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Editorial 

Trustees’ Report: H&S 

Spring has finally arrived enabling the SUCS restoration volunteer group to 
recommence work on the current project on the Montgomery canal, adjacent 
to Pryces Bridge.  The type of work carried out by the volunteer group is 
varied and may require them to carry out operations which they are not 
accustomed to on a regular basis.  The SUCS site management team on site 
take this into consideration when assigning tasks on a daily basis and ensure 
that the individual volunteers have the correct tools and equipment to carry 
out the task and where necessary suitable training in the use of that 
equipment in a safe and controlled manner. 

 

Whatever form of activity people get involved in there is always a possibility 
of an accident or damage to someone’s health.  All work exposes people to 
hazards be they slips, trips or falls, use of dangerous tools and equipment, 
toxic substances, manual handling, working adjacent to water etc.  The 
purpose of the Health and Safety management process is to identify these 
hazards before the task commences and put in place controls to mitigate any 
problems before someone gets injured.  In addition to the paperwork the 
SUCS management team ensure that the volunteers carrying out the work 
have sufficient formal training to use the equipment and perform the work in a 
safe manner. 

 

SUSC have a comprehensive library of Health and Safety documents which 
serve this purpose, these documents are reviewed yearly and updated as 
required throughout the year or new ones produced prior to a specific task 
commencing. 
The volunteers are required to read the associated documents for carrying 

The Shropshire Union Canals will be busy with events this Summer and 
many are included within this packed edition of Cuttings.  There are also 
many things going on behind the scenes to increase funding for our canals, 
including the Chester Canal Conservation Area, Wappenshall Wharf and the 
Montgomery Canal.  Let’s hope these initiatives are successful. 

 

The number of opportunities to volunteer has expanded with work parties 
fitting new mooring rings in Chester, hedge laying on the Monty, litter picking, 
fence repairing, fence painting and much more.  Some of these 
enhancements are featured in this magazine.  Thank you to everyone who 
has been involved in improving ‘our’ canals. 

David and Chris Owen-Roberts 
Editors of Cuttings 
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out the individual tasks as well as attend a “Pre-Job Brief”, the purpose of 
which is to discuss the work with the team and together identify any 
additional hazards in the work area which may be present due to other 
adjacent tasks being carried out or weather related issues which may have 
an effect on the safety of the planned work. 

 

An additional legal requirement SUCS have is the management and control 
of environmental issues associated with the work carried out.  This 
requirement is very diverse and ranges from protection and conservation of 
flora and fauna to prevention and/or containment of spillages into the 
environment.  SUCS have in place all the necessary documentation, 
procedures and equipment to adequately manage these issues should any 
issues occur. 
 

Having robust and comprehensive Health and Safety and Environmental 
processes serve three main purposes: 
Moral, it plays a very important part in ensuring that the restoration working 
party is always put to work in a safe and efficient manner and at the end of 
the day the all volunteers can return home unhurt. 
It’s a legal requirement which is described, at the top level, by the Health and 
Safety at Work Act 1974, supported by numerous HSE guidance and 
regulation documents. 
It demonstrates to our volunteers, local residents, visitors, members of the 
public and any other business organisations associated with the work that it 
is being performed in a professional manner with a strong emphasis on 
Health and Safety and Environmental control. 
 

Pat Tolster, Health and Safety Officer on behalf of the SUCS. 

Dance on Water 

For the last 18 months, organiser John Sloan has been working on a project 
to take twenty disadvantaged children on an eight day boat trip from 
Birmingham to Manchester.  The project is being supported by 
choreographers New Adventures along with the Birmingham Hippodrome,  
The Lowry Manchester and The Canal & River Trust. 
 

When the children arrive at the Lowry they will be performing their dance at 
the Theatre in The Youth Dance Festival.  The project starts on 1st July at 
Norbury Junction and will then move up the Shropshire Union Canal on its 
way to Manchester over 14 days. 
 

The organisers will be pleased to hear from anyone who is willing to 
volunteer with locks etc, especially at Audlem.  Also needed is help with 
steering the boat on its journey from Norbury Junction, not necessarily the 
whole distance.  If you can help, please contact John Sloan on 07505 
445689 or email sloan.john@yahoo.co.uk 

mailto:sloan.john@yahoo.co.uk
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In Memory of Bob Johnstone 

Bob Johnstone, along with his wife Jan, was one of the first members of the 
Shropshire Union Canal Society.  Sadly Bob passed away shortly before the 
last issue of Cuttings was sent to press.  Here, Pat Wilson remembers Bob.  

 

Bob was born at Donnington in 1942 and went to school in Newport 
(Shropshire). 

 

In 1964, a twenty two year old Bob attended a small meeting in Newport 
organised by Major Hilditch to hear from a few enthusiasts about an idea to 
rescue and restore the Shrewsbury and Newport canals which had been 
abandoned for some long time.  Bob took his eighteen year old girlfriend, 
Janet Bird, along to the meeting. 

 

As we all know, the S & N Association was formed after this meeting and Bob 
became secretary but their ambition to restore the canals was not accepted 
by the Ministry of Transport who sold off parts of them. 

 

The S & N Association was not disbanded but instead became the Shropshire 
Union Canal Society with the initial aim to safeguard the future of the 
Shropshire Union system.  That was 50 years ago this year.  Bob and Jan 
kept their original membership numbers of 2 and 3 respectively.  Soon after 
the SUCS was formed a new restoration project, the Montgomery Canal, was 
proposed.  Bob served for many years as a Trustee of the Society and was 
Secretary on and off for a total of eight years until 1977.  

 

One of Bob’s hobbies, from about the age of ten, was photography and this 
continued throughout his life.  Canals and the Montgomery restoration 
featured a lot.  Bob and Jan were regular volunteers in the early days and 
many years later he would still relate stories of funny happenings on work 
parties.  He was well known for being a great talker and for always laughing.  
In 1977 Bob took on the role of Chairman of the Society, a position he held 
for two years. 

 

Bob and Jan never owned a boat but had many holidays on canals with 
friends.  The photograph shown here of Bob on a boat on Lake Windermere 
was taken just last year and shows his love of the water. 

 

Bob had several jobs but as Jan says, the one he loved the most was the last 
one, working as an administrator for APCO (the Association of Pleasure Craft 
Operators), a job he did for ten years. 

 

As reported in the last issue of Cuttings, Bob had a severe stroke in October 
last year and was in a nursing home.  I visited him there just ten days before 
he died unexpectedly.  Knowing that he had lost his speech I took with me 
some photographs that he had taken and given to me in 1973 when he and 
Jan had helped the Nantwich scouts on their boat, Dabber Scout, to cruise 
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the Stourbridge Canal.  Bob recognised all of them and gave his lovely smile 
but one of them caused him to raise his eyebrows and smile!  It was a 
photograph of Bob himself helping to tow the boat through reeds and rubbish.  
I suggested to him that Jan must have ‘stolen’ his camera and taken what is 
a rare photograph of him; Bob was usually behind the lens!  Jan now has that 
photograph. 

 

I attended Bob’s funeral with several other SUCS members.  Many of his 
friends and colleagues were there, too. 

 

One last memory.  Bob had an unusual gait and could be recognised by it 
from a distance.  Whenever Bob’s name is mentioned in my family my eldest 
son, Ian, does a ‘Bob walk’ to the amusement of everyone.  Yes Bob, you still 
give us all a laugh, the same as you did when you first saw Ian imitating you 
years ago. 

 

Thank you, Bob, for all you did for SUCS and canals in general. 
 

Pat Wilson 
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Community Payback for Monty 

The long term plan to restore the Montgomery Canal has been aided by the 
use of a ‘Community Payback’ scheme to help with improving towpath 
surfaces and hedgerows on a half mile stretch between Pant Bridge and 
Penny Garreg Lane in Shropshire. 
 

The Canal & River Trust is working with Warwickshire and West Mercia 
Community Rehabilitation Company (CRC) to carry out environmental 
improvement work along an important section of the dry canal. 
 

This is a trial project, which forms part of the Heritage Lottery Fund-backed 
development phase of the canal restoration.  Ten supervised sessions will 
allow the Trust to gauge the effectiveness of this new approach and may form 
part of the ongoing restoration project for years to come. 
 

Howard Griffiths, waterway supervisor from the Canal & River Trust said, 
“This type of outdoor, environmental improvement work is ideal as a 
community payback scheme.  It offers participants the chance to learn 
valuable work skills and is a highly cost-effective way to improve the canal 
towpath and hedgerows for the benefit of the whole community.” 
 

