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Editorial 

Chairman’s Report to the AGM 

It has been the practise for some years that the Chairman’s report covers the 
year from AGM to AGM rather than the financial year.  Election of Officers for 
specific posts within the Society will take place at the next Council Meeting. 
 

We continue to work very closely with C&RT who are altering the way they 
maintain the canal system.  Wendy Capelle, Manager for Wales & Border 
Counties was temporarily seconded to Museums in April and her post was 
filled by Ian Easby.  Wendy is now back in her usual role (from 1 November).  
The Society has been represented at all the C&RT meetings during the year, 
enabling us to keep a watching brief on all works on the Shropshire Union. 
 

Trustees for the NW&B Partnership have produced a ten year action plan.  
The Chairman, Jim Forrester, has now retired and Brenda Harvey has taken 
on the role.  We thank Jim for all the effort he has put into this and we will co-
operate wherever possible to achieve the goals. 
 

I reported last year that we were without an Enhancement Officer but with 
C&RT having full time staff to supervise volunteers, much of the 
enhancement work previously done under our umbrella is now done through 
C&RT.  Many of these local volunteers are SUCS members. 
 

During the winter we had successful hedge laying work parties on the 
Montgomery and attended both Beeston and Grindley Brook open days.  
C&RT are planning a similar open day at Cholmondeston, on 21st February.  

Welcome to the Winter 2014 issue of Cuttings.  Once again we have a full 
issue that touches on subjects as diverse as deaths on the cut and leaks.  
We look to the future of our area with proposals for Chester, Wrexham and 
Market Drayton, and also to the past with a report on the Audlem Historic 
Boat Gathering and the Ellesmere Yard Open Day.  Restoration and 
maintenance get a look-in as well as the scouts’ outing on the Shrewsbury 
and Newport Canals.  Of course, there is much else besides.  We hope there 
is something for everyone in this issue! 
 

Why not take the chance to tell us about your experiences on the Shroppie?  
We’d love to hear from you.  Tell us about your trip, your walk or cycle ride, 
your experiences with volunteering, restoration projects or simply enjoying 
our lovely canals. 
 

Above all we hope you enjoy the Shropshire Union Canals and we wish you 
all a magical Christmas and a wonderful New Year. 
 

David and Chris Owen-Roberts 
Editors of Cuttings 
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Volunteers have run two Lock Winds, attended Marina Open Days and 
festivals, opened collection boxes and donated goods for sale.  Our big 
achievement was the completion on time of the restoration of the Redwith - 
Pryces Bridge section of the Montgomery.  A massive job under the guidance 
of Mike Friend.  On 2 June Mike, with John Dodwell, raised the stop plank at 
Redwith to let water in and this was recorded by BBC Midlands.  Volunteers 
and partners had a celebration party on 7 June at Canal Central when Mike 
and Jan Friend were presented with a framed photograph of them and their 
boat Montgomery.  A baton was passed, by the Chairman, from Mike to 
David Carter who is now our Montgomery Project Officer.  The official 
opening of the new section was organised by C&RT on 19 July when Tony 
Hales, Richard Parry and invited guests watched Owen Paterson cut the 
ribbon to officially open the new length.  It was disappointing that leaks later 
appeared and the water level had to be lowered to diagnose the problem.  
The leak was coming from behind the piling installed by contractors some 
years ago and a variety of solutions are being investigated (see page 40). 
 

The Society has bought two new containers for our tools and they are now in 
place at Lloyds Mill in the SUCS compound provided by C&RT.  We had 
hoped that the licence to relocate the great crested newts from the next area 
to be restored would have been granted by Natural England but 100 days 
after the expected decision they have turned down C&RT’s application.  It is 
hoped that a licence will be granted for work to start early next Summer. 
 

As you will know, H&S regulations have to be continually updated, so we 
were delighted when Pat Tolster offered to take on this task.  He has now 
produced the 2014-2015 document (available on our website) which will be 
signed by Trustees at the next Council meeting.  The good governance and 
best practise document has also been reviewed. 
 

Hedge laying on the Montgomery by our volunteers takes place again this 
winter under the guidance of Glen Young of C&RT (see page 39). 
 

As mentioned by Michael Limbrey last year, it is planned to have canal 
events at Welshpool next year.  Plans are being drawn up and we have 
agreed to support the events.  If anyone would like to help with the planning 
please contact Michael. 
 

David Hennessey (Project Manager) and Sylvia Edwards (Community 
Development Officer) are in post to prepare the information for the Stage II 
HLF bid. 
 

When last year I agreed to remain as Chairman for another year I said that I 
would relinquish the post this year so this will be my last duty as Chairman.  
However, I will remain on Council and help with anything I can.  I would like 
to record my special thanks to Anne who has shared the duties with me, and 
a big thank you to everyone who works so hard for the Society.  

 Pat Wilson 
Chairman 
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Chester Waterways Strategy 

A couple of years ago, the Canal & River Trust (C&RT) drew up a number of 
strategic plans for the future of the waterways.  A key element of this was to 
develop partnerships with organisations in the local area.  Out of this has 
come the Chester Waterways Strategy, a partnership of C&RT, Cheshire 
West and Chester Council, Chester Heritage Trust, Chester Renaissance 
and the IWA.  The main aim of the strategy is to promote the appreciation of 
the River Dee and  Shropshire Union canal in Chester and how it can benefit 
the city. 
 

It is clear that the current canal corridor is rather neglected but offers 
considerable scope for improvement.  This could lead to improved facilities 
for walking and cycling with a better appreciation of the canal corridor by both 
residents and visitors.  It is recognised that whilst the majority of visitors to 
the waterways are via the towpath, it is the activity on the water that adds the 
vibrancy that people enjoy.  It is hoped that improving the environment will 
encourage more boats to visit Chester, bringing with them increased interest 
and a boost to the visitor economy. 
 

It is also accepted that a waterside location can bring a significant increase in 
the value of property developments at waterside locations, something already 
being taken advantage of in the new developments around Tower Wharf.  
Further enhancement of the area through a number of action points can bring 
significant economic and social benefits. 
 

One action point that will be of particular interest to boaters is exploring 
opportunities to link the canal with the River Dee, opening up a further 10 
miles of navigable water.  A feasibility study will look at creating a new 
access to the Upper Dee on the site of an old mill race adjacent to the weir. 

This, along with 
reopening the river 
lock, will give 
canal users the 
prospect of 
cruising the river.  
The campaign to 
open the river lock 
was one of the 
main objectives of 
the recent IWA 
Festival held in the 
summer, during 
which the Lord 
Mayor of Chester, 
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Councillor Bob Rudd, promised that the newly launched Chester Waterways 
Strategy would be acted on to make more of the waterway resources. 
 

The Chester Waterways Strategy recognises that there are a number of 
different character areas presented by the waterways of Chester.  These 
include the Broughton Corridor (on the eastern side), City Gateway, The 
Walls and Tower Wharf.  Each has been studied in detail and the strategy 
considers the issues, opportunities and actions of each area individually.  
Also considered are the riverside areas and broader links between the area 
and the rest of the waterways system. 
 

Like all big ideas it can take some time to fully realise the potential of 
strategies such as this, but at least a start has been made and the local 
council is keen to see the benefits an improved waterways environment can 
bring to the city. 
 

Comprehensive details of the strategy and downloads can be found on the 
Cheshire West & Chester website, 
http://www.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/microsites/chester_renaissance/
a_changing_city/waterways_strategy.aspx  or just google “Chester waterways 
strategy” for a number of links to more information. 

David Owen-Roberts 
Illustrations courtesy of Chester Waterways Strategy 

http://www.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/microsites/chester_renaissance/a_changing_city/waterways_strategy.aspx
http://www.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/microsites/chester_renaissance/a_changing_city/waterways_strategy.aspx
http://www.google.co.uk
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The sixth annual Gathering of Historic Boats at Audlem on 26/27 July, 
organised by Peter and Chris Silvester at Audlem Mill, was a resounding 
success, with several thousand visitors, including C&RT Chief Executive 
Richard Parry, coming to the Shropshire Union Canal to see the 43 former 
working boats moored in the bottom three pounds of the flight of fifteen locks, 
or just either side. 
 

This event has grown to be 
probably the largest of its kind 
in the north, and this year 
there were eight more boats 
than in 2013.  In fact, there 
was only space for perhaps 
one or two more boats, as the 
three pounds were just about 
full, with breasting up the 
norm, and a few boats were 
triple moored.  C&RT 
volunteers on the lowest four 
locks kept boat traffic moving 
with minimum delays, and were on hand to maintain water levels.  This was 
especially important in the Town Pound by Audlem Wharf, where three of the 
14 boats were heavily loaded.  This was a wonderful sight, and evoked 
memories of fifty and more years ago. 
 

Fellows, Morton & Clayton Fish class motor Tench was loaded with nearly 20 
tons of hardcore, whilst the same company’s butty Ilford and Grand Union 
Canal Carrying Company small Woolwich motor Aquarius were carrying 
about 35 tons of loose coal between them.  This had been donated by UK 

Coal, and is being carried 
around the canal system this 
summer to promote the 
extension of the Ashby canal. 
 

