up and the wares, if not exactly displayed, were 
unloaded and in place.  Once again, even though we 
were not collecting or selling, several generous 
boaters put contributions in our box, including a very 
generous donation from a party of hirers from New 
Zealand who praised the moorings that they had 
enjoyed on their week’s trip. 
 

The lockwind started in earnest on Friday, but the 
weather was not good and only 39 boats were put 
through. By the finishing time there was not a moving 
boat in sight. 

 

Saturday was another inclement day, but a few more 
volunteers arrived and a few more boats passed 
through.  The volunteers’ spirits were kept up by 
regular deliveries of cups of tea and biscuits. 

 

Sunday was a much better day weatherwise and the 
lock was busy, not only with boaters, but with visitors 
to the marina’s fun day, who came across to see what 
was going on.  Sales were good and boats were still 

waiting to come through when we finished, having 
put 66 boats up and down the lock. 
 

Monday, as usual, was the busiest day – causing 
the usual problem of how to keep boats moving 
and the money coming in whilst packing up stock 
and dismantling the tents.  The bonus from my 
point of view was that the weather was dry – there 

Pat Wilson 

Pat Wilson and Anne 

Lindop 

Elaine Whitehead 

Rhian Thomas, Helen Lane 

and Jane Lowthian 

https://www.waterways.org.uk/chester/iwa_national_campaign_festival_2014/iwa_national_campaign_festival_2014
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Grindley Brook Boat Count 

is nothing worse than trying to pack wet tents, especially as putting them 
away damp does them no good either. 
 

My thanks go to Anne and Pat for organizing the weekend, to all the 
volunteers who gave up their time to help make the weekend a success 
and to all the boaters who so generously supported the Society at this 
event. 
 

For the number crunchers amongst you, over the weekend 220 boats went 
through the lock, (39 on Friday, 47 on Saturday, 66 on Sunday and 68 on 
Monday) raising a total of £1,394 – less than we hoped for due to the 
inclement weather, but still over £6 for every boat locked. 
 

Finally, I was asked to provide pictures of people working at the lockwind.  
Due to the weather, opportunities to take the pictures were limited so I 
apologise to anyone missed from them due to the time they were taken – 
everyone is equally appreciated even if they have not made it to print!!! 
 

John Whitehead. 

John Whitehead Peter Lothian Geoff Lane Mike Winstanley Julie Winstanley 

As the magazine went to press the boat count (see Cuttings Summer 2014 
P18) was well under way.  The count, organised by Peter Brown, is being 
used to produce some objective figures on typical waiting times at the flight.  
We did a stint on Friday 25th April and it was surprisingly quiet; only 17 boats 
negotiated the locks with only a couple having to wait, and that was barely 
five minutes.  Our second spell, on Monday morning, 4th August was much 
busier with some boats having to wait over an 
hour.  What was significant is that whilst the 
flight might not look very busy with only one 
boat waiting to go down, they may have been 
waiting for an hour or more. 
 

Peter will be analysing all the figures recorded 
by the volunteers and produce a more 
comprehensive account in the next issue. 

David Owen-Roberts 
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R J MARINER J MARINE  
  

BOAT PAINTING 

ALL ASPECTS OF ENGINEERING 

CALL OUT SERVICE 

ENGINE SERVICE AND INSTALLATIONS 

FIT OUTS AND REFITS (cratches, lockers, etc) 

SAFETY AND COMPLIANCE WORK 

 

Telephone 01270 619426 and ask for Joan 

Mobile    07849 039661 

Email   joan.adair@btconnect.com 

mailto:joan.adair@btconnect.com
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Tel: 01270 525 040  E-Mail: info@aqueductmarina.co.uk 
Church Minshull Aqueduct Marina, The Outlanes, Church Minshull, Nantwich, Cheshire  

CW5 6DX 

You can find us on... 

