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Trustees’ Report 

This particular report is predominately Montgomery Canal orientated for 
which, on this occasion, I make no apologies. 

 

Hopefully clarification on the HLF bid for work on the canal should be 
available in September, and this would allow everyone to establish exactly 
what is financially feasible for the next phase of assorted work on the canal 
and its infrastructure. 

 

The Montgomery Waterways Restoration Trust held their meeting in Newtown 
in June, which was attended by over 70 people.  Certainly by far the best 
attended meeting this writer has ever seen and a reflection of the interest 
being shown by the town in attempting to get reconnected to the canal.  

 

Early July saw the Welshpool Food Festival which, this year, also had a canal 
theme to it with coracle races and attendance by all the canal related 
organisations. 

 

The CRT Trustees visited the North Wales & Borders region in July and had 
an opportunity to see the enthusiasm being expressed for the canal in 
Welshpool as well as a visit to Crowther Hall.  This was followed by a stop off 
at Llanymynech to explore the possibility of restoring the canal towards our 
present work site, as well as a chance to see the winter time hedge laying 
work of the Society and a presentation by CRT on the HLF bid.  This was a 
golden opportunity for the Society’s representatives to convey their 
impressions of what was feasible for future restoration of the canal.  The 
Trustees then went on to Trevor to see the World Heritage site before an 
evening session in Chester where members of the Society were again 
present. 

 

Work continues apace at the restoration work site with the completion of a 
new culvert under the canal and preparation work on shaping the canal to 
take the new liner.  We are also keenly aware of the timing required to allow 
us to start our work on the next section in 2017 when the mitigation work for 
the Great Crested Newts has been finally resolved. 
 

The Society trustees recently had a presentation from the Shropshire Union 
Fly Boat Project about their plans in 2017 to take Saturn from Ellesmere Port 
to Manchester with the recreation of a ‘cheese run’.  This project would be 
greatly enhanced with some able bodied help from Society members at locks 
on the route from Ellesmere Port to Middlewich.  More information will be 
available once plans have been formalised. 
 

Although it might be seen as stuck out on the furthest reaches of the system, 
Ellesmere Port Boat Museum is always worth a visit.  Particularly this year as 
it is celebrating its 40th anniversary with numerous events and the added 
attraction of seeing the wide lock in operation again after the replacement of 
the lock gates. 
 

Rich Hamp SUCS Trustee 
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Editorial 

So much has happened in the last few months on the Montgomery Canal 
restoration, which is exciting news.  The rest of the Shropshire Union isn’t 
forgotten either.  Do come to the AGM if you can.  Enjoy this issue! 

David and Chris Owen-Roberts 
Editors of Cuttings 

It is with deep sympathy that 
the Society reports the passing 
of Iris Staniland, the devoted 
wife of one of the greatest 
stalwarts of our work parties, 
Brian Staniland. 
 

Iris's involvement with the 
Society began with a family 
boating holiday on the 
Llangollen canal.  Whilst 
moored up at Welsh Frankton, 
Brian's inquisitive nature was 
aroused by the BWB sign 
which proclaimed that 'The Montgomery Canal Starts Here'.  Thus began an 
association with the canal, it's restoration, with SUCS and participation and 
attendance at countless Dinghy Dawdles. 
 

Brian and Iris met in 1956 and were married in December 1959.  Their three 
children (Duncan, Claire and Leslie) followed soon afterwards.  Iris began 
keeping goats when it was found that Leslie could not take cow's milk. 
 

In 1974 Brian found a small holding at Pengawsai Fach in South Wales and 
this allowed the goat numbers to rise to nearly fifty.  However in 1988, due to 
excessive new regulations, the goat enterprise was ended and the land was 
dedicated to a Bible garden stocked with plants with biblical connections and 
open to the public. 
 

Iris was a church warden and PCC member for many years.  She also started 
a shop serving local churches with candles, books and cards.  In her mid 70's 
she visited Uganda to see at first hand the work of the church charities there 
and continued to support their work for the rest of her life. 
 

Brian's involvement with the Society's restoration on The Monty began at 
Carreghofa and continued on through the decades to the recently reopened 
section from Redwith to Pryces Bridge.  Iris would often accompany Brian for 
the weekend work parties but, even if she could not 

Iris Staniland 1931 - 2016 
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The Society was represented at a ceremony at Salthouse Dock, Liverpool on 
6th May 2016 to rededicate the steam tug ‘Daniel Adamson’ which was 
originally built for the Shropshire Union Railways & Canal Company 
(SURCC).  The occasion took place in glorious weather and was the 
centrepiece of a steam festival which included a Welsh Highland Railway 
locomotive together with various road vehicles and a traction engine.  The 
occasion was marked by speeches from various local dignitaries and 
members of the Daniel Adamson Preservation Society and culminated in the 
Lord Lieutenant of Merseyside breaking a bottle of specially brewed ‘Danny’ 
beer over the bows. 

 

The ‘Danny’ was built at Cammell Laird shipyard in Birkenhead in 1903 as 
the ‘Ralph Brocklebank’, one of three tugs ordered that decade by the 
SURCC.  
The tug 
towed 
strings of 
Shropshire 
Union craft 
to the 
Liverpool 
docks thus 
linking 
inland 
industrial 
and 
agricultural 
areas with 
the open 
sea and 
the 
markets 
beyond.  

The Saving of the ‘Danny’ 

attend, would always provide him with one of her legendary crumbles, much 
to the envy of the other volunteers on site.  The Dinghy Dawdle was always 
an event pencilled into the Staniland family calendar and Iris was a regular 
participant amongst the boaters before health issues prevented it. 
 

Although physically frail and stooped, Iris stood head and shoulders above 
many in terms of kindness, compassion, encouragement to others and down 
to earth old fashioned wisdom. 
 

Compiled from the tribute written by the Staniland family with additions by 
John Enser. 
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The twin screw, coal-fired tug is believed to be the oldest, operational Mersey-
built ship anywhere in the world.  In these early days, the Ralph Brocklebank 
also carried passengers between Ellesmere Port and Liverpool, a service that 
continued until 1915.   
During the First World War, she also had a short stint working for the Royal 
Navy as an unarmed patrol boat around the Liverpool coastal area.  

 

The decision in 1921 by SURCC to stop canal carrying and to sell off its fleet 
profoundly changed the working life of the Ralph Brocklebank.  The 
Manchester Ship Canal had opened in 1894, the brainchild of a group of 
Manchester mill owners and businessmen led by an engineer from County 
Durham called Daniel Adamson.  Manchester was the cotton capital of the 
world at this time and creating its own dock system meant that the city could 
bypass the high taxes levied by the Port of Liverpool.  The Ralph Brocklebank 
was one of six tugs acquired by MSCC from SURCC in 1922.  She continued 
her towing duties and also started to carry passengers again between 
Manchester and the canal entrance at Eastham.  More significantly, the Ralph 
Brocklebank was also used to take visiting VIPs around Manchester’s inland 
docks and along the ship canal.  In 1936 she became the official director’s 
launch after being given a radical refit and her name changed to that of the 
ship canal’s founding father. 

 

Her technical upgrade was a straightforward case of making her, in today’s 
parlance, ‘fit for purpose’.  The wheelhouse and bridge were raised and she 
acquired a new upper deck and two saloons, making her taller and apparently 
more ‘top heavy’ than the other tugs.  It is the story of the renovation of the 
interiors, however, which is more intriguing.  The directors had requested a 
‘roomy and artistic effect’ and local companies were invited to come up with 
designs for the remodelling.  After much deliberation the interior was recast in 
the then fashionable Art Deco style.  The interior of the tug was thus now a 
miniature version of one of the newer generation of Atlantic liners with whom it 
shared the waters of the Mersey.  She entered service in her new role in 1936 
entertaining distinguished guests, but by the 1960s her towing duties became 
less frequent.  In late 1984 the MSCC decided to withdraw the octogenarian 
tug from service.  Her future was uncertain until arrangements were made to 
move her to Ellesmere Port Boat Museum in March 1986 where initially the 
unique combination of steam engine and stylish Art Deco interiors drew 
visitors.  Alas she soon fell victim to the funding cuts affecting the regions 
cultural and heritage sectors, maintenance became too expensive to carry out 
and by the early 1990s she was starting to show signs of neglect.  Over the 
next decade the Danny’s condition deteriorated and she was vandalised and 
partly set alight. 

 

In February 2004, despite being a unique century-old maritime survivor, she 
was earmarked for scrapping.  But word of this soon got round and volunteers 
formed the Daniel Adamson Preservation Society (DAPS).  The Chairman of 
DAPS bought the Daniel Adamson from MSCC for the princely sum of £1 and 
the campaign was underway. 
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Following on from Lillian’s walks by the canal in the early ‘50s, we continue 
with some more excerpts from the Shropshire Magazine.  The following was 
written by E A Wilson in 1959 and celebrates the start of using the Llangollen 
Canal to provide drinking water to South Cheshire.  It also notes that the 
canal was already being used as a feeder to help maintain the levels of the 
northern Main Line.  Our thanks to the Shropshire Magazine for permission to 
reproduce the article. 
 

Ellesmere Canal Is To Begin A New Lease Of Life 
The Ellesmere Canal, which was originally built to carry limestone and coal to 
kilns for the production of lime, will begin a new lease of life in September.  It 
will be used by the Mid and South-East Cheshire Water Board to carry water 
from the River Dee at Vroncysylte (near Llangollen), to Hurleston Reservoir. 
 

