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Editorial 

Trustees’ Report 

With the nights drawing in, the boating season coming to an end and the 
society’s AGM fast approaching, perhaps this is an opportunity to reassess 
the society’s progress over the last twelve months. 

 

We wholeheartedly support the ongoing enhancement works carried out by 

Welcome to the Winter 2015 edition of Cuttings.  As always, we hope you 
find it a good read. 
 

This season we highlight the restoration of the Nantwich Aqueduct and 
progress on both the Montgomery Canal and Shrewsbury and Newport 
Canals.  A lot of hard work goes into all the projects, both before and during 
the works.  Much of the initial work is unseen, taking place before work can 
start, and volunteers are involved at almost every stage, even if the final 
project is delivered by professionals (as in the case of Nantwich Aqueduct).  
Work is now in progress to put funding together in the hope of restoring the 
Stretton Aqueduct to the same standard as the Nantwich one.  Common to all 
these works at all stages is the need for volunteers.  Volunteers are needed 
to help put the finances together, to organise fundraising events, operate 
diggers and dumpers, clear channels, point brickwork, make the tea and 
much more besides.  So why don’t people volunteer?  Is it because their lives 
are too busy, they don’t want to make a commitment, haven’t the time or 
something else?  If everyone volunteered to do something small it would 
make a huge difference and needn’t inconvenience anyone more than 
slightly.  And it would get the job done and we’d all like to see that!  There are 
many appeals for volunteers in this issue so I hope you can bring yourself to 
commit to doing one small thing and helping our canals to thrive.  Better still, 
encourage some of the younger generations to become involved too! 
 

A number of internet links are included in the magazine which you can follow 
to gain further information.  Some of the links and emails addresses are quite 
long, but in the digital version all you have to do is click on the highlighted 
word to be taken straight to the appropriate page.  Just one of the many 
advantages of receiving Cuttings through the new downloading link and help 
reduce the Society’s costs.  Choose to read online or download a copy to 
your own computer. 

 

If you are happy to take Cuttings in this more environmentally-friendly way, 
please contact Ian, the membership secretary. 

 

David and Chris Owen-Roberts 
Editors of Cuttings 
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numerous groups on the SUC system – mainly through the work done by 
society members within these groups.  The restoration work on the 
Montgomery Canal has picked up again now that the ecological situation has 
been largely resolved and considerable strides forward have been achieved 
over the last three months. 
 

However, elsewhere within the society we are beginning to experience some 
problems.  These are connected primarily with the, hopeful, continuation of 
the lock winds.  Having the opportunity to peruse through numerous other 
canal societies’ magazines, it is becoming apparent that this problem is not 
specific to our society.  But with an ageing membership our ability to maintain 
our existing commitments seems to be slowly drifting away.  It has even been 
suggested that we should be more realistic and accept that the lock winds, 
for example, have had their day and we should allow them to retire gracefully! 
 

So – how do you feel about the future of the society?  It would help the 
trustees considerably if you would let us know your thoughts either by writing 
or attending the AGM to express your opinions. 
 

Rich Hamp, On behalf of the SUCS Trustees. 

Works on Nantwich 
Aqueduct were completed 
on time.  The finished 
aqueduct was ‘unveiled’ 
when the scaffolding was 
removed and the road 
reopened to traffic on 
schedule. 

Aqueduct Unveiled 

SUCS Publicity Stands 

The Society tries to attend as many public events as possible.  Pat Wilson 
does her best to take the SUCS stand to marina open days, waterway 
festivals, Canal & River Trust events and many more.  Pat would welcome 
any help with these events so please spare an hour or so to ‘man a stand’. 

Work completed and 
the road re-opened. 
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Montgomery Canal Restoration 

Progress at last! 
 

The latest work party (before our copy date) took place over the weekend of 
2nd – 4th October, when good weather allowed substantial progress to be 
made.  Work included shaping the channel, preventing water entering the 
works and establishing a means of getting unwanted water out. 
 

Friday was mostly concerned with preparation with key elements being 
completed by lunchtime.  Following this the main tasks could be addressed.  
These included better sealing of the stop planks with puddle clay resulting in 
a marked reduction of water ingress via the planks.  This allowed the 8-tonne 
excavator to go to work reducing the base and moving it onto the slope.  
About 50 metres was profiled and the consolidated material will be shaped to 
the final profile next year. 

Saturday saw work revolving around sorting out the remains of puddle clay 
near Pryces Bridge at the north-east end of the site.  This had become a 
favourite haunt of newts so it had to be moved before the next newt 
hibernation period.  The clay was checked by hand for any inhabitants and 

Puddling the stop planks 
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then moved to other locations around the site, much of it placed at the back 
of the Pryces Bridge stop planks.  The sight of the volunteers moving the clay 
by wheelbarrow and turning it to puddle using buckets of water, rammers and 
boots was one which would have gladdened the hearts of the ‘navigators’ of 
two centuries ago!  By Sunday morning the clay dam appeared to have 
blocked most of the leaks, not only from the stop planks but also from the 
wing walls of Pryces Bridge.  The amount of pumping required before work 
could start on Sunday was minimal.  Work also continued with the 
construction of a gravel chute to allow the delivery of pea gravel for the 
construction of a French drain. This was a development of the block chute 
used by the Society for a number of years.  The gravel chute worked 
perfectly (who doubted it?) and by the end of Sunday 12 metres of drain was 
finished. 

 

At long last the restoration is beginning to pick up some momentum.  Despite 
the vicissitudes of the year, real progress is now being made. 
 

More information on the Montgomery work parties and their progress can be 
found on the website at www.shropshireunion.org.uk/montgomery-canal-
restoration 

The gravel chute in action (or how many people does it take to empty a dumper into a 

hole?) 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/French_drain
http://www.shropshireunion.org.uk/montgomery-canal-restoration
http://www.shropshireunion.org.uk/montgomery-canal-restoration


 

Cuttings Winter 2015 Page 8 

Montgomery Repaired at Aston 

The Montgomery Canal has reopened after valuable habitats were protected 
during emergency repairs. 
 

We reported in the last issue (Autumn 2015 page 18) that we were lucky to 
get through Aston Locks on the Montgomery Canal just before it was closed 
due to a leak in the embankment near Queen’s Head.  At that time it was 
thought that it would take until September to carry out the emergency repairs 
but the Canal & River Trust (C&RT) managed to complete the work early and 
the canal was reopened on Monday 17th August. 

 

The leak was 
adjacent to Aston 
Nature Reserve in 
the middle of a Site 
of Special Scientific 
Interest (SSSI) and 
repairs had to be 
carried out 
sympathetically to 
minimise 
disturbance to 
habitats, plants and 
wildlife.  The work 
included the 
protection and, 
where necessary, 
relocation of reed 
warbler nests, under 
special licence from 
Natural England.  
Also a fish rescue of 
over 600lbs in 
weight of fish was 
carried out.  These 
actions helped 
ensure that the work 
had minimal impact 
on the protected 
reeds beds – all 
carried out under 
the watchful eye of 
ecologists.  
 

Two views of Aston Locks 
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The work was carried out 
by C&RT in close 
consultation with Natural 
England.  The canal was 
closed on the 9 June and 
since then 120 metres of 
steel piles have been 
driven down five metres 
into the bank to 
strengthen it and stop the 
leaks. 
 

C&RT project manager 
Marc Evans said, “This 
was a particularly difficult 
site to work on because 
of the sensitive ecological 
issues, but the repair has 
now been completed with 
the minimum of disturbance.” 
 

Trust ecologist Sara Hill said, “Being a Site of Special Scientific Interest it is 
important that all of our activities are sensitive to the protection and 
conservation of the important habitats and species that this site supports.  
This site is renowned for its aquatic plant interest as well as the fringing reed 
beds which provide an ideal nesting habitat for birds, particularly reed 
warblers.  All works were designed and undertaken with this in mind.   
Fortunately this is the tail end of the breeding season for this species which 
minimised the need for our intervention.  Only a very small number of nests 
had to be moved out of the way of where the work was taking place, to a 
safer place further back in the reeds.” 
 

“Other work that we oversaw included the fish rescue, which was very 
successful and the wide range and weight and types of fish highlighted the 
healthy waters that they live in.” 
 

Canal Central in Maesbury organised extra cruises in their horse-drawn boat 
on the otherwise very quiet section of the canal and the Navigation Inn, also 
in Maesbury, offered a taxi service for boaters prevented from travelling due 

to the closure. 

Marc Evans and Sara Hill (photo courtesy C&RT) 

Award for Harry Arnold 

Harry Arnold, former editor of Cuttings, received the new Outstanding 
Achievement Award from Richard Parry at the Living Waterways Awards 
ceremony in London on 8 October to honour his long involvement in the 
waterways movement. 

https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/news-and-views/news/living-waterways-awards
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As reported in Summer 2015 Cuttings, Nantwich Aqueduct was scheduled to 
undergo a major restoration, postponed from March until September.  Now in 
mid-October, work is well underway and should be completed by the time you 
read this. 

