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Editorial 

Trustees’ Report 

With the year rapidly advancing into Spring, this is a time to awaken from our 
winter slumbers and, hopefully, look enthusiastically at what we can achieve 
as a society this year. 

 

We have recently had our annual review meeting with CRT and, among a 
number of matters raised, was confirmation of CRT’s continued endorsement 
of the Montgomery Canal restoration being of continuing major importance.  
The situation regarding ecological issues still remains to be resolved at our 
present site and we have been asked to look at the viability of possibly 
working elsewhere on the remaining dry section. 

 

CRT have been approached by the International Volunteers organisation with 
the possibility of them contributing a fortnight in August to help with 
restoration work.  This idea follows on from sterling work this organisation 
used to do on the Monty in the 1980s. 

 

Following a recent Council Meeting, it has been agreed that the Society’s 
Lockwinds should definitely be held over the May and August bank holidays 
this year.  Our intention is to marginally simplify the event by setting up and 
running on Friday 27th May through to Monday 30th and dispensing with the 
use of the cumbersome marquee. 

 

We look forward to seeing the regular helpful ‘crew’ and any newcomers that 
might wish to enjoy some time with like minded volunteers at an important 
Society event. 
 

The cruising season is about to start so we are all hoping for good weather in 
the coming months.  The reservoirs should certainly be full enough that 
restrictions for water shortages shouldn’t be necessary. 
 

Welcome to another issue packed with information, reports, history and 
news.  It is always good to see so much going on along ‘our’ canals and we 
hope it inspires you to get involved if you possibly can. 
 

We have occasionally asked if there is life south of Market Drayton, so it is 
with pleasure that we find there is life even beyond Autherley Junction!  Our 
newest advertiser, Ashwood Marina, is situated on the Staffs & Worcester 
canal at Kingswinford a few miles south of the junction.  They offer a 
comprehensive range of boatyard services; do mention Cuttings if you call in. 
 

David and Chris Owen-Roberts 
Editors of Cuttings 
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Looking back to 2015 – the AGM in Llanymynech had a well attended 
audience from a wide background of canal interests and Mrs Brenda Harvey, 
Chair of CRT’s North Wales and Borders Partnership, gave a comprehensive 
overview of the behind the scenes workings of the Partnership.  

 

Finally, following the AGM, two enthusiastic society members put their names 
forward to join the society’s Council and were duly co-opted onto council 
during the January meeting.  We look forward to their fresh input into the 
running of the society. 
 

Rich Hamp, On behalf of the SUCS Trustees. 

Regrettably the Maesbury Canal Festival for 2016, scheduled for September, 
has been cancelled due to unforeseen circumstances.  The organisers tell us 
that the Triathlon will go ahead as planned (see P. 18), as will the Brain of 
Monty quiz.  The money will be used for projects on the Montgomery Canal 
rather than in support of the festival.  

Maesbury Canal Festival Cancelled 

Easter Gathering 2016 

The popular Easter Gathering and Sea Shanty Festival is again being held at 
the National Waterways Museum over Easter, 25

th
 to 28

th
 March.  Many 

activities are planned as well as the boats, including lock demonstrations, 
behind the scenes tours and activities for all ages.  This year is of particular 
significance as it celebrates the 40

th
 anniversary of the museum and the 90

th
 

birthday of the historic narrowboat Gifford which has been at the museum 
since it opened. 
 

For the sixth year, sea shanty performers from across the country will be 
performing across the museum as well as in concert on Friday and Saturday 
nights. 
 

For more information on 
the events and activities 
during the weekend please 
visit the website 
http://canalrivertrust.org.uk/
nwm or contact the 
museum 0151 355 5017. 

http://canalrivertrust.org.uk/nwm
http://canalrivertrust.org.uk/nwm
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Restoration Review 2015 

The 2015 restoration season recovered from a very slow start, due to 
continuing problems with the newt licence, and burst into life in May.  By the 
end of the year a satisfying amount of work had been achieved.  

 

CRT submitted a revised newt 
licence application to Natural 
England at the start of the year; 
the original June 2014 application 
having been rejected in October 
2014.  The application was 
complex and, after lengthy 
discussion between the two 
organisations, the licence was 
eventually issued in May. 

 

Having done all possible 
preparation work at Pryces Bridge 
during 2014 on things like newt 
fences and site set-up, the Society 
was faced with the problem of 
finding useful things for the 
volunteer group to do during early 
2015.  Over recent winters the 
Society has done hedge laying 
from December to February.  In 
winter 2014/15 this tradition was 
extended to include the first 
‘restoration’ weekend in March, 
the venue being at Arddleen.  The 
April work party was at the 
Weston Arm picnic site which was 
originally set up by the Society 
some years ago.  The work could 
more accurately be described as 

enhancement and involved repair and renovation of the picnic area, towpath, 
water points, car park and waste disposal area.  One notable aspect of the 
work at Weston Arm was the sight of the large number of boats travelling on 
the canal, this being something of a novelty for a group whose idea of a canal 
is a dry channel! 

 

Toward the end of April it became clear that the CRT’s patient negotiations 
with Natural England were about to bear fruit, paving the way for the issue of 
the newt licence which, in turn, permitted volunteer access to the first 75 

Finished bund and main newt fence  

Site at start of work in July  
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metres of channel at Pryces 
Bridge.  The licence was 
issued early on the morning 
of Friday 1st of May, just in 
time for the work party 
which started that day.  
During three days of frantic 
effort a clay dam was 
constructed across the 
channel and the newt 
fences around the site 
closed.  The newt pond 
adjacent to Pryces Bridge 
was also fenced off. The site 
was then handed back to 
CRT for the 60 day process 
of trapping and relocating 
newts.  This meant that it 
was July before any 
construction could start at 
Pryces Bridge.  To fill in time 
the June work party 
weekend did more 
enhancement work, this 
time at Wern Nature 
Reserve.  The main task 
was repairs to a substantial 
bridge which spanned the 
main pond in the Reserve.  
This involved removal of the 
old bridge deck and 
replacement with new boarding, together with repairs to the access paths.  
The result looked as good as new!  The opportunity was also taken to train 
four volunteers in the use of strimmers in preparation for work in the channel 
at Pryces.  Little did they know what was in store for them! 
 

July 2015 – the month that restoration of the Pryces to Crickheath channel 
started!  The work party came at the end of 60 days of newt trapping and 
relocation by CRT.  Some seventy Great Crested Newts were captured and 
re-homed, together with a number of smooth newts and numerous frogs, 
toads and other creatures.  The Society is indebted to the three CRT 
ecologists whose early morning visits to the traps, and help at work parties, 
ensured a successful conclusion to the newt exclusion process.  The initial 
task was assisting the ecologists in a hand search for newts, and strimming 
to reduce the height of the vegetation.  This process was repeated until there 

Puddling the stop-planks at Pryces Bridge  

Work on the French drain and the gravel chute  
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was no vegetation 
cover and no newts!  
The channel banks 
proved to be a 
relatively easy 
introduction to the 
delights of site 
clearance for both the 
newly qualified 
strimmer operators and 
for the other volunteers 
who had the thankless 
task of raking up, and 
disposing of, the cut 
vegetation.   
The clearance/search 
operations in the 

overgrown channel were an altogether sterner task, but dogged persistence 
removed the newts, cleared bushes, matted waterlogged reeds and other 
plants.  Elsewhere the 8 tonne excavator, on its debut, made short work of 
trees and stumps around the site, all of which were stockpiled ready for later 
use in construction of newt hibernation structures.  The ground breaking 
moment (in both senses of the phrase) took place early on a clear Sunday 
morning when the 8 tonner started the site strip, the material being transferred 
to a stockpile adjacent to Pryces Bridge by dumper.  The three days of work 
utterly transformed the appearance of the site with the result that it began to 
resemble a canal again. 

 

The August weekend saw the conclusion of work on stripping the topsoil from 
the channel area - over 1000 square metres - and transporting the material 
across two fields and a road to create a new ‘newt friendly’ area.  This was a 
section of rip-rap along the offside bank on the Redwith to Pryces Bridge 
section.  This rather convoluted exercise achieved two things – disposing of 
the site strip material off-site, and creating a connecting corridor for newts 
between the Redwith newt pond and the Pryces Bridge area.  This was 
undoubtedly the most intensive work party of the year involving, on the first 
day, the removal of the site strip material stockpiled during the July work party 
followed, the next day, by material from the rest of the channel.  Two 
excavators and two dumpers worked almost non-stop throughout.  To give 
some idea of the task about 80 dumper runs, each with a travel time of 
approximately five minutes were necessary, with the road crossing supervised 
throughout.  The task was finished late on Sunday afternoon – just!.  In 
addition, during the weekend an extension of the compound was constructed 
to accommodate the increasing amount of materials and equipment required 
as the restoration pace quickened. 