New Life for the Ellesmere Canal 

By April preparations had been made to tow the tug to Eastham and out into 
the Mersey.  The scale of the challenge became clear when the cost of 
insurance, simply to tow her from Eastham to a berth across the river in 
Liverpool, was quoted at £2,000.  But with the goodwill and generosity of 
many, the money was raised and the next task was clearing two decades’ 
worth of mud and rubbish.  As the word spread about the Daniel Adamson’s 
rescue, more members and volunteers joined DAPS, bringing all the skills 
needed to accomplish the restoration free of charge.  Importantly original 
members of the crew also turned up whose knowledge of the quirky workings 
of the old vessel proved invaluable.  Local industry came forward with favours 
such as free surveys, rust repairs, paint, pilotage and the use of some 
redundant buildings as workshops.  Modest grants started to be raised from 
various trusts and funds but more was needed.  The commitment and 
fundraising drive paid off and in February 2015 the Heritage Lottery Fund 
awarded £3.8m to restore the tug to full working order.  This award enabled 
the programme of restoration to be completed culminating in the rededication 
ceremony. 

 

So the Daniel Adamson has been quite literally kept afloat by the hard work 
and dedication of hundreds of skilled volunteers, the goodwill of scores of 
companies and grant funding, principally from HLF.  From a vandalised wreck 
days away from the breaker’s yard, the Daniel Adamson has now joined the 
elite ranks of the National Historic Fleet, the maritime version of Grade I listed 
building status – alongside vessels of national significance such as the Cutty 
Sark, HMS Victory and SS Great Britain.  Quite a story and one that shows, 
once again, what can be achieved by dedicated volunteers! 
 

David Carter 
 

The help of the Daniel Adamson Preservation Society is acknowledged in the 
preparation of this article. 
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Until recently it had always 
been the practice of large 
towns needing pure water for 
its inhabitants, to take their 
supply from a mountainous 
area far removed from any 
likelihood of contamination by 
industrial effluents or even by 
cattle.  These sources were 
either natural lakes or artificial 
ones formed by damming up 
valleys.  They were 
connected to the towns by 
long and expensive pipelines.  
Lake Vrynwy in the Welsh 
mountains supplies water to Liverpool in this manner.   
It is now possible to use river water for the same purpose because of the 
development of purification plant which allows us to produce "potable" water, 
i.e., water fit to drink, from "raw" river water with comparative ease. 
 

The Mid and South-East Cheshire Water Board needed increased supplies 
of water and hit upon the ingenious idea of using the Old Ellesmere Canal to 
solve their problem.  In this way no special pipeline would have to be 
constructed as the canal would serve as an open pipeline.  It is estimated 
that something like three-quarters of a million pounds has been saved. 
 

An agreement to carry out this scheme was reached with the British 
Transport Commission, the owners of the canal, in an Act of Parliament 
passed in 1954.  By this agreement the B.T.C. will be responsible for the 
conveyance of the water from Vron to Hurleston Reservoir and the cost of 
the necessary canal maintenance.  The Board will be responsible for a 
pumping station at Vron which will pump up an extra 8,000,000 gallons of 
water a day into the canal from the River Dee.  It already carried over 
6,000,000 gallons a day from the river to Llantisilio.  They will also be 
responsible for the purification and storage works at Hurleston and pipelines 
to distribute the potable water to Crewe, Sandbach, Middlewich and other 
towns in the area. 
 

The works at Vron are now completed.  The pumping station is only a few 
hundred yards from Telford's great Pontcysyllte Aqueduct, but fortunately 
somewhat masked by the trees which clothe the steep banks at this spot.  
The much more extensive works at Hurleston Reservoir which include a 
reconstructed inlet, raw water pump-house standing in the reservoir itself, 
sedimentation tanks, rapid gravity filters, chemical treatment building, 
administrative block, sludge settling tanks and lagoons, pumphouses and 
pipelines, are expected to be completed by the late summer of this year. 
 

So the old Ellesmere Canal has been reprieved and will remain open 
indefinitely.  The reprieve came only just in time as now no commercial craft 
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navigate even the once prosperous 
Wirral Branch.  The great warehouses 
and basins at Ellesmere Port are 
empty and silent.  They gave birth to a 
vigorous and rapidly developing town 
which has passed through youth, 
maturity, old age and is now quite 
dead. 
 

Why then was this portion of the canal 
not closed to navigation like most of 
the remainder?  The reason was that 
it served as a "feeder" to convey 
water from the River Dee at the Horseshoe Weir, Llantisilio (near Llangollen) 
to the Chester Canal and the Wirral Branch and also to the Middlewich 
Branch of the Chester Canal which joins the Trent and Mersey Canal.  
Where the Ellesmere Canal joined the Chester Canal at Hurleston Junction a 
large reservoir had been constructed in 1829 to store water against periods 
of drought.  To convey water for this purpose and to control its rate of flow 
adequately a certain amount of maintenance was essential.  The passage of 
even a few boats is beneficial in keeping a clear channel.  But maintenance 
boats had still to be used and to operate boats, locks had to be maintained in 
a workable condition.  Periodic weed cutting, dredging and strengthening of 
banks was also necessary.  Some industrial concerns, such as the United 
Dairies at Ellesmere, needed large quantities of water (most of which was 
returned to the canal) for condensing purposes; and farmers had come to 
rely on the canal for watering their cattle.  However, the British Waterways 
was not a philanthropic institution, but a nationalised concern using public 
money.  The revenue from the Ellesmere Canal was now almost nil, but the 
maintenance costs were about £30,000 per year.  If it was to be kept open 
new sources of revenue had to be found and one proposal was to encourage 
pleasure boat traffic by more positive measures. 
 

The British Waterways chose certain canals for this purpose and published 
attractive booklets full of information useful to holiday makers.  The first to be 
published was entitled "Cruising on the Llangollen Canal".  This measure has 
certainly been successful in attracting many more pleasure boats.  Canals 
are also popular with fishermen and they contribute a small amount of 
revenue as a result of their activities.  All these measures, even if successful, 
were quite inadequate to offset the heavy maintenance costs. 
 

So the beauties of Wales around Chirk and Llangollen, with Telford's 
magnificent aqueducts will be preserved for the enjoyment of many future 
canal voyagers. 

 

A more mundane consideration is that much of the water on which they travel 
will finally disappear down the throats of the inhabitants of Cheshire, or to be 
used for washing, bathing and other purposes.  Part of the water rates they 
pay will help to maintain this 164 year-old canal for many years to come. 
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Mikron will be staging their latest production “PURE”, 
at Coton Mill, Gnosall on Tuesday 6th September  The 
production takes a look at the business of chocolate, 
both today and in the past, and plays out the conflicts 
between tradition and modernisation.  For more details 
go to http://mikron.org.uk/shows?details=pure  
 

They are also putting on their performance “Canary 
Girls” at the Anchor Inn, High Offey on Thursday 8th 
September.  This looks at the challenges facing two 
sisters who, in 1914, go from domestic drudgery to the 
apparent excitement of arms manufacturing. 
 

More details at: http://mikron.org.uk/shows?
details=canary-girls 

Mikron Theatre Company 

Limited Edition Print by Dusty Miller 

SATURN ON PONTCYSYLLTE 
AQUEDUCT by DUSTY MILLER 35/50 
SIGNED 

 

Commemorating the restoration of the 
Shropshire Union Fly Boat SATURN and 
the bicentenary of the opening of the 
world famous Pontcysyllte Aqueduct in 
2005, SATURN is depicted as working 
on the Llangollen Fly c 1910.  Restored 
to this livery, she led the official 
celebratory parade of boats across the 
aqueduct on 26 November 2005. 

 

This signed, framed print has been donated to SUCS.  Sealed bids are 
invited to be with Rich Hamp by the AGM, when the winner will be 
announced. 

Waterways World Back Copies 

Mrs Reade in Winsford, Cheshire has some back copies of Waterways World 
from the 1970s.  These magazines are being offered free to anyone who 
would like them, buyer collects.  Telephone 01606 592847 for more 
information. 

http://mikron.org.uk/shows?details=pure
http://mikron.org.uk/shows?details=canary-girls
http://mikron.org.uk/shows?details=canary-girls
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Here are some detailed pictures of the final stages of installing the pipes to 
form the new culvert.  The old brick built culvert, near to Pryces Bridge, was 
installed to take a stream under the Montgomery Canal when it was first 
constructed.  This old culvert had been damaged beyond repair some years 
ago.  SUCS inherited this problem and had to provide a replacement before 
the next phase of restoration, to Crickheath could proceed.  

 

This job was very, very demanding, technically and physically, and had to be 
completed in a very short time scale.  Along with this a walled wharf has been 
built next to Pryces Bridge on the Off Side - another massive construction. 
 

The quality of workmanship, and the physical perseverance by the volunteers 
over the months of June and July, reflect great credit on the Society. 
 

Fred Barrett 

Above: The last section (upright) prior to 

connection. 

 

Right: The final elbow being prepared for 

completion. 

Restoration Work Parties 
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Arddleen Bridge Crossing 

Probably the major obstacles to joining the northern section of the 
Montgomery Canal to the isolated Welshpool section are the dropped road 
bridges.  This was mentioned in Michael Limbrey’s article in the last issue 
(P24) looking at what needed to be done. 
 

One solution is to use a dropped pound, and this prompted SUCS member 
Martin Collins to contact us: 
 

I read the article by Michael Limbrey in the latest edition of Cuttings with great 
interest.  I was present at the opening of the Burgedin locks and took a walk 
up to Arddleen to look at the problem there.  The notion of a dropped pound 
sounds to be a good solution and I just wondered if the inclusion of a sump 
had entered the thinking.  This would connect the two higher levels on each 
side of the dropped pound to maintain water levels.  Apparently the Derby 
canal had a sump 1½ miles long to achieve the same. 
 

His letter was also sent to David Carter who replied: 
 

The technical ideas in the article are tentative at this stage - the main 
emphasis at the moment is identifying sources of funding for the restoration 
onward from Crickheath.  
 