Sarah Lalieu, Canal & River Trust enterprise manager added, “We are 
delighted to be working with CRC to deliver improvement to the canal corridor 
for the benefit of local people and visitors.  If this pilot is successful we will 
look to extend it to cover other locations in the future.” 
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The forum was held once again on the 21st April with several members from 
C&RT present.  Various subject were discussed along with answers to pre-
submitted questions. 
 

One subject was volunteering with a summary of volunteer activity.  The 
Shropshire Union is very fortunate to have a number of active groups working 
on improving the canal environment and it was noted that Dek Owen, who 
leads the volunteers in the Audlem area, has won Towpath Talk’s Volunteer 
of the Year Award.  In total 34,228 volunteer-hours have been recorded in the 
North West area; an increase of over 7,000 hours from the previous year.  
These cover a wide range of activities from painting to lock-keeping. 
 

A summary of Completed Projects was also given, the highlight being the 
restoration of the Nantwich Aqueduct.  Other completed projects include 
upgrading of the towpath at Pool Quay on the Montgomery Canal.  A number 
of other projects were ongoing including improvements at the National 
Waterways Museum at Ellesmere Port. 
 

There was also an opportunity to ask members of the C&RT team questions 
and a few that were answered covered dredging; delayed due to funding 
diverted to flood repairs, Service Blocks being updated with new wall 
coverings as apparently tiled surfaces are no longer considered clean enough 
and a review was to be done to cover contact details of C&RT staff.  Other 
points raised were about signage which will be replaced throughout the 
system with C&RT branding and addressed to all waterways users.  Shebdon 
Aqueduct, which is a ‘sister’ to the one at Nantwich, has been examined and 
appears to be in worse condition than Nantwich had been, so funding is being 

sought to carry out 
works there.  It was 
Also noted that C&RT 
has the third highest 
number of listed 
buildings in the UK. 
 

The next forum 
meeting will be held in 
Nantwich during 
October.  More 
information about the 
North Wales & Borders 
region can be found on 
the C&RT website, just 
put ‘borders’ in the 
website search box. 

NW&B User Forum 

Stretton Aqueduct from the canal 
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Heritage Award Bid 

Nantwich aqueduct was recently nominated for a heritage award – two 
months after its £235,000 restoration was completed. 
 

The Institution of Civil Engineers 
North West has introduced the 
award this year to celebrate historic 
civil engineering features that 
people and communities know and 
love.  The award complements the 
institution’s annual awards which 
are already held to showcase the 
best of the region’s new civil 
engineering work. 
 

Kate Lynch, heritage advisor at the 
Canal & River Trust, said, “The 
Nantwich aqueduct is one of three iron trough aqueducts of similar 
construction in the area.  It was an influential design by Thomas Telford, one 
of Britain’s most important canal engineers.  The high embankment and use 
of cast iron in its construction exemplify Telford’s bold, challenging approach 
to civil engineering during the industrial revolution.  The aqueduct is protected 
by law as a grade II-listed building.” 
 

Alan Bradley, chairman of the Institution of Civil Engineers’ Cheshire branch, 
described the aqueduct as a ‘well-loved landmark’.  He added, “Telford 
became the first president of the Institution of Civil Engineers, and he 
designed the Nantwich aqueduct when he was in his prime.” 
 

The aqueduct, known as the ‘gateway to Nantwich’, was up against 
nominations from elsewhere in Cheshire and also Cumbria, Greater 
Manchester, Lancashire, Merseyside and the Isle of Man.  Unfortunately it 
didn’t quite make the award.  Darrell Matthews, North West Regional Director 
of the Institution of Civil Engineers, said, “The Nantwich Aqueduct was a 
worthy entrant and was a close contender behind the eventual winner, which 
was Blackpool Tower.  The media coverage around the Aqueduct’s 
nomination showed that local people are proud of it, and quite rightly.  It’s a 
great local landmark with a wonderful historical link to one of Britain’s, and the 
world’s, notable civil engineers.  It’s remarkable to think that this infrastructure 
built with picks and spades two hundred years ago is still in use, and that the 
canals bring so much pleasure to people centuries after they were built.” 
 

To qualify for a heritage award, the work of civil engineering – which could 
include any infrastructure relating to transport, energy, water and sewerage, 
waste management, flood defences or structures such as stadiums, piers, 
bridges or similar – had to be at least 70 years old. 

 

 Page 11 Cuttings Summer 2016 

Lock Usage 

For the last 15 years,  BW/C&RT have 
monitored lock usage over the canal 
network.  We know of course how popular 
the Shropshire Union and, in particular, 
the Llangollen canal are, and this is borne 
out by lock usage.  The data comes from 
monitoring kit that counts up each time a 
lock is used and sends the information 
back to C&RT by means of the mobile 
phone network. 
 

The figures show that overall, lock usage 
in 2015 decreased marginally, by 0.75% 
compared with 2014.  Four Waterways 
saw an increase in lockage (East 
Midlands, North West, South Wales & 
Severn, Kennet & Avon) whereas four 
showed a decrease (Central Shires, North 
East, North Wales & Borders, South 
East).  The remaining three (London, 
Manchester & Pennine, West Midlands) 
effectively showed no change.  There are 
lots of factors at play which will influence 
how much the network is used and 
boaters will no doubt think of good 
reasons that mean some locks see lots of 
boating and others are less well travelled. 
 

So, which locks had the most use and can 
claim to be the most popular on the 
system?  The top five were: 
Hillmorton Lock 2 & 3, Oxford Canal –  9,101 
New Marton Lock, Llangollen Canal –  8,779 
Colwich Lock, Trent & Mersey Canal –  8,348 
Cholmondeston Lock, Shropshire Union Canal –  7,850 
Wardle Lock, Shropshire Union Canal –  7,282 
 

As you can see, three of the top five locks are on the Shropshire Union 
system and the North Wales and Border Region came third overall among 
the eleven C&RT regions. 
 

For more information on lock usage, go to the full report at  
https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/media/library/323.pdf 

New Marton Lock 

https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/media/library/323.pdf
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As reported previously, “Making 
Waves” is not being held this year.  
However a number of local groups 
have got together to create the 
“Welshpool Canal and Food Fest”.  
The event, to be held on 2nd July, has 
a number of activities including 
coracle racing, canoeing, free boat 
rides with the Heulwen Trust and 
angling as well as food stalls, 
entertainment and more. 

 

The main event will be held on 
Church Street car park and Welshpool 
Wharf.  For more information contact 
Welshpool Town Council, 01938 
553142 or email 

town.clerk@welshpooltowncouncil.gov.uk.  Further details will be available 
on the town council website, welshpooltowncouncil.gov.uk nearer the date. 

SUCS Publicity Stands 

The Society tries to attend as many public events as possible.  Pat Wilson 
does her best to take the SUCS stand to marina open days, waterway 
festivals, Canal & River Trust events and many more.  Pat would welcome 
any help with these events so please spare an hour or so to ‘man a stand’. 

Welshpool Canal Fest 
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This winter's hedge-laying was located on 
the towpath at Llanymynech, between 
Bridges 91 and 92 – that is on the navigable 
length.  The terrain and ground conditions 
were easier than in some recent years and 
this was a contributory factor in good 
progress being made. 

 

The work occupied three weekends during 
December, January and February.  We were 
based at either the Visitor Centre associated 
with the Limeworks, or that which is the base 
for the trip boat.  The work parties were 
organised and run in collaboration with CRT 
and we are, as always, grateful for their 
support.  Our thanks also go to the CRT 
‘Friday Gang’ for their invaluable help this 
winter. 

 

We adopted our usual approach in the first 
work party of concentrating solely on 
clearing out any unsuitable material from the hedge without actually doing 
any laying.  The work party was preceded by a visit to site by the Friday Gang 
who moved the barbed wire fence several metres back into the field behind 
the hedge.  This gave us somewhere to put the brash and by the end of the 
weekend it looked as if about 80% of the hedge was in the field!  Fortunately 
they came back the following week and burned it all. 

