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Editorial 

Trustees’ Report 

Having recently re-read Cuttings magazine, from its first edition in December 
1965 when the Society was the Shrewsbury and Newport Canal Association, 
a number of themes immediately become apparent.  One, more than most, is 
the endless request for members to consider coming forward and joining the 
Society’s Council as a Trustee.  So it will be of no surprise to you to hear that 
the Trustees are urgently looking for some younger volunteers to continue 
the work of the last 49 years.  Now that our bi-monthly meetings are held in 
Shrewsbury (allowing for easier rail transport to attend) we are looking for 
volunteers to take the Society into its next 50 years!  

 

At the same time we are also looking for someone to come forward to run the 
Lockwinds next year ( see page 14 for further details).  This is an important 
component of the our work, not just for the chance to raise funds but, equally, 

Welcome to the Autumn 2015 edition of Cuttings.  We have another packed 
edition for you that combines history (for example Wappenshall Wharf page 
21), events (for example Aqueduct Marina Family Fun Day page 19, Audlem 
Historic Boat Gathering page 36 and the Montgomery Triathlon page 8) with 
up to date news on the activities of volunteers (page 16) and news of the 
ongoing restoration of the Montgomery Canal (page 34). 
 

We must never forget, however, that the canals are two hundred year old 
structures that need to be cared for as well as used.  Restoration is only the 
beginning and hopefully the Society will be able to contribute to and support 
the work of the Canal & River Trust well into the future. 
 

To be able to do this, though, the Society needs help.  As Rich points out in 
his Trustees’ Report, new people are needed to help in a variety of ways.  
Would you be interested in organising the annual lockwinds?  Would you help 
with emptying collection boxes?  Could you help with the restoration work 
parties?  Could you volunteer as a Society Trustee?  Do you know someone 
who could? 
 

We hope this issue provides food for thought and interesting information as 
well as being an inspiration to you all to use and take part in the Shropshire 
Union Canal system as a whole. 

 

David and Chris Owen-Roberts 
Editors of Cuttings 

 
Death on the Shroppie Part 4 will appear in the next issue. 

 

 Page 5 Cuttings Autumn 2015 

for that part of the Society who own boats or do not wish to take part in the 
restoration project, to have a constructive and friendly  few days working 
together. 
 

On the main line the vital work of maintaining the waterways continues with 
Society members joining in with, among others, the STTV, SUMBA and Dek 
Owen’s group, to enhance and improve the facilities on the Cut.  This 
essential work goes a long way towards ensuring that the SUC system 
remains open for everyone to enjoy. 
 

On the restoration side we have now advanced far enough with resolving the 
Greater Crested Newts’ situation to allow for careful work to commence on 
the initial clearing of the first part of the next section adjacent to Pryces 
Bridge.  We will be returning to our normal work party dates of the first 
weekend in the month in September and hope that we can go some way to 
catching up with our work load during the remaining work parties this year. 
 

Finally – although still several months away – just a reminder that the AGM 
this year is on Saturday 5th December in the Llanymynech Village Hall (see 
page 46).  A golden opportunity for you to come along and hear what the 
Society is doing or, even, voice your concerns about what you think the 
Society should be doing!! 
 

Rich Hamp, On behalf of the SUCS Trustees. 

North Wales and Borders Canal & River Trust Annual Showcase will take 
place on Friday 6th November 2015. 

The event will provide an overview into the activities and projects taking 
place on the North Wales and Borders Waterways. The 2015 Showcase will 
offer something for everyone with an interest in our waterways, and the local 
communities surrounding them, together with: 

 An introduction from C&RT Chief Executive Richard Parry 

 Hear from TV’s Iolo Williams about his love for the outdoors 

 An opportunity to ‘share your ideas’ on how the waterways could 
develop in your area 

 

The Showcase will be held at the Lion Quays Hotel, Weston Rhyn, Nr 
Oswestry, Shropshire SY11 3EN with registration and exhibition opening at 
10.15am.  Lunch is provided with the showcase closing at 3.30pm.  Places 
are limited so please register your interest with 
lesley.beard@canalrivertrust.org.uk and details of the booking process will be 
forwarded. 

Annual Waterways Showcase 

http://www.lionquays.co.uk/meetings/
mailto:lesley.beard@canalrivertrust.org.uk
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Brasses and Carrying 

Many of you will know Harry Arnold and his extensive knowledge of canal 
history.  He has kindly responded to a couple of items in the last issue. 
 

Regarding the horse brass item on p9:  I recall that for quite some years an 
enterprising brass manufacturer sold these around canal shops with the 
appropriate waterway name stamped in them; even with your own company 
name if you were prepared to buy a quantity.  The picture (below) is of three 

real brasses from our collection of genuine boat horse harness used on the 
Shroppie and its later owners.  As a matter of further historical interest, even 
the piece of leather they are mounted on is a section of a backstrap from 
scrap harness cleared from the Thomas Clayton stables at Oldbury.  The 
company was of course one that traded on the Shroppie with both horse-
drawn and motor boats.  I also have a similarly shaped and sized ‘BR
(M)’ (British Railways – Midland Region) brass. 

 

The question with horse brasses is - what is ‘genuine’?  Because going way 
back they were often made as souvenirs and never went near a horse.  But is 
my face-piece – made by an old saddler in Llangollen in 1961 and seen 
opposite been carried on one of Steve Furniss’s horses pulling Saturn on the 
Montgomery – ‘genuine’ because it has been carried by this and other canal 
horses? 

 

Regarding Chris Manger’s ‘Carrying in the ‘60s’ on page 7:  There is an 
absolutely massive amount of information on this already collected and 
recorded by a number of well-known carrying enthusiasts.  I have diaries 
detailing the passage of working boats from the late 1950s, plus photographs 
and photographic records.  This information has been exchanged with 
friends/observers/photographers such as the late Mike Webb and Alan 
Brown, Alan Faulkner and others.  Mike Webb’s observations (held by his 
widow Maria) are far more detailed than mine as he lived on the Shroppie 
before I did, as are his pictures of working boats on this canal.  

 

When the Toll House at Ellesmere Port was derelict, it was literally ankle-
deep in toll tickets.  They were collected by a number of us for safe-keeping, 
and again information was logged and exchanged.  The ones I had – and the 
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details – are now back where they should by in the Archive at the NWM.  
Unfortunately, some collected by one of my fellow founders of the museum 
the late Peter Froud were, I believe, burned in a fire which destroyed his 
office at Preston Brook.  And then there is the Boat Museum Society’s Cath 
Turpin’s extensive work on Thomas Clayton Shroppie traffic. 

 

In addition to records there are quite a number of people still alive who were 
involved to a greater or lesser extent in crewing the last boats to carry on the 
Shroppie.  Some still boating, such as Roger Hatchard, Malcolm Edwards 
MBE, Michael Dutton, Tony Lewery, Graham Wigley and others.  And there 
are even more – and their families - who are no longer directly involved with 
waterways: Although I do know of one who runs a boatyard in France, if you 
want to travel that far for reminiscences! 

 

Regardless of actual original records and people, much has already been 
published in Waterways World, Narrow Boat and Canal & Riverboat 
magazines and in books like Mike Webb’s Shroppie Boats.  With respect, I 
suggest that Chris Manger sits down for a few hours in the NWM Archives’ 
new Tony Burnip room and starts to catch up on a few things that others 
have worked for years on.  Certainly not to start another ‘collection’.  The 
NWM Archive is the place for this. 

 

It is interesting to recall that when I was the founder/editor of Cuttings, way 
back in the 1960s Shrewsbury & Newport Canal Association days, there was 
still commercial traffic on the Shroppie main line.  You might find something 
in the early issues of this magazine. 
 
Harry Arnold 

Pictures 

courtesy 

Waterways 

Images. 



 

Cuttings Autumn 2015 Page 8 

The Triathlon, held on 9 May, was once again a great success.  Over 230 
people came to the Welsh borders for the event, this being the fourth time it 
had been held.  In addition, over 80 people came along to assist with lock 
transits and road crossings. 

 

The event was started at 8:30 am by the Mayor of Newtown, Councillor Rina 
Clarke, who sent the entrants off on the first leg of the event cycling the 17 
miles to Pool Quay just north of Welshpool (this section of the canal towpath 
is part of the Aberystwyth – Shrewsbury cycle route).  Cyclists had to cross 
the A483 in several places where the road bridges have been dropped (Dairy 
Bridge 141, Halfway House bridge 136 and Garthmyl bridges 131/2), 
obstructing progress and volunteers were there to assist.  Further crossings 
were needed at Gallowstree Bank bridge and Welshpool bridge 117 which 
although rebuilt has no towpath so a zebra crossing had to be used instead. 
 

Bicycles were left at Pool Quay in the care of the volunteers and participants 
continued on foot to cover the 10½ miles to Morton.  This length includes a 
section of the Offa's Dyke path, and involves crossing the main road at 
Arddleen and Maerdy bridges (103/102), the Vyrnwy Aqueduct – the most 
notable structure on the canal – and three minor road crossings in the area of 
Llanymynech where the towpath crosses into England. 
 