 

The ground breaking moment!  
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The acceleration of the work continued during the September work party – an 
event also notable for the number of volunteers covered in slime, and the 
demise of the first in-channel newt pond.  The very muddy newt pond 
adjacent to Pryces Bridge was first searched by CRT ecologists and 
volunteers, and the remaining newts transferred to their new home in the 
Redwith pond (which had been built by the Society in 2014).  The pond was 
cleared of an accumulation of black slime and filled in with puddle clay.  The 
same material was used to attempt to seal the leaking stop planks and 
brickwork of the Pryces Bridge wing walls.  Society volunteers have been 
asked to do some dirty and unpleasant jobs over the years and one of the 
tasks during September must rank near the top of any list of these.  As 
preparation work for replacement of the culvert beneath the channel, a sump 
had to be installed in the ditch which feeds the culvert to enable over-
pumping to take place.  In order to do this the ditch first had to be cleared of 
vegetation, and yet 
more black sludge!  
The ten volunteers 
who 
uncomplainingly 
accomplished this 
task each deserve a 
medal. 

 

If there was a prize 
for ‘Work Party of 
the Year’ the 
October event 
would have won it 
with something to 
spare.  The Society 
took full advantage 
of the conditions 
created by the 
Indian Summer to 
make substantial progress on channel shaping, preventing water entering the 
works, and establishing a means of getting water out of the works.  The 8 
tonner was let loose levelling the base of the channel and profiling the sloping 
towpath bank.  This gave an immediate visual impression of the shape of the 
‘new’ channel.  Another imperative was to get rid of the pile of puddle clay 
near Pryces Bridge, much of which had been used to construct the dam back 
in May.  The residue had become a favourite haunt of newts and had to be 
removed before the newt hibernation season.  The clay was placed at the 
back of the Pryces Bridge stop planks, puddled in, and had the effect of 
stopping all of the leaks.  The sight of the volunteers  moving the clay by 
wheelbarrow and turning it to puddle using buckets of 

Site strip in progress  
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water, rammers and boots was one which would have gladdened the hearts 
of the ‘navigators’ of two centuries ago!  The finishing touches to the dam 
were made by the small excavator which, although not having quite the 
historical resonance of navvies’ boots, produced a very neat job.                 
The other major task was the construction of a ‘gravel chute’ - a development 
of the block chute which the Society has used for a number of years - which 
delivered the pea gravel required for the construction of the French drain.  
Suffice to say that the gravel chute worked perfectly and by the end of the 
work party a dozen metres of drain was finished.  Phew! – quite an effort over 
three days. 

 

In contrast to the high jinks of the previous two work parties, the November 
event made painfully slow progress in what were, for the most part, awful 
conditions.  The mud was such that at the end of Sunday some of the 
volunteers used the pressure washer on themselves as well as the machines.  
The main task, involving just about the whole workforce, was a concerted 
effort to extend the French drain.  It would be fair to say that overall progress 
was slow mainly due to the underground conditions; specifically our old friend 
from the Redwith/Pryces section the ‘blue clay’ which is actually sand.  This 
material is prone to local collapse and turns to running sand on contact with 
water.  The upshot of this was that the work of excavation, lining and laying 
the pipes had to be repeated several times in some locations.  The gravel 
gang then had the almost impossible job of shifting several tonnes into the 
drain whilst the trench was open.  Given that this involved moving the gravel 
by bucket/dumper/gravel chute this was no mean feat.  The two days of toil 
resulted in 35m of finished drain but lots of lessons learned!  

 

The encouraging news is that the current state of the site is a far cry from that 
of May.  At long last the restoration is beginning to pick up some momentum 
and, despite the vicissitudes of the year, real progress is now being made.  
We look forward to 2016 to push forward. 

David Carter 

Canal Art Exhibition at Audlem 

The annual Canal Art Exhibition at Audlem Mill, alongside the Shropshire 
Union Canal, will be held from Sunday 13 March to Saturday 9 April 2016 
(two weeks either side of Easter). 
 

This exhibition, held in conjunction with the Guild of Waterway Artists, is 
probably the largest collection of canal art anywhere, and it attracts visitors 
from all over the country who come to enjoy the works, and possibly buy one.  
This will be the eighth exhibition, and visitors will see around 150 works of art, 
mainly paintings (but some photographs), from at least 15 - 18 artists.  Most 
Guild members will be exhibiting, including Eric Gaskell, Dusty Miller, 
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 Christine Nugent, 
Helen Harding, 
Lesley Pearson, Pete 
Tuffrey, Jan Vallance, 
Paul O’Leary, Ken 
Wood, Michael Salt, 
Penny Taylor-
Beardow, Sarah 
Pressland and Gary 
Tilyard.  Also included 
are watercolours by 
Ian Kemp (of 
Dadford’s Shed 
fame), and local 
Audlem artist Sheila 
M Webster. 
 

Audlem Mill is open every day from 1 March, including Sunday, and is located 
close to Bridge 78 and Audlem lock 13, and just off the A525 and A529. 

Where Boats Float High Above 

Once again we join Lilian on her walks along the Llangollen Canal.  Here she 
braves the two main aqueducts and comes across L T C Rolt’s Cressy.  Her 
description of the water in the Shrewsbury Canal shows what will happen if 
boating were to decline (C&RT please note!).  Our thanks to the Shropshire 
Magazine for permission to reproduce the article. 
 

Where canal boats float high above the rivers 
By Lilian Haworth 
 

It was not possible to walk every mile of the tow paths beside the Shropshire 
Union Canals, so we gave a miss to the district between Ellesmere and 
Gobowen, which is rather flat country, though even this has its own charm.  
 

The distance between the Moors, near Gobowen, and Trevor is about seven-
and-a-half miles, or nine from Gobowen.  From Gobowen the Crosville 'Bus 
Company runs a service to St. Martin's each afternoon at 2.09, and on 
Saturdays at 11.54, with a halt at the Moors.  These times should be checked 
in case of changes.  There are good train services, both ways, between 
Shrewsbury and Gobowen, and fairly good train and 'bus services back to 
Gobowen from Chirk and Ruabon. 
 

Nora and I had another companion on this walk - a botanical friend, Ellen, 
who knows the district well.  We left the 'bus at the Moors, just by the old 
hump-backed canal bridge.  It is remarkable that these 

http://www.audlemmill.co.uk/index.html
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old bridges, which were intended to carry nothing heavier than a wagon or 
coach, now bear the weight of double-decker 'buses, travelling at high 
speed.  The old masons built well and truly. 
 

We passed "The Shop",  to which, Ellen told us, goods were brought by the 
barges, and the near-by cottages were then the homes of the canal folk.  Our 
walk began in Shropshire and ended in Denbighshire.  The canal wound 
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along beneath trees, with views of hills to the south.  One of the bridges 
under which we passed is crossed by Watt's Dyke, an ancient boundary, 
possibly made by the Saxon leader, Wada.  The raised bank under the 
beeches is still known as the "Dyke Walk".  The better known "Offa's Dyke" is 
only a few miles away.  
 

On the opposite bank I noticed a pretty white gabled house, flanked by yews.  
As, later on, I saw a very similar house beyond Chirk, I thought that they 
might be the homes of men connected with the canals.  We passed the 
villages of Rhosweil and Gledrid, where roses and nasturtiums hang over 
garden walls, and stone steps lead down to the canal from which the 
cottagers draw water. 
 

After Gledrid the canal is close to Telford's Holyhead Road.  Note the 
Woodland's Cafe, where refreshments can be obtained.  Just where the 
"new" Holyhead Road dips down into the Ceiriog Valley, the canal, high 
above this valley, is crossed by the "old" Holyhead Road.  Ellen said that 
extra horses used to be harnessed to draw the coaches up the steep hill.  
The substantial house at the bridge head was formerly a coaching inn.  
 

Across the valley we had a pleasant view of Bryn Kinalt, Lord Trevor's place, 
and the steeple of the church of Chirk.  Just short of the aqueduct over the 
River Ceiriog, we came upon quite a fleet of barges, 

Aqueduct and viaduct at Chirk, seen from the tunnel top 
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belonging to the British 
Railways, including my 
old friend, "The Pollux", 
which I last saw near 
Fenn's Bank, "The 
Emerald” gaily painted 
yellow and blue, and 
"The Swift".  We crossed 
the aqueduct, and looked 
down on to the lovely 
river below.   
 