 

The laying of the hedge began in January and we completed about 70 metres 
during the weekend and cleared out a further 40 metres.  The feature of the 
weekend was a howling 
gale and frequent very 
heavy rainstorms.  This 
resulted in a very full ditch 
behind the hedge and a 
thoroughly waterlogged 
field in which to dump the 
brash.  The rain continued 
more or less unabated for 
the next month and on 
arrival in February it was 
no surprise to find that 
even the ace bonfire 

Hedge Laying - Winter 2015/16 

Work in progress 

Before work started 

mailto:town.clerk@welshpooltowncouncil.gov.uk
welshpooltowncouncil.gov.uk
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specialists of the Friday 
Gang had not managed 
to dispose of the 
accumulated brash.  The 
rain continued throughout 
the work party and 
everybody got soaked 
(twice) over the weekend.  
As one volunteer 
observed, at least the rain 
in February came down 
vertically in contrast to the 
horizontal variety in 
January.  Meteorological 
considerations apart, 
work continued and by the 
end there was a 
continuous length of about 150 m of laid hedge; an impressive sight and one 
which was appreciated by the many towpath walkers, and their dogs, who 
came our way. 

 

Also during February we were asked to tidy up an adjacent section of towpath 
hedge beneath some power lines which had at some point been cut by the 
electricity authorities.  This turned out to be a major undertaking involving a 
considerable input from both our newly qualified hedge cutter operators and 
our chainsaw operators.  Sixty metres of hedge were improved in this way.  

 

David Carter 

The finished hedge and the brash pile 

Walkers’ eye 
view 
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Where the Ellesmere Canal Winds 

Where the Ellesmere canal winds in glorious scenery 
By Lilian Haworth  
 

Lilian finally reaches the top of the Llangollen Canal.  Written over 60 years 
ago, the views described are still spectacular.  Our thanks to the Shropshire 
Magazine for permission to reproduce the article. 
 

For the last section of the Ellesmere Canal, I found it more convenient to stay 
the night at Ruabon.  When I formerly passed through Ruabon in the train I 
had the impression of an industrial district beneath a pall of smoke.  I was, 
therefore, agreeably surprised to find Ruabon - or at any rate the part that I 
saw - looking like any small market town, with a brook beneath a stone 
bridge, and a hill leading up to the fine church, a few shops, and the Georgian 
Posting Hotel, where I stayed.  
 

Among the guests was an interesting party, a husband, wife, and the 
husband's mother, all upon a walking tour, including the mother, aged eighty, 
who could still do her seven or eight miles a day.  Their method was to walk 
three or four miles in the morning, lunch at a hotel where the old lady could 
rest during the afternoon.  Then, after an early tea, they would walk on to the 
place where they had arranged to spend the night.  If the distance worked out 
at more than eight miles, they would arrange for a car to meet them. 
 

After breakfast I returned by bus to Trevor, to walk to Llangollen, and 
eventually to reach Berwyn, the head-quarters of this canal.  I was in 
Denbighshire practically all day, although the canal is part of the Shropshire 
Union Canal system.  This was the most beautiful walk of the series, and it 
would be hard to find more charming scenery than the valley of the Dee, 
between wooded hills and craggy mountains.  The canal is high above the 
river, almost on the hillside, so I had lovely views all day.  
 

I re-joined the tow path where I had left it on the previous day.  It is at first on 
the right of the canal which, however, it soon crosses by a wooden bridge, 
after which the tow path is on the left - that is when facing towards Llangollen. 
After passing an enormous boulder on the opposite side of the water, and 
beneath another wooden bridge, I had a spectacular sight of the great railway 
viaduct crossing the valley, and a lovely view of the Dee, below woods 
hanging on the hillsides.  The sound of the river, dashing over rocks, was 
very companionable.  During the day's walk the Dee was generally in sight - 
near at hand, or winding off in great curves. 
 

Wild roses were still in flower, and were hanging over the dry wall on my left.  
I passed the time of day with the man who tends this length of the canal.  His 
nice black dog was guarding his coat and his lunch 
basket.  I passed under several stone bridges.   
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Just short of the one numbered thirty-eight I had a fine view of the curious 
formation of the pink and yellow EgIwyseg rocks, and of CasteII Dinas Bran, 
a conical hill, crowned with the ruins of a medieval castle. 
 

Now the canal passes under the railway, which runs downhill on the left.  
Here is Sun Bank Halt - not very useful, since only one train for Llangollen 
stops here daily, and not even one in the opposite direction!  A piece of the 
canal bank, filled in with great stones, shows the place where some years 
ago the canal burst through its bank and carried away a piece of the railway 
below.  Immediately afterwards a mail train came on the line.  The engine fell 
into the gap made by the rush of water, and both the engine driver and stoker 
lost their lives. 
 

Very soon, road, railway and river are near together on the left, but far below.  
The traffic can be heard rather than seen, for it is hidden by the trees and 
undergrowth which cover the steep bank.  Across the canal stands a house 
with flowery terraces descending to the water.  I next came to a very 
picturesque stretch, for, on the right, great limestone rocks, where ferns grow, 
rise high above the canal, and there is a view of mountains ahead.  Owing to 
the woodland hiding the valley I quite suddenly found myself above 
Llangollen, which is reached from the canal by a flight of steps.  But I had 
decided to carry on as far as Berwyn, and to visit Llangollen on my way back. 
 

From the head of the steps, a service of pleasure barges runs frequently in 
the summer months between Llangollen and Berwyn.  I decided to try the 
experience of being upon the water, instead of beside it.  These pleasure 
boats hold about twenty people.  A roof protects from sun and rain but the 
sides are open.  The boats are drawn by horses in the old way.  Our horse 
was very large, and the boy who bestrode him very small.  He could only 
climb up onto the horse's back by making use of the chains to which the tow 
rope was fastened.  The boats coming from Berwyn seemed to have the right 
of way, for when we met one our boy would dismount, unfasten the tow rope 
from the horse and throw it into the water, retrieving it very dexterously with a 
hook, when the other boat had passed.  Besides this public service, a 
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The restoration of the 1903 Daniel Adamson, the former Shropshire Union  
Railways & Canal Company’s tug, is nearing completion and the steam 
vessel successfully passed another milestone when she left the dry-dock at 
Cammell Laird and arrived at the wet basin, where she is expected to be until 
late April.  She will then make 
the journey over to Albert 
Dock, Liverpool, where she 
will finally be launched to the 
public as part of The Steam on 
the Dock event on 7 & 8 May. 
 

We hope to have a more 
detailed description of the 
launch party in the next issue. 

Daniel Adamson 

number of punts and canoes were travelling to and fro, upon the canal.  It 
was delightful to glide upon the still water along the lovely valley.  We had a 
glimpse of the slender metal bridge above the Dee, and of the railway station 
higher up.  From the canal terminus, near the Berwyn Hotel, a few minutes 
walk brought me to the so-called Horseshoe Falls, really a great semi-circular 
weir, not unattractive when a good rush of water is coming over, after heavy 
rain.  Here there is a new "Flow Meter" which checks the amount of water 
taken into the canal from the Dee.  On this side of the Dee is Llantisilio 
Church, beautifully situated, and, about a mile further, the lovely ruin of Vale 
Crucis Abbey, in exquisite scenery.  
 

The railway and bus services from Berwyn to Llangollen, and on to Ruabon, 
are both on the other side (the right bank) of the Dee.  On the whole I think 
that the best views are from the railway, which crosses the river between 
Berwyn and Llangollen.  On this occasion I returned to Llangollen by the 
towpath.  It was quite remarkable how different the canal and the scenery 
looked when I was beside the water, instead of upon it.  Back at Llangollen, I 
descended the steps into the town.  Llangollen is, of course, a beauty spot, 
and is also a splendid centre for walks and excursions.  The four-arched 
bridge, built by John Trevor, Bishop of St. Asaph, in 1346, is one of the 
"Wonders of Wales."  Below the bridge the Dee foams over the rocks which 
form the bed of the river.  After a welcome tea at the Bishop Trevor tea 
rooms, at the foot of the steps, and opposite the bus stop and railway station, 
I returned by train to Ruabon, where I changed for Shrewsbury.  The distance 
from Trevor to Llangollen is about five miles, and another two miles on to 
Berwyn. 

The final stages of preparation, 29 April. 
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Digital Preference 

We currently create the digital copy of Cuttings to display two pages at a 
time, to give the same view of the pages as the printed copy.  This is 
sometimes helpful if an article is spread over two pages.  Thus the pages will 
be shown as: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The alternative is to present one page at a time.  
This could have the advantage that it will be easier 
to read as it will display at a larger size on your 
computer screen without needing to zoom in. 
 

In both cases it is easy to move through the 
magazine by scrolling down. 
 

