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Chairman’s Report 

Editorial 

A New Year brings hope and progress with the HLF bid money now in place 
to take the restoration of the Montgomery Canal onwards in all its facets.  
With even more groups having been formed to help with the upkeep of the 
canal, we can be more optimistic about the future. 

 

The latest Great Crested Newt licence for the next section of the restoration 
was granted to the Canal & River Trust by Natural England at the beginning of 
February and work started again on advancing the canal to Crickheath.  
Elsewhere there are plans being worked on to raise Schoolhouse Bridge and 
resolve the blockage caused by the railway embankment at Pant.  

 

On the main line CRT have started cutting back the offside vegetation of the 
channel as part of their work towards creating a canal environment that can 
be entered for the Keep Britain Tidy Green Flag project that they, with other 
local organisations, are working on – more details on page 12 of this 
magazine 

 

The Audlem Lock Open Day in January proved a resounding success with 
over 300 people attending, proving that there is an interest from the general 
public in the country’s canals and infrastructure. 
 

You are spared a longer report in this issue so that room can be better used 
to report on everything  else that is happening on the SUC system. 
 

Rich Hamp SUCS Chairman 

Could any members help with marshalling the Montgomery Canal Triathlon 
on 6 May?  Please contact Christine Palin christinepalin@btinternet.com if 
you can help.  For more information on the Triathlon see page 6. 
 

To take part in one section or all three, see the Triathlon website: 
http://www.montgomerycanal.me.uk/triath2017.html 

Help Needed! 

There is much positive news for the Shropshire Union Canals reported on in 
this issue.  From progress with the restoration through the application for 
Green Flag status to a successful clean-up at Chirk aqueduct and a big 
spend on lock maintenance, things are going well for the Shropshire Union.  
We hope you will do what you can to enable this progress to be maintained.  
Thank you for supporting the Shropshire Union Canal Society. 
 

David and Chris Owen-Roberts 
Editors of Cuttings 

 

 Page 5 Cuttings Spring 2017 

It may have passed you by, but the Shropshire Union Canal Society was fifty 
years old in 2016.  An article appeared in Canal Boating Times, the free 
newspaper published by Waterways World, in November 2016 celebrating 
the work of the Shropshire Union Canal Society since its formation in 1966. 
 

SUCS was formed to preserve and enhance the canals of the Shropshire 
Union system and to facilitate restoration of the Montgomery Canal.  At the 
time canal closures and abandonments were common place and the risk to 
the Shropshire Union canals, unthinkable today, was at that time very real. 
 

Fifty years on and the Shropshire Union canals are a thriving, vibrant and 
essential part of the canal network.  Leisure use is now at the forefront of 
canal activity in a way hardly foreseen fifty years ago. 
 

SUCS has been involved with restoration throughout its fifty years.  From the 
Big Dig at Welshpool in 1969 to the more careful and considered restorations 
of today, the Shropshire Union Canal Society has led the way in cooperation, 
negotiation, partnerships and sharing as well as physical graft and is a key 
part of the Shropshire Union system for the future. 
 

Much else has also been achieved along the canal system and SUCS is 
regularly praised by visitors for the quality of visitor moorings, benches, 
barbecue facilities and picnic tables available from Wolverhampton to 
Chester, Middlewich and Llangollen. 
 

Happy Golden Jubilee to the Shropshire Union Canal Society! 

50 Years of SUCS 

A SUCS 

visitor 

mooring 

at 

Brewood 

Park 

Farm 

being 

well 

used  by 

boaters 

on a 

lovely 

June 

day. 

mailto:christinepalin@btinternet.com
http://www.montgomerycanal.me.uk/triath2017.html


 

Cuttings Spring 2017 Page 6 

Montgomery Canal Triathlon 
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HS2 Route HS2 Route --  Have Your Say!Have Your Say!  

A new proposal for the route of HS2 close to the Middlewich branch has been 
put forward.  This includes a large (4km long) rolling stock depot, moved from 
its original location near Wigan.  The proposal shows a number of road and 
rail embankments, some up to 25 metres (82ft) high. 
 

The area affected lies between the A534 Middlewich Road and the canal.  It 
stretches from Wimboldsley, east of Church Minshull, to north of Middlewich, 
crossing the canal on a substantial embankment just west of bridge 26. 
 

More information can be found by following links given on the Church 
Minshull website:  http://www.villagearena.org/newsroom/hs2-north-crewe-rail
-depot-in-wimboldsley.html 
 

There is currently an open consultation on the proposals but there is not 
much time; it closes on 9th March.  If you wish to make your views known 
you can do this by: 
 

Email your response to route2b@dialoguebydesign.co.uk 
Post your response to the following FREEPOST address.  Please use capital 
letters when writing the address. No additional address information is 
required and you do not need a stamp: FREEPOST HS2 PHASE 2B ROUTE 
REFINEMENT CONSULTATION 
Complete an online response form that is available at the following website: 
https://route2b.dialoguebydesign.net 
 

In particular, go to https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/
attachment_data/file/568502/
D1_Route_refinement_consultation_document_FINAL.PDF  pages 11 to 13. 
Or follow the link “Phase 2b Crewe to Manchester — Route Refinement 
Consultation Document” on the Church Minshull website.  This includes a 
detailed map on page 13 (page numbers as given at the foot of each page, 
not the PDF page numbers). 

