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Editorial 

Trustees’ Report 

At the time of going to print the situation regarding the Great Crested Newts 
on the Montgomery Canal has not been finally resolved (Stop Press—see 
Late New(t)s P 12.).  C&RT and Natural England are still negotiating a 
timescale that is acceptable to both parties.  The Society trusts that an 
effective answer to this situation will be forthcoming in the near future so we 
can get 'back on track' with our restoration activities without impacting on the 
timing of the HLF grant application. 
 

C&RT are looking for volunteers to help with a visitor survey on the 
Montgomery Canal — would anyone interested please contact me if they can 
help in June.  This survey will be used to support the HLF grant. 
 

The Society will be represented at the Making Waves event in Welshpool on 
4

th
 and 5

th
 July.  The Montgomery Waterway Restoration Trust will be running 

a festival on the canal which will include steam and electric trail boats as well 
as a boat handling competition, decorated and illuminated boat processions 
and a plethora of other activities around Welshpool's town wharf. 
 

Welcome to the Summer 2015 issue of Cuttings.  Another issue that we hope 
is full of interest and inspiration whether you are an arm chair supporter or 
more hands on.  In this issue we feature four different volunteer groups, 
including the granting of a Great Crested Newt Licence for the SUCS group 
at work on the Montgomery Canal. 
 

There is news of past events such as the Cholmondeston Lock Open Days 
as well as events to come such as the Making Waves project on the 
Montgomery Canal and the Chirk Big Tea Party and the Whitchurch Boat 
Gathering. 

 

For those of you interested in history there is a charming account of a walk 
alongside the Llangollen Canal including a now non-existent train connection 
and the macabre but fascinating accounts of Non Accidental Deaths on the 
Shroppie. 

 

News of grants includes the HLF Grant to the Daniel Adamson and an update 
on the HLF Grant for the Montgomery Canal.  

 

In short, a packed edition that hopefully gives a good idea of everything that 
is happening along and for our special canals. 

 

David and Chris Owen-Roberts 
Editors of Cuttings 
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On the main line, the North Wales and Borders Enterprise Team have spent 
in the region of £2.7 million in enhancing their area of the canals.  
Woodseaves Cutting has seen the removal of 200 tonnes spoil from the 
towpath.  The listed Trevor Dry Dock on the Llangollen Canal has had 
funding secured for work and additional money has been raised for grouting 
and repointing.  A Trevor Basin Master Plan is being devised and is currently 
in the process of involving local businesses and councils with the view to 
future development.  There has also been a towpath upgrade at Ellesmere 
Port. 
 

After the success of the numerous volunteer groups working on different 
areas of the SUC system, C&RT are still keen to establish further working 
groups in those areas where there is little happening at the moment.  Should 
any of you be interested in starting a volunteer group, with particular 
reference to the southern end of the 'Shroppie', then C&RT would be 
interested in hearing from you.  Alternatively you could join in with Dek 
Owen’s group (see page 24). 
 

Whatever you might be doing in the next few months on the canal, whether 
walking, boating, fishing or busy maintaining or restoring, the Trustees hope 
you have a constructive and enjoyable time. 
 

Rich Hamp, Trustee 

The total collected from the scattered flock of yellow boxes in the last 
financial year was £1,339.  At first sight this is lower than the previous year's 
total, but several payments from the winter collecting round have been 
delayed so we're actually in much the same place, with nearly £200 in so far 
for the new financial year. 

 

The two boxes in Nantwich have been taken into safe hands, but is there 
anybody in or near Ellesmere who would be willing to take on half-a-dozen in 
and near to the town?  We could really do with another collector in that area - 
especially if you can find Whixall Marina! 

 

The job is not unduly taxing: most boxes only need checking and emptying 
twice a year and the system is (almost) foolproof.  So please consider 
whether a short tour round some local pubs and businesses is something you 
could commit to for the society, and contact Sarah Thursfield 
(milseam@btinternet.com, phone 01691 839286) if you'd like to ask about it).  

 

Thanks to the existing team of collectors for your continued support and 
commitment. 

Sarah Thursfield 

Collection Box Income 

mailto:milseam@btinternet.com
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Long-standing SUCS member Georgina Shepherd has a 
collection of Waterways World magazines for sale. The 
set is in binders, 12 copies in each, from 1974 to 1984 
(one or two issues missing). 
 

For sale for £50, for collection from Wheaton Aston.  If 
interested, please contact Georgina on 01785 840546. 

Waterways World for Sale 

Daniel Adamson Lottery Grant 

Heritage Lottery grant awarded to allow full restoration. 
 

The Daniel Adamson was built in 1903 as a steam-powered tug-tender for the 
Shropshire Union canal.  It carried passengers and towed barges between 
Ellesmere Port and Liverpool for the company until it was sold to the 
Manchester Ship Canal (MSC) after the First World War.  It was put on 
display last summer in Liverpool’s Albert Dock (see Cuttings, Autumn 2014  
p 13). 
 

Following a £3.8M grant from the Heritage Lottery Fund, the unique 
Edwardian boat will be restored to full working condition after which it is 
planned to return it to service in 2016 carrying passengers on the Mersey and 
Manchester Ship Canal. 
 

Whilst owned 
by the MSC 
she was 
refitted in 1936 
with art deco 
saloons and 
an elevated 
promenade 
deck and 
began a new 
role 
transporting 
guests, including General Dwight D Eisenhower, around the canal.  
Decommissioned in 1985, the boat languished in Ellesmere Port until she was 
saved from being scrapped in 2004 when a campaign began to return her to 
service on the North West’s famous waters.  Hopefully next year we will be 
able to see her restored to her former glory. 
 

For more information go to danieladamson.co.uk 
David Owen-Roberts 

Photo courtesy Daniel Adamson Preservation Society 

danieladamson.co.uk
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Do you have any information on carrying on 
the Shropshire Union system in the 1960s?  
Member Chris Manger believes that a record 
of commercial loads towards the end of the 
working boat era would make an interesting 
historical archive.  It would be interesting to 
know what the last commercial loads were out 
of Ellesmere Port and other wharves on the 
Shroppie system.  Chris would be delighted to 
hear from anyone with personal recollections 
or details of these last loads.  If you think you 
can help, please send any information to 
Cuttings and we will forward it on to Chris. 

Making Waves 

We mentioned the Making Waves events in the last issue of Cuttings and by 
now the programme should be well under way, culminating in the Festival on 
4

th
 & 5

th
 July. 

 

A number of events are being held during June, including walks and 
demonstrations.  See the website for more details - makingwaves2015.co.uk. 
 

The highlight of the program of 
events will be the Welsh 
Waterway Festival based in 
Welshpool at Town Wharf 
(opened by Prince Charles in 
1993); the lock was opened by 
Prince Charles in May 1974 
(see Cuttings Summer 2014  
p 12).  Many activities will be 
spread over the weekend of 4

th
 

& 5
th
 July including: Visiting 

boats – steam boats – electric 
boats – Shropshire Adventure 
Rowing Club – model boats – music – procession of decorated boats – 
demonstrations and activities – Wild Over Water activities for children. 

Carrying in the ‘60s 

A working pair in Chester 

file:///S:/files/Cuttings/10-Summer%202015/Ready/makingwaves2015.co.uk
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The ten week project to refurbish the aqueduct was scheduled to start at the 
end of March.  The project would involve the closure of the A534 Chester 
Road for some 8 to 10 weeks. 
 

The Canal & River Trust wanted to share its plans with residents so set up a 
stall in Nantwich Square so that local residents and businesses could 
comment and give their views.  After hearing local opinions a decision was 
made to postpone the work until September.  C&RT project manager Marc 
Evans said “This work needs to be carried out, but we are mindful of the 
disruption the road closure will cause.  Restoring the aqueduct in September 
will be less disruptive and it also gives an opportunity to seek extra funding for 
some additional work”. 
 

Councillor David Topping added “Both Cheshire East Council and C&RT have 
responded immediately to concerns raised by local traders and the Council 
has subsequently brokered discussions between the key parties to seek a 
swift solution.”  As a result an Aqueduct Project Group, led by businesses at 
Nantwich Marina, has been set up to support this important piece of work. 
 

The project is now planned to start in September with the alternative route 
from the Town towards the west marked out by a number of signs.  The 
Chester Road, leading into Welsh Row at the aqueduct, was the traditional 

Nantwich Aqueduct 

The C&RT consultation stand in Nantwich town centre 
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I recently received a text from a Lancashire farmer, Donald Deering, who had 
found my contact details by googling “SUC”.  It transpired that he had found a 
horse brass inscribed “Middlewich Branch SUC” while ploughing one of his 
fields in the late ‘80s.  His conclusion was that it may have fallen off a plough 
horse sometime between the wars when that field was last horse ploughed. 
 

Although puzzled as to who or what ‘SUC’ was he consulted Google and all 
became clear.  He did ask if it might be worth anything but as it didn’t have 
any value to him he would rather see it returned to somewhere where it 
would be appreciated.  I suggested that it would have little monetary value, 
but would be of interest to people associated with the Society.  He was happy 
to send it to us, and specifically requested that it went to someone who would 
particularly appreciate it or for a special occasion such as a birthday etc. 
 

