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Trustees’ Report to the AGM 

I promise you that this is the last time that I will comment on my first subject – 
but this is the 50th anniversary of the formation of the Society created out of 
the ashes of the Shrewsbury and Newport Canal Association.  

 

The founding members would be aghast that we are still struggling to 
complete the task that they set out to achieve – the restoration of the 
Montgomery Canal.  Unfortunately many of the original group are no longer 
with us.  However I feel strongly that their contribution - along with the  
members who still plough on - should be recognised today.  

 

The broader picture has included our continuing good working relationship 
with CRT as well as our attendance at regular User Forums and the yearly 
Partnership Showcase.  Regular meetings of the Montgomery Canal 
Partnership allows the Society  to put the restoration point of view across 
whilst taking on board all the other relevant issues involved with the 
Montgomery Canal. 

 

In July we had the opportunity to put the Society’s views across to CRT’s 
Trustees when they visited us in person.  We continue to have a strong  
commitment to keeping open communications with fellow canal organisations 
- FOMC, local IWA groups and the Montgomery Waterway Restoration Trust, 
as well as STTV and SUMBA volunteers. 
 

Our participation at the Welshpool Canal and Food Festival and Maesbury 
Canal Fayre are just two examples of the behind the scenes work done by 
volunteers to - hopefully - increase the outside world’s knowledge of both the 
Montgomery Canal and the Society.  While on this subject – perhaps I could 
take this opportunity to sincerely thank the small band of hard core volunteers 
who regularly attend these events as well as marina open days and other 
canal related occasions.  Mention should also be made of the generous work 
done behind the scenes in collecting stamps and cartridges as well as the 
regular work of emptying the Society’s collection boxes – over 60 of which are 
scattered around the NW& Borders area. 

 

This meeting is also an opportunity to publicly thank Anne Lindop for her 
contribution in running the Society’s lockwinds over the last few years and 
trust that, although she still remains on council, she can enjoy her semi- 
retirement from such active Society service.  It is encouraging to report that 
Clive and Gill Robertson had a very successful autumn lockwind at 
Cholmondeston and appear to have enjoyed being involved to the degree that 
they have offered their services for next May.  Equally it was good to see 
established lockwind volunteers being joined by enthusiastic restoration 
members.  The Society had the added advantage of receiving the income 
from an extra lockwind at New Martin locks this year and hopes to incorporate 
this event into our fundraising ambitions in the future.  
 

The Society’s magazine continues to draw considerable praise from outside 
the Society as well as from existing members.  So much so that the editors 
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Editorial 

With this issue we complete four years at the helm of Cuttings.  Where does 
the time go?  Much has been happening during that time including the 
formation of the North Wales & Borders Partnership and the continuing rise of 
volunteer activity from the STTV and SUMBA.  For many members however 
the real highpoint is the Heritage Lottery Fund’s grant that will hopefully see 
the Montgomery Canal in water to Crickheath, where a winding hole will allow 
boats to properly use the re-watered section from Redwith Bridge. 
 

 

have been asked to supply Waterways World’s sister publication – Canal 
Boating Times - with an article about the Society.  Not content with merely 
creating the article – the Editors are now involved with CRT’s NW&B plans to 
create a Green Flag Area - (this being part of Keep Britain Tidy campaign) -  
between Audlem and Middlewich. 

 

Mention should also be made of the Society website that goes from strength 
to strength with an impressive number of ‘hits’ from around the world.  

 

The last year has seen radical changes to the present restoration work site.  
This started with the arduous job of installing the French drain – often in 
appalling weather conditions - and the creation of the first part of 
reconfiguring the adjacent towpath.  The retaining wall has slowly risen out of 
the ground – aided and abetted by the delivery of numerous ready mix lorries 
and the laying of a considerable amount of concrete blocks.  The final top 
stonework will be completed this weekend.  The other extensive project was 
the replacement of the broken culvert under the canal bed.  This was 
admirably accomplished over two work party weekends with the added 
advantage of the creation of a new brick catchpit. 

 

August saw the start of the creation of the Great Crested Newts’ mitigation 
ponds on land recently acquired by CRT.  The site will be familiar to Society 
members in that it is our former base which we vacated 2 years ago.  The 
ponds will be a major feature of the forthcoming newt licence application 
which, if successful, should allow us to progress with the next stage of the 
restoration towards Crickheath next year. 

 

Although all the restoration work is done by volunteers, the Society is, in legal 
terms, a contractor to CRT and consequently in May this year we had a full 
Contractors Safety Audit undertaken by CRT.  Since the Society prides itself 
on its safety and welfare systems, it was a pleasure to report that everything  
was found to be in order. 
 

And finally with new display boards and revamped leaflets as well as a 
revised logo in the pipeline, we can hopefully go on to the start of our next 
half century!!!!  
 

Rich Hamp SUCS Trustee 
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Members attending the AGM heard an address from John Dodwell (Chair of 
the Montgomery Canal Partnership and also a CRT Trustee) about progress 
on the Montgomery Canal restoration. 

 

At the end of the meeting, the hat was passed around to help raise funds to 
restore Schoolhouse Bridge.  £257 was collected on the spot and this was 
doubled by a member present to £514.  With Gift Aid added, the sum became 
over £600.  As mentioned at the AGM, this sum is eligible for the offer made 
by an anonymous donor to match the £ for £ money raised from other private 
sources, and so over £1,200 is now available for rebuilding the bridge.  

 

Members not present at the AGM may wish to join in by making a donation 
for the bridge appeal in the knowledge that £ for £ matching offer means the 
value of their donation can be increased nearly 2.5 times.  For example, a 
donation of £100 which is covered by Gift Aid would be worth £120.  With the 
£ for £ matched offer, it becomes £240. 

 

Members are urged to send donations to the Hon Treasurer, Ian Hendley - 
see Membership News on page 31 for contact details.  Please add 
Schoolhouse Bridge (or SHB) into the reference.  

 

The background is that 
Schoolhouse Bridge is the 
last lowered bridge in the 
Shropshire section.  
Discussions are being held 
about rebuilding it, making 
maximum use of the skills 
of volunteers with a view to 
keeping costs down.  Very 
preliminary estimates put 
the cost at £200,000.  
Please help us raise the 
money. 

Schoolhouse Bridge 

Whilst the Society focuses much of its attention on the Montgomery Canal 
restoration (the original aim of the Society fifty years ago) we try and include 
as much as we can about the Shroppie in other areas.  Cuttings is after all 
the magazine of the Shropshire Union Canal Society.  As always, we 
welcome contributions on any subject that involves the Shroppie system, so 
feel free to send in anything you think may be of interest to other members. 
 

For the boaters amongst you we hope you can make the most of the quieter 
season and don’t get iced in for weeks on end.  Little can beat a freshly made 
bacon sandwich on a frosty morning whilst cruising a near-deserted canal!  
 

David and Chris Owen-Roberts 
Editors of Cuttings 

Schoolhouse bridge today (photo courtesy Pete’s Montgomery Canal Website.) 
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Crime on the Shroppie Part 3 

Tresspassing and Poaching 

 

The third in a series of articles featuring a selection of crimes in the 
Shropshire Union area as recorded in press reports and canal company 
minutes from 1775 to 1920. 

 

Canal Acts typically had clauses forbidding trespassing and making the 
master of boats responsible for any damage to adjacent properties.  The 
Birmingham & Liverpool Junction Act, for example, also had a clause 
forbidding guns to be carried on board, presumably because of fears about 
poaching. 

 

But this didn’t stop poaching.  The following are just a few of the mentions in 
the press during the last half of the 19th century. 

 

Edward Lloyd was charged with trespassing in pursuit of game on land 
owned by the Powis Estate — the Earl of Powis being at that  time the 
Chairman of the Shropshire Union Canal Company.  William Jenks, on behalf 
of the company, said that Lloyd was a man of good and industrious character 
and that he committed the offence by being ignorant of the law.  He was fined 
10s plus costs, and the Bench hoped it would be a caution to him and other 
boatmen. 

 

A gander was stolen at Burland by three 22-year-old boatmen, Evan Evans, 
Charles Trow and John Jones.  The farmer, Mr Nevitt, traced their footsteps 
to their boat, where he found them cooking the goose.  They were each 
sentenced to four months’ imprisonment with hard labour.  

 

Two boat boys, Edward Rowlands (17) and John Rowlands (14) were 
charged with having stolen a quantity of cord wood valued at 3s.6d from 
beside the Weston Branch.  The magistrates dismissed the case but warned 
the boys. 