Amongst the 43 boats were 
several former FMC steamers, 
three of the eight Cowburn and 
Cowpar “bottle boats”, tug 
Atlantic, Elizabeth (converted 
for holiday use in 1936), 
Barlow’s Ian (the last wooden 
motor boat ever built), and 
Saturn, the restored Shropshire 

Audlem Historic Boats Gathering 

Aquarius and Saturn (right), Stamford and Tench 
opposite 

Ilford and Aquarius breasted up, winding by the 
old stables at the bottom lock 
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Union fly-boat, that worked 
from Audlem Wharf carrying 
local cheeses to markets in 
Liverpool, Manchester etc. 
 

The boat crews all got 
together for a hog roast on the 
Saturday evening in the 
garden of the lock cottage at 
lock 14, home to Bob and Dot 
Shepherd.  Bob was lock-
keeper at Audlem for around 
30 years until retirement.  
There was a short but rousing 
speech by Audlem resident 

Roger Wickson, who carried on several boats in the early 1960s, including 
Swan and Mayflower, thanking all the boaters for coming, and for keeping 
historic traditions and culture alive. 
 

Late on Sunday afternoon, Aquarius and Ilford left the gathering and climbed 
up the Audlem flight, very professionally demonstrating the technique of long 
lining the boats through the locks in the middle of the flight, 
(see http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e4TjsROGOYM) which are very close 
together – known to 
boatmen over the 
generations as “The Thick”.  
Long lining involved climbing 
the locks with the motor boat 
proceeding up the locks with 
the butty in the lock below, 
joined by the tow rope.  This 
pair of boats was using 
running blocks on the top 
planks of the butty – 
common perhaps in carrying 
days, but rarely seen now. 
 

The playing field by the 
canal had the Audlem 
Festival of Transport on the 
Sunday afternoon, with an amazing display of about 300 classic and vintage 
vehicles.  This event was organised by Audlem Special Events Team, and 
the two events complimented each other exceptionally well.  To round the 
weekend off, there was a flypast by the Dakota of the RAF Memorial Flight. 
 

Peter and Christine Silvester 
All photos by David Williams 

C&RT Heritage Fleet motor Scorpio and butty Leo 

Barlow motors Beatty and Ian (left), and Grand 
Union boats Renfrew and Scorpio 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e4TjsROGOYM
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Are you in the Nantwich/Crewe area?  Could you take on a small task for the 
Society? 
 

The Collecting Box team has a vacancy for somebody able to count to a 
hundred and with the grit and determination to visit a couple of pubs twice a 
year.  If you think you might measure up to these demanding requirements 
please contact the co-ordinator, details below.  Full training will be given but 
no expenses are paid. 
 

This is in no way intended to disparage the work of our collecting box 
volunteers, some of whom cover a considerable mileage to visit a large 
number of businesses!  This particular list is only two boxes, so it’s an 
opportunity for somebody with limited time to make a clearly-defined 
commitment to our fundraising programme. 
 

Sarah Thursfield 
Collection Box Team Co-ordinator 
milseam@btinternet.com or telephone 01691 839286 

AGM 

Volunteer Appeal 

A View of the Past 

Three views of the Shrewsbury and Newport Canals in 1969 
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How things change…  
The photos on page 10 
were taken in 1969 on 
the Shrewsbury and 
Newport Canals. 
 

The photo [right] is of 
the end of the 
Ellesmere Arm taken 
on Easter Monday in 
1966.  No festivals in 
those days and no sign 
of Tesco!  The other 
photo below is of the 
aqueduct at Longdon-
on-Tern in 1969.  This 
can be compared to the 
more up-to-date photo 
on p9 of the Summer 
2014 issue of Cuttings. 
 

Thanks to John 
Harding for supplying 
the photographs. 

AGM 

David and Chris Owen-Roberts, Editors of Cuttings, were unable to attend 
this year’s AGM on 8 November as David had a second lung operation earlier 
that week.  A report and photographs will appear in the next issue of 
Cuttings. 

Ellesmere in 2014 

mailto:milseam@btinternet.com
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For a long time Welshpool was the centre of interest on the Montgomery 
Canal.  Over the Big Dig weekend (1969) the Society and Waterway 
Recovery Group worked with local residents to show there was a future for 
the canal as a canal and not as a bypass running through the middle of the 
town.  By the millennium Welshpool was the centre of eleven miles of 
navigable canal. 
 

But gradually the life of the canal in Welshpool declined.  The hire boats 
could not be sustained and after a while all boats had left Canal Yard, 
leaving the Heulwen Trust as the only regular users of the canal. 
 

There were occasional periods of activity: the 1996 National Trailboat 
Festival brought 35 boats, Wilderness Boats came back in 2006, Monty '08 
brought visiting boats two years later and they came back to Pool Quay in 
2012. 
 

Now there are moves to bring life back to Welshpool again; there is more 
about plans for Making Waves on page 43, but that is only part of the story.  
The new Mayor of Welshpool, Cllr Malcolm Douglass, has said that his 
ambition is to promote the reopening of the canal and he has been following 
this up with discussions with local politicians, C&RT and volunteer groups. 
 

At the same time, the Heulwen Trust has become more active.  It has been 
doing wonderful work since the earliest days as the first trip-boat for the 
disabled, built with funds raised by canal enthusiasts and launched by the 
Prince of Wales.  In the past year no less than 84 different groups have 
taken trips, sometimes on more than one occasion, and all with little fanfare 
except the razzmatazz of the yearly Country & Western Festival.  This year's 
Festival raised over £15,000 for the Trust, but it is not easy to run two boats, 
nearly every weekday of the year, with no other income than donations from 
trip parties. 
 

The Heulwen Trust needs to generate more income and more volunteers to 
be able to operate.  It has just won an award as the National Community 
Boats Association most active member and is taking an active part in Making 
Waves next year. 
 

The Trust sees that the canal in Welshpool is in need of some tlc.  With 
overhanging vegetation the canal looks neglected and is difficult for boats, 
and the area round the lock and museum is generally untidy.  It has therefore 
been having discussions with the council, the local Welsh Assembly member 
and the Canal & River Trust – Chief Executive Richard Parry visiting the 
Country & Western Show after the Redwith opening – and others. 
 

The Trust is actively promoting the idea of local volunteers to care for the 

Explorers 
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Are Queues too Long? 

canal and its surroundings and to engage in educational work.  C&RT is keen 
on both, with its schemes for adoption of lengths of canal and for education 
volunteers. 
 

Canal & River Explorers brings volunteers to work with schools and youth 
groups to explore canals and rivers on the towpath, in museums and in the 
classroom (we are assured that the teacher remains in charge of the class).  
This C&RT programme is based on national curriculum themes (English and 
Welsh) of art, history, ecology, and science, fitting in with Key Stages 1, 2 
and 3 (children up to 14), and is complementary to the WoW activities run at 
festivals.  In the Welshpool area the scheme could run with volunteers visiting 
schools and then taking trips on a Heulwen boat. 
 

These are new and exciting opportunities to make the canal a real asset for 
Welshpool.  Would you like to help? 
 

Michael Limbrey 

The Llangollen Canal is 
the busiest narrow 
canal in the country.  
Most boaters can tell 
you tales about how 
long queues can be at 
the locks, and the 
impression is that if 
another marina were 
built the problem would 
become intolerable. 

 

But what is the truth?  
Are long queues really 
a problem?  Do they 
happen only on certain 

days of the week?  A joint SUCS/IWA survey at Grindley Brook tried to 
establish the facts. 

 

Grindley Brook was chosen because it was thought that the staircase of three 
locks, with a further three single locks below, cause the worst hold-ups, 
though the New Marton locks were probably slightly busier.  And the first 
three weeks of the summer school holidays were chosen because it was 
assumed (rightly) that they were three of the busiest of the year.  A team of 
volunteers counted the length of the queues, both going down and going up, 
every half hour from 9am until 5pm.  Also, if it was evident that a descending 

http://www.heulwentrust.co.uk
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boat would be delayed for a significant time, the time elapsed between when 
it arrived and when it entered the top lock was recorded.  (This required some 
estimation, but should be accurate to within ten minutes.)  The weather was 
generally excellent, with just one wet morning and two other days with 
occasional showers. 

 

The results 
A total of 454 boats descended during the three weeks, an average of 21 a 
day, though the range was between 12 and 32.  Of these seven (1.5%) had 
to wait more than two hours, the longest time being 2 hours 43 minutes, and 
a further sixteen (3.5%) had to wait at least one hour but less than two hours.  
But what is striking is that the worst thirteen delays were all on the same 
afternoon, a Wednesday.  The person who was doing the survey that 
afternoon has said that he heard no grumbling, not even mild discontent, just 
an acceptance of that was what happened on the canals at very busy times.  
Half the boaters affected were hirers, and their reactions were the same as 
the private boaters. 

 

Because of the layout of the locks it was not practicable to calculate the 
actual delay times for ascending boats, but the data for boats below the 
staircase shows that it is probable that there were long delays on just two 
afternoons, one a Wednesday (but not the same Wednesday as for the 
descending boats) and the other a Thursday. 