Do you have a preference?  We will be interested to 
hear your views.  And of course we welcome any 
other comments you have about Cuttings. You can 
email us at sucuttings@btinternet.com. 
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In anticipation of a good Summer 
to come (we can hope!) here are 
a few suggestions for canalside 
pubs to visit.  Stopping for a 
drink and maybe something to 
eat at a canalside pub is a 
popular pastime and could also 
be combined with a walk or 
afternoon stroll along the 
towpath.  Sitting in a pub garden 
in lovely weather, watching the 
boating activity on the canal is a 
very pleasant way to pass the 
time and can also be quite 
entertaining. 
 

The Olde Barbridge Inn 

Waterside Pubs and Cafés 

Long-standing Society member Derek Jones is interested in hearing from 
anyone with information on pubs in Welsh Frankton.  Derek has been a 
member of the Society for forty years and has been very active in supporting 
the Society through recycling and appeals. 
 

Derek asks: 
I am researching my Family Tree and have read the book ‘Me Dad’s The 
Village Blacksmith’, Author Alf Strange of Welsh Frankton.  I noticed on page 
53 Alf says, ‘Welsh Frankton had four pubs at one time.’ 
 

I know where 3 of them were/are, but Alf also refers to the ‘Tabnigwent’ down 
Tetchill Lane’.  Does any reader know exactly where that pub was and the 
name of the current building standing there now please?  I know where 
Techill Lane is (Off the A495 near Newnes and the entrance to Hardwick 
Hall, on the left when travelling between Ellesmere and Welsh Frankton) but 
not the location of the pub. 
 

Is the name spelt correctly in the book?  Could it be Tabnygwellt or 
something similar perhaps? 
 

Any reader’s comments however brief would be most welcome.  Thank you. 
 

If anyone has any recollections, Derek will be very pleased to hear them.  He 
can be contacted on 01543 268087, 07884 554154 or by email at 
derekjoneskepler@outlook.com 

Information Request 

mailto:sucuttings@btinternet.com
mailto:derekjoneskepler@outlook.com


 

Cuttings Summer 2016 Page 20 

The closest canalside pub, from a 
Nantwich perspective, is the Olde 
Barbridge Inn at Barbridge on the 
A51 Chester Road.  This pub has a 
fair sized garden with a children’s 
play area and is located on the 
offside of the canal with visitor 
moorings alongside.  This stretch of 
the Shropshire Union Canal is 
generally very busy with boats in the 
Summer as it is positioned between 
Barbridge Junction and Hurleston 
Junction, which is the start of the 
Llangollen Canal, and also on the 
Four Counties Cruising Ring. 
 

Another local pub with plenty of 
nearby canal interest is the Dusty 
Miller at Wrenbury.  Situated next to 
the electric lift bridge with tables 
alongside the Llangollen Canal, this 
pub makes a good canal-watching 
venue. 
 

Also on the Llangollen Canal is the 
Willeymoor Lock situated alongside 
the canal lock of the same name.  This pub is off the A49 not far from 
Whitchurch and has canalside seating as well as a garden and play area.  The 
Willeymoor Lock is close to several long distance walking routes including the 
Sandstone Trail and the Bishop Bennet Way. 
 

A little further afield on the Northern Shropshire Union Canal is the Shady Oak 
on Bates Mill Lane close to Beeston Castle.  This pub, on the offside of the 
canal, has a large garden and plenty 
of tables.  It is a short walk to 
Wharton’s Lock and Beeston Castle 
is only half a mile.  With a footpath 
from Whartons Lock to the castle and 
a return via the lane it would make a 
pleasant circular route to help you 
work up an appetite! 
 

How about Audlem?  The Shroppie 
Fly pub is canalside between locks 
12 and 13 and has outdoor seating 
by the canal.  The Bridge Inn at 
Audlem is also close to the canal 

The Dusty Miller at Wrenbury 

The Willeymoor Lock 

The Shroppie Fly at Audlem 
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with seating outside.  Both pubs are ideally situated for anyone thinking of 
walking beside the locks as it is just over a mile of easy walking to the top 
lock on the flight (and it’s downhill on the way back!).  Usually the locks 
afford plenty of opportunity to watch boats on the move. 
 

Heading south of Audlem, there is a canalside pub at Goldstone Wharf called 
the Wharf Tavern.  It is near Cheswardine in Shropshire and has a large 
garden and plenty of tables.  This pub is also on the offside of the canal, so 
the garden stretches down to the water. 
 

What about a café instead of a pub?  
There are three local canalside cafés, all 
with tables overlooking the water.  At 
Basin End in Nantwich, the licenced café 
is close to the action and the boats.  At 
Venetian Marina, by Cholmondeston 
Lock, the café, serving all day breakfasts, 
has tables outside by the canal and the 
marina.  Thirdly, at Aqueduct Marina at 
Church Minshull the licenced café serves 
a delectable selection of cakes and has 
tables on the terrace overlooking the marina basin. 
 

Combining walking with a pub or café stop is a popular outing and if the pub 
or café is close to the canal the entertainment value increases.  If you are 
thinking about a lunch out or an afternoon drink somewhere, consider a 
canalside venue to add to your enjoyment. 

 

Do you have any suggestions for waterside walks or pubs to visit?  Perhaps 
on other parts of the Shroppie that we’re not so familiar with?  Just let us 
know and we’ll publish your ideas in the next edition. 

Recycling for SUCS 

The Society recycles printer toner and inkjet cartridges and 
mobile phones to raise funds.  Clive and Gill Robertson are 
now handling sending the items for recycling.  Clive asks “If 
you have any such items for the society please email us the 
details at nbrosie2002@gmail.com so we can check if they 
can be accepted for recycling.  The main criteria are that 
they are original manufacturers’ cartridges that have not previously been 
refilled.  Once we know that recycling is possible we can get in touch to 
arrange how to get your items to us.  We live in Llangollen and Pat Wilson of 
Rincop, Wardle is also willing to have items left with her. 

 

Keep them coming, every little helps!” 

Clive and Gill Robertson 

View from Aqueduct Marina terrace 

mailto:nbrosie2002@gmail.com
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Rip Van Winkle leaned on his shovel, raised his hand to shield his ageing 
eyes, and looked south towards Welshpool.  For how many generations had 
he joined Shropshire Union Canal Society work parties?  And then, in the 
distance, a suited figure was coming along the towpath towards him.  As he 
drew nearer, he could see that the it was a Government Minister, and that he 
was carrying a fat black case full of cash.  After all these years…  I don't 
really believe that Society volunteers ever stand and dream.  But could it 
come true? 

 

This is no Fairy Story. 
Once upon a time, there was a meeting between a Minister of the Welsh 
Government and the Mayor of Welshpool and its Town Clerk.  The meeting 
led to a small steering group drawing together a plan to return boats to 
Welshpool.  With Welshpool Town Council were Pat Ward from the Heulwen 
Trust, John Dodwell from the Montgomery Canal Partnership, Gareth 
Thomas, formerly of Powys County Council, and the teller of this tale.  

 

Canals of course are not devolved to the Welsh Government; probably a 
good thing given that they cross the border four times.  But most of what the 
restored Montgomery Canal will bring is within Cardiff's responsibilities, such 

Not Just a Dream? 

Welshpool 
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as tourism, regeneration, leisure, recreation and well-being.  The intention 
therefore is to present the plan to governments in Cardiff and Westminster, 
as a single proposal to reopen the canal into Wales.  On the way, the Town 
Council has been keeping Glyn Davies and Russell George informed, as 
local MP and AM, though the latter faces an election in May.  