To the left are the much 
higher arches of the 
railway bridge which 
rather block the view up 
the valley.  Hundreds of 
swallows nest on the 
parapet of the railway 
bridge, and in the Spring 
are very busy, flying to 
and fro, to feed their 
young.  The Ceiriog is 
said to be the boundary 
between Shropshire and 
Denbighshire.  In fact, it 
is the old bed of the river, 
which has altered its 
course, that is the boundary. 
 

The tow path between the canal and the outside of the aqueduct is protected, 
not only by the iron railings, but also with stout wire netting; for it is told that 
once upon a time a small girl fell through the railings.  It was the era of many 
starched petticoats and these floated the child down like a parachute, and 
bore the small wearer uninjured down to the valley, 65 feet below! 
 

From the Denbighshire end of the aqueduct I had to finish the walk by myself.  
The canal now passes through a tunnel, about a quarter-of-a-mile long.  From 
the mouth of the tunnel the half circle of light at the other end showed clearly, 
so I started gaily along the raised footway, not in the least realising what a 
long way it would be to the other end.  It was quite safe, with a strong hand-
rail protecting the footway, along which the canal boat horses used to be led, 
from the canal.  Nevertheless, I found it rather an eerie experience, in the half 
light, with the dark water beside me, and more water dripping from the roof.  
Those who do not fancy the idea of this tunnel can walk along the road 
overhead, and re-join the canal to the left of Chirk railway station.  I reached 

Crossing the Pont Cysyllte aqueduct by boat 
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the far end of the tunnel at last.  I was now in a deep cutting, where the canal, 
winding beneath trees, and edged with ferns, flowers and rocks, resembled a 
river.  Then, once more I was in the sunshine, between meadows, with Chirk 
Park on the left.  Chirk Castle, home of the Myddleton family for nearly 400 
years, cannot be seen from the tow path. 
 

It was a hot day; family parties were lunching beside the canal, and boys 
were bathing.  Here, the canal contains clear Dee water, constantly flowing, 
and renewing itself, unlike the stagnant ooze in parts of the Shrewsbury 
Canal. 
 

I passed under perhaps a dozen bridges and through a short tunnel;  after the 
last bridge I had a wonderful view of the Dee Valley, and the not 
unpicturesque railway viaduct crossing it on the right.  Soon after passing 
some quarry machinery there is a drawbridge on the left, leading to a basin. 
The way to Telford's famous aqueduct at Pont Cysyllte is straight on.  I, 
however, crossed the drawbridge, because I had been told that the "Cressy" 
was lying in the basin.  The "Cressy" is the Narrow Boat, about which Mr. L. 
T. C. Rolt has written a particularly delightful book.  It was, in fact, this book 
which prompted me to start walking alongside the canals.  I had expected to 
find the "Cressy" painted all over with roses and castles, but Mr. Rolt had 
used a good deal of restraint on the outside, although traditional patterns 
decorate the interior.  The owner was on board, and I had a chat with him.  
The "Cressy" was originally a "Shroppie Fly-boat" - that is built by the 
Shropshire Union Canal Company, for their "fly" service, which operated day 
and night, with relays of horses.  After several intermediate uses, the 
"Cressy" was bought and equipped by Mr. and Mrs. Rolt, who use her as 
their permanent home, and have explored many canals in her. 
 

I returned to the tow path and soon reached the aqueduct - the second on 
this walk.  It was one of Telford's great achievements, a quarter-of-a-mile 
long and, in the middle, is 150 feet above the Dee Valley.  Like the Chirk 
Aqueduct it is well protected, and is quite safe.  But I have no head for 
heights.  I hated the feeling of being suspended in mid-air.  I forced myself 
along only by clutching the railing.  A workman whom I met stopped and 
asked me, “Don't you like it, Ma"?  "No" I replied, "I'm scared stiff."  He 
obligingly turned back, "to see me across."  I could have wished that he had 
not been so anxious for me to admire the beauty of the Dee below, for to 
have looked down would have about finished me.  To others with weak 
heads, I may say that it is possible to avoid the aqueduct by going down into 
the valley, crossing the Dee by a road bridge, and climbing up again.  This, 
however, is an arduous and circuitous route. 
 

Once across the aqueduct I was in the village of Trevor.  A few minutes’ walk 
uphill brought me to the Crosville 'bus halt, and to the railway station, from 
either of which Ruabon can be reached in about a quarter-of-an-hour. 
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Towpath Charity Walk 

West Midlands waterway operative Mark Lewis is organising a towpath 
charity walk from Llangollen to Stourbridge. 
 

The 101 mile walk to raise funds for cancer charities is planned to start at 
9:00 am on Friday 10 June and finish on Sunday 12 June.  The event is still 
in the early stages of planning and Mark would be pleased to hear from 
walkers who wish to take part or volunteers to help by acting as stewards.  
There are also shorter walks planned for the Sunday starting at various 
points including Norbury and Autherley Junctions. 
 

For more details, please contact Mark on 07710 175161 or email Simon May 
at simon.tonfanau@blueyonder.co.uk 

The Shroppie’s Link to the World 

The “Daniel Adamson” or “Danny” for 
short, is a 200 ton steam powered 
vessel which for two decades at the 
beginning of the 20

th 
century fulfilled 

a vital role in the economic life of the 
Shropshire Union Canal and its 
hinterland.  She was built in 1903 to 
tranship the products, people and 
raw materials carried on the 
Shropshire Union Canal between 
Liverpool Docks and Ellesmere Port 
and was used by the Admiralty as a 
patrol vessel in 1917. 
 

Before she was sold to the 
Manchester Ship Canal 
Company after the decline 
of the “Shroppie” carrying 
fleets in the early 1920s, 
she would have towed 
trains of barges, probably 
mostly Mersey flats, with 
transhipped goods whilst at 
the same time carrying up 
to 100 passengers, many 
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with stories to tell, possibly 
emigrants to the New World or 
soldiers returning to the front. 
 

Her working life on the 
Manchester Ship Canal 
spanned over 40 years, during 
which she was equipped with 
luxurious art-deco style lounges 
for the rich and famous to 
enjoy.  She ended her days laid 
up back at Ellesmere Port. 
 

With no finance to preserve her 
and in an all too familiar pattern 
in heritage, the vessel was left 
to becoming derelict until, just 
like the “Monty”, enthusiasts 
with vision came along and at 
the last moment, poured in their 
time and money to save the 
nation’s heritage.  The work 
carried out by volunteers 
completely restoring the 
engines and protecting the hull 
now amounts to a value of 
about £1 million. 

 

Funded by a £3.8 million grant, the vessel is currently being finally restored in  
Camel Laird’s shipyard in Birkenhead, close to where she was originally built 
and is due to re-enter service in 2016.  Coal fired, with virtually all her original 
features intact, she is unique as the only steam tug tender in the UK and as 
such is registered on the National Historic Ships register alongside “Cutty 
Sark “ and HMS Belfast. 
 

Working with partners 
The vessel, with her restored art deco lounges and unique steaming 
experience, is highly likely to be a powerful attraction for the general public 
and a newly appointed marketing team are currently planning a major media 
campaign to cover her return to service.  At the present moment discussions 
are on-going with the Canal & River Trust at Ellesmere Port’s National Boat 
Museum and the Maritime Museum in Liverpool to establish the main cruising 
base on home waters and where she was built for, at Ellesmere Port. 
 

Volunteer effort has been vital to getting this far and some SUCS members 
and volunteers have been active in both societies, assisting with fundraising 
and specialist marine engineering whilst corporate and charitable foundation 

mailto:simon.tonfanau@blueyonder.co.uk
http://danieladamson.co.uk/
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Nantwich Aqueduct Reopened 

funding has greatly speeded up the project. 
 

The heritage movement has been generous in its support with, in particular, 
the Llangollen Railway now beginning the training of stokers for the “Danny” 
on the theory and practice of steam rising. 
 

Les Green (SUCS volunteer and “Danny” trustee) said, “Planning at the 
moment is intense because the vessel has to be sustained eventually from its 
own revenue and the marketing team is working on every potential revenue 
stream from normal cruising revenue, corporate and family events right 
through to film and TV location work.  The “Danny” will be supported by a 
professional team applying the best management practices and systems but 
at the core of the enterprise will be a wonderful band of volunteers who will 
man the ship and be the public “face” of the organisation.” 

Montgomery Canal Triathlon 2016 

The very popular Montgomery Canal Triathlon will be held on Saturday 7th 
May, this year.  The event covers 35 miles, comprised of: cycling, 17 miles 
from Newtown to Pool Quay; walking, 11 miles from Pool Quay to Morton and 

finally canoeing 7 miles from Morton to the 
Weston Arm Lower Frankton. 
 

Participants can either go for the whole 
course or enter just one or two sections.  
Transport and security for bikes will be 
available and some canoes are available for 
hire. 
 