Marina, Brokerage, Chandlery & Café – Open 7 Days A Week 

www.aqueductmarina.co.uk 

Joinery and deck boards 

Shotblasting and 

blacking 

Full repaints 
Stern gear 

Hulls steam cleaned and anodes fitted 

Signwriting 

Contact 
Aqueduct Marina 
Reception for 
more information 
on all our 
services. 

Engine 
repairs and 
servicing 

Engines fitted and 
serviced 

Overplating and fabrication 
work 

Brokerage and Chandlery 

10% OFF AT THE GALLEY 
FOR ALL CUTTINGS 
READERS - conditions apply.  
Please telephone for details. 

Monthly 
Social 
Nights at 
The Galley 
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Shrewsbury and Newport Canals 

When “restoration” is talked about on the Shropshire Union Canal system, we 
generally think about the Montgomery Canal.  However we shouldn’t forget 
the Shrewsbury and Newport Canals (SNC) which were brought together 
under the common ownership of the Shropshire Union Railway & Canal 
Company in 1846.  Last issue we looked at where these canals were and the 
earlier attempts at restoration.  Here we look at how the Shrewsbury & 
Newport Canals Trust (SNCT) see the way forward. 
 

Although few parts of the SNC remain in water, a new scheme is making 
progress on what is now a very tricky job – thanks to a ‘little by little’ 
approach.  “It’s a case of joining the dots,” says Bernie Jones, Chairman of 
the SNCT.  And the activities of a party of Waterway Recovery Group 
volunteers in action at Meretown Lock last January, just east of Newport, 
illustrates what he means. 
 

In a setting familiar to those who have worked on the Montgomery Canal 
restoration, a formerly heavily-overgrown 100 metre length of dry canal bed 
has been cleared of vegetation.  One group of volunteers removed tree 
stumps whilst another used an excavator and dumper trucks to clear out a 
filled-in lock chamber.  Meanwhile a third group were at work with a smaller 
digger plus spades and shovels, excavating a trench along the canal bank.  
This trench will be used to take a water pipe so that the dry section can 
eventually be re-watered.  When the lock is restored it will then be possible to 
connect it to a longer section of canal running from below the lock into 
Newport town, which is already in water but cut into 3 sections by filled in 
locks. 
 

Whilst these are short sections, by linking them up in this way the Trust aims 
to gradually create longer restored lengths.  That’s what Bernie means by 
‘joining the dots’.  It’s a sensible approach, given that this is a difficult 
restoration with numerous major blockages along the route.  That wasn’t 
always the case: a surprising number of the passers-by who stop to chat with 
the volunteers (and to express their enthusiasm that something is finally 
happening on the canal) remember the first proposals to restore the canal in 
the early 1960s – when it would have been relatively straightforward, but the 
plans were stymied by British Waterways’ unwillingness to backtrack on its 
plans to sell the canal off.  
 

Several subsequent proposals to reopen the route (consisting of the Newport 
Arm of the Shroppie and the Wappenshall to Shrewsbury length of the 
Shrewsbury Canal) have also been frustrated for various reasons over the 
decades.  So it’s very good news that the latest scheme looks set to at least 
put its first short section back in water, even though the obstacles that will 
eventually need to be overcome are formidable. 

http://www.aqueductmarina.co.uk
http://www.aqueductmarina.co.uk/galley
http://www.aqueductmarina.co.uk/galley
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Head away from the Meretown worksite and you immediately come to one of 
those obstacles.  The A41 Newport bypass crosses the canal at close to 
water level, but SNCT is looking at plans to get under it.  It is now planned 
that Meretown Lock will be restored with a lower rise and the length above it 
excavated to a deeper depth, so that a new navigable culvert can then take 
the canal under the road.  This will involve creating a ‘drop lock’ on each side 
of the A41 (like the one to the west of Glasgow on the Forth & Clyde) so that 
boats will be able to go under it. 

 

The aim for the medium term is to join up with the next ‘dot’ – a section of 
canal not far the other side of the A41 at Forton, where SNCT (together with 
local group the Norbury to Newport Canal Restoration Community Interest 
Company and WRG) has already carried out initial clearance.  It’s an 
interesting site – the canal passes through a Thomas Telford skew bridge and 
crosses a small aqueduct which it shares with a minor road – and the Trust 
hopes to start by re-watering a 120 metre length. 
 