The final 7½ miles from Morton were taken in canoes, passing round three 
locks at Aston, near Queen's Head, and the Graham Palmer lock, created 
twenty years ago as part of the restoration of the canal. 

 

Entrants came from Kent, Cornwall, Lincolnshire, Manchester, Birmingham, 
South Wales and the Cotswolds, and included Richard Parry, Chief Executive 
of Canal & River Trust (who was only able to undertake the final, canoe 
section this year) and Andrew Stumpf, Head of Wales/Pennaeth Cymru 
(Canal & River Trust in Wales). 
 

The event was one of a series of activities centred around Welshpool, as part 
of Making Waves 2015, the highlight of which was the Waterways Festival 
(See page 17).  A popular event, Making Waves with Canoes, followed the 
triathlon on the 17 May, offering free taster sessions with the assistance of 
Red Ridge Outdoor Centre who provided canoes and instructors.  Other 
activities included films, walks and coracle racing.  

 

Michael Limbrey, Chairman of the Montgomery Waterway Restoration Trust 
said, “This summer's events demonstrate the value of the Montgomery Canal 
with activities on the water and along the towpath, highlighting the canal and 
its contribution to the area.  Years ago the Montgomery Canal was derelict 
and it wasn't even easy to get to Llangollen by canal.  Today the canals of the 
North Wales border include the World Heritage Site bringing visitors and 

Montgomery Triathlon 
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The Mikron Theatre players have 
been producing and performing their 
unique brand of theatre at canal and 
riverside locations throughout 
England for forty three years.  
Travelling in their narrowboat 
Tyseley, the company sets up their 
presentation as the audience 
gathers and conjure up a variety of characters, stories and songs. 
 

In 2015 Mikron are joining forces with the National Federation of Women’s 
Institutes. to celebrate the centenary of the founding of the WI in Britain.  To 
mark this anniversary, they are presenting Raising Agents, a brand new 
show which they will be including in their 2015 
repertoire.  

boaters from far and wide and the Montgomery Canal too is coming back to 
life. 

 

The Montgomery Canal Triathlon was the best yet!  It was a thoroughly good-
natured event which brought hundreds of people to the towpath, and many 
who came from far away stayed here for the weekend.  A good number had 
come back after enjoying the event previously, and others were joining for the 
first time, but saying they would come again.” 

 

Mikron on the Shroppie 

The Mayor of Newtown, Councillor 
Rina Clarke, starts the cyclists 

Walking/running near Llanymynech 

Photos supplied by Michael Limbrey 

http://www.mikron.org.uk/
http://www.mikron.org.uk/


 

Cuttings Autumn 2015 Page 10 

 

The theatre will be performing this production at 3 pm Sunday 6 September 
at Coton Mill, Newport Road Gnosall, ST 20 0BN. 
 

The group will also be playing their other current production, One of Each, at 
7 pm on Tuesday 8 September at the Anchor Inn, High Offley ST20 0NG, 
just north of Norbury Junction. 
 

No tickets are needed, a collection will be made after the shows.  Further 
details can be found on their website, www.mikron.org.uk 

 

David Owen-Roberts 

Audlem Wharf, Shropshire Street, Audlem, Crewe CW3 0DX 01270 812379  
 For menus, events and much more visit:    www.shroppiefly.com 

The Shroppie Fly has undergone a large refurbishment recently and the 
outcome is truly fantastic.  We have created a pub that is full of character 
with a warm welcome to all. 
Check our website for details of special offers and live music events.  
Whether you want a drink by the canal or a place to eat the Shroppie Fly is 
a great place to stop.  Ample parking and nearby visitor moorings make it 
an ideal destination whether you come by boat or car.  Check our website, 
search ’shroppie’ on Facebook or give us a call to see what is going on. 
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Cheque Presentation to Saturn 

Aqueduct Marina on the Middlewich Branch is well known for their charitable 
fund-raising activities.  During the Crick Boat Show on 23rd May, a cheque 
was presented to the Shropshire Union Fly-boat Restoration Society by 
Richard Parry, Chief Executive of the Canal & River Trust. 
 

The £600 donation was collectively contributed to by companies that are 
based at Aqueduct Marina and is in recognition of The Saturn Project’s 10-
year contribution to waterway education, the promotion of the Shropshire 
Union Canal system and support given to the marina’s popular open days.  It 
was received by the charity’s president and trustee Harry Arnold MBE. 
 

As well as Aqueduct Marina, other contributors to the donation include 
Cheshire Marine Equipment, Andy Russell Boat Painter & Sign Writer, 
Cheshire Cat Narrowboat Holidays, JRL Boat Painting, Knights Narrowboats, 
P Tindall Marine Surveys and Russell Smith  Boat Safety Examiner. 

Cheque presentation at the Crick Boat Show.  Left to right: 
Andrea Parton, Church Minshull Aqueduct Marina, Mick Sivewright, Cheshire Marine 
Equipment, Harry Arnold, President The Saturn Project, Richard Parry, Chief 
Executive Canal & River Trust and Robert Parton, Church Minshull Aqueduct Marina. 
Photo courtesy Waterways Images 

http://www.mikron.org.uk/
http://www.shroppiefly.com
http://www.shroppiefly.com
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Fortunately only the cake 
replica.  C&RT Trustees 
chair Tony Hales (left) 
and C&RT boss Richard 
Parry cut the cake at the 
Ellesmere Port Easter 
Gathering. 
 

Saturn (the real one) will 
be attending the 
Whitchurch Boat Festival 
(see page 32) on the 5th 
& 6th September and the 
Ellesmere Canal Yard 
heritage Open weekend 
12th & 13th September. 

Saturn gets the Chop 

Tony Hales (left) and Richard Parry cut the cake 
Photo courtesy Waterways Images 

Wrenbury Marina Approved 

The long-running saga over the proposed development of a marina close to 
the centre of Wrenbury appears to be drawing to a close.  Plans for the 200-
berth marina, which campaigners say will ‘wreck’ the village, have been 
approved on appeal.  At the same time, a similar application proposed for a 
nearby site to the north east of the village has been blocked. 
 

The go-ahead, given on 16
th
 June, to develop four fields to the north of 

Cholmondeley Road next to the Cotton Arms pub and its caravan and 
camping site, comes after a public inquiry held in March this year.  Access to 
the Llangollen canal will be a short distance east of the lift bridge. 
 

The decision follows a lengthy battle by villagers to halt the development, with 
almost 300 residents objecting to the plans.  Villager Rodney Copping, on 
behalf of the ‘Say No To Wrenbury Village Centre Marina’ campaign group, 
said,  “There were only two outcomes and unfortunately we’ve got the wrong 
one.  This is going to have a long-term consequence for the village.  It’s very 
disappointing.”  He added, “Any conditions that have been put down we’ll 
have to watch very carefully.” 

 

The marina development was proposed by David Young who’s represented 
by agent Oligra Town Planning.  It will include a new towpath bridge, 
alterations to an existing access on to Cholmondeley Road, car parking and a 
facilities building which will include retail space and space for boat hire. 
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In the appeal decision 
report, the inspector 
concludes the marina ‘would 
not result in direct harm to 
the character and 
appearance of the 
conservation area’ and that 
the harm to heritage assets 
would be ‘outweighed by the 
public benefits’.  He also 
adds that the ‘modest 
inevitable impact on 
landscape character’ would 
also be outweighed by the 
proposal’s other benefits, and the increase in delays at the canal lifting bridge 
‘would not be so severe that the proposal would have to be rejected’. 
 

A spokesman for Oligra on behalf of David Young, said they were ‘very 
pleased’ with the appeal outcome, adding, “The approval is testimony to all 
the various specialists who have worked together diligently over the last three 
years to advance the case in support of the Wrenbury Marina.  We know 
Wrenbury people rightly are very proud of their community and we hope they 
will work with us on this exciting project, which we believe, in the fullness of 
time, will be embraced proudly by future generations.” 
 

It remains to be seen how much the marina does add to the village and 
benefit its inhabitants.  
 

One of the major concerns of the locals is the impact of more boat traffic 
through the lift bridge.  The bridge has been notoriously slow in the past, with 
operators thinking nothing is happening and starting the sequence all over 
again.  Earlier this year the hydraulics were overhauled and the bridge now 
lifts much faster.  It can still cause significant delays to traffic at busy times or 
when people unfamiliar with its operation take time to work it out.  Apart from 
the inconvenience, villagers are 
concerned that emergency 
vehicles could be held up. 
 

How much impact boats from 
the new marina will have on the 
bridge remains to be seen.  A 
greater impact may arise from 
hire boat traffic if the Wrenbury 
hire base expands once the 
marina is built, as most hirers 
want to head up to Llangollen. 

Marina plans 

The powered lift bridge on Cholmondeley Road 
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The Long Distance Walkers Association 
has identified the Shropshire Union 
towpath from Autherley Junction to 
Ellesmere Port as a worthwhile subject 
for an extended walk.  Their website 
gives plenty of information on 
accommodation along the route with 
interactive maps and links to GPS file 
downloads. 
 