 

At just over half of the counting times for descending boats, no boat was 
waiting.  One, two or three boats were waiting at 41% of the counting times.  
At only 6% of the counting times were four or more boats waiting — and half 
of these occasions were on that bad Wednesday afternoon, the longest 
recorded queues being seven boats. 

 

For ascending boats, each half hour a count was made of the number of 
boats waiting below the staircase, the number in the three single locks or the 
pounds between them, and the number waiting below the bottom lock.  At 
17% of the counting times no boats were present but at 11% there were six 
or more boats in total.  On two occasions the total was nine and the biggest 
total was eleven. 

 

There was a slight indication that hire-boaters tended to incur the longest 
waits. 

 

Both descending and ascending, afternoons were usually busier than 
mornings. 

 

The Grindley Brook lock-keepers keep a record of the total number of boats 
each way each day.  Between late May and mid-August this showed that 
Wednesday tended to be the busiest day but the down and up movements 
were reasonably balanced; Thursday and to a lesser extent Friday were the 
busiest for descending boats; and Sunday and to a lesser extent Monday 
were the busiest for ascending boats. 
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Conclusions 
A headline ‘Boats wait up to two & a half hours at Grindley Brook’ would be 
true but misleading.  In reality the great proportion of boats wait for less than 
half an hour and many have no wait at all. 

 

What is striking is how unpredictable queueing is, beyond saying that it is 
much more likely to happen in the afternoon.  It all depends on exactly when 
boats arrive at each end.  A very heavy flow in one direction causes little 
queueing, as the boats follow each other through the flight.  To have a 
problem there must be a heavy flow in one direction and a fair flow in the 
other, as then the policy of allowing only three boats one way if a boat is 
waiting at the other end causes the queue to build up in the quarter hour it 
then takes that other boat to come through. 

 

The permanent lock-keeper keeps the boats moving well and prevents 
arguments.  Now having a volunteer assistant many days must help the flow 
too.  In contrast, the New Marton locks are the busiest locks in the country 
but have no lock-keeper, which is probably why they have a reputation for 
fractious boaters.  In addition, some of the pressure has been taken off 
Grindley Brook by the policy of most hire companies of encouraging some 
week hirings to start on a Friday or a Sunday instead of the traditional 
Saturday. 

 

Thus, perhaps disappointingly for some readers, the survey has not shown 
an overwhelming justification for opposing new marinas purely on the 
grounds of congestion. 

Peter Brown October 2014 
 

My thanks to everybody who took part — without you there would have been no 
survey.  My thanks also to the lock-keepers and C&RT volunteers who made us 
welcome. 
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Independent Small Tasks Team 
Volunteers 

On Thursday 31 July eleven group members met at one of the most 
logistically difficult sites at Audlem – Coxbank - to carry out some repair and 
maintenance to the picnic tables, replacing some of the seat slats and table 
tops slats as required.  In addition, above Lock 1, all mooring signage was 

checked and replaced as necessary, and all totem posts and the first 
milepost to the south were repainted. 
 

The weather was perfect, not too warm and no rain (except for a few spots).  
The day started well with our supplies and tools brought to site by Roger 
Birch, who engaged the assistance of the local farmer, Mr Seaton, to deliver 
two tons of ballast and cement over the hedge using his JCB machine, 
saving us considerable time, energy and aching muscles. 

 

It was a great day with everyone enjoying 
themselves with the satisfaction of seeing all 
planned tasks completed. 
 

August was a relatively quiet month with many of 
our members on holiday/cruising.  Two very small 
work parties were held on the same day – 28 
August.  A rotten totem post marking the 
beginning of the Visitor Mooring below the Iron 
Lock at Beeston was replaced and new signage 
installed.  At Dutton Lock Leisure Area on the 
River Weaver ground anchors were fitted to an 
existing picnic table to keep it in place. 
 

On 8 September, eight STTV members attended 
an Emergency First Aid course at Market 

New post at Beeston 

Delivery of materials (left) and work in progress at Cox Bank, Audlem 
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Drayton.  This was funded by STTV with contributions from IWA and Chester 
Canal Heritage Trust. 
 

As part of the Ellesmere Festival and National Heritage Weekend, the Canal 
& River Trust opened the doors of the historic yard and working forge over 
the weekend of 13/14 September (see page 43). The C&RT water bus was 
operated by STTV running between Ellesmere Wharf and the Waterways 
Yard on the two days.  On the Saturday trips 193 passengers were carried.  
The Sunday was less successful as there was no Festival activity at 
Ellesmere Wharf to attract people to the water bus but 124 passengers were 
still carried.  This was a significant increase on last year when the figures 
were 112 and 17 for the two days.   
 

On 20 & 21 September two members of the STTV assisted C&RT by 
operating the C&RT Water Bus at the Whitchurch Boat Rally.  On Saturday 
there were 12 trips carrying 79 passengers, whilst on Sunday the respective 
numbers were 20 and 181. 
 

On 25 September the first phase of a significant refurbishment programme 

was undertaken to enhance the facilities at the services area above 
Hurleston Locks on the Llangollen Canal. 
 

The second phase of the Hurleston refurbishment was undertaken on 23 
October.  Amongst other jobs, replacing a water point revealed that, when 
the canal edge was last re-piled, one of the back piles had cut through and 
blanked off the water point drain, which was why the area was always a 
quagmire. 
 

On the same day a small team at Barbridge prepared items for future work 
parties. 

 

(For further STTV information contact Paul Mills on 0151-336-1049/07947-
887909 or Maurice Ward on 01942-260459/07791-350207.  Please note that 
the STTV is an independent group and not affiliated to SUCS or any other 
organisation.  We are grateful to SUCS for providing this vehicle to advertise 
our activities in the North Wales & Borders Waterway area.) 

Work underway at Hurleston 
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On Sunday 28th 
September, in glorious 
Autumn sunshine, we 
completed two very 
worthwhile projects.  A 
major cutback of 
overhanging vegetation 
and a litter pick 
between Nanneys 
Bridge and Sykes 
Hollow picnic area and 
the painting of the five 
tables and BBQ stands 
in the picnic area.  Our 
thanks go to each of the sixteen volunteers, including members of the Crewe 
Clean Team, all of whom made a difference to the towpath's visual 
appearance.  Thanks too, to Anya Harris who ran the welfare boat offering 
endless teas and coffees.  A total of 88 hours were volunteered. 
 

Future Projects 
During the month we met C&RT to discuss an offside cutback between the 
bridges either side of the Sykes Hollow picnic area and painting Church 
Minshull and Cholmondeston locks.  These projects will require C&RT's input, 
onsite involvement and a great deal of planning and will be a major step up of 
our activities. 
 

Apple Trees 
Following Aqueduct Marina's Open Day in July our first two apple trees, 
kindly sponsored by the Marina and Trevor Hancock, were planted in the 
Marina.  We are pleased to report that the Minshull Crab and the Bee Bench, 
both cookers, are flourishing. 
 

Adoption Extension 
At the beginning of October it was agreed with Church Minshull Village's 
Canal Group that SUMBA would extend its adopted length to include Bridges 
11 to 15 - either side of the village.  The Group's business plan will be added 
to SUMBA's and the organisations will work together to achieve common 
aims and objectives.  Our length of adopted canal from Barbridge Junction is 
now approximately 5½ miles. 

 

For more information about SUMBA and our monthly Work Parties please 
contact - Graham Russell:   ggtr@btinternet.com 

Graham Russell 

SUMBA News Digital Cuttings 

The SUMBA Team 
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One of the more significant costs borne by the Society is the printing and 
distribution of Cuttings.  We do however distribute by email in a digital form.  
The file created is a PDF file which should be readable on most computers 
and is under 2 Mb in size. 
 

We already have a significant number of Society members who take it in this 
form and it will help the Society if more people agreed to receive Cuttings by 
email.  As well as saving the Society money, you can also benefit from last 
minute snippets of news and reminders of events.  It also allows you to follow 
links to websites directly from the magazine page by a simple click.  
 

If you would like to receive Cuttings by email, and save a few trees in the 
process, please email the Membership Secretary Ian 
Hendley at sucsmemsec@btinternet.com  and he will 
update his mailing lists. 
 

PDF files are opened using a program called Acrobat 
Reader.  It is usually preinstalled as part of the software 
suite on your computer and if not, it can be downloaded 
for free from the Acrobat website: get.adobe.com/reader. 

Digital Cuttings 

mailto:ggtr@btinternet.com
http://www.overwatermarina.co.uk/
mailto:sucsmemsec@btinternet.com
get.adobe.com/reader
get.adobe.com/reader
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Death and the Shroppie Part 1 

Canal company employees 
This short series of articles considers a neglected aspect of the canal 
community in the 19th and early 20th century.  It examines a selection of 
deaths on the Shropshire Union Canal and its predecessors based mainly on 
newspaper reports and mentions in the company minutes.  The process used 
was inevitably selective: only those newspapers reproduced on-line in the 
British Newspaper Archive plus The Times were consulted, and until the 
passing of the Workmen’s Compensation Acts 1897 and 1906 the company 
minutes did not record most deaths to employees.  Furthermore, for the most 
common types of incidents only a few examples have been cited, whereas 
unusual incidents are given in more detail. 
 