 

Two trusses of hay were stolen from an outhouse at Pontcysyllte.  Part was 
found on the boat of Henry Wildew, part on his wife’s boat.  The prisoner was 
employed by the Shropshire Union company but was described as ‘old and 
infirm’. 

 

Charles Evans and Francis Trow were convicted of stealing potatoes from a 
garden adjacent to the canal at Hampton Bank.  Although Trow said he had 
obtained the potatoes from a little girl in exchange for some coal and Evans 
denied all knowledge of the potatoes, the Court were unconvinced and 
sentenced them both to 21 days imprisonment.  This case had a curious 
twist.  When the policemen searching the boat at Trevor found these 
potatoes, they also found on board John Evans, ‘a notorious fowl stealer’ 
whose description they had seen in the Police Gazette after he had 
absconded from custody in Wolverhampton. 

 

In 1879 a letter from Lord Tollemarche (of Peckforton Castle, who, with over 
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28,000 acres, was the largest landowner in Cheshire) stated that two of the 
Company’s workers, Barnett and Dudley, were in the habit of killing game 
belonging to landowners adjoining the canal.  The committee ordered that 
they be dismissed, but at the next meeting George Jebb, the Engineer, 
explained that there had been a misunderstanding concerning Dudley, and it 
was decided that he should be employed elsewhere. 

 

In 1869 George Clay, the lock-keeper at Frankton, was charged with 
trespassing in search of snipes, woodcocks, coneys and other game on the 
land of Hardwick Hall.  The gamekeeper said that he saw Clay come down 
the canal embankment with his dog which then hunted all down the field and 
in and out of the plantation; he was carrying something in his hand about five 
or six feet long, but from the distance he could not see whether it was a gun.  
Clay explained that he had to gauge the depth of water in the canal daily at a 
considerable distance from the locks, and he was holding the gauging stick 
whilst taking a short cut across the field.  This excuse sounds implausible: 
the water level would be the same as above Frankton Locks.  The land-
owner, the Revd Walter Kynaston (a descendent of Sir John Kynaston, one 
of the original promoters of the canal), was one of the magistrates on duty, 
but he retired from the Bench saying that he wished the case not to be 
pressed.  Nevertheless, the defendant was fined a nominal sum of 1s plus 
10s costs. 

 

One night in 1847, 60 pounds of hay was stolen from a canalside farm at 
Berriew.  Richard Lloyd’s boat had been moored nearby overnight so Police 
Officer Hammonds inspected it at Newtown wharf and found the distinctive 
type, Italian rye grass, concealed under the foredeck.  What is particularly 
remarkable about this case is the quality of the detective work at this early 
date.  Hammonds had seen footprints at the scene of the crime and 
instructed that they be preserved; he then took Lloyd’s boots and found they 
made a perfect match, which convinced the court of Lloyd’s guilt.  Another 
notable feature of this case is that Lloyd was a former sergeant in the 
Montgomeryshire Constabulary. 

 

Occasionally the prosecution was for trespass on canal company land.  For 
example, Joseph Roberts of Cefn and John Davies of Pentre near Chirk, 
both colliers, went on to canal land with ferrets.  Roberts put a ferret in a hole 
and placed a net over it.  He ran away when he was seen but Davies was 
caught red-handed.  They were both fined 10s plus costs. 

 

In 1863 Henry Evison, Robert Dulson and Thomas Johnson cut turf from the 
canal bank at Whixall and used it to block a culvert for the purpose of 
catching fish.  The Court was told that although the damage done cost only 
5s to repair, if there had been heavy rain there could have been serious 
consequences.  The magistrates agreed that this was a serious matter where 
one option was to send the defendants to the Assizes where they would 
probably get four to six years penal servitude; however, on this occasion the 
Court said it would take the lightest course open to them, which was to fine 
them each 5s plus 5s costs. 
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In 1903 three men were prosecuted for destroying fish in the canal near 
Wappenshall using dynamite.  They were each sentenced to fourteen days’ 
hard labour.  It was only that year that the canal company had made an 
agreement with the Duke of Sutherland to acquire the fishing rights in the 
canal. 

I Too, Was Smitten 

Brian Staniland wrote to Cuttings, “After Iris died in June this year I found the 
enclosed among her many papers.  I didn’t know she had written it!” 
 

My other half has had a THING about waterways for years but the first 
indication I had was about twenty years ago when we had a stand at the 
Birmingham Boat Show.  I knew he kept wandering off and leaving me to 
cope on my own and eventually I had a break long enough to see where he 
went – to the Inland Waterways stand.  Not a lot was said over the next few 
years but, living near Bristol at the time, the murmurs about restoring the 
Kennet and Avon canal were getting louder so everything about that was 
read avidly. 
 

Suddenly we had been married nearly twenty five years so the August of that 
momentous year (1984) we decided to take a few days off and look up old 
haunts of our early married years which were mainly around the Essex area.  
We were just going where the fancy took us, but somehow I found myself on 
a boat chugging between the Waterways Musuem in Stoke Bruerne and the 
Blisworth Tunnel which was undergoing repairs at the time, although then 
nearing completion. 
 

That short trip and the museum was a bit of an eye opener to me who can’t 
swim and normally keeps well away from water, salt or otherwise.  I found 
myself fascinated by the history of the canals, the life of the people using 
them, the traditions that built up around them, to say nothing of the distinctive 
painting of the narrowboats. 
 

We had bought a very small farm in Pembrokeshire in 1974 and a year after 
the ‘holiday’ we found time to attend the local agricultural show at 
Haverfordwest.  The rot really did set in then.  There was a firm selling boat 
bits which tipped the balance between my other half having a dream of ‘one 
day’… and reality.  He came home armed with leaflets and was even more 
quiet than usual for the next two or three days.  I should have been 
suspicious that something was up then, although I did wonder why he was 
disappearing into the office so often when booking is not his favourite 
occupation by any stretch of the imagination.  He wasn’t doing booking 
though.  He was at the drawing board scaling up ideas gleaned from the kit 
leaflets. 

 

He made a 1/10 size model pinching the kettle from the kitchen to enable him 
to bend the plywood to get the correct shape. 
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The following Spring the stream at the side of the garden nearly went dry, an 
almost unheard of occurrence, so the other half said he would dam it for me, 
there was a natural dip in the ground below the garden.  I was really pleased 
about this (how gullible can you get?). 
 

Over the winter there had been one or two slack periods in the workshop so 
the other half decided to start putting together the hull of HIS boat.  By the 
beginning of the Summer HIS boat was ready to be tested.  I then realised 
why the ducks had acquired a pond.  Floatation tests were to be carried out 
therein! 
 

These were successful, so I was roped in to do my bit.  After all, if I wanted a 
holiday I had to earn it, didn’t I?  My job was to sew the canopy.  We decided 
to use a rick sheet for this, suitably adapted, and with a zip in each corner we 
could roll the sides up during the day, but be cosy at night.  The inside layout 
was based on the inside of our Bedford caravanette.  Lockers were made out 
of five gallon drums cut in half, and the overhead canopy supports were old 
seat belts which were easy to clip together and release when necessary.  Our 
galley consisted of a two ring gas cooker and a small sink with a draining 
board.  To drive us along we had a small Seagull outboard. 
 

When the great day arrived we asked our daughter, Lesley to come along 
with us to the launching slipway so that she could bring the car and trailer 
back home, ready for our son, Duncan to collect us at journey’s end. 
 

After the hard work of organising our getaway from the farm, the hundreds of 
lists and notes that had to be written, the peace and quiet of that first night 
was unbelievable.  We used the slipway at Whittington on the Llangollen 
canal, trying not to look too new to the game, of course, and just moved a few 
yards up the canal that first night. 
 

We had so much rain during the Summer of 1985 it seemed almost a miracle 
to wake up to sunshine the next day.  There wasn’t another boat in sight and 
all we could see when we hooked up the canopy was rolling farmland and 
some swans, obviously waiting for us to supply their breakfast.  Having 
washed and tidied up we started off eastward towards Ellesmere and 
Whitchurch.  We had chosen the Llangollen Canal because, apart from it 
being reasonably near, there were not many locks on this canal.  There were 
one or two drawbridges though and as I don’t drive it was my job to hop out 
and deal with these.  It’s not a particularly difficult job in ordinary 
circumstances but not conducive to elegance when you only have a muddy 
hole to put your feet in whilst heaving on the chain or have to jump to reach it. 
 