For further details see their website: 
www.ldwa.org.uk/ldp/members/
show_path.php?
path_name=Shropshire+Union+Canal 
 

The association also has two walks 
based on the Llangollen Canal, one on 
the Montgomery Canal and one on the 
Middlewich Branch.  For these and other walks, there is a good search facility 
on the site. www.ldwa.org.uk, under “find LDP information/Search for path”.  
Just enter the name of the canal under “Path name”. 

Walking the Shropshire Union 

Change of Address? 

If you move or change your email address, please let the Membership 
Secretary Ian Hendley know.  Failure to do so will result in you missing your 
next copy of Cuttings! 

Wanted: Lockwind Organiser 

A Lockwind Organiser is needed as Anne Lindop wishes to retire from the 
position after overseeing the lockwinds for many years.  The new person will 
be fully supported by Anne with help and advice and be expected to take over 
the rôle from May 2016. 
 

Lockwinds raise significant sums for the Society and take place twice a year; 
over the end of May Bank Holiday weekend and the 
August Bank Holiday weekend.  The post takes little 
time to fulfil beyond the lockwind weekends.  If you 
are interested in helping the Society with this 
position, please contact Anne, 01630 647289 or 
Rich Hamp, 01970 832538 for more details. 
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We all extend a warm welcome to: 

 

Annual subscriptions were due on 1 July – if you have not renewed yours yet, 
please do so as soon as possible.  The subscription rate remains unchanged 
at £10 and, if you wish to pay online, our bank details are: 
 

Shropshire Union Canal Society - Sort Code 55-50-05 
Account No 01630962 
 

Please quote your membership number as the reference. 
 

We are always looking for new members so if you know of anybody who 
would like to join us, please point them at our website which contains a 
downloadable membership application.  Alternatively, contact me and I will 
send you a small pack of membership applications and publicity leaflets. 
 

You can contact me about these or any other membership matter at 28, 
Millfield Drive, Market Drayton TF9 1HS, telephone 01630 656525 or by email 
to sucsmemsec@btinternet.com.   
 

Ian Hendley 
Membership Secretary 

Membership News 

Mr P Sanderson of Southport 
Mr and Mrs Garner of Edgerley, 
 near Oswestry 
Dr and Mrs Hebblethwaite of 

Stapeley, Nantwich 
Mr and Mrs Atkins of Banbury 

Mr A Eaton of Widnes 
Mr L Watson of Wallasey 
Mrs E Smith of Whixall 
Mr J Viner of Llanrhaeadr, 
 near Oswestry 
Mr C Fogg of Worcester 

Ellesmere Heritage Open Day 

Once again C&RT will be hosting an open day at their Ellesmere yard on the 
12

th
 & 13

th
 September.  Ellesmere yard on the Llangollen Canal is just outside 

the town opposite the entrance to the arm.  The site is a very well preserved 
example of a canal maintenance yard dating from the early 1800s.  There are 
a range of buildings here including a blacksmith's (recently restored) and 
joiner's shop, a dry dock, a yard manager's house and Beech House - the 
former head offices of the Ellesmere Canal Company. 
 

STTV volunteers will be running a trip boat between the yard and the wharf at 
the end of the Ellesmere Arm.  Shroppie fly boat Saturn will also be on show 
along with a number of waterways-oriented exhibits and demonstrations. 
 

Check C&RT’s website, www.canalrivertrust.org.uk for more details. 

http://www.ldwa.org.uk/ldp/members/show_path.php?path_name=Shropshire+Union+Canal
http://www.ldwa.org.uk/ldp/members/show_path.php?path_name=Shropshire+Union+Canal
http://www.ldwa.org.uk/ldp/members/show_path.php?path_name=Shropshire+Union+Canal
http://www.ldwa.org.uk
mailto:sucsmemsec@btinternet.com
mailto:sucsmemsec@btinternet.com
http://www.canalrivertrust.org.uk
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Volunteer Groups News 

We are lucky enough to have three principal groups of volunteers working on 
parts of the Shropshire Union Canals.  These are the STTV (the Small Tasks 
Team Volunteers), the Audlem Towpath Task Force and SUMBA (the 
Shropshire Union Middlewich Branch Adopters). 
 

Recently all three groups have been 
busy around the system.  In addition 
to other tasks, SUMBA and the 
Audlem Towpath Task Force were 
instrumental in keeping boats 
moving through Audlem over the 
weekend of the Audlem Historic 
Boat Gathering (see page 36), 
manning the locks to smooth 
passage for those passing through 
the village.  SUMBA volunteers were 
also drafted in to help with lock 
passage over the weekend of the 
Middlewich Folk and Boat Festival 
(MidFest).  In addition, SUMBA have 
also been working hard on their Middlewich Branch projects including a 
circular walk from Church Minshull, the installation of new benches and BBQ 
stands overlooking the village, wash wall repairs and towpath improvements. 
 

STTV have also been busy.  The group has been working on a new bin 
compound at Nantwich as well as the installation of new water points at 
Hurleston where the towpath has also been considerably improved.  A new 
sign was installed on the Dee Branch and the group moved a work boat to 
Middlewich on behalf of C&RT in advance of the MidFest weekend. 
 

All three groups welcome new volunteers so do please get in touch if you’d 
like to help.  For SUMBA contact sumbacanal@gmail.com, for STTV contact 

01942 260459 and for the 
Audlem Towpath Task Force 
contact 
dek.owen@networkrail.co.uk. 

A new BBQ stand on the Middlewich 
Branch 

Construction of the new bin 
compound at Nantwich underway 
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The Making Waves Waterways 
Festival brought many visitors to 
Welshpool over the weekend of 
4

th
/5

th
 July along with a number of 

boats.  The Welshpool Wharf was 
filled with 20 boats, including two 
steam launches and two electric 
boats, coming from South and 

West Wales, Oxfordshire, Sussex and Berkshire.  Many stayed on after the 
festival to explore the Montgomery Canal. 

Many events were held over the weekend with a procession of boats on the 
Saturday, dressed to suit the date of 4

th
 July.  Sunday saw a boat handling 

competition showing the different levels of manoeuvrability of each boat and 
the skills of the steerer. 

Several other events were staged around the wharf, including Morris dancing 
and theatre plus a number of events for children which included model boats, 
angling taster sessions and canoeing, the last proving very popular with 
nearly 200 sessions. 

The weekend was the highlight of a number of events and activities to 
popularise the length of canal and how a restored canal can add 
considerable value to an area.  Much of this was summed up in the 
Montgomery Canal Forum on Monday 6

th
. 

Michael Limbrey, Chairman of the Montgomery Waterway Restoration Trust 
said, “The Montgomery Canal Forum brought the Making Waves programme 
of events to an end.  Making Waves has highlighted so many aspects of the 
canal over the last four months, with events from Llanymynech to Welshpool 
on the water and the towpath. 

“The Festival itself brought more life and colour to the canalside than we 
have seen for years, with boats coming from far and wide, and several 
thousand visitors joining in the fun.  One day Welshpool's canal will be 
connected to the national waterway 
network, and will be alive with boats coming 
to mid-Wales from across the country.” 

Making Waves was promoted by the 
Montgomery Waterway Restoration Trust 
and supported by the Friends of the 
Montgomery Canal, and the Inland 
Waterways Association’s Shrewsbury, 
District & North Wales branch. 

Making Waves 

Photos courtesy Waterways Images 

mailto:sumbacanal@gmail.com
mailto:dek.owen@networkrail.co.uk
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Collection Boxes 

Aston Locks - Low Water! 

The income from boxes for the first quarter of the new financial year is £408, 
a good start.  There's a pub on a major road which does us proud by 
demanding a donation from the passing travellers who use it as a public 
convenience! 
 

WE STILL NEED A COLLECTOR for the Ellesmere area to take on half-a-
dozen or so boxes.  Please consider whether YOU could do this job --it just 
means visiting the area twice a year and popping into a few pubs and the 
income, although modest, is all valuable to the Society.  Contact Sarah 
Thursfield on 01691 839286 or email me at milseam@btinternet.com if you'd 
like to discuss it. 

On our trip back up the Montgomery Canal at the end of May, boat traffic was 
as usual very light.  We were surprised therefore to find the water levels very 
low between the Aston locks, particularly the lower pound between locks 2 
and 3.  Despite our modest draught of about 24 inches we were ploughing a 
furrow through the bottom of the pound and barely made it into the lock.  
Passage through the upper pound was marginally better and we continued 
on our way. 
 

We reported the low water to the lock keeper at Frankton Locks and found 
that another boater had already said the same and C&RT were planning on 
sending someone to look at it.  A few days later we received a stoppage 
notification stating “A leak has developed within the off side wash wall 
between Aston Locks 1 & 2 on the Montgomery Canal.  Our engineers are 
currently investigating a repair solution that will bring the waterway back into 
use as soon as is practically 
possible.” 
 

The difficulties in the repair, 
the environmental 
considerations, reaching the 
site and more means that the 
canal is still closed at this 
point.  The canal is not 
expected to be reopened 
until September.  We were 
very glad to have got through 
just before the stoppage was 
imposed. 