Entries are coming in and a number of canoes 
have been booked already, so don’t leave it 
too long if you require canoe hire for the day. 
 

I sadly have to report the death of Bob Johnstone, one of the original 
members of the Society.  Bob and his wife, Jan, were on holiday in France in 
October when Bob had a severe stroke.  He was eventually flown home to 
England and although very disabled, appeared to be making progress.  Bob 
died suddenly on 31 January aged 74 years.  

 

We send our condolences to Jan and I will write a full tribute to Bob in the 
next issue of Cuttings. 

 

Pat Wilson 

Farewell to a Founding Member 
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Nantwich Aqueduct Reopened 

Following its £235,000 restoration (See Winter 2015 Cuttings p10) the 
aqueduct was officially reopened by Nantwich mayor Cllr Andrew Martin on 
9

th
 December.  Marc Evans, Project Manager for the Canal & River Trust, 

said  “It has been a privilege to have worked on Nantwich Aqueduct over the 
past eight weeks and to have walked in the footsteps of Thomas Telford.  
The project has been some years in the planning and I would like to say a 
special thanks to all the funders and volunteers who have made it possible.” 
 

A spokesperson for The 
Pilgrim Trust, one of the 
organisations involved in the 
fundraising, added: “The 
Pilgrim Trust was delighted to 
support the essential repairs 
to the iconic Nantwich 
Aqueduct.  It is much loved 
locally as a walkway, vantage 
point and navigation channel 
and is an important gateway 
to the town.” 

The official re-opening (picture courtesy CRT) 

Last year the weather was 
kind and with the rainfall we 
have had in December and 
January, it is hoped there will 
not be much left to fall on May 
7th, when the Friends of the 
Montgomery Canal look 
forward to hosting another 
successful event.  Please 
keep the date clear as lots of 
volunteers are needed to 
marshal the road crossings 
etc. 
 

If you would like to help or 
enter, further details and entry 
forms are available from the 
Triathlon website,  

www.montgomerycanal.me.uk/triath2016info.html or contact: Peter & Judith 
Richards, 01691 831455, peter_richards42@btinternet.com 

http://www.thepilgrimtrust.org.uk/
http://www.thepilgrimtrust.org.uk/
http://www.montgomerycanal.me.uk/triath2016info.html
mailto:peter_richards42@btinternet.com
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Montgomery Events 

The 'big' Making Waves event (July canal festival in Welshpool) will not be 
repeated in 2016.  However, other regular Friends of the Montgomery Canal 
(FMC) events which, during 2015, were 'badged' for the Making Waves season 
will be continuing as usual.  They are: 
 

19th March Welshpool Towpath Litter Pick.  Meet 10.30 am at Welshpool 
Town Wharf.  Car parking in Welshpool's Church Street Car Park ('free 
parking' notices available from Freda Davies on arrival).  Bring sturdy shoes or 
wellies and warm clothing.  Free refreshments later. 
 

23rd April St. George's Day Walk.  Check FMC’s website 
(www.montgomerycanal.me.uk/) for details. 
 

7th May Montgomery Canal Triathlon.  8.30 am start Newtown.  More details 
on page 18. 
 

After this are the FMC AGM (4th June), a Boat Trip to Brithdir (10th July) and 
the Annual Lockwind (13/14 August). 

Overwater Marina Wins Top Award 

Janet & Angus Maughan and David 
Johnson with the Winner’s 
Certificate 

Overwater Marina near Audlem has won 
the TYHA Inland Marina of the Year award 
for the second year running.  The award 
was presented to owners Janet and Angus 
Maughan and manager David Johnson at a 
ceremony at the London Boat Show. 
 

David said: “I am so delighted we won the 
award.  To be named the best inland 
marina in the country for the second year 
running is absolutely wonderful and true 
recognition of all the hard work and effort 
the family and our fantastic team of marina 
staff have put in.” 
 

The award is presented annually by The 
Yacht Harbour Association, which is part of 
British Marine, the marine industry’s 
representative body. 
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R J MARINER J MARINE  
  

BOAT PAINTING 

ALL ASPECTS OF ENGINEERING 

CALL OUT SERVICE 

ENGINE SERVICE AND INSTALLATIONS 

FIT OUTS AND REFITS (cratches, lockers, etc) 

SAFETY AND COMPLIANCE WORK 

 

Telephone 01270 619426 and ask for Joan 

Mobile    07849 039661 

Email   joan.adair@btconnect.com 

Still Wanted: Lockwind Organiser 

Lockwinds raise significant sums for the 
Society and take place twice a year; 
over the end of May Bank Holiday 
weekend and the August Bank Holiday 
weekend.  The post takes little time to 
fulfil beyond the lockwind weekends.  If 
you are interested in helping the 
Society with this position for either one 
or both weekends, please contact Anne 
Lindop, 01630 647289 or Rich Hamp, 01970 832538 for more details. 

SUCS Publicity Stands 

The Society tries to attend as many public events as possible.  Pat Wilson 
does her best to take the SUCS stand to marina open days, waterway 
festivals, Canal & River Trust events and many more.  Pat would welcome 
any help with these events so please spare an hour or so to ‘man a stand’. 

http://www.montgomerycanal.me.uk/
http://www.overwatermarina.co.uk/
mailto:joan.adair@btconnect.com
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In mid November the North Wales and Borders Waterways Partnership held 
its Annual Showcase at Lion Quays on the Llangollen Canal.  The NW&B 
area covers the whole of the Shropshire Union canal system plus the River 
Weaver, and the meeting allowed various organisations within that area to 
showcase their involvement with the canal network within the area.  It was 
also an opportunity for the Canal & River Trust (C&RT) to tell people what 
their plans were for the area and to listen to users’ comments and 
suggestions. 
 

The meeting was 
chaired by Brenda 
Harvey, chair of the 
NW&B Waterways 
Partnership, who 
along with NW&B 
Waterways 
Manager Wendy 
Capelle, was 
responsible for 
setting up the 
meeting.  First 
speaker was 
C&RT’s Chief 
Executive Richard 
Parry who outlined 
C&RT’s objectives 
over the next 15 years.  Whilst reasonable funding is assured for the next ten 
years, there are still many challenges to be addressed.  He outlined the main 
elements of his ten year strategy plan, a major factor of which was to 
increase people’s awareness of what the waterways can offer and get more 
involvement with both local groups and people.  He also emphasised how 
important restoration was and he was keen that C&RT supported the 
volunteer groups. 
 

Wendy Capelle, NW&B’s Waterways Manager followed with a more specific 
local focus.  In particular she stressed how community involvement was a key 
area, particularly with young people including the scouts.  She also stressed 
how impressed she has been with the work of volunteer groups.  These 
included not only those involved with major restoration works but the local 
groups such as STTV & SUMBA who have done much to enhance the 
waterways environment.  Over 24,000 hours of voluntary work has been 
logged in the last year including 50 volunteer lockkeepers.  Also very 
important were the partnerships established with local organisations that had 

NW&BWP Annual Showcase 
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realised for example the 
recent restoration of the 
Nantwich Aqueduct (See 
Winter Cuttings p10). 
 

Brenda Harvey, chair of 
the Partnership, then gave 
a talk on the rôle of the 
Partnership and how a key 
aim was to increase local 
support by engaging with 
local people and 
businesses, for example 
exploring links between 
Cheshire Oaks, the 
Ellesmere Port Museum and the Chester corridor.  Emphasis in particular 
was placed on turning strategy into action with a number of areas to look at to 
get more involvement with local people.  One area being followed was the 
‘Natural Health Service’ project to use the waterways to help improve 
physical and mental health in the local community.  Another aim is to use the 
Montgomery Canal restoration to show how restored sections of waterways 
can add value to the local environment.  The promotion of the World Heritage 
Site around the Pontcysyllte Aqueduct was another area where people can 
discover more about the waterways.  It is vital for the Partnership to develop 
the idea that the waterways are important and to let people realise that there 
is a canal and what it can offer people. 
 

Without wishing to detract from the talks given by the Waterways presenters, 
highlight of the day had to be two short talks, separated by a break for lunch, 

from broadcaster Iolo 
Williams who regaled 
the audience with 
stories of how he 
bunked off school to 
go wildlife watching!  
This interest was 
nurtured by his 
grandfather who 
would take him for 
walks and point out 
the wildlife.  School 
was followed by 
college and 15 years 
working for the RSPB 
in Wales during 

https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/about-us/our-regions/north-wales-and-borders-waterways/north-wales-and-borders-waterway-partnership
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which he was getting requests from 
the media.  This finally led to work 
in television and opened up the 
opportunity to travel the world.  
Flatulent gorillas and lion watching 
were mentioned but Iolo was quick 
to say that living by a canal, albeit a 
length of the Montgomery Canal 
not yet connected to the main 
network, provides him with many 
wonderful opportunities to watch 
British wildlife.  Iolo still finds the 
wildlife of Britain as exciting, if not 
more so, than the ‘exotic foreign’ 
wildlife he has had the privilege to see. 
 