 

The Thomas Telford designed 
structure, carrying the Shropshire 
Union Canal over the Chester 
Road, dates back to 1826 when 
canals were king and contributed 
to the industrial revolution with 
boats carrying coal, lime, iron ore 
and other materials.  The 
Shropshire Union was particularly 
important for the famous fly-boats 
carrying perishable goods from 
the dairy heartland of Cheshire.  
The aqueduct comprises a cast 
iron trough supported by six cast 
iron arch ribs.  It is structurally 
sound but was in need of urgent 
maintenance and restoration. 
 

The aqueduct was closed to road 
traffic on the 14th September with 
work due to take eight weeks.  
The towpath was also closed 
although the canal was still open 
to boats.  The restoration project 
involved crucial repairs to the 
structure, new signage and 
painting and the removal of 
overgrown vegetation. 
 

We were fortunate enough to be 
shown round the site and, after 
being kitted out with all the 
appropriate personal protection 
gear, contractor Keir’s site 

Nantwich Aqueduct Restoration 

This page, top to bottom: 
The aqueduct before work started 
Road closed in mid October 
Towpath closed in mid October 
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 foreman Ian Gregory then took us 
under the arch of the aqueduct so 
we could see at first hand the 
progress being made. 
 

By the middle of October the 
works were well advanced and 
on target for completion with the 
roads reopening on the 9th 
November.  The missing panel on 
the Acton side of the structure 
had been replaced and painting 
was well underway.  The majority 
of the works was as planned but 
the C&RT Project Manager, Marc 
Evans, said that they were 
pleasantly surprised that there 
wasn’t greater corrosion of the 
200 year old iron work.  Some of 
the historic repairs carried out on 
the aqueduct had kept it in 
reasonably good condition for its 
age and apart from the visible 
brick and masonry repairs the 
general structure was found to be 
sound. 
 

A major part of the work was grit-
blasting the ironwork and this 
necessitated the shrouds 
surrounding the structure, which 
also helped to keep the weather 
off during the painting.  The 
missing panel was specially cast 
in two sections and stitched 
together on site.  Once this and 
the grit blasting had been 
completed the painting could 
begin.  This consisted of a four 
coat process and is expected to 
have a minimum 25 year life 
span.  Every effort had been 
made to fill holes and prepare the 
structure prior to the final coats to 
ensure that rust staining does not 
occur 

This page, top to bottom: 
The new plate stitched (photo courtesy C&RT) 
Paint applied to the new plate and  
a view under the arch with work in progress 
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(although this can never be 100% guaranteed without stripping down the 
structure to individual nut, bolts etc). 
 

While the painting was underway, work progressed on repairs to the wing 
walls.  This is all done as it would have been carried out originally when the 
aqueduct was built in 1826, using lime mortar and traditional building 
methods.  In some places the brickwork just needed repointing whilst in 
others the bricks had to be removed and reset.  At each stage the work 
completed had to be inspected and approved to ensure that the standard is 
maintained and the repairs will hopefully last another two hundred years. 
 

The aqueduct has a twin further south between Wheaton Aston and 
Brewood where the Shropshire Union Canal crosses the A5.  This, the 
Stretton Aqueduct, is slightly smaller with five arch ribs but otherwise looks 
very similar.  This is now in the process of review and design works are 
underway to provide solutions as to how the structure can be conserved in a 

similar way to Nantwich.  
Whether this will include 
closing the A5 for two months 
remains to be seen! 
 

Our thanks to Marc Evans, 
Canal & River Trust’s Project 
Manager for providing 
additional information and 
arranging for us to visit the 
site. 
 

David Owen-Roberts 

Stretton Aqueduct near Brewood 
(Picture from Oosoom at English 
Wikipedia) 

Collection Boxes 

At the time of writing the banked income from boxes has just gone over the 
£1,000 point so we are on course for as good a year as the last one.  Good 
news and great work from all our collectors.  There are nearly sixty 'active' 
boxes across the canal network, and just six people are responsible for 
checking and emptying them.  One doughty collector sees to twenty-six 
boxes!  We are still looking for somebody new to take on the cluster around 
Ellesmere.  Are you sure you can't find room in your life for half a dozen of 
our little yellow tubs?  It's great way to get out and about and you would save 
this individual a lot of time and fuel.  Please contact me on 01691 839286 or 
at milseam@btinternet.com if you would like to discuss it.  Thanks to all the 
current team - and please consider joining us. 

Sarah Thursfield 
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In the summer issue we included a walk from the early ‘50s which invoked an 
atmosphere of a time gone by.  Here Lilian continues her travels along the 
Llangollen Canal.  Once again it is published with thanks to John Myers for 
his permission to reproduce the article, originally published in the Shropshire 
Magazine.  Public transport availability has changed considerably since then! 
 

A pretty walk where the Ellesmere canal winds among the Meres. 
By Lilian Hayward 

 

The natural thing would have been to continue the walk from Bettisfield to 
Ellesmere, but the journey by ‘bus and train is so much more convenient 
taken in the reverse direction. 
 

A ‘bus leaves Shrewsbury for Ellesmere at 9:10 on Monday and Saturday, or 
at mid-day on Tuesday.  (As always, please verify these times, which may 
alter from time to time).  It is a pleasant run through several pretty villages, 
Albrighton, Preston Gubbalds, Myddle and Cockshutt.  After Cockshutt, there 
is a glimpse of Crosemere on the right, and, about two miles further, 
Whitemere can be seen on the left.  At the next main road fork, about three-
quarters of a mile short of Ellesmere, we joined the canal.  Those who do not 
already know Ellesmere, beautifully situated beside and above the mere, may 
like to go onto the 'bus stop.  Across the mere, on the opposite bank, is 
Oteley Park, with the fine house built rather more than a hundred years ago. 
 

A White Lady was said to haunt the former house; so 

A Pretty Walk 

mailto:milseam@btinternet.com


 

Cuttings Winter 2015 Page 14 

much so that when the present mansion was built, a piece of the old house 
was left standing, in the hope that this would encourage the White Lady to 
stay there, and not move on to haunt the new home! 
 

Ellesmere, together with the Castle, of which nothing remains to-day except 
the mound on which it stood, was, in 1205, settled upon Llewellyn, Prince of 
North Wales, when he married Joan, a daughter of King John. 
 

The church stands on high ground, not far from the site of the Castle.  There 
is a lovely view of the mere from the churchyard.  Although the church was 
considerably rebuilt during the last century, some interesting old work 
remains, and especially the Chapel of St. Anne (generally known as the 
Oteley Chapel) which has an exceptionally fine roof with carved beams, 
about four hundred years old. 
 

In this chapel is an altar tomb with the carved figures of Sir Francis 
Kynnersley, who was cup bearer to Queen Elizabeth, and his wife Margaret, 
daughter to Sir Francis Charlton.  Sir Francis is represented in Elizabethan 
armour, with ruffs.  Lady Margaret wears a Mary Queen of Scots cap and 
neck ruff. 
 

On the south of the Chancel it may need rather a hunt to find the quaint 
diminutive figure of a fourteenth century notary (or lawyer) holding a book; his 
inkhorn and penner hang from his girdle.  This little figure is almost unique.  
 

Having seen Ellesmere, return to the fork road, and descend to the canal, 
here in a deep cutting.  On the left, or north, of the canal, it may be interesting 
to look back along a tunnel, or even to walk through it, as there is a footway.  
But we shall find better or, at least longer, tunnels another day. 
 

For the next mile or so, the stretch is one of the prettiest on the canal.  Clear 
water, moving gently along, is overhung by trees.  There are quantities of 
ferns growing on the banks.  We came upon another barge, with another 
astronomical name, the Arcturus.  The canal runs alongside Blake Mere, a 
charming sheet of water, with a background of trees, where one may 

sometimes see pochards and great 
crested grebe.  But on this day we 
saw only swans.  Perhaps the rarer 
water fowl had retreated from the 
laughter of a gay party out in a row 
boat.  
 

A fleet of eighteen ducks were 
swimming on the canal, keeping 
pace with us and, perhaps, hoping 
for some tit bits.  At length they left 
the water to trail through the grass 
to a charming thatched house on 
the other side of the canal.  The Canal at Blake Mere 
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owner of this house must have a 
delightful view of Colemere, of 
which we could catch glimpses on 
the right through the trees.  
Walking beside Colemere on a 
former occasion, a number of great 
crested grebe were both diving in 
the mere, and flying across it.  
 