David Owen-Roberts Aston Locks in 2005 
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Once again the event was blessed with perfect weather and had a fantastic 
turnout.  The boat trips sold out in record time, all the various boats that were 
open for viewing had a steady stream of people taking their first look at the 
inside of a narrowboat and the Crewe & District Model Boat Club did a 
fantastic job of entertaining the lads and dads with their remote control model 
boats. 
 

The dog show run by Nantwich Vets 
brought a wide range of dogs, the crowd 
was entertained by the Funky Choir and 
the Cheshire Constabulary Brass Band 
also played. 
 

The marina extends thanks to all the 
stall holders, Aqueduct staff, and 
attendees who all helped make a great 
day.  Over £2,000 was raised for 
Crohn’s and Colitis UK.  Next year’s 
event will be on 24th July 2016. 

  

  

R J MARINER J MARINE  
  

BOAT PAINTING 

ALL ASPECTS OF ENGINEERING 

CALL OUT SERVICE 

ENGINE SERVICE AND INSTALLATIONS 

FIT OUTS AND REFITS (cratches, lockers, etc) 

SAFETY AND COMPLIANCE WORK 

 

Telephone 01270 619426 and ask for Joan 

Mobile    07849 039661 

Email   joan.adair@btconnect.com 

Aqueduct Marina Open Day 

An entry for the Veteran Class in the dog show... 

mailto:milseam@btinternet.com
mailto:joan.adair@btconnect.com


 

Cuttings Autumn 2015 Page 20 

Well, I liked the marmalade…! 

After many years on the briny, a few 
years ago Ann and I bought a 
narrowboat.  By some happy chance it 
happened to be ‘on the Shroppie’ – 
actually at Swanley.  Take it home we 
thought… but no, much better here!  So 
we stayed and discovered SUCS “I 
wonder what a ‘Lock Wind’ is?”  We went 
to find out, discovered the marmalade, 
and the cake! 
 

This year, having advanced our 
commitment a bit beyond enjoying the 

produce, we found ourselves ‘night watchmen’ for the May Lock Wind.  
Fortunately we had no unwelcome nocturnal visitors! 
  

It’s a curious business.  On the one hand one feels a bit like Dick Turpin – pass 
through this lock in safety and/or give us your ransom!  The great majority of 
boaters, to our great relief, don’t see it like this.  The widespread evidence of 
SUCS’s endeavours has mightily impressed them.  They may have read in the 
waterways press that our efforts are held up as an exemplar of what can be 
done in the era of volunteering!  In any case, whatever their reason, most of 
them give generously.  One has to respect the odd one who says “leave me 
alone, if I want to sink the boat, I’ll do it myself” and give even greater respect 
to the single-hander whose well rehearsed early-bird routine is demonstrated 
before most folk have crept out of their sleeping-bags.  
 

As Lock Winds go, and they have being going for a long time, this one broke 
no records.  However, the income generated will be significant in the on-going 
struggle to improve and extend the Shropshire Union Canal network – the 
pearl in the waterways crown!  Details below. 
 

The waterways press and the blogs one reads sometimes belittle the people 
who hire boats.  Let it be known that the lock wind experience confirmed that a 
good many hirers are very experienced and that others who are new to the 
game are agog to learn and avoid embarrassing mistakes.  Manning a Lock 
Wind is altogether an educative and rewarding experience!  One meets a 
variety of people and enjoys the encounters, sharing camaraderie in varied 
tasks and equally varied weather (as one might expect on Bank Holiday 
weekends!) 
 

Anne Lindop led the team whose dedication and commitment, experience and 
wisdom we continue to discover.  We, and they, get older… perhaps you could 
help with new ideas and even more profitable endeavours!  
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May Lock Wind 2015, facts and figures 
Volunteer hours logged: Thursday May 21st (preparation day) 58.75hrs. 
Friday May 22nd 77.50 hrs  Boats 37 Sales £191 Donations £65.15 
Saturday May 23rd 96.00 hrs Boats 63 Sales £242.94 Donations £181.68 
Sunday May 24th 131.50 hrs Boats 52 Sales £305.10 Donations £81.53 
Monday May 25th 121.25 hrs  Boats 58 Sales £303.02 Donations £59.95 
 

The hours were given by a total of 25 people, some coming for a day, some 
for the duration.  Roger from C&RT, indefatigable as always, helped on 
Thursday and Wendy Capelle visited in the worst of the weather to thank and 
compliment the Society. 

 

Donations added up to £388.31 and sales to £1,042.06, together making a 
very welcome contribution to the Society’s funds of £1430.37.  
 

Thanks to everyone who helped and everyone who contributed! 
 

John Bannister 

History of Wappenshall Wharf 

In the Spring 2014 issue of Cuttings we published an article on the Funding 
bids to restore the warehouses at Wappenshall.  This, and similar articles in 
other magazines, did attract some criticism of the accuracy of the historical 
details. 
 

David Adams, with assistance from canal historian Peter Brown who has 
checked it carefully, has written a definitive history of the Wappenshall 
Warehouses.  Hopefully the detailed account which follows will allay any 
further criticism. 
 

The Definitive History of Wappenshall Wharf 
 

The Shrewsbury & Newport Canals Trust is actively attempting to raise funds 
for the restoration of the warehouses on this canal wharfage site; it is 
therefore timely and appropriate that a definitive history of the wharfage is 
produced. 

http://cms.snct.co.uk/


 

Cuttings Autumn 2015 Page 22 

Following the dissolution of Lilleshall Abbey in 1538 its lands were passed 
from the Crown to the care of William Cavendish, the following year 1539 
being granted to Sir James Leveson.  The Levesons were prosperous wool 
merchants from Willenhall near Wolverhampton.  His descendant John 
became Earl Gower and Viscount Trentham in 1746, but it was his son 
Granville Leveson Gower, the 2nd Earl Gower 1721-1803 who greatly 
expanded the agricultural and mineral resources of his Lilleshall estate.  
When his sister married the Duke of Bridgewater he took a great interest and 
became a shareholder in his brother in law’s famous canal.  This only served 
to make him realise the potential of transport on his own estate.  Thus with 
the brother’s Thomas & John Gilbert he formed the Lilleshall Partnership in 
1764.  The brothers were sons of a limestone mine owner, Thomas was 
Principal Agent to Bridgewater in addition to being a barrister and M.P. while 
John was agent for the Worsley Estates, an engineer and with the canal 
engineer James Brindley was a member of the Bridgewater Partnership.  All 
previous leases were foreclosed and the Lilleshall Partnership set out to 
restructure the lime, coal and iron mines and the various works.  Vital to this 
was the construction of the Donnington Wood Canal, one of the earliest to be 
built in the industrial age, this connected the limestone mines of Lilleshall and 
later Church Aston to the Lodge furnaces in Donnington Wood to provide an 
easier means of transport.  In 1786 Lord Gower was created 1st Marquis of 
Stafford, which gave an alternative name to the new canal.  Following its 
construction and with financial help from Lord Gower the canal system spread 
throughout what is now Telford and eventually connected via the Hay inclined 
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plane to Coalport by the River Severn, goods being transhipped to Severn 
trows and thence to the Bristol Estuary and the sea.  Coal transport from the 
area to the County town being difficult, in 1790 George Young was employed 
to survey a route from Trench to Shrewsbury, the canal Act being passed in 
1793.  Josiah Clowes was appointed engineer in January 1794 but he later 
died and was replaced by Thomas Telford in 1795.  The latter in conjunction 
with William Reynolds the ironmaster designed and built the Longden 
aqueduct across the River Tern, the canal opening in 1797.  These were tub 
boat canals using wooden (and occasionally iron) box shaped boats 20ft long 
by 6ft wide, by 3ft deep, (5.9 x 1.9 x 1 metres) carrying about five tons. 

 

 With the deaths of the Gilberts the Lilleshall Partnership was dissolved and 
the Lilleshall Company was founded by Lord Granville Leveson Gower and 
the local ironmasters in 1802.  The Scotsman James Loch 1780-1855 was 
appointed Agent to the family Estates in 1812.  In 1826 the Act was passed 
for the construction of the Birmingham & Liverpool Junction Canal between 
Autherley Junction (near Wolverhampton) and Nantwich.  The following year 
approval was given for its branch from Norbury Junction via Newport to meet 
the Shrewsbury Canal at Wappenshall.  William Provis, who carried out the 
surveys on behalf of Thomas Telford, liaised with James Loch concerning the 
optimum route.  Loch of course wanting the canal to serve as much of the 
estates of Lord Gower as possible.  Provis was appointed as the contractor 
for the branch in 1829.  Completion was delayed, mainly because of 
problems on the main line building the Shelmore embankment and its 
constant slippages.  The section from Wappenshall Junction to Newport 
opened on 22nd January 1835 and the rest of the branch up to Norbury 
Junction, together with the main line on 2nd March the same year.  In 
preparation for the connection to the 
national canal network, the Shrewsbury 
Canal widened the two locks at Eyton-
upon-the-Weald Moors so that full size 
narrowboats could work through to 
Shrewsbury.  The nine locks between 
Wappenshall and Trench were never 
widened.  After his death in 1834, Telford’s 
work as engineer was continued by his 
deputy Alexander Easton.  Thus the 
isolated Shropshire canals were finally 
connected to the national canal system.  
George Granville Leveson Gower had 
become the 1st Duke of Sutherland shortly 
before his death in 1833. 
 