The final part of the meeting consisted of a ‘brainstorming’ session with a 
number of groups, coordinated by C&RT staff, discussing what areas people 
felt that C&RT should be looking at as well as making everyone aware that 
the Partnership is wishing to work with existing groups and communities and 
encourage new groups.  This was a rare opportunity for people to talk directly 
with the waterways management to raise their concerns as well as discuss 
what areas they felt C&RT should be concentrating on; all in all a very useful 
exercise.  Brenda rounded off the day with a brief summary of what was felt 
by the delegates to be the important points for the Partnership to concentrate 
on. 
 

Organiser and Partnership chair Brenda Harvey said, “We were delighted 
with the amount of support given to the event by the North Wales and 
Borders Waterways community.  We hope that everyone enjoyed it.  The 
members of the Waterways Partnership see this annual event as an 
important opportunity to report on what we have been doing and to get 
information and advice on what we should do next.  It was the first time we 
have done anything as big as this and we would like to thank all those who 
helped and exhibited and made it a success.  We are now critically reviewing 
the outcomes from the event to guide us in deciding what we should do next 
year.  A survey has been circulated and we would welcome anyone who has 
ideas for improvements (which we can deliver on a low budget with 
volunteers!) to send them to the Waterways Team at Northwich.” 
 

Altogether about 150 delegates attended plus many C&RT people who were 
on hand for discussion.  A number of local organisations had stands set up 
including the Shropshire Union Canal Society, the Small Tasks Team 
Volunteers and SUMBA.  Let us hope that the event will help improve 
communication between C&RT, people involved with the waterways and the 
general public. 

Illustrations courtesy C&RT, photograph: David Owen-Roberts 
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RICHARD POTTER LTD 
 

Supplier of Quality Hardwoods, Softwoods and Sheet Materials to 

many Narrowboat Owners 

 

We always have large stocks of veneered and marine plywood 

together with extensive stocks of other sheets, hardwoods, etc. 

We offer a full cutting to size and machining service. 

Local delivery service. 

 

Millstone Lane, Nantwich, Cheshire CW5 5PN 

Telephone 01270 625791 Fax 01270 610483 

 

Monday - Friday 8:00 am to 5:00 pm 

Saturday 8:30 am to 4:30 pm 

Sunday (stock and shop sales only) 10:00 am to 1:00 pm 

 

Website address www.fortimber.demon.co.uk 

E-mail richardpotter@fortimber.demon.co.uk 

Audlem Wharf, Shropshire Street, Audlem, Crewe CW3 0DX 01270 812379  
 For menus, events and much more visit:    www.shroppiefly.com 

The Shroppie Fly has undergone a large refurbishment recently and the 
outcome is truly fantastic.  We have created a pub that is full of character 
with a warm welcome to all. 
Check our website for details of special offers and live music events.  
Whether you want a drink by the canal or a place to eat the Shroppie Fly is 
a great place to stop.  Ample parking and nearby visitor moorings make it 
an ideal destination whether you come by boat or car.  Check our website, 
search ’shroppie’ on Facebook or give us a call to see what is going on. 

 

http://www.fortimber.demon.co.uk
mailto:richardpotter@fortimber.demon.co.uk
http://www.shroppiefly.com
http://www.shroppiefly.com
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Cheshire Cat Narrowboat Holidays 
 
Hire one of our comfortable, 2 - 8 berth narrowboats 
to explore the beautiful canals of Cheshire, 
Shropshire and North Wales.  Take the trip of a 
lifetime over the world-famous Pontcysyllte Aqueduct, 
visit historic Chester, the Anderton Boat Lift or cruise 
around the Four Counties or Cheshire Rings. 
Based at Overwater Marina, just north of Audlem. 
 

Full tuition given, pets welcome at no extra charge. 
 

www.cheshirecatnarrowboats.co.uk 
Call 07867 790195 for more details. 
 

Cheshire Cat Training 
Narrowboat Handling courses to suit all abilities.  Half
-day basic boat handling, RYA Inland Waterways 
Helmsman and Inland Waterways Crew certificates, 
two day Life Afloat courses. 
 

Phone 07867 790195 for details of our next course. 
 
www.cheshirecattraining.co.uk 

M & L Canal Services 
 

 Boat Safety Scheme Examinations and remedial work 

 Breakdown and Call-out service 

 Engine Servicing and repairs 

 Plumbing and Electrical work 

 LPG gas installations, testing and repairs  

 Gas Safe registered 
 
Call Mark on 07970 384047 

 

 Page 27 Cuttings Spring 2016 

Stamps Coins & Post Cards 

Pat Wilson 

How time flies!  A Happy New Year to you and many thanks for the kind 
messages which some of you include with your stamp donations, both to me 
and the Society about volunteer input.  Stamp sales total is now £939 with a 
lot still waiting for me to get to my dealer at the time of writing.  We will be 
over the £1,000 again this year; thanks to all of your donations.  If you come 
across any old post cards especially depicting particular towns or villages, 
please send them on.  They can make good money as recently I got £10 for 
one and £5 for another.  One can never tell the value of things until we find a 
buyer! Special thanks this time to: 
Anon x 1 
J & A Bannister 
P Bradley and friends 
D Brown 
C butler 
A Crofts 
J Dodwell 
A Edmed 
L & L Fowler 

M Francis 
D Gibson 
T & B Gough 
M J Harper 
T Hesselgrave & friends 
D Jones 
A Lindop 
C Magner 
M Maund 

D & H Newall 
G Parry 
J & J Riley 
H & C Rushton 
R Scott 
K Sinclair 
R Spurr 
G & J Webber 

http://www.cheshirecatnarrowboats.co.uk
http://www.cheshirecattraining.co.uk
http://www.swanleybridgemarina.com/
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Crime on the Shroppie Part 1 

0871 200 8021 
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This series of articles feature a selection of crimes in the Shropshire Union 
area as recorded in press reports and canal company minutes from 1775 to 
1920.  It does not include murders or suicides, which have been the subject 
of a previous series of articles. 

 

Theft from Boats 
Transport organisations have a special problem: their owners cannot easily 
oversee what is going on.  Most thefts from cargoes were done by boatmen, 
but there is a danger of getting a misleading impression from the various 
incidents.  Boatmen in general were not especially criminal, though they did 
of course have more opportunity than most workers, but ‘Boatman delivered 
the cargo entrusted to him and didn’t have a fight’ wasn’t newsworthy, of 
course. 

 

Alcohol proved particularly tempting.  Henry Parr was sentenced to 10 years 
transportation for theft of brandy, gin and white wine; he had admitted the 
offence and said that the rum found in a jar when the boat was searched had 
been taken from a previous cargo. 

 

A cask of gin proved too attractive for Edward Morris and Thomas Williams.  
They had opened the cask with a gimlet and extracted at least three pints, 
replacing it with water.  They made the mistake of sharing it with a man 
named Ruscoe, who was found helplessly drunk at Froncysyllte and told a 
policeman that Morris had given him a jar of gin. 

 

However, almost anything was vulnerable.  In 1877 three marine store 
dealers of Nantwich, assisted by three boatmen, Edwin Owen, Robert Jones 
and Joseph Maddocks, were accused of stealing three tons of pig iron from a 
boat at Barbridge.  A Shropshire Union employee saw them filling two carts 
and tipped off the police.  When on their way out from Nantwich the 
policemen found the two carts broken down close to each other as a result of 
them being overloaded.  The marine store dealers were apprehended; the 
police then went on to arrest the boatmen which they did but only ‘after a free 
fight with the canal population of Barbridge’.  The boatmen were said to have 
sold to the dealers for 30 shillings as much of the iron as they could carry 
away.  The dealers were each sentenced to nine months’ imprisonment, the 
boatmen to six months’ imprisonment. 

 

Sometimes it was the boatman who suffered the loss.  In 1906 Edward 
Hammonds reported that he had lost a watch valued at four guineas which he 
had last seen in the cupboard of his boat at Pentrefelin.  David Williams, aged 
20, had helped him that day and been given a shilling for his work.  Police 
Sergeant Wyse went to Williams’ house and told him that he was suspected 
of having taken the watch; Williams admitted it and 
produced it from under his pillow.  He said he had 

Crime on the Shroppie Part 1 

http://www.rivercanalrescue.co.uk/
http://www.canalcontracting.co.uk/
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taken it because Hammonds had promised him two shillings for the day’s 
work.  The Court decided on leniency, giving him a suspended sentence and 
a £5 fine and ordering him to pay the costs of the case.  