Beyond the meres, the canal winds 
a good deal, sometimes with quite 
sharp bends.  A strong wind was 
blowing.  This swept along the now 
unsheltered tow path.  The bridges are arched structures, of brick, covered 
with a grey substance, like some of the bridges on the Shrewsbury canal.  
Several of them have curious alcoves to hold the boards which are - or were - 
used at times to dam back the water.  In other places we had seen these 
boards stacked on the side of the canal with a sort of pent roof over them, the 
whole contraption having rather the appearance of an old-fashioned goose 
cub. 
 

Among the flowers, Norah found the not so common fleabane, restharrow, 
and burr marigold.  A great number of dragon flies accompanied us, as well 
as pretty little gate keeper and skipper butterflies.  Presently we came upon a 
lorry containing a tank, and a number of churns, which a farmer and his man 
were laboriously filling with buckets of water from the canal; the pond of his 
farm having gone dry.  
 

We left the canal at the road bridge just above the house marked upon the 
map as "Inn" and, once again in part of Flint, we walked up to Bettisfield 
Station.  As we had a little time to spare we went to see the church, close by.  
On the way we passed Bettisfield Old Hall, an attractive old brick house, with 
mullioned windows.  A newer wing has been added.  Unfortunately, the old 
part of the house is in a poor state of repair.  
 

The church was built by Lord and Lady Hanmer in 1880.  For a comparatively 
new building it is very pleasing, built of warm pinkish-grey stone.  It has a 
small round tower.  Inside all is in good keeping, simple and in good taste, 
and especially the pulpit.  There is a view of distant hills from the churchyard. 
 

There is no 'bus service anywhere near Bettisfield, indeed, there is not even 
one between Oswestry and Whichurch, so we returned by train to 
Shrewsbury, changing at Whitchurch, where there was time to have tea.  It is 
only between five and six miles from the fork road, near Ellesmere to 
Bettisfield, but the energetic walker might combine this with the last walk or at 
least as far as Fenn's Bank. 
 

The third part of Lilian’s walk will appear in a future issue. 

Ellesmere 
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Audlem Gathering 2015 

The seventh Gathering of Historic 
Boats at Audlem at the end of July 
was a great success, in spite of the 
rain nearly all day on the Sunday.  
Thirty eight boats dating from the 
1880s to 1960 were moored in the 
bottom three pounds of the Audlem 
flight of 15 locks on the Shroppie, 
with boats breasted up to fit them in.  
The Saturday was a superb day, and 
a very large number of visitors 
wandered along the towpath to see 
the boats and chat with the owners.  There were still a lot of people on the 
Sunday, though not as many, and the accompanying Festival of Transport on 
the village playing field had a few cancellations – although over 220 vehicles 
came along.  The Audlem gathering has established itself as one of the major 
events in the annual list of narrow boat events. 
 

There were two special features at this year’s event.  On Saturday afternoon, 
a new book was launched alongside Saturn, the only remaining Shroppie fly-
boat.  It was written in the 1960s by Jack Roberts, a fly-boat captain who 
worked on fly-boats on the extensive Shropshire Union system until fly-
boating was ended in 1921.  “Shropshire Union Fly-Boats” is a very readable 
but important historical document – probably the only substantial account of 
commercial carrying by horse boat in the early part of the last century.  
Present at the book launch were Jack Roberts’ son and three daughters, plus 
many other family members – they had waited over 40 years for this book to 
be published (see page 17). 
 

On Sunday, John Liley, who wrote one of the classic canal books “Journeys 
of the Swan” was at Audlem wharf to sign copies of the book that has just 
been reissued, more than 30 years 
since the last edition.  John wrote of 
his journeys around the canals in 
1964/65 on his friend John 
Sheldon’s ex-Cowburn & Cowpar 
boat Swan.  Coincidentally, Swan 
was at Audlem, and John met up 
with current owner Mary Gibby, who 
has owned Swan for 33 years, and 
an owner prior to John’s journeys, 
Roger Wickson of Audlem. 

Audlem Gathering 2015 

John Liley and Mary Gibby aboard Swan 
Photo: Bob Jervis 
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Shropshire Union Fly-Boats, The Jack Roberts Story. 
 

Shropshire Union Fly-Boats – The Jack Roberts Story is 
a fascinating autobiography of a working boatman who 
spent much of his life on the Shropshire Union system.  
It is a unique personal record of the days of working the 
fast fly boats from the turn of the 20th century until 
services ceased after the first World War together with 
details of Jack’s working life. 
 

We are fortunate that Jack was one of those people with 
a prodigious memory of people, places and dates.  As a 
result the book is full of details from his days as a fly 
boat skipper on the Shroppie network. 
 

Jack (John) Roberts was born on a boat in May 1894 and a little later 
watched with interest the boating activities from the family home at Barbridge 
Junction, a few miles from Nantwich.  During school holidays he would 
accompany his father and uncle on many trips and followed this up with his 
own career on the boats, culminating in taking charge of a fly-boat. 
 

Whilst many boatmen, out of necessity, had a good memory for the details of 
their job, Jack was fortunate enough to have had a decent education and so 
was able, with some persuasion, to write up his memoirs in 1969.  This book 
is based on those memories. 
 

The details recorded are remarkable; with names of people and horses along 
with loads carried, places visited and numerous other details, written up in a 
first-hand account.  Of particular note are the times of the fly-boat runs – 
journeys that would be difficult, if not impossible, to complete within the time 
on today’s canals.  And this of course 
was the whole reason for the existence 
of the fly-boats and the circumstances 
they operated under. 
 

The book was launched at the Audlem 
Gathering of Historic Boats (see page 
16) in July alongside Saturn, the last 
remaining Fly-boat.  Present at the 
launch were the editors and a number 
of members of Jack’s family, who were 
pleased to share their knowledge with 
those attending.  With a foreword by 
Harry Arnold MBE the text is 
accompanied by numerous photographs, both 

Book Reviews 

Jack Roberts’ 3 daughters and Harry 

Arnold aboard fly boat Saturn 
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contemporary and current.  Harry sums up the book in his foreword, “I have 
been going on for years saying we are sitting on the best boatman’s 
autobiography ever.  Now it is in print, that opinion has not changed.  Enjoy 
Jack’s words – as some of us were lucky enough to hear in his lifetime”. 
Reading it brings to life the atmosphere and activities of the working boats in 
the early part of the twentieth century. 
 

Shropshire Union Fly-Boats is available from the Canal Book Shop,  
www.canalbookshop.co.uk  or call 01270 811059. 
 

Published by the Canal Book Shop, Audlem Mill 
Editors: Harry Arnold MBE, Sue Cawson, Tony Lewery, Peter Silvester 
 

ISBN 978-0-9574037-4-1    176 pages  Price £16.95 
 
Rails to Glyn Ceiriog: 
The History of the Glyn Valley Tramway, Part 2, 1904–1937 
by John Milner and Beryl Williams 
 

Review by Peter Brown 
 

The Glyn Valley Tramway served the granite, slate and other industries of the 
Ceiriog Valley and provided a passenger service up to Glyn Ceiriog.  Part 1, 
published in 2011 and still available, covered the period when it was a horse-
powered railway terminating by the canal at Gledrid and the alteration of the 
terminus to Chirk with the associated conversion to steam power.  Part 2 
takes the story on until closure, the attempts at revival, and the details of the 
locomotives, rolling stock and infrastructure.  The research is exemplary — a 
true labour of love. 
 

The canal-related content is less than in Part 1 as by 1904 more traffic was 
being interchanged at Chirk with the Great Western Railway than with the 
canal at Black Park wharf.  The principal traffic was crushed granite, and in 
1905 a tippler was constructed by the Shropshire Union to enable boats to be 
loaded more efficiently.  Archival drawings are reproduced showing this and 
the consequential alterations to the track, enabling the reader to understand 
the surviving remains on the site. 
 

You are unlikely to ever see a better produced 
transport book than this: art paper, full colour, 
beautifully reproduced photographs, finely detailed 
drawings and clearly drawn maps.  Highly 
recommended. 
 

Published by Ceiriog Press, Green Cottage, The 
Green, Higher Kinnerton, Chester CH4 9BZ 
Available from Ceiriog Press Price £65 plus £6 
postage & packing.  Check availability before placing 
order: sales@railromances.com or google “Rails to 
Glyn Ceriog” for other suppliers (including Amazon).  
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R J MARINER J MARINE  
  

BOAT PAINTING 

ALL ASPECTS OF ENGINEERING 

CALL OUT SERVICE 

ENGINE SERVICE AND INSTALLATIONS 

FIT OUTS AND REFITS (cratches, lockers, etc) 

SAFETY AND COMPLIANCE WORK 

 

Telephone 01270 619426 and ask for Joan 

Mobile    07849 039661 

Email   joan.adair@btconnect.com 

Still Wanted: Lockwind Organiser 

A Lockwind Organiser is needed as Anne Lindop has retired from the position 
after overseeing the lockwinds for many years.  The new person will be fully 
supported by Anne with help, transport and advice and will take over the rôle 
from May 2016. 
 