Middlewich Branch near the 
crossing point. 

http://www.montgomerycanal.me.uk/triath2017.html
http://www.villagearena.org/newsroom/hs2-north-crewe-rail-depot-in-wimboldsley.html
http://www.villagearena.org/newsroom/hs2-north-crewe-rail-depot-in-wimboldsley.html
https://route2b.dialoguebydesign.net
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/568502/D1_Route_refinement_consultation_document_FINAL.PDF
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/568502/D1_Route_refinement_consultation_document_FINAL.PDF
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/568502/D1_Route_refinement_consultation_document_FINAL.PDF
http://www.villagearena.org/newsroom/hs2-north-crewe-rail-depot-in-wimboldsley.html
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Pryces to Crickheath 
The 2016 restoration season was productive to a degree that could only have 
been dreamt about some eighteen months ago.  A full programme of nine 
three day work parties ensured that all of the planned major works were 
completed and, for the first time, work extended beyond the confines of the 
first 75metres of channel from Pryces Bridge.  To top it all CRT were 
successful in their bid to the Heritage Lottery Fund for funding, some of which 
will be applied to the Pryces to Crickheath section. 
 

March saw the start of construction of the 
permanent works – the retaining wall-cum-
mooring adjacent to Pryces Bridge.  The 
plan was to excavate for the foundations of 
the mooring and then use the resulting spoil 
to build up the badly subsided towpath – 
what could be simpler?  We quickly 
discovered that a high capacity excavator 
could dig at a far greater rate than the small 
capacity power barrows could cart the spoil 
to the towpath and the site was soon 
covered with ‘temporary’ storage heaps - an 
unavoidable consequence of the small 
working area available.  Elsewhere a 
second group of volunteers assembled four 
large reinforcement cages for the base of 
the mooring.  This involved wiring up the 
individual pieces of pre-bend mesh which 
had been delivered to site in the autumn.  
This giant three-dimensional jigsaw puzzle 
took most of the weekend to solve. 
 

‘Water, water, everywhere’ was the mantra for April.  The work commenced 
on All Fool’s Day and the weather gods’ joke was a brief period of dry 
weather instead of the promised deluge.  This allowed the completion of bulk 
excavation but the adjacent pile of spoil reached new heights.  The rains 
came with a vengeance for the rest of the weekend making digging out the 
base, blinding the excavation bottom, and installing the formwork a real test 
of the volunteer spirit.  The rain ran down the sides of the excavation and 
caused a series of earth slippages which required remedial shoring.  
Groundwater began to appear in the bottom of the excavation making 
continuous pumping necessary.  On the Sunday morning – still raining - 
attention turned to the problem of moving the reinforcement cages from the 
compound to the mooring – about 150 metres.  They were too big to go on 
the dumper so the only solution was to carry them!  It took twelve volunteers 
just to lift them and shifting them all the way to the bottom of the channel 

Restoration Review 2016 

The mooring nears completion 
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was, well, pretty hard work.  The 
last test of ‘volunteer spirit’ was to 
lift the cages into position and 
adjust them for final level and 
alignment; not something that 
many present would have bet on 
at the start of the work party.  So 
the base was finished and, bar 
the installation of expansion 
joints, ready for the concrete six 
days later.  What could go 
wrong?  Alas... the next day a 
narrowboat somehow managed 
to hit the stop-planks at Redwith 
Bridge, damaging them and 
causing the level in the Redwith 
to Pryces section to rise to full 
height.  This in turn caused 
increased leakage into the 
worksite at Pryces Bridge.  There 
was a real fear of inundation but, 
in the absence of any further 
heavy rain, the pumps managed 
to cope with the inflows for the 
rest of the week.  The following 
Saturday a dozen volunteers, 
aided and abetted by three large 
ready-mix trucks and a concrete 
pump, finally placed the concrete 
in the base.  Relief all round! 
 

The May work party is usually close to the top of any list of the most 
productive events during the Society’s restoration season and the 2016 
edition was no exception.  The four day marathon (it included a Bank 
Holiday) made use of good weather to make substantial progress on the 
mooring and to commence work on two other major projects.  Work got 
cracking on the blockwork walls of the mooring with the ambitious target of 
progressing to a point where concrete could be poured at the start of the next 
work party.  A mighty collective effort achieved this half an hour before 
knocking-off time on the last day.  Work also started on the second ‘big ticket’ 
item on the current section - the culvert which passes under the canal 
adjacent to the compound.  Since the ‘day job’ of the culvert was to drain a 
substantial upstream area, work in it had to be done in such a way as to 
preserve its drainage function.  This caused a considerable amount of head 
scratching in planning the work.  The first task was exploratory excavation of 
the old brick culvert to get information to inform the design of its replacement.  
Volunteers had the task of excavating, by hand, 
behind the culvert headwall.   

Getting down to work on the culvert 

Newt ponds 
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What they found was a 200 year 
old brick culvert in poor condition: 
penetrated by tree roots, prone to 
collapse and only held up by the 
surrounding earth.  Total 
replacement with modern 
materials was necessary – a 
major task for a bunch of 
volunteers!  
 