 

entrance to the town from the west, but the opening of the Nantwich bypass 
means much less traffic needs to use this route.  The road closure is 
necessary as a major part of the work will involve grit-blasting the structure 
above the road.  The canal will remain open to boats, but pedestrians will be 
diverted from the towpath around the aqueduct. 

Horse Brass 

Nantwich Aqueduct 
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It was immediately obvious who the 
recipient should be and I suggested 
Pat Wilson would be pleased to 
add it to her collection of Society 
memorabilia and to mark her 
retirement from Office. 
 

Does anyone have, or has anyone 
seen, a similar one?  It could have 
been made for the Society or just 
be a generic draught horse item 
that someone has stamped 
themselves.  It has now been 
passed on to Pat who commented, 
”I am delighted to receive this horse 
brass.  I have certainly never seen 
one like it before.” 

David Owen-Roberts 

 

Just before going to press we 
discovered that this horse brass is 
available to buy new! 

Audlem Wharf, Shropshire Street, Audlem, Crewe CW3 0DX 01270 812379  
 For menus, events and much more visit:    www.shroppiefly.com 

The Shroppie Fly has undergone a large refurbishment recently and the 
outcome is truly fantastic.  We have created a pub that is full of character 
with a warm welcome to all. 
Check our website for details of special offers and live music events.  
Whether you want a drink by the canal or a place to eat the Shroppie Fly is 
a great place to stop.  Ample parking and nearby visitor moorings make it 
an ideal destination whether you come by boat or car.  Check our website, 
search ’shroppie’ on Facebook or give us a call to see what is going on. 

http://www.shroppiefly.com


 

 Page 11 Cuttings Summer 2015 

 

Left:  Pat Wilson and Richard Parry 
with SUMBA volunteers Andy 
Baddeley ,Roger Hill and Sue & 
Graham Russell. 
(Picture: Geoff Harris) 

Cholmondeston Lock Open Days 

Another of Canal & River Trust’s Open Days was held at Cholmondeston 
Lock on the Middlewich branch over the weekend of 21st & 22nd February.  
This was always going to be a popular event and SUMBA members did a 
sterling job preparing for visitors beforehand and sorting out car-parking 
arrangements. 
 

Pat Wilson was on hand representing the Society and writes:  The weather 
was absolutely dreadful, with cold, wind, rain and hail!  We had some pictures 
of SUCS volunteer work on display but the members of the public, about 250 
over the two days, were not inclined to stand around and face the weather.  
Instead they were keen to go down into the lock – at 11’ 3” (3.4m) the 
deepest on the Shropshire Union system – and then either head for the café 
for a hot drink or go home.  Wendy Capelle from C&RT organised the event 
and was ably assisted by local volunteers from SUMBA and the IWA to man 
the site.  Richard Parry, who seems to find time to turn up to nearly every 
event on the canals, visited on the Sunday and thanked everyone for their 
assistance and braving the weather. 
 

Built of brick and local red sandstone, the lock is still largely as originally 
constructed over 200 years ago.  It is one of the busiest locks on the British 
canal system, with 8,424 cycles recorded in 2014 and lengthy queues are 
common during the busier periods.  It is the regular site of Bank Holiday fund-
raising lockwinds organised by the Society. 

Right:  The drained lock 
(Picture: Graham Russell) 
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Baby Elizabeth is certainly a boat 
child.  Born in April to David Ray 
and his partner Sarah she has lived 
on board David's boat Ant since 
returning from the hospital and will 
get her first taste of back-cabin life 
when the couple take their working 
boat, Ibex, to the Historic 
Narrowboat Rally at Braunston in 
late June. 

 

Hardly surprising really, as David is 
a dedicated boater who was also 
introduced to narrow-boating at a 
very early age.  He is not only 
something of an expert on historic 
narrowboats but his day to day life is spent surrounded by all types of boats 
as Manager of Norbury Wharf Ltd on the Shropshire Union Canal. 

A Modern Boat Baby 

David Ray and Sarah with their baby 
Elizabeth aboard Ibex (picture supplied by 
Norbury Wharf). 

We have just heard that the Great Crested Newt license has been officially 
approved by Natural England.  The news came through at 11:27 am on 
Friday 1st May, as the Montgomery work party members were about to set off 
for their monthly project, not knowing if they would actually be able to do 
anything.  This much delayed and long-awaited license means that work can 
now proceed on the next stage of the Montgomery Canal restoration. 

Late New(t)s 
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Is it Really Giving? 

Well yes, but who is the giver?  If you study the SUCS website, you’ll know 
about ‘Everyclick’.  If you do all your Internet searches through this, SUCS 
(assuming that you’ve nominated us as recipient) gets a little donation.  If 
you’ve been there and done this you will have probably realised that an 
astronomically huge number of clicks are needed to make a significant 
contribution to the restoration of the Montgomery Canal!  Nonetheless, it’s 
worth doing and the more of us that do it, the more our society will benefit… 
 

BUT have you persevered a little further and discovered ‘Give as You Live’?  
See ‘Shop for Us’ under ‘Fundraising’.  If you make a purchase on-line 
through any one of a great many stores and suppliers, SUCS can reap a 
significant benefit.  If you sign up (free), not only can you make your purchase 
from Amazon, John Lewis, get your remarkably cheap advance rail tickets 
etc… or buy whatever you need from a whole host of suppliers, but at no 
extra cost to yourself, you can set up a sometimes surprisingly generous 
donation from the supplier to our society/charity!  What’s more, you can view 
a selection of (anonymous) recent purchases and the amounts consequently 
received by SUCS. 

 

The latest on-line summary lists several hundred £s… but if all our 
membership exploited this opportunity, the Society could reap a really 
significant harvest! 
 

As an individual this costs you nothing beyond a tiny amount of extra time on 
the computer.  The price you pay is just the same as the price you would pay 
in any case.  The supplier contributes to our Society.  No doubt the price is so 
adjusted that the supplier can afford the gift… so everyone who buys is 
actually contributing even though they may have never heard of the 
Shropshire Union Canal Society! 
 

Yes, it really is giving!  Our culture is set up to support charities like SUCS, 
but it is up to us as members to 
ensure that the giving goes to our 
chosen cause.  We are just a part of 
the giving process, but a vital and 
indispensable link in the process.  
Here is a way that all of us members 
can make a worthwhile contribution to 
Society funds with no extra individual 
cost beyond a few extra moments on 
the computer.  Let’s reap the ready 
harvest! 
 

John Bannister 
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IWA North West Region held its 2015 social event and Region Awards 
Ceremony on 25 April at Eldonian Village on the Leeds & Liverpool Canal. 
 

At the event Alan Platt, IWA North West Region Chairman, presented the 
Tetlow Trophy to the Small Tasks Team Volunteers group, commenting that 
the STTV have built up a dedicated team over the last couple of years that 
has done wonderful improvement works across the North West Region.  Mike 
Haig, Vice Chairman of Shrewsbury District & North Wales Branch, also 
presented a donation, expressing the branch’s thanks for all the hard work 
done by STTV. 

IWA Regional Awards 

IWA North West Region awards - (left to right) Mike Haig (IWA Shrewsbury & North 
Wales Branch), Alan Platt (IWA North West Region Chairman), Maurice Ward and 
Paul Mills (STTV). 

Lockwinds 2015 

The May Bank Holiday has been and gone and many thanks to everyone who 
helped out.  Our next one, at Cholmondeston Lock as usual, will be held over 
the August Bank Holiday weekend on the 27th to 31st.  If you have any items 
suitable for the stall please let Pat or myself know so we can arrange 
collection, or bring them along.  All offers of help over the weekend will be 
greatly appreciated – ample cups of tea will be provided!   Anne Lindop 
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We all extend a warm welcome to: 
 

Mr and Mrs Platt of Wrington, Somerset 
Mr and Mrs Jefferson of Dunham Massey, Cheshire 
Mr and Mrs Rathbone of Nantwich 
Mr and Mrs Moulding of Berriew, Welshpool 
 

Shropshire Union Canal Society Gift Aid is a way of giving extra money to the 
Society at no extra cost to you, provided you pay Income Tax and/or Capital 
Gains Tax.  I thought it might be useful to explain just what Gift Aid is all about 
– particularly as, this year, I hope to encourage those members who can and 
who have not yet made a declaration to do so. 
 

You must pay an amount of income tax [or capital gains tax] equal to the tax 
we reclaim on your donations [currently 28p for every £1 you give].  If you 
make a donation of £10, the society can reclaim £2.80, and you must have 
paid that amount of tax.  For a couple, if one partner does not pay tax but the 
other does, then the taxpayer should sign the declaration and make the 
payments to the society.   
 

You need to complete a Gift Aid Declaration and send it to the Membership 
Secretary; from then on all you do is pay your subscription. You can of course 
make extra donations at any time if you feel the urge, want to contribute 
towards a specific project, celebrate a lottery win, etc. I can then claim tax 
refunds each year on your total contribution to the Society. If at any time you 
cease to pay sufficient tax, or wish to cancel the Gift Aid Declaration for any 
other reason, please let me know. 
 

If you do not think that you have made a Gift Aid declaration, please contact 
me and I will email or send you the form. 

 

If you know of anybody who would like to join us, please point them at our 
website which contains a downloadable membership application.  
Alternatively, contact me and I will send you a small pack of membership 
applications and publicity leaflets. 
 