 

 
 

David Adams  To be continued in the next issue of Cuttings. 

Arms of the 1st Duke of 
Sutherland 
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Book Review 
Pontcysyllte Aqueduct and Canal, 
World Heritage Site 
 

By Peter Wakelin, published by the 
Canal & River Trust in partnership 
with the Royal Commission on the 
Ancient and Historical Monuments 
of Wales with the support of Visit 
Wales and Cadw.  
 

Constructed between 1796 and 
1805, the Pontcysyllte Aqueduct is 
a grade one listed building and a 
scheduled ancient monument that 
forms the centrepiece of the 11 mile 
World Heritage Site.  This 
fascinating book is for anyone 
interested in the history of the 
aqueduct and/or who would like to 
explore the area around it.  Written 
by historian Peter Wakelin, the first 
half of the book examines how and 
why the aqueduct and canal were 
built.  Bearing in mind the aqueduct 
was constructed over 200 years ago it looks at how the structure was 
designed and built at a time when the world had seen nothing like it. 
 

The text is very readable and illustrates how the canal and aqueduct 
influenced the Industrial Revolution.  There are many illustrations, both 
contemporary and historical, showing how the canal was designed and how it 
fitted into the landscape, both then and now. 
 

The second half of the book comprises a series of ten guides to short walks 
visiting places of particular interest within the Heritage Site.  Some 118 points 
of interest are noted with a number of photographs and diagrams, including 
detailed easy-to-follow maps.  The book is printed on robust paper which is 
water-resistant and stitch-bound so it should survive the rigours of being 
carried regularly. 
 

The book is also interspersed with special features devoted to a range of 
topics including key figures such as engineers Thomas Telford and William 
Jessop, canal navvies, boat people, wildlife and other nearby World Heritage 
sites.  Maps, diagrams, historical photographs and paintings as well as 

Pontcysyllte Aqueduct and Canal 
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RICHARD POTTER LTD 
 

Supplier of Quality Hardwoods, Softwoods and Sheet Materials to 

many Narrowboat Owners 

 

We always have large stocks of veneered and marine plywood together 

with extensive stocks of other sheets, hardwoods, etc. 

We offer a full cutting to size and machining service. 

Local delivery service. 

 

Millstone Lane, Nantwich, Cheshire CW5 5PN 

Telephone 01270 625791 Fax 01270 610483 

 

Monday - Friday 8:00 am to 5:00 pm 

Saturday 8:30 am to 4:30 pm 

Sunday (stock and shop sales only) 10:00 am to 1:00 pm  

 

Website address www.fortimber.demon.co.uk 

E-mail richardpotter@fortimber.demon.co.uk 

CJ C Edwards Brickworks workers  
Photo courtesy Canal & River 

Trust 

striking reconstruction images all help to illustrate the text and bring this 
unique canal story to life. 
 

The book is published separately in English and Welsh, and for readers of 
the former there is a helpful guide to the pronunciation of the aqueduct, ‘ 
pont-cuss-ull-teh’, meaning ‘the bridge that joins’. 
 

The book, priced at £9.99,  is available from most chandlers, many 
bookshops or by post.  Please send cheque for £12.50 (includes post and 
packing), payable to Canal & River Trust, addressed to Jenny Rogers, 
National Waterway Museum, South Pier Road, Ellesmere Port, CH65 4FW 
with full postal details or email a 
contact number to 
jenny.rogers@canalrivertrust.org.uk 
to purchase by credit card. 
 
David Owen-Roberts 

https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/pontcysyllte-aqueduct-and-visitor-centre
http://www.fortimber.demon.co.uk
mailto:richardpotter@fortimber.demon.co.uk
mailto:jenny.rogers@canalrivertrust.org.uk
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Cheshire Cat Narrowboat Holidays 
 
Hire one of our comfortable, 2 - 8 berth narrowboats 
to explore the beautiful canals of Cheshire, 
Shropshire and North Wales.  Take the trip of a 
lifetime over the world-famous Pontcysyllte Aqueduct, 
visit historic Chester, the Anderton Boat Lift or cruise 
around the Four Counties or Cheshire Rings. 
Based at Overwater Marina, just north of Audlem. 
 

Full tuition given, pets welcome at no extra charge. 
 

www.cheshirecatnarrowboats.co.uk 
Call 07867 790195 for more details. 
 

Cheshire Cat Training 
Narrowboat Handling courses to suit all abilities.  Half
-day basic boat handling, RYA Inland Waterways 
Helmsman and Inland Waterways Crew certificates, 
two day Life Afloat courses. 
 

Phone 07867 790195 for details of our next course. 
 
www.cheshirecattraining.co.uk 

M & L Canal Services 
 

 Boat Safety Scheme Examinations and remedial work 

 Breakdown and Call-out service 

 Engine Servicing and repairs 

 Plumbing and Electrical work 

 LPG gas installations, testing and repairs  

 Gas Safe registered 
 
Call Mark on 07970 384047 
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Stamps Coins & Post Cards 

Pat Wilson 

For a variety of reasons I have not been able to get stamps to my dealer so 
the sum of £122 so far this financial year does not reflect the amount of 
stamps etc sent to me.  We are now back on track and I am awaiting a nice 
cheque soon to send on to our treasurer.  Many thanks to everyone who 
contributed and who I hope will continue to do so. 

 

Special thanks this time to: 

Anon x 2 
J & A Bannister 
R & E Bowlby 
P Bradley 
D Brown 
D & D Comish 
Firth Family 
D & G Hall 
M Handford 
J Harding 
M J Harper 

A & L Helyar Brook 
A M Hetherington 
J & L Jackson 
D Jones 
A Lindop 
C Magner 
C Palin 
J & J Riley 
D & T Sale 
J Scales 
D Shufflebottom 

J Whitehouse 
D & A Williams 
M Wilson 
Australian Canal Soc 
Canal Central 
Cheshire WI 
Highfields Seeds 
IWA/WRG 
NB Nimrod II 

http://www.cheshirecatnarrowboats.co.uk
http://www.cheshirecattraining.co.uk
http://www.swanleybridgemarina.com/
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Partnership Report 

0871 200 8021 
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It was reported in the summer edition of Cuttings that Brenda Harvey had 
taken over the rôle as chair of CRT’s North Wales and Borders Waterway 
Partnership and that new members had been added to the partnership.  Here 
Brenda Harvey provides us with an update. 

 

I took over from Jim Forrester as chair of the North Wales 
and Borders Partnership in November 2014.  He had led the 
preparation of a ten-year partnership strategy that had just 
been published (see https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/media/
library/9445-north-wales-and-borders-strategic-waterway-
plan.pdf  I became Chair just as C&RT was restructuring - 
giving the Waterways teams a stronger customer service 
role and transferring engineering into national teams 
(although engineering staff remain based in local areas).  
C&RT was also introducing a new business planning 
process.  It was therefore certainly a time of change but an ideal time for me 
to join and work with the partnership to support the changes. 
 

The Waterways Partnerships’ rôle is to support the work of C&RT in our 
locality, to ensure that knowledge of our area is taken into the centre and to 
use the expertise of partnership members, and our local friends and 
colleagues in the waterways, to be ‘critical friends’ as C&RT develops its 
ideas and policies for the future.  When I became chair, the North Wales and 
Borders Partnership was one of the smallest nationally and, with three 
members leaving due to personal reasons, we needed more partnership 
members to help deliver the recently agreed strategy.  A highly successful 
advertisement process was conducted and we were able to select some 
outstanding people from a strong field of candidates to join the partnership to 
cover the geographical spread, skills and interests required to support activity 
across the North Wales and Borders area.  Details of the partnership 
members are available on the C&RT website at https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/
north-wales-and-borders-waterways-partnership. 
 

Through C&RT’s new 
business planning process 
we have combined our 
partnership activity with that 
of the Waterways team into 
one integrated plan of 
action.  A key action for the 
partnership members is to 
engage with organisations, 

Partnership Report 

Members of the North Wales & Borders Partnership 

http://www.rivercanalrescue.co.uk/
http://www.canalcontracting.co.uk/
https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/media/library/9445-north-wales-and-borders-strategic-waterway-plan.pdf
https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/media/library/9445-north-wales-and-borders-strategic-waterway-plan.pdf
https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/media/library/9445-north-wales-and-borders-strategic-waterway-plan.pdf
https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/north-wales-and-borders-waterways-partnership
https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/north-wales-and-borders-waterways-partnership


 

Cuttings Autumn 2015 Page 30 

communities and individuals who can support, and benefit from, the 
waterways.  The North Wales and Borders area is diverse in nature and the 
partnership strategy splits it into six character areas.  Members of the 
partnership are now looking at what we can do in each of these areas to 
attract new people to the waterways and work with local authorities, 
companies and other organisations who can support, through financial or 
other means, the ongoing improvement and use of the waterways. 
 