Lockwinds raise significant sums for the Society and take place twice a year; 
over the end of May Bank Holiday weekend and the August Bank Holiday 

weekend.  The post takes 
little time to fulfil beyond 
the lockwind weekends.  If 
you are interested in 
helping the Society with 
this position, please 
contact Anne, 01630 
647289 or Rich Hamp, 
01970 832538 for more 
details. 

http://www.canalbookshop.co.uk
mailto:joan.adair@btconnect.com
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Summer 2015 Lockwind 

A very successful 
lockwind was held 
over the August Bank 
Holiday, but the lack 
of volunteers was very 
noticeable, in fact we 
"borrowed" 3 men 
from Canal & River 
Trust to help put up 
the large tent etc, 
(thanks must go to 
Wendy Capelle for 
this).  The weather 
was fine all weekend 
but, as usual, it rained 
on the Monday when we needed to get the tents down. 
 

We had 25 volunteers in all over the weekend, putting in 377 hours.  216 boats 
went through the lock and £1,503 was banked. 

 

My thanks must go to all who came and helped, especially John and Elaine 
Whitehead together with Ray and Pauline Moore who acted as 
"nightwatchmen".  Also to all the familiar faces who came to wish me all the 
best on my retirement from the Council. 
 

My only disappointment is that no-one has volunteered to take over (see page 
19).  I am willing to help organise the paperwork etc. and my family are willing 
to move the trailer to and from the site.  Please ring me (01630 647289) if you 
would like to chat about it, I am usually near a phone between 6pm and 7pm in 
the evenings. 
 

PLEASE THINK ABOUT THIS. 
Anne Lindop. 

Brain of Monty Quiz 2016 

NW&B C&RT Update Meetings 

C&RT has held two meetings recently; a user group meeting and the area 
partnership AGM and Annual Showcase.  The first was a useful update on 
what has been happening in the NW&B area together with the chance to 
suggest ideas for the future.  The second allowed organisations based in the 
area to showcase their work and featured talks by Chief Executive Richard 
Parry, NW&B Manager Wendy Capelle, NW&B Partnership Chair Brenda 
Harvey and TV presenter Iolo Williams, the last of whom was captivating and 
highly entertaining.  A full report will appear in the next issue of Cuttings. 
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Brain of Monty Quiz 2016 

When the 2014 Brain of Monty quiz was produced the question arose: 'Would 
there be enough MONTY questions left to do another one?'  Apparently so 
and the 2016 version has been born!  Unfortunately all the easy questions 
have been well and truly used so the Monty references in the 2016 quiz are 
more obscure although not too difficult for those with internet access.  As the 
tie-breaker questions from the last quiz have been used you know who to 
blame. 
 

Over the years the quiz has attracted a number of followers: Brain of Monty 
fanatics!  There have even been Monty discussions on quiz web-sites on the 
internet and money sent for the next edition with last year's entry.  In fact 
there is pressure to produce one every year; pressure which has been 
ignored.  If the quiz continues it will remain biennial to coincide with a festival 
or event at Maesbury in September. 
 

To get your copy of the latest quiz please send a SAE and £1 to: Brain of 
Monty Quiz 2016, Wyndcliff, Pen-y-Garreg Lane, Pant, Oswestry, Shropshire 
SY10 8JS.  Yes £1 coins suitably wrapped in cardboard will travel quite 
safely through the second class post.  Since 2008 only one unwrapped coin 
has gone missing through a slit in the envelope although the evidence that it 
did exist was imprinted on the inside.  However notes are even safer so why 
not order 5 copies and sell the rest to friends and neighbours?  If you do 
please just send your address and a second class stamp and I will provide 
the envelope. 
 
Apart from the prestige of being crowned 'Brain of Monty 2016' and joining 
the hallowed halls of the other winners since 2008, there is a £25 prize.  In 
keeping with its name, all profits will go to supporting the Maesbury Festival, 
previous profits having paid for picnic benches and canoe launching pads on 
the Montgomery Canal. 

Boys’ Toys at the 
Maesbury Festival 
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The Duke’s architect, whose name has not come down to us, built a 
wharfinger’s house in the Telford canal style together with a warehouse 
abutting the canal basin.  Telford, himself aging and unwell while being 
deeply committed in the southeast until his death, was never involved in the 
wharfage, which was totally a Sutherland creation.  As early as July 1835 it 
was noted that there were delays at Wappenshall because of the lack of room 
at the wharf and warehouse.  In particular William Botfield, the iron and coal 
master with works at Old Park and Stirchley, wanted covered accommodation 
for transhipment.  James Loch, the Duke’s Agent considered that the traders 
should themselves construct the extra accommodation, which they were 
demanding, paying a rent (which ‘should not be excessive’) and being subject 
to strict conditions.  He was concerned that it was difficult to judge what was 
necessary: ‘when people trade on another’s capital, applications will not be 
infrequent and always pressing’, but on the other hand, if one is too cautious 
‘the prosperity of the place may be improperly repressed’. 
 

However Loch was overruled by the Duke himself.  A second warehouse was 
therefore planned built end-on to the wharf so as to permit further 
development as suggested by Loch.  Three storeys tall, it was built over a 
second link between the Newport Branch and the Shrewsbury Canal, 
enabling unloading or transhipment to take place in the dry.  A cart road 
bridge was to be built over the link but was incorporated within the end of the 
building.  The architect and contractor was James Trubshaw (1777-1853) 
who was a personal friend of the Duke, having worked for him both at 
Trentham and Lilleshall Halls, and who also had much canal experience 
having acted as consulting engineer for the Trent & Mersey Canal and 
contractor for part of the Macclesfield Canal.  His most notable achievement 
being contractor for the Grosvenor Bridge at Chester built 1827-32, its 200ft 
(61 metre) span still being England’s longest stone arch.  James Loch 
appears to have had misgivings about employing Trubshaw, the implication 

being that he feared the 
building would be 
overdesigned; he being very 
concerned at the rate at which 
the Duke was spending money 
generally.  Construction of the 
new warehouse started in 
February or March 1836 and it 
was in use by January 1838.  A 
cast iron weighbridge, probably 
supplied by John Wilkinson’s 
foundry, was installed at the 

History of Wappenshall Wharf part 2 
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same time.  A lean-to stable block was added 
later to the rear of the building.  By 1840 an Inn, 
appropriately called the Sutherland Arms, had 
been built and leased to John Tranter but was 
closed by 1861. 

 

John Tomlinson was appointed wharfinger early 
in 1835.  From the start he also acted on behalf 
of the Canal Company, which evidently caused 
some problems, as the following year Loch 
found it necessary to emphasise that Tomlinson 
was the Duke’s servant, and that his first duty 
therefore, was to the Duke.  Tomlinson’s record 
keeping was sometimes criticised, as was the 
occasional lateness of his traffic returns.  He 
departed at the end of 1845, it being not clear whether he resigned or was 
dismissed.  He was held liable for the outstanding arrears totalling £435, but 
one gains the impression that his problem was sloppy accounting and 
ineffectual debt collection rather than fraud.  The financial mess he left behind 
him took several months to sort out, as it proved necessary to contact each of 
the carrying companies.  He was replaced by Joseph Barlow and the 
accounting system was improved. 

 

Wappenshall was the nearest the main line canal network came to the 
Borough of Wellington.  Merchandise was unloaded at the wharf and taken by 
cart or wagon to the shops in the town and to the coalfield settlements.  A 
vast variety of loads passed through; coal, limestone, pig iron, lead, bricks, 
iron castings, all sorts of foodstuffs, drinks, drapery, tools, cleaning and 
lighting materials, stationary, furniture, ironmongery, agricultural machine 
spares, wheat, various crops, manure, oils, ropes, leather goods, in fact 
virtually everything.  Much information on cargoes and methods of working is 
held in the Sutherland papers split between the Stafford Record Office and 
Shropshire Archives.  So much weight was loaded onto the first floor of the 
transhipment warehouse that the floor had to be strengthened by the addition 
of massive timber under beams.  Bricked up signs of their later insertion into 
the building can be seen along the north-western wall. 

