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Editorial 

Trustees’ Report 

The above new title acknowledges that your Council are now operating 
without a Chairperson.  We would like to see someone come forward and 
take on the role but, until such time as this happens, you can rest assured 
that it is ‘business as usual’. 
 

However if you have some spare time on your hands, for example having 
recently retired, would you consider joining Council and using your expertise 
to help keep the society a proactive organisation? 
 

We are also looking for someone to run the merchandising section.  This 
would be a non council membership role which, at the moment, largely runs 
itself and requires someone to receive and collate the money raised. 
 

 As reported at our last Council meeting, our membership numbers are 
decreasing.  This situation is by no means terminal but if you have friends out 
there who you think might be interested in joining, please encourage them. 
 

At Cholmondeston we look forward to another May Bank Holiday Lockwind 
(see page 5) and hope that you would consider joining our ‘regular crew’ for 
the experience and the comradeship of the event. 
 

Welcome to the Spring 2015 issue of Cuttings and the start of a new cruising 
season. 
 

In this issue we look back on 2014, where it has been a busy year on the 
Montgomery Canal, see the Restoration Review on page 13 and Duncan 
Leach’s account of tea breaks and hard work on page 30. 
 

The winter stoppage season has been a busy time for C&RT as well with 
work carried out on two aqueducts (page 11) two tunnels (page 6) and 
Cholmondeston Lock where the Open Day was increased to 2 days - more 
details in next issue.  Volunteering on the Shroppie is also proving very 
beneficial with two very active groups sharing their work with Cuttings 
readers (see pages 16 and 18). 
 

We can also look forward to 2015 and many fabulous events planned along 
the Shropshire Union Canal system including Bank Holiday Lockwinds (page 
5), an improved Montgomery Triathlon (page 38), the Making Waves events 
in Welshpool (page 37) and canal festivals from Norbury and Audlem to 
Whitchurch and Ellesmere Port.  Something, we hope, for everyone!  

 

David and Chris Owen-Roberts 
Editors of Cuttings 
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For those cruising towards Chester, life should be considerably easier now 
that C&RT have dredged over 7,000 tonnes of silt along a four mile section of 
canal between Salmons Bridge and Hoole Lane Lock.  For our part, the 
Society is awaiting the completion of the relevant paperwork to allow 
members to work on a new ‘buddy system’ to help maintain the existing canal 
infrastructure with small remedial tasks that need attention . 
 

Following a meeting in Welshpool in January with Russell George (Welsh 
AM) the Society has re-established contact with the Welsh Assembly and 
trust that this will enhance awareness of the Montgomery Canal in Wales.  
This meeting also revealed that the Mayor of Welshpool is a keen advocate 
of incorporating the canal more strongly into the infrastructure of the town.  
Equally the Heulwen Trust is becoming much more proactive as an 
organisation and expanding to take a larger role than its original remit. 
 

The winter months saw the Society perform its normal hedge laying duties, 
but this year under the management of the C&RT volunteering scheme.  
Some 200 metres of hedge at Arddleen has received our attention to date.  
C&RT were responsible for the overall organisation of the work parties and 
the provision of some equipment, notably chippers.  The Society provided 
tools and welfare, with the result that the events still had that distinctive 
SUCS feel to them whilst at the same time contributing to the wider C&RT 
hedging effort on the Montgomery. 
 

Hopefully by the time you read this, the great crested newt mitigation plans 
on the next section of the canal will have been resolved and we will have 
been able to restart the restoration work to allow us to keep up with our 
timetable for the impending HLF Grant application and the work involved. 

Rich Hamp, Trustee 

 There will be the two Lockwinds again this year: 
 

21st to 25th MAY and 27th to 31st AUGUST. 
 

Both will be held at Cholmondeston Lock on the Middlewich Branch.  Any 
help would be greatly appreciated for both events.  Please contact either 
myself or Pat Wilson. 

 

During your Spring Clean, if you find any items suitable for the stall, please 
let Pat or myself know and we can arrange collection or where we can meet.  
Please bear this in mind, as we are very short of stock after our last 
successful Lockwind.  I shall be away throughout March, sick visiting, but Pat 
will be around. 
 

Have a good boating season, we all hope for a great Summer. 
 

Anne Lindop. 

Bank Holiday Lockwinds 2015 
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Chirk Tunnel Renovation 

Early November saw contractors for C&RT carrying out work on Chirk Tunnel.  
To do this, the tunnel had to be drained and temporary dams installed at 

Temporary dam and by-pass pipe - Roger Bryant 

Picture - Maggie Rowlands 
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either end.  This presented a 
problem as the Llangollen Canal 
is the principal supply of water to 
the reservoir at Hurleston and 
C&RT has a duty to maintain the 
supply.  To achieve this, a 40cm 
pipe was laid along the towpath, 
pumping up to 35 million litres of 
water a day around the tunnel.  In 
addition, pumps were installed at 
Hurleston Locks to back-pump 
water to help maintain water 
levels and use of the locks.  
These pumps were used as 
required, with additional water 
being supplied to the Shropshire 
Union Canal from the Staffs & 
Worcester Canal at Autherley 
Junction, just north of 
Wolverhampton.  At the same 
time works were also carried out 
on Whitehouse Tunnel. 
 

 

Tunnel lining repaired.  Picture - C&RT 

Back pumping at Hurleston 

Picture - David Owen-Roberts 

Abseiling on Chirk Aqueduct Pictures - Maggie Rowlands 
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Photo courtesy David Thomas 

Canal & River Trust Project Manager, Simon Harding, said, ”This is essential 
work to keep the canal in good repair.  The work mainly entails replacing 
missing bricks and pointing work.  While diving surveys have taken place to 
gauge the extent of the work, it is only now that the canal is empty that we are 
able to assess fully what works needs to be carried out.  In both tunnels the 
canal runs underneath the towpath and it has been difficult to assess in 
advance the condition of the brickwork until it was revealed, but to date the 
work is running to plan.” 
 

Vegetation removal work is also taking place on the outside of the two 
tunnels.  This included engaging specialist contractors to abseil down the side 
of the adjacent aqueduct at Chirk to check the stonework. 

David Owen-Roberts 

Mike Johnson passed away on 21 December 
aged 73.  Mike was well known on the canals by 
many people.  He worked for British Waterways 
but was also involved in many volunteer projects 
with the funding and construction of the picnic 
site on the Llangollen canal (reported in the 
Autumn 2014 issue of Cuttings) being one of the 
latest. 
 

Mike’s boat, Luckie Mucklebackit, with its huge 
teddy bear on the front and Gardner engine 
always created interest from the public.  A service 
was held on 5 January celebrating his life where 
his friends recalled the many years of his tandem cycling; indeed a couple 
riding a tandem led the hearse to the crematorium.  Mike was never one to 
conform to the norm and the attendance of his dog in the front row at the 
service was, I’m sure, one of Mike’s wishes, as was the choice of music.  
There were both tears and laughter at the service and so many people 
attended that many had to stand outside.  Anne Lindop and I attended on 
behalf of the Society. 
 

Over the years we had both come across the two sides of Mike.  The one 
who often knew a better way to do things and the very kind, sympathetic and 
generous man who had a dry sense of humour.  He will be missed.  We send 
our sympathy to Yvonne who has been his partner for many years and to all 
his family. 

Pat Wilson 

Farewell to Mike Johnson 
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The Canal & River 
Trust have 
recently opened 
up their archive 
through an online 
catalogue.  This 
contains over 
37,000 records 
including over 
22,000 images, all 
easily searchable 
and available to 
view. 
 

The site provides a charming insight into the waterways’ past with a number 
of historic views of boat people, bridges, aqueducts and the network of 
waterways.  The site lets you roam through the history of the waterways and 
gives a fascinating view of the civil engineering involved and the social 
history of the canals. 
 

The archive can be viewed by following themes or browsed by collection.  
The latter for example covers the Pontcysyllte and Chirk aqueducts.  The 
search facility lets you find items on a specific subject. 
 

To view the archive, go to http://collections.canalrivertrust.org.uk/home.  The 
site has plenty of help and suggestions to make it easy to find your way 
around. 

Canal & River Trust Archive 
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As mentioned briefly in Winter 2014 Cuttings, funding was nearly in place to 
carry out much needed restoration work on Nantwich Aqueduct.  One of 
Cheshire’s prized scheduled monuments, funding has now been agreed for 
the £200,000 project.  Known as the ‘Gateway to Nantwich’, the aqueduct is 
an iconic grade II* structure, designed by Thomas Telford in 1826, and which 
today still carries the Shropshire Union Canal over the A534 Nantwich to 
Chester road. 
 