Boat crews and their families 
The most dangerous time for a boatman was working a lock, especially in the 
dark and in mid-winter.  For example, two such accidents happened at 
Audlem locks within a fortnight of each other in January 1910 and these were 
included in the article published in the Summer 2014 issue of Cuttings. 
 

Many of the accidents happened to young boat-people.  For example, in 1814 
a ten year old named Wildman fell off a flat in a lock in the Dee Arm and was 
dragged through a sluice, and in 1837 Robert Rule, aged 8, fell from a lock 
gate at Audlem. 

 

Lock mechanisms need care.  John Dobson died in 1827 after his windlass 
slipped when winding a paddle at Ellesmere Port; the force of the water drew 
him through the paddle hole.  Jane Jones, of the boat Bee, died in 1908 at 
Trench Lock (near Wellington) after being hit on the head by a flying 
windlass, her husband having left the windlass on the pinion of the winch 
while he went to tend to the horse. 

 

Occasionally defective locks could be blamed, as in 1814 when a boatman 
named Robert fell in a lock at Whitby, having stepped on a broken foot plank.  

 

On other occasions it was the design of the locks which made the accident 
more likely.  An example from 1817 was when Mrs Furber had to walk on the 
top of the gate of a broad lock at Bunbury in the dark in mid-winter and 
slipped into the lock. 

 

In 1881 Margaret Evans, aged 14, of the boat Merlin was drowned in 
Christleton Lock, a broad lock near Chester.  The inquest jury commented 
strongly on the bad condition of the locks and also on the employment of 
children to work them (though by the standards of the day she was virtually 
adult).  The Engineer told the company’s Executive Committee that the 
paddles of this lock were operated from a footboard on the gate, and said that 
he was having the paddles at this and similar locks altered so that they could 
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be worked from the land. 

 

Alfred Jetson drowned in a lock near Norbury Junction in 1911 as a result of 
his boat’s tiller breaking.  Horses and donkeys caused many accidents and a 
few deaths.  For example, steerer Mycock’s son was killed by a kick from a 
company horse in 1896; the committee granted £4 for the funeral expenses.  
Thomas Bricknell, steerer of the boat Coot, was severely injured in 1870 
when he was kicked by his horse, dying later that day; this case was notable 
because the doctor’s assistant refused to come because that would mean 
him working on a Sunday. 

 

William Evan of Vron, aged nine, used to help his uncle drive the donkeys 
and steer his boat.  One morning in 1874 he had gone before sunrise to fetch 
the donkeys which had been let loose for grazing.  At about 8am the uncle 
found the donkeys close to the boat, and he assumed that William had gone 
home.  The following day he met the boy’s mother who said that he had not 
come back.  A search was started; late that afternoon the boy was found in 
the canal. 

 

John Done, the six-year-old illegitimate son of Mary Done of Grindley Brook, 
left home at about 5pm one September evening in 1870.  A passer-by saw 
him soon afterwards driving a pair of donkeys with a boat — and nobody 
reported seeing him after that.  When it was discovered he was missing, the 
canal was dragged for some distance, but with no result.  Seven days later 
Joseph Briggs, a boater, saw a body floating in the canal near Povey’s Lock 
(the next lock down).  He got it out, though it was in a decomposed state, 
badly bruised having come in contact with numerous passing boats, it was 
thought.  The boy was recognised, and the body taken to his mother.  The 
inquest returned a verdict of ‘accidentally drowned’.  

 

John Broughall died in 1843 in a type of accident which still occurs on the 
waterways a couple of times a year.  He went to bed in the forecabin of the 
boat Woodman, which was carrying fluxing stone to Wolverhampton.  The 
following morning the steerer went to rouse him but found him dead.  The 
bucket which had held the fire was knocked over and the scattered coals had 
caused burning to the boat and to Broughall.  However, the examining 
surgeon said he had not been killed by that but by asphyxiation — carbon 
monoxide poisoning. 

 

Just being moored in the wrong place at the wrong time could be fatal.  Henry 
Taylor, captain of a Shropshire Union boat was killed by flying debris when a 
boiler blew up at Hickman’s Leabrook Ironworks at Tipton in 1902. 

 

Canal boats sometimes went onto the river Dee, which presented additional 
hazards.  One stormy night in 1904 with a strong flood tide, the Albert of 
Pontcysyllte and the Britannia of Ellesmere were moored outside the sloop 
Rose of June of Bangor, from which slates had been transferred.  In the 
cabin of the Albert were the family of the boatman 
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named Vaughan: his wife, son aged seven and daughter aged five.  The two 
canal boats came untied and started filling with water.  The woman and her 
children clambered onto the Britannia, which then sank, the Albert righting 
itself.  The three, together with a young man from the Britannia, were thrown 
into the water — all but the girl were rescued.  It seems that the canal boats 
had been tied to the anchor rope of the Rose of June and the other end to the 
cable rope of another Welsh sloop, the Peggy.  Vaughan said he had seen 
Owen Evans, the captain of the Peggy, undo the rope — earlier they had had 
a row and the Peggy’s captain had threatened ‘to send them to the 
Blackhouse’ — this put extra strain on the Rose of June’s anchor rope, which 
had then broken.  Other boatmen there contradicted this.  Evans was charged 
with manslaughter but the case was dropped before it got to court.  

 

Of course life on the Shropshire Union’s flats trading across the Mersey was 
much more hazardous than life on the narrow boats.  A four week period in 
1902 contained a typical range of incidents: George Stanton (a tug) ran into 
the flat Gamecock in Chester Basin, Liverpool; Earl of Powis (another tug) 
with eleven flats in tow was struck by SS Gyda and several flats damaged; 
and the flat Thomas, one of four in a tow, sank loaded with grain after wash 
from a passing steamer caused it to hit an embankment in the Manchester 
Ship Canal.  Nobody died in any of these, but two men died in separate 
accidents on one day in 1904: Thomas Iddon, captain of the Duchess, and 
Christopher Peterson, a deck hand on the Bancroft.  Despite the dangers of 
the Mersey trade, lifebelts were not provided until 1903. 
 

Other canal employees 
Of the loads commonly handled at wharfs, log timber was particularly 
dangerous because it was prone to roll.  For example, in 1843 timber being 
unloaded by Benjamin Williams quayside at Chester slipped, breaking a leg 
and crushing his pelvis, thus rupturing an iliac vein, causing internal bleeding 
from which he died.  Three years later George Jenkins was in a narrow boat 
at Ellesmere Port when a heavy log slipped, crushing him. 

 

The dangers inherent in some material being handled might not be 
appreciated.  Two men died at Ellesmere Port in 1898 after unloading basic 
slag, which contains large amounts of calcium phosphate, poisonous when 
inhaled. 

 

In 1877 John Williams, the assistant foreman at the Pentrefelin wharf of the 
Llangollen Slate & Slab Company, had fastened two slabs weighing about 
5cwt in total on the chain of the travelling crane and given the order to move 
them over to the waiting boat when one side of the beam broke.  He was 
guiding the slabs with his hand, and his leg was crushed when they fell; a 
week later he died of his injuries.  The crane was used about every other day 
for a couple of hours at a time, and on that day it had already been used 
several times, including for weights significantly more. 

 

Marina News 
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 A faulty crane was also involved in the death of the 18-year-old Julia Lyth, 
who had been helping unload a boat at Queen’s Head in 1901.  As she was 
the daughter of the steerer, and hence not a Shropshire Union employee, her 
case was not covered by the Workmen’s Compensation Act 1897.  

 

William Tilston, a ropemaker, fell through a trap door on the second storey of 
a warehouse at Tower Wharf in 1837. 

 

Maintenance work was sometimes dangerous, John Bowen, an ‘extra 
bricklayer’ was drowned at Grindley Brook in 1906.  Two years earlier, 
Frederick Northall and John Rowlands had both been killed when felling 
trees on the canal bank at Chirk.  The canal company tried to avoid paying 
£150 to Northall’s wife and four children, claiming that this was not 
maintenance work as defined by the Workmen’s Compensation Act, but 
Judge Harris Lee ruled that it was. 

 

Being a toll clerk was not normally a dangerous operation, but on 19 
December 1826 at Carreghofa, at the entrance to the Montgomeryshire 
Canal, Edward Perkins was gauging a boat operated by John Humphries of 
Berriew when an 18-year-old lad assisting the steerer threw a brick which hit 
Perkins on the head, injuring him so severely that he died a week later.  
George Buck, the company’s Engineer and Agent sent two men to arrest 
Bagley, fearing he might try to escape.  Bagley was later found guilty of 
manslaughter. 

Peter Brown 

Marina News 

Wrenbury.  Cheshire East Council has now given their decision and they 
have refused permission for the submitted application.  The principal reasons 
they give are: 
 

 Insufficient information to determine the impact of flooding as no flood risk 
assessment was supplied. 

 Insufficient information in respect of the impact on highway safety. 

 The major development would have a significant adverse impact on the 
open countryside in this location. 

 The major development would have a significant adverse impact on the 
character of Wrenbury. 