As the next few days passed we found we fell into a routine and laid out 
anticipated wants on strategic parts of the boat.  The other half usually sat on 
the seat to one side of the engine with the canal map anchored by the lock 
key in front of him but within easy reach of my perch.  It was my job to grab 
the bank before hopping out to do the necessary.  Why was there always a 
nettle at that point?  The boat being only fifteen feet long we frequently went 
into a lock with another boat so the labour was shared.  There was always 
time for a chat then and there being very few commercial boats around, no 
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hurry to move on and make room for the next boat.  Every boat that passed 
had a cheery hello.  Anyone in difficulties was helped.  Practically every child 
wore a lifejacket and dogs were well behaved. 
 

During our week on the canals we travelled some one hundred and twenty 
miles along three canals, the Llangollen, the Shropshire Union or as it is 
affectionately called, the Shroppie and the Staffs and Worcester. 
 

Before we left home we had just thought of a canal as a canal but once we 
were on them we found each one was different.  The bridges were distinctive 
to each canal and so was the method of sealing off the canal should a leak 
occur.  The Llangollen had what looked like a bread oven built into the side of 
the bridge and the sluice boards were stored in there, but on the Shroppie 
coffin like concrete boxes held the boards.  The Staffs and Worcester was 
different again.  An extra single paddle lock was built into each long stretch of 
canal to hold back the water in an emergency. 
 

The wildlife seen along the canal was quite abundant and despite having 
lived in the country all my life, during this holiday was the first time I had seen 
a kingfisher and we saw three of those  Swans and herons frequently kept us 
company as we went along. 
 

In order to preserve the banks of the canals one’s speed is limited to four 
miles per hour.  We found this no hardship at all as it gave us plenty of time 
to look around and take photos. 
 

We had one or two hairy moments when the wind caught the side of the boat 
and we went along like a crab for a while but didn’t feel too bad when we 
discovered lots of other boaters had had the same difficulties that day.  It 

Pengawsai Dream ready to leave 
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wasn’t just due to our inexperience.  Our most useful piece of equipment 
turned out to be the boat hooks.  Not having a reverse gear on our engine we 
would have been caught in the reeds more than once if we hadn’t had them.  
As  the canals are being restored reeds are becoming less and less of a 
problem.  Even the anti-weed propeller that we had didn’t care for a strip of 
plastic wound around it though.  It was a good job the other half is an 
engineer by profession as we had to pole ourselves into the side one 
morning, take the propeller off and free it.  Fortunately the other half thought 
nothing of this job although by the looks on the faces of one or two passers-
by it would have been a major task to them.  Having mentioned the plastic 
strip I must say we saw very little litter in the canals.  There are a number of 
points along the canal where one can officially dispose of waste, refill water 
tanks, empty loo buckets as well as restock the provisions and buy 
mementoes of canalia. 
 

One is in a different world, crossing aqueducts over busy main roads, going 
through tunnels and generally being where the public never sees.  Canal 
activity tends to cease at dusk and should someone wish to pass when you 
are moored at night time, or during the day, their engine is usually turned off 
or certainly they slow down so that you are not sent rocking.  One particular 

Iris with Pengawsai Dream waiting at Bratch Locks 
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advantage of travelling this way I found was that, unlike caravanning you can 
prepare lunch going along and let it cook without stopping as well as having 
the kettle heating up ready for when you stop for a cuppa. 
 

From conversations heard at locks or in canal hostelries at night it appears 
that many folk now spend a good part of each summer cruising the canals, 
particularly senior citizens.  It wasn’t at all unusual to see on top of the bigger 
boats stacks of logs, a trolley for collecting Calor gas, a bicycle or a small 
inflatable dinghy to say nothing of the tubs of flowers decorating odd corners. 
 

The names of the boats were a source of great delight and fascination to us 
varying from the Welsh ones like our own Pengawsai Dream and Cwch Bach 
with whom we went up a flight of locks one sunny evening, to the bird names 
of one of the hire firms, the regal names of another and the plainly hilarious 
ones like the small, cream cruiser with a windscreen made of two small 
windows called Wide Eyed and Legless painted in elongated letters. 
 

During our journey we travelled through low lying countryside with its 
abundance of aquatic type flowers as well as through deep cuttings 
surrounded by high banks covered in forestry and even alongside high cliffs of 
red sandstone.  We even went through a town, and under its main road, being 
hardly aware of it.  Patient fishermen and their families were constantly being 
seen on the towpath with their big umbrellas protecting them from the rain, 
without fail being prepared to lift or reel in their lines as we went past.  Another 
noticeable difference was the lock-keepers’ cottages.  Many were simple red 
brick houses, others were attractively modernised ones, but the one that took 
my fancy was the only one we saw with a hayrack under the window through 
which, no doubt, the horses who used to pull the narrowboats, used to be fed. 
 

Since our initiation into canalling, one or two modifications have been made to 
Pengawsai Dream and plans are already being made to visit the Oxford Canal 
as soon as an opportunity arises. 
 

Iris Staniland 
 

Brian finished his 
letter by saying, “We 
never did make the 
Oxford Canal.  After 
seeing the notice 
about the 
Montgomery Canal 
at Frankton Junction 
I got involved with 
the SUCS and sadly 
Pengawsai Dream 
was never used 
again.” 

Iris at Kinver Lock 
Photos courtesy 

Brian Staniland 
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Dek Owen has 
been a familiar 
figure on our 
canals for over six 
years.  As well as 
holding down a 
demanding full-
time job, he began 
volunteering for 
British Waterways 
in July 2010.  He 
became the first 
Volunteer Lock 
Ranger, and 
progressed to 
Volunteer Leader 
for Canal & River 
Trust at Audlem.  During that time he completed over 250 projects and 
logged over 12,000 lock operations. 
 

In March 2016 Dek was awarded Towpath Talk’s Volunteer of the Year 
Award.  The award ceremony was held in Lincoln, and Canal & River Trust 
had this to say, 
 

"Huge congratulations to Dek Owen for winning Towpath Talk's Volunteer of 
the Year Award.  Dek is a lead volunteer, volunteer lock keeper, and has 
been involved with towpath surveys and so much more for almost six years.  
Dek really lives the vision of the Trust to ensure that we have living 
waterways which transform places and enrich lives.  Well done Dek." 
 

In April 2016 Dek was one of just two North Wales & Borders volunteers to 
receive the Gold Pin Badge Recognition Award (the other recipient was 
David Morris).  This award was presented by Richard Parry, Chief Executive 
of Canal and River Trust. 
 

Dek has very reluctantly decided to give up volunteering for Canal & River 
Trust.  In Dek’s own words:  

 

“Well, that's it - end of an era and a premature end to what was going to be a 
lifelong hobby.  I have met Canal & River Trust, returning keys, uniform, 
PPE, life jacket and name badge, drawing to an early close a huge part of my 
life.  I have enjoyed the last six years of volunteering, meeting fantastic 
people, and giving me great opportunity for my enthusiasm for our canals 
and rivers to be put to practical, positive use.  I would like to thank you for 
your support and hope the work and time I have given has left a positive 
impact to the canals, the Trust and Audlem.  I shall miss the great people I 
have met, the work, the heritage, Audlem and being outdoors enhancing all 

Thank You to Dek Paul Owen 

Dek Owen at Audlem Lock 6 on 17 September 2016 
(photo: Terry O’Brien) 
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Wow!  What a 
wonderful 
weekend we 
had; the sun 
shone most of 
the time and we 
helped 209 
boats through 
Cholmondeston 
lock.  Over 
£1,100 was 
raised for 
restoration 
works.  It was 
my first 
experience as 
Team Leader 
and I had a 
great team of helpers who were sustained with tea and chocolate biscuits.  
Venetian Marina were very helpful with car parking and the use of their 
facilities.   
 

2017 will see us doing the normal 2 lockwinds over the late May and August 
Bank Holidays, plus it is hoped to do one or two single day events at other 
locations.  If anyone is interested in helping at such events please email me 
at nbrosie2002@gmail.com and when the events are being fully planned I 
can contact you to see if you are available. 
 

Thank you to all the winders who helped to make the event so successful. 
 

Gill Robertson 

August Lockwind 2016 

aspects of my life.” 
 

I have worked alongside Dek on a number of projects over the last two years, 
and always found him enthusiastic, proficient and easy to work with.  It was 
with deep regret that I said goodbye to him on his last day of volunteering for 
Canal & River Trust.  The Trust has lost a loyal and selfless volunteer, giving 
freely of his time despite being in full time employment; he is also well below 
retirement age and could have given many more years to the Trust.  People 
with such generosity of spirit are hard to find.  
 