The project is being funded by generous donations to the Canal & River Trust 
by members of the public (£130,000), Cheshire East Council (£40,000), 
Nantwich Town Council (£20,000), Acton, Edleston & Henhull Parish Council 
(£3,000) and the Nantwich Partnership (£2,000).  Work on the aqueduct is 
expected to start in Spring 2015. 
 

Lee Bradley, principal engineer for the Canal & River Trust, said, “We have 
worked together for five years to raise the profile of the aqueduct and it is 
only with help from members of the public and by working in partnership that 
we now have the opportunity to carry out this essential maintenance work.” 
 

Nantwich Aqueduct, although still structurally sound, is in need of significant 

Nantwich Aqueduct Renovations 

Nantwich Partnership Project Team and local partners celebrate securing funds to 
repair the “Gateway to Nantwich” 
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renovation to maintain its condition.  Work will include preparation, four coats 
of paint, replacement of a missing cast iron panel and important masonry 
repairs. 
 

The aqueduct, at the end of Welsh Row, has a cast iron water trough.  It was 
constructed during Telford’s lifetime and is recorded in the great engineer’s 
biography “The Life of Thomas Telford”.  Nantwich Aqueduct has a sister 
aqueduct that crosses the A5 in Staffordshire, which has also been identified 
for investment in future years. 
 

Sarah Lalieu, enterprise manager for the Canal & River Trust, Cheshire East 
Councillor Peter Groves, Councillor Christine Farrall, Mayor of Nantwich 
Town Council, Chair of Acton, Edleston & Henhull Parish Council, Michael 
Houlston and Chair of the Nantwich Partnership, Jeff Stubbs, all stressed the 
importance of the achievement and praised the work of the Nantwich 
Partnership that worked so hard to put the funding package in place.  

 

The Canal & River Trust project team is now looking for volunteers and 
additional partners to deliver some pointing and brickwork repairs, preparation 
of new educational signage and an adoption programme. 

Hanging Around 

Pontcysyllte Makeover 
Last December, specialist harnessed contractors from Fountains carried out 
a facelift operation on Britain’s longest and highest aqueduct.  The work was 
primarily to remove unwanted vegetation which had taken root in crevasses 
in the stonework.  Great care had to be taken due to the aqueduct being a 
grade one listed, scheduled ancient monument and part of a World Heritage 
Site.  The contractors had to use trowels and hand tools to dig out ivy, moss, 
weeds and young saplings from the 200-year-old structure. 
 

The work was carried out as part of an £80,000 C&RT project to protect 
heritage structures along the Llangollen and Montgomery canals, and 
includes the work carried out at Chirk Whitehouses (see pages 7 & 8). 
 

Steve Hinton, contracts supervisor at the Canal & River Trust, said: “This is a 
rare opportunity to see contractors abseiling over this breathtaking structure 
to remove overgrown vegetation which has built up over several years.  The 
Pontcysyllte Aqueduct and other historic landmarks within the World Heritage 
Site are some of the most visited attractions on the country’s 2,000 mile 
canal network.  The work we are doing here will help to safeguard these 
unique, internationally-significant heritage structures for generations to 
come.” 
 

The work is part of a wider £80,000 Canal & River Trust project to protect 
heritage structures along the Llangollen and 
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Montgomery canals this winter, including Montgomery and Chirk aqueducts, 
and Ellesmere, Chirk and Whitehouse tunnels. 
 

Pontcysyllte Aqueduct Facts and Figures 

 Constructed by famous canal engineers Thomas Telford and William 
Jessop between 1796 and 1805 

 The cast iron trough which holds the canal water is 11ft wide, 5ft 3ins 
deep and 1,007ft long.  The mortar was made of ox blood, lime and water 
and the cast iron sections were sealed with felt and sugar. 

 There are 19 arches, each with a 45ft span and piers 116ft high. 

 To keep the aqueduct as light as possible, the slender masonry piers are 
partly hollow and taper at their summit. 

 The aqueduct holds 1.5 million litres (330,000 gallons) of water and takes 
two hours to drain. 

Pictures: 

Mike Poloway, 
C&RT 
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Restoration Review of 2014 

The 2014 restoration season was, to misuse a sporting expression, a year of 
two halves.  The early months were devoted to finishing off the Redwith to 
Pryces Bridge section ready for the scheduled mid-May completion.  From 
June onwards a start was made on the section from Pryces Bridge to 
Crickheath.  In between we had no less than three ‘official’ opening 
ceremonies and one of our own! 
 

Work got off to a 
spectacular start in 
February.  With the 
lining now complete, a 
second consecutive 
exceptionally wet 
winter had left the 
channel with a good 
half-metre depth of 
water and for us a 
major problem of how 
to get rid of it.  Happily 
the Shropshire Fire 
and Rescue Service 
rode to the rescue 
using their High 
Volume Pump as part 
of a training exercise.  
This beast pumped the estimated one and a half million litres of water out of 
the channel and under Redwith Bridge in just 4 hours – a far cry from our 
hired 3 inch pumps. 

 

The March and April work parties were devoted to ‘finishing off a few jobs’.  
This description, although true, conveys a completely misleading impression 
of the level of activity over those hectic days.  In fact the work parties turned 
out to be some of the hardest physically since the heady days of the block 
laying.  The main tasks were levelling the erstwhile ‘tip’ to make it suitable for 
agriculture again, placing rip-rap on the offside bank, remedial pointing on the 
stone walls and grouting along the base of the piling.  More on the subject of 
grouting later… 

 

By now planning was already taking place for the anticipated move to the 
Pryces Bridge to Crickheath section later in the year.  This length is a nature 
reserve and contains a number of rare and protected species including Great 
Crested Newts.  The basic principle of working in such locations is that any 
habitat lost must be replaced by an equivalent habitat 

Profiling the temporary access slope in May 
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elsewhere.  The section where work was due to start contained a small newt 
breeding area, and that needed to be replicated elsewhere prior to 
commencement of work on the length.  Thus the valedictory works at Redwith 
were the construction of a replacement newt pond in the corner of the old tip 
area.  The pond was duly excavated, lined, filled with water, and with the 
surrounding land enclosed by two hedges it very much looks the part.  

 

May arrived and after so many years during which there seemed no prospect 
of the end of the work we now had one work party – three days – remaining 
before completion.  In the grand tradition of the May Bank Holiday work 
parties the weather was dry throughout which greatly helped proceedings.  
The first two days were occupied with finishing the seemingly endless task of 
grouting at the junction between the lining and the piling on the towpath side, 
doing remedial work on the brickwork at Pryces Bridge and fitting fenders (for 
boats no less!) on the offside approach to Redwith Bridge.  

 

5th May - the last restoration day at Redwith.  The work kicked off with 
profiling of the temporary access slope by the compound and the rest of the 
blocks in the section were rapidly laid using the block chute.  Before it was 
finished off by the addition of the rip-rap there was a ceremony.  A golden 
block (well, actually a block painted yellow) was laid by Pat Wilson, then in 
her third term as Society Chair.  The whole area was topped off by the 
erection of the Society banner at the top of the slope.  Redwith to Pryces 
Bridge was finished! 

 

The June work party was quite a weekend.  It will go down in the record 
books as the month when the Redwith to Pryces section saw boats for the 
first time since 1935 and work on the Pryces to Crickheath section was 
started.  The events had extensive coverage on TV, radio and in the press.  
Judging by the number of visitors over the weekend the canal had been 
magically transformed into a significant tourist attraction.  Work on the re-
watering in fact started 
a few days before the 
work party when C&RT 
removed the clay dam 
at Redwith Bridge.  This 
was followed a few 
days later by a 
ceremony, again with 
the media in 
attendance, to raise the 
top plank under 
Redwith Bridge.  The 
section took several 
days to fill up and the 
stop planks were then 

The stop plank lifted 
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removed completely. 

 

The volunteers arrived 
on the first morning of 
the June work party to 
be greeted by a sight 
which they had all 
worked so long for – the 
canal in water.  The 
extraordinary thing was 
that the channel already 
had the appearance of a 
mature canal with plants 
already populating the 
banks.  A casual 
observer would not 
have realised that it had 
only been in water for a matter of a couple of days.  Then we had the first 
boats on the section for nigh on eighty years.  Five narrowboats made the 
journey to Pryces Bridge, accompanied by yet more TV reporters.  The first 
boat sported a barrel of beer on its bows – for later consumption.  The 
evening saw a celebration at Canal Central for the volunteers who had 
worked on the section.  The barrel of beer was duly opened and the 
celebrations, as they say, went on long into the night.  The evening also gave 
the volunteers the opportunity to thank Mike and Jan for their massive 
contribution to the restoration over many years.  On Sunday an immediate 
start was made on the Pryces to Crickheath section involving erection of a 
stock fence and some surveying. 