You can contact me about these or any other membership matter at:  
28, Millfield Drive, Market Drayton TF9 1HS, telephone 01630 656525 or by 
email to sucsmemsec@btinternet.com. 

 

Ian Hendley 
Membership Secretary 

Membership News 

mailto:sucsmemsec@btinternet.com
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Independent Small Tasks Team 
Volunteers 

The Small Tasks Team Volunteers have been busy with agreed projects  
during the first quarter of 2015.  Projects are first suggested, either by the 
STTV and/or by C&RT, then evaluated and, if agreed, scheduled into the 
work programme.  The STTV usually meets on the third Thursday of each 
month and works on sites over the whole of the North Wales and Borders 
Waterways area.  In recent months the STTV has been working on projects 
at Barbridge, Hurleston and Nantwich.  Usually the works go according to 
plan but sometimes there are problems.  In January the weather intervened, 
necessitating a further work party and in March unexpected infrastructure 
was 
uncovered. 
 

In January and 
February the 
STTV work 
party 
convened at 
Barbridge 
where further 
work took 
place to 
provide some 
steps, improve 
fencing and place additional mooring bollards for the water point. 
 

On Thursday 25 March the STTV undertook two projects at Nantwich.  The 
first task was at the Nantwich Services area on the Shropshire Union main 
line where C&RT had requested the construction of a waste bin compound.  
A base 11.5m by 5m was excavated, shuttered and after emplacing 
reinforcing mesh it was filled with 9m

3
 of ready-mixed concrete.  The 

excavation revealed an unknown buried access to an inspection chamber for 
a culvert beneath the site.  This was excluded from the base and during the 
second phase of the task, the erection of the surrounding fence, the area will 
be covered with compacted sand and block paved to permit access if 
required in the future.  In addition further work was done on the adjacent 
Sanitary Station, where, inter alia, all internal and external doors were treated 
with wood stain and the integral C&RT welfare room redecorated. 
 

The second task was also at Nantwich on the nearby embankment.  Previous 
boaters on the long term moorings had put down a variety of flags and 
staging alongside their boats.  These had deteriorated over the years and 

Work at Barbridge in January to build new steps 
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looked very unattractive and posed trip hazards.  All this detritus was 
removed, top soil laid and the area re-seeded.  Improvements were also 
made to the signage with new totem posts and signs, and broken or missing 
mooring rings replaced. 

If you would like any further information on STTV or would like to participate 
on any of our work parties then please contact Paul Mills on 0151-336-
1049/07947-887909 or Maurice Ward on 01942-260459/07791-350207.  
Please note that the STTV is an independent group and not affiliated to, or 
part of, any other organisation. 

Preparing the site and pouring concrete 

The moorings site on Nantwich embankment before (left) and after improvements 
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SUMBA (Shropshire Union Middlewich Branch Adopters), as its name 
suggests, concentrates its efforts on improving and maintaining the section of 
the Middlewich Branch between Barbridge and Church Minshull.  In addition 
the group has been actively seeking funding to support initiatives such as its 
Towpath Gardens project and the construction and provision of additional 
picnic tables, benches and barbecue stands.  The group is fully encouraged 
and supported by C&RT. 
 

In February SUMBA was asked to support the C&RT Open Day at 
Cholmondeston Lock and has also been learning and undertaking 
hedgelaying in the vicinity.  A concerted effort has improved the 
Cholmondeston Lock surrounds in recent weeks as well as tidied and 
refurbished much of the Sykes Hollow Picnic Area.  Offside vegetation has 
been trimmed back too and the group are also working in conjunction with the 
Church Minshull Parish Council to initiate a circular walk from the village to 
the canal. 
 

The work party on 25 April was at the visitor moorings overlooking Church 
Minshull.  The team successfully completed a work party which will have 
benefits for all users of the canal and towpath at this popular location 
overlooking the village.  The facilities that have been provided will add to the 
attraction of the proposed circular walk to and from the village. 

 

SUMBA News 

SUMBA Volunteers at the March Work Party 
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Three barbecue stands, constructed by Grange Lady Forge near Northwich,  
were installed and a concrete base was laid for a bench facing towards the 
village.  The bench will be fixed in place towards the end of May; it is 
currently being made by the students at Reasheath College's Construction 
Department as part of their curriculum. 
 

This was SUMBA's first experience with the complexity of building concrete 
bases and erecting 
infrastructure.  Thanks must go 
to our colleagues at C&RT for 
their assistance prior to and 
throughout the project.  With our 
volunteers' massive energy and 
hidden skills a very high 
standard of work was achieved. 
 

SUMBA meet once or twice a 
month, usually at weekends, for 
litter picks and work parties.  
For more information contact 
Graham Russell at 
sumbacanal@gmail.com  One of the new barbecue stands 

http://www.overwatermarina.co.uk/
mailto:sumbacanal@gmail.com
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Death and the Shroppie Part 3 

This short series of articles considers a neglected aspect of the canal 
community in the 19th and early 20th century.  It examines a selection of 
deaths on the Shropshire Union Canal and its predecessors based mainly on 
newspaper reports and mentions in the company minutes.  The process used 
was inevitably selective: only those newspapers reproduced on-line in the 
British Newspaper Archive plus The Times were consulted, and until the 
passing of the Workmen’s Compensation Acts 1897 and 1906 the company 
minutes did not record most deaths to employees.  Furthermore, for the most 
common types of incidents only a few examples have been cited, whereas 
unusual incidents are given in more detail. 
 

Death and the Shropshire Union Canal Part 3: Non-accidental death 
Suicide 
Drowning was seen as a way out of despair or, more commonly, unremitting 
intense pain.  Examples included Thomas Bentley, a Chester publican who 
had for some time been suffering from depression (1840); Emma Sadler a 
young woman living at Burland near Nantwich, whose sister had committed 
suicide two years earlier (1890); and Agnes Davies of Chirk, aged 16, who 
had just received a county court summons for the payment of money owing 
on a sewing machine (1899). 

 

On 8 February 1895 a body was found under the ice at Moreton near 
Oswestry.  First it was assumed he had drowned, then a bullet wound was 
found in his head so murder was suspected.  From the absence of 
discolouration of the skin or singeing of the hair, surgeons who examined him 
thought it could not be suicide as the shot must have been fired from some 
distance from the head.  But who was he?  He was about 25 years old, was 
wearing a blue serge suit and had the appearance of a respectable working 
man.  A photograph of his face was circulated to neighbouring police forces; 
the body was put in a glass-topped coffin and kept at St Martin’s church.  
Eventually Annie Tomlinson of Chester identified him as her brother John.  
On 19 January she had noticed a revolver in his coat pocket; she had not 
seen him since he left the house two days later.  He was out of work, having 
previously worked for the GWR as an engine cleaner.  When the canal near 
where the body was found was dredged a revolver was found eight yards 
away.  Four of its chambers were loaded and two empty; the cartridges 
corresponded with the bullet found in the man’s brain.  Although suicide now 
seemed most likely, the surgeons’ evidence meant some doubt remained.  

 

Sometimes suicide was evidently not premeditated.  A dramatic example of 
this happened in 1838 at Old Park on the Shropshire Canal where a man and 
his wife were both drowned.  They had a quarrel, and the woman left home 
saying she was going to a neighbour’s.  The husband followed her.  She was 
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heard to say that if he persisted in following her, she would jump into the 
canal.  She then carried out her threat — and he immediately did the same. 

 

Just occasionally there was evidence of suicide but it was a hoax, as in 1820 
when a deserter named Fleet left his cap and coat on the bank of the canal at 
Nantwich.  We are told that ‘in the pocket were found some amatory epistles 
from certain tender-hearted damsels’ in Chester.  The canal was searched — 
naturally without success — but the run-away was later arrested. 
 

Infanticide 
Canals are good places to hide corpses.  They usually first sink, and when 
they reappear a week or two later it may be several hundred yards from 
where they were put into the water.  This delay in finding a body was quite 
usual: after a period depending on the age and size of the victim, the gases 
created by the contents of the stomach decaying would cause the body to 
rise to the surface of the water. 

 

By far the most common type of murder was of a newborn child or very 
young baby.  Usually nothing more was known.  For example, in 1830 a new-
born male child was found in one of the locks on the Dee Arm at Chester.  
The surgeon who examined the body said that because it had been in the 
water some time it was putrid, and though there was no doubt that it had 
been thrown into the water immediately after the birth, he could not tell 
whether it had been born alive or not.  Again, this was common: a couple of 
weeks in the water meant that it was often difficult to be sure about the cause 
of death. 

 

A baby boy five or six months old was found in the canal at Little Mollington, 
just north of Chester in 1840.  It had been tied in what looked like a pillow 
case, with just its head out, weighted with six stones.  The surgeon said there 
were no marks of violence on the body, but decomposition had gone too far 
for him to tell whether it had died a natural death before being put in the 
water or whether it had drowned. 

 

At almost exactly the same location in 1900 a naked body of a new-born child 
was found floating with dressmakers’ tape wound tightly round the neck.  

 

Elizabeth Price attempted to kill herself and her five-month-old son Thomas 
in the canal at Welshpool in 1864.  She was rescued unconscious by a 
boatman but the infant died.  She told the inquest that her mother had thrown 
them out of the house two days earlier and that she had been driven into a 
state of distraction for want of food. 