Not far east of there, the canal begins its steep ascent up to the Shropshire 
Union Main Line at Norbury Junction.  Some of the upper locks have been 
destroyed (and the top one turned into a dry dock) but several in the middle of 
the flight have survived, overgrown but in fair condition, and a good deal of 
clearance work has already been done.  
 

There’s still a lot to do, but Bernie is optimistic that his ‘join the dots’ approach 
will see progress in the coming years – leading, in due course, to the 
prospects of a ‘Destination Newport’ opening from the main line downwards. 
 

But it isn’t just the eastern end where there’s progress.  As reported in 
Cuttings last Spring, a bid for almost £1m for the trans-shipment warehouses 
at Wappenshall has cleared the first hurdle, and secured an initial £72,000 of 
development funding.  And while this money isn’t going to fund restoration of 
the actual canal, Bernie stresses that it’s still a very significant step forward.  
 

While the warehouse restoration and conversion won’t contribute directly to 
the restoration, Bernie believes it will attract visitors from Telford town and 
elsewhere, generating publicity and support for the canals – while alongside 
the HLF funded work, the Trust’s volunteers will continue restoring the 
adjacent lengths of waterway.  They’ve begun clearance of the Humber Arm 
not far away, and in yet another example of the ‘join the dots’ thinking, they 
aim to link this to the length by the warehouse to create a 3-mile restored 
section. 
 

The Trust already has plans to put a boat on this length – well, two, actually.  
A small push-tug called Bittern is under restoration by SCAT, Shrewsbury 
College of Art & Technology (See Cuttings Winter 2013 P28).  Working with 
SCAT’s Steve Lloyd and also with Telford College of Art & Technology, the 
Trust envisages a passenger boat built as a replica of an original tub-boat 
(there’s one at the Ironbridge museum to copy), propelled by the tug.  This tug
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-plus-tub combination would not only recreate a historic feature of the canal, 
but be easier to transport between different restored lengths than a single 
craft, and could turn round anywhere, making trip-boat operation easier.  
Bernie hopes to see the Warehouse, restored canal length and trip-boat all 
up and running in around three years. 
 

There are still some large gaps – between Shrewsbury and Wappenshall, 
and between Wappenshall and Newport – where even the most optimistic 
wouldn’t expect there to even be many ‘dots’ to be joined together for a 
while.  But there is progress and like all canal restorations, little by little will 
see isolated sections gradually joined up, a target we also hope to see on 
the Montgomery Canal between the Welshpool and Frankton sections. 
 

To find out more about the Shrewsbury and Newport Canals, see 
www.sncanal.org.uk.  This article is based on an abstract reproduced with 
permission from a longer article by Martin Ludgate in Canal Boat magazine, 
with updates from John Myers of SNCT. 
 

Members of the Trust will also be talking about the restoration in one of the 
Chester Canal Heritage Trust’s Winter Talks.  Wednesday 3rd December.  
8:00 pm at Chester Boughton Hall Cricket Club, free to members of SUCS.  

 

David Owen-Roberts 

Audlem Wharf, Shropshire Street, Audlem, Crewe CW3 0DX 01270 812379  
 For menus, events and much more visit:    www.shroppiefly.com 

The Shroppie Fly has undergone a large refurbishment recently and the 
outcome is truly fantastic.  We have created a pub that is full of character 
with a warm welcome to all. 
Check our website for details of special offers and live music events.  
Whether you want a drink by the canal or a place to eat the Shroppie Fly is 
a great place to stop.  Ample parking and nearby visitor moorings make it 
an ideal destination whether you come by boat or car.  Check our website, 
search ’shroppie’ on Facebook or give us a call to see what is going on. 

http://www.shroppiefly.com
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Despite the widespread 
storms and heavy rain on 
19 July, the sky lightened 
over Redwith and by 2:00 
pm, the start time for the 
official reopening of the 
new section, it had 
stopped raining.  A 
number of people from 
the local area, C&RT and 
the Shropshire Union 
Canal Society had been 
invited by the Canal & 
River Trust to the formal 
opening by local MP Owen Paterson. 
 