In doing this we wish to build on, not cut across, anything that is happening 
already.  We wish to continue to work with those groups and individuals who 
are already well known to us - we welcome their input and the huge amount 
of voluntary activity that contributes so much to the waterways.  However, we 
also wish to make contact with new individuals and organisations who can 
support and benefit from the waterways. 
 

As well as our prime responsibility for 
communication and engagement, we have a 
number of specific projects in our three-year 
strategy.  These include: 
Waterways Explorers - supporting work with 
schools to encourage greater use and 
understanding of canals; 
The restoration of the Montgomery Canal – 
working alongside the Montgomery Canal 
Partnership to support the restoration and seek 
support from others; 
Trevor Basin and the World Heritage Site – 
work with partners to improve the experience 
for visitors to Trevor Basin and the World 
Heritage Site as a whole. 
Improving access points for small craft to 
the waterways – work with other groups examining this issue to develop an 
agreed list of sites for improvement and seek to secure their delivery; 
Marshall’s Arm River Weaver– work with partners to develop this area as a 
community environmental resource; 
Saltscape River Weaver – supporting the Saltscape project through the 
identification of areas for improvement; 
Natural Health Service – exploring how to facilitate the use of waterways as 
an aid to mental and physical health and fitness; 
Ellesmere Yard – exploring the future use of these valuable historic 
buildings; 
Planning Obligations Strategy – agreeing with local groups the physical 
improvements required along the waterways and promoting these to local 
planning authorities; 
Angling Taster Days – work with local angling clubs and the C&RT national 
team to develop opportunities for people to try angling. 

Members of the North Wales 

and Borders Partnership on a 

visit to Welshpool 
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SNCT Dinghy Dawdle 

On Saturday 27 June a small band of Shrewsbury & Newport Canals Trust 
enthusiasts gathered at the Black Shed in Newport, for the second year 
running, to boat along the Newport Canal, manhandling the boats around 
locks.  At the same to time they planned an organised litter pick on the bank. 
 

The parts of the Newport Canal that are in water are a Site of Special 
Scientific Interest, so permission for the trip had to be obtained from Natural 
England (NE).  NE agreed but limited their approval to just five boats so as 
not to disturb the  environment. 
 

The five canoes set off eastwards towards the A41 and, almost immediately, 
discovered a large doll floating in the canal.  It was promptly given a home in 
the floating “litter lighter” being towed behind one of the boats.  The 
equivalent of about 8 bin bags of rubbish were collected, mainly bottles and 
cans and packets.  The biggest items were some upholstered chairs which 
had to be dragged out with great difficulty. 
 

After returning to the Black Shed some of the boats set off westwards, where 
there was less rubbish, for a chance to admire the magnificent lilies growing 
at that end.  It was fantastic to 
see boats on the canal again 
and many local residents 
commented on seeing them 
and the good work done. 

 

This is a big programme, particularly as the partnership are volunteers with 
other commitments, but we are trying to build a realistic timetable for working 
through these projects with local groups and the C&RT staff. 
 

On 6th November 2015 the partnership will be reporting back in a public 
forum about what has happened in this first delivery year for the new strategy 
(see page 5).  This will be part of a major celebration event for the canals of 
North Wales and the Borders and it will be an opportunity for everyone to 
input their ideas on what should happen in the future.  Readers of Cuttings 
are invited to attend.  Please come along, say hello and contribute your 
ideas. 
 

Brenda Harvey 

Dragging out a chair. 

 

Photo courtesy  
Richard Knisely-Marpole 
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Joan Byrne 

We are sad to report the sudden death at 71 of Joan Byrne; she had only 
been taken ill that morning.  Those members who were involved with the 
restoration of the Montgomery Canal in the early days will remember Joan 
working with husband Tony restoring the Welshpool Town Lock and later 
some locks on the Prince of Wales section. 

 

Joan and Tony walked and photographed in sections the whole unrestored 
Montgomery Canal and their album was used to help achieve support from 
the Prince of Wales and financial contribution from the Variety Club of Great 
Britain. 
 

I and some other SUCS members attended the Service of Thanksgiving for 
her life at Broseley Church where she worshiped regularly.  Mention was 
made of her long involvement with SUCS and her and Tony’s canal boating.  
She was for many years a leading member of the local Flower Club and a 
great supporter of the Wurlitzer organ concerts run by Tony at the Butter 
Market in Shrewsbury. 
 

I have many happy memories of restoration work parties with Joan and send 
our sympathies to Tony and family on their loss. 
 

Pat Wilson 

Whitchurch Boat Gathering 2015 

The 2015 Whitchurch Gathering of Boats will be held on 5
th
 & 6

th
 September 

in its usual location, the Whitchurch Arm at Chemistry.  Entry is free for 
visitors with free car-parking available nearby.  Boats can be entered for a fee 
of £12.50 with a social evening including a meal for an additional £6.50.  
Boats are welcome to trade for an additional fee and stall holders are also 
welcome with a reduced fee for charities and societies. 
 

This is a popular and colourful 
event and all are welcome to come 
along and see the decorated stalls 
and boats.  Further details are 
available from the website, 
whitchurchwaterway.uk/Boat-Rally 
where entry forms can be 
downloaded.  Alternatively ring 
Lindsay Green on 01948 
662779/07968 339335 or email 
wwt@mybtinternet.com 
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http://www.nantwichmarina.co.uk/
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Restoration Work Party July 2015 

The restoration of the Pryces 
Bridge to Crickheath section has 
started!  The weekend saw a 
considerable amount of progress 
with the result that the short section 
south of Pryces Bridge does begin 
to resemble a canal again. 

 

The work party came at the end of 
the 60-day period of newt trapping 
and relocation of the newts within 
the newt fences by C&RT.  Some 
seventy Great Crested Newts were 

captured and re-homed, together with a number of smooth newts and 
numerous frogs, toads and other creatures.  The Society would like to record 
its gratitude to Steve, Sara and Stuart, the three C&RT ecologists whose 
early morning visits to the traps, and help at work parties, has ensured a 
successful conclusion to the newt exclusion process. 

 

Fourteen volunteers worked a full day on the Friday assisting the ecologists 
in a newt search and vegetation clearance on the grassed area of the offside 
bank.  Saturday dawned and the clearance/search operations transferred to 
the overgrown channel after the pumping gang had removed the standing 
water in the channel.  By the end of the day the whole of the channel section 
between the clay bund and the middle newt fence had had ‘the treatment’.  
Also on Saturday some large trees were felled and the stumps were removed 
by the 8-tonner.  The timber was stockpiled ready for later use for the 
construction of newt hibernation structures.  Other work on the compound 
and the channel completed a busy day. 

 

The ground breaking moment (in both senses of the phrase) took place early 
on Sunday morning when the 8-
tonner started the site strip and 
cleared the vegetation from most of 
the channel sides and base.  
Meanwhile the vegetation clearance 
gang stoically pressed on with their 
strimmers and rakes to finish the 
clearance of the other half of the 
site.  The three days of work 
made… well… quite a difference to 
the appearance of the site. 

View from Pryces Bridge on Friday morning 

View towards Pryces Bridge on Sunday 
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Tel: 01270 525 040  E-Mail: info@aqueductmarina.co.uk 
Church Minshull Aqueduct Marina, The Outlanes, Church Minshull, Nantwich, Cheshire  

CW5 6DX 

You can find us on... 

Marina, Brokerage, Chandlery & Café – Open 7 Days A Week 

www.aqueductmarina.co.uk 

Joinery and deck boards 

Shotblasting and 

blacking 

Full repaints 
Stern gear 

Hulls steam cleaned and anodes fitted 

Signwriting 

Contact Aqueduct 
Marina Reception for 
more information on 
all our services.: -
01270 525040 
info@aqueductmarina
.co.uk 

Engine 
repairs and 
servicing 

Engines fitted and 
serviced 

Overplating and fabrication 
work 

Brokerage and Chandlery 

10% OFF AT THE GALLEY 
FOR ALL CUTTINGS 
READERS - conditions apply.  
Please telephone for details. 

Monthly 
Social 
Nights at 
The Galley 

http://www.aqueductmarina.co.uk
mailto:info@aqueductmarina.co.uk
mailto:info@aqueductmarina.co.uk
http://www.aqueductmarina.co.uk/galley
http://www.aqueductmarina.co.uk/galley


 

Cuttings Autumn 2015 Page 36 

Audlem Boat Gathering 2015 

The annual Gathering of Historic Boats at Audlem was a great success again 
this year, in spite of continuous rain for much of the Sunday.  A large number 
of visitors came to see the 38 boats spread over the three pounds of the 
Audlem flight – they ranged in age from the 1880s to 1960.  Many visitors 
saw the book launch alongside Saturn of the account of fly-boating on the 
Shropshire Union system by 
the late Jack Roberts from 
about 1905-1921, when fly-
boating ended*.  Many 
members of his family 
attended.  There will be a 
longer report, with 
photographs, in the next 
issue of Cuttings. 
 