The June and July gatherings 
were dominated by work on the 
mooring and the culvert.  
Construction of the mooring 
settled into a pattern of two 
months worth of block laying 
followed by a concrete pour, whereupon the process was repeated.  The 
attention of the bulk of the workforce was centred on the culvert.  The 
detailed design of the work was done by Society members and when the 
mass of pipework and fittings was delivered it was great fun trying to work out 
which bit fitted into which.  Installation work quickly got underway.  After 
seemingly endless chiselling, sawing, drilling, grinding and filling, the back of 
headwall on the Lloyd’s side was judged to be in a state to take a plastic pipe 
coupling.  This was fixed to the headwall using a variety of bolts, washers 
and two types of mastic.  Meanwhile excavation of the old culvert yielded 
large quantities of 200 year old bricks, some still in surprisingly good 
condition.  The new 450 mm diameter pipe sections were assembled ‘on dry 
land’ before being lowered into the trench and bedded in pea gravel.  By the 
end of the June work party the pipework reached its lowest intended point 
beneath the bed of the channel on the Lloyd’s side.  On the other side of the 
canal the search began for the other headwall.  Eventually, with a little help 
from the 8 tonne digger, the top of the culvert, a headwall and a manhole 
were uncovered.  All were unceremoniously removed and a temporary bridge 
erected over the big hole in the towpath.  No going back now. 
 

We all started in July knowing that the culvert had to be finished in the next 
three days.  As they say – no pressure.  A reinforced concrete base was 
constructed for the replacement towpath side manhole.  Work started to 
extend the pipe beneath the canal bed from the point reached in June.  
However there was a problem – there always is!  Soon after the last work 
party heavy rain had flooded the site (together with much of the local area) 
and a thick layer of silt covered the location of the pipe.  Eventually the 
missing connection was found, cleaned out and the next length of pipe 
attached.  The rest of the day was occupied with two things.  The first was 
shifting an enormous volume of earth from the bed of the canal to permit the 
safe installation of the remaining pipe sections.  The second was keeping our 
collective fingers crossed for another day of dry weather.  

 

Sunday morning and – big sigh of relief -  no rain.  The blocklaying gang had 

Newt terrestrial habitats under construction 
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been transformed overnight into the bricklaying gang and they immediately 
started work on the new manhole on the towpath side.  Meanwhile after a 
small amount of extra excavation sections of pipe were installed to bring the 
culvert to a point beneath the towpath.  These sections were duly surrounded 
with pea gravel and backfilled.  The final task was the pipe connection under 
the towpath to the manhole so that it was capable of performing its drainage 
function.  There it was – all 24 metres of it.  We had done it!   
 

The August work party literally broke new ground as well as making progress 
on the mooring and finishing work on the culvert.  Patient work by CRT had 
resulted in the acquisition of land for newt ponds, these being a pre-requisite 
for a newt licence application for the next phase of the restoration.  The site 
of the new ponds is familiar to the Society since it is the site of our old 
Redwith base.  After being set out with the help of CRT ecologists, 
excavation of the ponds started and 20 tonnes of puddle clay was delivered.  
We soon found out that the job of puddle clay lining is not as simple as it 
seems.  Suffice to say we had learnt the hard way that bulk clay must be 
broken up, followed by lots of water and boots to get it watertight.  Messy but 
fun!  

 

Back at the mooring the third and final concrete pour completed the filling of 
the blockwork.  The stone walling gang had the damp-proof course on the 
wall and the first stones laid before the end of the weekend. 
 

After the high jinks of the three previous months the remaining work parties 
were more sedate affairs.  In September three visitors from the Heritage 
Lottery Fund were shown some of the Society’s work in connection with the 
CRT bid for funding for the restoration.  The stone facing on the mooring was 
completed.  Elsewhere the second newt pond was dug and lined, and the 
bricks salvaged from the old culvert together with assorted tree trunks 
transported to Redwith.  These were used the next month to construct newt 
terrestrial habitats.  This rather grand sounding activity involved digging a 
shallow trench, filling it with a mixture of the tree trunks and bricks, and then 
adding a covering of soil.  The remaining major job was the completion of the 

French drain using the Society’s 
latest secret weapon.  To date 
gravel has been delivered to the 
drain trench manually using 
buckets and a pipe as a gravel 
chute.  A Mark 2 gravel chute was 
constructed which allowed gravel 
to be tipped direct from the 
dumper into the drain excavation.  
Ten metres of drain was installed 
in just 2 hours using the new 
system, a massive improvement 
on the old method. 

 
 
 
 

The Mk2 gravel chute in action 
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The remarkably dry weather 
during the November event 
made earthmoving possible 
even at this late stage in the 
year.  Full advantage was taken 
of this to complete work on both 
the mooring and the towpath.  
The mooring was backfilled with 
concrete and compacted soil, 
and the building up and 
surfacing of the Phase 1B 
towpath to grade was 
completed.  This is certainly a 
great improvement on the 
muddy switchback which was 
there before.  The other big news in November was, of course, the award of 
the Heritage Lottery Fund grant to CRT, some of which will be used to fund 
future work on the Pryces to Crickheath section. 
 

The overriding impression left by this year’s efforts is the enthusiasm of, and 
amount of work completed by, the volunteers.  The upshot is that all of the 
programmed items for this year have been completed.  Work continues 
throughout the winter on clearance work for the next (HLF funded) phase of 
the works which should give us a flying start for 2017!  