May I take this opportunity to express my thanks to Dek, on behalf of the 
Society, for all the work he has done on the canals over the last six years, 
and to wish him well in the future. 
 

’Terry O’Brien 

mailto:nbrosie2002@gmail.com
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Calling all gardeners in the Frankton Locks area!  C&RT have given us 
permission to take on the task of planting and maintaining the twelve metal 
planters at Frankton Locks.  They are currently very untidy and unloved.  By 
the time you read this some members will have given them an autumn 
makeover and planted spring flowering bulbs.  The restoration group will 
spruce them up with fresh paint over the winter and the area should be 
enhanced considerably making it more inviting to walkers, cyclists and 
boaters. 
 

Next year we will plant some perennials and annuals to make a colourful 
display but this will need regular visits to weed, dead-head and water.  To 
enable us to prepare a rota for this, please would any member who is able to 
spare a small amount of time to help, let me know at: 
nbrosie2002@gmail.com  Thank you. 

 

Gill Robertson 

Frankton Locks in 2005 

Calling All Gardeners at Frankton 
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Nantwich Aqueduct on Top Spot 

The Nantwich Aqueduct project has been awarded a top prize in the 
Waterways Awards. 
 

The Conserve Nantwich Aqueduct project by Canal & River Trust has won the 
Restoration and Historic Environment Category at the Living Waterways 
Awards in Birmingham.  The Grade II listed aqueduct, at the end of Welsh 
Row, underwent a two-month restoration a year ago (See Cuttings Winter 
2015 p10). 

 

The £235,000 work involved removing layers of old paint from the aqueduct’s 
structure, replacing a missing cast iron panel, repairs to the stone and 
brickwork and applying four coats of new paint.  Also included were 
improvements to towpaths.  Overhanging vegetation was also removed and 
new signage and interpretation will also be installed.  

 

The project was funded by the Trust – the charity that cares for 2,000 miles of 
canals and rivers in England and Wales – as well as Cheshire East Council, 
Nantwich Council, The Pilgrim Trust, Acton, Edleston and Henhull Parish 
councils and Nantwich Partnership. 

 

Sarah Lalieu, enterprise manager for the Trust, said, “We were very proud to 
collect the award on behalf of the project Partnership.  A great team effort and 
thanks to all involved in making this project happen!” 

 

Alan Johnson, heritage consultant 
and Living Waterways Awards 
assessor, said, “This exemplar 
conservation project has taken 
great care to respect the 
significance of the structure.  
Particular care was taken to 
ensure no scaffolding was 
connected to the structure, thus 
avoiding further damage.  The 
repairs have reduced the risk of 
major engineering works being 
required for some time.” 

 

The structure, dating back to 
1826, was designed by Thomas 
Telford, one of the country’s most 
revered civil engineers.  Key 
aspects of the award were that the 
restoration reduced the risk of 
more expensive engineering work 
being needed in the future and 
enhancing the image of the town. Nantwich Aqueduct in October 2016 

mailto:nbrosie2002@gmail.com
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We continue with our excerpts from the Shropshire Magazine.  Written in 
1952, five articles tell the story of the Ellesmere Canal starting with its original 
inception.  Our thanks to the Shropshire Magazine for permission to 
reproduce the articles. 
 

When £1,000,000 was subscribed in an afternoon for an enterprise now 
sadly declined. 
 

By E. A. Wilson M.A. 
 

ONE of the charms of England is that one may often find a fascinating history 
hidden behind a comparatively commonplace present in a great many towns 
and villages.  The details of this history, however, may be far from easy to 
obtain. 
 

In Ellesmere, the Canal is taken for granted.  When I tried to collect 
information about its history, I gained little but boyhood reminiscences from 
"locals."  However, at the Canal Depot I was loaned a Report headed : 
 

Report to the General Assembly of the Ellesmere Canal Proprietors, 
held at the Royal Oak Inn, Ellesmere, on the 27th Day of November, 
1805, to which is annexed the Oration delivered at Pontcysylte 
Aqueduct on its first opening, November 26th, 1805.  Printed by Order 
of the General Assembly, the Right Honourable The Earl of Bridgewater, 
Chairman. 
 

This meeting was held during the year of the Battle of Trafalgar.  The subject 
matter is set out under five headings.  Under the first heading it is pointed out 
that "the Ellesmere Canal, rather than being one general Canal, is a system 
of Canals, distributed over that extensive and fertile country, which lies 
between the banks of the Severn on the South, and those of the River 
Mersey upon the North; and between the skirts of North Wales on the West, 
and the borders of Staffordshire on the East; a space of fifty miles in length 
and more than twenty in breadth. 
 

This Canal will unite the Rivers Severn, Dee and Mersey, and will open an 
inland navigation from the above mentioned districts to the Ports of Liverpool 
and Bristol.  Although the commercial connexions, established by means of 
this Canal, will be far from inconsiderable, yet it is from fuel and from manure 
for agricultural purposes, that its most important and permanent revenue 
must be looked for." 
 

This last paragraph needs explanation.  When the first canals were built the 
Industrial Revolution was only just beginning, and the economy of England 
was essentially rural.  Most of our population worked on the land, there being 
few large towns.  In 1760 London had a population estimated at 700,000 and 
only Bristol, and possibly Manchester, had over 50,000 inhabitants. 
 

When £1,000,000 was Subscribed 
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Such industries as coal mining, iron smelting and pottery manufacture were 
trying to expand, but they were greatly hampered by transport difficulties.  
The general state of the roads was still terrible.  They were often bad too for 
wheeled traffic so that pack horses were largely employed to take pottery and 
other goods to the nearest seaport, and to bring back raw materials.  One can 
well imagine that breakages of pottery were numerous! 
 

The price of coal rose steeply with the distance from the mine, and the Duke 
of Bridgewater employed Brindley to construct a ten-mile canal between 
Worsley and Manchester.  Opened in 1761, it halved the price of coal in 
Manchester.  The "Bridgewater Canal" began a great boom in canal building.  
The industrialists saw a solution of their transport difficulties.  Nevertheless, 
the greater part of England was to remain rural for a long time to come, and 
many branches of the canal system, now derelict, finished up at some small 
country village. 
 

This was the result of the country people needing lime (called "manure" in the 
Report) for their land and for building purposes, coal for their hearths and for 
"burning" limestone, slates for their houses and barns, and timber for 
building.  The return traffic consisted of the produce of the farms, particularly 
cheese, for the towns. 
 

Pontcysyllte Aqueduct from the road. 
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In these days it is difficult to picture the enthusiasm over the proposed 
building of the Ellesmere Canal.  To quote from the Report: “the paroxysm of 
commercial ardour of the memorable tenth of September (1792), can never 
be forgotten by the writer, who had the honour to be left to defend the hill 
near the town (Ellesmere) which gives its name to the undertaking, from the 
excessive intrusion of too ardent speculation: the books were opened about 
noon, and ere sun set near a million of money was confided to the care of the 
Committee.  This wonderful act of public confidence was in a few days 
justified, by returning of all the money or value of shares not wanted for the 
works then projected, to those who had so liberally supplied it." 
 

Broadly speaking the Ellesmere Canal system formed a cross with Ellesmere 
near its centre.  The N.W. fork was planned to lead from the Mersey at 
Ellesmere Port (so called because it was the port at the seaward end of the 
Ellesmere Canal) across the Wirral Peninsula to Chester; then on to the coal 
mining districts around Wrexham and Ruabon; across the valleys of the Dee 
and Ceriog by aqueducts; and thus on to the junction at Welsh Frankton near 
Ellesmere. 
 

It was intended that the canal would then proceed by the S.E. fork to join the 
River Severn at Shrewsbury.  The S.W. fork was to be made to bring 
limestone from Llanymynech into the rest of the system and make connection 
with the Montgomeryshire Canal leading through Welshpool and Newtown 
into South Wales.  The N.E. fork was to pass through Ellesmere and 
Whitchurch to the neighbourhood of Nantwich.  Later the older Chester Canal 
was to connect it with Chester.  As so often happens the work did not go 
according to plan, although the proprietors were fortunate enough to acquire 
the engineering services of Thomas Telford. 
 

He tackled the most difficult portion of the Canal almost at once; that 
concerned with the crossings of the rivers Dee and Ceriog.  It was ten years 
before this work was brought to a successful conclusion, by which time the 
rest of the canal as it stands to-day was also finished.  To quote: "this division 
of the Canal is composed of works more difficult of execution, than can 
perhaps anywhere be found within an equal distance upon Canal Navigation.  
From Chirk Bank on the south side of the River Ceriog to the north bank of 
the River Dee, is only four miles, but in this distance there are two very large 
Aqueducts, two Tunnels, nearly a mile of very deep cutting, and the 
remainder consists of benchings along very high steep banks." 
 