 

At Shrewsbury in 1868 a boatman fished up from the bottom of the canal a 
basket, the mouth of which had been carefully sewn up with twine.  Thinking 
it contained ‘a dead cat or summat’, he left it on the towpath and went for his 
breakfast.  A workman passing a little later saw the basket, opened it and 
found the body of a three-month-old child.  The surgeon told 
the inquest that it had been thrown alive into the water.  
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The Overwater Wheelyboat Project aimed to buy a specially-built boat with 
wheelchair, walking frame and walking stick access for disabled people.  The 
boat will be moored at Overwater Marina, between Nantwich and Audlem.  

 

Overwater Marina has also hosted a similar charity boat service, the Audlem 
Lass for the last four years.  This has proved a big success, providing a 
weekend taxi service from the marina into the picturesque village of Audlem 

Overwater Wheelyboat Project 

More is known about the circumstances of the death of baby Jane Davies on 
10 March 1855.  Margaret Davies gave birth to a girl in Corwen Workhouse 
but when she returned to her mother’s house at Llansainffraid Glyn Ceiriog in 
snowy weather on Saturday 10 March she did not have the child with her, 
claiming it had died at Corwen and was buried in the churchyard there.  The 
investigating police officer did not believe her story and arrested her.  Later 
Margaret said she had walked from Corwen to Llangollen and then on to 
Froncysyllte, where she went down to the canal, crossed the bridge and 
followed the towpath hoping to get a lift on a boat to Newmarton Locks.  The 
child had wet itself, and just short of  the tunnel she went up the bank over a 
stile intending to change its clothes.  However, she then turned back, thinking 
that somebody had called her name, went to the mouth of the tunnel.  There 
she took the shawl off the child, and holding it by its feet bathed it with its 
head in the water — showing the Constable the manner of her doing so, 
swinging herself backwards and forwards.  Then she said, ‘I pushed it in the 
water and ran off to the Glyn.’  At the trial, the constable to whom she had 
confessed added some dramatic details to what he had told the inquest.  He 
related that Margaret Davies had told him that when sitting on a wall by the 
canal she felt some evil influence — the Devil, she averred — seized her and 
called her by her name.  She took the child ‘by its little feet’, put it in the canal 
and left it.  After that she kept hearing a voice telling her to return and take it 
out, but thought it would be no use.  She then wandered about in great 
misery.  John Jones, a Llangollen surgeon, carried out the post mortem 
examination.  The body had no marks of violence.  He had told the inquest 
that the cause of death was drowning, but in the trial he said he could not tell 
whether it was drowning or suffocation.  Margaret had pleaded ‘not guilty’; the 
jury found her guilty but strongly recommended mercy.  The judge, Lord Chief 
Justice Jarvis, put on the black cap and sentenced her to be hanged, but said 
he would convey the recommendations of the jury.  Her sentence was 
commuted to transportation for life but the following year, whilst in Millbank 
Prison, London, she died of tuberculosis.  The matron said she had been in 
the infirmary since her reception, and the surgeon attested that during her 
illness she had been supplied with everything she asked for — she would 
have died even if she had not been in prison. 

on page 40 
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Chirk Big Tea Party 

On 28
th
 June, the Big Tea Party is being held at 

Chirk Bank on the Llangollen Canal.  The event 
is being held in aid of the Severn Hospice and 
the Midland Air Ambulance, and all are 
welcome. 
 

One of the organisers, Sue Barnett, says, “If you 
are cruising or walking near Chirk Bank on the 
Llangollen Canal at the end of June, we would 
love to see you at the Big Tea Party on Sunday, 
28

th
 June.  This annual event, in aid of the 

Severn Hospice and the Midland Air Ambulance, 
takes place at the Old Post Office and canalside 
at Chirk Bank.  There's refreshments, stalls, 
games, and live jazz played by the amazing 
"Jazz Syndicate".  Come and relax, enjoy the 
atmosphere and music, and spend a little 
money, all in a good cause! 
 

Also available all season from the Old Post 
Office is our fun quiz, "Name That Shop", also in 
aid of Severn Hospice.  Solve 50 cryptic clues to 
find well known High Street retailers.  Only £1 
per copy with a chance to win a £10 voucher.  
Closing date is 30

th
 October, so plenty of time to 

ponder those answers.  Quizzes will also be 
sold from our boat, nb Stepaside, so if you see 
us on the Cut, stop us and buy one!" 

for the cost of a donation to the RNLI. 

 

The MK III Wheelyboat, which is a specially designed 5.3m aluminium boat 
with a drop-down bow door for roll-on, roll–off boarding, started work in May 
this year.  It is crewed by the volunteer skippers who currently operate the 
Audlem Lass, which carries 4,000 passengers every year.  

 

The Wheelyboat Trust, a charity dedicated to providing opportunities to 
mobility impaired people, has already supplied 164 similar wheelyboats in the 
UK.  The Overwater Wheelyboat Project Fundraising Appeal is looking for 
donations and support.  All contributions are welcome. 

 

For more information, visit www.overwaterwheelyboat.co.uk or contact 
Rodney Cottrell at rodney@kynsal.co.uk or on 01270 811454 for further 
details. 

http://www.overwaterwheelyboat.co.uk
mailto:rodney@kynsal.co.uk
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Audlem lock keeper Dek Owen is bringing more volunteer work to the 
Shropshire Union as leader of the Towpath Task Force based at Audlem.  
Dek, who works as an engineer for Network Rail, has been involved with 
volunteer activities with C&RT for a number of years now, and has been 
responsible for an impressive list of improvements.  He was the first C&RT 
volunteer lock keeper at Audlem back in 2010 and has since been very active 
around the area organising volunteers, many of whom also come from 
Network Rail.  As well as painting anything that doesn’t move, and several 
items that do, his teams have also carried out repairs and refurbishments to 
heritage buildings, planting bulbs and generally tidying up the towpaths. 
 

Whilst SUMBA concentrate on the Middlewich Branch and the STTV work all 
over the NW & Borders region, Dek and his team work mostly around Audlem 
and as far south as Autherley Junction at the southern end of the Shroppie.  
Works planned for May include work on the Audlem flight and improvements 
around Autherley Junction lock. 
 

Can you help?  On Thursday evenings of the 18
th
 and the 25

th
 of June 2015 

the Task Force will be holding a work party at Wheaton Aston to paint and 
improve the environment around the lock, the services and the lock gates.  
This is a rare opportunity to return Wheaton Aston Lock to its former glory 
and in keeping with its beautiful surroundings. 
 

Dek is keen to recruit more volunteers so if you are interested, please let him 
know if you can attend.  Refreshments and snacks will be supplied and you 
will just need to bring suitable outdoor clothing.  Meeting point and parking is 
at the Wharf, Long Street, Wheaton Aston, ST19 9NF at 17:30 (for an 18:00 
start) on both dates.  You can contact Dek on 07771 831340 or email 
Dek.Owen@networkrail.co.uk 

 

Dek will also be leading Wednesday evening work parties throughout the 
summer to which all are welcome; come along, it is a social event as much as 
anything and nothing will be too strenuous.  Most start from the Shroppie Fly 
at 17:30; painting figures highly so wear appropriate clothing!  Refreshments 
provided. 
 

The background and more details of 
the Audlem Towpath Task Force can 
be found on the Audlem Online 
website at http://www.audlem.org/
newsroom/audlem-towpath-task-
force-work.html  

Another Volunteer Task Force 

C&RT volunteer Lock Keeper at Audlem, 
Dek Owen 

mailto:Dek.Owen@networkrail.co.uk
http://www.audlem.org/newsroom/audlem-towpath-task-force-work.html
http://www.audlem.org/newsroom/audlem-towpath-task-force-work.html
http://www.audlem.org/newsroom/audlem-towpath-task-force-work.html
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Stamps Coins & Post Cards 

Pat Wilson 

Funds raised for the Society in the past financial year from the sale of used 
stamps, first day covers, presentation packs, post cards (used and unused), 
coins, PG Tips and cigarette cards totalled a wonderful £1,210.  Many thanks 
to everyone who contributed and who I hope will continue to do so.  

 

Special thanks this time to: 

Anon x 2 
P Bradley and Friends 
D Brown 
G Buxbaum 
R & J Cox 
N A Dodd 
M Dowling 
L & L Fowler 
M & J Friend 
J Harding 
J Heath (Australia) 
B Hinchliffe 

T Hessellgrove and 
Friends 
A Jeffery 
P James 
S Lalieu (C&RT) 
A Lindop 
M & D Lee 
M A Long (USA) 
C Magner 
P McLaughlin 
P & I Mills 
H Newhall 

T & C O’Brien 
D & C Owen-Roberts 
B & M Peters 
The Price Family 
T & D Pugh 
A Purrell 
S Thursfield 
J Webber 
 

NB Plover 
Cheshire WI 

 

RICHARD POTTER LTD 
 

Supplier of Quality Hardwoods, Softwoods and Sheet Materials to 

many Narrowboat Owners 

 

We always have large stocks of veneered and marine plywood together 

with extensive stocks of other sheets, hardwoods, etc. 

We offer a full cutting to size and machining service. 