 

Of course the developers may well re-submit a revised plan as they have 
done following previous refusals.  However this time there was significant 
local opposition with over 300 comments, much of it well-informed.  In 
particular, a number of the submissions pointed out that much of the 
supporting documentation, e.g. from British Waterways, was very out of date. 
 

It remains to be seen what happens next, but what everyone agrees with is 
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that there is no support for yet another marina in the area, especially on the 
Llangollen Canal.  Details can be viewed on the Cheshire East Planning site, 
reference 14/1579N 
 

Ellesmere.  Another application has been submitted for the proposed leisure 
complex at Ellesmere.  The outline proposal is for a mixed development of 
hotel, 188 berth boating marina, leisure complex, pub/restaurant, residential, 
holiday cabins and touring caravans. 
 

The site is to the west of the arm junction on the north side of the canal 
(immediately adjacent to the existing sewage works!).  At present there have 
been few comments submitted, mostly in support of the application.  The 
Town Council has voiced its support,  despite one supporter pointing out that 
services in the town are already at capacity.  

 

Details can be seen on the Shropshire Council planning site, reference 
14/04047/OUT. 

Collection Box Income 

The income to date for this financial year is £867, with by no means all of the 
autumn collecting round banked yet. 
 

Our thanks and good wishes go to Moira Cain who is retiring from her round 
in Nantwich after many years' support: there is an appeal on page 10 for 
somebody willing to take it over. Sarah Thursfield 

Have you been on a trip that is slightly different or to an event on the canal?   
Why not share your experience with other members?  We are always 
interested in hearing of members’ exploits that relate to the Shropshire Union 
Canal and its associated branches.  Our feedback suggests that other people 
like to hear about it too.  We would particularly like to hear from people on the 
southern half of the main line – surely there is life south of Market Drayton? 
 

Or maybe you have a question about the Society.  Have your say and if 
appropriate we will ask Council for a response. 

Share Your Experience! 

Advertise Here! 

Promote your business and support the Society at the same time by placing 
an advert in Cuttings.  For the very modest cost of £75 you can have a half 
page advert in Cuttings for a whole year.  More details on page 46 or contact  
Advertising Manager, Roger Beswick, on 01244 332553, e-mail 
haslemere@chester50.plus.com 
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Stamps Coins & Post Cards 

Pat Wilson 

We are well on the way to our target of four figures for this year as we had 
reached £712 by the end of October.  I have recently had two large donations 
of stamps which I am sorting for sale and have had to enlist the help of one of 
our members with the trimming.  I have also had some bronze cigarette 
cards; I have never seen metal ones before.  They are in good condition - 
kept in an Oxo cube tin! - but unfortunately it is not a complete set.  I am 
waiting to see what my dealer thinks of them. 
 

Many thanks to everyone listed: 

Anon x 2 
T Baker 
J Bannister 
S Barnett 
P Bradley 
M Braine 
E Buck 
D & D Comish 

J Dodwell 
M G Elliot 
S & B Flint 
P Fowler 
M & J Friend 
A Gardener 
R & P Hall 
R Hamp 

S & F Hoad 
J & B Johnston 
A Lindop 
C Magner 
J & C McCavery 
B Myatt 
C & D Palin 
Mrs Pitchford 

D & T Sale 
R Sephton 
D Smith 
NB Brock 
Cheshire Cat 
Cheshire WI 
NB Drum Solo 

 

RICHARD POTTER LTD 
 

Supplier of Quality Hardwoods, Softwoods and Sheet Materials to 

many Narrowboat Owners 

 

We always have large stocks of veneered and marine plywood together 

with extensive stocks of other sheets, hardwoods, etc. 

We offer a full cutting to size and machining service. 

Local delivery service. 

 

Millstone Lane, Nantwich, Cheshire CW5 5PN 

Telephone 01270 625791 Fax 01270 610483 

 

Monday - Friday 8:00 am to 5:00 pm 

Saturday 8:30 am to 4:30 pm 

Sunday (stock and shop sales only) 10:00 am to 1:00 pm 

 

Website address www.fortimber.demon.co.uk 

E-mail richardpotter@fortimber.demon.co.uk 

http://planning.cheshireeast.gov.uk/applicationdetails.aspx?pr=14/1579N&query=09ae27ce7cfb499b9f39e4c895e414a6&start=&from=m
http://planningpa.shropshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=makeComment&keyVal=NBHRT2TDMOL00
mailto:haslemere@chester50.plus.com
http://www.fortimber.demon.co.uk
mailto:richardpotter@fortimber.demon.co.uk
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Cheshire Cat Narrowboat Holidays 
 
Hire one of our comfortable, 2 - 8 berth narrowboats 
to explore the beautiful canals of Cheshire, 
Shropshire and North Wales.  Take the trip of a 
lifetime over the world-famous Pontcysyllte Aqueduct, 
visit historic Chester, the Anderton Boat Lift or cruise 
around the Four Counties or Cheshire Rings. 
Based at Overwater Marina, just north of Audlem. 
 

Full tuition given, pets welcome at no extra charge. 
 

www.cheshirecatnarrowboats.co.uk 
Call 07867 790195 for more details. 
 

Cheshire Cat Training 
Narrowboat Handling courses to suit all abilities.  Half
-day basic boat handling, RYA Inland Waterways 
Helmsman and Inland Waterways Crew certificates, 
two day Life Afloat courses. 
 

Phone 07867 790195 for details of our next course. 
 
www.cheshirecattraining.co.uk 

M & L Canal Services 
 

 Boat Safety Scheme Examinations and remedial work 

 Breakdown and Call-out service 

 Engine Servicing and repairs 

 Plumbing and Electrical work 

 LPG gas installations, testing and repairs  

 Gas Safe registered 
 
Call Mark on 07970 384047 
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We all extend a warm welcome to: 

Annual subscriptions were due on 1 July and, if you do not pay by standing 
order or have not sent me a cheque yet, please pay your subscription now.  I 
have noticed that quite a number of members use their internet banking 
facilities to make their payment.  Subscription rates remain unchanged at £10 
pa for single, couples and families and the bank details to use are: 
 

Shropshire Union Canal Society Sort Code 55-50-05 
Account Number 01630962 

 

Please include your membership number as a reference. 
 

Members who have not paid their annual subscription by 31 December 2014 
will be deemed to have lapsed. 
 

We are always looking for new members so if you know of anybody who 
would like to join us, please point them at our website which contains a 
downloadable membership application.  Alternatively, contact me and I will 
send you a small pack of membership applications and publicity leaflets. 
 

You can contact me about these or any other membership matter at 28, 
Millfield Drive, Market Drayton TF9 1HS, telephone 01630 656525 or by email 
to sucsmemsec@btinternet.com. 

 

Ian Hendley 

Membership News 

Recycling for SUCS 

Peter James  (01743 364100, 71 Washford Road, Shrewsbury SY3 9HW) 
recycles printer cartridges and mobile phones for the Society.  If it is easier, 
you may still drop any cartridges in with Pat Wilson at Rincop, Wardle and 
she will deliver them to Peter. 

 

Cartridges and mobile phones add to the Society’s coffers so keep them 
coming in! 

 
Mr C Smyth of Knutsford 
Mr K Cockburn of Croft, Warrington 
Mr D Brookes of Mossley, Lancs 
Mrs J Powell of Little Neston 
Miss G Byrne of Swanley Marina 
Mr and Mrs Roberts of Morton Wharf, 
Oswestry 

 
Mr S Mackay of Thurlby, Lincs 
Mr and Mrs Pagini of Norwich 
Miss C Bambridge of Bedford 

http://www.cheshirecatnarrowboats.co.uk
http://www.cheshirecattraining.co.uk
mailto:sucsmemsec@btinternet.com
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Lining the Montgomery 

0871 200 8021 
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There have been several references in Cuttings and elsewhere about how a 
new material has speeded up the lining of the canal.  However not so much 
has been said about how this was achieved. 
 

Before the 2012 season started, the lining consisted of a bentonite (clay) 
layer protected by a woven plastic sheet with a layer of 100mm concrete 
blocks laid on top, edge on.  This was a laborious process needing a lot of 
careful preparation and a huge number of concrete blocks.  No wonder 
progress was slow!  However in 2011 the British Waterways engineering staff 
were approached by a company offering a new type of lining material which 
would speed up the process and require much less covering.  The 
Montgomery was the first canal to try it out and as word got round, a number 
of other canal restoration groups came to see how the product was used. 
 

So what is this new wonder material?  The product is a gel called Sahara© 
manufactured by H&R ChemPharm Ltd.  As supplied, it consists of a Sahara-
impregnated geosynthetic material delivered in large rolls.  Completely dry 
and easy to handle, when immersed in water it swells to create a waterproof 
membrane that is self-healing.  This not only meant that the bentonite layer 
and overlying membrane could be dispensed with, it also needed less 
covering.  It was easy to lay, and with a small overlap between adjacent 
sections did not need any form of special bonding to create a continuous 
impermeable membrane.  Whilst the new material didn’t need any further 
covering to do its job, concrete blocks were laid over it to provide physical 
protection from damage in a working canal.  The key thing here is that the  
blocks could be laid flat rather than on edge, greatly speeding up the laying 
process, using less than half the number of blocks.  As one of the first users 
in the UK of the new material, supply was a bit mixed initially, but enough was 
eventually obtained to complete the restoration of the canal up to Pryces 
Bridge, officially opened in June this year (See Cuttings Autumn 2014, p 22). 
 