Peter Silvester 
 

Photo © Bob Jervis 
* Reviewed next issue. 
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Abridged Financial Report 

The Shropshire Union Canal Society Limited 
Notes on the Abridged Financial Report for the year ended 31 March 2015 
 

An article summarising the Society’s financial activities for the year ended 31 
March 2015 was published in the Spring edition of “Cuttings” and is a fair 
summary of the past financial year.  A full version of this Financial Report is 
available in downloadable form on the Society’s website or in paper from the 
Treasurer on receipt of a stamped, addressed C4 or C5 envelope.  The 
formal report meets the statutory requirements of both the Companies Acts 
and the Charities Commission and includes our accountant’s comments 
following his examination of the Society’s accounts.  This short note is 
intended to help set the annual report in context but, if any member has a 
question or seeks to clarify a particular item, please get in touch with me and 
I will try to resolve the question before the AGM. 
 

Two years ago the Society compiled an in-depth analysis of our future 
finances so as to be able to offer the maximum support for the C&RT 
planned grant application for the next stage of restoration of The Monty.  This 
analysis remains sound and we remain committed to our part in the grant 
application; this commitment is illustrated through the Designated Fund.  
 

The Society again has enjoyed a moderately successful year despite the 
problem of newts which has delayed restoration work south of Pryces Bridge.  
Hopefully this issue is now resolved and we can return to that length.  The 
impact of this delay is much reduced expenditure on the Monty which, in 
itself, explains the financial reversal from significant excess expenditure to a 
comfortable surplus of just over £9,400 
 

Our thanks go to all who have made any sort of contribution during this year 
and we look forward to the continuing success of the Society. 
 

Ian Hendley 
Treasurer 

 

 
 

1. COUNCIL MEMBERSHIP AT 31st MARCH 2015 
 

Council members as at 31 March 2015 were: 
 

 R BESWICK F BARRETT D CARTER 
 R HAMP I HENDLEY P JAMES 
 Mrs A LINDOP J MYERS T O’BRIEN 
 P RICHARDS P TOLSTER  G WHITEHURST 
 Mrs P WILSON 
 

Report of the Council of Management 

YEAR ENDED 31st MARCH 2015 

http://www.overwatermarina.co.uk/


 

Cuttings Autumn 2015 Page 38 

Since the Society’s last report P Tolster was elected on 8 November 2014, M 
Friend completed his term and L Andrews resigned as Council Members on 
8 November 2014 and 5 January 2015 respectively; R Beswick was co-opted 
during the year (appointed 11 November 2014).  The Society’s Secretary is 
Mr G Whitehurst. 
 

2. ACTIVITIES 
 

The Society is committed to ensuring that the Shropshire Union Canal 
System, covering the Llangollen and Montgomery Canals as well as the 
Shropshire Union Canal itself, is maintained and enhanced for the benefit of 
all users and visitors.  When planning our activities for the year, the Society 
has considered the Charity Commission’s guidance on public benefit. 
 

The advent of the Canal & River Trust’s own volunteer workforce has seen 
the demise of the Society’s involvement in small maintenance tasks and a 
step back from active involvement in new enhancement projects.  Rather the 
Society seeks to influence and encourage the new organisation to direct its 
efforts to the benefit of all users through the maintenance of facilities such as 
visitor moorings, seats and picnic tables throughout the Shropshire Union 
Canal system.  
 

Our focus has remained centred upon financial and physical assistance 
towards the restoration of the Montgomery Canal south of Redwith Bridge.  
The length between Redwith and Pryces Bridge was completed and re-
watered in 2014 and our efforts are centred on a short length of the canal 
immediately south of Pryces Bridge which, when restored, will dovetail into 
the anticipated much larger HLF funded project taking restoration through to 
Crickheath.  We have occupied a new work base but a proper start on 
restoration has been delayed by the presence of a colony of Great Crested 
Newts.  Following conservation efforts, we now hope to start this new work 
later in 2015. 

 

The winter months of this financial year have again seen hedge-laying work 
parties on the Montgomery Canal.  The Society is involved with and supports 
a number of sister organisations within our geographical area of activity. 
 

Public attention remains focused away from the inland waterways although 
the Society has stabilised in its more focused role with donations from 
members and the general public and contributions from the Canal & River 
Trust remaining buoyant.  The Canal & River Trust contributions are for 
specific restoration activities and some donations are also given for specific 
purposes. 
 

In a complete reversal from the last financial year, income exceeded 
expenditure by £9419 and results from our reduced restoration work on the 
Montgomery Canal. 
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3. LEGAL & ADMINISTRATIVE INFORMATION 
 

The Society is a registered Charity no. 245875 and is a company limited by 
guarantee, registered in England and Wales number 1069860.  The governing 
document is a memorandum and articles of association; all attributable 
activities of the Society are approved by a Council whose members 
(Trustees), listed at item 1 above, are identified by their interest, life and 
career skills.  They are appointed by nomination at the A.G.M., or can be co-
opted by Council during the year and their initial induction utilises the 
Charities Commission leaflet CC3.  Where appropriate, specialist training 
(Skill Accreditation, Health and Safety, First Aid) is provided for those taking 
part in Society activities.  
 

The registered office is located with our Accountants: Hall Livesey Brown, 5 
Claremont Bank, Shrewsbury, Shropshire SY1 1RW. 
 

The Charity’s bankers are the National Westminster Bank plc and HSBC. 
 

The bulk of the Society’s funds are held with The CCLA Investment 
Management Limited - The COIF Charities Deposit Fund. 
 

4. TRUSTEES RESPONSIBILITES 
 

The Trustees (who are also directors of The Shropshire Union Canal Society 
Limited for the purposes of company law) are responsible for preparing the 
Trustees’ Annual Report and the financial statements in accordance with 
applicable law and United Kingdom Accounting Standards (United Kingdom 
Generally Accepted Accounting Practice). 
 

Company law requires the Trustees to prepare financial statements for each 
financial year, which give a true and fair view of the state of affairs of the 
charitable company and of the incoming resources and application of 
resources, including the income and expenditure, of the charitable company 
for that period.  In preparing these financial statements, the Trustees are 
required to: 

 

 select suitable accounting policies and then apply them consistently; 

 observe the methods and principles in the Charities SORP; 

 make judgements and estimates that are reasonable and prudent; 

 state whether applicable UK Accounting Standards have been followed, 
subject to any material departures disclosed and explained in the 
financial statements; 

 prepare the financial statements on the going concern basis unless it is 
inappropriate to presume that the charitable company will continue in 
operation. 

 

The Trustees are responsible for keeping adequate accounting records that 
disclose with reasonable accuracy at any time the financial position of the 
charitable company and enable them to ensure that the 
financial statements comply with the Companies Act 2006.  
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They are also responsible for safeguarding the assets of the charitable 
company and hence for taking reasonable steps for the prevention and 
detection of fraud and other irregularities. 
 

The Trustees are responsible for the maintenance and integrity of the 
corporate and financial information included on the charitable company’s 
website.  Legislation in the United Kingdom governing the preparation and 
dissemination of financial statements may differ from legislation in other 
jurisdictions. 
 

5. INVESTMENT POWERS 
 

The memorandum gives the Trustees powers to invest or deal in the funds 
of the Society, not immediately required for its purposes, in such manner as 
in the discretion of the Society may be determined. 
 

6. POLICIES OF THE CHARITY 
 

Reserves 
The Operating Reserve created in 2012 to cover 2 years activity remains 
unchanged.  This designation is in addition to such reserves as they 
consider necessary to meet forthcoming obligations and commitments: 
 

Operating Costs £ 17533 
Events and Activities £   9980 
Training £   4487 Total Reserve: £ 32000 
 

Investments 
The charity operates a low risk investment policy to safeguard its cash 
holdings. 
 

Risks 
The Trustees have identified the major risks to which the Charity is exposed.  
A formal Health and Safety Policy document has been approved.  The risks 
and policy are regularly reviewed and action taken to mitigate exposure and 
revise the policy.  In addition, the Trustees are careful to provide adequate 
insurance cover for both public and employees (volunteers) liabilities. 
 

Grants 
Grants are only made towards projects on the Shropshire Union System of 
Canals – as specified in the Articles of Association.  The Trustees generally 
seek to make grants to generate further funding, whether this is to release 
funds available from other agencies or as an incentive to encourage grants 
from other sources. 
 

7. TRANSFER TO RESERVES 
 

No transfers between Funds from the Designated Fund have been made for 
this year. 
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8. ACCOUNTANTS 
 

In accordance with the company’s articles, a resolution proposing the re-
appointment of Messrs Hall, Livesey, Brown, as Accountants to the Company 
was put to the Annual General Meeting.  
 

This report was approved by the Council on 14 July 2015 taking advantage of 
the special provisions available to small companies within Part 15 of the 
Companies Act 2006. 
 

INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT 
 

YEAR ENDED 31st MARCH 2015 
 

  2015 2014 
 

INCOME  33098 41892 
 

EXPENDITURE  (24382) (79550) 
  _____ _____ 

OPERATING SURPLUS  8716 (37658) 
 

Interest Receivable  703 765 
  _____ _____ 
Excess of Income over Expenditure before Taxation 9419 (36893) 

 

Taxation  - - 
  _____ _____ 
Surplus for the Year  9419 (36893) 
 

Revenue Reserve as at 1 April 2014 183392 220285 
  ---------- ------- 
Revenue Reserve as at 31 March 2015 192811 183392 
  ====== ====== 
There were no recognised gains or losses other than those included in the 
income and expenditure account. 
 