A marquee had been set up on the 
former worksite and Council 
member Fred Barrett was in charge 
of parking operations, skilfully 
slotting cars into the limited and 
slippery space.  The marquee held a 
comprehensive display of what the 
Society has been doing at the 
location over the last few years and 
also a demonstration stand by H&R 
ChemPharm, manufacturers of the 
innovative lining material that helped 
speed up the rebuilding of the new 
section.  Meanwhile guests had the 
opportunity to walk down the 
towpath alongside the recently re-
watered section and also see where 
the next phase will begin south of 
Pryces Bridge. 
 

Shortly after 2:30 pm a deep engine 
note could be heard approaching 
from Gronwen Wharf as Mike 
Friend’s boat, naturally called 

Redwith to Pryces Bridge 

Opening Ceremony, 19th July 

Parking under control 

Owen Paterson MP cuts the tape watched 
by Tony Hales, Pat Wilson  
and Richard Parry 

 

 Page 41 Cuttings Autumn 2014 

Montgomery, bore 
Owen Paterson MP 
on the bows 
waving a large pair 
of scissors.  He 
was accompanied 
by SUCS Chairman 
Pat Wilson, C&RT 
Chairman Tony 
Hales and C&RT’s 
Chief Executive 
Richard Parry.  The 
boat was escorted 
by canoes and a 
kayak carrying 
SUCS volunteers 
who had worked 
on the section along with some of their children, all decked out in lifejackets..  
The canoes were hired from the nearby Canal Central and showed that, 
whilst the new section may be closed to larger boats, it is still open to users 
of small unpowered craft.   
Montgomery slowed as it came through the road bridge and the ribbon 
stretched across the start of the new section was duly cut.  The guests then 
walked back to the marquee for tea, coffee and cakes, the latter being spread 
over two tables and supplied mostly by Pat and Vice Chairman Anne Lindop. 
 

Tony Hales then stepped up onto the small stage and thanked Owen 
Paterson for his support of the Montgomery restoration before asking him up 
to say a few words.  This was done with great enthusiasm and clearly the 
local MP was keen to see the project progress and hopefully help create 
more interest in the area.  Next Tony invited Richard Parry to speak and it 

was evident that Richard was 
also very keen to see what 
volunteers could achieve, this 
being his fourth visit to the 
site (including passing 
through as a participant of the 
recent Montgomery 
Triathalon).  Finally Tony 
invited Pat Wilson to speak.  
Pat reminisced about her first 
involvement in the restoration 
45 years ago when there 
were no risk assessments, no 

The way forward under discussion: Richard Parry, Owen 

Paterson MP and Pat Wilson 
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Chas Hardern Boats Ltd Chas Hardern Boats Ltd est 1972 

 

Family run 2 - 6 berth warm and comfortable narrowboats for hire.  All year 

cruising.  Short breaks generally available.  Dog friendly.  Excellent tuition.  

 

Services on site: diesel, gas, pump-out, gift shop. 

 

Also: Gas Safe engineer, 24hr breakdown service.  40 years experience with 

all engine and internal boat repairs. 

 

Members of IWA, BMF, APCO, FSB  Hireboat  handover external audit  

 

T: 01829 732595 E-mail: Chasboats@aol.com Web: www.chashardern.co.uk 
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Rewatering at Redwith 

certificated tool users, no first-aiders and not even a Portaloo.  This last 
omission resulting in the coded message “just going for a short walk” being 
said before resorting to whatever modesty could be found behind the 
adjacent hedge.  Tony then wrapped up the formal opening and the guests 
were invited by restorer Rich Hamp to take a short walk along the towpath, 
this time not being a coded message. 
 