 

Work on the Pryces to Crickheath section was predicated on two things.  The 
first was the granting of a Newt Licence to permit access to the channel.  The 
second was the relocation of our Redwith base to somewhere adjacent to the 
new section of channel. 

 

The process of obtaining a Newt Licence involved an application in early 
June by C&RT to Natural England.  Hitherto such applications had been 
turned round within 30 days but it quickly became apparent that there was a 
problem.  Natural England had been one of the public bodies affected by 
public spending cuts which had resulted in a reduction in their staff numbers 
and this, coupled with a new application system and a surge in national 
construction activity, meant that the decision was likely to take more than the 
30 days.  However before we had any cause to enter the channel we had to 
learn all aspects of working in areas inhabited by newts.  So in July, with the 
assistance of C&RT staff, we got stuck into the initial vegetation clearance 
and erected our first newt fences.  This fence was to enclose the first 75 
metres of channel from Pryces Bridge 

On page 40 

Preparations for work on the next section 
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Independent Small Tasks Team 
Volunteers 

On 13 November 2014, on a very blustery day forever threatening rain, the 
third phase of a significant refurbishment programme was undertaken to 
enhance the facilities at the services area above Hurleston Locks on the 
Llangollen Canal.  The major task was to demolish the second of the two 
decrepit brick enclosed water points and install a traditional stanchion water 
point (the first water point having been done on 23 October 2014).  
Excavation revealed that, when the canal edge was last re-piled, one of the 
back piles had cut through and blanked off the old water point drain, which 
was why the area was always a quagmire.  This necessitated installing a 
realigned new drain and gully for the water point.  Following installation the 
area surrounding the new water point was block paved. 

 

The group were in action again on Thursday 27 November, this time at 
Barbridge, the junction of the Shropshire Union main line and the Middlewich 
Branch.  On this occasion a new drain was installed to the canal from the 
water point and the standing area in front of the water point and notice board 
were blocked paved.  Additionally four mooring bollards were installed for the 
water point together with new signage and a heritage brick path long buried 
under the grass was exposed, along with other minor tasks. 
 

The old water point (left) and preparing the new drain 

Fitting the new drain (above) and 

the new stanchion (right) with the 

finished water point (far right). 
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And finally, at a C&RT Volunteer “Thank You” event that took place at 
Anderton Boat Lift on Tuesday 16 December, the STTV were presented with 
a C&RT Volunteer Recognition Certificate for consistently delivering a high 
technical standard of work on small construction and enhancement projects 
across North Wales and Borders Waterways in 2014. 
 

(For further STTV information contact Paul Mills on 0151-336-1049/07947-
887909 or Maurice Ward on 01942-260459/07791-350207.  Please note that 
the STTV is an independent group and not affiliated to SUCS or any other 
organisation.  We are grateful to SUCS for providing this vehicle to advertise 
our activities in the North Wales & Borders Waterways area.) 

Above left: the water point before work 

started.  Above: work in progress and left: 

the finished water point at Barbridge. 

Left: the re-
discovered 
brick path 
and right, 
the new 
bollards in 
place. 
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On 19 December, to blow the pre-Christmas cobwebs away, we held a 
morning work party near Sykes Hollow and removed a considerable quantity 
of vegetation from the canal edge.  It was cold but sunny and the ice was 
fairly thick - but not thick enough for Hazel's attempt to see if her lopper would 
float!!  (Later retrieved by Geoff and his magnet.)  

 

In early January Geoff Harris and Graham Russell had a very useful meeting 
with Wendy Capelle, Waterways Manager North Wales & Borders, and her 
team in Northwich to review SUMBA's progress and plan our outline 
programme for the first half of the year.  We will be increasing the number of 
work parties we hold every month in order to complete a wide variety of tasks 
in 2015.  Further meetings will be held every three months. 
 

During January we held work parties on two successive Saturdays at the 
Sykes Hollow winding hole and completely cleared all the overhanging trees 
and vegetation both side of, and within, the turning area.  Over recent years 
the location of the winding hole 
has become difficult to see from 
the canal - following our 
clearance work, this is now not a 
problem. 
 

Together with Church Minshull's 
Canal Group we will be creating 
a 1 hour signed circular walk to 
and from the village using 
bridges 11 and 14 as access to 
the canal.  At the end of January 
Steve Maguire, C&RT's local 
Operations Manager, 
accompanied us to inspect the 

SUMBA News 

Clearance work at Sykes Hollow winding hole 

Towpath edge clearance in December 
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condition of the towpath and 
numerous underwater 
obstructions.  In February we 
will carry out a full photographic 
audit of the issues identified and 
in April C&RT's engineers will 
create a work plan for us to 
implement over the summer. 
 

Work Parties 
This Spring we have some 
exciting tasks to complete and 
would appreciate lots of help.  
Please email Graham Russell at 
sumbacanal@gmail.com and let us know if you can assist or would like to be 
added to our contact list. 
 

March - Saturday dates to be confirmed 
Vegetation clearance at Sykes Hollow picnic area. 
 

April - Saturday dates to be confirmed 
Maintenance month at Cholmondeston, Minshull and (outside our adopted  
area) Stanthorne locks. 

Graham Russell 

Winding hole at Sykes Hollow after vegetation 

clearance in January 

http://www.overwatermarina.co.uk/
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Death and the Shroppie Part 2 

This short series of articles considers a neglected aspect of the canal 
community in the 19th and early 20th century.  It examines a selection of 
deaths on the Shropshire Union Canal and its predecessors based mainly on 
newspaper reports and mentions in the company minutes.  The process used 
was inevitably selective: only those newspapers reproduced on-line in the 
British Newspaper Archive plus The Times were consulted, and until the 
passing of the Workmen’s Compensation Acts 1897 and 1906 the company 
minutes did not record most deaths to employees.  Furthermore, for the most 
common types of incidents only a few examples have been cited, whereas 
unusual incidents are given in more detail. 
 

Death and the Shropshire Union Canal Part 2: Accidental death 
 

Children 
The most common circumstance leading to canal deaths was young children 
playing by the water and falling in.  This particularly applied to the age group 
from two to four years old.  Older children were more aware of the danger, 
incidents were fewer, and the children were generally doing a specific activity, 
rather than just playing.  For example, in 1866 Evan Davies (aged seven) 
drowned at Chirk Bank having gone to the canal to fetch his mother a can of 
water; several years later, Alfred Jones (5) drowned at almost the same spot 
— it was thought he had been birds-nesting.  In 1884 John Kendrick (9) 
drowned at Stonebridge near Chester when learning to swim in the canal and 
in 1895 William Burslem (12) bought a toy boat and went to float it in the 
canal at Chester, fell in and was drowned. 

 

After a child had fallen through a gap in the railings on Chirk Aqueduct in 
1914, wire netting was fixed to prevent a recurrence.  

 

Because of climate change, canals used to freeze over more often than they 
do now.  Ice skating (or sliding) was popular, and several deaths were 
recorded when children attempted to go onto ice that was dangerously thin.  
An especially tragic accident happened at Ellesmere on 9 October 1858.  The 
(unnamed) servant girl of James Ralph, landlord of the Eagle Inn, had taken 
out his two children, a boy and a girl, in a carriage for an airing.  In returning 
over the bridge at the entrance to the canal arm, the little boy’s hat blew off 
and rolled onto the towpath.  The girl followed, drawing the carriage after her 
down the steep incline.  When nearly at the bottom she left it in what she 
thought was a safe position whilst she went for the hat.  Unfortunately, the 
movement of the children started the carriage moving, and before the girl 
could get back to it, it had rolled into the water.  She rescued the boy but Ann, 
the 21-month old girl, drowned. 
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Adults 
Drunkenness was by far the most common contributing factor to the death of 
adults not working on the canal system. 

 

The Chester Chronicle recorded five cases within a twelve month period in 
1836/7.  Job Dod fell from the swing bridge over the entrance to the Dee 
Arm; the inquest jury thought the bridge was dangerous, ‘the sides of it being 
so extremely low’.  John Fox was going home from a pub in Frodsham Street 
and walked into the canal by Cow Lane Bridge.  Martin and David Dunn, 
brothers, had been drinking in a pub at Boughton, whereas Thomas Griffiths 
had been drinking in a pub in Steven Street, but all three bodies were found 
together near Hoole Lane Bridge.  (Two other adults drowned in this period, 
both elderly, and both incidents happened in the dark: an inmate of the 
House of Industry named Hughes, who died near the lead works, and Susan 
Jones near Seller Street.  However, drink was not a factor in either case.)  