 

The wharf’s most prosperous year was 1847, but this was largely attributable 
to the substantial amount of rails, chairs, and other iron products for the 
construction of the railways through Wellington.  Immediately after the 
Stafford-Wellington–Shrewsbury line opened in June 1849 the merchandise 
traffic deserted the canal, but bulk trades such as coal, limestone, iron ore, 
and grain were less affected.  The wharf had already lost the traffic going to 
and from the Lilleshall Company’s ironworks when the Humber Arm opened 
in 1844.  The national and regional carriers soon stopped coming to 
Wappenshall.  Crowley & Co’s last load was in January 1850, 
Henshall’s in August and Pickfords in October that year.  This 

Arms of the 1st Duke of 
Sutherland 



 

Cuttings Winter 2015 Page 24 

left just the Shropshire Union’s own carrying company, which it had set up in 
1849.  The Shropshire Union rented Wappenshall Wharf from the Duke in 
1850 or 51.  By 1911 the buildings required extensive repairs.  It was thought 
that the larger warehouse, which had been used for the storage of slag, 
would be ample for the Company’s requirements, so an engineer was 
instructed to do the necessary repairs and install a small hoist.  However it 
was the advent of cheap petrol-engined lorries after the First World War that 
finally killed the trade.  The Shropshire Union Company ceased carrying in 
1921, so relinquished its lease. 

 

George Sutherland Leveson-Gower the 5th Duke had already decided to sell 
off his Shropshire Estates in a series of sales commencing in 1912.  The last 
sale including the ‘Canal Wharf’, ‘Dwelling House’ and ‘Croft’ took place on 
28th June 1922 by Barbers of Wellington.  Included were both warehouses, a 
four-stall stable, two store sheds, offices, weighbridge and a crane.  
Thereafter it became a coal yard, presumably dealing with some loads from 
the canal until that too was closed by Act of Parliament in 1944.  Later the 
lean-to stables were demolished and a large corrugated building (which may 
previously have served as an aircraft hanger) was erected on the south-east 
side.  It became the depot of a road haulage company and the Newport 
Branch basin was filled in to provide parking space for their lorries while the 
basin on the Shrewsbury canal was allowed to grow over.  Some work was 
done on repairs to the canal bridge nearby with a grant from the European 
Fund.  When the haulage firm moved out in the 1990’s the site became 
disused. 

 

In 2007 the owners, Waters Transport, obtained planning permission for 
conversion of the warehouses into luxury homes, despite opposition from the 
Shrewsbury & Newport Canals Trust, which had been formed in 2000 to 
restore the canals to navigation and considered the site vital as the hub of 
their project.  Their only alternative was to seek to buy the site.  Luckily in 
2009 Telford & Wrekin Council realising the potential that canal tourism would 
bring to the area, agreed to purchase the site for £395,000 and lease it to the 
Trust.  Despite a change of Council the site remained firmly in Trust hands, 
and plans were put forward which are still ongoing.  These are to convert the 
smaller warehouse into a restaurant with accommodation for the Trust 
Offices, while the transhipment warehouse would be developed as a 
community asset.  This particularly for the rural people for a variety of uses, 
while at the same time becoming a Heritage Centre celebrating the history of 
the local canals which originally brought prosperity to the area that is now 
Telford and giving homage to those who financed and built them, the 
Sutherlands, and the engineers.  In March 2015 Francis Egerton, 7th Duke of 
Sutherland graciously agreed to lend his name as Patron of the project.  
 

References: - A list is available from Cuttings. 
 

D.R.B.A. April 2015 
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RICHARD POTTER LTD 
 

Supplier of Quality Hardwoods, Softwoods and Sheet Materials to 

many Narrowboat Owners 

 

We always have large stocks of veneered and marine plywood 

together with extensive stocks of other sheets, hardwoods, etc. 

We offer a full cutting to size and machining service. 

Local delivery service. 

 

Millstone Lane, Nantwich, Cheshire CW5 5PN 

Telephone 01270 625791 Fax 01270 610483 

 

Monday - Friday 8:00 am to 5:00 pm 

Saturday 8:30 am to 4:30 pm 

Sunday (stock and shop sales only) 10:00 am to 1:00 pm 

 

Website address www.fortimber.demon.co.uk 

E-mail richardpotter@fortimber.demon.co.uk 

Audlem Wharf, Shropshire Street, Audlem, Crewe CW3 0DX 01270 812379  
 For menus, events and much more visit:    www.shroppiefly.com 

The Shroppie Fly has undergone a large refurbishment recently and the 
outcome is truly fantastic.  We have created a pub that is full of character 
with a warm welcome to all. 
Check our website for details of special offers and live music events.  
Whether you want a drink by the canal or a place to eat the Shroppie Fly is 
a great place to stop.  Ample parking and nearby visitor moorings make it 
an ideal destination whether you come by boat or car.  Check our website, 
search ’shroppie’ on Facebook or give us a call to see what is going on. 

 

http://www.fortimber.demon.co.uk
mailto:richardpotter@fortimber.demon.co.uk
http://www.shroppiefly.com
http://www.shroppiefly.com
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Cheshire Cat Narrowboat Holidays 
 
Hire one of our comfortable, 2 - 8 berth narrowboats 
to explore the beautiful canals of Cheshire, 
Shropshire and North Wales.  Take the trip of a 
lifetime over the world-famous Pontcysyllte Aqueduct, 
visit historic Chester, the Anderton Boat Lift or cruise 
around the Four Counties or Cheshire Rings. 
Based at Overwater Marina, just north of Audlem. 
 

Full tuition given, pets welcome at no extra charge. 
 

www.cheshirecatnarrowboats.co.uk 
Call 07867 790195 for more details. 
 

Cheshire Cat Training 
Narrowboat Handling courses to suit all abilities.  Half
-day basic boat handling, RYA Inland Waterways 
Helmsman and Inland Waterways Crew certificates, 
two day Life Afloat courses. 
 

Phone 07867 790195 for details of our next course. 
 
www.cheshirecattraining.co.uk 

M & L Canal Services 
 

 Boat Safety Scheme Examinations and remedial work 

 Breakdown and Call-out service 

 Engine Servicing and repairs 

 Plumbing and Electrical work 

 LPG gas installations, testing and repairs  

 Gas Safe registered 
 
Call Mark on 07970 384047 
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Stamps Coins & Post Cards 

Pat Wilson 

Stamps and post cards are still coming to me in both large and small 
amounts - all are most welcome.  Total proceeds to date in this financial year 
are £903.00.  A very healthy total bearing in mind that we all receive fewer 
items with stamps on these days. 

 

Special thanks this time to: 

Anon x 1 
S Barnett 
P Bradley 
K & N Brookes 
D Brown 
E Buck 
M Frances 
A Greenwell 
M Griffiths 
V & L Harding 
J Lane 
A Lindop 

C Magner 
P & J McKaigue 
Mr & Mrs Reed 
J Smith 
D Thompson 
G Webber 
M & J Winstanley 
WRG/NW 
C Palin 
Australian Canal Society 
North Shropshire Trefoil Guild 

http://www.cheshirecatnarrowboats.co.uk
http://www.cheshirecattraining.co.uk
http://www.swanleybridgemarina.com/
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Death on the Shroppie Part 4 

0871 200 8021 
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This final article in the series brings the issue of canal related deaths up to 
date. 
 

Death and the Shropshire Union Canal Part 4: Then and Now 
Until the passing of the Workmen’s Compensation Act 1897, accidents were 
rarely mentioned in the Shropshire Union Company’s minutes.  Even when 
they had been, avoidance of blame seemed to be the main concern; for 
example when it was reported in March 1890 that during the past month four 
of the company’s employees had been drowned, the minute concluded: ‘No 
blame had been laid upon the Company at the Coroner’s Inquest in any of the 
cases.’  The first example of a payment under the Act was in 1900 when £150 
was paid to the widow of boatman Minett, whose husband had been killed 
when loading timber.  Rarely did there seem to be any attempt to learn from 
the accident. 
 

The company’s responsibilities were increased by the Workmen’s 
Compensation Act 1906, which induced the company to make its first formal 
statement about safety: ‘No unnecessary risk is to be incurred by the men in 
their work.’  It was noted that the wives of boatmen and children under 14 
were excluded from the its provisions.  From then onwards, the minutes 
recorded more accidents and gave much more detail, hence in this series of 
articles 20th century incidents have been over-reported compared with those 
in the 19th century. 
 

Canals are still dangerous.  From 2000 to 2012, on average, one person a 
week has died in the 2,000 miles of waters managed by British Waterways or 
the Canal & River Trust. 
 

On or by the waters of the former Shropshire Union Canal, during the 17 
years from 1996 until 2012 there were 26 deaths from other than natural 
causes or where the inquest gave an open verdict.  Two were suicides by 
jumping off Pontcysyllte Aqueduct; one was suicide within a residential boat; 
and one woman deliberately drove into the canal at Ellesmere Port, opened 
the car windows and would not allow anybody to help her.  A woman was 
murdered and her body put in the canal.  Two deaths were associated with 
boats: one was a holiday boating accident where a man fell in and was 
lacerated by the propeller, and the other was caused by carbon monoxide 
poisoning.  A young man accidentally fell from Chester city walls.  The other 
18 incidents were all where the victim drowned; one was a five-year-old boy 
playing, the others were adults but as nobody else was present the cause 
could not be established for certain.  No employees of British Waterways or 
its contractors died in the Shropshire Union area during the period. 
 