 

We reviewed plans, reports, options, from the 1987 Act, from the 
Conservation Management Strategy, and from consultants who had looked at 
Maerdy and Arddleen crossings in 2002/3.  From these came a complete but 
simple plan which went for consultation in March, making headlines in the 
local press.  We were delighted by the results of this initial consultation; every 
response was positive.  There followed discussions with affected landowners 
and the local authorities.  The intention is that the plan will be presented to 
the Governments after May's election.  The plan works from the Society's 
section at Pryces Bridge and looks at five sections: 
Dry Section 
Volunteer engineer Roger Bravey has prepared a detailed scheme for the dry 
section, involving dealing with the old drain in the canal bed, and services in 
or across the canal, repairing bridges and lining the bed.  The railway 
embankment has to be removed – Waterway Recovery Group has made a 
start on that – and Schoolhouse Bridge has to be replaced.  Volunteers could 
contribute much to this section: it is estimated that the cost could be reduced 
by two-thirds by using volunteers.  (At this Mr Van Winkle's shovel gives way 
and he falls to the ground!)  Not all by SUCS though.  (Mr V W opens an 
eye.)  In a recent trial Community Payback offenders worked on the towpath 
and hedging, and they may be able to do more: all sorts of people find 
themselves on Community Payback schemes, and some may be able to 
operate machinery.  Discussions have been taking place about other sources 
of volunteers too.  The coming Lottery bid is to include funding for a Project 
Manager to make working party arrangements – hiring equipment and 
ordering materials: do you know anyone who would be interested? 
Walls Bridge 
Walls Bridge is blocked by a 'temporary' culvert.  At the time of the 1987 Act, 
a scheme was devised to build a new bridge to the east.  You can see the 
start of this as the surfaced area at the end of the children's playground.  
After crossing, the road would run beside the canal to join Carreghofa Lane. 
Williams Bridge and Vyrnwy Aqueduct 
At last we can look forward to replacing Williams Bridge!  There have been 
some extravagant ideas here, but the ideal would be a lift bridge.  I am sure 
many of you will have seen bridges like this at Wrenbury, or  Talybont (Mon & 
Brec), Hungerford (K&A), Stoke-on-Trent (Caldon).  Here though we expect 
only limited use given the conditions of the Conservation Management 
Strategy.  The Aqueduct of course needs some TLC: there should be some 
historic structures funding to help. 
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Maerdy Bridge 
In 2002/3 the canal at Maerdy was threatened by junction improvements 
including a roundabout obstructing the canal.  The idea of a canal diversion 
west of the main road was developed, crossing under it further south where 
the level of the road is high enough.  This is still seen as the most effective 
way of getting past this blockage – at least without another highway scheme 
(which would be at the bottom of a very long list). 
Arddleen Bridge 
There is a bridge at Arddleen: it is just that it was (deliberately) built too low 
for us (leaving the highway at a higher level than the engineers wanted).  At 
the time it was thought that Burgedin top lock would be re-sited north of 
Maerdy, with a deep cutting between.  Consultants have recommended a 
solution no-one has used: the dropped pound.  There would be a nearly-
conventional lock leading into a lowered pound under the road, with similar 
lock to return you to normal water level.  This idea does not match the 
aspiration of restoring a historic waterway, but is again an effective way of 
getting past the obstruction, and less expensive (and complicated) than some 
of the alternatives.  And, although I am as keen as any to see the canal as 
near as can be to the one abandoned eighty years ago, I suspect that 
engineers of yore would have had no qualms about a new system – George 
Buck himself was nothing if not inventive! 

 

And the plan also includes repairs to bridges and other structures, dredging 
and whatever else is necessary to complete the restoration, including the 
additional off-line nature reserves required by the Conservation Management 
Strategy. 

 

It all adds up to £30 million, with £10 million more to use contractors on the 
dry section.  It's a substantial amount, but offers considerable benefits to 
Welshpool and mid-Wales. 

 

SUCS has made a long and honourable contribution to the future of the 
Montgomery Canal, in fund-raising and volunteer effort.  Be prepared though, 

with all the Montgomery 
groups, to be asked for more. 

 

PS: If you live in Wales, ask 
your Assembly candidate to 
support the canal and the 
restoration plan. 

 

We shall be looking at the 
dropped pound at the 
Montgomery Canal Forum on 
27th June.  It is a public 
meeting – come and join us. 

 

Michael Limbrey 
Clafton Bridge 
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RICHARD POTTER LTD 
 

Supplier of Quality Hardwoods, Softwoods and Sheet Materials to 

many Narrowboat Owners 

 

We always have large stocks of veneered and marine plywood 

together with extensive stocks of other sheets, hardwoods, etc. 

We offer a full cutting to size and machining service. 

Local delivery service. 

 

Millstone Lane, Nantwich, Cheshire CW5 5PN 

Telephone 01270 625791 Fax 01270 610483 

 

Monday - Friday 8:00 am to 5:00 pm 

Saturday 8:30 am to 4:30 pm 

Sunday (stock and shop sales only) 10:00 am to 1:00 pm 

 

Website address www.fortimber.demon.co.uk 

E-mail richardpotter@fortimber.demon.co.uk 

Audlem Wharf, Shropshire Street, Audlem, Crewe CW3 0DX 01270 812379  
 For menus, events and much more visit:    www.shroppiefly.com 

The Shroppie Fly has undergone a large refurbishment recently and the 
outcome is truly fantastic.  We have created a pub that is full of character 
with a warm welcome to all. 
Check our website for details of special offers and live music events.  
Whether you want a drink by the canal or a place to eat the Shroppie Fly is 
a great place to stop.  Ample parking and nearby visitor moorings make it 
an ideal destination whether you come by boat or car.  Check our website, 
search ’shroppie’ on Facebook or give us a call to see what is going on. 

 

http://www.fortimber.demon.co.uk
mailto:richardpotter@fortimber.demon.co.uk
http://www.shroppiefly.com
http://www.shroppiefly.com
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Cheshire Cat Narrowboat Holidays 
 
Hire one of our comfortable, 2 - 8 berth narrowboats 
to explore the beautiful canals of Cheshire, 
Shropshire and North Wales.  Take the trip of a 
lifetime over the world-famous Pontcysyllte Aqueduct, 
visit historic Chester, the Anderton Boat Lift or cruise 
around the Four Counties or Cheshire Rings. 
Based at Overwater Marina, just north of Audlem. 
 

Full tuition given, pets welcome at no extra charge. 
 

www.cheshirecatnarrowboats.co.uk 
Call 07867 790195 for more details. 
 

Cheshire Cat Training 
Narrowboat Handling courses to suit all abilities.  Half
-day basic boat handling, RYA Inland Waterways 
Helmsman and Inland Waterways Crew certificates, 
two day Life Afloat courses. 
 

Phone 07867 790195 for details of our next course. 
 
www.cheshirecattraining.co.uk 

M & L Canal Services 
 

 Boat Safety Scheme Examinations and remedial work 

 Breakdown and Call-out service 

 Engine Servicing and repairs 

 Plumbing and Electrical work 

 LPG gas installations, testing and repairs  

 Gas Safe registered 
 
Call Mark on 07970 384047 
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Stamps Coins & Post Cards 

Pat Wilson 

GREAT NEWS!  The total raised this financial year from donated stamps etc 
reached £1,244.  the Society also received a donation of £200 plus gift aid 
from a member who had sold a personal collection of commemorative 
stamps, bringing the total to £1,494.  I think this is a record.  Well done!  

 

On a different note, several times recently I have had to pay £1.50 for 
envelopes of stamps that did not carry the correct postage.  Mostly this is 
because the loose stamps have moved to one end, making the letter too thick 
to go through the 5 mm slot at the sorting office.  Please check whether the 
postage on your envelope needs to be at the rate for a large letter.  This is 
only a few pence more for you, rather than the £1.50 I have to pay at this 
end.  I know that you would not want this to happen.  Sorry to moan!! 

Special thanks this time to: 

Anon x 2 
R Bliss 
S & J Bourne 
P Bradley 
P Brown 
E Buck 

Mr & Mrs Burd 
R & J Cox 
L & L Fowler 
M Francis 
R Hamp 
S & I Hendley 

T Hesselgrave 
D Jones 
A Lindop 
C Magner 
R & J Martin 
M Powell 

M Webber 
R & C Weswick 
NB Sundance 
NB Bilbo Baggins 

http://www.cheshirecatnarrowboats.co.uk
http://www.cheshirecattraining.co.uk
http://www.swanleybridgemarina.com/
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Crime on the Shroppie Part 2 

0871 200 8021 
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This series of articles feature a selection of crimes in the Shropshire Union 
area as recorded in press reports and canal company minutes from 1775 to 
1920.  It does not include murders or suicides, which have been the subject 
of a previous series of articles. 

 

Theft from Shropshire Union Property 
Warehouses were an obvious target, and often a boatman was the culprit.  In 
1846 Samuel Hesketh, a young boatman, together with Joseph Hackey, a 
labourer, and Samuel Jones, a plasterer, were caught breaking into the canal 
company’s cash office attached to the Tower Wharf warehouse at Chester.  
At about 2 am the nightwatchman at the wharf saw a light there, raised a 
colleague, and together they went to investigate.  They found Hesketh 
climbing out of the window, half naked, with two others watching on the steps.  
All three ran off; the police were told; a chase ensued; and Hesketh was 
captured in the nearby  rope walk.  Jones had dived into the canal - obviously 
a mistake as he couldn’t swim, it seems, and he came out ‘nearly half dead’.  
Hackey was recognised from his description and was arrested whilst 
removing night soil in John Street.  Defence counsel argued that the 
prosecution had not proved that the intention was to deprive permanently - 
the Recorder agreed and directed an acquittal.  The prisoners were then 
charged with attempting to commit a felony.  The evidence was exactly the 
same, but this time they were found guilty and sentenced to six months’ 
imprisonment with hard labour. 