 

Occasionally a person who admitted guilt was found ‘not guilty’.  In 1839 
James Cooper, a hand on the Mary, broke the cabin lock and took an item of 
brass, which he then used as a deposit to borrow 18 pence in order to buy 
drink.  However, the master of the boat had seen him breaking in, and when 
asked where the brass was he admitted pawning it but said he intended to 
redeem it.  The brass was recovered, and Cooper was told the money would 
be stopped out of his wages.  The court dismissed the case, presumably 
because it was accepted that there had been no intention to permanently 
deprive the owner of the brass, that being one of the necessary elements for 
a case of theft to be proved. 

 

An unusual theft occurred in 1880, when a goldfinch was stolen from the boat 
Emma at Gledrid.  Louise Griffiths, the boatman’s wife, said that she and her 
husband passed the two defendants, both colliers, on the towpath in the 
evening, and when they returned to the boat an hour later the bird (but not its 
cage) was missing, as were a pair of boots.  The police found the bird in a 
cigar box in the accused’s bedroom but not the boots.  The offenders were 
fined 10s each plus costs, it being a first offence. 

Peter Brown 

We all extend a warm welcome to: 

 

Mr R Feeney of Blackheath, London 
Dr and Mrs Rogers of Llanymynech 
 

The Society depends on a steady influx of new members so if you know of 
anybody who would like to join, please point them at our website which 
contains a downloadable membership application.  Alternatively, contact me 
and I will send you a small pack of membership applications and publicity 
leaflets.  There is also a membership form in the back of this magazine. 
 

You can contact me about these or any other membership matter at: 
 

28, Millfield Drive, Market Drayton TF9 1HS, telephone 01630 656525 or by 
email to sucsmemsec@btinternet.com. 

Ian Hendley 

Membership News 
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Saturn’s Travels in 2016 

Confirmed Dates: 
The Easter Gathering, The National Waterways Museum, Ellesmere Port 
25 - 28 March 
Saturn AGM at The Easter Gathering, Saturday 26 March 11.00 am 
Trevor Dry Dock Education Days with CRT Explorers 25 - 29 April 
Lion Salt Works 4 - 5 June 
Middlewich Folk & Boat Festival 17 - 19 June 
Lymm Transport Festival (Education Days from 21 June TBC) 25 - 26 June 
Audlem Festival of Transport 30 - 31 July 
Whitchurch Festival 20 - 21 August 

 

Provisional Dates: 
Llangollen – Education days 2/3rd week in May (to be confirmed) 
Anderton – Education days, dates to be confirmed 
Aqueduct Marina Open Day 24 July to be confirmed 
Ellesmere National Heritage Weekend Open Days 10 - 11 September to be 
confirmed. 
See also:    the Saturn website. 

mailto:sucsmemsec@btinternet.com
http://www.overwatermarina.co.uk/
http://www.saturnflyboat.org.uk/
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Our resident poet Brian Capps NB Whyne Not of Clitheroe has once again 
put pen to paper, reflecting that part of the day many boaters will recognise.  

 

Hard claws tapping on the Galley Floor 
A cold nose in my ear interrupts a snore, 
Brown eyes entreat can we go out boss, 
It’s nearly light and it’s half past four. 
That is a canal morning. 
 

A boat mutters by as I stand and shave 
sliding past with a smile and a wave. 
As they clear our bow they lift their speed 
What’s it worth, the time that they save? 
This peaceful canal morning 
 

Buzzards mewling from nearby trees, 
We watch them soar on a morning 
breeze 
They hunt for breakfast, down on the 
ground 
We wait and watch and take our ease, 
That is a canal morning. 
 

The smell of fried bacon most mornings 
we find 
The aroma of coffee borne on the wind 
The soft swish of water as our boat idles 
by 
They wave and we answer, our meal long 
behind 
That is a canal morning 
 

The sun through the mist and a bridge’s reflection, 
The bow drifting through and the waters deflection, 
A gentle breeze and the rushes rustle 
The feel of the tiller, a tiny correction 
That is a canal morning. 
 

The sun is higher the mist is gone 
Engines are starting and boats moving on 
Boaters are passing exchanging the news 
We stand together enjoying the sun. 
This best of canal mornings. 

Canal Mornings 

A summer morning at Calveley 

September morning at Vale Royal 

http://www.aqueductmarina.co.uk/
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Funding Appeal Extended 

In early 2014 the Shrewsbury & Newport 
Canals Trust launched an appeal to find 
matched funding of £500,000, needed to 
restore the warehouses and basin at 
Wappenshall Wharf.  The total projected 
project cost is £1.5 million and the Heritage 
Lottery Fund (HLF) grant will contribute £1 
million towards this as long as the balance 
can be raised through other sources. 
 

The final date for the SNCT to raise the 
money and submit a Round 2 application to the HLF has been extended from 
12/12/2015 to 12/12/2016.  This is partly in recognition of the quality of the 
project and partly because the HLF has deemed the progress towards 
matched funding to be satisfactory in the present difficult financial climate. 
 

So far the trust has raised £140,000 so the outstanding balance still needed is 
£360,000.  So far the appeal to members and the boating community has 
resulted in pledges or donations of nearly £45,000 and successful 
applications to charitable bodies has pushed the total to almost £95,000. 
 

The progress to date has shown that the SNCT can succeed.  There are 
hopes that Telford and Wrekin Council, who own Wappenshall and have 
leased it to the trust, will be able to find some funds to help but, like all local 
authorities, they are short of money.  We have a new plan to make a direct 
appeal to local people and we have applied for £100,000 of European funding 
with the support of Telford and Wrekin Borough Council and the Marches 
Local Enterprise Partnership.  Further applications for grants to newly 
identified grant 
giving charities will 
be made and the 
trust is working hard 
to interest 
philanthropic 
individuals. 
 

For further 
information contact: 
John Myers 
telephone 01785 
255263, or    07711 
858986 or email 
jma2@onetel.com 

Whappenshall Wharf 
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Change of Email or Address? 

If you move or change your email address, please let the Membership 
Secretary Ian Hendley know.  Failure to do so will result in you missing your 
next copy of Cuttings! 

Collection Boxes 

Banked income to date is £1,218, which is remarkably similar to the last 
couple of years.  As we have fewer boxes in action that's quite good news!  
There's a lot of competition for counter space from other charities, so if you 
know of any business near the canal that doesn't have one of ours, do try a 
bit of persuasion, would you? 

 

Talking of persuasion, I'm delighted to welcome Rich Maund to the team to 
cover Ellesmere.  If anybody else was thinking of volunteering, do get in 
touch - we can find you a job too... 
 

Sarah Thursfield 

Ashwood Marina
Not so much a mooring, more a 

way of life

Ashwood Marina, Kingswinford DY6 0AQ 
Tel: 01384 295535   info@ashwoodmarina.co.uk   

www.ashwoodmarina.co.uk

The Team At Ashwood Marina Offers a Comprehensive Package of Facilities 

and Services to Complement Our Beautiful Moorings:

New Bespoke Boats from Perrydale Narrowboats:

Working with you to create your perfect boat for 

liveaboard and/or cruising expectations.

Prices for owning a brand new boat, designed to 

your specific requirements start at £79,000.

www.perrydalenarrowboats.co.uk

Used Boat Sales:  

Used Boat Sales: 

Wide range of narrowboats and cruisers covering all 

requirements and budgets.  View new and used boat 

details at www.ashwoodcanalboatsales.co.uk

Re-Fits:

Ranging from changing a door, to fitting a 

bathroom, to full fit out.

Craning & Docking:

A monthly service, giving ample time for 

engine and blacking works to be completed.  

Mooring & docking facilities available for 

DIY blacking and fit out work, or we can 

undertake for you.  Also hull 

refurbishment, stretching, engine 

overhauls, painting and sign writing etc.  

Ashwood Marina is located on the Staffs & Worcester Canal between Kidderminster and Wolverhampton

Visit www.ashwoodmarina.co.uk for 

more info or call 01384 295525

Want to Sell Your Boat?  

We urgently need more stock, 

so call us to discuss.

http://cms.snct.co.uk/
http://cms.snct.co.uk/
mailto:jma2@onetel.com
http://cms.snct.co.uk/
mailto:sucsmemsec@btinternet.com
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SUCS AGM 2015 

The Society’s AGM was held on Saturday 5th December in Llanymynech.  
Like most AGMs, it was more of a necessary formality but provided a good 
opportunity for members of the Society to get together.  The minutes of the 
previous meeting and report from the treasurer (published in abridged form in 
Autumn 2015 Cuttings) were formally adopted and acting chair Rich Hamp 
gave a report on behalf of the trustees.  This included thanks to Pat Wilson 
and Fred Barrett who were resigning from Council.  Anne Lindop has stayed 
on as a trustee, but has to give up organising the lockwinds.  An appeal was 
made for someone to take over this rôle as there is now a strong possibility 
that the May lockwind will have to be passed on to another organisation and 
the August one is also at risk.  Anne emphasised that the lockwinds were an 
important source of funds for the Society as well as being a great social 
occasion. 
 