Although the newly restored section suffered a leak in the Autumn (see p 40), 
the lining material is performing as expected and holding water.  Further 
information can be found on the Society’s website under restoration; 
 http://www.shropshireunion.org.uk/montgomery-canal-restoration/redwith 
 

David Owen-Roberts 

Lining the Montgomery 

Sahara - left as supplied, 2mm thick and right after 30 minutes immersion in water 

http://www.rivercanalrescue.co.uk/
http://www.canalcontracting.co.uk/
http://www.shropshireunion.org.uk/montgomery-canal-restoration/redwith
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Maesbury Canal Festival 2014 

After months of planning by our small committee, the Maesbury Canal 
Festival took place on the weekend of 6th and 7th of September. 

 

The first event was the Boater’s dinner on the Friday evening, which was 
rounded off by a quiz which caused much hilarity, but we were back on site  
early on the Saturday morning to welcome the many stall-holders.  The sky 
was overcast, but the rain held off and the Festival fields and the towpath 
were soon busy with families making their way down after parking at the Mill 
where the Scouts were in charge. 

 

The official opening was at 11am, preceded by a drum roll by the Boreatton 
Scouts.  Our Chairman, Judith Richards introduced Councillor Arthur Walpole 
who opened the Festival, and Angeline Hankey presented Mary Walpole with 
a bouquet.   Richard Parry, CEO of Canal & River Trust, then said how 
pleased he was to be back on the Monty, before our guests boarded the 
Countess of Maesbury for a horse drawn trip to Redwith where Richard took 
the opportunity of meeting the SUCS Volunteers. 

 

Music in the Marquee was provided by the excellent rhythms of Percussion 
Unlimited, and the many WOW activities kept the children busy filling in their 
passports.  The trading boats along the canal were doing well, and we had to 
queue up for our bacon butties.  Many boaters had entered into the spirit of 
the Festival by decorating their narrowboats to the theme of ‘Lets go another 
Mile’. 
We had a full house with 96 people for diner on Saturday night, and the curry 
went down so well that half of them came up again for ‘seconds’.  After the 
desserts had rapidly disappeared, we were entertained by local singer Libby 
Gliksman and her accompanying pianist.  She commanded the attention of 
her audience with her varied repertoire, and after a short interval for selling 
the popular raffle tickets, we were all singing along with her, ending an 
excellent evening on a high. 

 

The sun came out on the Sunday and brought in the crowds until the whole 
site was heaving with visitors.  Music in the marquee being provided by the 
popular Street Band.  The dog show was a big attraction, and the fairground 
did a brisk trade.  C&RT signed up 5 new volunteers to work on the Monty, 
and the Friends signed up several new members.  I must admit to having 4 of 
the excellent cup cakes baked by Steve Burgess who sold over 400 for our 
funds, which were also boosted by a large collection by our busking boater.  
The C&RT Manager for our area, Ian Easby, judged the ‘Best Decorated 
Boat, and joined Harry Arnold and Judith to judge the Montgomery Gurning 
competition which brought the event to a close.  Except that nobody wanted 
to go home, and many stayed to help drain the 5th keg of beer. 
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The Shrewsbury and Newport Canals Trust (SNCT) holds monthly work 
parties on the Shrewsbury canal adjacent to Lesley Owen Way in 
Shrewsbury. 
 

The 26th Shrewsbury Scouts were out in force at the Shrewsbury work party 
on Saturday 25th October 
when twenty Scouts helped to 
collect scrub and debris from 
the canal bed for burning and 
also pulled tree stumps 
together to make a "bug 
home". 
 

The scrub fire was later used 
to cook marshmallows for the 
hungry workers - traditional 
scouting fare! 

John Myers 
Email: jma2@onetel.com 

Report by Peter Richards 

Images from the successful 2014 Maesbury Canal Festival 

Restoration Volunteers get Younger 

http://www.sncanal.org.uk/intro.htm
mailto:jma2@onetel.com
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Making the Most of Drayton’s Canal 
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Making the Most of Drayton’s Canal 

Market Drayton is no stranger to canal events.  Earlier this year, over the 
August Bank Holiday weekend, there was a floating market organised by the 
Roving Canal Traders’ Association which proved popular enough to pave the 
way for another market in 2015.  And every year sees Carols by the Canal in 
early December – an event which for the last few years has been hosted by 
Lisa and Tim Machin of Holidays Afloat. 

 

Latterly there is a new enthusiasm 
on the part of the town council and 
Shropshire Tourism to see a 
greater emphasis on the canal and 
the potential benefits it could bring 
to the town.  This has come about 
as a result of the North Shropshire 
& Oswestry Visitor Economy 
Strategy 2012-2017, which aims to 
help local communities develop 
their own tourism strategies and 
market them in the context of a 
broader, county-wide visitor 
economy plan. 

 

In July I represented the Society at a meeting of the Market Drayton Tourism 
Action Group.  Amongst the topics discussed was a proposal for a major 
canal event in 2016, preceded by a smaller event in 2015.  Subsequent 
meetings have considered the implications further and confirmed this 
approach.  I think I am right in saying that this is the first time that Market 
Drayton Town Council and Shropshire Council have taken the initiative in 
organising such an event, and hopefully this will be the start of a greater 
appreciation of what the canal has to offer. 

 

May I end by drawing your attention to this year’s Carols by the Canal, which 
takes place at Holidays Afloat 
(adjacent to Bridge 62) on 
Saturday 6th December from 4.30 
pm.  Santa will be arriving by 
narrowboat and there will be lots 
of new games and activities along 
with the usual mulled wine, mince 
pies and, needless to say, carol 
singing.  Come along and join the 
fun! 

Terry O’Brien 
Santa arriving for Carols by the Canal 

Market Drayton Floating Market 2014 

http://www.nantwichmarina.co.uk/
http://www.carolsbythecanal.com/
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Enterprise Team’s Improvement 
Projects 

The Canal & River Trust’s North Wales and Borders Enterprise Team have 
been working on a number of projects around the Shropshire Union canal 
system over the last few months.  A summary of some of them follows. 
 

Ellesmere Forge: The project to 
restore the forge at Ellesmere won the 
Restoration and Historic Environment 
category at the national Living 
Waterways Awards.  The award was 
presented to the winners at a 
ceremony at the Royal Armouries in 
Leeds on 24th September. 
 

Towpath Works:  Work commenced in October to improve the towpath 
between Four Crosses and Carregofa, with £200,000 of Welsh 
Government funding to undertake this work.  Funding has also been 
agreed for improvements to enhance 1.7 km of towpath near Ellesmere 
Port.  The money, £250,000, is from the Regional Growth Fund and work is 
expected to start before Christmas and be completed by March 2015. 
 

Postles Bridge: This site is a 
19th century ‘roving bridge’ that 
was constructed to allow horses, 
towing laden canal boats, to 
cross the canal without needing 
to be unhitched.  Located 
immediately next to Trevor 
Basin in the World Heritage Site 
it forms a key link between this 
site and the canal corridor 
through to Llangollen. 
 

Access was previously via a cobbled ramp and this is now replaced with a 
ramp that will meet current disability requirements.  The new work was 
officially opened by Roy Duggan on 26th September.  Mr Duggan, a local 
resident and wheelchair user initially raised awareness of the need for 
improved access as he was unable to get to the towpath. 
 

Montgomery Canal Restoration:  The new rôle of Project Manager for the 
Heritage Lottery funded project to further the restoration of the Montgomery 
Canal has been filled by David Hennessey.  Sylvia Edwards has also 
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R J MARINER J MARINE  
  

BOAT PAINTING 

ALL ASPECTS OF ENGINEERING 

CALL OUT SERVICE 

ENGINE SERVICE AND INSTALLATIONS 

FIT OUTS AND REFITS (cratches, lockers, etc) 

SAFETY AND COMPLIANCE WORK 

 

Telephone 01270 619426 and ask for Joan 

Mobile    07849 039661 

Email   joan.adair@btconnect.com 

joined the team as Community Development Officer and will be working over 
the next twelve months gathering information and working with local 
communities.  Their work will support the submission of the Stage 2 bid to 
the Heritage Lottery Fund 
in September 2015. 
 

Trevor Basin:  Funding 
has been secured from 
the Northern Marches 
Rural Development 
Programme to refurbish 
the listed dry dock at 
Trevor Basin.  It is 
planned to re-seal the 
dock allowing it to be used 
to exhibit historic boats, 
helping to tell the story of 
the Llangollen Canal. 
 

Nantwich Aqueduct:  Although not part of the Enterprise Team projects, 
money is close to being confirmed to allow a £200,000 refurbishment 
scheme to go ahead.  More details in the next issue of Cuttings. 

mailto:joan.adair@btconnect.com
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Tel: 01270 525 040  E-Mail: info@aqueductmarina.co.uk 
Church Minshull Aqueduct Marina, The Outlanes, Church Minshull, Nantwich, Cheshire  

CW5 6DX 

You can find us on... 