There are several concept ideas about the Arddleen crossing.  One of them, 
you will be glad to know, is the one which you are advocating.  Other ideas 
include running off the water used to a nearby watercourse (similar to the lock 
on the Forth and Clyde) or back pumping as part of the use of the lock.  The 
final design depends on a number of external factors, the most important of 
which is whether the A483 is rebuilt in any way. 
 

It is clear that 
the road 
crossing is 
going to be an 
interesting 
challenge.  We 
look forward to 
seeing how 
this task is 
tackled. 
 

David Owen-
Roberts 

Arddleen Bridge  
 
Photo courtesy 
Pete Kirkham  



 

Cuttings Autumn 2016 Page 14 

Guided Walk to Vyrnwy 
Aqueduct Sunday 11 September, 
2.00pm start (2hr walk).  Join a 
local walk leader who will bring 
to life the history of this stretch of 
the Montgomery canal: what 
makes Carreghofa locks so 
special, what happened to the 
ghost aqueduct and find out 
about the mystery building by the 
Vyrnwy aqueduct.  This circular 
walk will take you back through fields so suitable footwear is recommended. 
Starting point: Llanymynech Wharf Visitor Centre car park. SY22 6EA 
Parking: nearby, village car park behind Dolphin pub by the canal and on 
street parking by local shops or on the north side of the B4398 road.  
Booking recommended: contact Sylvia.edwards@canalrivertrust.org.uk up to 
8 September. 

We were well provided with detailed news as the 
dramatic events of the Falklands War unfolded.  Once 
the conflict was over, the focus of the media was 
inevitably directed elsewhere, but I recall reports of the 
repatriation of some of our service personnel who had 
been killed and buried on the islands.  Those reports 
did scant justice to the operation. 

 

It was a delicate and difficult business.  Falklanders 
had tended graves with loving care.  It was not easy for 
them to see their heroes disinterred when families 
chose that option.  The whole process demanded the utmost tact and 
technical expertise and all was conducted in a military zone where, whilst the 
conflict was apparently over, operations were fraught with constraints.  

 

As a relatively recent recruit to the canal world and volunteering, I was 
amazed to discover that Paul Mills had been the funeral contractor to the 
MOD in these difficult assignments.  I am sure that readers will join me in 
congratulating Paul whose notable achievements have been recognised by 
the award of the South Atlantic Medal. 

John Bannister 
Paul Mills is the main organiser of volunteer group the Small Task Team 
Volunteers and a vice-president of the Society. 

South Atlantic Medal 

Guided Walk from Llanymynech 
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Woodseaves Cutting Restoration 

Woodseaves Cutting, just south of Tyrley locks on the Shropshire Union 
mainline, has a notorious reputation for slippages and bad drainage.  
Slippages of rock and vegetation onto the towpath didn’t help and also 
created a hazard to navigation.  The bad drainage has made the towpath 
almost impassable in places even in dry weather and several attempts have 
been made over the last few years to improve it, largely without success.  
However C&RT has now completed a major £1.1M restoration of the towpath 
and cutting sides which were prone to slippage and sometimes blocking the 
canal.  Here, C&RT’s Project Engineer David Thorne gives us an insight to 
how the project progressed.  Our thanks also to Duncan Davenport from 
C&RT for supplying the photos. 
 

“Woodseaves Cutting is 
approximately 2km long from its 
southern end at Bridge 56 to the 
northern extent at Bridge 59.  The 
canal cuts up to 12m deep 
through the farmland south of 
Market Drayton, crossing several 
major fault lines and exposing 
layers of sandstone and 
mudstone.  Part of the cutting 
forms a Site of Special Scientific 
Interest due to the sandstone 
cliffs on the towpath side of the 
canal centred on High Bridge 
(Bridge 57). 
 

Constructing the cutting in the 
mid-1800s posed major problems 
for its builders.  The fault line 
which the canal crosses 100m N 
of Br 56 marks a significant 
change in the geology and 
consequently the cutting gets 
wider and deeper, with the 
original construction spoil 
mounded on top of the natural 
ground surface.  Even today 
seeping water erodes the 
interbedded mudstones leaving 
the overlying sandstone 
vulnerable to cracking.  The lower 
slopes are formed from soft 
weathered material which is liable to slip when wet. 
 

Access difficulties (top) and washwall repairs 
to the towpath and offside (bottom) 

mailto:Sylvia.edwards@canalrivertrust.org.uk
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Over the last 4 years, the Trust 
has carried out a number of 
projects to improve the condition 
of the cutting and towpath.  The 
highest priority was the removal 
in 2012 of a slip restricting the 
navigation, together with 
stabilisation of rock faces.  This 
was achieved by removing 
vegetation and trees and by 
men on ropes using hand tools 
to remove loose and unstable 
rock. 
 

During further works completed 
in March 2015 we constructed 
retaining walls at the rear of the 
towpath between Bridges 56 
and 57 to prevent slips of 
shallow material from the lower 
slope of the cutting from spilling 
onto the towpath, which we 
resurfaced with gravel.  
Recently work has been 
completed to install wash 
protection to the offside bank 
between Bridges 56 and 57, and 
to repair washwalls and 
reinstate the towpath between 
Bridges 57 and 58. 
 

The works have been completed successfully in spite of significant difficulties 
posed by the site.  In addition to the technical challenges posed by the 
cutting's geology, vegetation and ecology the site has a number of logistical 
problems.  The Shroppie is a key north-south route and works to the cutting 
had to be fitted into the complicated national stoppage plan along with lock 
gate replacements, bridge works, bank repairs etc.  Works were completed 
during the winter months and conditions were typically wet, occasionally sub-
zero.  Washwall and erosion repairs required the canal level to be lowered, 
which in turn required temporary dams and pumps to be installed to ensure 
we transferred enough water to keep the rest of the canal operational.  The 
towpath is relatively narrow, restricting the size of excavators and dumpers 
we could use on the towpath and forcing us to bring in plant and materials by 
water.  This in turn slowed productivity: the nearest access for shipping bulk 
materials in and waste out by road is at Tyrley Top Lock, a 2 - 3hr round trip 
by tug and hopper.  
 

It's been a long process to achieve the improvements in cutting condition but 
it's been especially satisfying to hear the positive feedback from customers.” 

Offside bank repairs (top) and temporary dams 

and pumps for washwall repairs (bottom) 
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S & N C A - In the Beginning... 

Shrewsbury and Newport Canal Association 

In the last issue we included a piece by Pat Wilson in memory of Bob 
Johnstone, one of the founder members of what was to become the 
Shropshire Union Canal Society.  His widow Jan has kindly written this piece 
to give an insight into the setting up of the S & N Association fifty years ago 
which later spawned the Society as we now know it. 
 

It wasn't long after Bob and I had met that he told me he had overheard a 
conversation in Donnington library near to where he lived that had made him 
eavesdrop.  Someone was talking about restoring the Shrewsbury and 
Newport canals.  Bob had always had a fascination with canals and had for 
his own use and interest penned histories on the ones in our area together 
with plans of their routes.  He and a friend, whilst still teenagers, had also 
cruised the Birmingham stretches in a small hire boat (very basic).  They had 
had some fascinating times, avoiding hazards such as one stretch where 
coal had spilled into the cut and they had had to pull the boat through and 
tackling areas where the towpath had disappeared. 

 

So obviously his ears pricked up at the mention of the Shrewsbury and 
Newport canals and he took the opportunity to speak to the person he'd 
heard talking, I think his name was Beron Arden-Wood but can't be sure. 

 

When next I saw Bob he was keen to tell me all he had learned about the 
proposals and plans for the derelict Shrewsbury and Newport canals with the 
eventual aim of opening them from Norbury, down into Newport, through 
Wappenshall and on towards Shrewsbury.  It was hoped that the canals 
could be opened as a facility for all; walkers, boaters, fishermen and those 
who just wanted to wander through quiet countryside away from the noise of 
traffic.  The canals in question covered 22 miles, built in two sections in 1797 
and 1820 and abandoned in 1944 under the Transport Act.  Just 21 years 
later, in 1965, they were a sorry sight; many sections had been sold off and 
filled in and the Berwick Tunnel on the Shrewsbury section at Atcham was 
bricked up at one end because it had become hazardous due to falling 
brickwork and general deterioration. 

 

Bob and I however, were lucky enough to go through the 970 yard, 10' wide 
tunnel designed by Josiah Clowes who sadly died before it was completed.  
Thomas Telford may have been engineer when the tunnel was eventually 
finished.  Our trip through was courtesy of the lengthsman stationed there at 
the time, Malcolm Edwards.  Malcolm later became skipper of a charity boat 
based at Trevor and was awarded MBE for his dedication. 
 

I remember the day of the tunnel visit well; we were poled through the 
shallow water in a small craft by the light of a lamp which was doused 
frequently by dripping water or positive downpours from the roof and 
occasionally we had to remove bricks from the shallow water so we could 
proceed.   
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There had been a wooden towpath, I believe it was the first ever to be built 
through a tunnel and was, I think removed in 1819.  All that was left were the 
rusting iron supports sticking out of the wall.  

 

Roughly halfway along, where most 
probably those constructing the 
tunnel from both ends had met, 
someone had painted in white the 
words `dog-leg'.  Finally reaching 
the bricked-up northern end we 
changed direction and poled back, 
emerging into the light rather wet.  
We squelched back to the car, 
wiping away the water which had 
run down the backs of our necks.  
The other end of the tunnel is still 
sealed; it's not accessible as far as 
I know. 