 

In 1901 there was a series of thefts of flour belonging to Messrs Barlow & 
Sons from the company warehouse at Birmingham.  The warehouse was 
watched, and on the Saturday night Jarvis, a hand on the boat Saxon, was 
seen to take a sack in the presence of Jarvis, the boat’s captain, and Holt, the 
warehouseman.  The sack was found on the boat.  The warehouseman and 
the boat’s captain were sentenced by the magistrates to two months’ hard 
labour; the crew member was bound over for three months.  

 

A similar offence happened in 1913 when 14 sacks of flour were stolen from 
the company’s warehouse at Oswestry by steerer Wood and his two 
boatmen.  They, and the two men at Welshpool who bought the flour, were 
sentenced to various terms of imprisonment. 

 

The biggest robbery I found evidence for happened early in the First World 
War.  In 1915 309 sacks of flour - over 7 tons - were found to have been 
stolen from the Liverpool warehouse.  The theft was thought to have taken 
place during the food panic at the outbreak of the War.  The Liverpool police 
were unable to find out when or how the flour was taken, which makes it 
sound as if it was an ‘inside job’. 

 

Crime on the Shroppie Part 2 

http://www.rivercanalrescue.co.uk/
http://www.canalcontracting.co.uk/
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The earliest records of theft found relating to the Shropshire Union area 
occurred in 1776 whilst the Chester Canal was being constructed.  The 
minutes noted that  timber was stolen from Cow Lane Depot in Chester by 
‘some evil-disposed person or persons’ and quicksets planted for making a 
towpath hedge were taken from near Rowton Bridge.  

 

During the construction of the Montgomeryshire Canal in 1797 it was 
reported that wheelbarrows were being stolen by local residents.  A reward of 
five guineas was offered, to be paid on conviction.  

 

When in 1826 William Darlington was sentenced to nine month’s 
imprisonment for the theft of a monkey wrench, nobody seems to have 
thought it wrong that the person determining the sentence was John Fletcher, 
Mayor of Chester, and a major shareholder in the canal company.  

 

A theft occurred in unusual circumstances in 1840 when the basin at Chester 
was drained for maintenance of the locks.  Many people were there, 
searching the canal bed for what they could find, particularly coal, one 
imagines.  Various pieces of iron were on the bank, and James Clark, the 
foreman, told the bystanders that these must not  be touched.  Later a paddle 
slide was discovered to be missing.  Acting on a tip-off, Clark discovered that 
it had been sold to the Roodee Foundry for 2s 6d by John Cassidy, a person 
‘of very bad character’.  Cassidy claimed that he had seen other people 
taking iron out of the canal so thought he had a right to do the same.  He 
nearly got away with it on a legal 
technicality as the Recorder, 
John Cottingham, directed an 
acquittal because the canal 
company’s name had been 
incorrectly stated in the 
prosecution papers; however, he 
was indicted again before the 
Grand Jury was discharged, 
found guilty, and sentenced to 
seven years’ transportation. 
 

Peter Brown 

For the first time since I became membership secretary in 2004, there are no 
new members to welcome!  The Society depends on a steady influx of new 
members so if you know of anybody who would like to join, please point them 
at our website which contains a downloadable membership application.  
Alternatively, contact me and I will send you a small pack of membership 
applications and publicity leaflets. 

Membership News 

Canal company warehouse at Ellesmere 
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Annual subscriptions fall due at the end of June and remain unchanged at 
£10 for a single person or a couple.  If you do not have a standing order in 
place, I would ask you to write that cheque promptly please and pop it in the 
post to me.  You may wish to pay using internet banking; if so our bank 
account details are: 
 

Shropshire Union Canal Society Account No: 01630962  Sort Code: 55-50-05 
Please use your membership number or the first line of your address as the 
reference. 
 

Gift Aid remains an important part of membership and, as a registered 
Charity, the Society can reclaim any tax you may have already paid on your 
subscription and any donation you might make.  This process costs you 
nothing but means that your £10 subscription is worth £12.50 to the Society 
so, if you pay income or capital gains tax and have not already done so, 
please ask me for a gift aid declaration that you can complete. 
 

You can contact me about these or any other membership matter at: 
28, Millfield Drive, Market Drayton TF9 1HS, telephone 01630 656525 or by 
email to sucsmemsec@btinternet.com. 

 

Ian Hendley 

http://www.overwatermarina.co.uk/
mailto:sucsmemsec@btinternet.com
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Canal & River Trust has collaborated with the Small Tasks Team Volunteers 
(STTV) to produce a new leaflet.  It is hoped that the leaflet will be distributed 
to visitors, boaters and any other interested parties at Hurleston Locks, to 
which it primarily relates.  STTV are hopeful that it will increase awareness of 
and interest in their work, possibly leading to donations and/or new members. 

New Leaflet 

http://www.aqueductmarina.co.uk/
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Volunteers at Nantwich Aqueduct 

Following its major restoration, volunteers have been busy sprucing up areas 
around the Nantwich Aqueduct.  Members of the Rotary Club of Nantwich and 
Nantwich Civic Society have been out painting fences and handrails at the 
Aqueduct Steps. 

 

Chair of Nantwich Partnership, Jeff Stubbs, said, “The job of smartening up 
this well-used landmark and access to the town was one of Nantwich 
Partnership’s identified projects.  With the main job of restoring the historic 
Aqueduct being recently completed, the local volunteers decided to make the 
area even smarter – using canal colours of black and white.” 

 

The volunteers also cleared two areas where C&RT, in liaison with Nantwich 
Museum, will be installing Interpretation Boards about the canal and town 
centre. 

 

Jeff added, “We have received many compliments during our three sessions 
over the past month of weed-clearing, fence-repairing and painting.  Our 
thanks go to ANSA from Cheshire East Council who have been really helpful 
in assisting with materials and clearing the rubbish.” 

Volunteers, above, after finishing their 
handiwork and right, the area before the work 
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The Brain of Monty quiz is taking place as usual this year.  The money raised 
will be used for projects on the Montgomery Canal. 

Brain of Monty Quiz 

Change of Email or Address? 

If you move or change your email address, please let the Membership 
Secretary Ian Hendley know.  Failure to do so will result in you missing your 
next copy of Cuttings! 

Collection Boxes 

Briefly, the total from collecting boxes for the last financial year was £1,419.  
This is slightly up on the previous year.  As the actual population of ‘working’ 
boxes is declining this is quite good news.  The population of ‘resting’ boxes 
in my loft remains healthy, so if you know of a business on or near any part of 
the Shroppie, do approach them and see if they'll give one a home. 
 

Sarah Thursfield 

Ashwood Marina
Not so much a mooring, more a 

way of life

Ashwood Marina, Kingswinford DY6 0AQ 
Tel: 01384 295535   info@ashwoodmarina.co.uk   

www.ashwoodmarina.co.uk

The Team At Ashwood Marina Offers a Comprehensive Package of Facilities 

and Services to Complement Our Beautiful Moorings:

New Bespoke Boats from Perrydale Narrowboats:

Working with you to create your perfect boat for 

liveaboard and/or cruising expectations.

Prices for owning a brand new boat, designed to 

your specific requirements start at £79,000.

www.perrydalenarrowboats.co.uk

Used Boat Sales:  

Used Boat Sales: 

Wide range of narrowboats and cruisers covering all 

requirements and budgets.  View new and used boat 

details at www.ashwoodcanalboatsales.co.uk

Re-Fits:

Ranging from changing a door, to fitting a 

bathroom, to full fit out.

Craning & Docking:

A monthly service, giving ample time for 

engine and blacking works to be completed.  

Mooring & docking facilities available for 

DIY blacking and fit out work, or we can 

undertake for you.  Also hull 

refurbishment, stretching, engine 

overhauls, painting and sign writing etc.  

Ashwood Marina is located on the Staffs & Worcester Canal between Kidderminster and Wolverhampton

Visit www.ashwoodmarina.co.uk for 

more info or call 01384 295525

Want to Sell Your Boat?  