Marina, Brokerage, Chandlery & Café – Open 7 Days A Week 

www.aqueductmarina.co.uk 

Joinery and deck boards 

Shotblasting and 

blacking 

Full repaints 
Stern gear 

Hulls steam cleaned and anodes fitted 

Signwriting 

Contact Aqueduct 
Marina Reception for 
more information on 
all our services.: -
01270 525040 
info@aqueductmarina
.co.uk 

Engine 
repairs and 
servicing 

Engines fitted and 
serviced 

Overplating and fabrication 
work 

Brokerage and Chandlery 

10% OFF AT THE GALLEY 
FOR ALL CUTTINGS 
READERS - conditions apply.  
Please telephone for details. 

Monthly 
Social 
Nights at 
The Galley 
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August Bank Holiday Lockwind 

We arrived early on Wednesday and got settled in to wait for Anne Lindop, 
with son, van and faithful trailer full of stock for the stall, to arrive.  However, 
as we are now getting used to the process, the parking of the trailer and 
unhooking from the van was accomplished in record time and the site was 
secured for the night. 
 

Thursday started dry and the first band of volunteers arrived to begin the 
process of erecting the tents.  It was noticed that one of the top paddles on 
the lock had come off the lifting rack and could not be opened.  The cog was 
put back onto the rack using the only equipment we had and boaters were 
advised to be careful in operating the paddle.  The tents went up smoothly 
(previous experience is definitely a help) and by early afternoon they were  
being filled with wares from the trailer.  Once again, even though we were not 
collecting or selling, several generous boaters put contributions in our box. 

 

The lockwind started in earnest on Friday, and after a slow start a steady 
stream of boats were put through. The temporary repair to the lock gear did 
not last long and again the paddle became detached and C&RT were 
contacted.  They quickly responded to our call and arranged to repair the 
problem at 7am the next morning so as to cause minimum disruption to the 
boaters over the bank holiday.  True to their word by 7am the next morning 
stop planks were in and the problem assessed.  The paddle was broken 
beyond repair but luckily an old paddle was found in the store at the lock.  
This was fitted so that the lock could be used until a new paddle had been 
made and boats were moving by 9am. 
 

Over the weekend, whilst not scorching hot, the weather was, apart from the 
odd shower, quite good and a steady stream of boats passed through the 
lock.  Wet weather was forecast for the afternoon of Bank Holiday Monday 
and we were all hoping that it would remain dry until the tents had been put 
away.  This was not the case and heavy rain arrived, but fortunately Anne 
Lindop and family offered an empty greenhouse at the 

The Sales Team - Anne, left and Pat 

http://www.aqueductmarina.co.uk
mailto:info@aqueductmarina.co.uk
mailto:info@aqueductmarina.co.uk
http://www.aqueductmarina.co.uk/galley
http://www.aqueductmarina.co.uk/galley
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nursery and kindly took the tents to be dried out there before being packed 
away. 

 

The repair to the paddle lasted until the lockwind ended, but soon after we 
finished it broke again as an over enthusiastic boater wound the cog down 

beyond the end of the rack.  C&RT, having responded quickly the first time, 
could not do any further repair until the new paddle arrived. 
 

Over the weekend we had 25 volunteers with an average of 19 each day and 
a total of 501.25 volunteer hours were worked. 

 

We had the usual visit from representatives of the Canal & River Trust and 
our thanks go out to them without whose support, encouragement and prompt 
repair of the paddle mechanism the event could not have taken place. 
 

203 boats were put through the lock 
over 4 days, donations totalled 
£364 and goods to the value of 
£980 were sold, making a total of 
£1,344 from the weekend. 
 

Our thanks go to all those who 
helped in any way and to the 
generosity of the boaters who 
passed through the lock. 
 

John and Elaine Whitehead 

Refreshments both for volunteers - and four legged visitors 

The weather 
(for the first 
three days) 
was mostly 

dry (left), even 
sunny (right) 

but on Sunday the rain came, along with the 

waterproofs! 
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Brian Hayes Retires 

Brian will be known to many of our boat-owning members for his common-
sense approach to boat safety surveys and extensive knowledge of boat 
technicalities, which he is always willing to share. 
 

Finally, well past retirement age, Brian is hanging up his clipboard and 
retiring.  Cuttings would like to thank Brian for his support over the years and 
wish him a long and happy retirement. 

Audlem Wharf, Shropshire Street, Audlem, Crewe CW3 0DX 01270 812379  
 For menus, events and much more visit:    www.shroppiefly.com 

The Shroppie Fly has undergone a large refurbishment recently and the 
outcome is truly fantastic.  We have created a pub that is full of character 
with a warm welcome to all. 
Check our website for details of special offers and live music events.  
Whether you want a drink by the canal or a place to eat the Shroppie Fly is 
a great place to stop.  Ample parking and nearby visitor moorings make it 
an ideal destination whether you come by boat or car.  Check our website, 
search ’shroppie’ on Facebook or give us a call to see what is going on. 

Hedgelaying Work Parties 

This winter's work parties are on: 
Saturday 6th and Sunday 7th December 2014 
Saturday 10th and Sunday 11th January 2015 
Saturday 7th and Sunday 8th February 2015 
 

We will be concentrating on the section south of the dropped bridge at 
Arddleen towards Burgedin.  Could all those interested please contact Rich 
Hamp (magric33@aol.com) for details of parking and any other queries. 

http://www.shroppiefly.com
mailto:magric33@aol.com
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The Leak 

There have been many rumours and theories as to why the Redwith Bridge 
to Pryces Bridge length leaks.  I felt I ought to put the record straight with the 
facts and possible remedial actions. 

 

The underlying problem is the geology of the area, with bands of peat within 
the underlying ground.  We found a band some 300mm (12”) thick during our 
work on the offside on the tip and thought nothing of it.  But this peat must 
bear the responsibility of what happened, although initial trial pit 
investigations only showed the areas most likely to be affected were further 
along the canal between Pryces and Crickheath.  

 

Once we had started to put the battered stone wall along the top of the piling 
we noticed that the concrete foundations were beginning to settle.  Not 
enough to worry about at the time, so small was the movement it was 
thought to be “drying out cracks”.  We continued with the wall.  By the time 
we had almost completed the battered wall it was obvious that things were 
not as they should be.  In places we had overhung the piling with the stone in 
an attempt to rectify the piling line where difficult conditions had deflected the 
piles as they were driven in.  Cracking in the stonework drew our attention 
and on investigation the settlement had been far more than ever envisaged 
in the area around the culvert.  The wall had to be rebuilt behind the line of 
the piling. 

 

As a remedy for the movement, it was specified that we should pour 
bentonite grout between the pile line and the concrete wherever possible to 
supplement the bentonite in the lining.  This was undertaken before we 
started to line the channel in earnest. 

 

Towards the end of the lining exercise it became obvious that the movement 
had not stopped and a lot of the grout we installed had since disappeared 
into the void.  By now the stone wall was some three and a half years old 
with no further load being put onto the embankment and towpath.  

 

One of the last jobs we were asked to undertake was to fill to the top the 
newly opened void with more bentonite grout, which was done by a hardy 
band of volunteers, as this was a very messy job!  

 

Once the water was let in, the leaks became apparent.  The worst seemed to 
be around the culvert area, but others were showing up as wet patches in the 
adjacent field.  Very disappointing given the effort put in by all.  The leaks 
seemed to reduce slightly after a period of 3-4 weeks (as the bentonite 
swelled) but then steadily worsened until it was obvious that there was a 
problem.  Investigations were undertaken by C&RT from the time of water 
input.  Monitoring and recording levels, inserting dye to trace the leaks and 
undertaking a visual survey using an endoscope.  
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The conclusion is that the leak is coming from behind the piling line, leaving 
the Terraseal Liner in the clear.  Due to the settlement and slight rotation of 
the embankment in places as shown in the drawing below, the rawmat 
bentonite liner behind the piling had been compromised.  By removing its 
containment (between piling and concrete) washout of the bentonite has 
occurred with the leak in all probability tracking under this liner.  The area by 
the culvert shows more leakage due to the granular nature of the compacted 
fill used there to build up levels generally. 

 

Discussions are currently underway to find the best way of solving the 
problem.  Many options are available to C&RT and they are thoroughly 
evaluating each one.  I was hoping to bring news of which method is to be 
used, but no conclusion has yet been reached. 

Mike Friend 
October 2014 

New Stop Gate for Nantwich 

After languishing for many years in the 
Calveley yard, the new stop gates for the 
embankment have been fitted, this is the 
one by Nantwich Junction Bridge 96. 
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Chas Hardern Boats Ltd Chas Hardern Boats Ltd est 1972 

 

Family run 2 - 6 berth warm and comfortable narrowboats for hire.  All year 

cruising.  Short breaks generally available.  Dog friendly.  Excellent tuition.  

 

Services on site: diesel, gas, pump-out, gift shop. 

 

Also: Gas Safe engineer, 24hr breakdown service.  40 years experience with 

all engine and internal boat repairs. 