Far fewer children now die than used to be the case, 
presumably because parents are much more risk-conscious 

Death on the Shroppie Part 4 

http://www.rivercanalrescue.co.uk/
http://www.canalcontracting.co.uk/
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and protective, and also it is rare for babies and young children to be living on 
board a boat.  Infanticide is virtually unknown. 
 

Accidents to boaters are now proportionally far fewer than they were.  In the 
days of commercial boating, most happened during the winter, often in icy 
weather, and often in the dark.  People wore several layers of woollen and 
cotton winter clothing, which would have become very heavy when 
waterlogged.  Generally, nobody involved could swim — neither the victims 
nor those trying to help. 
 

One common source of accidents and the occasional death has gone: boats 
are no longer hauled by horses, nor are they used for deliveries.  It is not now 
generally appreciated how dangerous they could be, especially to children. 
 

However, a new source of fatalities is car-related deaths.  The suicide at 
Ellesmere Port was mentioned earlier.  The saddest example in the north-
west in recent years happened in 1998 just outside the Shropshire Union 
area near Northwich, when three youngsters died after their car crashed 
through a parapet of a bridge, tumbled down the embankment and 
overturned in the Trent & Mersey Canal. 
 

Drunkenness is usually involved in car-related deaths and is still a major 
contributory cause of other incidents where adults accidentally drown. 
 

[I am grateful to Tony Stammers, Head of Health & Safety, Canal & River 
Trust, for providing me with the basic information concerning deaths in recent 
years.  However, the analysis and interpretation is mine.] 

Peter Brown 

We all extend a warm welcome to: 

Annual subscriptions were due on 1 July – if you have not renewed yours yet, 
please do so as soon as possible.  Please note that if you have not renewed 
by the end of December 2015, your membership will be deemed to have 
lapsed.  The subscription rate remains unchanged at £10 and, if you wish to 
pay online, our bank details are: 
 

Membership News 

Mr & Mrs Ryan, Weston Rhyn, 
Oswestry 

Mr A Witter, Swanley as a Life 
Member 

Mr & Mrs Triggs, Denbigh 
Mr P Cordingley, Marple 
Mr K Lock, Welshampton 

Mr & Mrs Lomax, Old Colwyn 
Mr & Mrs Bennett, Market Drayton 
Mr & Mrs Cavill, Llanymynech 
Mr & Mrs Gee, Newtown 
Mr & Mrs Graham, Liverpool 
Miss C Coutts and Mr M Yarwood, 

Nantwich as life members 
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Shropshire Union Canal Society - Sort Code 55-50-05, Account No 01630962 
Please quote your membership number as the reference. 

 

We are always looking for new members so if you know of anybody who 
would like to join us, please point them at our website which contains a 
downloadable membership application or there is one at the back of this 
magazine.  Alternatively, contact me and I will send you a small pack of 
membership applications and publicity leaflets. 

 

You can contact me about these or any other membership matter at 28, 
Millfield Drive, Market Drayton TF9 1HS, telephone 01630 656525 or by 
email to sucsmemsec@btinternet.com. 

 

Ian Hendley 

Reasons to 

join SUCS: 

Images from 

the August 

2015 

restoration 

work party 

http://www.overwatermarina.co.uk/
mailto:sucsmemsec@btinternet.com
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Tel: 01270 525 040  E-Mail: info@aqueductmarina.co.uk 
Church Minshull Aqueduct Marina, The Outlanes, Church Minshull, Nantwich, Cheshire  

CW5 6DX 

You can find us on... 

Marina, Brokerage, Chandlery & Café – Open 7 Days A Week 

www.aqueductmarina.co.uk 

Joinery and deck boards 

Shotblasting and 

blacking 

Full repaints 
Stern gear 

Hulls steam cleaned and anodes fitted 

Signwriting 

Contact Aqueduct 
Marina Reception for 
more information on 
all our services.: -
01270 525040 
info@aqueductmarina
.co.uk 

Engine 
repairs and 
servicing 

Engines fitted and 
serviced 

Overplating and fabrication 
work 

Brokerage and Chandlery 

10% OFF AT THE GALLEY 
FOR ALL CUTTINGS 
READERS - conditions apply.  
Please telephone for details. 

Monthly 
Social 
Nights at 
The Galley 
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With just under a year to 
go it's time to start thinking 
about another festival at 
Maesbury to be held 
during the first weekend in 
September next year.  
However before things can 
progress we need your 
help and not just during 
the weekend. 
 

The biennial festival has 
grown out of Monty 08, an 
initiative started by the 
IWA, SUCS and the 
Friends; 'grown' being the 
operative word!  The 
festival, which is now 
jointly organised by 
members of the IWA 
Shrewsbury District & 
North Wales Branch and the Friends of the Montgomery Canal and 
supported by the Shropshire Union Canal Society, has gone from strength to 
strength.  Last year there were over 50 stalls including demonstrations, the 
very popular children's WOW activities, live music, fairground rides, horse 
drawn boat trips, a dog show, old working boats on display, a photographic 
competition (the winning photograph which is shown, was taken by Peter 
Richards), a marching band, gurning competitions with the help of Cracker's 
collar, Saturn ... the list goes on and on. 
 

Unfortunately, with a combined age of well over 400 (whereas the Rolling 
Stones might be aging rockers but are mere babes at just 285), members of 
the organising committee have succumbed over the years to broken bones, 
dodgy hips, a cracked scull, a quadruple bi-pass, a pace-maker, and arthritis.  
Not even the special surgical shoes have managed to put a spring in our 
step!  Yes you've guessed it, we are getting older!  It's a difficult thing to 
admit but we really need more help to organise everything.  Just two more 
volunteers would make a huge difference; could you perhaps take over 
organising the stalls?  If so please get in touch with me as soon as possible, 
before you forget and relegate this magazine to the paper bank/delete box. 
 

If you would like to help, please contact Dawn Aylwin: tel 01691 830403 or 
email d.aylwin@btinternet.com 

Maesbury 2016 

Competition winner 2014 (Peter Richards) 

http://www.aqueductmarina.co.uk
mailto:info@aqueductmarina.co.uk
mailto:info@aqueductmarina.co.uk
http://www.aqueductmarina.co.uk/galley
http://www.aqueductmarina.co.uk/galley
mailto:d.aylwin@btinternet.com


 

Cuttings Winter 2015 Page 34 

So there is Life South of ‘Drayton 

Having cruised to Chester and Llangollen in previous years, we spent a highly 
enjoyable fortnight in mid-August travelling from Church Minshull to Stourport-
on-Severn.  We knew we could expect something special along the way since 
all the guidebooks agreed that the southern section of the SU main line mixes 
the homely with the spectacular in a unique way.  There’s no doubt that, from 
Tyrley locks southwards, the canal did not disappoint us – it is both 
breathtaking and slightly terrifying in places.  At times, it feels like you really 
are in the most unlikely navigable place possible – and all this in the 
Midlands.  I can’t help wondering whether if it was in a part of the world that 
was more fashionable it would attract even more interest.  That said, maybe 
those who don’t look beyond the obvious get what they deserve…  Thankfully, 
it does have its friends amongst the enlightened and if it hadn’t been so well-
loved and looked after by the 
Society and others over the 
last 50 years then we’d all be 
denied a great experience. 
 

Of the many photos we took, 
I thought that the morning 
mist at Wheaton Aston 
captures the spirit of the 
canal very well since we 
always found ourselves 
wondering what was coming 
next, just hidden around the 
corner (which is paradoxical 
since the main line is famous 
for its straightness!).  Special 
mention should also go to the 
Staffordshire kingfishers, which are both plentiful 
and fearless – hence the photo taken at 
Brewood at a distance of about a dozen yards 
(which is about 50 yards closer than we’ve ever 
been allowed to come before or since). 
 

The picture of Autherley made me think up the 
following.  I suppose it could be argued that a 
journey to the top of the main line is in some way 
a pilgrimage to the source of our pleasure… 

 

As users of the SU system, it seems to me that 
we’re lucky that we (almost) never have to worry 
about running out of water to keep the pounds 

Morning mist at Wheaton Aston 

Kingfisher at Brewood 
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full.  I think I’m right in saying that we benefit from having two seemingly 
limitless supplies to keep everything well topped-up.  Of course, people far 
and near know all about the feeder of pure Welsh water that gives the journey 
along the Llangollen its ‘uphill’ and ‘downhill’ characteristics depending on 
which way you’re going.  Less thought about (even if in the back of our minds 
we all really know it’s there) is the source of the main line’s subtle flow that is 
the gift of the people of Wolverhampton!  Growing up in Tettenhall, little did I 
know that I was helping to fill up the Shroppie every time I turned on a tap or 
flushed a toilet.  It’s been over 30 years since I made that kind of contribution 
to the cause, but I suppose that in a way it could be said that when we joined 
SUCS last year it was just a renewal rather than a new membership.  Here’s 
a tongue-in-cheek suggestion:- maybe the people of Wolverhampton should 
be made honorary members of the Society in recognition of their sterling 
efforts? 