We urgently need more stock, 

so call us to discuss.

Visit us at CRICK! 
Stand WW70 

mailto:sucsmemsec@btinternet.com
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Along with many other industries, the holiday hire business has had a bit of a 
dip in recent years.  However that could be about to change, according to 
Simon Jenkins, Managing Director of Norbury Wharf, who is seeing some 
very different indicators this year. 
 

He said, “We are up on our bookings for our hire fleet and I think that this is a 
trend with people holidaying in this country.  This will also impact on how boat 
owners use their boats as the lower fuel price will mean more owners getting  
to their boat more often and having more time cruising the system. 
 

The low fuel price will affect cruising habits a lot this year and it is still going 
down.  Ours is still 59p a litre and we will review it – almost certainly 
downwards - at the start of this season when we begin to see some traffic.” 
 

Cheshire Cat Narrowboat Holidays, based at Overwater Marina, Audlem, has 

also seen a similar upturn.  Linda Andrews says, "Our bookings are well up 
on last year.  Apart from returning guests from previous seasons, we are 
seeing a lot of newcomers to boating.  I put this down partly to the very 
popular TV series "Great Canal Journeys" with Timothy West and Prunella 
Scales, and partly to a reluctance to travel abroad this year.  We have also 

Signs of a Promising Season 

The Shropshire Union Canal at Norbury last summer - busy but not buzzing 
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had a lot of interest in short breaks and weekends, particularly from younger 
couples, which is excellent news, recruiting a whole new generation of canal 
lovers.  We have a little trad stern boat to particularly cater for this demand, 
and with a wood-burning stove on board she will be ideal for year-round hire." 
 

Brokerages have also seen an upturn in business.  Whilst trade at the lower 
end of the market has kept things going with people look for a cheap 
alternative to housing, especially in London, leisure use has also seen a rise. 
 

Nick Beech of Aqueduct Marina’s brokerage tells us, “Keeping up to date with 
an ever changing market is by far the most important part of any brokers job; 
currently the market is on the up, not quite the booming 2005 - 2007 period  
but with fewer boats for sale the best are not around for long.” 
 

Not all the boats are being bought with pension pots either as more younger 
people are taking to the water to go cruising.  More boats using the canals 
will help canal-side businesses after what has been a relatively quiet winter.  
Let’s hope that renewed enthusiasm for the canals will bring more people to 
the water and its environs which will lead to a more secure future for our 
waterways. 
 

If we have good weather then the canal system might be buzzing again, like 
we have seen it in the past. 

BOAT SAFETY SCHEME EXAMINATIONS 
 

I have helped numerous owners cope with the 
ordeal of a Boat Safety Scheme Examination, 

issuing more than 4000 Certificates since 1996 
 

Please ring BRIAN HAYES on 01928 732444 or 07702 262742 
and have a chat about your needs and then, if you want to go 

ahead, we can make an appointment for a visit. 
 

CE MARKING & OWNER’S MANUALS 
 

Advice given willingly about the requirement for ‘CE marking’  
if you wish to sell a craft which is less than 5 years old 

 

TAKE IT FROM THE HORSE’S MOUTH; RUMOURS OF MY 
RETIREMENT ARE TOTALLY UNFOUNDED! 

---------------------------------------------------------------- 
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Chester Canal Conservation Area 
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In the last issue we included a piece about the Conservation Area covering 
the Shropshire Union Canal.  We found it on the Cheshire East website and 
included the piece at the last minute.  As a result we missed the involvement 
of the Chester Canal Heritage Trust (Chester is in Cheshire West & Chester).  
We are pleased to give full credit to the Trust and here John Herson, CCHT 
Chair, outlines the current position of the consultation.  A more 
comprehensive piece will appear in the next issue. 

 

Since 2008 Chester Canal Heritage Trust has 
been working with the local councils and BW/
CRT to get the original Chester Canal section 
of the Shropshire Union designated a 
Conservation Area.  The unique character and 
heritage of this early broad waterway needs 
active conservation to ensure its positive 
survival and to minimise damage caused by 
unsympathetic modern developments.  The 
proposed Conservation Area begins at Bridge 
146A in Ellesmere Port (adjacent to the 
existing Ellesmere Port canal conservation 
area) and runs the length of the Wirral Line 
and the original Chester Canal to end at 
Bridge 91 in Nantwich. 
 

The comprehensive appraisal and designation 
document (produced mostly by CCHT) and a 

short explanatory leaflet are the basis for the process of public consultation 
which was launched at a public event in Chester Town Hall on Monday 23 
May 2016 and runs to Sunday 14 August. 
 

The full consultation 
document will also be 
available on the Cheshire 
West and Chester and 
Cheshire East council 
websites.  It is hoped that 
final designation of the 
Conservation Area will be 
achieved late in 2016.  In the 
meantime SUCS members 
are urged to look at the 
proposals and respond to the 
consultation process. 

Chester Canal Conservation Area 

Remains of brickworks near Bunbury Locks 

http://www.nantwichmarina.co.uk/
http://www.chestercanalheritagetrust.co.uk
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Getting there! 
 

Since early 2014 the Shrewsbury & 
Newport Canals Trust has been trying to 
raise matched funding of £500,000 to 
restore the warehouses and basin at 
Wappenshall Wharf.  The total cost of the 
project is £1.5 million and the Heritage 
Lottery Fund, which has extended their final 
Round 2 submission date to 12/12/16, will 
contribute £1 million towards this as long as 

the Trust can raise the balance of £500,000. 
 

A spokesman for the Trust tells us “In early March we launched a local 
appeal to the communities and villages around Wappenshall.  The project is 
particularly relevant to them as the restoration plans include the creation of a 
local community centre, there being nothing like that in the immediate area.  
Since then our volunteers have walked an awful lot of miles delivering many 
thousands of appeal leaflets direct to people’s doors – and it is starting to pay 
off as we are receiving new pledges from the local community regularly. 
 

As a means of inspiring our volunteers and the local people we have erected 
a panel at the entrance to Wappenshall Wharf to display the target we need 
to raise and the amount that we have achieved so far.  At the end of our last 
monthly Wappenshall work party the latest total was revealed and we are 
now up to £173,000, so £200,000 is in sight.  We are through to the 2nd 
round of our application for £100,000 of European funding and are extremely 
hopeful that we will be successful with this – if we manage to get it then we 
are confident that we can still succeed in time. 
 

Our fundraising team is making more applications for grants to newly 
identified grant giving charities and we are working hard to interest 
philanthropic individuals to take an interest”. 
 
More information can be found on the Society’s website,  cms.snct.co.uk/ 

Wappenshall Funding Appeal Latest 

Aqueduct Marina is holding its annual Open Day on 
Sunday 24 July from 10.00 am - 4.00 pm.  There will 
be plenty of activities and SUCS will be there with a 
stand.  If anyone can help, please let Pat Wilson 
know. 

Aqueduct Marina Open Day 

 

 Page 41 Cuttings Summer 2016 

A number of events are being held at Audlem Mill this summer.  The most 
significant of these is the very popular Gathering of Historic Boats held in 
July. 

 

14 May - 11 June 
Steam Punk Costume by Monique Hollinshead, Audlem-based theatrical 
costume designer.  A fascinating exhibition of steam punk costume, including 
full-size steam punk models of a boatman and boatwoman. 

27 - 30 May 
Audlem Festival.  Over 80 free music and arts events in various village 
venues, including poetry workshops at Audlem Mill and The Poet Tree (write 
a poem, and hang it on the poet tree). 
18 June - 17 July 
Audlem Mill 
Centenary.  
Historical 
photographs and 
documents about 
Audlem Mill, an 
animal feed mill 
built by H Kingsley 
Burton in 1915/16, 
powered by a 
Crossley semi-
diesel engine.  The 
Mill was working for 
over 50 years 
before it was converted into one of the earliest canal shops.  It now stocks the 
widest selection of canal books in Britain. 
23 July - 20 August 
Canal Art by Eric Gaskell.  Linocut prints and paintings by the acclaimed 
canal artist Eric Gaskell. 
30/31 July 
Gathering of Historic Narrow Boats.  Now in its eighth year, there will be 
around 40 historic and ex-working narrow boats moored along the bottom 
three lock pounds of the Audlem flight.  Boats include Saturn, the last 
remaining Shropshire Union Fly-Boat, and Fellows, Morton & Clayton 
steamer President and butty Kildare.  On the Sunday afternoon, nearly 300 
historic and classic vehicles parade through the village and assemble on the 
playing field. 
 