 

Members of IWA, BMF, APCO, FSB  Hireboat  handover external audit  

 

T: 01829 732595 E-mail: Chasboats@aol.com Web: www.chashardern.co.uk 
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Ellesmere Yard Open Day 

‘Making Waves’ is coming to Welshpool and the surrounding area in spring 
and summer 2015.  It will consist of a series of events aiming to bring the 
Montgomery Canal in Wales to life, showcasing the canal, its history, 
culture and opportunities along the whole length of the waterway in Wales. 
 

The highpoint of the programme is a special weekend of events on 4th & 
5th July in Welshpool, to which boating groups have been invited.  The 
festival organisers will be pleased to hear from anyone who would like to be 
involved; contact details below. 
 

‘Making Waves’ is being organised through the Montgomery Waterway 
Restoration Trust with support from the Friends of the Montgomery Canal, 
the IWA Shrewsbury District and North Wales Branch and other 
organisations.  It is hoped that the flyboat Saturn will be able to take part, 
particularly during the schools’ summer term. 
 

More information can be found on the Making Waves website, 
makingwaves2015.co.uk which will be updated as events and dates 
become finalised.  Twitterers can also follow updates on:  
@makingwaves2015  

Making Waves 

On National Heritage Days, 13 and 14 September, C&RT had Ellesmere 
Yard open for the public to look round the buildings.  It was possible for 
people to book on a tour, conducted by Kate Lynch, and over 300 did. 
 

The Society was invited by C&RT to have our sales and display stand there.  
We were in the workshop where lock gates were made for the local canals 
until 1962.  Only stop planks are still made there.  Some of the machinery is 
still in place.  Evidence on the walls shows that this building has been 
increased in height over time. 
 

The public were able to visit the forge and see Rowan Taylor at work.  It is 
now a year since the forge was re-lit.  Rowan had his usual items on sale. 
 

The dry dock was on view and Saturn was there too.  C&RT also had a ‘brick 
wall building’ exercise in the yard for youngsters.  A group of scouts really 
enjoyed the experience!  It was a nostalgic day for some who came and 
proudly told me that they or their fathers had worked in this building - some of 
whom I have known over the past 45 years. 
 

It will be interesting to see what comes from the group that are looking into 
how this Grade II Listed unspoilt site can be protected and developed. 
 

Pat Wilson 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Chas-Hardern-Boats/239576126090656?ref=ts&fref=ts
mailto:chasboats@aol.com
http://www.chashardern.co.uk
http://www.audlemmill.co.uk/
makingwaves2015.co.uk
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3rd December 2014 - Chester Canal Heritage Trust Winter Talk, restoration of 
the S&N 8.00 pm at Chester Boughton Hall Cricket Club.  Free to 
members of SUCS. 

6th December 2014 - Carols by the Canal at Market Drayton, see page 33. 
3rd January 2015 IWA Winter Walk - meet at the Poachers, Chirk LL14 5DG 

from 10.00am for a 10.45 start. 
21st February 2015 - C&RT Open Day at Cholmondeston Lock. 
23rd February 2015 - Quiz night at the Narrowboat Inn, Whittington SY11 4NU.  

SUCS members are challenged to pit their wits against other local canal 
societies.  Supper from 6.00pm, the quiz will start at 7.30pm.  Teams of 
4.  Please contact Val 01785 813550 

Dates for your Diary 

Work Party Dates 

Hedge laying: See page 39. 
 

Restoration: 
 7/8 March 2015 
 11/12 April 2015 
 2/3/4 May 2015 
 6/7 June 2015 

 4/5 July 2015 
 1/2 August 2015 
 5/6 September 2015 
 3/4 October 2015 
 7/8 November 2015 

David Carter October 2014 
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Copy Deadlines 

There are four issues of Cuttings per year, published in June, September, 
December and March.  The copy deadline is 1st of the previous month, i.e.   
1 May, 1 August, 1 November and 1 February.  COPY WILL NOT BE 
ACCEPTED AFTER THESE DATES. 

Cuttings Editors David and Chris Owen-Roberts 01270 567492 
 35 Woodnoth Drive, Shavington, Cheshire CW2 5BW 
 E-mail: sucuttings@btinternet.com 
 

The views expressed in Cuttings are not necessarily those of the Shropshire 
Union Canal Society. 

Contacting Cuttings 

Articles for Cuttings 

We are always pleased to receive contributions for Cuttings.  Text, photos 
etc. can be sent by post or by e-mail.  If you are ‘no good at the words’ 
simply send us the basis of your idea with all the relevant details and we will 
gladly put an article together for you. 

 

BOAT SAFETY CERTIFICATES 
 

competitive rates 
 

10% discount for SUCS members! 

ALL BORDER COUNTIES WATERWAYS COVERED 

NEAL DODD MABSE 
 
 

01686 630250 (evenings) 

BSS Authorised Examiner 
 

 

 

wharfhouse@yahoo.co.uk 

http://www.chestercanalheritagetrust.co.uk/Documents/CCHT%20Talks%20Programme%202014-15.pdf
https://www.waterways.org.uk/iwa/calendar/event/view?id=1550
https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/winter-open-days-201415/choldmondeston-lock-open-day
http://www.oswestry-welshborders.org.uk/city/narrowboat-inn/
http://www.hackgreen.co.uk/
mailto:sucuttings@btinternet.com
mailto:wharfhouse@yahoo.co.uk
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Support your Society; raise awareness and raise funds! 

 

Society Sweatshirts - S, M, L, XL, XXL £16.00 + £3.00 p & p 
Society Polo Shirts - S, M, L, XL, XXL   £14.00 + £3.00 p & p 
Society Teeshirts -  S, M, L £10.00 + £3.00 p & p 
Society Cap £3.90 + £2.50 p & p 
Embroidered Badges £3.50 + £1.00 p & p 
Boat/Car Stickers £0.50 + SAE 

 

For any of the above contact: 
Ian Hendley, 28 Millfield Drive, Market Drayton, TF9 
1HS, telephone 01630 656525 or e-mail 
sucsmemsec@btinternet.com.  Cheques should be made payable to the 
Shropshire Union Canal Society.  Alternatively please email the Membership 
Secretary with your order and confirm an internet bank transfer to the Society 
(Shropshire Union Canal Society  
Sort Code 55-50-05 Account Number 01630962).  

The Society’s Merchandise 

Advertising in Cuttings 

The advertising rates are: 

 

Half page:  £75.00 for one year (four issues) 
Full page:  £125.00 for one year (four issues) 

 

There is a 10% discount for Commercial Members.  The advertising year 
starts with the Summer issue of Cuttings (copy date, 1 May) but adverts are 
accepted at other times of the year on a pro rata basis.  To find out more 
please contact Advertising Manager, Roger Beswick on 01244 332553, fax 
01244 330122 or e-mail haslemere@chester50.plus.com. 

Discounts from our Advertisers 

The following advertisers are offering discounts to members:  Boat Safety 
Examiner Neal Dodd, RCR and Alvechurch Boat Centres Wrenbury.  Church 
Minshull Aqueduct Marina are offering discounts in their café. 

Please Support our Advertisers 

Mention that you saw their advert in Cuttings. 
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I hereby apply for election as a member of the above Society and agree to 
abide by the rules of the Society.  I enclose my remittance for ………………..* 
being my subscription for the year ended 30 June 201… 
 
 
Signed  …………………………………………………..   Date  ………………….. 
PLEASE PRINT IN BLOCK CAPITALS 
 
 
Name  ………………………………………………… (Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms/Dr/Rev) 
 
 
Address  ……………………………………………………………………………… 
 
 
……………………………………………………………...Post Code  …………… 
 
 
Telephone  ……………………………  E-mail  …………………………………… 
Single, Joint, Family: £10  Juniors under 18: £5  Life Membership £200 
If you are applying for Junior Membership please state your age here ………. 
 

Membership Number (for renewals)  ……………………………………………… 
If you are a United Kingdom tax payer please sign the Gift Aid declaration 
below to enable the Society to reclaim the tax paid on your donations 
(including subscriptions). 
 

Name of Society: The Shropshire Union Canal Society 
I want the charity to treat all donations I have made over the last four years 
and all donations I make hereafter as Gift Aid donations. 
 
 
Signature  ……………………………………………………..  Date …………….. 
 If it is more convenient for you and helps the Society if you pay by Standing 
Order or direct transfer.  Please ask for the appropriate form or set it up with 
your bank using National Westminster Bank Sort Code 55-50-05, account 
number 01630962 and give your membership number as the identifying 
reference.  If you pay automatically PLEASE LET THE MEMBERSHIP 
SECRETARY KNOW.  Please send completed forms to: Ian Hendley, 
Membership Secretary, 28 Millfield Drive, Market Drayton, TF9 1HS. 
Telephone: 01630 656525  E-mail: sucsmemsec@btinternet.com 

Application for Membership or Membership Renewal of 

the Shropshire Union Canal Society 

 

mailto:sucsmemsec@btinternet.com
mailto:haslemere@chester50.plus.com
http://www.shropshireunion.org.uk/the-society/merchandise
mailto:sucsmemsec@btinternet.com
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http://www.alvechurch.com/