 

David Carter 

During the early part of 2017 the Canal & 
River Trust is applying to Keep Britain Tidy 
for Green Flag status for parts of the 
Shroppie.  Green Flags are awarded for 
public open spaces, usually municipal 
parks and gardens, which are maintained 
to a high standard of cleanliness and 
appearance and are well managed.  This is 
to say that it’s not a one-off award.  It has 
to be demonstrated that high standards are 
not only achieved, but also maintained.  
These coveted awards, a little like the Blue 
Flag status for beaches, show the area to 
be well looked after, well maintained and, 
of course, tidy. 
 

The length of canal under consideration for 
a Green Flag Award runs from the top of 

Green Flag Status for the Shroppie 

First work on the HLF Section 

Audlem Locks 
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the Audlem lock flight, 
through Audlem and 
Nantwich to 
Barbridge, then along 
the Middlewich 
Branch to Middlewich.  
Green Flag status for 
this length of the 
canal will bring 
positive benefits to 
the communities 
alongside, including 
those in Middlewich, 
Barbridge, Nantwich 
and Audlem.  It is 
hoped that these 
communities will 
embrace the project 
and take part in schemes to enhance the canal corridor and develop the 
amenity that the canal provides. 
 

Get involved!  Everyone, from families and children to pensioners and beyond, 
clubs, societies and groups are encouraged to join in with projects that are 
planned to improve our local canals.  If there is anything you think could or 
should be done, just get in touch with the Canal & River Trust team and they 
will see what they can do. 
 

The canal corridor could be eligible for the Green Flag community award 
scheme and the Green Flag heritage scheme.  The only other Green Flag 
spaces in the area are Sandbach Park and Queen’s Park in Crewe, so gaining 
the award for our canals would be a big achievement for the community. 
 

Underpinning all the 
Canal & River Trust’s 
activities are 5 core 
values (Open, Caring, 
Local, Involvement and 
Excellence).  The 
charity wants to 
engage with all the 
people who have a part 
to play in the local 
waterways to show that 
they care; they are 
open in their 
communications; to 
promote local ideas 
and support local 
communities; and that 
they offer genuine 

Boats at Audlem during the Audlem Festival 

The Shroppie Fly at Audlem 
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involvement in their 
work.  And, of course, 
underpinning all of this 
is that they strive for 
excellence in 
everything they do.  
Achievement of the 
Green Flag Award for 
the Shropshire Union 
canal between Audlem 
and Middlewich would 
be considered a major 
milestone in being able 
to demonstrate, 
through rigorous 
external validation, the 
progress the Trust has 
made in living up to 
those values. 
 

There are plenty of opportunities for volunteering and getting involved.  
Volunteer lock keepers at Audlem and on the Middlewich Branch help to 
enhance the experience of boaters using the canals.  Others volunteer to 
help maintain the canal environment in groups such as SUMBA (the 
Shropshire Union Middlewich Branch Adopters) and the Clean Teams of 
Audlem, Acton, Nantwich and Middlewich or the Small Tasks Team 
Volunteers who help maintain the waterway structures and facilities.  There 
are plenty of opportunities for organised volunteering in these groups and 
others as well as in one-off work parties directly organised by the Canal & 
River Trust. 
 

The length of canal 
includes park facilities 
with free parking, 
opportunities for 
angling, boat trips, 
walking and cycling, 
historic buildings, 
nature reserves and 
nature walks, picnic 
areas, river views, 
wildlife and wildflower 
areas and woodlands.  
There are also several 
waterside pubs and 
cafés including The 
Bridge Inn and the 
Shroppie Fly in 
Audlem, the Barbridge 

Hack Green Locks 

Boating on the Middlewich Branch 
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Picture courtesy Canal & 

River Trust 

Chirk Aqueduct has been having a clean-up by specialist contractors.  
Instead of conventional methods, workers in harnesses were lowered down 
from the 70 feet high parapet.  The maintenance work was to remove 
unwanted vegetation which had taken root in crevices of the Grade II listed 
aqueduct.  Using trowels and other hand tools, they dug out ivy, moss, 
weeds and even young saplings which, if left unchecked, could damage 
masonry on the impressive 200 years old structure. 

 

The work is part of a wider 
Canal & River Trust project 
to protect heritage 
structures along the 
Llangollen and 
Montgomery canals this 
winter, including the 
magnificent Pontcysyllte 
aqueduct.  Steve Hinton, 
Contracts Supervisor at 
Canal & River Trust, 
explained, "This is a rare 
opportunity to see people 
abseiling over this 
breathtaking structure to 
remove overgrown 
vegetation which has built 
up over several years." 

 

The aqueduct was 
surveyed while Chirk 
Tunnel was undergoing 
restoration work in late 
2015. 

Clean up for Chirk Aqueduct 

Inn and the cafés at Overwater Marina, Nantwich Marina and Church 
Minshull Aqueduct Marina. 
 

With Green Flag status these features of the canal corridor can be enhanced, 
appreciated and better used to help the whole community.  In the modern, 
fast-paced world everyone can appreciate the rural, waterside, tranquil 
canalscape providing an opportunity to relax, slow down and absorb all that 
our outdoor surroundings have to offer. 