Local delivery service. 

 

Millstone Lane, Nantwich, Cheshire CW5 5PN 

Telephone 01270 625791 Fax 01270 610483 

 

Monday - Friday 8:00 am to 5:00 pm 

Saturday 8:30 am to 4:30 pm 

Sunday (stock and shop sales only) 10:00 am to 1:00 pm  

 

Website address www.fortimber.demon.co.uk 

E-mail richardpotter@fortimber.demon.co.uk 

http://www.fortimber.demon.co.uk
mailto:richardpotter@fortimber.demon.co.uk
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Cheshire Cat Narrowboat Holidays 
 
Hire one of our comfortable, 2 - 8 berth narrowboats 
to explore the beautiful canals of Cheshire, 
Shropshire and North Wales.  Take the trip of a 
lifetime over the world-famous Pontcysyllte Aqueduct, 
visit historic Chester, the Anderton Boat Lift or cruise 
around the Four Counties or Cheshire Rings. 
Based at Overwater Marina, just north of Audlem. 
 

Full tuition given, pets welcome at no extra charge. 
 

www.cheshirecatnarrowboats.co.uk 
Call 07867 790195 for more details. 
 

Cheshire Cat Training 
Narrowboat Handling courses to suit all abilities.  Half
-day basic boat handling, RYA Inland Waterways 
Helmsman and Inland Waterways Crew certificates, 
two day Life Afloat courses. 
 

Phone 07867 790195 for details of our next course. 
 
www.cheshirecattraining.co.uk 

M & L Canal Services 
 

 Boat Safety Scheme Examinations and remedial work 

 Breakdown and Call-out service 

 Engine Servicing and repairs 

 Plumbing and Electrical work 

 LPG gas installations, testing and repairs  

 Gas Safe registered 
 
Call Mark on 07970 384047 

http://www.cheshirecatnarrowboats.co.uk
http://www.cheshirecattraining.co.uk
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At Barbridge Junction near the water point is a small building (currently the 
equipment and materials store for the Small Tasks Team Volunteers).  This 
is all that remains of more extensive buildings that used to span the canal.  
The site was a gauging station for levying tolls - the gauging point was at the 
narrows that still exist there.  The buildings housed transhipment 
warehouses and can be 
seen in the photograph 
taken in 1957, the year 
before the buildings were 
demolished.  The long low 
building on the off-side of 
the canal parallel to the 
narrows was for at least 
the end of its working 
career a Boaters’ Mission 
Church – it is now used by 
C&RT for storage. 
M D Ward (STTV) 

A Little Bit of Local History 

http://www.swanleybridgemarina.com/
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Above Whixall Moss 

0871 200 8021 

http://www.rivercanalrescue.co.uk/
http://www.canalcontracting.co.uk/
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Whilst walking the towpaths is a popular pastime these days, they were less 
used in the past so a canalside walk was worthy of a mention.  This delightful 
story from 1951 suggests a different time when the canals were working 
waterways and their leisure use was less common. We would not recommend 
following the bus and train details though!  With thanks to John Myers for his 
permission to reproduce this article, originally published in the Shropshire 
Magazine. 
 

Above Whixall Moss - haunt of rare marsh plants 
by LILIAN HAYWARD 
 

I now turned north and west, alongside what is known as the Ellesmere 
Canal, though still a part of the Shropshire Union Canal, which eventually 
took me into very beautiful Denbighshire scenery. 
 

This canal begins a few miles beyond Llangollen, taking water from the River 
Dee, and, passing near Ruabon, Chirk, Ellesmere, and Whitchurch, joins the 
main line canal at Hurleston, not far from Nantwich.  From Nantwich, the 
course of the main canal is northwards to Chester and Ellesmere Port, near 
Birkenhead, and southwards by Market Drayton and Norbury Junction to 
Wolverhampton and Birmingham, with connections to the Staffordshire and 
Worcestershire, the Grand Trunk, and other canals. 
 

There is very little traffic upon the Shrewsbury and Ellesmere canals but there 
is a considerable amount on the main line canal.  Telford was responsible for 
practically the whole of the Shropshire Union Canals.  His construction of the 
Ellesmere Canal. with its embankments. tunnels and aqueducts, between 
1793 and about 1805, was one of his greatest works. 
 

To reach Whitchurch from Shrewsbury there is the choice of train or Midland 
'Bus.  The 'bus is slightly more convenient as regards time service; also its 
terminus in Whitchurch is much nearer the canal than the railway station.  
But, as the return journey must be, at least partly, by train, it is more 
economical to travel both ways by train, with a day ticket return, Shrewsbury 
to Whitchurch, and at the end of the walk with a single from Bettisfleld to 
Whitchurch. 
 

The walk from Whitchurch to Bettisfield is about ten miles.  The distance can 
be shortened by taking the train on from Whitchurch to Fenn's Bank station.  
Starting from there, you will have the best part of the walk.  Fenn's Bank and 
Bettisfield stations are both on the Whitchurch-Oswestry line, on which there 
is a fairly good service. 
 

My kind comrade could not accompany me on this walk and I missed her 
company, as well as her botanical knowledge.  From 
Whitchurch I started along the short canal branch - 

Above Whixall Moss 
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about a mile - to its junction with the Ellesmere Canal.  North-east, the 
Ellesmere Canal passes through flattish country to join the main line canal 
some sixteen miles away.  My own way was in the opposite direction, south-
west; first through well-timbered meadow-land, the canal twisting about, 
under humped-back bridges, until near Fenn’s Bank station. 
 

Here I came into what is known as Part of Flint, of which a great wedge 
inserts itself into our county.  Not until after Bettisfield does the canal come 
back into Shropshire.  The tow path is on the right, or north-west bank of the 
canal.  The Ellesmere Canal is wider than the Shrewsbury Canal. 
 

Near Fenn's Bank l was delighted to come upon my first barge - the Pollux - 
belonging to British Railways, which now own the canals.  The Pollux is one 
of the craft kept in use to keep the canal clear and to repair the banks, and 
was loaded with clay for this purpose.  Although the canal is now little used 
its water, coming from the Dee among other sources, helps to feed the main 
line canal.  Though rather dull in appearance, the barge being painted black, 
the tiller etc were gay with blue and yellow. 
 

There was a cabin on board, where the crew of two slept and cooked their 
meals, returning to their homes at the weekend.  The horse which draws the 
Pollux was grazing peacefully beside the towpath. 
 

I was now walking beside a pretty, river-like stretch of water.  By this time the 
water plants had nearly finished, although a few blooms of monkey-plant and 
gypsywort were still to be seen.  The "snowballs" of the wild guelder rose 
were already replaced by clusters of red and yellow berries.  Swifts and 
swallows were scudding over the water, and I was thrilled to see at least four 
sedge warblers - gay little birds, whose reddish-brown backs were brilliant in 
the sunshine. 
 

At "Brick Walls" I passed one of the picturesque wooden drawbridges, and 
beneath several stone ones.  From the crown of one of these I had a fine 
view of the Berwyns ahead, while the Breidden summits appeared rather 
unexpectedly, away on the left.  From Platt Lane, about half-way between 
Fenn's Bank and Bettisfield, the canal skirts Whixall Moss, the haunt of the 
rare marsh plants.  Just here, the canal is constructed upon the top of a high 
embankment.  From the tow path I looked down upon a number of rose-
covered cottages, each with its little stack of "turfs".  Peat is dug from the 
moss, and dealt with commercially in a factory on the far side. 
 

If we should wish to cross to the Wrexham road, we should take the track 
opposite Moss Farm, and go by way of Olaf's Orchard and Cuckoo's Corner.  
But to-day I kept to the tow path.  I passed another great wooden draw-
bridge, and the junction with a branch, or feeder, of the canal, ending (or 
perhaps I should more correctly say beginning) at Quina Brook, near Pepper 
Street.  There are certainly some quaint names in this district. 
Now I had a mile long stretch, bordered by trees which gave pleasant shade 
upon this hot August day.  Several swans were on guard, their families no 
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Whitchurch Boat Gathering 2015 

doubt hidden among the reeds and rushes on the opposite side of the canal.  
One honked at me, and another hissed at me, but they did not otherwise 
interfere.  Another canal boat, long and narrow, the Venus, lay right across 
the canal, reaching from bank to bank.  There was nobody on board. 
 

I was nearing Bettisfield.  On the right I could see Cornhill Farm and on the 
high ground above the farm, the turret spire of the church, and the railway 
station.  I noticed a footpath which cut off a corner and made a short cut to 
the station.  But l also noticed that in the same field there was a large herd of 
cows, and a bull with them, so I thought it wiser to keep to the tow path until I 
reached the road.  This was further than I had expected, and I had to hurry 
up the hill to catch the train for Whitchurch.  On the right of the road was the 
field with the footpath, cows and bull. 
 

Now, would you believe it?  When I was halfway up the hill, lo! the bull 
walked through a gap in the hedge onto the road, just in front of me, and 
began grazing on the verge.  What was I to do?  There seemed no other way.  
The only possible course was to walk past him, which I did, keeping close to 
the opposite hedge, where there were some rails, which I fell that I could 
climb quickly, if necessary.  He was quiet enough, however, poor brute, being 
entirely occupied with the bit of fresh grass which he had discovered - a 
refreshing change from his burned up pasture.  I just caught my train for 
Whitchurch, where I changed for Shrewsbury.  It was interesting to look out of 
the carriage window, and to get an occasional peep at the canal, beside 
which I had been walking. 