Louise and Giulio Pagani  

Change of Address? 

If you move or change your email address, please let the Membership 
Secretary Ian Hendley know.  Failure to do so will result in you missing your 
next copy of Cuttings! 

End of the line at Autherley Junction 

mailto:sucsmemsec@btinternet.com
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Canal Song 

The Ellesmere Port Boat Museum is closed over the winter period.  The last 
operating day was Sunday 15th November and the museum will reopen on 
Saturday 16th February. 
 

This decision was based on a number of factors including the Window on the 
World project (a Heritage Lottery Fund project run by staff and volunteers at 
the National Waterways Museum), low visitor numbers and an opportunity to 
carry out unrestricted maintenance to the museum and exhibits. 
 

It is understood that events at the museum will still be going ahead (see 
Dates for your Diary p 44) including the Santa Cruises. 
 

Further information is available on the website at canalrivertrust.org.uk/
national-waterways-museum  

Brian M Capps, NB Whyne Not 
 

Why leave your house on a cold grey morning 
For a painted boat on a winter mooring 
To muse on trips of yesteryear 
And plan new trips both far and near? 
 

To check the oil and the stern gland greaser 
To slack a rope and feel it ease her 
To dirty yourself beyond all reason 
And say you plan the start of the season? 
 

Why do you leave your home and garden 
For a narrowboat you can’t go far in 
To view the cut and stagnant water 
And know that now the nights grow shorter? 
 

Come the spring and you’ll leave the mooring 
Pointing your boat to the early dawning 
To meet old friends and make some new 
At a waterside pub as you taste the brew. 
 

To pick up the news of the locks and gates 
Of dredging required and water states. 
We know the canal has cast its spell 
And you’re off to the mistress you know so well. 
 

Brian said, “It owes something to Kipling’s ‘Harp Song of the Dane Women’ 
though I doubt Kipling would recognise it.” 

Boat Museum Winter Closure 

Winter cruising near Church 
Minshull 
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https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/enjoy-the-waterways/museums-and-attractions/national-waterways-museum
https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/enjoy-the-waterways/museums-and-attractions/national-waterways-museum
http://www.nantwichmarina.co.uk/
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The 22nd Whitchurch boat rally was held over the weekend of 5th & 6th 
September and again has been a very successful event, helped enormously 
by the Ceilidh band Jigsmith playing all weekend.  Thanks to the support of 
Canal & River Trust we were able to offer free boat rides along the 
Whitchurch Arm and Llangollen Canal for the general public.  This was a 
great attraction made possible by the Small Tasks Team who organised and 
ran the boat. 
 

The theme for this year was Waterloo which caused some amusement with 
the judges for the Best Decorated Boat.  The winner was nb Grapevine 
owned by David and Dawn Aylwin.  The Chairman of Shropshire Council, 
The Vice-Mayor of Whitchurch, the Manager of CRT North Wales and 
Borders, our local Shropshire Councillor and a member of our local 
Waterway Partnership did the judging honours.  Tony Hales was also spotted 
enjoying the event. 
 

The dog show was a fun event and it is lovely to see locals and boaters 
showing their dogs.  We put some stalls by Chemistry Bridge this year but 
the jury is still out on whether this was a good idea as we are still getting 
feedback.  The volunteers who mucked in over the weekend were marvellous 
and we are very grateful for their support.  Over £2,000 was raised for the 
Whitchurch Waterway Trust’s funds. 
 

Unfortunately as our bid to the Heritage Lottery Fund was rejected we are 
now investigating the possibility of splitting the work into phases and applying 
for smaller grants.  Quotes are being obtained and fingers are crossed.  Our 
maintenance team of two are itching to get digging.  
 

The date for Rally 2016 is 20th and 21st August so please put the date in 
your diary now. 

Whitchurch Boat Gathering 2015 

Whitchurch Rally 2015 
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BOAT SAFETY SCHEME EXAMINATIONS 
 

I have helped numerous owners cope with the 
ordeal of a Boat Safety Scheme Examination, 

issuing more than 4000 Certificates since 1996 
 

Please ring BRIAN HAYES on 01928 732444 or 07702 262742 
and have a chat about your needs and then, if you want to go 

ahead, we can make an appointment for a visit. 
 

CE MARKING & OWNER’S MANUALS 
 

Advice given willingly about the requirement for ‘CE marking’  
if you wish to sell a craft which is less than 5 years old 

 

TAKE IT FROM THE HORSE’S MOUTH; RUMOURS OF MY 
RETIREMENT ARE TOTALLY UNFOUNDED! 

---------------------------------------------------------------- 

In mid-September the Canal & River Trust’s Ellesmere Yard was opened to 
the public.  This gave people an opportunity to see behind the scenes of the 
historic range of buildings not normally open to the public.  It was held as part 
of the annual Ellesmere Festival and national Heritage Open Days.  The site 
has kept its historic links and is still in use today as the operating base for 
C&RT’s team who look after the Llangollen and Montgomery Canals.  Over 
650 people attended the event over the weekend, half of them using the 
water taxi service from the end of the Ellesmere arm.  Heritage Advisor Kate 
Lynch and local waterway supervisor Howard Griffiths gave around twelve 
tours of the site, explaining the history and purpose of the many buildings 
including the dry dock, blacksmiths shop, carpenters and joiners shops.  
Some visitors had an opportunity to look at the wooden patterns that were 
used for making cast iron items for the canal.  
 

The yard consists of a range of Grade II* listed buildings dating back to the 
early 1800s including a blacksmith’s and joiner’s shop, dry dock, yard 
manager’s house and Beech House, the former head offices of the Ellesmere 
Canal Company. 

Ellesmere Yard Open Day 
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Visitors were able to see inside 
some of the buildings and tours of 
the site were available free of 
charge.  Resident blacksmith 
Rowan Taylor was on hand, 
giving demonstrations using 
traditional techniques and 
answering questions about the 
work done by blacksmiths at the 
yard.  Also present was Shroppie 
fly-boat Saturn with members of 
the Shropshire Union Fly-Boat 
Restoration Society on hand to 
tell people of the history of this 
last remaining horse-drawn fly-
boat. 
 

A number of stalls were set up 
including one promoting the Small 
Task Team Volunteers who were 
also operating the ferry service 
from the end of the Ellesmere 
Arm near to the town centre.  
SUCS were there of course 
manned as usual by Pat Wilson 
and Anne Lindop.  For younger 
visitors there was the ‘Canal & 
River Trust Explorers’ organising 
activities including the chance to 
build a canal!  A Canal & River 
Trust heritage film was shown 
throughout the weekend so 
visitors could hear about how 
C&RT look after our waterway 
heritage and the work of their 
heritage team. 
 

One place of particular interest 
was the pattern store, holding the 
wooden patterns used as 
templates for the casting of iron 
objects.  Many items were 
instantly recognisable including 
the one used for the Shropshire 
Union Company’s boundary 
posts.  When the forge was being 

Forge blast pipe pattern with date 

Boundary Post Pattern 
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reconditioned a few 
years ago it was found 
that the pipes used to 
carry the air to the 
hearth were badly 
corroded and needed 
replacement.  
Someone wondered if 
the pattern still existed 
and a search eventually 
found it, dated 
27.12.88.  1888 of 
course!  The collection 
of patterns is currently 
being catalogued for 
future reference. 
 

Heritage Advisor for the Canal & River Trust, Kate Lynch said, “Visitors to the 
yard obtained a real sense of history and we were pleased to be able to offer 
this opportunity as part of the Heritage Open Days.  By the 19th century most 
canal companies had a maintenance yard as the routine upkeep of a canal and 
its equipment was essential.  Today it is an important part of our waterway 
heritage.” 
 

The weekend also coincided with the retirement of Jim Williams, one of 
C&RT’s bank staff who spent his last day working for the Trust over the 
heritage weekend after 41 years service. 
 

Overall the weekend was very successful, giving a rare glimpse into the daily 
life of a working 
maintenance yard. 

The Ellesmere Yard during the Open Weekend 

The SUCS stand 
with Pat Wilson and 
Anne Lindop talking 
to Councillor Ian 
Ward, Mayor of 
Ellesmere 
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The Shrewsbury & Newport Canals Trust (SNCT) has spent the last year 
planning the start of the canal restoration from Norbury Junction to Newport, 
their “Destination Newport” project.  This has the active support of the 
Norbury to Newport CIC, Newport Town Council and the Inland Waterways 
Association. 
 