 

Chris Owen-Roberts 
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The Shropshire Union Fly-boat Restoration Society (SUFBRS) reports a 
successful year in the 2016 operation of the educational and campaigning 
programme of its unique historical fly-boat Saturn. 
 

In addition to welcoming the public aboard, particularly families, at main 
events on north west waterways, notable specific education events were 
organised at Trefor (147 children from schools in Llangollen and Wrexham 
areas), Middlewich (144 children from schools in the town and area), Lymm 
(228 children from this and surrounding village schools) and Grappenhall (58 
children from the local primary school). 
 

For 2017 Saturn is already booked to attend the National Waterways 
Museum’s Easter Gathering at Ellesmere Port (14-17 April), where SUFBRS 
also traditionally holds its AGM, and the Middlewich Folk & Boat Festival (16-
18 June).  Lymm Historic Transport Day (25 June), with Aqueduct Marina’s 
Open day (23 July).  Audlem Festival of Transport (30 July), followed by the 
Whitchurch Boat Rally (2-3 September). 
 

Dates for other events and school educational visits are at the planning stage 
- at such regular venues as the Anderton Boat Lift - and we would welcome 
enquiries from event organisers and schools about venues that may fit in with 
our outline programme. 
 

A Successful Year for Saturn 

Saturn in the AP Boatbuilding dry dock (photo courtesy Waterways Images) 
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One of the major events considered for 2017 has been a Fly-Run from 
Whitchurch to Manchester.  Preliminary planning has revealed great interest 
from community and business sectors and we have decided to aim to stage 
the run during May 2018.  This will allow sufficient time to explore and plan a 
far more enhanced event that affords many positive outcomes for Saturn and 
our supporters, with opportunities for the promotion of education, community 
engagement and waterways heritage, and offering funding possibilities from 
public, voluntary and private sectors.  
 

Saturn has now been operating for 12 years and we have a planned long-
term programme for her maintenance in exemplary condition.  She is 
currently at Alvecote where Adrian Polglase of AP Boatbuilding is 
undertaking this winter’s work at a cost of £9,500. 
 

Funding is raised by the society’s activities and generous donations from 
individuals, organisations and the boat industry.  If you wish to donate, 
volunteer, join SUFBRS, or suggest an event we might attend, please contact 
us via our website: www.saturnflyboat.org.uk  It will also update you on our 
2017 programme of events. 
 

SUFBRS chair, Sue Cawson, said, “We have had a successful year in 2016 
and the society would like to thank all members, friends and organisations – 
particularly the Canal & River Trust – who have worked so hard to make it so.  
We are looking forward to an even better 2017 and would appreciate help 
from anyone who can support our work with Saturn.” 

Canal History Website 

A website has been set up 
recently to provide links to 
various historical references 
about boatpeople and their way 
of life.  Although covering the 
whole country, the section on 
the North West has a number of 
items relating to the Shroppie. 
 

The author of the site, Angela 
Moorefield, has boating 
ancestors which prompted her 
interest in this area of history.  
She will be glad to hear from 
anyone who has information 
they would like to see added to 
the site. 
 

The website, www.spellweaver-
online.co.uk, makes interesting 
reading and is well worth a look. Picture courtesy Spellweaver website 

http://www.saturnflyboat.org.uk/
http://www.saturnflyboat.org.uk/
http://www.spellweaver-online.co.uk
http://www.spellweaver-online.co.uk
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A further excerpt from the Shropshire Magazine.  E A Wilson, writing in 1952, 
gives us an insight into the Ellesmere Yard in its working days.  The yard is of 
course still in use, but in a much more limited role.  Our thanks to the 
Shropshire Magazine for permission to reproduce the article. 
 

The Report of the Ellesmere Canal Proprietors for 1805 states: "the 
Committee have judged it necessary to erect a Canal Office at Ellesmere, 
being the most central point in the Navigation.  This will contain a Committee 
Room, an Office for Accounts, and another for Plans, etc., also apartments 
connected therewith for the resident Accountant Agent, and the resident 
Engineer." 
 

A glance at a map of the Canal shows clearly that Ellesmere was the natural 
focal point of the system.  The "Office" was built as a house of ample size 
and dignity, sited at the junction of three branches of the canal.  It 
commanded a view in all three directions from three windows of a Committee 

Ellesmere Yard in Earlier Times 
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Room which formed the ground floor of a projecting wing of circular shape.  
"Beech House”, the present name, has been a private residence for longer 
than any local people can remember.  Today [1952], it is converted into flats. 
 

Adjacent to Beech House is the Canal Depot, as old as the canal it serves.  
These works are much alive and employ some twenty men in servicing an 
even larger area of canals than before nationalisation.  Here I saw lock gates 
weighing several tons being made from English oak and strengthened with 
iron. 
 

There is a dry dock for repair of barges and other vessels.  It contained a 
weed-cutting boat during one of my visits.  Dominating the scene is the 
massive structure for the overhead travelling crane.  The uprights consist of 
tall square-sectioned baulks of timber supporting equally large beams fixed 
horizontally.  One such structure runs down each side of the yard until it 
overhangs the water of the canal, producing the effect of a colonnaded 
avenue. 
 

Until recently, power was obtained from an old Cornish engine of great age.  
It is now preserved in a museum.  The engine used today is rather unusual, 
being adapted from a locomotive, the cylinder and piston being mounted 
vertically.  It came from Crewe. 
 