The different "lines of Canal" were completed and adopted in the following 
order: 
First.  The Wirral Line, opening up communication from Liverpool and 
Manchester with .Chester.  They hoped that this would encourage the 
Chester Canal proprietors to revive the Canal from Chester to Nantwich 
where it would connect up with a proposed branch of the Ellesmere Canal.  
This latter idea became an essential part of the whole system when surveys 
showed that it would be too difficult and costly to build the branch from 
Chester through Wrexham and Ruabon. 
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Second.  From Chirk to Llanymynech and Weston.  The aim of this line was 
to open up a communication between the colleries of the Ruabon 
neighbourhood and the Limestone Quarries at Llanymynech, and from these: 
"into Montgomeryshire in one direction and into the county of Salop at 
Hordley and Weston, in the other".  Originally this latter portion was intended 
to continue on to Shrewsbury, but the lack of funds prevented its completion. 
 

Third.  From Frankton (upon the last mentioned line) by Ellesmere and 
Hampton Bank to Tilstock Park.  The main purpose was to extend the 
consumption of coal and lime in the surrounding country. 
 

Fourth.  From Tilstock Park to Whitchurch, and the Chester Canal near 
Nantwich.  This would also supply coal and lime to the neighbourhood, 
connect up to the Wirral Line via the Chester Canal, and supply water to the 
Wirral Line which previously had to have water pumped into it from the 
tideway by means of a steam engine. 
 

Fifth.  The Chirk, Pontcysylte and Llangollen Line.  There is always a difficulty 
in supplying the stretch of canal which runs at the highest level (known as the 
"summit level") with sufficient water.  The "water line" led from the 
Pontcysylte Aqueduct as far as Llangollen where it connected up with the 
Dee at Llantysilio; the Dee itself came from Lake Bala where the Ellesmere 
Canal Proprietors had "works" controlling the amount of water let out from the 
lake into the Dee and hence into the whole of the Ellesmere Canal.  

 

Beside this important reason, coal from the Ruabon Colleries was brought to 
the Canal at Pontcysylte by horse-drawn railway, limestone from Trevor, and 
slate from Trenant. 
 

These reasons were considered important enough to justify the huge 
expenditure on aqueducts and tunnels which were among the first works 
started and the last to be completed. 

The canal terminus 

at Ellesmere 
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The Canal & River Trust has published the list of vital maintenance work the 
charity will be carrying out over the winter and is urging boaters to take a look 
to see how it may affect their cruising plans over the season. 
 

There are a number of stoppages on the Shroppie system, including a 
number on the Llangollen Canal and Middlewich Branch.  The Trust hold two 
rounds of feedback from canal users after publishing its draft plans, and the 
list has now been finalised. 
 

Mike Grimes, head of boating at Canal & River Trust, said,  “The work we 
carry out every winter lies at the heart of our maintenance programme and 
ensures that the waterways are kept as shipshape as possible.  We know that 
closures can affect boaters’ plans and so we’ve listened and incorporated 
boaters’ comments into our final list.  If you are a boater and you’re thinking of 
taking advantage of cruising over the traditionally quieter – and often stunning 
– winter season, do take a look at the programme to make sure your chosen 
route will be open.” 
 

The adjacent map shows the stoppages; those in purple happening before 
Christmas, the blue ones occurring after Christmas.  Further details and the 
final winter stoppage programme can be found at: https://
canalrivertrust.org.uk/notices/winter (select ‘North Wales and West’). 

Stoppages for Winter 2016 - 7 
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New Canal Books Published 

Besides stocking a very wide range of 
canal books, Audlem Mill is the home 
of CanalBookShop, its publishing 
imprint.  They have just published 
three canal books, with several more 
planned over the next few months.  
New titles from Audlem are: 
 

A - Z of the Birmingham Canal 
Navigations with drawings by 
Edward Paget-Tomlinson and 
historical notes by BCN expert Ray 
Shill.  The book contains 26 black and 
white drawings of past scenes on the 
BCN system, with notes about each, 
putting them into historical context, 
and many photographs of the area. 
 

Colours of the Cut is a reprint of 
Edward Paget-Tomlinson’s superb 
reference book first published in 2004, 
covering the colour schemes of most 

canal and inland waterway 
carriers.  The illustrations include 
a large number of Edward’s 
paintings of boats, plus many 
black and white photos. 
 

Cockerel’s in the Cut is the 
autobiographical memoir of 
former canal boatman John 
Blunn, who now lives close to the 
Shroppie at Wheaton Aston.  
John worked for FMC, Claytons 
and Barlows, and the book is full 
of anecdotes and humour, as well 
as hardship.  The title is explained 
in the book! 
 

The books can be bought at 
Audlem Mill, or from 
www.canalbookshop.co.uk 

https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/notices/winter
https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/notices/winter
http://www.canalbookshop.co.uk
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Audlem Wharf, Shropshire Street, Audlem, Crewe CW3 0DX 01270 812379  
 For menus, events and much more visit:    www.shroppiefly.com 

The Shroppie Fly has undergone a large refurbishment recently and the 
outcome is truly fantastic.  We have created a pub that is full of character 
with a warm welcome to all. 
Check our website for details of special offers and live music events.  
Whether you want a drink by the canal or a place to eat the Shroppie Fly is 
a great place to stop.  Ample parking and nearby visitor moorings make it 
an ideal destination whether you come by boat or car.  Check our website, 
search ’shroppie’ on Facebook or give us a call to see what is going on. 

 

http://www.overwatermarina.co.uk/
http://www.shroppiefly.com
http://www.shroppiefly.com
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Cheshire Cat Narrowboat Holidays 
 
Hire one of our comfortable, 2 - 8 berth narrowboats 
to explore the beautiful canals of Cheshire, 
Shropshire and North Wales.  Take the trip of a 
lifetime over the world-famous Pontcysyllte Aqueduct, 
visit historic Chester, the Anderton Boat Lift or cruise 
around the Four Counties or Cheshire Rings. 
Based at Overwater Marina, just north of Audlem. 
 

Full tuition given, pets welcome at no extra charge. 
 

www.cheshirecatnarrowboats.co.uk 
Call 07867 790195 for more details. 
 

Cheshire Cat Training 
Narrowboat Handling courses to suit all abilities.  Half
-day basic boat handling, RYA Inland Waterways 
Helmsman and Inland Waterways Crew certificates, 
two day Life Afloat courses. 
 

Phone 07867 790195 for details of our next course. 
 
www.cheshirecattraining.co.uk 

M & L Canal Services 
 

 Boat Safety Scheme Examinations and remedial work 

 Breakdown and Call-out service 

 Engine Servicing and repairs 

 Plumbing and Electrical work 

 LPG gas installations, testing and repairs  

 Gas Safe registered 
 
Call Mark on 07970 384047 
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Stamps Coins & Post Cards 

Pat Wilson 

Special thanks this time to: 

We are all receiving fewer items in the post with stamps on them - hence the 
number of you who have enough to send to me.  But every so often I have a 
nice surprise when a big packet arrives!  Please keep on saving, ask your 
neighbours, friends and work colleagues to do the same.  When you have 
enough to justify the postage I would love to have them. 
 

Total sales of stamps and post cards for the Society since April is now £261.  
The number of old coins and foreign money is mounting up so I will soon 
have enough to sell to my dealer. 

Anon x 1 
M & D Awcock 
P Bradley & friends 
D Brown 
C Butter 
P Carr 
J Cox 
J Dodwell 
M Elliot 

M & J Friend 
D Jones 
C Magner 
I MacTavish 
V & E Moses 
H & D Newall 
V & G Nobbs 
D & C Owen-Roberts 
M & R Shenton 

J & M Shaw 
D Tummon 
J Webber 
M & J Winstanley 
D & F Woodvine 
Cheshire WI 
Cheshire Cat 

Narrowboats 

It will soon be Christmas cards - with stamps - so I look forward 
to receiving those!  Happy Christmas and New Year. 

http://www.cheshirecatnarrowboats.co.uk
http://www.cheshirecattraining.co.uk
http://www.swanleybridgemarina.com/
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0871 200 8021 
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Old Joshers Quay 

PREAMBLE 
The Norsemen had Valhalla.  
The Authurian Knights had Avalon.  
The 17th Century Buccaneers had Tom Tidler’s Ground.  
Deep Sea Fishermen had Fiddler’s Green.  
 