 

Came the day when Bob heard 
from someone, sadly his name 
escapes me, that an inaugural 
meeting would take place in 
Newport in the rooms of an Adams 
Grammar School teacher, Mr Paris.  
We duly arrived on the night of the 
meeting and climbed the stairs to Mr Paris' rooms facing onto the main street.  
As was to be expected for a school teacher, the room the meeting was held 
in was crowded with books, on the table, on chairs and on the floor which I 
remember had highly polished wooden floorboards. 

 

There were four of us Mr Paris, Bob, myself and one other (again my memory 
fails me, this was fifty years ago!) and our enthusiasm for the cause was 
great as we discussed how to proceed.  Later, when membership cards were 
decided upon as more and more people joined the Association, Bob and I 
were numbers 2 and 3, Major Hilditch I think, was number 1, thus, in 1965 the 
Shrewsbury and Newport Canals Association was formed.  

 

The first annual meeting of the Shrewsbury and Newport Canals Association 
was very well attended by the public.  Held in the Royal Victoria Hotel, 
Newport in June 1966, it was at this meeting that it was unanimously 
resolved that the Association's Committee should examine thoroughly the 
possibility of forming a trust to purchase or lease the canal with the onus 
initially being on the portion stretching from Long Lane via Newport to 
Norbury Junction.  A petition, organised by John Battison the Association's 
publicity officer, was presented at the meeting for signature, the intention 
being that it would be presented to the Ministry of Transport representatives 
at an upcoming meeting.  It read:  

`We the undersigned, wish to affirm our support for the aims of the above 

Lengthsman Mal Edwards aboard the 24 ft 
maintenance boat on which he lived 
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Association.  We wish to object to the proposed elimination of the 
Shrewsbury and Newport Canals and hereby signify our hope that they can 
be restored to good condition for the general benefit of the community.' 

The President of the Association at the time was Mr Patrick Hall of Longford 
Hall and he offered his home as a meeting place on 2 July for the Minister of 
Transport's representative, local interested MPs, Gerry Fowler representing 
the Wrekin, Sir John Holt representing Shrewsbury, and the Chairmen of 
both Shropshire and Staffordshire County Councils.  The aim of this meeting 
was to persuade the attendees to support the aims of the Association.  

 

At the meeting, representatives from the Association were John Boulton 
Chairman, Bob Secretary, Mr F A Creese Treasurer, and John Evans 
Fundraising Officer.  BWB had already contacted us to say that they 
considered restoration very unlikely and disposal was, as far as they were 
concerned, the only option.  Information had also been received by the 
Association that BWB had instructed its local depot to proceed with disposal 
of the canal.  Fish had been taken out and farmers (BWB were not prepared 
to say to whom) had already ploughed over sections of it whilst at Long Lane 
the length had been severed and piling put in. 

 

The meeting decided that the Association would contact both the Minister of 
Transport and BWB with an appeal that the decision be reversed or at least 
delayed whilst Newport Urban District Council confirmed that it was 
interested in obtaining the section that ran through the town with a view to 
restoration (this was eventually carried out in 1967 when, with a grant from 
BWB, works were undertaken to restore it), it was hoped other authorities 
would follow suit. 

 

The rest of the meeting that night covered the problems that needed to be 
overcome and the hopes that eventually the whole of the system might be 
restored, with connection to the River Severn an aim for the future.  By now 
we had contacted the IWA to ask for their support which had been given.  
They also suggested that the Association become a Trust which would help 
further in our efforts. 

 

John Battison announced a public petition was to be presented with the hope 
that at least 22,000 signatures could be obtained to save the canal.  The 
outcome was that some 8,000 signatures were collected and together with 
the Director of the Anglers Co-op Association signing on behalf of his 11,846 
members, the total was nearing 20,000. 

 

In November 1966 British Waterways and some of the S&N Committee met 
in London to discuss the proposals for the canal.  Despite a valiant effort and 
much correspondence between the Association, BWB and interested local 
authorities, the aims of the Association came to nothing.  I remember Bob 
coming home that day very downhearted, more so when later we found out 
that on the very day of the meeting to save the S&N, the authorities were still 
busy selling off stretches of the canal to landowners for virtually no cost.  At 
least in November 1967 the then Dawley Development 
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Corporation (later Telford Development Corporation) put a preservation order 
on the roving bridge at Wappenshall thus preventing those who wanted to, 
from flattening it.  Today English Heritage has taken over its protection.  

 

To a certain extent the Association had anticipated the outcome of our 
appeal, following a meeting in March 1966 when BWB had said that the cost 
of piling just part of the system would be £150,000, a huge sum 50 years 
ago.  From the start BWB had insisted that 'it could not bring itself to believe' 
that restoration was feasible whilst Barbara Castle, the then Minister of 
Transport, when asked to forestall any further works, replied that she could 
not 'see her way to intervene'.  As was quoted at the time when the demise of 
the canal seemed inevitable:  

`Built by Telford, sentenced to death by the LMS Railway Company, 
executed and buried by British Waterways.'  A sad day. 

 

After this set-back, the Association took up a new cudgel and the Shropshire 
Union Canal Society was born; its aim, to foster interest in the county's main 
canal system.  By September 1967 our committee was well established, J 
Boulton Chairman, D Nagington Deputy Chairman, A Clegg Treasurer, R 
Johnstone Secretary, J Williams Membership Secretary, H Arnold Bulletin 
Editor, J Battison Bulletin Producer, H Machin Social Secretary, Committee: 
Mrs A Williams, Miss J Bird, R Lee and J Timperlake. 

 

Many nights were spent at The Old Hall, Cheswardine (home of John 
Battison) where the meetings were held.  After Bob and I were married in 
1968 I remember we'd get home around 1.00 am, fall into bed and then off to 
work next day bleary-eyed.  The evenings were spent with me on the 
typewriter typing up the minutes and any correspondence which had been 
deemed necessary and Bob making phone calls that had been decided upon 
to drum up support for the cause.  Our weekends were taken up with working 
parties on the Montgomery Canal, sometimes on both days, again home late, 
into the bath ready for the following working day. 
 

I remember that we had to cancel some of the work during 1967 due to the 
outbreak of foot and mouth, returning as soon as the all clear had been 
given.  But it was fun; we were young, full of eagerness and most of all hope 
that the Society could succeed.  

 

I will apologise now for any errors in the above.  As mentioned earlier, most 
of this took place over 50 years ago and my memory is not what it was!  I am 
glad that the S&N resurrected itself with new enthusiasts to carry on in 1988, 
meetings of which, until illness in the family prevented it, Bob and I used to 
attend.  Today there is more of a lean towards restoration by the authorities, 
a feeling that we need to protect our history instead of destroying it.  

 

I wish today's Committees all the best in their efforts to finally open the 
Shrewsbury and Newport and Montgomery Canals, more power to their 
elbow and may they succeed in all they wish for.  Good things come to 
people who wait, but better things come to those who go out and get them 
(Anonymous). 

Jan Johnstone May 2016 
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Chester Canal Conservation Area 

Chester Canal Heritage Trust (CCHT) has been working since 2008 to get 
the relevant local authorities to recognise the special architectural and 
historic interest of the Chester Canal and to designate it as a Conservation 
Area.  That goal has now been nearly achieved, and by the end of 2016 we 
hope the Chester Canal Conservation Area will have been formally adopted 
by Cheshire East and Cheshire West and Chester councils.  

 

Trust members carried out almost all the work on the designation documents.  
We were guided and inspired in the first instance by the late Howard 
Dickenson, Chester City Council’s conservation officer and a great canal 
enthusiast.  The appraisal document is dedicated to his memory. Howard’s 
successor, John Healey, conservation officer to the new Cheshire West and 
Chester Council is also a great canal enthusiast and he continued to sustain 
the project.  Kirsty Henderson subsequently took on the role and after 
Autumn 2015 she was responsible for bringing CCHT’s work forward for 
public consultation.  The work was 
also supported by BW and CRT 
officers at all stages. 

 

The public consultation phase began 
on 23 June 2016 and lasts until 9 
September, although the on-line 
survey can be submitted up to 18 
September 2016.  All the 
documentation is on the Cheshire 
West and Chester Council’s web-
site.  SUCS members are 
encouraged to complete the survey. 

Chas Hardern of Chas Hardern 
Narrowboats, at Beeston on the western 
Shroppie Main Line, has received an award 
from the Historic Narrow Boat Owners 
Club.  No, not for one of his popular hire 
boats but for his restoration work on his 
motor boat Dorset.  The 2015 Ken Keay 
Award for wooden narrowboats was 
presented to Chas by HNBC chairman Phil 
Prettyman at the club’s AGM at Lapworth 
village hall earlier this year. 

Award for Chas Hardern 

Chas Hardern (left) and Phil Prettyman 
Photo courtesy Historic Narrowboat Club 

http://www.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/your_council/consultations_and_petitions/council_consultations/chester_canal_conservation_are.aspx
http://www.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/your_council/consultations_and_petitions/council_consultations/chester_canal_conservation_are.aspx
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The Future of Restoration of the Montgomery Canal 
The Montgomery Canal Forum at Newtown (27 June) was the best attended 
ever and was a busy meeting with news and information about the 
Montgomery Canal. 

 

The Forum, first held in 2006, is an annual public meeting which looks at the 
canal, its restoration and what it can mean to Shropshire and mid-Wales.  
The meeting coincided with the publication of a new booklet dealing with all 
aspects of the canal and its restoration.  This document is not available in 
print at the moment, but can be seen online at www.canalrivertrust.org.uk/
refresh/media/thumbnail/28659-the-montgomery-canal-restoration-
strategy.pdf.  It identifies a ten-year ambition to follow the project in the 
current lottery bid with restoration to Welshpool, subject to funding.  