Trustees of the Society come up for re-election in rotation with Anne Lindop 
and Ian Hendley proposed.  No other proposals for election were made and 
Ian and Anne were formally re-elected.  Under any other business John 
Bannister proposed a vote of thanks to members of Council for the immense 
amount of work that is put in on behalf of the Society.  Ian Hendley raised the 
point that it was important to encourage new people to join the Society and, 
more importantly, for people to take on some of the responsibility.  Michael 
Limbrey asked if there was any update on the Lottery grant for the 
Montgomery restoration.  Rich Hamp replied that it was still in place but had 
been deferred for a year due to a struggle to find the match funding.  Anne 
Lindop spoke about the lockwinds. She is struggling to get enough people to 
help with the May event and it will be cut down to just the Friday to Monday 
with no marquee to put up.  Ian highlighted the fact that the 2015 lockwinds 
had raised over £3,000 including Gift Aid. 
 

After the formal meeting ended Brenda Harvey 
(pictured right), chair of the North Wales and 
Borders Waterways Partnership talked about the 
rôle of the Partnership and how it relates to the 
canals.  The NW&B region is a very important one 
as it includes the Pontcysyllte World Heritage site 
as well as a number of other important sites, e.g. 
the Ellesmere Yard.  In summary it is all about 
engaging with local people and groups and 
increasing awareness of the fantastic resource we 
have in the canals.  Much of her talk was a 
condensed version of the presentation at the 
Partnership Showcase, which is included in the 
report on page 22. 
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http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/1303
https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/news-and-views/blogs/heritage-team/ellesmere-yard-forging-ahead-and-braving-the-weather
http://www.nantwichmarina.co.uk/
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Money Matters 

Although written at the end of January, I use my crystal ball to compile a brief 
overview of the Society’s financial situation towards the end of each 
accounting year.  I hope it helps those of you who are interested in our 
financial machinations but find the annual Financial Report a bit too formal 
and structured.  A full report will, of course, be published on our website in 
August and an abridged version in Cuttings in September.  Should you want 
a paper copy of the full report, a request and a C5 stamped addressed 
envelope will do the job.  For any questions you might have, an email or 
telephone call will get a holding answer if not a full one! 
 

The general economic background remains optimistic but low interest rates 
seem set for a while yet.  Society membership continues to fall slightly and, I 
believe, reflects a small but negative shift in the general public’s perception of 
our waterways together with an evolving recognition of Canal & River Trust’s 
role. 
 

The running costs of the Society vary slightly each year and generally provide 
a surplus which helps offset the costs of restoration and any other 
enhancement work.  Income is derived from subscriptions, gift aid, and from 
advertising income generated by Cuttings and totals some £14,000 this year.  
The running costs themselves cover a range of expenses which include 
publishing and distributing Cuttings, all aspects of our insurance, audit, 
general administration, stationery and postage costs.  These expenses 
remain unchanged at some £9,000 and reflect the steady increase in the use 
of emails and electronic publishing. 
 

The funding of restoration work – the main activity of our Society – is met 
from a variety of sources but principally depends on donations, the sale of 
used stamps and recycling (just about £1,000 this year) and general 
fundraising (£4,200 this year).  In addition, we have received £11,000 
towards our Montgomery restoration; the greater part of this is Canal & River 
Trust contributions towards the costs of hiring machinery with the balance 
made up of individual donations.  Investment in the restoration of the 
Montgomery Canal has seen expenditure of nearly £14,500 – up on last year 
and illustrating a real start on restoration south of Pryces Bridge.  Winter 
hedging costs remain at around £1,400. 
 

These summary estimates show that the year will result in a comfortable 
surplus of around £5,000 – a useful kick start for 2016!  Well done and thank 
you to all who have made any sort of contribution. 
 

Ian Hendley 
Treasurer and Membership Secretary 
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BOAT SAFETY SCHEME EXAMINATIONS 
 

I have helped numerous owners cope with the 
ordeal of a Boat Safety Scheme Examination, 

issuing more than 4000 Certificates since 1996 
 

Please ring BRIAN HAYES on 01928 732444 or 07702 262742 
and have a chat about your needs and then, if you want to go 

ahead, we can make an appointment for a visit. 
 

CE MARKING & OWNER’S MANUALS 
 

Advice given willingly about the requirement for ‘CE marking’  
if you wish to sell a craft which is less than 5 years old 

 

TAKE IT FROM THE HORSE’S MOUTH; RUMOURS OF MY 
RETIREMENT ARE TOTALLY UNFOUNDED! 

---------------------------------------------------------------- 

Cheshire East Council has recently carried out an appraisal of a number of 
sites on the Shropshire Union Canal between Nantwich and Ellesmere Port.  
Much of this is outside the Cheshire East area, but they have produced two 
detailed documents, one listing sites from Tilstone to Basin End, Nantwich 
and the other continuing to Marsh Lane Bridge.  The details can be found at: 
 

http://moderngov.cheshireeast.gov.uk/ecminutes/mgAi.aspx?
ID=28290#mgDocuments 
 

Which should take you to Item 62 in a Cheshire East list of minutes (scroll 
down for the links).  The site details are in the links to Appendix 1 Gazetteer 
and Appendix 2 Gazetteer.  (If you have a problem following the link directly 
from the digital Cuttings, try copying the link above and pasting it directly into 
your browser.) 
 

There are some other items of interest in Item 62 concerned with setting up a 
conservation area along the Cheshire East part of the canal.  The gazetteers 
provide a very detailed list of structures along the canal together with brief 
notes on their history. 

List of Structures in Cheshire East 

http://moderngov.cheshireeast.gov.uk/ecminutes/mgAi.aspx?ID=28290#mgDocuments
http://moderngov.cheshireeast.gov.uk/ecminutes/mgAi.aspx?ID=28290#mgDocuments
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The Canal & River Trust has been working on a £250,000 upgrade to three 
lock flights on the Shropshire Union Canal.  Despite the appalling weather, 
C&RT staff have carried on working through the program to replace eight 
sets of lock gates and 14 lock ladders.  At the same time vital masonry 
repairs and ground stabilisation work has also been carried out. 
 

The canal has had to be drained in certain sections to allow scaffolding and 
lifting equipment to be installed and lock gates, weighing several tonnes, to 
be craned in and out.  Other existing gates have been strengthened and 
repaired to create a water tight seal – essential for the smooth operation of 
the navigation. 
 

Kevin Walker (right), a project 
manager with the C&RT, said, 
“This major refurbishment 
programme started just after 
Christmas and our staff have been 
turning out in terrible weather to 
keep the project on track.  The 
constant rain has made working 
conditions particularly challenging.  
It is greatly to the credit of our 
staff that everything is still on plan 
to finish the repair project and re-open the canal on 11th March.  This means 
that the canal will be back in water and open for navigation again in good 
time for Easter and the start of the 2016 main boating season.” 

Major Shroppie Lock Repairs 

Work in progress on 

the Audlem Flight 
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The Shrewsbury & Newport Canals Trust (SNCT) has been given a 'local 
communities' slot in the newly re-opened Shrewsbury Museum.  This is for an 
exhibition covering the Shrewsbury and Newport Canals from their 
construction in the 18th and 19th centuries through to their abandonment in 
1944, what has happened to them since then and the Trust’s plans for their 
future.  A number of themes are featured including the coming of the canals 
to Shropshire, working life on the canals and canal restoration. 
 

Historic items, photographs, maps and plans are used to explore these 
themes with artefacts used to illustrate them.  A number of items have been 
loaned by the National Waterways Museum, the Canal & River Trust 
boatyards at Ellesmere and Norbury, the Saturn fly boat project and by SNCT 
members and other local people.  In addition there is an audio-visual display 
of some of the interviews with local residents that have been carried out by 
the SNCT’s Oral History Project, illustrated by past and present-day scenes 
of the canal in Shrewsbury.  The event runs from 26th January to 16th April. 
 

During the event there will be some talks on canal-based subjects in the 
museum on Saturday afternoon at 2:30 pm.  These include: 
 

19th March Tony Lewery The restoration of the Shropshire Union 
flyboat Saturn 

9th April Bernie Jones The Shrewsbury & Newport Canals and their 
Restoration 

 

Tickets for the talks can be obtained in advance from the museum (£3 
including museum entrance) www.shrewsburymuseum.org.uk  
Tel: 01743 258885.  Please note the museum is closed on 10th April. 
 