HENCE With Acknowledgment to the Houghton Weavers and a song called 
Fiddler’s green; 
 

OLD JOSHERS QUAY 
Old Joshers Quay is a place boaters tell  
Where Canal People go if they don't go to hell,  
There's Real Ale & Good Grub Pubs, And Horse Boats & Brum Tugs,  
And good moorings aplenty at Old Joshers Quay.  
 

When you slip with your Tiller & Windlass  
No more on the cut to be free.  We'll tell your Number - One mates  
'He's got a Fly -Run mates  
A clear road to the stop-gates at Old Joshers Quay.’ 
  

Old Joshers Quay, so canal people tell,  
Has blue skies & deep water as clear as a bell.  
So to all Number One Mates  
When you make that last run mates,  
We'll meet at the Lock-Gates, By Old Joshers Quay. 
 

Brian Capps 

Tower Wharf, Chester - not, we hope, Old Joshers Quay 

http://www.canalcontracting.co.uk/
http://www.rivercanalrescue.co.uk/
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Lottery Grant for the Monty 

On Thursday 13 October, Canal & River Trust announced that £4.2m of work 
to restore a further part of the Montgomery Canal is to get underway thanks 
to a £2.53M grant from the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF). 
 

The bid, led by the Canal & River Trust and supported by the Montgomery 
Canal Partnership, is a major step forward in the 47-year restoration of the 
historic canal.  About 50% of the canal has already been restored. 
 

With the help of volunteers, work is due to start in 2017 and should be 
completed in 2020.  It will see a further 1¼ miles of the canal and a winding 
hole reopen to Crickheath, Shropshire.  It will also improve access to the 
canal, create new nature reserves (needed in view of Site of Special 
Scientific Interest aspects) and improve almost 4 miles of towpath between 
Welshpool and Llanymynech on the English border. 
 

The project is also supported with funding from Powys County Council, 
Shropshire Union Canal Society, Inland Waterways Association, and the 
Friends of the Montgomery Canal.  
 

Known by many for its outstanding natural beauty and heritage, the 
Montgomery Canal runs for 35 miles between England and Wales.  The 
canal is designated as a Site of Special Scientific Interest in parts of England 
and as a Site of Special Scientific Interest and also a Special Area of 
Conservation for the whole length in Wales for its abundance of aquatic 
plants. 
 

Richard Parry thanked the volunteers for their continuing hard work which 
has kept the dream alive to restore the canal.  The Canal & River Trust will 
be working with the 15 partner organisations which make up the Montgomery 
Canal 
Partnership.   
 
The Partnership 
aims to restore 
the canal to 
Crickheath fully 
within the next 
decade as a 
haven for 
people and 
nature.  This 
work will bring 
canal boats 
back to 
Crickheath for 
the first time in 
over 80 years. 
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RICHARD POTTER LTD 
 

Supplier of Quality Hardwoods, Softwoods and Sheet Materials to 

many Narrowboat Owners 

 

We always have large stocks of veneered and marine plywood 

together with extensive stocks of other sheets, hardwoods, etc. 

We offer a full cutting to size and machining service. 

Local delivery service. 

 

Millstone Lane, Nantwich, Cheshire CW5 5PN 

Telephone 01270 625791 Fax 01270 610483 

 

Monday - Friday 8:00 am to 5:00 pm 

Saturday 8:30 am to 4:30 pm 

Sunday (stock and shop sales only) 10:00 am to 1:00 pm  

 

Website address www.fortimber.demon.co.uk 

E-mail richardpotter@fortimber.demon.co.uk 

We all extend a warm welcome to: 
Mr and Mrs Clegg of Mow Cop Mrs Carr of Saltdean, Sussex 
Mr J Brereton of London 
 

Annual subscriptions fell due at the end of June and a few remain unpaid as 
yet.  Our subscription rates remain unchanged at £10 for a single person or a 
couple.  If you have not paid already and do not have a banker’s order in 
place, I would ask you to write that cheque promptly please and send it to me.  
You may wish to pay using internet banking; if so our bank account details are: 
 

Shropshire Union Canal Society Account No: 01630962   Sort Code: 55-50-05 
 

Please use your membership number or the first line of your address as the 
reference.  Current members whose subscription remains unpaid at the end of 
December 2016 will be deemed to have lapsed. 
 

The Society depends on a steady influx of new members so if you know 
anybody who would like to join, please see the downloadable form on our 
website.  Alternatively, contact me and I will send you a small pack of 
membership applications and publicity leaflets. 
 

You can contact me about these or any other membership matter at 28, 
Millfield Drive, Market Drayton TF9 1HS, telephone 01630 656525 or by email 
to sucsmemsec@btinternet.com. Ian Hendley 

Membership News 

http://www.fortimber.demon.co.uk
mailto:richardpotter@fortimber.demon.co.uk
mailto:sucsmemsec@btinternet.com
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A Heritage Walk Leader is wanted for the Montgomery Canal. 

 

Do you have any knowledge of the Montgomery canal?  Would you be 
interested in sharing it with a small group of people over a short walk?  You 
don’t need to be a trained walk leader as long as you know how to bring 
things to life in story telling style.  If so, we would like to hear from you or you 
may know the ideal person to volunteer a couple of hours in the Spring/ 
Summer.  Travel expenses paid. 

 

Get in touch with the Montgomery canal community development officer on 
07787 508635 or drop her a line at sylvia.edwards@canalrivertrust.org.uk 

Heritage Walk Leader Wanted 

Is anyone willing to donate home-made jams or produce for the next 
Lockwind at Cholmondeston on the late May bank holiday weekend?  
Produce made over £500 at the last lockwind so the more we have, the more 
we can sell!  Please contact Gill Robertson: nbrosie2002@gmail.com  

Appeal for the Next Lockwind 

http://www.aqueductmarina.co.uk/
mailto:sylvia.edwards@canalrivertrust.org.uk
mailto:nbrosie2002@gmail.com
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Annual Showcase Meeting 

The North Wales and Borders Partnership held their annual Showcase 
meeting in Chester on the 21st October.  More than 40 exhibition stands 
illustrated the activities and locations that people can enjoy along the region’s 
canals and rivers – from crafts to sports and leisure activities.  A number of 
canal societies were represented including, of course, the Shropshire Union 
Canal Society. 
 

A programme of short talks was run alongside the exhibition.  The morning 
talks concentrated on information highlighting how the waterways are 
managed and used.  The afternoon talks covered attractions and activities for 
those people who have yet to discover the enjoyment that the canals and 
rivers can provide on their doorstep. 
 

After a brief introduction by Partnership Chair Brenda Harvey, C&RT’s Chief 
Executive Richard Parry, gave a summary of the waterways and C&RT’s 
responsibilities including how the money was spent.  He also emphasised 
how there was growing involvement from volunteers and the community in 
general and was pleased to see more connection with young people.  He 
concluded with an overview of the long term vision and the ten year strategy. 
 

Richard was followed by NW&B’s Waterway Manager Wendy Capelle.  She 
highlighted the role played by volunteers in the area with 33,000 hours logged 
by over 220 volunteers.  This included 43 volunteer lockies who helped 
greatly with overseeing the smooth operation of the locks. 
 

Brenda Harvey followed, summarising the role of the Partnership in liaising 
with C&RT and the local area.  She reported back on the Action Plan 
developed from the previous Partnership meeting.  In particular she reported 
on progress at the Llangollen World Heritage site, towpath usage, the West 
Cheshire Ring (utilising the Manchester Ship Canal) and the prospect of 
getting a Green Flag award for the section of canal from Middlewich to 
Audlem.  She followed with the future projects including Ellesmere, Market 
Drayton and Ellesmere Port plus Welshpool and the World Heritage site.  She 
was followed by Ani Sutton, Development and Engagement Manager who 
talked about local community involvement. 
 

Next to speak was C&RT trustee John Dodwell who gave an enthusiastic talk 
centring on the Heritage Lottery Fund award for restoration of the 
Montgomery Canal to Crickheath.  The morning session finished with a 
summary of 2016, a Year of Celebration by Head of Museums Graham Boxer. 
 

After a break for lunch the talks continued, aimed more at people who 
perhaps are not so familiar with what the waterways have to offer.  This 
included Places to Visit from Nicola Said, Marketing Cheshire and Partnership 
member and several speakers talking about different activities to try on the 
waterways including fishing, boating and cycling. 
 

Also during the afternoon the winners of the photography competition were 
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presented with their awards.  The competition was arranged to capture the 
diversity of life on the region’s waterways.  
 