There are plenty of moorings in Audlem for visiting boaters, though some of 
the events draw a large number of boats.  All events are free to attend. 

Events at Audlem Mill 

Audlem Mill in its hey-day 

cms.snct.co.uk/
http://cms.snct.co.uk/
http://www.audlemmill.co.uk/
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On 13th April, 10 STTV members installed a much needed ‘stop and shop’ 
facility at the recently opened Waitrose store in Chester.  The task was 
arranged by Chester Canal Heritage Trust and had support from Waitrose.  
The store’s manager, Mr Danby said afterwards, “May I just say a huge thank 
you to all those involved with installing the mooring rings outside the Branch.  
I am confident that they will be a really positive enhancement to the canal.”   

His prediction proved accurate and next morning he treated the first customer 
boat ‘Sweet Chariot’ to a free breakfast! 
 

28th April saw 17 STT Volunteers working again both at Burland and 
Hurleston.  The parking area at Burland was completed with tidy edging and 
top surface dressing and the towpath below Hurleston bottom lock was also 
top-dressed.  Fences were treated, too.  Area Manager Wendy Capelle 
visited the work and saw three CRT staff presented with Certificates of 
Appreciation from STTV in recognition of the invaluable expertise and 
collaboration enjoyed over the winter months. 
 

Please address all STTV correspondence to: Paul Mills, 0151-336-1049 or 
07947-887909, exelbee@sky.com and Bulletin matters to: John Bannister, 
johnbann@aol.com 

Small Tasks Team Volunteers 

Finishing the car park at Burland, Surface dressing at Hurleston and the presentation 

Work in progress (left) and Sweet Chariot using the new mooring rings (right) 
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Chas Hardern Boats Ltd Chas Hardern Boats Ltd est 1972 

 

Family run 2 - 6 berth warm and comfortable narrowboats for hire.  All year 

cruising.  Short breaks generally available.  Dog friendly.  Excellent tuition.  

 

Services on site: diesel, gas, pump-out, gift shop. 

 

Also: Gas Safe engineer, 24hr breakdown service.  40 years experience with 

all engine and internal boat repairs. 

 

Members of IWA, BMF, APCO, FSB  Hireboat  handover external audit  

 

T: 01829 732595 E-mail: Chasboats@aol.com Web: www.chashardern.co.uk 

  

mailto:exelbee@sky.com
mailto:johnbann@aol.com
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Chas-Hardern-Boats/239576126090656?ref=ts&fref=ts
mailto:chasboats@aol.com
http://www.chashardern.co.uk
http://www.audlemmill.co.uk/
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14 May - 11 June Steam Punk Costume Exhibition, Audlem Mill see page 41 
27 - 30 May Audlem Festival see page 41 
27 - 30 May SUCS Lockwind, Cholmondeston Lock 
28 - 30 May Crick Boat Show 
4 June Friends of the Montgomery Canal AGM 
10 - 12 June Towpath Charity Walk 
18 - 19 June Middlewich Folk and Boats Festival 
18 June - 17 July Audlem Mill Centenary see page 41 
2 July Welshpool Canal Fest see page 12 
10 July Boat Trip to Brithdir 
23 July - 20 August Canal Art Exhibition by Eric Gaskill 

see page 41 
24 July Aqueduct Marina Open Day see 

page 40 
30/31 July Audlem Historic Boat Gathering 

see page 41 
13/14 August FMC Lockwind 
20/21 August Whitchurch Rally 
25 - 29 August SUCS Lockwind, Cholmondeston Lock 
3/4 September Maesbury Canal Festival cancelled 

Dates for your Diary 
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Copy Deadlines 

There are four issues of Cuttings per year, published in June, September, 
December and March.  The copy deadline is 1st of the previous month, i.e.   
1 May, 1 August, 1 November and 1 February.  COPY WILL NOT BE 
ACCEPTED AFTER THESE DATES. 

Cuttings Editors David and Chris Owen-Roberts 01270 567492 
 35 Woodnoth Drive, Shavington, Cheshire CW2 5BW 
 E-mail: sucuttings@btinternet.com 
 

The views expressed in Cuttings are not necessarily those of the Shropshire 
Union Canal Society. 

Contacting Cuttings 

Articles for Cuttings 

We are always pleased to receive contributions for Cuttings.  Text, photos 
etc. can be sent by post or by e-mail.  If you are ‘no good at the words’ 
simply send us the basis of your idea with all the relevant details and we will 
gladly put an article together for you. 

 

BOAT SAFETY CERTIFICATES 
 

competitive rates 
 

10% discount for SUCS members! 

ALL BORDER COUNTIES WATERWAYS COVERED 

NEAL DODD MABSE 
 
 

01686 630250 (evenings) 

BSS Authorised Examiner 
 

 

 

wharfhouse@yahoo.co.uk 

http://www.hackgreen.co.uk/
mailto:sucuttings@btinternet.com
mailto:wharfhouse@yahoo.co.uk
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For more information contact: 
 

David Carter 01244 661440, 
E-mail: dcartersucs@hotmail.co.uk 

Restoration 4/5 June 16 
Restoration 2/3 July 16 
Restoration 6/7 August 16 

Restoration 3/4 Sept 16 
Restoration 1/2 October 16 
Restoration 5/6 Nov 16 

Advertising in Cuttings 

The advertising rates are: 

 

Half page:  £75.00 for one year (four issues) 
Full page:  £125.00 for one year (four issues) 

 

There is a 10% discount for Commercial Members.  Adverts can start in any 
issue and will be invoiced annually.  
 
To find out more please contact Advertising Manager, Roger Beswick on 
01244 332553, fax 01244 330122 or e-mail haslemere@chester50.plus.com. 

Discounts from our Advertisers 

The following advertisers are offering discounts to members:  Boat Safety 
Examiner Neal Dodd, RCR and Alvechurch Boat Centres Wrenbury.   

Please Support our Advertisers 

Mention that you saw their advert in Cuttings. 

Work Party Dates for 2016 

Lockwinds raise significant sums for the Society 
and take place twice a year; over the end of May 
Bank Holiday weekend and the August Bank 
Holiday weekend.  Society members are welcome 
to come and help out in any capacity, either 
working the locks, selling merchandise or just for 
the opportunity of a 'chat'.  Contact Anne Lindop 01630 647289 or Rich Hamp 
01970 832538 for more details. 

Society Lockwinds 
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Application for Membership or Membership Renewal of 

the Shropshire Union Canal Society 

I hereby apply for election as a member of the above Society and agree to 
abide by the rules of the Society.  I enclose my remittance for ………………..* 
being my subscription for the year ended 30 June 201… 
 
 
Signed  …………………………………………………..   Date  ………………….. 
PLEASE PRINT IN BLOCK CAPITALS 
 
 
Name  ………………………………………………… (Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms/Dr/Rev) 
 
 
Address  ……………………………………………………………………………… 
 
 
……………………………………………………………...Post Code  …………… 
 
 
Telephone  ……………………………  E-mail  …………………………………… 
Single, Joint, Family: £10  Juniors under 18: £5  Life Membership £200 
If you are applying for Junior Membership please state your age here ………. 
 

Membership Number (for renewals)  ……………………………………………… 
If you are a United Kingdom tax payer please sign the Gift Aid declaration 
below to enable the Society to reclaim the tax paid on your donations 
(including subscriptions). 
 

Name of Society: The Shropshire Union Canal Society 
I want the charity to treat all donations I have made over the last four years 
and all donations I make hereafter as Gift Aid donations. 
 
Signature  ……………………………………………………..  Date …………….. 
 If it is more convenient for you and helps the Society if you pay by Standing 
Order or direct transfer.  Please ask for the appropriate form or set it up with 
your bank using National Westminster Bank Sort Code 55-50-05, account 
number 01630962 and give your membership number or post code as the 
identifying reference.  If you pay automatically PLEASE LET THE 
MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY KNOW.  Please send completed forms to: Ian 
Hendley, Membership Secretary, 28 Millfield Drive, Market Drayton, TF9 
1HS. Telephone: 01630 656525  E-mail: sucsmemsec@btinternet.com 

 

Tick here if you have paid by Standing Order or Direct Transfer 
 
Tick here if you are happy to receive Cuttings by e-mail 

 

 

mailto:dcartersucs@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:haslemere@chester50.plus.com
mailto:sucsmemsec@btinternet.com
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http://www.alvechurch.com/