The rain obligingly held off until just before 4:00 pm, the event’s finishing 
time, when Council and C&RT personnel set to, packing up the contents of 
the marquee.  The event marked the end of the Redwith to Pryces Bridge 
restoration and the presence of Owen Paterson, Richard Parry and Tony 
Hales illustrated how significant this restoration is.  But as one restoration 
project finishes, so another one begins and the volunteers have already 
made a start on the next project, Pryces Bridge to Crickheath Wharf.  
Meanwhile, the event also marks the retirement of Mike Friend as the 
Restoration Project Manager.  Mike’s enthusiastic involvement over the last 
ten years has made a significant impact on how well the project progressed. 
David Carter now takes over as SUCS’ Project Manager for the next section.  

 

However this was not the first ceremony to mark the opening of this section.  
(See below and A Bit of a Do on page 22.)  

 

Special thanks must go to Rich Hamp for all his efforts, working flat-out  over 
several days to ensure that the joint C&RT/SUCS Opening Event ran 
smoothly and according to plan. 
 

David Owen-Roberts 

Monday June 2
nd

 saw the top stop plank at Redwith Bridge being lifted by 
Mike Friend and C&RT Trustee John Dodwell to slowly let water into the 
newly restored length to Pryces 
Bridge. 
 

Roger Howard from the C&RT 
Ellesmere Yard was in charge of 
the proceedings and a cheer went 
up as water began to cascade over 
the planks and flow along the 
bottom of the channel.  Within a 
few days the channel looked like a 
proper canal!  Another milestone 
achieved by SUCS in the 
continuing restoration of the 
Montgomery Canal. 

 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Chas-Hardern-Boats/239576126090656?ref=ts&fref=ts
mailto:chasboats@aol.com
http://www.chashardern.co.uk
http://www.audlemmill.co.uk/
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5 - 6 September Maesbury Canal Festival - see page 17 
20 - 21 September Whitchurch Boat Festival -  
  see www.whitchurchwaterway.org.uk 

Dates for your Diary 

Work Party Dates 

The planned Restoration work party dates for 2014 are:  6 & 7 September,  
4 & 5 October and 1 & 2 November.  See the website for more details. 

 

Hedge Laying work parties will be held over the winter months as usual.  
However they will be run by C&RT and final dates have not been confirmed.  
Please check the Society's website for more details as they become 
available. 

ITV Wales had asked to be part of the event as they wanted to include it in a 
programme that was being made for screening later in the year.  Mike Friend 
met with the television crew earlier that morning and some ‘pieces to camera’ 
were ‘in the can’ before any water came over the plank!  They then filmed the 
plank being lifted by one of the crew, their local weatherman.  We understand 
that the programme is due to be screened on 15

th 
August if any readers are 

able to get ITV Wales.  Mike is hoping that a DVD will be made available to 
SUCS in due course. 
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Copy Deadlines 

There are four issues of Cuttings per year, published in June, September, 
December and March.  The copy deadline is 1st of the previous month, i.e.   
1 May, 1 August, 1 November and 1 February.  COPY WILL NOT BE 
ACCEPTED AFTER THESE DATES. 

Cuttings Editors David and Chris Owen-Roberts 01270 567492 
 35 Woodnoth Drive, Shavington, Cheshire CW2 5BW 
 E-mail: sucuttings@btinternet.com 
 

The views expressed in Cuttings are not necessarily those of the Shropshire 
Union Canal Society. 

Contacting Cuttings 

Articles for Cuttings 

We are always pleased to receive contributions for Cuttings.  Text, photos 
etc. can be sent by post or by e-mail.  If you are ‘no good at the words’ 
simply send us the basis of your idea with all the relevant details and we will 
gladly put an article together for you. 

 

BOAT SAFETY CERTIFICATES 
 

competitive rates 
 

10% discount for SUCS members! 

ALL BORDER COUNTIES WATERWAYS COVERED 

NEAL DODD MABSE 
 
 

01686 630250 (evenings) 

BSS Authorised Examiner 
 

 

 

wharfhouse@yahoo.co.uk 

http://www.hackgreen.co.uk/
http://www.whitchurchwaterway.org.uk
mailto:sucuttings@btinternet.com
mailto:wharfhouse@yahoo.co.uk
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Support your Society; raise awareness and raise funds! 