Many a barge was built or repaired at the Canal Depot in bygone days, but 
there is now little demand for such work, and only occasionally does one see 
a boat of any kind tied up.  More likely than not, it will be one of those ugly 
hulks built of riveted iron plates and used for maintenance and repair of canal 
banks.  One hardly knows whether to laugh or cry on finding the name 
"Venus" on the bow of such a blatantly utilitarian construction. 
 

I had high hopes of being able to examine old documents, accounts, maps 
and other material at Beech House which would throw light on the history of 
the Ellesmere Canal, but they have long since disappeared.  At the Canal 
Depot I was loaned a copy of the 1805 Report, by MT. Hughes, the Canal 
Inspector for the North Western Division of the Docks and Inland Waterways 
Executive, and I am most grateful for his help.  Inquiries about further 
documents to Divisional Headquarters brought the reply that they would be 
grateful if I discovered them! 
 

Leaving the Canal Depot and following the short branch which finishes at 
Ellesmere Wharf one passes under a footbridge, known locally as the "White 
Bridge”.  This is really a "roving bridge" built to allow horses to cross over at a 
junction to the branch line towpath.  Just beyond this bridge there was a two 
storey building containing a boat-dock.  I have not yet had a satisfactory 
explanation of the original use of this building, but one story was that it was 
used as a small boat-building site.  In later years it was the property of the 
Bridgewater Estate and housed the estate barge.  A boat club in Ellesmere 
used it as their boathouse and Mr. Wainwright told me that members used to 
row to Frankton and Weston, or past the Meres to Whixall Moss.  Later Mr. 
Caseley took over the running of the club. 
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Recently the club ceased operations, and on Whitsunday, 1951, I saw 
workmen stripping the tiles off the roof.  Rushing home for my camera I 
photographed this building just in time!  To-day the dock is almost completely 
filled with bricks from the demolished building. 
 

Passing on, the canal soon widens out to form the terminal basin at 
Ellesmere Wharf.  An ancient crane stands at its head, and although no 
longer in use, is still in good preservation with all its gears intact.  Standing by 
it, and looking back towards Beech House, we can see a large warehouse on 
our left, with the following information on its end wall: 

SHROPSHIRE UNION 
RAILWAYS AND CANAL COMPANY 

GENERAL CARRIERS 
TO CHESTER, LIVERPOOL 

NORTH AND SOUTH STAFFORDSHIRE 
AND NORTH WALES 

 

In 1846 the Shropshire Union Railways and Canal Company was formed by 
the amalgamation of the Ellesmere and Chester Canal, Birmingham and 
Liverpool Junction Canal, Shrewsbury Canal, and Montgomeryshire Canal.  
The warehouse, however, is probably much older than this. 
 

Beyond the warehouse is an open area formerly a coal wharf.  Then there is 
a smaller warehouse with a smaller crane in front of it.  On our right Clay's 
Ironworks or "The Bridgewater Foundry" used to stand.  This not only made 

Ellesmere Wharf 
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ironwork for the canal but served a larger area and even exported its 
manufactures.  Today the site is occupied by a modern, clean-looking depot 
of United Dairies.  The fleet of lorries is housed in an extensive modern 
garage built to the left of the old warehouse, but some lorries stand by the 
Canal Wharf as well. 
 
An activity of the United Dairies factory is cheese-making.  Cheeses used to 
be made at farms all over Shropshire and Cheshire, and up to the First World 
War there was an annual Cheese Fair at Ellesmere when there would be 
vehicles stretching from the Church to the Market Place, their owners waiting 
for their cheeses to be assessed and bought.  Many cheeses were 
dispatched by canal to Liverpool and other towns en-route, and this 
commodity often received priority treatment and was despatched by "fly 
boats”. 
 

These were barges of lighter build which travelled fast, having the right of 
way at bridges and locks, sometimes sounding a horn to give notice of their 
approach.  They worked continuously, having a double crew, two men to 
work by day and two by night, only stopping at locks or when changing 
horses. 
 

Near the Wharf stands the Public Weighing Machine, no longer used.  Also 
near, stood that indispensable adjunct, the Canal Tavern.  In part this now 
serves as a dwelling house, but an adjoining part became the local fire 
station in the days of the old manual fire engines.  There were stables at the 
Tavern, but there was far from enough stabling accommodation around the 
Wharf and many horses had to be taken to other taverns in the town. 
 

Many people in Ellesmere remember when the Wharf basin was crowded 
with barges awaiting their turn to unload, but I have been unable to find a 
single photograph of that colourful scene.  Thus we must each form our own 
picture of this busy centre of the Ellesmere Canal system in the past. 

The Canal & River Trust (C&RT) have produced a detailed document 
covering the restoration of the Montgomery Canal as they see it.  As well as 
detailed descriptions of the challenges presented, it also gives some 
indication of timescales and costs. 
 

It is well worth a look if you have not 
already seen it, and indicates the 
commitment that C&RT have in the 
restoration. 
 