 

The inquest into the death of Emma Dorricott in 1902 was told that she and 
Edward Ruscoe were walking along the towpath of the canal near Wellington.  
Both were intoxicated.  She fell against him, and he stumbled into the water.  
The woman had her arm linked in his, and she was dragged after him.  He 
managed to get out but was too muddled to give her any help.  He told the 
lock-keeper but was too drunk to show him the exact spot where she fell in.  
The lock-keeper told the inquest that drunkenness on the canal side had 
greatly increased, and it was a common occurrence for intoxicated people to 
fall into the water there. 

 

In 1893 John Probert, a boatman from Pant (near Llanymynech), was found 
in Chirk Tunnel drowned, with an ugly gash on his forehead, having been in 
the water about three weeks.  He had left home with a woman and a child to 
go to Black Park Basin to collect a load of coal.  He got off at Chirk Bank to 
go drinking at the Bridge Inn.  The woman left in charge of the boat went on 
without him — and nothing more was heard of him until his body was 
discovered. 

 

Elizabeth Thomas was returning with her husband from Llangollen to their 
home at Llantisilio in 1873 — they went by train to Berwyn station, then 
descended to cross the Chain Bridge and called in at the inn there.  Later 
they walked along to the footbridge over the entrance to the canal feeder at 
Horseshoe Falls, which then had no handrail.  She thought she was stepping 
onto the bridge but fell into the water; her husband was in no state to rescue 
her. 

 

An unprotected bridge was also partly to blame for the death of Samuel 
Wynne Jones in 1883.  He had been manager of the Gardden Lodge Colliery 
at Ruabon and of the Brynkinallt Colliery at Chirk, but at the time of the 
accident was out of work.  That day he was trying to find a new house.  On 
the way home in the evening he called in at the Canal Tavern, Pontcysyllte.  
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He left it about 9.30pm on a very dark night, with the intention of following the 
tramway route home, but at the bridge over the Plas Kynaston Canal he fell 
into the water, striking his head on the kerbstone of the canal.  His body was 
found the following morning.  He left eleven children, most of whom were very 
young. 

 

In 1887 David Roberts of Froncysyllte was found floating in the water, just to 
the south of Pontcysyllte Aqueduct.  That afternoon he crossed the aqueduct 
to met someone at Cefn Mawr, and he returned over it at about 8pm, by which 
time it was dark and the towpath was icy.  Because of the bruising he 
suffered, it was speculated that his foot may have caught on the iron grating 
on the towpath, causing him to stumble, and that in the fall into the water he 
hit his head on the iron edge of the towpath, stunning him.  He was certainly 
not intoxicated. 

 

Occasionally the canal company took action to prevent reoccurrence of an 
accident.  After J Watkin had fallen to his death from the Vyrnwy Aqueduct in 
1861, iron railings were erected.  But sometimes the action was merely to put 
up a notice, as in 1864 when a member of the public died when crossing a 
lock at Frankton Junction. 

 

Accidents to adults, whether exacerbated by alcohol or not, usually happened 
at night.  Chester had a gasworks by 1817, and the main city streets were lit 
by 1831; nevertheless, most of the canalside was unlit and unprotected, the 
section between Cow Lane Bridge and Hoole Lane Bridge being particularly 
dangerous. 

 

Canals were used as swimming baths, despite the breach of canal company 
bye-laws and the frequent complaints (particularly in the first half of the 19th 
century) about the offence caused to women by men’s and boys’ nude 
bathing.  But bathing brought dangers.  For example, in 1821 a twelve year 
old boy named Latham was swimming with a group of friends just above 
Tarvin Lock when he got out of his depth and drowned. 

 

The Chester Humane Society promoted the installation of safety equipment 
and resuscitation apparatus, and gave awards for bravery in rescuing people 
from drowning.  At their annual meeting in 1840 it was reported that there had 
been about 25 instances of people needing rescuing from the canal between 
Hoole Lane Bridge and Northgate in the previous twelve months.  This was 
probably a factor for a clause to be included in the Chester Borough Council 
Bill of that year requiring the Canal Company to repair its roads and provide 
for public safety in respect of their property, under a penalty not exceeding 
£20.  However, no Act resulted. 

 

Coroners or their juries often made recommendations, but they were usually 
turned down by the canal company.  For example, after a girl drowned at 
Chester in 1882, the coroner recommended that lifebuoys and drags should 
be kept at all lock-houses; after another drowning at Chester the following 
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 year the jury said the locks should be fenced off; and when in 1884 a child 
drowned at Rednal (near Oswestry) the coroner suggested that a gate 
should be put up to prevent children getting onto the towpath.  All were 
refused. 

 

Drowning was not the only risk from swimming in canals.  When in 1900 
Algernon Fletcher, an expert swimmer, was giving lessons in the Plas 
Kynaston Canal to some of his fellow workers he caught typhoid from the 
water polluted with effluent from Cefn Mawr and died a fortnight later.  

 

Another death involving the Plas Kynaston Canal occurred in 1894 when 
Edward Hughes (aged 19) attempted to jump across it, as he often did.  He 
stepped backwards to get a run for his jump but fell 40 feet into a disused 
lime kiln. 

 

In 1900 the headline ‘Gross inhumanity at Whitchurch’ was provoked by 
comments made at the inquest on William Heycock.  He was known to have 
fits, and it was probably one which caused him to fall into the canal.  Shortly 
afterwards a boat approached; a man named Bromley who was leading the 
horse saw the body in the water but did nothing about it.  He told the inquest 
that John Hopwood, the captain of the boat, ordered him not to stop — 
uproar ensued, several jurors commenting that if Heycock had been got out 
he may have been able to be revived.  The coroner censured Bromley, 
saying that his conduct was most inhuman, but adding that Hopwood was as 
much to blame. 

 

Many accidents seemed inexplicable.  In 1805 a young woman named 
Sparks was drowned at Boughton when washing her hands in the canal after 
having milked a cow.  And in 1894 John Smith of Arddleen near Welshpool 
was found drowned, over £110 (over £10,000 at today’s value) being found 
on the body in bank notes and gold. 

 

Even a long-disused canal can be a factor in a death.  In 1873 George Parry 
heard that an adder had been seen by the former Ffrwd Canal, so he 
borrowed a clasped knife and with a group of others went in search of the 
adder.  Whilst walking along the embankment he slipped on the slope, falling 
on his knife, which killed him almost instantly.  

 

Canal companies often had extensive road haulage operations; in the 1880s 
the Shropshire Union had almost 100 horse-drawn delivery vans and lorries.  
On one occasion (1884) the company paid the funeral expenses of a boy 
accidentally run over but did not pay compensation.  On another occasion 
(1890) two of the company’s horses had taken fright and become 
unmanageable, resulting in the death of a woman and the fracturing of a 
girl’s leg. 

Peter Brown 
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The Canal & River Trust, in partnership with the IWA, has launched a 
competition to highlight the plight of hundreds of miles of derelict canals 
across England and Wales. 
 

The competition is asking for photographs of derelict or unrestored 
waterways which capture the emotion and feeling of our ‘lost’ waterways to 
help rediscover and bring these much-needed spaces back to life.  
 

Whilst many canals have been successfully restored in recent years there are 
still many that could become a key part of local communities.  Jason Leach, 
enterprise and restoration manager said, “Many of us have seen striking 
images of some of our most famous landmarks such as Pontcysyllte 
Aqueduct, Bingley Five Rise Locks or Standedge Tunnel which are great 
examples of how special our waterways can be.  We’re after originality and 
good technical ability and pictures that trigger emotion in people.  

 

“The waterways are experiencing a wonderful renaissance as more and more 
people embrace the range of benefits the waterways can offer to their 
everyday lives.  There are hundreds of miles of abandoned waterways out 
there and we hope it opens up their imagination to the potential of how their 
local area could look if that canal was restored over time.” 
 

The deadline for submissions is Friday 10 April 2015 and the winning entry 
will win vouchers worth £500 and two runners up will scoop £250.  Winners 
will be announced w/c 11 May.  For details about how to get involved with a 
canal restoration group near you and for competition and prize details, simply 
visit www.canalrivertrust.org.uk/restoration. 