The 2015 Whitchurch Gathering of Boats will be held on 5
th
 & 6

th
 September 

in its usual location, the Whitchurch Arm at Chemistry.  Entry is free for 
visitors with free car-parking available nearby.  Boats can be entered for a fee 
of £12.50 with a social evening including a meal for an additional £6.50.  
Boats are welcome to trade for an additional fee and stall holders are also 
welcome with a reduced fee for charities and societies. 
 

This is a popular and colourful 
event and all are welcome to come 
along and see the decorated stalls 
and boats.  Further details are 
available from the website, 
whitchurchwaterway.uk/Boat-Rally 
where entry forms can be 
downloaded.  Alternatively ring 
Lindsay Green on 01948 
662779/07968 339335 or email 
wwt@mybtinternet.com 

http://whitchurchwaterway.uk/Boat-Rally/
mailto:wwt@mybtinternet.com
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C&RT Spring User Forum 

In April, Nantwich Town Football Club was the venue for the North Wales & 
Borders User Forum.  This event, held twice a year, gives an opportunity for 
people from various waterways organisations to meet members of the C&RT 
management, ask questions (including pre-submitted ones) and discuss 
various items relating to the C&RT waterways of the North West. 
 

Led by Waterway Manager Wendy Capelle, a number of topics were 
discussed including updates on operations, enforcement, volunteers and the 
Waterways Partnership.  Of particular interest was an update on the major 
programme to improve the towpath through Woodseaves Cutting near Market 
Drayton.  This has been an ongoing problem due to difficult geological 
conditions where bands of shale and sandstone tend to be unstable, infilling 
drains as well as directing water onto the towpath.  The £1.5M programme is 
progressing well and the towpath has been improved in a number of places, 
many now dry for the first time in years.  
 

After a short break for tea and coffee, the members split into a number of 
groups to discuss, quite lively at times, issues relating to customer services 
priorities.  Hopefully the views expressed by delegates will filter back to those 
in charge for the benefit of all.  
 

The next meeting is due to be held in October.  If you have a question 
relating to the Shropshire Union system which you would like an answer to, 
please send your question in to us we will try and get it answered at the next 
meeting. 

Woodseaves 
Cutting 
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http://www.nantwichmarina.co.uk/


 

Cuttings Summer 2015 Page 34 

Marina News 

Aqueduct Marina held their sixth anniversary celebration on the 14th 
February.  The event was well attended by moorers and customers who were 
generously plied with wine and an excellent assortment of canapés from the 
Galley Café.  Marina director Robert Parton thanked everyone for their 
support, not least for their help in raising over £4,000 for charities during the 
past year. 
 

Overwater Marina celebrated earlier this 
year after being named “UK Inland 
Marina of the Year 2015” by the Yacht 
Harbour Association.  The award was 
presented at the London Boat Show to 
owners Janet and Angus Maughan.  
Janet said, “I can’t believe we won the 
award!  To be named the best inland 
marina in the country is absolutely 
wonderful and a testament to all the hard 
work and effort the family and our 
fantastic team of marina staff have put in. 
 

The award is made even more special by 
the fact that it is voted for by our 
customers and we would especially like 
to thank everyone who voted for us.”  
 

The competition is held annually by TYHA, with over 3,000 votes being cast. 
 

Wrenbury Marina.  This one refuses to lie down…  The marina was refused 
permission by the Strategic Planning Committee last September.  One of the 
principal objections was the environmental impact it would have on the 
village.  An informal hearing was held on 17

th
 March at which the developers 

were represented by, amongst others, a barrister.  A number of people from 
the area expressed their views about the impact on the village and a few also 
gave their views from a waterways point of view.  The meeting was attended 
by Pat Wilson who reports the following: 
 

The informal meeting was held by the Planning Inspector (Brendan Lyons) 
following an appeal by developer David Young into the refusal of permission 
for the marina in the village.  Representatives for Mr Young included a 
barrister and five others.  Another four were there representing the Council.  
Many local people attended some of whom spoke about the impact on the 
village.  After nearly five hours the Inspector closed the meeting and went to 
Wrenbury for a site visit. 
 
 

Angus and Janet with their award 
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R J MARINER J MARINE  
  

BOAT PAINTING 

ALL ASPECTS OF ENGINEERING 

CALL OUT SERVICE 

ENGINE SERVICE AND INSTALLATIONS 

FIT OUTS AND REFITS (cratches, lockers, etc) 

SAFETY AND COMPLIANCE WORK 

 

Telephone 01270 619426 and ask for Joan 

Mobile    07849 039661 

Email   joan.adair@btconnect.com 

The next day a similar meeting was held to look into the application made by 
Enzygo Ltd for a marina at Wrenbury Heath, about half a mile to the north 
east of the village, as the Council had not made a decision within the given 
time scale.  There were two representatives for Enzygo and four from the 
Council.  Plans had been redrawn but some changes had not been received.  
Only three local people attended as this proposal would not have the same 
impact on the village.  Once again the meeting lasted nearly five hours and 
was followed by a site visit.  I had attended the meetings as a local resident 
to observe, but I did question some out-of-date statements, for instance ‘no 
cycling on the towpath’ and information derived from the former British 
Waterways marinas policy.  The meetings concluded with no indication given 
of when a decision would be made. 
 

At present (early May) it is still not known when a decision will be made on 
either proposal and nothing further has been added to the Cheshire East 
Planning website. 
 

As well as the Cheshire East Planning site, information on the appeal can be 
found at http://www.planningportal.gov.uk/planning/appeals  Reference: APP/
R0660/W/14/2228777 

mailto:joan.adair@btconnect.com
http://www.planningportal.gov.uk/planning/appeals%20%20Reference:%20APP/R0660/W/14/2228777
http://www.planningportal.gov.uk/planning/appeals%20%20Reference:%20APP/R0660/W/14/2228777
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Tel: 01270 525 040  E-Mail: info@aqueductmarina.co.uk 
Church Minshull Aqueduct Marina, The Outlanes, Church Minshull, Nantwich, Cheshire  

CW5 6DX 

You can find us on... 

Marina, Brokerage, Chandlery & Café – Open 7 Days A Week 

www.aqueductmarina.co.uk 

Joinery and deck boards 

Shotblasting and 

blacking 

Full repaints 
Stern gear 

Hulls steam cleaned and anodes fitted 

Signwriting 

Contact Aqueduct 
Marina Reception for 
more information on 
all our services.: -
01270 525040 
info@aqueductmarina
.co.uk 

Engine 
repairs and 
servicing 

Engines fitted and 
serviced 

Overplating and fabrication 
work 

Brokerage and Chandlery 

10% OFF AT THE GALLEY 
FOR ALL CUTTINGS 
READERS - conditions apply.  
Please telephone for details. 

Monthly 
Social 
Nights at 
The Galley 

http://www.aqueductmarina.co.uk
mailto:info@aqueductmarina.co.uk
mailto:info@aqueductmarina.co.uk
http://www.aqueductmarina.co.uk/galley
http://www.aqueductmarina.co.uk/galley
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Montgomery HLF Progress 

As reported previously, the Montgomery Canal currently has a major 
application with the Heritage Lottery Fund for money to help continue 
restoration (See Cuttings Winter 2013, p25).  Over the last few months Sylvia 
Edwards, Community Development Officer for the Montgomery Canal, has 
been collecting and collating people’s views on the type of community 
activities they would like to see along the canal.  Over 2,700 people 
responded and Sylvia is currently summarising these views.  She will be 
preparing a visual display for early June which will be available to local 
groups.  Members of local interest groups are invited to contact her if they 
wish to see the results at Sylvia.edwards@canalrivertrust.org.uk. 
 

As part of the consultation process, C&RT has now started the trialling of 
some of the proposed community activities.  The first of these was an art 
taster session that took place in Llanymynech as part of the Making Waves in 
Llanymynech event on the 12 April.  Despite the weather, children and their 
families thoroughly enjoyed their “Mud, Brick and Water… Build a Canal” 
session led by the artist Mair Hughes.  
 

The second was a community 
archaeology session in 
Maesbury Marsh at the end of 
April, giving people the 
opportunity to learn new skills 
and help discover the lost past 
of this area, e.g. a 18th 
century canal wharf and 
smelting house.  Volunteers of 
all ages turned up to work 
alongside the archaeologists.  
The excavation was widely 
relayed by the local press and 
radio and findings were on 
display for the general public. 

 

Other trialling sessions will be 
around angling, boating, 
canoeing, heritage and wildlife 
discovery walks at various 
spots along the Montgomery 
canal and will be advertised 
locally over the next three 
months. See also P 38. 

mailto:Sylvia.edwards@canalrivertrust.org.uk
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Heulwen Trust - Future Plans 

The Heulwen Trust currently operates two 
specially designed narrowboats from the 
Heulwen Wharf in Welshpool.  These boats, 
operated by dedicated volunteers, provide 
free canal trips for less abled and elderly groups.  Their two boats are the only 
ones operating regularly on the isolated Welshpool section of the Montgomery 
Canal. 
 