 

The Forum was opened by Cllr Richard Edwards, Mayor of Newtown, who 
spoke enthusiastically of bringing the canal back to the town.  
Speakers then included: 
Lynne Berry, who chairs Bwrdd Glandŵr Cymru, the Welsh board of the 
Canal & River Trust, highlighting the way that the Montgomery restoration fits 
recent Welsh legislation such as the Acts for the Environment, Well-being of 
Future Generations and Active Travel (walking and cycling). 
Sylvia Edwards, the Montgomery Canal Community Development Officer, 
speaking about the recent bid (over £4M) to the Heritage Lottery Fund for a 
project for more channel restoration, more nature reserves, towpath 
improvements and the repair of heritage structures alongside activities and 
events. 
Simon Matthews, a retired industrial designer/hydraulic modeller, who 
offered imaginative ideas to get boats past the lowered bridge at Arddleen by 
a dropped pound between two new locks.  Simon plans to build a model to 
demonstrate its feasibility. 
Michael Limbrey, Chairman, Montgomery Waterway Restoration Trust, said, 
“More people than ever are interested in the future of the Montgomery Canal 
and we had to accommodate many more than expected at the Forum.  So I 
must apologise to anyone who could not get a seat or found it difficult to see 
or hear.  Our speakers made this one of the most interesting Forum meetings 
we have held and covered a wide range of topics, from Welsh legislation to 
planning, and from funding to engineering.  We heard how we might manage 
the next stage of restoration with the help of the Heritage Lottery Fund.  We 
have spent over 5 years getting the details right for our bid for a lottery grant.  
The plan is to restore the canal to the next point where boats can turn, and do 
work to protect the structures and ecology for which the canal is so important.  
We should hear in September whether the bid has been successful.  The 
latest strategy document shows how restoring the Montgomery Canal can 
bring economic, environmental and social benefits.  It predicts additional 
visitors, extra spending, more jobs, and health benefits for the area between 

Montgomery Canal Forum 
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You will remember how the canal in Welshpool came to life last year.  We did 
not try to repeat Making Waves this year – for one reason; trailboats would 
not come in the same numbers for a second year.  However, Welshpool 
Town Council rose to the challenge and the Heulwen Trust and Canal & 
River Trust NWB Partnership entertained us with a 'Canal & Food Festival' on 
the first Saturday in July.  'Canal & Food'?  It is well-known that navvies and 
boaters both eat, so it's logical really!  

 

The Festival used the car park area by the wharf that we had used last year: 
it's a good location, though a pity that the canal cannot be seen from the car 
park – nothing that couldn't be cured by a digger and a bit of imaginative 
landscaping.  On the food side there were cheese, cider and a selection of 
other goodies.  Unfortunately, this was – again – a work-party weekend and 
others were doing great things with a culvert, but Pat Wilson provided a 
Society presence, sharing the CRT stand.  The Friends of the Montgomery 
Canal were alongside and the IWA were at the other end of the site – 
fortunately, perhaps since they were offering children WoW activities with 
their famous foghorns. 

 

On the water, the Heulwen boats were busy with free public trips and the 
public could also have a go in canoes and coracles with over 110 people 
trying out a canoe.  The coracles were a big feature of the water events: the 
Coracle Society were present in force, and there were races using the 
coracles of Macmillan Cancer Care from the 'World Championships' in 
Shrewsbury (16 September, since you ask), sponsored by the local IWA 
branch.  After time for practice – not enough time – there were races for 
individuals, with classes for novices and those with more experience, 
finishing with a spinning race!  Then there were relay races, which is where it 
was obvious that some of us did not have enough practice.  I will say no more 
about my team's achievement, but hurry on to the winners, a team of 
youngsters from Welshpool Market who celebrated by jumping in!  And that 
was not the first immersion for some of their team! 

 

So again hundreds of people came to the canal.  Could those who dug in 
1969 – and there were at least two there – have envisaged such a crowded 
waterside and a canal busy with canoes and coracles? 

 

Welshpool's new Mayor was at the wharf and was impressed by what the 
canal brought to the town.  

the Pontcysyllte Aqueduct World Heritage Site, Ellesmere, Llanymynech and 
Welshpool, looking too beyond this to the canal to Newtown.  The restored 
Montgomery Canal will value its locks and structures, and its plants and 
wildlife, bringing to mid-Wales boats and visitors from across the 2,000-mile 
waterway network of England and Wales.  It will be a great asset for our 
area.” 

More Welshpool Waves? 

on page 33 

http://www.canalrivertrust.org.uk/refresh/media/thumbnail/28659-the-montgomery-canal-restoration-strategy.pdf
http://www.canalrivertrust.org.uk/refresh/media/thumbnail/28659-the-montgomery-canal-restoration-strategy.pdf
http://www.canalrivertrust.org.uk/refresh/media/thumbnail/28659-the-montgomery-canal-restoration-strategy.pdf
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Audlem Wharf, Shropshire Street, Audlem, Crewe CW3 0DX 01270 812379  
 For menus, events and much more visit:    www.shroppiefly.com 

The Shroppie Fly has undergone a large refurbishment recently and the 
outcome is truly fantastic.  We have created a pub that is full of character 
with a warm welcome to all. 
Check our website for details of special offers and live music events.  
Whether you want a drink by the canal or a place to eat the Shroppie Fly is 
a great place to stop.  Ample parking and nearby visitor moorings make it 
an ideal destination whether you come by boat or car.  Check our website, 
search ’shroppie’ on Facebook or give us a call to see what is going on. 
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Cheshire Cat Narrowboat Holidays 
 
Hire one of our comfortable, 2 - 8 berth narrowboats 
to explore the beautiful canals of Cheshire, 
Shropshire and North Wales.  Take the trip of a 
lifetime over the world-famous Pontcysyllte Aqueduct, 
visit historic Chester, the Anderton Boat Lift or cruise 
around the Four Counties or Cheshire Rings. 
Based at Overwater Marina, just north of Audlem. 
 

Full tuition given, pets welcome at no extra charge. 
 

www.cheshirecatnarrowboats.co.uk 
Call 07867 790195 for more details. 
 

Cheshire Cat Training 
Narrowboat Handling courses to suit all abilities.  Half
-day basic boat handling, RYA Inland Waterways 
Helmsman and Inland Waterways Crew certificates, 
two day Life Afloat courses. 
 

Phone 07867 790195 for details of our next course. 
 
www.cheshirecattraining.co.uk 

M & L Canal Services 
 

 Boat Safety Scheme Examinations and remedial work 

 Breakdown and Call-out service 

 Engine Servicing and repairs 

 Plumbing and Electrical work 

 LPG gas installations, testing and repairs  

 Gas Safe registered 
 
Call Mark on 07970 384047 

http://www.overwatermarina.co.uk/
http://www.shroppiefly.com
http://www.shroppiefly.com
http://www.cheshirecatnarrowboats.co.uk
http://www.cheshirecattraining.co.uk
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Stamps Coins & Post Cards 

Pat Wilson 

Sales of stamps and post cards are jogging along nicely and the total so far is 
£195. 

Special thanks this time to: 

Anon x 1 
H Arnold 
E Barrett 
P Bradley and Friends 
D Brown 
M Francis 
M & J Friend 
L Firth 
M & D Greenwood and Friends 
J Harding 
J Hesselgrove and Friends 
D Hoblyn 
J Johnstone 
D Jones 
D & M Lee 
A Lindop 
E Locke 

C Magner 
A & C Morris 
D & CM Owen-Roberts 
K Probert 
J & J Riley 
D & T Sale 
S Taylor 
P Turville 
M & J Winstanley 
Bunbury WI 
Australian Canal Society 
Nantwich and Border Counties Yacht 

Club 
Cheshire WI 
Trefoil Guild (N Shrops) 
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0871 200 8021 

http://www.swanleybridgemarina.com/
http://www.rivercanalrescue.co.uk/
http://www.canalcontracting.co.uk/
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Montgomery Triathlon 2016 

P & W Contractors, who had installed the canoe launch pads for us at 
Maesbury, the Aston locks, Graham Palmer lock, and the finish at the 
Weston Arm, had just been taken over by Greenfingers, and the evening 
before the Triathlon, I had a phone call from their foreman to say that my 
maps and directions for installing the traffic warning signs had gone missing.  
Luckily the details were still on my computer, and I met the foreman a few 
minutes later at Llanymynech with another set, so the warning signs were 
being put up as we drove to the start. 

 

There were just over 200 
entrants with 175 attempting the 
35 mile course, including Nikki 
Wilson and Tony Kettle (pictured 
right) who set off early to walk 
the whole distance in 11 hours.  
Sending out the entry numbers 
with the final instructions 
speeded up the booking-in at 
Newtown, where the Mayor Cllr 
Richard Evans started the event 
at 8.30 am, and the last cyclist 
was away within the hour. 

 

 The quicker ones were soon 
arriving at Pool Quay, stopping 
for bottled water donated by 
Tescos, bananas, and 
refreshments provided by the 
ladies of Morton Church Choir.  
The second change-over was at 
Morton Farm, by kind permission 
of our neighbours, Mr and Mrs 
Frank, where dozens of canoes 
and kayaks were waiting to be 
launched. 

 

Marquees.com had erected a 
large marquee amongst the 
young trees at the Weston Arm 
where Sarah Lalieu and Sylvia 
Edwards from CRT were waiting 
to book in the finishers, and 
Sarah’s daughter Olivia handed 
out the medallions.  Their 
colleague Ani Sutton had taken Mayor of Newtown, Cllr Richard Evans, starts 

the Triathlon in Newtown 

Nikki Wilson and Tony Kettle who walked the 
whole distance in 11 hours. 
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part with an injured ankle, and 
she came in soaking wet, having 
floated her way out of her kayak.  
CEO Richard Parry took part for 
the third time, earning a silver 
medallion to add to his gold and 
bronze ones.  Judging by the 
generous donations, the 
sandwiches and cakes made by 
Angeline Hankey were much 
appreciated. 