THE SHROPSHIRE UNION CANAL SOCIETY LIMITED 
 

BALANCE SHEET AS AT 31ST MARCH 2015 
 

  2015 2014 
 

TANGIBLE FIXED ASSETS  4499 124 
 

CURRENT ASSETS 
 

Stock  746 899 
Debtors  918 1273 
Cash at Bank (Charity Deposit Fund) 173678 158982 
Cash at Bank and in hand  23330 198672 32474 193628 
  _____________________________________ ___________ ___________________ 

 203171  193752 
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BALANCE SHEET AS AT 31ST MARCH 2015 continued: 

 

  2015 2014 
CREDITORS:  
amounts falling due within one year:  1700  2300 
 

TOTAL ASSETS LESS CURRENT LIABILITIES 201471 191452 
 

CREDITORS: amounts falling due after 
more than one year:  8660 8060 
  ---------- ---------- 
  192811 183392 
  ====== ====== 
 

FUNDS:  
Restricted Funds  10500 11100 
Unrestricted: 
 Designated  132000 132000 
 General  50311 40292 
  ---------- ----------
  192811 183392 
  ====== ====== 
 

For the financial year ended 31 March 2015 the company was entitled to 
exemption from audit under section 477 Companies Act 2006.  No member of 
the company has deposited a notice, pursuant to section 476, requiring an 
audit of these financial statements under the requirements of the Companies 
Act 2006. 
 

The Trustees acknowledge their responsibility for ensuring that the company 
keeps accounting records which comply with section 386 of the Act and for 
preparing financial statements which give true and fair view of the state of 
affairs of the company as at the end of the financial year and of its surplus or 
deficit for the financial year in accordance with the requirements of sections 
394 and 395 and which otherwise comply with the requirements of the 
Companies Act 2006 relating to accounts, so far as applicable to the 
company. 
 

These financial statements have been prepared in accordance with the 
provisions applicable to companies subject to the small companies regime 
within Part 15 of the Companies Act 2006 and with the Financial Reporting 
Standard for Smaller Entities (effective April 2008). 
 

Approved by the Board of Trustees for issue on 15 July 2015. 
 

I HENDLEY – TRUSTEE 
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Chas Hardern Boats Ltd Chas Hardern Boats Ltd est 1972 

 

Family run 2 - 6 berth warm and comfortable narrowboats for hire.  All year 

cruising.  Short breaks generally available.  Dog friendly.  Excellent tuition.  

 

Services on site: diesel, gas, pump-out, gift shop. 

 

Also: Gas Safe engineer, 24hr breakdown service.  40 years experience with 

all engine and internal boat repairs. 

 

Members of IWA, BMF, APCO, FSB  Hireboat  handover external audit  

 

T: 01829 732595 E-mail: Chasboats@aol.com Web: www.chashardern.co.uk 

  

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Chas-Hardern-Boats/239576126090656?ref=ts&fref=ts
mailto:chasboats@aol.com
http://www.chashardern.co.uk
http://www.audlemmill.co.uk/
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5 & 6 September  Whitchurch Gathering of Boats (see page 32) 
12 & 13 September Heritage Weekend at Ellesmere Yard (see p 15) 
9—11 October  Beer Festival at Waterways Museum, Ellesmere Port 
29 November  Christmas Fair, Aqueduct Marina 
5 December  SUCS AGM, Llanymynech Village Hall (see p 46) 
12 December  Christmas Concert, Waterways Museum, E. P. 

Dates for your Diary 

Work Party Dates for 2015 

5/6 September 2015 
3/4 October 2015 
7/8 November 2015 

 

For more information contact: 
David Carter 01244 661440, 
E-mail: dcartersucs@hotmail.co.uk 

SUCS Publicity Stands 

The Society tries to attend as many public events as possible.  In recent 
weeks Pat Wilson has taken the SUCS stand to the Aqueduct Marina Open 
Day and the Making Waves weekend event in Welshpool.  Pat would 
welcome all help with these events so please spare an hour or so to help.. 
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Copy Deadlines 

There are four issues of Cuttings per year, published in June, September, 
December and March.  The copy deadline is 1st of the previous month, i.e.   
1 May, 1 August, 1 November and 1 February.  COPY WILL NOT BE 
ACCEPTED AFTER THESE DATES. 

Cuttings Editors David and Chris Owen-Roberts 01270 567492 
 35 Woodnoth Drive, Shavington, Cheshire CW2 5BW 
 E-mail: sucuttings@btinternet.com 
 

The views expressed in Cuttings are not necessarily those of the Shropshire 
Union Canal Society. 

Contacting Cuttings 

Articles for Cuttings 

We are always pleased to receive contributions for Cuttings.  Text, photos 
etc. can be sent by post or by e-mail.  If you are ‘no good at the words’ 
simply send us the basis of your idea with all the relevant details and we will 
gladly put an article together for you. 

 

BOAT SAFETY CERTIFICATES 
 

competitive rates 
 

10% discount for SUCS members! 

ALL BORDER COUNTIES WATERWAYS COVERED 

NEAL DODD MABSE 
 
 

01686 630250 (evenings) 

BSS Authorised Examiner 
 

 

 

wharfhouse@yahoo.co.uk 

http://www.hackgreen.co.uk/
mailto:dcartersucs@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:sucuttings@btinternet.com
mailto:wharfhouse@yahoo.co.uk
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Advertising in Cuttings 

The advertising rates are: 

 

Half page:  £75.00 for one year (four issues) 
Full page:  £125.00 for one year (four issues) 

 

There is a 10% discount for Commercial Members.  Adverts can start in any 
issue and will be invoiced annually.  
 
To find out more please contact Advertising Manager, Roger Beswick on 
01244 332553, fax 01244 330122 or e-mail haslemere@chester50.plus.com. 

Discounts from our Advertisers 

The following advertisers are offering discounts to members:  Boat Safety 
Examiner Neal Dodd, RCR and Alvechurch Boat Centres Wrenbury.  Church 
Minshull Aqueduct Marina are offering discounts in their café. 

Please Support our Advertisers 

Mention that you saw their advert in Cuttings. 

Recycling for SUCS 

Peter James  (01743 364100, 71 Washford Road, Shrewsbury SY3 9HW) 
recycles printer cartridges and mobile phones for the Society.  If it is easier, 
you may still drop any cartridges in with Pat Wilson at Rincop, Wardle and 
she will deliver them to Peter.  Keep them coming!  Every little helps. 

Annual General Meeting 2015 

The Annual General Meeting of the Shropshire Union Canal Society Limited 
will take place at Llanymynech Village Hall, Station Road, Llanymynech, 
SY22 6EE on Saturday 5th December 2015 at 15:00 hrs. 
 

After the meeting there will be a speaker; Brenda Harvey, Chair of C&RT’s 
North Wales and Borders Waterways Partnership. 
 

The form for nomination of trustees will be available on the website.  Forms 
must be submitted by 20 November.  The agenda, including details of 
nominees, will be available on the website from about 27 November. 
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Application for Membership or Membership Renewal of 

the Shropshire Union Canal Society 

I hereby apply for election as a member of the above Society and agree to 
abide by the rules of the Society.  I enclose my remittance for ………………..* 
being my subscription for the year ended 30 June 201… 
 
 
Signed  …………………………………………………..   Date  ………………….. 
PLEASE PRINT IN BLOCK CAPITALS 
 
 
Name  ………………………………………………… (Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms/Dr/Rev) 
 
 
Address  ……………………………………………………………………………… 
 
 
……………………………………………………………...Post Code  …………… 
 
 
Telephone  ……………………………  E-mail  …………………………………… 
Single, Joint, Family: £10  Juniors under 18: £5  Life Membership £200 
If you are applying for Junior Membership please state your age here ………. 
 

Membership Number (for renewals)  ……………………………………………… 
If you are a United Kingdom tax payer please sign the Gift Aid declaration 
below to enable the Society to reclaim the tax paid on your donations 
(including subscriptions). 
 

Name of Society: The Shropshire Union Canal Society 
I want the charity to treat all donations I have made over the last four years 
and all donations I make hereafter as Gift Aid donations. 
 
Signature  ……………………………………………………..  Date …………….. 
 If it is more convenient for you and helps the Society if you pay by Standing 
Order or direct transfer.  Please ask for the appropriate form or set it up with 
your bank using National Westminster Bank Sort Code 55-50-05, account 
number 01630962 and give your membership number or post code as the 
identifying reference.  If you pay automatically PLEASE LET THE 
MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY KNOW.  Please send completed forms to: Ian 
Hendley, Membership Secretary, 28 Millfield Drive, Market Drayton, TF9 
1HS. Telephone: 01630 656525  E-mail: sucsmemsec@btinternet.com 

 

Tick here if you have paid by Standing Order or Direct Transfer 
 
Tick here if you are happy to receive Cuttings by e-mail 

 

 

mailto:haslemere@chester50.plus.com
mailto:sucsmemsec@btinternet.com
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http://www.alvechurch.com/