Lost Canal Wonders Competition 

Marina News 

The Wrenbury Marina saga rolls on… 
 

As reported in the last issue of Cuttings, Cheshire East Council refused 
permission for the new marina development in the middle of the village.  The 
developers have now made an appeal to the Secretary of State, with 
submissions from interested parties to be sent in by 15th January.  All the 
correspondents who made a comment on the original planning application 
were written to and invited to submit comments (in triplicate!) to the Planning 
Inspectorate. 
 

The appeal decision will be published on the planning portal at 
www.planningportal.gov.uk/planning; the appeal reference is APP/R0660/
A/14/2228777 
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Stamps Coins & Post Cards 

Pat Wilson 

Happy New Year to you all!  Thank you for continuing to send me stamps and 
coins.  Our total raised so far this year is £870 and I am awaiting a cheque 
from my dealer, so we are doing well. 
 

Thank you this time to: 

Anon x 1 
J Bowhay 
D Brown 
S Cawson 
R & D Claydon 
C & J Clegg 
A Edmed 
M Francis 
Firth Family 
A Hayes 
T Hesselgrave & friends 

J & D Hills 
P James 
A & A Jones 
D Jones 
J & D King 
J Lane 
A Lindop 
G & C Lindop 
C Magner 
H & D Newall 
M Nicholson 

K Sinclair 
International Guild of 
Knot Tyers 
NB Bill Baggins 
N Shrops Trefoil Guild 
Cheshire WI 
NB Brock 
Scottish Rock Garden 
Club 

 

RICHARD POTTER LTD 
 

Supplier of Quality Hardwoods, Softwoods and Sheet Materials to 

many Narrowboat Owners 

 

We always have large stocks of veneered and marine plywood together 

with extensive stocks of other sheets, hardwoods, etc. 

We offer a full cutting to size and machining service. 

Local delivery service. 

 

Millstone Lane, Nantwich, Cheshire CW5 5PN 

Telephone 01270 625791 Fax 01270 610483 

 

Monday - Friday 8:00 am to 5:00 pm 

Saturday 8:30 am to 4:30 pm 

Sunday (stock and shop sales only) 10:00 am to 1:00 pm 

 

Website address www.fortimber.demon.co.uk 

E-mail richardpotter@fortimber.demon.co.uk 

http://www.fortimber.demon.co.uk
mailto:richardpotter@fortimber.demon.co.uk
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Cheshire Cat Narrowboat Holidays 
 
Hire one of our comfortable, 2 - 8 berth narrowboats 
to explore the beautiful canals of Cheshire, 
Shropshire and North Wales.  Take the trip of a 
lifetime over the world-famous Pontcysyllte Aqueduct, 
visit historic Chester, the Anderton Boat Lift or cruise 
around the Four Counties or Cheshire Rings. 
Based at Overwater Marina, just north of Audlem. 
 

Full tuition given, pets welcome at no extra charge. 
 

www.cheshirecatnarrowboats.co.uk 
Call 07867 790195 for more details. 
 

Cheshire Cat Training 
Narrowboat Handling courses to suit all abilities.  Half
-day basic boat handling, RYA Inland Waterways 
Helmsman and Inland Waterways Crew certificates, 
two day Life Afloat courses. 
 

Phone 07867 790195 for details of our next course. 
 
www.cheshirecattraining.co.uk 

M & L Canal Services 
 

 Boat Safety Scheme Examinations and remedial work 

 Breakdown and Call-out service 

 Engine Servicing and repairs 

 Plumbing and Electrical work 

 LPG gas installations, testing and repairs  

 Gas Safe registered 
 
Call Mark on 07970 384047 
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We all extend a warm welcome to: 

 

Our total membership fell slightly over the past 12 months so we are always 
looking for new members.  If you know of anybody who would like to join us, 
please point them at our website which contains a downloadable membership 
application.  Alternatively, contact me and I will send you a small pack of 
membership applications and publicity leaflets. 
 
You can contact me about these or any other membership matter at 28, 
Millfield Drive, Market Drayton TF9 1HS, telephone 01630 656525 or by email 
to sucsmemsec@btinternet.com. 

 

Ian Hendley 
Membership Secretary 

Membership News 

Mr and Mrs Robertson of Maidstone, Kent 
Mr D Allsop of Nantwich 
Mr and Mrs Burton of Waverton, Chester 
Mr G Harris of Coulsdon, Surrey 

http://www.cheshirecatnarrowboats.co.uk
http://www.cheshirecattraining.co.uk
mailto:sucsmemsec@btinternet.com
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Thanks to the Chair! 

0871 200 8021 

 

 Page 29 Cuttings Spring 2015 

The Society extends its grateful thanks to Pat Wilson and Anne Lindop, who 
have served as joint Chair for two years from November 2012 to November 
2014.   As many of you will know, both Pat and Anne have been active in the 
Society and on Council for many years.  

 

Pat joined the Society in the late 1960s and 
over the years she has been Chairman three 
times: 1972-75, 1992-96, and 2012-14.  Apart 
from that she has busied herself with a host of 
activities – attending and organising work 
parties and events, a few years as Cuttings 
editor, another few years as advertising 
manager and, for the last decade, looking 
after the stamps – not to mention her fame as 
bun loaf maker!  Indeed, in 2012 Council 
made Pat a Vice President in recognition of 
her ongoing work to support and promote the 
Society and the restoration of the 
Montgomery Canal. 

 

Anne joined Council in mid-2000, initially as 
minutes secretary, and has been working 
tirelessly ever since, taking a prominent role 
in the organisation of rallies, lockwinds and 
other events as well as assisting in 
numerous other ways – catering, first aid 
and collecting boxes spring immediately to 
mind. 

 

Throughout their two years as joint Chair, 
Pat and Anne have attended innumerable 
open days, events and festivals to talk to 
people about the Society, and have 
recruited many new members, including 
Tony Hales.  They have also represented 
the Society at meetings with Canal & River 
Trust.  Of course the highlight of their time 
in office was the reopening of the new 

section of restored canal at Redwith.  A full 430 metres of canal, representing 
six years of hard work by the restoration volunteers, was officially opened by 
Canal & River Trust on 19th July 2014, but the volunteers had their own 
celebration for a job well done on the evening of 7th June.  Typically for Pat 
and Anne, they had spent the day at the IWA’s 

Thanks to the Chair! 

Pat selling jam at the lockwind in 

May 2014 

Anne serving refreshments (with 

Elaine Whitehead) at the lockwind 

in August 2014 

http://www.rivercanalrescue.co.uk/
http://www.canalcontracting.co.uk/
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Old People Aren’t So Bad... 

Not all canal restorers are retired old codgers!  Here Duncan Leach tells the 
story of his involvement in the Montgomery restoration and how he stayed on 
after completion of his Duke of Edinburgh’s Award.  

 

Having left secondary school in June 2011 I was due to start studying for my 
‘A’ levels at Shrewsbury Sixth 
Form College in September.  
Whilst at The Corbet School I 
had been lucky enough to be 
able to work for my Bronze Duke 
of Edinburgh’s Award, due to the 
dedication of a few members of 
staff who gave up their time at 
weekends to prepare us for our 
expedition in the Berwyns. 

 

On arrival at my sixth form 
induction day my first priority was 
to sign up for the Gold Duke of 
Edinburgh’s Award.  Although 
the college co-ordinated the 
group we were left to our own 
devices to arrange all aspects of 
the award except the expedition.  
As well as four days walking from 
Bala to Barmouth we would have 
to complete six months 
developing a skill, 12 months 
regularly participating in a 
physical activity and 18 months 
engaged in voluntary work.  The 

National Campaign Festival in Chester manning the Society’s publicity 
marquee, but nevertheless drove the thirty-odd miles to Redwith to join in the 
celebration – and then went back to Chester the next day!  Pat has often 
expressed her determination to some day cruise the full length of the 
Montgomery, and 2014 saw her ambition come 430 metres closer. 

 

The Society has many reasons to thank Pat and Anne for their commitment 
and enthusiasm over several decades, and in this instance members of 
Council particularly wish to thank them both for their two years of service as 
Chair. 

Rich Hamp on behalf of SUCS Council 
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skill was easy – I wanted to learn to drive.  I’m not that keen on team sports, 
so I opted for trips to the gym for my physical activity.  The voluntary work 
was much more difficult – for the Bronze Award I had picked up litter around 
my village twice a week for six months, but I was looking for something more 
challenging this time. 