 

Special mention must go to two 
partially-sighted entrants who 
each shared a tandem with a 
partner who also helped with the 
running and canoeing sections.  
Mark Hart from the Severn 
Valley Explorers took part for the 5th time, as did Wendy Gee with her 
coracle. 

 

Finally, we must thank the 60 volunteers who made running the event 
possible, and who are praised in all the emails that we received afterwards. 

 

£2,500 raised by our Maesbury Festival Committee was donated to SUCS’s 
‘Buy a Boulder’ Appeal, for the restoration from Redwith to Pryces Bridge, 
and another £7,500 was donated to CRT last year to complete the installation 
of the canoe launch pads in Shropshire.  The Triathlons, along with the 
Festivals and Concerts have raised a further £7,000, and The Maesbury 
Festival Committee 
would like to see their 
efforts used for the 
benefit of the current 
Restoration, so we 
have requested that 
the Committee of the 
FMC donate £5,000 
of these funds to the 
CRT to kick-start the 
restoration to 
Crickheath which 
requires a further 
£220,000, even if the 
HLF bid is successful. 

 

Peter Richards 
 
The 2017 Triathlon 
will be on 6 May 2017 

Jean Ashley in her kayak at Graham Palmer 

lock.  Jean only took 4 hours and 8 minutes for 

the full 35 miles. 

 Philip Alcock, his daughter Annabel, and Rafal Gorski, 
sporting their hard earned medallions and wearing T-shirts 
designed for the event.  All 3 of them completed the course.  
Photo: Sarah Lalieu and by kind permission of Philip Alcock 
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RICHARD POTTER LTD 
 

Supplier of Quality Hardwoods, Softwoods and Sheet Materials to 

many Narrowboat Owners 

 

We always have large stocks of veneered and marine plywood 

together with extensive stocks of other sheets, hardwoods, etc. 

We offer a full cutting to size and machining service. 

Local delivery service. 

 

Millstone Lane, Nantwich, Cheshire CW5 5PN 

Telephone 01270 625791 Fax 01270 610483 

 

Monday - Friday 8:00 am to 5:00 pm 

Saturday 8:30 am to 4:30 pm 

Sunday (stock and shop sales only) 10:00 am to 1:00 pm  

 

Website address www.fortimber.demon.co.uk 

E-mail richardpotter@fortimber.demon.co.uk 

We all extend a warm welcome to: 
Mr and Mrs Clowes of Crewe and Mr and Mrs Clayton of Porthmadog 
 

The Society depends on a steady influx of new members so if you know of 
anybody who would like to join, please point them at our website which 
contains a downloadable membership application.  Alternatively, contact me 
and I will send you a small pack of membership applications and publicity 
leaflets. 
 

Annual subscriptions fell due at the end of June and remain unchanged at £10 
for a single person or a couple.  If you have not paid already and do not have a 
banker’s order in place, I would ask you to write that cheque promptly please 
and pop it in the post to me.  You may wish to pay using internet banking; if so 
our bank account details are: Shropshire Union Canal Society Account No: 
01630962  Sort Code: 55-50-05  Please use your membership number or the 
first line of your address as the reference. 
 

Gift Aid remains an important part of membership income so if you pay income 
or capital gains tax and have not already done so, please ask me for a gift aid 
declaration that you can complete.  You can contact me about these or any 
other membership matter at 28, Millfield Drive, Market Drayton TF9 1HS, 
telephone 01630 656525 or by email to sucsmemsec@btinternet.com. 

Ian Hendley  

Membership News 
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http://www.fortimber.demon.co.uk
mailto:richardpotter@fortimber.demon.co.uk
mailto:sucsmemsec@btinternet.com
http://www.aqueductmarina.co.uk/
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Restoration Update 

Progress on the restoration has been very rapid over the last three months.  A 
number of major tasks are nearing completion on the Pryces Bridge site and 
there is a real prospect of a breakthrough in the provision of newt 
compensation measures which will allow the restoration to continue towards 
Crickheath. 
 

Since the start of the ‘restoration season’ substantial progress has been made 
on the two major bits of engineering on the current section - the mooring and 
the culvert.  Construction of the mooring involved a large amount of 
excavation in waterlogged ground to install the foundation.  Blockwork walls 
were then built which form a permanent shutter for concrete infill.  This was 
placed in three pours using a large concrete pump.  The remaining job is to 
face the wall with stonework.  The installation of the culvert was spread over 
three work parties.  This involved the demolition of its 200 year old brick built 
predecessor and the installation of modern twin-wall plastic components in its 
place.  Some more mundane tasks such as building up the level of the 
towpath and installing a land drain in the channel have filled in any quiet 
moments.  
 

There are full reports of the restoration works on the Society website at 
www.shropshireunion.org.uk/ 
 

At the time of writing negotiations between CRT and a local landowner were 
at an advanced stage.  The August work party may see commencement of 
construction of the newt ponds necessary to progress the restoration. 
 

David Carter 
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Welshpool Waves continued... 

The Mayor of Newtown came too, days after he had opened the Montgomery 
Canal Forum.  Both towns are keen to see the canal restored and connected 
to the national network.  There are two things that help most to achieve this 
restored canal as part of the national network – apart from shaking the 
branches of the elusive Money-tree: continuing public support, shown by the 
crowds that come to events like this, and the continuing efforts of volunteers 
actually restoring the canal. We need more of both! 
 

Michael Limbrey 
Chairman, Montgomery Waterway Restoration Trust 

A Very Big Thank You to Anne 

Anne Lindop has, for many years, taken responsibility for organising and 
running the Society’s Lockwinds over the late May and August Bank Holiday 
weekends.  Anne has now stepped down from this role and on behalf of the 
Society I would like to say a very big Thank You to Anne for all her sterling 
and valiant work at these hugely important events.  

Rich Hamp on behalf of the SUCS 

Ashwood Marina
Not so much a mooring, more a 

way of life

Ashwood Marina, Kingswinford DY6 0AQ 
Tel: 01384 295535   info@ashwoodmarina.co.uk   

www.ashwoodmarina.co.uk

The Team At Ashwood Marina Offers a Comprehensive Package of Facilities 

and Services to Complement Our Beautiful Moorings:

New Bespoke Boats from Perrydale Narrowboats:

Working with you to create your perfect boat for 

liveaboard and/or cruising expectations.

Prices for owning a brand new boat, designed to 

your specific requirements start at £79,000.

www.perrydalenarrowboats.co.uk

Used Boat Sales:  

Used Boat Sales: 

Wide range of narrowboats and cruisers covering all 

requirements and budgets.  View new and used boat 

details at www.ashwoodcanalboatsales.co.uk

Re-Fits:

Ranging from changing a door, to fitting a 

bathroom, to full fit out.

Craning & Docking:

A monthly service, giving ample time for 

engine and blacking works to be completed.  

Mooring & docking facilities available for 

DIY blacking and fit out work, or we can 

undertake for you.  Also hull 

refurbishment, stretching, engine 

overhauls, painting and sign writing etc.  

Ashwood Marina is located on the Staffs & Worcester Canal between Kidderminster and Wolverhampton

Visit www.ashwoodmarina.co.uk for 

more info or call 01384 295525

Want to Sell Your Boat?  

We urgently need more stock, 

so call us to discuss.

http://www.shropshireunion.org.uk/
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The Shropshire Union Canal Society Limited 
Notes on the Abridged Accounts for the year ended 31 March 2016 
 

An article summarising the Society’s financial activities for the year ended 31 
March 2016 was published in the Spring edition of “Cuttings” and is a fair 
summary of the past financial year.  A full version of this new format Financial 
Report is available in downloadable form on the Society’s website or on 
paper from the Treasurer on receipt of a stamped, addressed C4 or C5 
envelope.  The formal report meets the statutory requirements of both the 
Companies Acts and the Charity Commission and includes our accountant’s 
comments following his examination of the Society’s accounts.  This short 
note is intended to help set the annual report in context but, if any member 
has a question or seeks to clarify a particular item, please get in touch with 
me and I will try to resolve the question before the AGM. 
 

Three years ago the Society compiled an in-depth analysis of our future 
finances so as to be able to offer the maximum support for the C&RT planned 
grant application for the next stage of restoration of The Monty.  This analysis 
remains sound and we remain committed to our part in the grant application; 
this commitment is illustrated through the Designated Fund.  We should hear 
the result of C&RT’s submission this coming autumn and this will set the 
scene for future restoration on the Monty. 
 

The Society has again enjoyed an unremarkable year with progress well 
underway south of Pryces Bridge.  Dare I say that the newt problem is now 
resolved although some conservation work remains to be done.  The “Lloyds” 
culvert is now installed and we can look forward to the completion of the 
Crickheath Phase1 project.  A fall in Society membership has become 
apparent during the year and, linked to the slow arrival of new members, is a 
little concerning for the future. 
 

Our thanks go to all who have made any sort of contribution during this last 
financial year and we look forward to the continuing health and success of 
the Society. 
 

Ian Hendley, Treasurer 
 

Report of the Trustees for the Year Ended 31 March 2016 
The trustees who are also directors of the charity for the purposes of the 
Companies Act 2006, present their report with the financial statements of the 
charity for the year ended 31st March 2016  The trustees have adopted the 
provisions of the Statement of Recommended Practice (SORP) 'Accounting 
and Reporting by Charities' issued in March 2005. 
 