Overall the event was well attended and provided an opportunity to meet 
some of C&RT’s management and to see the range of activities the 
waterways users can engage in. 

The 
Showcase 
exhibition 

hall 

Ashwood Marina
Not so much a mooring, more a 

way of life

Ashwood Marina, Kingswinford DY6 0AQ 
Tel: 01384 295535   info@ashwoodmarina.co.uk   

www.ashwoodmarina.co.uk

The Team At Ashwood Marina Offers a Comprehensive Package of Facilities 

and Services to Complement Our Beautiful Moorings:

New Bespoke Boats from Perrydale Narrowboats:

Working with you to create your perfect boat for 

liveaboard and/or cruising expectations.

Prices for owning a brand new boat, designed to 

your specific requirements start at £79,000.

www.perrydalenarrowboats.co.uk

Used Boat Sales:  

Used Boat Sales: 

Wide range of narrowboats and cruisers covering all 

requirements and budgets.  View new and used boat 

details at www.ashwoodcanalboatsales.co.uk

Re-Fits:

Ranging from changing a door, to fitting a 

bathroom, to full fit out.

Craning & Docking:

A monthly service, giving ample time for 

engine and blacking works to be completed.  

Mooring & docking facilities available for 

DIY blacking and fit out work, or we can 

undertake for you.  Also hull 

refurbishment, stretching, engine 

overhauls, painting and sign writing etc.  

Ashwood Marina is located on the Staffs & Worcester Canal between Kidderminster and Wolverhampton

Visit www.ashwoodmarina.co.uk for 

more info or call 01384 295525

Want to Sell Your Boat?  

We urgently need more stock, 

so call us to discuss.

Photo: C&RT 
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The Small Task Team has been busy again.  During September and October 
we have been busy “sprucing up” a stretch of the Shropshire Union.  This has 
included work in the Barbridge area in September and October, plus work at 
Hurleston.  The Minor Tasks on the Move team also tackled a four-mile 
stretch during a week in October. 

 

At Barbridge, the metal safety rail was painted with etching primer, hedges 
were cut back, an access gate repaired and fences painted.  All mooring and  
fishing posts between bridges 98 and 101 were also painted. 
 

On our return in October one team of volunteers completed the refuse 
compound. 
 

Whilst at Hurleston, another team painted totem posts, water points, bollards, 
sluice fences and 5 picnic tables. 
 

From 10th October for five days The Minor Tasks on The Move team gave 
TLC to anything that needed it between Wharton’s Lock and the Farm Shop 
at Calveley:  11 Benches and 5 picnic tables were renovated and painted.  50 
bollards were rubbed down and painted, mooring rings were cleared and 
replaced, all mooring and fishing totems were given a coat of Sadolin and 
signage was replaced.  They also painted a number of fences, a shed door, 
barbeque stands, footbridge guardrails and lock name boards.  Other tasks 
included cleaning signs, dog-poo bins, vegetation clearing, trimming and 
weeding, etc. 

The Small Tasks Team (STTV) 

Fence 
painting at 
Barbridge 
(left) and 
finishing 
Barbridge 
bin 
compound 
(right) 
 
 
 
Painting 
the safety 
rails at 
Barbridge 
(left) and 
Beeston 
(right) 

http://www.nantwichmarina.co.uk/
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Shropshire Union Middlewich Branch Adopters.  Please email 
sumbacanal@gmail.com if you can help on any of our work parties. 
 

Work Party No 99 - Saturday 15th October 
In initially wet, then sunny weather, we made a great start to our Autumn/
Winter programme and there were enough volunteers to have four work 
party teams. 
Bridges 11 to 12 - Repaired Wash Walls. 
Dave F & Andy used their recently 
honed helmsman skills to transport 
“Gowy”, which carried 3 ton of topsoil 
to the three previously repaired wash 
walls.  They then earned their “stoker's 
badge” by shovelling the soil from the 
boat to the towpath.  Support crew, 
Robert & Ellie raked it over the gravel 
that we laid last month.  Employing the 
“Wilson, Keppell & Betty” technique, 

SUMBA 

This was completed by a team of 14 
volunteers, with 6 boats and 2 cars giving 
374.5 hours of their time. 
 

Please address all STTV 
correspondence to: 
Paul Mills 
0151-336-1049/07947-887909 
exelbee@sky.com  
Bulletin matters to: 
John Bannister johnbann@aol.com 

Members of the MTotM team painting the 
door (left) and lockside furniture (right) 
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the soil was stamped down and compacted to provided a safe even surface - 
ready for grass seed. 
Bridges 3 to 4 - Offside Vegetation & Trees 
Using "Malvern" as a work platform Geoff, 
Nigel, Bob, Peter & Eddie made inroads into 
the heavy growth of bushes on this stretch of 
the canal.  Initially using a long reach petrol 
hedge cutter to cut the branches, in the end 
they made better progress with traditional 
loppers and saws. 
Bridge 2 to Cholmondeston Lock - 
Towpath Vegetation & Trees 
Dave B, Sue, Margaret & CRT's Mark cleared 
all the overhanging obstructions along a mile 
of towpath and completed a litter pick.  So 
dedicated were they in their tasks that we 
thought they had got lost!! 
Cholmondeston Lock to Sykes Hollow - 
Towpath Vegetation & Trees 
Graham R, Hazel & Graham J cleared the 
extensive towpath edge brash growth, plus 
overhanging branches and vegetation around 
the Sykes Hollow picnic area.  A short reach 
petrol hedge cutter made the task far easier 
than in previous years. 
 

Future Work Parties - Dates For Your 
Diaries 
Towpath & Offside Vegetation Cutting Back 
We hope to continue to have the use of two 
workboats - Gowy and Malvern 
Sat Nov 12th - Sat Dec 10th - Sat Jan 21st - Sat Feb 18th - Sat Mar 18th 
Hedge Laying - 2nd Monday & 4th Thursday monthly at 48hr moorings above 
Cholmondeston Lock - Ellie will be issuing updates & reminders: Nov 14th & 
24th - Dec 12th - Jan 9th & 26th - Feb 13th & 
23rd - Mar 13th & 23rd 
 

Sponsorship 
Sue and Barry Flint, NB Tiller Girl, have kindly 
agreed to sponsor one our picnic tables at the 
48hr moorings opposite Aqueduct Marina.  A 
brass plaque with their boat's name has been 
attached to ‘their’ table. 
 

Hut At Sykes Hollow Picnic Area 
For over two years SUMBA has been lobbying 
CRT to repair and reroof this very visible but dilapidated building.  It was the 
Manager's office when there was a clay pit at Sykes Hollow, much of the clay 
being used on the Middlewich Branch canal. 

mailto:sumbacanal@gmail.com
mailto:exelbee@sky.com
mailto:johnbann@aol.com
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Last year Reaseheath College's 
Construction Department's 
students made SUMBA several 
picnic tables and benches which 
are now located along our adopted 
length of canal.  After further 
discussions, the Department has 
now agreed that their current 3rd 
year apprentices will repair, reroof 
and retile the building as part of 
the students' examination 
curriculum.  The students have 
visited the site to take 
measurements and a full design 
specification will soon be 
submitted to CRT for approval.  The repair work is scheduled for between 
12th & 16th June next year. 
 

Middlewich Branch Canal Pollution - Fri 30th September & Sat 1st October 
 Several SUMBA volunteers were able to react to an early morning text 
message asking for their help to close the Middlewich Branch at both ends.  
The problem was very severe oil pollution coming from a field drain at Bridge 
11 and travelling towards Middlewich.  CRT & EA were quickly on the scene, 
laying booms across the canal at bridge 11, the winding hole near bridge 16 
and at culverts & overflows.  Over the two day closure we manned both 
entrances to the Branch giving advice to boaters on their best options and 
helping them with access to temporary moorings and boat services etc.  CRT 
have thanked us for our help in overcoming this difficult situation. 
 

Graham Russell 

It has been proposed that the Canal & River Trust, together with other stake 
holders including SUCS, will 
work towards obtaining Green 
Flag status for part of the 
Shroppie.  The length of canal 
under consideration runs from 
the Wardle Canal at 
Middlewich, along the 
Middlewich Branch to 
Barbridge and then south as 
far as the top of Audlem locks.  
An update on progress will be 
available in a future edition of 
Cuttings. 

Reaseheath College students survey the hut 
at Sykes Hollow 

Green Flag Status for the Shroppie 

Audlem stables 
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Chester Canal Conservation Area 

The remains of the old brick kilns near Bunbury which are within the proposed 
conservation area. 