 

Society Sweatshirts - S, M, L, XL, XXL £16.00 + £3.00 p & p 
Society Polo Shirts - S, M, L, XL, XXL   £14.00 + £3.00 p & p 
Society Teeshirts -  S, M, L £10.00 + £3.00 p & p 
Society Cap £3.90 + £2.50 p & p 
Embroidered Badges £3.50 + £1.00 p & p 
Boat/Car Stickers £0.50 + SAE 

 

For any of the above contact: 
Ian Hendley, 28 Millfield Drive, Market Drayton, TF9 
1HS, telephone 01630 656525 or e-mail 
sucsmemsec@btinternet.com.  Cheques should be made payable to the 
Shropshire Union Canal Society.  Alternatively please email the Membership 
Secretary with your order and confirm an internet bank transfer to the Society 
(Shropshire Union Canal Society  
Sort Code 55-50-05 Account Number 01630962).  

The Society’s Slop Chest 

Advertising in Cuttings 

The advertising rates are: 

 

Half page:  £75.00 for one year (four issues) 
Full page:  £125.00 for one year (four issues) 

 

There is a 10% discount for Commercial Members.  The advertising year 
starts with the Summer issue of Cuttings (copy date, 1 May) but adverts are 
accepted at other times of the year on a pro rata basis.  To find out more 
please contact Advertising Manager, Roger Beswick on 01244 332553, fax 
01244 330122 or e-mail haslemere@chester50.plus.com. 

Discounts from our Advertisers 

The following advertisers are offering discounts to members:  Boat Safety 
Examiner Neal Dodd, RCR and Alvechurch Boat Centres Wrenbury.  Church 
Minshull Aqueduct Marina are offering discounts in their café. 

Please Support our Advertisers 

Mention that you saw their advert in Cuttings. 
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I hereby apply for election as a member of the above Society and agree to 
abide by the rules of the Society.  I enclose my remittance for ………………..* 
being my subscription for the year ended 30 June 201… 
 
 
Signed  …………………………………………………..   Date  ………………….. 
PLEASE PRINT IN BLOCK CAPITALS 
 
 
Name  ………………………………………………… (Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms/Dr/Rev) 
 
 
Address  ……………………………………………………………………………… 
 
 
……………………………………………………………...Post Code  …………… 
 
 
Telephone  ……………………………  E-mail  …………………………………… 
Single, Joint, Family: £10  Juniors under 18: £5  Life Membership £200 
If you are applying for Junior Membership please state your age here ………. 
 

Membership Number (for renewals)  ……………………………………………… 
If you are a United Kingdom tax payer please sign the Gift Aid declaration 
below to enable the Society to reclaim the tax paid on your donations 
(including subscriptions). 
 

Name of Society: The Shropshire Union Canal Society 
I want the charity to treat all donations I have made over the last four years 
and all donations I make hereafter as Gift Aid donations. 
 
 
Signature  ……………………………………………………..  Date …………….. 
 If it is more convenient for you and helps the Society if you pay by Standing 
Order or direct transfer.  Please ask for the appropriate form or set it up with 
your bank using National Westminster Bank Sort Code 55-50-05, account 
number 01630962 and give your membership number as the identifying 
reference.  If you pay automatically PLEASE LET THE MEMBERSHIP 
SECRETARY KNOW.  Please send completed forms to: Ian Hendley, 
Membership Secretary, 28 Millfield Drive, Market Drayton, TF9 1HS. 
Telephone: 01630 656525  E-mail: sucsmemsec@btinternet.com 

Application for Membership or Membership Renewal of 

the Shropshire Union Canal Society 

 

mailto:sucsmemsec@btinternet.com
mailto:haslemere@chester50.plus.com
http://www.shropshireunion.org.uk/the-society/merchandise
mailto:sucsmemsec@btinternet.com
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http://www.alvechurch.com/