By last summer it was becoming increasingly difficult to operate the boats due 
to a significant growth of reeds and other plants, lack of dredging and other 
obstructions.  The boats were only able to operate with difficulty over a short 
distance with much of the section becoming almost impassable, even to 
canoes. 
 

However Richard Parry amongst others accepted the Trust’s invitation to 
come to the Welshpool Festival last July along with various Council Members 
including the mayors of Welshpool and Newtown.  The Welshpool mayor, 
Councillor Malcolm Douglass, showed a keen interest in the revitalisation of 
the canal and following the meeting a weed-clearing plan by C&RT was put in 
place.  This now allows the boats to use a much longer section of the canal. 
 

The Trust are keen to build on this success and have a number of plans to 
develop further the use of the Welshpool section including closer ties with the 
local community, extending their work to children, schools and the general 
public. 
 

Their 2015 programme includes more scheduled boat trips in partnership with 
Welshpool Town Council, hospitality cruises to promote sponsorship and full 
participation in canal activities.  Major participation in the Making Waves event 
is part of this agenda including three-hour trips to Brithdir in June. 
 

It is hoped that the support of C&RT in improving the Welshpool section of the 
canal will continue along with increased 
promotion of the canal as a tourist 
resource with its attendant economic 
developments. 
 

Further details of the Trust’s activities can 
be found on their website, 
www.heulwentrust.co.uk and at 
makingwaves.co.uk. 
 

This article is based on a presentation by 
Pat Ward from the Heulwen Trust to a 
meeting held in Welshpool hosted by the 
mayor, Councillor Malcolm Douglass. 

Heulwen is Welsh for ‘Sunshine’ 

Photo - Heulwen Trust 

http://www.heulwentrust.co.uk
makingwaves.co.uk
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There have been some changes to the North Wales and Borders Partnership 
recently, with Jim Forrester retiring as chair to be replaced by Brenda Harvey.  
Brenda has a wealth of experience in running organisations with particular 
emphasis on partnerships and inter-agency working in the public sector. 
 

She is joined by seven new members along with the ever-capable Wendy 
Capelle (Manager of the North Wales and Borders Waterways for C&RT). 
 

More details can be found at canalrivertrust.org.uk/north-wales-and-borders-
waterways-partnership and we plan to have a more detailed article in the next 
issue of Cuttings. 

North Wales & Borders 

The plans of the Shrewsbury & Newport Canals Trust (SNCT) to restore the 
warehouses and basin at Wappenshall are in crisis.  The total projected cost 
of the project is £1.5 million and the Heritage Lottery Fund grant will 
contribute £1 million towards this, leaving another £500,000 to find.  
However this can only go ahead if sufficient funds are raised to go onto the 
next stage. 
 

The fundraising team have followed up over 200 possible sources of funding 
but with little return.  This includes a £100,000 grant from the local authority 
which, despite being told would be successful, regrettably was turned down.   

An appeal has been made to the members of SNCT which it is hoped will 
make a significant dent in the shortfall, but it is hoped others will also make a 
pledge to support funding.  If the target is not reached, pledges will not be 
called in and it will mean the HLF funding application will have to be 
deferred. 
 

So far, an HLF Round One 
payment of £72,000 has to be 
paid to cover preparatory work, 
following which the Trust can 
then apply for the balance of 
the £1,000,000.  However this 
cannot be submitted until the 
shortfall has been covered. 
 

Full details and a pledge form 
are on the SNCT website at 
www.sncanal.org.uk, or contact 
John Myers on 01785 255263, 07711 858986 or email jma2@onetel.com. 

Wappenshall Funding 

http://www.sncanal.org.uk
mailto:jma2@onetel.com
http://www.sncanal.org.uk/
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Death and The Shroppie cont. 

Death of adults in suspicious circumstances 
In 1880 an inquest was unable to explain the death between Nantwich and 
Bunbury of Richard Colley, a boatman from Wolverhampton.  He was found 
lying in the cabin with his skull fractured; nearby was a poker with what 
appeared to be traces of blood and hair on it.  The examining surgeon 
thought that death could have been caused either by a fall or a violent blow.  
Roscoe and Evans, the other two crew had been drinking heavily, and said 
that the last time they had seen Colley he was in the cabin in a helpless state 
of intoxication.  The boat was carrying barrels of porter which it was 
suspected had been tampered with.  The jury found that Colley died by 
violence, but there was not enough evidence to show how it was inflicted.  
The company dismissed the steerer and took possession of his horse to 
cover his debts. 

 

Catherine Fidian died in somewhat suspicious circumstances at Boughton in 
1814.  The night before she was found she had been drinking with a soldier 
of the 22nd (Cheshire) Regiment; they left the pub together but, according to 
the soldier, they had quarrelled so he had left her walking along the towpath.  

 

Thomas Reeves was murdered in 1826 in mysterious circumstances on the 
Walls at Chester, near the Phoenix Tower, and appears to have been thrown 
over the parapet — he hit a projecting rock on the way down and ended up in 
the canal.  In this case, of course, there was no deliberate intent to conceal 
the crime in the canal.  

 

In 1889 John Thomason, under arrest for sacrilege, confessed to murdering 
Lance-Corporal Marshall of the Cheshire Militia four years earlier at Backford, 
north of Chester.  He said they had been drinking and quarrelled.  The soldier 
was the better fighter, but during a pause in the struggle, Thomason said, 
‘There’s a shilling,’ pointing at the ground; Marshall bent down, and 
Thomason pushed him into the water, holding him under until he was 
drowned. 

 

On the evening of 10 February 1849 Richard Wilson set off with his wife 
Anne to walk from Market Drayton to their home at Hankelow (north of 
Audlem).  Both had been drinking.  Two witnesses saw them on the towpath, 
sometimes talking lovingly and sometimes quarrelling.  Both were tipsy; Anne 
was lame and unable to walk without a stick.  One reported that Anne said 
she was unable to go on, so lay down.  Wilson insisted she went on, saying, 
‘Damn your eyes, if you don’t I’ll drown you’.  She replied that he dare not.  A 
couple of miles further on he saw Richard Wilson again, who told him that he 
had left his wife a mile back, waiting for a boat.  Later that evening Wilson 
visited two public houses; when he left one he said that he wanted to go 
home to prepare a cup of tea and a good fire for his wife.  The following 
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morning a passing boatman saw Anne floating in the water.  Both the body 
and the clothes were ‘lying straight’.  Her gown was wrapped round her left 
hand, which the boatman said might have been caused by the flush of the 
water.  Her shawl was wrapped two or three times round her head, which the 
boatman thought must have been done by someone.  Her cap was not torn 
but her bonnet was not found.  There was no sign of blood on her, and the 
surgeon who later examined her said that he found no mark whatever of 
violence.  Her stick was found about thirty yards away in the far side of the 
high hedge at the top of the steep cutting. 
 

Two police constables questioned Wilson that morning.  He admitted not 
having made any enquiries about her, but on being charged with having 
drowned her, he exclaimed ‘My God, has the poor thing done anything to 
herself?  I hope she is not dead.’  He was escorted to the place to which 
Anne’s body had been taken.  When he got there he said, ‘Oh dear, oh dear; 
I doubt I shall suffer for this.  If I do I shall die innocent.  These hands never 
put that poor body in the water.’  When the shawl covering her face was 
removed, he fainted.  When the case was heard at the Shrewsbury Assizes, 
the jury took little time in returning a verdict of ‘Not guilty’.  

 

One Sunday evening in April 1877 
Charles Moston, described as a ‘a very 
steady young man’ and ‘quiet and 
inoffensive’, was crew to John Probert and 
his wife Jane on their fly-boat Usk as they 
travelled between Beeston and Chester.  
According to Jane Probert’s testimony, 
Moston helped work Wharton Lock with 
the crew of Snipe, another fly-boat, then 
came aboard at the next bridge; at this 
point John Probert was leading the horse 
and Snipe had gone on ahead.  A few bridges later Probert came on board to 
have his tea,  Moston jumped off and in doing so he slipped on the boat, 
caught the edge, and fell upright into the canal.  Probert called to him several 
times to come on the boat.  Meanwhile the horse was walking on by itself; 
John Probert asked Jane to get off and drive the horse sharper to catch up 
with the Snipe.  This she did, and Moston was left behind.  When the two 
boats reached Christleton, Jane told the crew of Snipe that Moston had 
stayed behind.  Two of them set off with John Probert to look for him but soon 
returned when Probert said how far back Moston had last been seen.  They 
then took their boats on to Chester. 

 

At about six o’clock on the following morning Charles Moston was seen lying 
on the towpath by the crew of two passing boats.  Joseph Boden, master of 
the Ceres,  tried to rouse him and he groaned.  He assumed he had been ‘in 
a skirmige’ (a brawl), whereas Margaret Jones, the 
fourteen-year-old girl who had been steering the Stag, 

Wharton Lock on the approach to 

Chester 



 

Cuttings Summer 2015 Page 42 

thought he was drunk.  Anyway, the masters of the boats decided to leave 
him there. 

 

An hour later John Morris, of the boat Star, saw Moston lying on the towpath 
near Waverton.  Morris got off the boat and shook him; he opened his eyes 
and groaned.  With assistance, Moston was carried to the boat, his lips were 
rubbed with brandy, but a few minutes later he died.  His clothes were wet to 
the middle but dry above.  His face was marked in several places, but there 
were no wounds. 