We reported in the Autumn 2016 edition that the Chester Canal Heritage 
Trust (CCHT) had been working for a number of years to get the relevant 
local authorities to recognise the special architectural and historic interest of 
the Chester Canal.  This has culminated in a consultation period and it was 
hoped that by the end of the year the Chester Canal Conservation Area 
would have been formally adopted by Cheshire East and Cheshire West and 
Chester councils. 
 

Despite a lot of hard work by the CCHT’s members it seems that there is still 
some way to go.  The consultation period did finish in late September and the 
results are currently being analysed.  This has taken longer than expected 
and the Trust has been told that the timetable for designation will now run 
into the new year, hopefully being completed by March.  We hope to bring 
you more information in the next issue of Cuttings or, failing that, the Summer 
2017 issue. 
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It is with a tinge of sadness that I have to announce my retirement as a BSS 
Examiner. 
 

Amazingly, I have been active 
in this role for over 20 years, 
including undertaking the 
responsibilities of Chairman 
on a number of Boat Safety-
related Committees.  My own 
records show that I have 
examined a total of 4,409 
craft over the period. 
 

I shall miss the buzz and, in 
particular, the friendly chats 
with my customers!  
 

Brian 
 

01928 732444 

Brian Hayes Bows Out 

Collection Boxes 

The collecting box income for the financial year has reached £1,025 at 
the end of October: our sincere thanks to all the collectors who traipse 
round their local businesses - or not so local - checking and emptying 
the boxes. 

 

It's time for a push to get a few more out there, so if you visit a 
canalside pub or business why not ask them if they'd take one for us?  
For instance, we have none in Llangollen.  Point out what the Society 
does, and explain that because the boxes are managed by volunteers 
the money all goes straight into the canal... so to speak.  I'm pleased 
to say that it worked on the Jack Mytton Inn at Hindford, so do pay 
them a visit if you're passing. 
 

Sarah Thursfield 

Boating at Hurleston 

Shropshire Union Canal Society visitor 

moorings at Brewood Park Farm (between 

bridges 7 and 8) 
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Chas Hardern Boats Ltd Chas Hardern Boats Ltd est 1972 

 

Family run 2 - 6 berth warm and comfortable narrowboats for hire.  All year 

cruising.  Short breaks generally available.  Dog friendly.  Excellent tuition.  

 

Services on site: diesel, gas, pump-out, gift shop. 

 

Also: Gas Safe engineer, 24hr breakdown service.  40 years experience with 

all engine and internal boat repairs. 

 

Members of IWA, BMF, APCO, FSB  Hireboat  handover external audit  

 

T: 01829 732595 E-mail: Chasboats@aol.com Web: www.chashardern.co.uk 

  

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Chas-Hardern-Boats/239576126090656?ref=ts&fref=ts
mailto:chasboats@aol.com
http://www.chashardern.co.uk
http://www.canalbookshop.co.uk/
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Chester Canal Heritage Trust Winter Talks 
Wednesday 7th December 2016 
Brenda Harvey, (CRT partnership chair and former chief executive of 
Ellesmere Port & Neston BC): The Waterways Partnership for North Wales 
and the Borders 
Wednesday 1st February 2017 
Tony Hirst (former director of Ellemere Port Boat Museum): Industry and the 
canals, inclined planes, tunnels and shafts of Shropshire 
Wednesday 1st March 2017 
Graham Dodd (Author and trustee of Nantwich Museum): The canal at 
Nantwich 
All talks start at 8.00 pm in the clubhouse at Chester Boughton Hall Cricket 
Club, Boughton Hall Avenue, Chester, CH3 5EL Free to members (which 
includes members of SUCS); non-members £2.50 

 

31 December 2016 New Year’s Eve bash at Church Minshull Aqueduct 
Marina 

6 May 2017 Montgomery Canal Triathlon 2017 
23 July 2017 Church Minshull Aqueduct Marina Open Day 

Dates for your Diary 
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Copy Deadlines 

There are four issues of Cuttings per year, published in June, September, 
December and March.  The copy deadline is 1st of the previous month, i.e.   
1 May, 1 August, 1 November and 1 February.  COPY WILL NOT BE 
ACCEPTED AFTER THESE DATES. 

Cuttings Editors David and Chris Owen-Roberts 01270 567492 
 35 Woodnoth Drive, Shavington, Cheshire CW2 5BW 
 E-mail: sucuttings@btinternet.com 
 

The views expressed in Cuttings are not necessarily those of the Shropshire 
Union Canal Society. 

Contacting Cuttings 

Articles for Cuttings 

We are always pleased to receive contributions for Cuttings.  Text, photos 
etc. can be sent by post or by e-mail.  If you are ‘no good at the words’ 
simply send us the basis of your idea with all the relevant details and we will 
gladly put an article together for you. 

 

BOAT SAFETY CERTIFICATES 
 

competitive rates 
 

10% discount for SUCS members! 

ALL BORDER COUNTIES WATERWAYS COVERED 

NEAL DODD MABSE 
 
 

01686 630250 (evenings) 

BSS Authorised Examiner 
 

 

 
wharfhouse@yahoo.co.uk 

http://www.hackgreen.co.uk/
mailto:sucuttings@btinternet.com
mailto:wharfhouse@yahoo.co.uk
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For more information contact: 
David Carter 01244 661440, 
E-mail: dcartersucs@hotmail.co.uk 

3/4 December 2016 
14/15 January 2017 
4/5 February 2017 
3/4/5 March 2017 
31st March/1/2nd April 2017 
28/29/30April - probably 1st May 
2/3/4 June2017 
30 June, 1/2 July 2017 
4/5/6 August 2017 
1/2/3 September 2017 
6/7/8 October 2017 
3/4/5 November 2017 

 

We will be based at Lloyd’s and 
the work will be preparation work for both Phase 1B and Phase 2.  It will be 
mainly tree and vegetation clearance with possibly some hedge laying. 

Advertising in Cuttings 

The advertising rates are: 

 

Half page:  £75.00 for one year (four issues) 
Full page:  £125.00 for one year (four issues) 

 

There is a 10% discount for Commercial Members.  Adverts can start in any 
issue and will be invoiced annually.  
 
To find out more please contact Advertising Manager, Roger Beswick on 
01244 332553, fax 01244 330122 or e-mail haslemere@chester50.plus.com. 

Discounts from our Advertisers 

The following advertisers are offering discounts to members:  Boat Safety 
Examiner Neal Dodd and RCR. 

Please Support our Advertisers 

Mention that you saw their advert in Cuttings. 

Work Party Dates for 2016 - 2017 
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Application for Membership or Membership Renewal of 

the Shropshire Union Canal Society 

I hereby apply for election as a member of the above Society and agree to 
abide by the rules of the Society.  I enclose my remittance for ………………..* 
being my subscription for the year ended 30 June 201… 
 
 
Signed  …………………………………………………..   Date  ………………….. 
PLEASE PRINT IN BLOCK CAPITALS 
 
 
Name  ………………………………………………… (Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms/Dr/Rev) 
 
 
Address  ……………………………………………………………………………… 
 
 
……………………………………………………………...Post Code  …………… 
 
 
Telephone  ……………………………  E-mail  …………………………………… 
Single, Joint, Family: £10  Juniors under 18: £5  Life Membership £200 
If you are applying for Junior Membership please state your age here ………. 
 

Membership Number (for renewals)  ……………………………………………… 
If you are a United Kingdom tax payer please sign the Gift Aid declaration 
below to enable the Society to reclaim the tax paid on your donations 
(including subscriptions). 
 

Name of Society: The Shropshire Union Canal Society 
I want the charity to treat all donations I have made over the last four years 
and all donations I make hereafter as Gift Aid donations. 
 
Signature  ……………………………………………………..  Date …………….. 
 If it is more convenient for you and helps the Society if you pay by Standing 
Order or direct transfer.  Please ask for the appropriate form or set it up with 
your bank using National Westminster Bank Sort Code 55-50-05, account 
number 01630962 and give your membership number or post code as the 
identifying reference.  If you pay automatically PLEASE LET THE 
MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY KNOW.  Please send completed forms to: Ian 
Hendley, Membership Secretary, 28 Millfield Drive, Market Drayton, TF9 
1HS. Telephone: 01630 656525  E-mail: sucsmemsec@btinternet.com 

 

Tick here if you have paid by Standing Order or Direct Transfer 
 
Tick here if you are happy to receive Cuttings by e-mail  

 

mailto:dcartersucs@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:haslemere@chester50.plus.com
mailto:sucsmemsec@btinternet.com
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http://www.everythingcanalboats.com/