 

I was very keen to be outdoors for my volunteering, but as a 16 year old I 
soon realised that anything ‘interesting’ required you to be at least 18 – either 
for ‘health and safety’ or ‘insurance’ reasons.  Luckily my mum was out with 
friends one day and one of them mentioned that her husband was out 
volunteering and would be coming home exhausted and covered in mud.  
This sounded promising!  We got in touch with Nick Nicholson and he very 
kindly agreed to take me along to the next month’s work party and act as my 
‘guardian’. 

 

Not knowing what to expect I went off, armed with a pair of overalls.  The 
Redwith to Pryces section of the Montgomery Canal had been undergoing 
restoration since March 2008 – it was now November 2011 and less than a 
tenth of the lining had been completed – I was not sure what I would be able 
to achieve in my 18 months contribution.  After a short health and safety talk 
from Mike Friend, the project manager, I was kitted out with safety boots, 
hard hat and high-vis jacket.  My first job was to grout between the piling and 
the concrete blocks.  This was presumably a job that even a novice couldn’t 
get too wrong, but it was encouraging to be able to see the results of what I 
had been doing.  It was a cold day and I was glad of 
the arrival of the tea break.  Tea breaks are quite a 

Trip down the canal on opening day.  David Carter, Duncan Leach, Martin Wilson, 
Tony Hesselgrave.  Photo: Nick Nicholson. 
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feature of the working party 
weekends, with various delicious 
homemade cakes provided each 
time.  I had never liked tea before, 
but I was soon converted – as long 
as it was liberally laced with sugar! 

 

As the next work party was in 
December it meant the start of three 
months of hedge-laying, a little 
further west along the canal.  I 
thoroughly enjoyed this and 
managed to join in with hedge-laying 
in 2012 and 2013.  March 2012 came round and it was back to the canal and 
the jobs I was given became more varied; including moving concrete blocks 
to lay into position on the base and the sides of the canal, mixing concrete, 
laying down the geo-textile liner, transporting materials in the power barrows 
and pouring out Bentonite clay. 

 

Most weekends were great fun with an interesting bunch of volunteers with a 
wealth of different experiences between them.  We were just unfortunate in 
the amount of rain that fell between monthly visits.  Usually at least part of 
Saturday was spent pumping out the rainwater before work could begin.  

 

Volunteering on the Montgomery Canal has been a great experience and I 
was very happy to continue after the 18 months I needed to complete the D 
of E Award.  The highlight of my volunteering was the completion of the 
Redwith to Pryces Bridge section, and seeing it filled with water.  All those 
weekends spent shifting concrete blocks (more exhausting than a workout at 
the gym) and getting covered in Bentonite (my Mum was glad to see the end 
of overalls covered in that) were definitely worth it.  Along with many 
presentations to more worthy volunteers at the Celebration Evening, I was 
presented with a certificate for being the youngest volunteer on the team, by 
at least 30 years! 
 

I have now fulfilled all the parts of the Gold D of E Award and have received 
my badge.  I have postponed my trip to St. James’ Palace to receive my 
certificate until spring 2016, as I could not make the first date I was given.  
Since August 2014 I have been working as an electrical engineering 
apprentice in South Wales.  At my interview I was asked to take along some 
project work to show them so I took along some photos of the canal 
restoration project on my laptop.  They were so interested that talking about it 
took up half of my interview and must have helped them to decide to take me 
on.  I hope to be able to join in with weekends on the Montgomery again 
when work on the next section gets underway and I must thank Nick 
Nicholson for being my canal ‘guardian’ until I was 18. 

Duncan Leach 
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http://www.nantwichmarina.co.uk/
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The Chair’s report to the AGM appeared in full in the Winter edition of 
Cuttings.  Pat explained that after 2 years as the Society’s chair she would 
stand down at the Council meeting the following week. 
 

Rich Hamp and Terry O’Brien were re-elected to the Council.  Pat Tolster 
had been co-opted earlier in the year and was elected for the first time.  
Mike Friend did not seek re-election and was thanked for his years of hard 
work. 
 

Anne Lindop appealed for volunteers to perform various tasks, e.g. 
managing collecting boxes and attending various events to promote the 
Society.  Norbury Festival ideally needs someone with a boat to attend with 
publicity material displayed on it. 
 

The AGM was followed by a presentation from David Hennessey, C&RT’s 
Montgomery Canal Restoration Project Manager.  David introduced himself 
and began with a presentation on his recent project to restore the Lune 
Valley aqueduct on the Lancaster Canal.  This had involved a very 
substantial HLF grant and a considerable amount of matched funding from 
local organisations.  Community and school involvement were high-profile 
features of the project.  The restored aqueduct was used as a focus for 
laser performances and media activities that attracted thousands of 
visitors. 
 

David was very enthusiastic about his new role on the Montgomery Canal 
and was confident of preparing the Round 2 bid to the HLF by September 
2015.  He explained that the design work was currently underway which 

Society AGM 2014 

Sylvia Edwards 

talking to the AGM 
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R J MARINER J MARINE  
  

BOAT PAINTING 

ALL ASPECTS OF ENGINEERING 

CALL OUT SERVICE 

ENGINE SERVICE AND INSTALLATIONS 

FIT OUTS AND REFITS (cratches, lockers, etc) 

SAFETY AND COMPLIANCE WORK 

 

Telephone 01270 619426 and ask for Joan 

Mobile    07849 039661 

Email   joan.adair@btconnect.com 

would then allow pricing of the various tasks.  The project is due to start in 
January 2016 and will take 4 years to complete. 
 

Following a question from the 
floor about input to the bid from 
various interested parties, Sylvia 
Edwards, the newly appointed 
Montgomery Canal Community 
Development Officer, was 
introduced to the meeting.  Sylvia 
explained her role and gave 
examples of ideas of how she 
might involve local communities 
along the canal.  She expressed 
the view that young people must 
be introduced to the canal and 
suggested involving Oswestry 
College Building and Construction students in the restoration and students 
from Harper Adams Agricultural College in hedge-laying.  Sylvia explained 
that there would be a 3-month consultation period prior to formulating the 
plan.  She appealed for support with the consultation from SUCS members. 

The Society’s exhibition boards at the AGM 

mailto:joan.adair@btconnect.com
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Tel: 01270 525 040  E-Mail: info@aqueductmarina.co.uk 
Church Minshull Aqueduct Marina, The Outlanes, Church Minshull, Nantwich, Cheshire  

CW5 6DX 

You can find us on... 

Marina, Brokerage, Chandlery & Café – Open 7 Days A Week 

www.aqueductmarina.co.uk 

Joinery and deck boards 

Shotblasting and 

blacking 

Full repaints 
Stern gear 

Hulls steam cleaned and anodes fitted 

Signwriting 

Contact Aqueduct 
Marina Reception for 
more information on 
all our services.: -
01270 525040 
info@aqueductmarina
.co.uk 

Engine 
repairs and 
servicing 

Engines fitted and 
serviced 

Overplating and fabrication 
work 

Brokerage and Chandlery 

10% OFF AT THE GALLEY 
FOR ALL CUTTINGS 
READERS - conditions apply.  
Please telephone for details. 

Monthly 
Social 
Nights at 
The Galley 
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Linda Andrews 

Linda has reluctantly resigned as a Society Trustee after 
serving for 9 years.  During that time Linda and Mark 
have expanded their canal business and it has developed 
to the point where Linda no longer has any spare time to 
devote to the Society. 
 

We thank her for her long service and wish them well. 
Pat Wilson 

Making Waves 

Making Waves 2015 is an ambitious 
series of events aiming to bring to life 
the Montgomery Canal in Wales.  
From March to July, it will highlight a 
range of aspects of the canal with 
activities on the canal, on the towpath 
and alongside the canal, culminating 
in a festival weekend on the 4th & 5th 
July, the Welsh Waterway Festival. 
 

Events are being organised by the 
Friends of the Montgomery Canal, the Montgomery Waterway Restoration 
Trust, the Heulwen Trust, the Friends of Llanymynech Limeworks and 
Llanymynech Wharf Visitor Centre. 
 

Making Waves 2015 will, for the first time, see boats of the Heulwen Trust 
running regular public trips, with tickets giving discounted admission to Powis 
Castle and the Welshpool & Llanfair Light Railway.  Special weekends will 
also be given over to smaller craft on the water, including relay races in 
coracles and a number of visiting boats. 
 

Michael Limbrey, Chairman of the Montgomery Waterway Restoration Trust 
said “Our festival on the 4th & 5th July will be at the wharf in the centre of 
Welshpool opened by the Prince of Wales some years ago.  This will be an 
ideal place to show the town a canal alive with boats, celebrating its heritage 
as a foretaste of what will come when mid-Wales is linked to canal towns 
across England and Wales.” 
 