The document can be found at:  

https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/search?
q=montgomery-canal-restoration   
 Scroll down to PDF (~7th item) 

Montgomery Canal Strategy 

https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/search?q=montgomery-canal-restoration
https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/search?q=montgomery-canal-restoration
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Canal Art Exhibition at Audlem 

The 10th annual Canal Art Exhibition 
at Audlem Mill is being held from 2 - 29 
April.  The exhibition is being staged in 
conjunction with the Guild of Waterway 
Artists and will feature at least 140 
watercolours, oil and acrylic paintings, 
linocut prints and photographs from 
around 15 - 20 artists from all over the 
country.  Included will be many of the 
well known names, Eric Gaskell, Dusty 
Miller, Sarah Pressland, Jan Vallance, 
Ian Kemp, Michael Salt, Pete Tuffrey, 
Penny Taylor-Beardow and Christine 
Rigden, as well as Audlem’s own watercolourist and textile artist Sheila M 
Webster. 
 

Audlem Mill is on Audlem Wharf alongside the Shropshire Union Canal in 
south Cheshire, near bridge 78 and just off the A525/A529. 
 

Later in the year, Audlem Mill hosts the annual Gathering of Historic Boats on 
29/30 July. 

The exhibition in 2016 Photo: Peter Silvester 

http://www.canal-boatbuilders-services.co.uk/intro.html
http://www.audlemmill.co.uk/
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Llangollen Canal £100K Makeover 

Grindley Brook 
Locks during an 
Open Day in 
January 2014 

During December, locks at Marbury, Quoisley and the three lock staircase at 
Grindley Brook received a make-over to keep them operational and in good 
working order for the thousands of boaters who enjoy cruising the popular 
Llangollen Canal each year. 
 

At Marbury, one of the old composite metal gates has been replaced with a 
new oak lock gate manufactured in the Trust’s own specialist heritage 
workshop in Bradley, near Wolverhampton.  At Quoisley, a failed wall below 
the lock chamber is being restored, reinforcing the canal channel for 
generations to come. 
 

And at the landmark three lock staircase at Grindley Brook, each lock 
chamber is being improved with repairs to the gates, posts and chamber 
walls, including a new gate at the bottom. 
 

Wynn Evans, Llangollen Canal supervisor with the Canal & River Trust, 
explained, “The soil in this part of Shropshire is largely peat and at Quoisley 
the wall below the lock chamber needed serious reinforcement.  Given that 
the canal is two hundred years old, Thomas Telford and William Jessop’s 
masterpiece of engineering has survived remarkably well.  Lock gates only 
have a working lifespan of two to three decades, so they do need to be 
replaced at fairly regular intervals.  At Marbury the gate had come to the end 
of its natural life but at Grindley Brook bottom lock, one of the gates had been 
buckled through misuse.  Work at this lock is costing over £33,000 so it was 
an expensive mistake to make.” 
 

New lock gates are hand-crafted using traditional methods in the Trust’s 
specialist workshops.  A single lock gate can take up to 20 days to make and 
in order for it to be watertight, it needs to be built very precisely, fitting tightly 
to the masonry of the lock walls and any other gate. 

 

 Page 25 Cuttings Spring 2017 

Audlem Wharf, Shropshire Street, Audlem, Crewe CW3 0DX 01270 812379  
 For menus, events and much more visit:    www.shroppiefly.com 

The Shroppie Fly has undergone a large refurbishment recently and the 
outcome is truly fantastic.  We have created a pub that is full of character 
with a warm welcome to all. 
Check our website for details of special offers and live music events.  
Whether you want a drink by the canal or a place to eat the Shroppie Fly is 
a great place to stop.  Ample parking and nearby visitor moorings make it 
an ideal destination whether you come by boat or car.  Check our website, 
search ’shroppie’ on Facebook or give us a call to see what is going on. 

 

http://www.overwatermarina.co.uk/
http://www.shroppiefly.com
http://www.shroppiefly.com
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Cheshire Cat Narrowboat Holidays 
 
Hire one of our comfortable, 2 - 8 berth narrowboats 
to explore the beautiful canals of Cheshire, 
Shropshire and North Wales.  Take the trip of a 
lifetime over the world-famous Pontcysyllte Aqueduct, 
visit historic Chester, the Anderton Boat Lift or cruise 
around the Four Counties or Cheshire Rings. 
Based at Overwater Marina, just north of Audlem. 
 

Full tuition given, pets welcome at no extra charge. 
 

www.cheshirecatnarrowboats.co.uk 
Call 07867 790195 for more details. 
 

Cheshire Cat Training 
Narrowboat Handling courses to suit all abilities.  Half
-day basic boat handling, RYA Inland Waterways 
Helmsman and Inland Waterways Crew certificates, 
two day Life Afloat courses. 
 

Phone 07867 790195 for details of our next course. 
 
www.cheshirecattraining.co.uk 

M & L Canal Services 
 

 Boat Safety Scheme Examinations and remedial work 

 Breakdown and Call-out service 

 Engine Servicing and repairs 

 Plumbing and Electrical work 

 LPG gas installations, testing and repairs  

 Gas Safe registered 
 
Call Mark on 07970 384047 
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Stamps Coins & Post Cards 

Pat Wilson 

Special thanks this time to: 

Thank you to those of you who have sent stamps, postcards, etc since the 
last issue of Cuttings.  Some members have notified me that the quantitiy 
they get is not worth paying the postage on to send to me so will not be 
sending any more.  I fully understand but hope some will still be arriving by 
other means. 
 

The funds raised for the Society since the beginning of April 2016 now stands 
at £451.00. 