Over the week of 22 - 29 August 2015 a group from the Waterways Recovery 
Group (WRG) started the project with work on a length of the canal at Forton, 
just east of Newport, Shropshire.  In six days, with the help of heavy plant, 
nineteen WRGies plus volunteers from the SNCT ,a section of the canal was 
re-profiled and a Bentonite waterproof lining was laid in preparation for         
re-watering.  The SNCT will continue this work over the winter and the WRG 
are scheduling further weekend work camps to support this.  It is planned to 
re-water the 100m length, between Forton Skew Bridge and Forton 
Aqueduct, by summer 2016. 
 

The WRG and SNCT volunteers went through a rapid learning curve to find 
the best way to excavate the correct profile and re-construct the towpath 
using 3 tonne and 5 tonne diggers, then how to safely and accurately handle, 
unroll and cut the 1 tonne rolls of Bentonite and correctly join them.  The first 
couple of lengths took quite a long time to lay and joint but work progressed 
faster as the team gained experience and we now expect that the rest of the 
section can be completed quite quickly as long as we have dry weather. 
 

This is the first actual work done to restore the bed of the canal since it was 
officially abandoned in 1944 and mostly sold off to local landowners in the 
1960s.  Fortunately this 100m length is still owned by the Canal & River 
Trust, who gave their blessing and support to the project.  The Bentonite was 
donated by the IWA.  When this section is complete the SNCT plan to move 
on to work on other 
sections which can then be 
gradually joined up to make 
“Destination Newport” a 
reality. 
 

A fuller account of the work, 
written by Martin Ludgate of 
the WRG, can be found in 
the December issue of 
Canal Boat magazine. 
 

For more information 
contact: John Myers - 
jma2@onetel.com 

Destination Newport Begins 

Work in progress on the Destination Newport project 
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Chas Hardern Boats Ltd Chas Hardern Boats Ltd est 1972 

 

Family run 2 - 6 berth warm and comfortable narrowboats for hire.  All year 

cruising.  Short breaks generally available.  Dog friendly.  Excellent tuition.  

 

Services on site: diesel, gas, pump-out, gift shop. 

 

Also: Gas Safe engineer, 24hr breakdown service.  40 years experience with 

all engine and internal boat repairs. 

 

Members of IWA, BMF, APCO, FSB  Hireboat  handover external audit  

 

T: 01829 732595 E-mail: Chasboats@aol.com Web: www.chashardern.co.uk 

  

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Chas-Hardern-Boats/239576126090656?ref=ts&fref=ts
mailto:chasboats@aol.com
http://www.chashardern.co.uk
http://www.audlemmill.co.uk/
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2 December Chester Canal Heritage Trust Winter Talk (for details see 
http://www.chestercanalheritagetrust.co.uk/ 

2 December Christmas Concert, Waterways Museum, E P 
5 December SUCS AGM, Llanymynech Village Hall (see below) 
5 December Carols by the Canal, Market Drayton from 4.30 pm on 
19 - 24 December Santa Cruises, Waterways Museum, E P.  Selected dates 

in the range.  Museum closed on other dates. 
3 February 2016 Chester Canal Heritage Trust Winter Talk (for details see 

http://www.chestercanalheritagetrust.co.uk/ 
26 - 30 May SUCS Lockwind, Cholmondeston Lock 
20/21 August Whitchurch Rally 
25 - 29 August SUCS Lockwind, Cholmondeston Lock 

Dates for your Diary 

Annual General Meeting 2015 

The AGM of the Shropshire Union Canal Society Ltd will take place at 
Llanymynech Village Hall, Station Rd, Llanymynech, SY22 6EE on Saturday 
5th December 2015 at 15:00 hrs.  The agenda is available on the society 
website.  Brenda Harvey, Chair of C&RT’s North Wales and Borders 
Waterways Partnership. will speak after the meeting. 
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Copy Deadlines 

There are four issues of Cuttings per year, published in June, September, 
December and March.  The copy deadline is 1st of the previous month, i.e.   
1 May, 1 August, 1 November and 1 February.  COPY WILL NOT BE 
ACCEPTED AFTER THESE DATES. 

Cuttings Editors David and Chris Owen-Roberts 01270 567492 
 35 Woodnoth Drive, Shavington, Cheshire CW2 5BW 
 E-mail: sucuttings@btinternet.com 
 

The views expressed in Cuttings are not necessarily those of the Shropshire 
Union Canal Society. 

Contacting Cuttings 

Articles for Cuttings 

We are always pleased to receive contributions for Cuttings.  Text, photos 
etc. can be sent by post or by e-mail.  If you are ‘no good at the words’ 
simply send us the basis of your idea with all the relevant details and we will 
gladly put an article together for you. 

 

BOAT SAFETY CERTIFICATES 
 

competitive rates 
 

10% discount for SUCS members! 

ALL BORDER COUNTIES WATERWAYS COVERED 

NEAL DODD MABSE 
 
 

01686 630250 (evenings) 

BSS Authorised Examiner 
 

 

 

wharfhouse@yahoo.co.uk 

http://www.chestercanalheritagetrust.co.uk/
http://www.chestercanalheritagetrust.co.uk
http://www.hackgreen.co.uk/
mailto:sucuttings@btinternet.com
mailto:wharfhouse@yahoo.co.uk
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For more information 
contact: 

David Carter 01244 661440, 
E-mail: dcartersucs@hotmail.co.uk 

Advertising in Cuttings 

The advertising rates are: 

 

Half page:  £75.00 for one year (four issues) 
Full page:  £125.00 for one year (four issues) 

 

There is a 10% discount for Commercial Members.  Adverts can start in any 
issue and will be invoiced annually.  
 
To find out more please contact Advertising Manager, Roger Beswick on 
01244 332553, fax 01244 330122 or e-mail haslemere@chester50.plus.com. 

Discounts from our Advertisers 

The following advertisers are offering discounts to members:  Boat Safety 
Examiner Neal Dodd, RCR and Alvechurch Boat Centres Wrenbury.  Church 
Minshull Aqueduct Marina are offering discounts in their café. 

Please Support our Advertisers 

Mention that you saw their advert in Cuttings. 

Work Party Dates for 2015-2016 

Recycling for SUCS 

The Society recycles printer cartridges and mobile phones to raise funds.  
You may drop any cartridges or phones in with Pat Wilson at Rincop, Wardle 
and she will pass them on.  Keep them coming!  Every little helps. 

Hedge laying 5/6 Dec 15 
Hedge laying 9/10 Jan 16 
Hedge laying 6/7 Feb 16 
 

Restoration 5/6 March 16 
Restoration 2/3 April 16 
Restoration 30 April/1/2 May 16 

Restoration 4/5 June 16 
Restoration 2/3 July 16 
Restoration 6/7 August 16 
Restoration 3/4 Sept 16 
Restoration 1/2 October 16 
Restoration 5/6 Nov 16 
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Application for Membership or Membership Renewal of 

the Shropshire Union Canal Society 

I hereby apply for election as a member of the above Society and agree to 
abide by the rules of the Society.  I enclose my remittance for ………………..* 
being my subscription for the year ended 30 June 201… 
 
 
Signed  …………………………………………………..   Date  ………………….. 
PLEASE PRINT IN BLOCK CAPITALS 
 
 
Name  ………………………………………………… (Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms/Dr/Rev) 
 
 
Address  ……………………………………………………………………………… 
 
 
……………………………………………………………...Post Code  …………… 
 
 
Telephone  ……………………………  E-mail  …………………………………… 
Single, Joint, Family: £10  Juniors under 18: £5  Life Membership £200 
If you are applying for Junior Membership please state your age here ………. 
 

Membership Number (for renewals)  ……………………………………………… 
If you are a United Kingdom tax payer please sign the Gift Aid declaration 
below to enable the Society to reclaim the tax paid on your donations 
(including subscriptions). 
 

Name of Society: The Shropshire Union Canal Society 
I want the charity to treat all donations I have made over the last four years 
and all donations I make hereafter as Gift Aid donations. 
 
Signature  ……………………………………………………..  Date …………….. 
 If it is more convenient for you and helps the Society if you pay by Standing 
Order or direct transfer.  Please ask for the appropriate form or set it up with 
your bank using National Westminster Bank Sort Code 55-50-05, account 
number 01630962 and give your membership number or post code as the 
identifying reference.  If you pay automatically PLEASE LET THE 
MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY KNOW.  Please send completed forms to: Ian 
Hendley, Membership Secretary, 28 Millfield Drive, Market Drayton, TF9 
1HS. Telephone: 01630 656525  E-mail: sucsmemsec@btinternet.com 

 

Tick here if you have paid by Standing Order or Direct Transfer 
 
Tick here if you are happy to receive Cuttings by e-mail 

 

 

mailto:dcartersucs@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:haslemere@chester50.plus.com
mailto:sucsmemsec@btinternet.com
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http://www.alvechurch.com/