Reference and Administrative Details 
Registered Company number 01069860 (England and Wales) 
Registered Charity number 245875 
Registered office:41 Cheshire Street Market Drayton Shropshire TF9 1PH 

Accounts: Year to 31 March 2016 

http://www.nantwichmarina.co.uk/
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Independent examiner: Andrew Wilshaw FCA CTA 
Barringtons Limited 
Chartered Accountants 
570-572 Etruria Road, Basford 
Newcastle Staffordshire ST5 0SU 

 

Structure, Governance and Management 
Governing document 
The charity is controlled by its governing document, a deed of trust, and 
constitutes a limited company, limited by guarantee, as defined by the 
Companies Act 2006. 
 

Organisational structure 
The Society is registered as a Charity no. 245875 and is a company limited 
by guarantee, registered in England and Wales number 1069860.  The 
governing document is a memorandum and articles of association; all 
attributable activities of the Society are approved by a Council whose 
members (Trustees), listed at item 1 above, are identified by their interest, 
life and career skills.  They are appointed by nomination at the A.G.M., or 
can be co-opted by Council during the year and their initial introduction 
utilises the Charities Commission leaflet CC3.  Where appropriate, specialist 
training (Skill Accreditation, Health and Safety, First Aid) is provided for those 
taking part in Society activities. 
 

The registered office is located with our Accountants: Barringtons, 41 
Cheshire Street, Market Drayton Shropshire TF9 1PH. 
The Charity's bankers are the National Westminster Bank plc and HSBC. 
The bulk of the society's funds are held with The CCLA Investment 
Management Limited - The COIF Charities Deposit Fund.  
 

Risk management 
The trustees have a duty to identify and review the risks to which the charity 
is exposed and to ensure appropriate controls are in place to provide 
reasonable assurance against fraud and error.  

 

Objectives and Activities 
Significant activities 
The Society is committed to ensuring that the Shropshire Union Canal 
System, covering the Llangollen and Montgomery Canals as well as the 

Trustees 
J R Beswick - resigned 5.12.15 
D J Carter 
R T A Hamp 
I F Hendley 
Mrs A J Lindop 
J Myers 
T H O'Brien 

P A Richards 
P G Tolster 
G D Whitehurst - resigned 5.12.15 
Mrs P L Wilson - resigned 5.12.15 
Mrs G Robertson - appointed 19.1.16 
C A Robertson - appointed 19.1.16 
Company Secretary: G D Whitehurst 
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Shropshire Union Canal itself, is maintained and enhanced for the benefit of 
all users and visitors.  We seek to influence and encourage the Canal & River 
Trust to direct its efforts to the benefit of all users through the maintenance of 
facilities such as visitor moorings, seats and picnic tables throughout the 
Shropshire Union Canal system.  When planning our activities for the year, 
the society has considered the Charity Commission's guidance on public 
benefit. 
 

We remain committed to financial and physical assistance towards the 
restoration of the Montgomery Canal south of Redwith Bridge.  Our current 
efforts are centred on a short length of the canal immediately south of Pryces 
Bridge which, when restored, will dovetail into the anticipated much larger 
HLF funded project taking restoration through to Crickheath.  We have 
occupied a new work base and a proper start on restoration was made in July 
2015 and has continued since.  The presence of a colony of Great Crested 
Newts continues to impact our activities but a working balance, at least for 
the time being, has been achieved.  More detail of our restoration activities 
can be found on our website www.shropshireunion.org.uk . 
 

The winter months of this financial year have again seen hedge-laying work 
parties on the Montgomery Canal at Llanymynech.  The Society has 
continued its involvement with and support to a number of sister 
organisations within our geographical area of activity. 
 

Although a small decline in membership numbers is evident, reflecting less 
public attention to inland waterways in general, donations from members and 
the general public with contributions from the Canal & River Trust remain 
constant and, it must be said, generous.  The Canal & River Trust 
contributions are for specific restoration activities and some donations are 
also given for specific purposes. 
 

Other fund raising activities, in particular the Society's two lockwinds on the 
Middlewich Branch, have resulted in a successful year with income 
exceeding expenditure by £1,677.  
 

Financial Review 
Investment policy and objectives 
The memorandum gives the trustees powers to invest or deal in the funds of 
the Society, not immediately required for its purposes, in such manner as in 
the discretion of the Society may be determined. 
 

Reserves 
The Operating Reserve created in 2012 to cover 2 years activity remains 
unchanged.  This designation is in addition to such reserves as they consider 
necessary to meet forthcoming obligations and commitments: 
 

Operating Costs £ 17533 
Events and Activities £   9980 
Training £   4487 
Total Reserve:  £ 32000 

 

This operating reserve is reflected in the Capital 
Commitments set out in note 11. 
A transfer of £10000 from the General Fund to the 
Designated Fund has been made for this year, as set 
out in note 10. 
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Investments 
The charity operates a low risk investment policy to safeguard its cash 
holdings. 
 

Risks 
The Trustees have identified the major risks to which the Charity is exposed.  
A formal Health and Safety Policy document has been approved.  The risks 
and policy are regularly reviewed and action taken to mitigate exposure and 
revise the policy.  In addition, the Trustees are careful to provide adequate 
insurance cover for both public and employees (volunteers) liabilities. 
 

Grants 
Grants are only made towards projects on the Shropshire Union System of 
Canals - as specified in the Articles of Association.  The Trustees generally 
seek to make grants to generate further funding, whether this is to release 
funds available from other agencies or as an incentive to encourage grants 
from other sources.  
 

Statement of Trustee Responsibilities 
The trustees (who are also the directors of Shropshire Union Canal Society 
Limited for the purposes of company law) are responsible for preparing the 
Report of the Trustees and the financial statements in accordance with 
applicable law and United Kingdom Accounting Standards (United Kingdom 
Generally Accepted Accounting Practice). 
 

Company law requires the trustees to prepare financial statements for each 
financial year which give a true and fair view of the state of affairs of the 
charitable company and of the incoming resources and application of 
resources, including the income and expenditure, of the charitable company 
for that period.  In preparing those financial statements, the trustees are 
required to 
 

 select suitable accounting policies and then apply them consistently; 

 observe the methods and principles in the Charity SORP; 

 make judgements and estimates that are reasonable and prudent; 

 prepare the financial statements on the going concern basis unless it is 
inappropriate to presume that the charitable company will continue in 
business. 

 

The trustees are responsible for keeping proper accounting records which 
disclose with reasonable accuracy at any time the financial position of the 
charitable company and to enable them to ensure that the financial 
statements comply with the Companies Act 2006.  They are also responsible 
for safeguarding the assets of the charitable company and hence for taking 
reasonable steps for the prevention and detection of fraud and other 
irregularities. 
 

Approved by order of the board of trustees on 10 June 2016 and signed on 
its behalf by: 
 

I F Hendley - Trustee 
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Statement of Financial Activities (Incorporating an Income and 
Expenditure Account) for the Year Ended 31 March 2016 
   2015 2016 
 Unrestricted Restricted Total Total 
 Funds Fund Funds Funds 
 Notes £ £ £ £ 
INCOMING RESOURCES 
Incoming resources from generated funds 
 

Voluntary income 13,742 9,393 23,135 23,024 
Activities for generating funds 2 7,052 - 7,052 5,574 
Investment income 3 792 - 792 703 
Other incoming resources - - - 4,500 
 

Total incoming resources 21,586 9,393 30,979 33,801 
 
RESOURCES EXPENDED 
Costs of generating funds 
Costs of generating voluntary income 
 5,619 - 5,619 5,244 
Charitable activities 
Crickheath Phase 1 8,854 9,393 18,247 13,927 
Governance costs 5,436 - 5,436 5,211 
 

Total resources expended 19,909 9,393 29,302 24,382 
 

NET INCOMING RESOURCES 1,677 - 1,677 9,419 
 

RECONCILIATION OF FUNDS 
Total funds brought forward 182,311 10,500 192,811 183,392 
 

TOTAL FUNDS CARRIED FORWARD 
 183,988 10,500 194,488 192,811 
 

Balance Sheet at 31 March 2016 
 2015 2016 
 Unrestricted Restricted Total Total 
 funds fund funds funds 
 Notes £ £ £ £ 
FIXED ASSETS 
Tangible assets 6 3,327 - 3,327 4,499 
 

CURRENT ASSETS 
Stocks 170 - 170 746 
Debtors 7 1,411 - 1,411 918 
Cash at bank 190,033 10,500 200,533 197,008 
 

 191,614 10,500 202,114 198,672 
 

CREDITORS 
Amounts falling due within one year 
 8 (1,853) - (1,853) (1,700) 
 

NET CURRENT ASSETS 189,761 10,500 200,261
 196,972 
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Gathering of Historic Boats 

This year nearly 30 historic, ex-working boats assembled at Audlem on 30 - 
31 July for the eighth annual gathering.  Several regulars were absent, 
attending the 50th anniversary of the Historic Narrow Boat Club but several 
other boats came that were new to the event. 
 

 

TOTAL ASSETS LESS CURRENT LIABILITIES 
 193,088 10,500 203,588 201,471 
 

CREDITORS 
Amounts falling due after more than one year 
 9 (9,100) - (9,100) (8,660) 
 

NET ASSETS 183,988 10,500 194,488 192,811 
 

FUNDS 10 
Unrestricted funds: 
General fund 41,988 50,311 
Designated Fund 142,000 132,000 
 183,988 182,311 
 

Restricted funds 10,500 10,500 
 

TOTAL FUNDS 194,488 192,811 
 
 

The charitable company is entitled to exemption from audit under Section 477 
of the Companies Act 2006 for the year ended 31st March 2016. 
 

The members have not required the charitable company to obtain an audit of 
its financial statements for the year ended 31st March 2016 in accordance 
with Section 476 of the Companies Act 2006. 
 