 

Dr William Watson, the surgeon who carried out the post-mortem, said he 
found two dislocations in the neck but there was no corresponding external 
injury; the neck had no bruises.  He thought there must have been 
extraordinary violence as the connecting ligaments are very strong.  An 
ordinary fall could not produce such an injury — the head must have been 
forcibly pressed forward by some means.  There was no evidence of alcohol; 
indeed every boater witness had known Moston and said how rarely he 
drank.  The coroner, Henry Churton, said that he never met with a more cruel 
case than this.  It would have been a physical impossibility for this man to 
have placed himself where he was found, and he could not help thinking that 
the deceased received the injuries which were found upon him in the boat, 
and, judging from the conduct of Probert and his wife, he had very little doubt 
in his own mind that they were the persons who inflicted the injuries.  The 
jury duly delivered their verdict: ‘Wilful murder against John Probert and Jane 
Probert’.  However, when the case came to trial at the Assizes three months 
later, the Grand Jury, advised by Lord Justice Branwell, dismissed the case, 
as there was so little evidence against them. 

 

In 1893 a boatman named John Probert was found in Chirk Tunnel drowned, 
with an ugly gash on his forehead, having been in the water about three 
weeks.  He had left home with a woman and a child to go to Black Park 
Basin to collect a load of coal but got off at Chirk Bank to go drinking at the 
Bridge Inn.  The woman left in charge of the boat went on without him — and 
nothing more was heard of him until his body was discovered.  This is almost 
certainly the same man as was accused of murder in 1877: both were 
reported as living at Pant (near Llanymynech).  Coincidence?  Or revenge?  

 

The final case certainly was murder.  Early on the morning of 7 August 1887, 
the body of Police Constable William Brown was found in the canal at 
Pendleford, just outside Wolverhampton.  His cap and cane were found on 
the towpath, close to a well-stocked eel pond.  We shall never know for 
certain, but it seems most likely that he found a gang poaching, tried to 
apprehend them, and in the struggle was hit on the head, died, and was 
dumped in the water.  Footprints showed that at least three men were 
involved.  Despite extensive searches, assisted by Inspector White of the 
Shropshire Union Canal, and known poachers being interviewed, there was 
never enough evidence to prosecute anybody. 

Peter Brown 
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Chas Hardern Boats Ltd Chas Hardern Boats Ltd est 1972 

 

Family run 2 - 6 berth warm and comfortable narrowboats for hire.  All year 

cruising.  Short breaks generally available.  Dog friendly.  Excellent tuition.  

 

Services on site: diesel, gas, pump-out, gift shop. 

 

Also: Gas Safe engineer, 24hr breakdown service.  40 years experience with 

all engine and internal boat repairs. 

 

Members of IWA, BMF, APCO, FSB  Hireboat  handover external audit  

 

T: 01829 732595 E-mail: Chasboats@aol.com Web: www.chashardern.co.uk 

  

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Chas-Hardern-Boats/239576126090656?ref=ts&fref=ts
mailto:chasboats@aol.com
http://www.chashardern.co.uk
http://www.audlemmill.co.uk/
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19 - 21 June MidFest - Middlewich Folk and Boats 
 (see www.midfest.org.uk) 
26 - 28 June Making Waves with coracles at Welshpool 
4 & 5 July Welsh Waterway Festival (see page 7) 
6 July  Montgomery Canal Forum 
11 & 12 July History Fun Days, National Waterways Museum 
11 July - 2 August Erik Gaskell Linocut Exhibition at Audlem Mill 
19 July Aqueduct Marina Family Fun Day 
25 & 26 July Audlem Festival of Transport 
29 July Nantwich Show and the World’s Biggest Cheese Show 
16 August Horses at Work Day, National Waterways Museum 
27 - 31 August Lockwind at Cholmondeston Lock (see page 14) 
5 & 6 September Whitchurch Gathering of Boats (see page 31) 

Dates for your Diary 

Work Party Dates for 2015 

6/7 June 2015 
4/5 July 2015 
1/2 August 2015 

5/6 September 2015 
3/4 October 2015 
7/8 November 2015 

 

David Carter October 2014 

http://www.hackgreen.co.uk/
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Copy Deadlines 

There are four issues of Cuttings per year, published in June, September, 
December and March.  The copy deadline is 1st of the previous month, i.e.   
1 May, 1 August, 1 November and 1 February.  COPY WILL NOT BE 
ACCEPTED AFTER THESE DATES. 

Cuttings Editors David and Chris Owen-Roberts 01270 567492 
 35 Woodnoth Drive, Shavington, Cheshire CW2 5BW 
 E-mail: sucuttings@btinternet.com 
 

The views expressed in Cuttings are not necessarily those of the Shropshire 
Union Canal Society. 

Contacting Cuttings 

Articles for Cuttings 

We are always pleased to receive contributions for Cuttings.  Text, photos 
etc. can be sent by post or by e-mail.  If you are ‘no good at the words’ 
simply send us the basis of your idea with all the relevant details and we will 
gladly put an article together for you. 

 

BOAT SAFETY CERTIFICATES 
 

competitive rates 
 

10% discount for SUCS members! 

ALL BORDER COUNTIES WATERWAYS COVERED 

NEAL DODD MABSE 
 
 

01686 630250 (evenings) 

BSS Authorised Examiner 
 

 

 

wharfhouse@yahoo.co.uk 

mailto:sucuttings@btinternet.com
mailto:wharfhouse@yahoo.co.uk
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Advertising in Cuttings 

The advertising rates are: 

 

Half page:  £75.00 for one year (four issues) 
Full page:  £125.00 for one year (four issues) 

 

There is a 10% discount for Commercial Members.  Adverts can start in any 
issue and will be invoiced annually.  
 
To find out more please contact Advertising Manager, Roger Beswick on 
01244 332553, fax 01244 330122 or e-mail haslemere@chester50.plus.com. 

Discounts from our Advertisers 

The following advertisers are offering discounts to members:  Boat Safety 
Examiner Neal Dodd, RCR and Alvechurch Boat Centres Wrenbury.  Church 
Minshull Aqueduct Marina are offering discounts in their café. 

Please Support our Advertisers 

Mention that you saw their advert in Cuttings. 

Recycling for SUCS 

Peter James  (01743 364100, 71 Washford Road, Shrewsbury SY3 9HW) 
recycles printer cartridges and mobile phones for the Society.  If it is easier, 
you may still drop any cartridges in with Pat Wilson at Rincop, Wardle and 
she will deliver them to Peter.  Keep them coming!  Every little helps. 

Wanted, Please Help! 

The Society needs someone to act as Merchandise Manager.  This involves 
keeping records of the Society’s merchandise and is not a Council role.  
There is also a vacancy on Council for a Chair so if you can help please 
contact the Secretary, Glyn Whitehurst via E-mail: 
secretary@shropshireunion.org.uk or  
Treasurer, Ian Hendley on 01630 656525,  
e-mail sucsmemsec@btinternet.com 

mailto:haslemere@chester50.plus.com
mailto:secretary@shropshireunion.org.uk
mailto:sucsmemsec@btinternet.com
http://www.shropshireunion.org.uk/the-society/merchandise
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Application for Membership or Membership Renewal of 

the Shropshire Union Canal Society 

I hereby apply for election as a member of the above Society and agree to 
abide by the rules of the Society.  I enclose my remittance for ………………..* 
being my subscription for the year ended 30 June 201… 
 
 
Signed  …………………………………………………..   Date  ………………….. 
PLEASE PRINT IN BLOCK CAPITALS 
 
 
Name  ………………………………………………… (Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms/Dr/Rev) 
 
 
Address  ……………………………………………………………………………… 
 
 
……………………………………………………………...Post Code  …………… 
 
 
Telephone  ……………………………  E-mail  …………………………………… 
Single, Joint, Family: £10  Juniors under 18: £5  Life Membership £200 
If you are applying for Junior Membership please state your age here ………. 
 

Membership Number (for renewals)  ……………………………………………… 
If you are a United Kingdom tax payer please sign the Gift Aid declaration 
below to enable the Society to reclaim the tax paid on your donations 
(including subscriptions). 
 

Name of Society: The Shropshire Union Canal Society 
I want the charity to treat all donations I have made over the last four years 
and all donations I make hereafter as Gift Aid donations. 
 
Signature  ……………………………………………………..  Date …………….. 
 If it is more convenient for you and helps the Society if you pay by Standing 
Order or direct transfer.  Please ask for the appropriate form or set it up with 
your bank using National Westminster Bank Sort Code 55-50-05, account 
number 01630962 and give your membership number or post code as the 
identifying reference.  If you pay automatically PLEASE LET THE 
MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY KNOW.  Please send completed forms to: Ian 
Hendley, Membership Secretary, 28 Millfield Drive, Market Drayton, TF9 
1HS. Telephone: 01630 656525  E-mail: sucsmemsec@btinternet.com  

 

Tick here if you have paid by Standing Order or Direct Transfer 
 
Tick here if you are happy to receive Cuttings by e-mail 

 

 

mailto:sucsmemsec@btinternet.com
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http://www.alvechurch.com/