For more information, go to the website at http://makingwaves2015.co.uk/    
or for twitterers, follow @makingwaves2015 

Linda in 2010 when she was lock keeper at Hurleston 

http://www.aqueductmarina.co.uk
mailto:info@aqueductmarina.co.uk
mailto:info@aqueductmarina.co.uk
http://www.aqueductmarina.co.uk/galley
http://www.aqueductmarina.co.uk/galley
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Montgomery Canal Triathlon 2015 

Early May sees the 4th Montgomery Canal 
Triathlon taking place.  Following the 
success of the event last year, it is hoped 
that some changes will see the event 
appealing to a wider audience. 
 

The purpose of the Triathlon is to attract 
more people to the canal and make use of 
the improvements being made.  These 
include upgrading the towpath to a cycleway and installation of soft canoe 
launch pads.  The towpath was improved north of Welshpool to Pool Quay 
last March, extending the uprated towpath north of Newtown. 
 

Thus this year, the cycling section from Newtown will be longer, finishing at 
Pool Quay, a distance of 17 miles.  The walking section will still be the same 
length at 10 ½ miles, but will now be from Pool Quay to Pryces Bridge where 
the newly reopened section of the canal now terminates.  The canoeing 
section will continue the route, finishing at the Weston Arm below the locks at 
Frankton.  This is a slightly shorter length but with no roads to negotiate and 
only four locks to porterage round, compared to the nine on the former route. 
 

Funds raised from last year’s Triathlon will have been used to install canoe 
pads at Graham Palmer Lock and at the Weston Arm in time for the event.  
Towpath improvements from Carreghofa to Four Crosses will also be 
completed, improving the route for runners. 
 

The event relies heavily on volunteers.  One of the organisers, Peter Richards 
comments “Two dozen entries were received in August, so we expect the 
Fourth Triathlon to be well supported by entrants, but it can only be successful 
if it continues to be well supported by volunteers.”  If you would like to help, 
please contact Peter on: 
01691 831455 or email 
peter_richards42@btinternet.com. 
 

If you want to join in, either 
complete the whole length or just a 
part of it, walking, cycling or 
canoeing. 
 
For more information and an entry 
form, go to: 
 
www.maesburycanalfestival.co.uk/
triathlon.html 
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Recycling for SUCS 

Peter James  (01743 364100, 71 Washford Road, Shrewsbury SY3 9HW) 
recycles printer cartridges and mobile phones for the Society.  If it is easier, 
you may still drop any cartridges in with Pat Wilson at Rincop, Wardle and 
she will deliver them to Peter. 

 

Cartridges and mobile phones add to the Society’s coffers so keep them 
coming in! 

The plans of the Shrewsbury & Newport Canals Trust (SNCT) to restore the 
warehouses and basin at Wappenshall are in crisis.  The total projected cost 
of the project is £1.5 million and the Heritage Lottery Fund grant will 
contribute £1 million towards this, leaving another £500,000 to find.  
However this can only go ahead if sufficient funds are raised to go onto the 
next stage. 
 

The fundraising team have followed up over 200 possible sources of funding 
but with little return.  This includes a £100,000 grant from the local authority 
which, despite being told would be successful, regrettably was turned down.   

An appeal has been made to the members of SNCT which it is hoped will 
make a significant dent in the shortfall, but it is hoped others will also make a 
pledge to support funding.  If the target is not reached, pledges will not be 
called in and it will mean the HLF funding application will have to be 
deferred. 
 

So far, an HLF Round One payment of £72,000 has to be paid to cover 
preparatory work, following which the 
Trust can then apply for the balance of 
the £1,000,000.  Hover this cannot be 
submitted until the shortfall has been 
covered. 
 

Full details and a pledge form are on 
the SNCT website at 
www.sncanal.org.uk, or contact John 
Myers on 01785 255263, 07711 858986 
or email jma2@onetel.com. 

Wappenshall Funding 
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Continued from page 15 

which would form the first phase of our work.  As work was progressing we 
came face to face with our first Great Crested Newt.  The two year old female 
was cared for by C&RT ecologists and, after posing for photographs, was 
returned to a suitable location in the channel.  The other work in July was at 
the Redwith compound to prepare for both the impending move and the 
official opening of the canal by C&RT on 19th July.  The fourth and final 
opening was hosted by the C&RT Board and attended by national and local 
politicians, local dignitaries and volunteers.  The press, TV and radio were 
again much in evidence. 

 

August dawned – still no newt licence – and work erecting the newt fence 
around phase 1 was finished.  However there was good news on a new base 
for the restoration work.  Negotiations by C&RT resulted in agreement with 
Lloyds Animal Feeds for a base within their premises.  This was an ideal 
location, sited in two clearings in a wood, that permitted access to the 
channel adjacent to Pryces Bridge.  The site was prepared by C&RT 
contractors during August and during the September work party we moved in.  
The first jobs were installing yet another newt fence around the entire Lloyds 
compound and associated access and haul roads so as to exclude newts 
from both the working and storage areas.  On the last day of the work party 
we took delivery of two ’20 foot’ containers, replacements for the two 
containers which have served the Society so well for many years, and which 
first saw service at Burgedin.  Two vehicles shuttled back and forth between 
the two sites bringing various heavy items including our faithful old mixer and, 
arguably, the most important item in the compound – the tea shelter.  The 
work brought to an end the Society’s presence at Redwith where we had 
been based since 2008.  Like all new arrivals we celebrated with a cup of tea 
whilst surrounded by random heaps of our possessions. 

 

Having waited some four months for news on the newts licence, Natural 
England delivered the unwelcome verdict of refusal to C&RT the day before 

the October work party.  The 
reason for the decision related to 
a number of technical problems 
with the proposals.  Although 
these matters could be relatively 
easily addressed, the timing of 
the decision, and the start of the 
cold weather, made further 
progress on the channel 
impossible during 2014.  Work on 
the channel will thus 
recommence in the Spring when 
both newts and restoration 

Great Crested Newt 
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 volunteers emerge from their 
winter slumbers.  In the 
meantime volunteer efforts in 
October and November were 
concentrated on the 
preparation of the new 
compound area.  In contrast 
to the wide open spaces of 
Redwith the new base is 
quite small and thus space 
must be utilised carefully for 
materials storage.  The most 
important storage areas - the 
containers – received 
considerable attention.  They were painted internally and externally in a very 
smart ‘Brunswick Green’, and the tool containers were fitted out with 
shelving.  The welfare container was revamped with changing and drying 
areas.  The facilities are a far cry from the more basic facilities on offer at, 
say, Brynderwyn or Newhouse, as many of the old restoration hands will 
testify! 

 

There is a coda to the story of the Redwith to Pryces length.  It might seem 
surprising that a section which required the fire brigade to remove the water 
before work could commence was later found to leak.  There is evidence that 
water is escaping both into the brook which is culverted under the canal and 
into some of the surrounding fields.  Investigations by C&RT established that 
the leaks were via the piling which forms part of the construction of the 
towpath side, and were caused by the waterproof membrane at the back of 
the piling having perished.  The piling and towpath was the one part of the 
restoration which the society did not do but, nevertheless, the fact that the 
water level in the section has had to be lowered gives a general sense that 
the section is unfinished.  Work is on-going at the time of writing to find a 
solution based on grouting the offending sections of piling.  

 

So a year that started at Redwith and ended at Lloyds has seen its fair share 
of highs and lows.  There was the euphoria of finishing the section in May 
and the attendant ceremonies and media attention, followed by the downer of 
the leaks.  The optimistic prospects of an immediate start on the Pryces to 
Crickheath section were chipped away by each successive week without a 
decision on the newts licence, and the resulting delay to the programme.  On 
the other hand this was partially compensated for by the establishment of our 
excellent new base which ensures an immediate start on the channel when 
circumstances permit. 

 

It has been quite a year!  As always we look forward to the new restoration 
year and the new challenges that it will bring.  Roll on 2015. 

David Carter 
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I try to publish a brief overview of the Society’s financial situation towards the 
end of each accounting year for those of you who are interested in our 
financial machinations but find the annual Financial Report a bit too formal 
and structured.  A full report will, of course, be published on our website in 
August and an abridged version in Cuttings in September.  Should you want 
a paper copy of the full report, a request and a C5 stamped addressed 
envelope will do the job.  For any questions you might have, an email or 
telephone call will at least get a holding answer if not a full one!   
 