The trustees acknowledge their responsibilities for 
(a) ensuring that the charitable company keeps accounting records that 

comply with Sections 386 and 387 of the Companies Act 2006 and 
(b) preparing financial statements which give a true and fair view of the 

state of affairs of the charitable company as at the end of each financial 
year and of its surplus or deficit for each financial year in accordance 
with the requirements of Sections 394 and 395 and which otherwise 
comply with the requirements of the Companies Act 2006 relating to 
financial statements, so far as applicable to the charitable company. 

 

These financial statements have been prepared in accordance with the special 
provisions of Part 15 of the Companies Act 2006 relating to small charitable 
companies and with the Financial Reporting Standard for Smaller Entities 
(effective January 2015). 
 

The financial statements were approved by the Board of Trustees on 10 June 
2016 and were signed on its behalf by: 

I F Hendley -Trustee 
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BOAT SAFETY SCHEME EXAMINATIONS 
 

I have helped numerous owners cope with the 
ordeal of a Boat Safety Scheme Examination, 

issuing more than 4000 Certificates since 1996 
 

Please ring BRIAN HAYES on 01928 732444 or 07702 262742 
and have a chat about your needs and then, if you want to go 

ahead, we can make an appointment for a visit. 
 

CE MARKING & OWNER’S MANUALS 
 

Advice given willingly about the requirement for ‘CE marking’  
if you wish to sell a craft which is less than 5 years old 

 

TAKE IT FROM THE HORSE’S MOUTH; RUMOURS OF MY 
RETIREMENT ARE TOTALLY UNFOUNDED! 

At Audlem the boats are moored in the bottom three pounds of the Audlem 
flight of fifteen locks.  The boats ranged in age from the oldest at 110 years 
through to the youngest at 56 and included three Admiral class boats, 
including one pair, amongst the last working narrow boats to be built for 
British Waterways. 
 

Moored by the wharf was Saturn, the 1906 cheese fly-boat which traded from 
Audlem and other Shroppie wharfs, and for the first time at this event, the 
Fellows, Morton and Clayton steamer President with butty Kildare (originally 
built as a horse-drawn boat), both based at the Black Country Living Museum 
in Dudley.  The CRT heritage fleet was represented by the ex-Grand Union 
Canal Carrying Company pair of motor Scorpio and butty Leo, which looked 
wonderful in the early BW yellow paint scheme. 
 

Thanks go to CRT for all their help, and particularly to all the CRT volunteers 
who manned four locks over the two days, ensuring that passing boats got 
through the Gathering pounds without delay. 

Photos: 
Peter Silvester 
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Chas Hardern Boats Ltd Chas Hardern Boats Ltd est 1972 

 

Family run 2 - 6 berth warm and comfortable narrowboats for hire.  All year 

cruising.  Short breaks generally available.  Dog friendly.  Excellent tuition.  

 

Services on site: diesel, gas, pump-out, gift shop. 

 

Also: Gas Safe engineer, 24hr breakdown service.  40 years experience with 

all engine and internal boat repairs. 

 

Members of IWA, BMF, APCO, FSB  Hireboat  handover external audit  

 

T: 01829 732595 E-mail: Chasboats@aol.com Web: www.chashardern.co.uk 
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Through the summer, the team has been working on a number of 
enhancements at Calveley.  Various items: fences, water points etc. have 
been painted; ‘Stop and Shop’ moorings have been installed at the Calveley 
Mill Café; a new refuse compound has been constructed; and towpath 
access is being improved at the turn-over bridge. 
 

The weather was not altogether helpful on 28th July, but if it is more 
cooperative in August, the work should be completed! 

Small Tasks Team Volunteers 

Stop and Shop moorings (left) and new bin compound (right) 

Improved towpath access at the turnover bridge 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Chas-Hardern-Boats/239576126090656?ref=ts&fref=ts
mailto:chasboats@aol.com
http://www.chashardern.co.uk
http://www.audlemmill.co.uk/


 

Cuttings Autumn 2016 Page 44 

2 - 4 September Maesbury Canal Fayre 
3/4 September Maesbury Canal Festival cancelled 
11 September  Guided Walk from Llanymynech (see page 14) 
16 September Macmillan Cancer Care Coracle Racing World 

Championships, Shrewsbury 
1 October  SUCS AGM (see page 46) 
28 November The History of Ellesmere Port Docks - talk at the National 

Waterways Museum 
6 May 2017 Montgomery Canal Triathlon 2017 

Dates for your Diary 

The Canal & River Trust Heritage Lottery Fund bid for the restoration of the 
Montgomery Canal went in on 16 June and a decision is expected in 
September. 
 

The Montgomery Restoration Strategy, produced by Julia Tinker from the 
CRT restoration team can be seen online at: 
https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/about-us/our-regions/north-wales-and-borders-
waterways.  Scroll down to the bottom of that page, under Useful Downloads 
you will find the document. 

HLF Bid for the Montgomery Canal 
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Copy Deadlines 

There are four issues of Cuttings per year, published in June, September, 
December and March.  The copy deadline is 1st of the previous month, i.e.   
1 May, 1 August, 1 November and 1 February.  COPY WILL NOT BE 
ACCEPTED AFTER THESE DATES. 

Cuttings Editors David and Chris Owen-Roberts 01270 567492 
 35 Woodnoth Drive, Shavington, Cheshire CW2 5BW 
 E-mail: sucuttings@btinternet.com 
 

The views expressed in Cuttings are not necessarily those of the Shropshire 
Union Canal Society. 

Contacting Cuttings 

Articles for Cuttings 

We are always pleased to receive contributions for Cuttings.  Text, photos 
etc. can be sent by post or by e-mail.  If you are ‘no good at the words’ 
simply send us the basis of your idea with all the relevant details and we will 
gladly put an article together for you. 

 

BOAT SAFETY CERTIFICATES 
 

competitive rates 
 

10% discount for SUCS members! 

ALL BORDER COUNTIES WATERWAYS COVERED 

NEAL DODD MABSE 
 
 

01686 630250 (evenings) 

BSS Authorised Examiner 
 

 

 
wharfhouse@yahoo.co.uk 

http://www.hackgreen.co.uk/
https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/about-us/our-regions/north-wales-and-borders-waterways
https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/about-us/our-regions/north-wales-and-borders-waterways
mailto:sucuttings@btinternet.com
mailto:wharfhouse@yahoo.co.uk
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For more information contact: 
 

David Carter 01244 661440, 
E-mail: dcartersucs@hotmail.co.uk 

Restoration 3/4 Sept 16 
Restoration 1/2 October 16 

Restoration 5/6 Nov 16 

Advertising in Cuttings 

The advertising rates are: 

 

Half page:  £75.00 for one year (four issues) 
Full page:  £125.00 for one year (four issues) 

 

There is a 10% discount for Commercial Members.  Adverts can start in any 
issue and will be invoiced annually.  
 
To find out more please contact Advertising Manager, Roger Beswick on 
01244 332553, fax 01244 330122 or e-mail haslemere@chester50.plus.com. 

Discounts from our Advertisers 

The following advertisers are offering discounts to members:  Boat Safety 
Examiner Neal Dodd, RCR and Alvechurch Boat Centres Wrenbury.   

Please Support our Advertisers 

Mention that you saw their advert in Cuttings. 

Work Party Dates for 2016 

The Annual General Meeting of the Shropshire Union Canal Society Limited 
will take place at Llanymynech Village Hall, Station Road, Llanymynech, 
SY22 6EE on Saturday 1st October 2016 at 15:00 hrs. 
 

After the meeting there will be a speaker: John Dodwell, CRT Trustee and 
Chair of the Montgomery Canal Partnership. 
 

The form for nomination of trustees will be available on the website.  Forms 
must be submitted by 16th September.  The agenda, including details of 
nominees, will be available on the website as soon as possible thereafter. 

Annual General Meeting 
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Application for Membership or Membership Renewal of 

the Shropshire Union Canal Society 

I hereby apply for election as a member of the above Society and agree to 
abide by the rules of the Society.  I enclose my remittance for ………………..* 
being my subscription for the year ended 30 June 201… 
 
 
Signed  …………………………………………………..   Date  ………………….. 
PLEASE PRINT IN BLOCK CAPITALS 
 
 
Name  ………………………………………………… (Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms/Dr/Rev) 
 
 
Address  ……………………………………………………………………………… 
 
 
……………………………………………………………...Post Code  …………… 
 
 
Telephone  ……………………………  E-mail  …………………………………… 
Single, Joint, Family: £10  Juniors under 18: £5  Life Membership £200 
If you are applying for Junior Membership please state your age here ………. 
 

Membership Number (for renewals)  ……………………………………………… 
If you are a United Kingdom tax payer please sign the Gift Aid declaration 
below to enable the Society to reclaim the tax paid on your donations 
(including subscriptions). 
 

Name of Society: The Shropshire Union Canal Society 
I want the charity to treat all donations I have made over the last four years 
and all donations I make hereafter as Gift Aid donations. 
 
Signature  ……………………………………………………..  Date …………….. 
 If it is more convenient for you and helps the Society if you pay by Standing 
Order or direct transfer.  Please ask for the appropriate form or set it up with 
your bank using National Westminster Bank Sort Code 55-50-05, account 
number 01630962 and give your membership number or post code as the 
identifying reference.  If you pay automatically PLEASE LET THE 
MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY KNOW.  Please send completed forms to: Ian 
Hendley, Membership Secretary, 28 Millfield Drive, Market Drayton, TF9 
1HS. Telephone: 01630 656525  E-mail: sucsmemsec@btinternet.com 

 

Tick here if you have paid by Standing Order or Direct Transfer 
 
Tick here if you are happy to receive Cuttings by e-mail  

 

mailto:dcartersucs@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:haslemere@chester50.plus.com
http://www.shropshireunion.org.uk/
mailto:sucsmemsec@btinternet.com
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http://www.alvechurch.com/