For further information contact: John Myers Tel 01785 255263  
Mobile 07711 858986 Email jma2@onetel.com 

Reconstruction of a forge (right) 

An Abandoned Canal 

http://cms.snct.co.uk/
http://www.shrewsburymuseum.org.uk
mailto:jma2@onetel.com
http://cms.snct.co.uk/
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Working in partnership with the Canal & River Trust North Wales and Borders 
Waterways 
 

On 13th January a considerable number of volunteers gathered for a 
celebration lunch arranged by CRT.  Regional Waterway Manager Wendy 
Capelle presented some new national awards in thanks for many hours of 
service: Bronze for 500 hours, Silver for 1,000 hours, and Gold for 5,000 
hours.  Paul Mills, leader of STTV, received a Silver Award.  Maurice Ward, 
who had been co-leader of STTV up to 2015, also received a Silver Award.  

On 28th January, STTV were back at Burland.  The main task for the day 
was to spread and compact 55 tonnes of stone to make a more sophisticated 
and, we hope, mud-less area for vehicles.  This was achieved with the aid of 
a digger, a couple of mini dumpers, vibrating plate compactors and a good 
deal of work with shovels and rakes. 

Other tasks included bestowing a good 
measure of TLC on the various totems and 
notices along the towpath from Burland to 
Hurleston and clearing the undergrowth from 
the old wharf front. 
Please address all STTV correspondence 
to: Paul Mills, 0151-336-1049 or 07947-
887909, exelbee@sky.com and Bulletin 
matters to: John Bannister, 
johnbann@aol.com 

Small Tasks Team Volunteers 

Shifting stone at Burland 

Paul Mills receiving his award at the lunch from Wendy Capelle 
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Chas Hardern Boats Ltd Chas Hardern Boats Ltd est 1972 

 

Family run 2 - 6 berth warm and comfortable narrowboats for hire.  All year 

cruising.  Short breaks generally available.  Dog friendly.  Excellent tuition.  

 

Services on site: diesel, gas, pump-out, gift shop. 

 

Also: Gas Safe engineer, 24hr breakdown service.  40 years experience with 

all engine and internal boat repairs. 

 

Members of IWA, BMF, APCO, FSB  Hireboat  handover external audit  

 

T: 01829 732595 E-mail: Chasboats@aol.com Web: www.chashardern.co.uk 

  

mailto:exelbee@sky.com
mailto:johnbann@aol.com
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Chas-Hardern-Boats/239576126090656?ref=ts&fref=ts
mailto:chasboats@aol.com
http://www.chashardern.co.uk
http://www.audlemmill.co.uk/
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26 January - SNCT Abandoned Canal Exhibition at Shrewsbury 
16 April Museum see page 41 
5 March SUMBA’s Clean for the Queen Litter Pick, Middlewich 

Branch (contact SUMBA - sumbacanal@gmail.com) 
19 March Talk by Tony Lewery at Shrewsbury Museum see page 41 
19 March Welshpool Towpath Litter Pick see page 18 
19 March Nantwich Marina Open Day 
9 April Talk by Bernie Jones at Shrewsbury Museum see page 41 
23 April St George’s Day Walk see page 18 
7 May Montgomery Canal Triathlon see page 18 
26 - 30 May SUCS Lockwind, Cholmondeston Lock 
4 June Friends of the Montgomery Canal AGM see page 18 
10 - 12 June Towpath Charity Walk see page 16 
10 July Boat Trip to Brithdir see page 18 
13/14 August FMC Lockwind see page 18 
20/21 August Whitchurch Rally 
25 - 29 August SUCS Lockwind, Cholmondeston Lock 
3/4 September Maesbury Canal Festival cancelled due to unforeseen 

circumstances see page 5 

Dates for your Diary 
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Copy Deadlines 

There are four issues of Cuttings per year, published in June, September, 
December and March.  The copy deadline is 1st of the previous month, i.e.   
1 May, 1 August, 1 November and 1 February.  COPY WILL NOT BE 
ACCEPTED AFTER THESE DATES. 

Cuttings Editors David and Chris Owen-Roberts 01270 567492 
 35 Woodnoth Drive, Shavington, Cheshire CW2 5BW 
 E-mail: sucuttings@btinternet.com 
 

The views expressed in Cuttings are not necessarily those of the Shropshire 
Union Canal Society. 

Contacting Cuttings 

Articles for Cuttings 

We are always pleased to receive contributions for Cuttings.  Text, photos 
etc. can be sent by post or by e-mail.  If you are ‘no good at the words’ 
simply send us the basis of your idea with all the relevant details and we will 
gladly put an article together for you. 

 

BOAT SAFETY CERTIFICATES 
 

competitive rates 
 

10% discount for SUCS members! 

ALL BORDER COUNTIES WATERWAYS COVERED 

NEAL DODD MABSE 
 
 

01686 630250 (evenings) 

BSS Authorised Examiner 
 

 

 

wharfhouse@yahoo.co.uk 

mailto:sumbacanal@gmail.com
http://www.hackgreen.co.uk/
mailto:sucuttings@btinternet.com
mailto:wharfhouse@yahoo.co.uk
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For more information 
contact: 

David Carter 01244 661440, 
E-mail: dcartersucs@hotmail.co.uk 

Advertising in Cuttings 

The advertising rates are: 

 

Half page:  £75.00 for one year (four issues) 
Full page:  £125.00 for one year (four issues) 

 

There is a 10% discount for Commercial Members.  Adverts can start in any 
issue and will be invoiced annually.  
 
To find out more please contact Advertising Manager, Roger Beswick on 
01244 332553, fax 01244 330122 or e-mail haslemere@chester50.plus.com. 

Discounts from our Advertisers 

The following advertisers are offering discounts to members:  Boat Safety 
Examiner Neal Dodd, RCR and Alvechurch Boat Centres Wrenbury.   

Please Support our Advertisers 

Mention that you saw their advert in Cuttings. 

Work Party Dates for 2015-2016 

Recycling for SUCS 

The Society recycles printer cartridges and mobile phones to raise funds.  
You may drop any cartridges or phones in with Pat Wilson at Rincop, Wardle 
and she will pass them on.  Keep them coming!  Every little helps. 

Restoration 5/6 March 16 
Restoration 2/3 April 16 
Restoration 30 April/1/2 May 16 
Restoration 4/5 June 16 
Restoration 2/3 July 16 
Restoration 6/7 August 16 

Restoration 3/4 Sept 16 
Restoration 1/2 October 16 
Restoration 5/6 Nov 16 
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Application for Membership or Membership Renewal of 

the Shropshire Union Canal Society 

I hereby apply for election as a member of the above Society and agree to 
abide by the rules of the Society.  I enclose my remittance for ………………..* 
being my subscription for the year ended 30 June 201… 
 
 
Signed  …………………………………………………..   Date  ………………….. 
PLEASE PRINT IN BLOCK CAPITALS 
 
 
Name  ………………………………………………… (Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms/Dr/Rev) 
 
 
Address  ……………………………………………………………………………… 
 
 
……………………………………………………………...Post Code  …………… 
 
 
Telephone  ……………………………  E-mail  …………………………………… 
Single, Joint, Family: £10  Juniors under 18: £5  Life Membership £200 
If you are applying for Junior Membership please state your age here ………. 
 

Membership Number (for renewals)  ……………………………………………… 
If you are a United Kingdom tax payer please sign the Gift Aid declaration 
below to enable the Society to reclaim the tax paid on your donations 
(including subscriptions). 
 

Name of Society: The Shropshire Union Canal Society 
I want the charity to treat all donations I have made over the last four years 
and all donations I make hereafter as Gift Aid donations. 
 
Signature  ……………………………………………………..  Date …………….. 
 If it is more convenient for you and helps the Society if you pay by Standing 
Order or direct transfer.  Please ask for the appropriate form or set it up with 
your bank using National Westminster Bank Sort Code 55-50-05, account 
number 01630962 and give your membership number or post code as the 
identifying reference.  If you pay automatically PLEASE LET THE 
MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY KNOW.  Please send completed forms to: Ian 
Hendley, Membership Secretary, 28 Millfield Drive, Market Drayton, TF9 
1HS. Telephone: 01630 656525  E-mail: sucsmemsec@btinternet.com 

 

Tick here if you have paid by Standing Order or Direct Transfer 
 
Tick here if you are happy to receive Cuttings by e-mail 

 

 

mailto:dcartersucs@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:haslemere@chester50.plus.com
mailto:sucsmemsec@btinternet.com
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http://www.alvechurch.com/