The general economic background really remains optimistic but with low 
interest rates yet to see any real improvement.  Society membership 
continues to fall slightly and, I believe, simply reflects a small but negative 
shift in the general public’s perception of our waterways together with a wider 
recognition of Canal & River Trust’s evolving role.  
 

The running costs of the Society vary slightly each year and generally 
provide a surplus which helps offset the costs of restoration and other work.  
Income is derived from subscriptions, gift aid and from advertising income 
generated by Cuttings and totals some £11,000 annually.  The running costs 
themselves cover a range of expenses which include publishing and 
distributing Cuttings, all aspects of our insurance, audit, general 
administration, stationery and postage costs.  The latter has been 
significantly reduced by the use of email membership renewals and “E” 
Cuttings.  These expenses annually total some £9,000.   
 

The funding of restoration work – the main activity of our Society – is met 
from a variety of sources but principally depends on donations, the sale of 
used stamps and recycling (just over £1,000 this year) and general 
fundraising (£3,000 this year).  In addition, we have received £9,100 towards 
our Montgomery restoration; the greater part of this is Canal & River Trust 
contributions towards the costs of hiring machinery with the balance made up 
of individual donations.  Investment in the restoration of the Montgomery 
Canal has seen expenditure of nearly £12,000 – very different from last year 
and reflecting delays caused by the “newt problem” south of Pryces Bridge.  
Winter hedging costs were much less at around £1,300.   
 

These summary figures show that the year will result in a comfortable 
surplus – very welcome after the substantial excess of last year!  Well done 
and thank you to all who have made a contribution whether it was large or 
small. 
 

Ian Hendley 
Treasurer 

Money Matters 
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Chas Hardern Boats Ltd Chas Hardern Boats Ltd est 1972 

 

Family run 2 - 6 berth warm and comfortable narrowboats for hire.  All year 

cruising.  Short breaks generally available.  Dog friendly.  Excellent tuition.  

 

Services on site: diesel, gas, pump-out, gift shop. 

 

Also: Gas Safe engineer, 24hr breakdown service.  40 years experience with 

all engine and internal boat repairs. 

 

Members of IWA, BMF, APCO, FSB  Hireboat  handover external audit  

 

T: 01829 732595 E-mail: Chasboats@aol.com Web: www.chashardern.co.uk 

  

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Chas-Hardern-Boats/239576126090656?ref=ts&fref=ts
mailto:chasboats@aol.com
http://www.chashardern.co.uk
http://www.audlemmill.co.uk/
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3 - 6 April 2015 Easter Boat Gathering and Sea Shanty Festival at 
Ellesmere Port 

10 April 2015 Closing date for Canal Wonders photo competition 
(see page 24) 

9 May 2015 Montgomery Canal Triathlon (see page 38) 
21 - 25 May 2015 Lockwind at Cholmondeston Lock (see page 5) 
4 & 5 July 2015 Welsh Waterway Festival (see page 37) 
25 & 26 July 2015 Audlem Festival of Transport 
27 - 31 August 2015 Lockwind at Cholmondeston Lock (see page 5) 
5 & 6 September 2015 Whitchurch Gathering of Boats 

Dates for your Diary 

Work Party Dates 

Restoration: 
 7/8 March 2015 
 11/12 April 2015 
 2/3/4 May 2015 
 6/7 June 2015 
 4/5 July 2015 

 1/2 August 2015 
 5/6 September 2015 
 3/4 October 2015 
 7/8 November 2015 

 

David Carter October 2014 
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Copy Deadlines 

There are four issues of Cuttings per year, published in June, September, 
December and March.  The copy deadline is 1st of the previous month, i.e.   
1 May, 1 August, 1 November and 1 February.  COPY WILL NOT BE 
ACCEPTED AFTER THESE DATES. 

Cuttings Editors David and Chris Owen-Roberts 01270 567492 
 35 Woodnoth Drive, Shavington, Cheshire CW2 5BW 
 E-mail: sucuttings@btinternet.com 
 

The views expressed in Cuttings are not necessarily those of the Shropshire 
Union Canal Society. 

Contacting Cuttings 

Articles for Cuttings 

We are always pleased to receive contributions for Cuttings.  Text, photos 
etc. can be sent by post or by e-mail.  If you are ‘no good at the words’ 
simply send us the basis of your idea with all the relevant details and we will 
gladly put an article together for you. 

 

BOAT SAFETY CERTIFICATES 
 

competitive rates 
 

10% discount for SUCS members! 

ALL BORDER COUNTIES WATERWAYS COVERED 

NEAL DODD MABSE 
 
 

01686 630250 (evenings) 

BSS Authorised Examiner 
 

 

 

wharfhouse@yahoo.co.uk 

http://www.hackgreen.co.uk/
mailto:sucuttings@btinternet.com
mailto:wharfhouse@yahoo.co.uk
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Support your Society; raise awareness and raise funds! 

 

Society Sweatshirts - S, M, L, XL, XXL £16.00 + £3.00 p & p 
Society Polo Shirts - S, M, L, XL, XXL   £14.00 + £3.00 p & p 
Society Teeshirts -  S, M, L £10.00 + £3.00 p & p 
Society Cap £3.90 + £2.50 p & p 
Embroidered Badges £3.50 + £1.00 p & p 
Boat/Car Stickers £0.50 + SAE 

 

For any of the above contact: 
Ian Hendley, 28 Millfield Drive, Market Drayton, TF9 
1HS, telephone 01630 656525 or e-mail 
sucsmemsec@btinternet.com.  Cheques should be made payable to the 
Shropshire Union Canal Society.  Alternatively please email the Membership 
Secretary with your order and confirm an internet bank transfer to the Society 
(Shropshire Union Canal Society  
Sort Code 55-50-05 Account Number 01630962).  

The Society’s Merchandise 

Advertising in Cuttings 

The advertising rates are: 

 

Half page:  £75.00 for one year (four issues) 
Full page:  £125.00 for one year (four issues) 

 

There is a 10% discount for Commercial Members.  The advertising year 
starts with the Summer issue of Cuttings (copy date, 1 May) but adverts are 
accepted at other times of the year on a pro rata basis.  To find out more 
please contact Advertising Manager, Roger Beswick on 01244 332553, fax 
01244 330122 or e-mail haslemere@chester50.plus.com. 

Discounts from our Advertisers 

The following advertisers are offering discounts to members:  Boat Safety 
Examiner Neal Dodd, RCR and Alvechurch Boat Centres Wrenbury.  Church 
Minshull Aqueduct Marina are offering discounts in their café. 

Please Support our Advertisers 

Mention that you saw their advert in Cuttings. 
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I hereby apply for election as a member of the above Society and agree to 
abide by the rules of the Society.  I enclose my remittance for ………………..* 
being my subscription for the year ended 30 June 201… 
 
 
Signed  …………………………………………………..   Date  ………………….. 
PLEASE PRINT IN BLOCK CAPITALS 
 
 
Name  ………………………………………………… (Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms/Dr/Rev) 
 
 
Address  ……………………………………………………………………………… 
 
 
……………………………………………………………...Post Code  …………… 
 
 
Telephone  ……………………………  E-mail  …………………………………… 
Single, Joint, Family: £10  Juniors under 18: £5  Life Membership £200 
If you are applying for Junior Membership please state your age here ………. 
 

Membership Number (for renewals)  ……………………………………………… 
If you are a United Kingdom tax payer please sign the Gift Aid declaration 
below to enable the Society to reclaim the tax paid on your donations 
(including subscriptions). 
 

Name of Society: The Shropshire Union Canal Society 
I want the charity to treat all donations I have made over the last four years 
and all donations I make hereafter as Gift Aid donations. 
 
 
Signature  ……………………………………………………..  Date …………….. 
 If it is more convenient for you and helps the Society if you pay by Standing 
Order or direct transfer.  Please ask for the appropriate form or set it up with 
your bank using National Westminster Bank Sort Code 55-50-05, account 
number 01630962 and give your membership number as the identifying 
reference.  If you pay automatically PLEASE LET THE MEMBERSHIP 
SECRETARY KNOW.  Please send completed forms to: Ian Hendley, 
Membership Secretary, 28 Millfield Drive, Market Drayton, TF9 1HS. 
Telephone: 01630 656525  E-mail: sucsmemsec@btinternet.com 

Application for Membership or Membership Renewal of 

the Shropshire Union Canal Society 

 

mailto:sucsmemsec@btinternet.com
mailto:haslemere@chester50.plus.com
http://www.shropshireunion.org.uk/the-society/merchandise
mailto:sucsmemsec@btinternet.com
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http://www.alvechurch.com/