Anon x 1 
J Bannister 
B Bates 
J Bowhay 
P Bradley 
D Brown 
L Firth 
M Francis 
J & M Friend 

D Jones 
A Lindop 
C Magner 
V & E Moses 
H & D Newall 
B & M Peters 
J & J Riley 
E & G Russell 
K Thompson 

J & F Woolcock 
Highfields Seeds Ltd 

 

http://www.cheshirecatnarrowboats.co.uk
http://www.cheshirecattraining.co.uk
http://www.swanleybridgemarina.com/
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0871 200 8021 
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A Fifty Foot Narrowboat 

Steering a fifty foot narrowboat 
Squinting into the sun, 
The whole of the cut lies before us 
Our journey has hardly begun. 
 

Steering a fifty foot narrowboat 
The wind on your cheeks has a sting. 
The fields either side are frost ridden, 
And this is the start of the spring. 
 

Moored up with a fifty foot 
narrowboat, 
Cloth round the prop by the yard 
Cold water up to your biceps, 
Who says that boating is hard. 
 

Riding a fifty foot narrowboat’ 
Watching my partner steer, 
With warm sun and a beer at my 
elbow 
Springtime is finally here. 
 

Locking a fifty foot narrowboat 
Hot work with your back to the sun. 
We’ll be looking for shadows by 
noonday 
Now summer has really begun. 
 

Alongside a fifty foot narrowboat 
A barbie some ale and some friends 
To pick up on canal talk and gossip, 
Rocked to sleep when a good 
evening ends. 
 

 

Steering a fifty foot narrowboat 
‘neath a sky that is showing cold blue. 
And the trees are turning to autumn, 
Ablaze with a beautiful hue 
 

Berthing a fifty foot narrowboat, 
With a crackle of ice on the cut. 
Winter has crept up and caught us, 
But canals are never quite shut. 
 

Out for a cruise in the winter 
With snow covered fields either way. 
We keep warm with hot soup and 
coffee. 
And snug down at the end of the day. 
 

We love our fifty foot narrowboat 
There is work to be done it’s quite 
true. 
But how else can you go where you 
want to 
And steer and find time for the view. 

 

Brian Capps 

http://www.canalcontracting.co.uk/
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Money Matters 

Over the past 2 or 3 years, I have penned a short summary of the financial 
year to date with a forecast to the end of the year.  I have to say that I have 
struggled to find something different each year since, like many similar 
organizations, our activities tend to follow a pattern.  I do recognise that the 
annual report and accounts are very structured and that this presents similar 
information in a much less formal way and I hope it helps those of you who 
are interested in our financial machinations.  A full report will, of course, be 
published on our website in August and an abridged version in Cuttings in 
September.  Should you want a paper copy of the full report, a request and a 
C5 stamped addressed envelope will do the job.  For any questions you 
might have, an email or telephone call will get a holding answer if not a full 
one! 
 

The general economic background remains optimistic but low interest rates 
seem set to stay!  Society membership continues to fall slightly and, I 
believe, reflects a small but negative shift in the general public’s perception 
of our waterways together with a greater recognition of the Canal & River 
Trust’s role.  
 

The general pattern of income and 
expenditure has followed a similar 
shape to that of the last 2 years and I 
expect the Society to show a surplus 
of income over expenditure at the end 
of the financial year.  The running 
costs of the Society have remained 
steady with no significant variation; our 
expenditure centres around the 
restoration of the Monty and again has 
followed a similar pattern to previous 
years.  So what is different this year? 
 

In August 2016, the Society received a very generous legacy from a long 
standing member.  This bolt out of the blue amounted to more than £40,000 
and carried with it a restriction that it must be used to further the restoration 
of the Montgomery Canal.  In October at our AGM, John Dodwell kicked off 
the Schoolhouse Bridge Fund and, following this, the Society’s Council voted 
to allocate £12,000 of the legacy to that fund in order to attract a further 
£12,000 of matched funding from an anonymous donor.  This has been 
achieved so your Society has been responsible for bringing around £55,000 
of new money to bear on the restoration task - no mean achievement in the 
midst of Brexit! 
 

 Well done and thank you to all who have made any sort of contribution this 
year. 
 

Ian Hendley 

Montgomery Canal at Four Crosses 
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RICHARD POTTER LTD 
 

Supplier of Quality Hardwoods, Softwoods and Sheet Materials to 

many Narrowboat Owners 

 

We always have large stocks of veneered and marine plywood 

together with extensive stocks of other sheets, hardwoods, etc. 

We offer a full cutting to size and machining service. 

Local delivery service. 

 

Millstone Lane, Nantwich, Cheshire CW5 5PN 

Telephone 01270 625791 Fax 01270 610483 

 

Monday - Friday 8:00 am to 5:00 pm 

Saturday 8:30 am to 4:30 pm 

Sunday (stock and shop sales only) 10:00 am to 1:00 pm  

 

Website address www.fortimber.demon.co.uk 

E-mail richardpotter@fortimber.demon.co.uk 

We all extend a warm welcome to: 
 

Mr J Pritchard of Hereford Mr and Mrs Palmer of Telford 
Mr and Mrs Burgess of Crickheath 
 

The Society depends on a steady influx of 
new members so if you know of anybody who 
would like to join, please point them at our 
website which contains a downloadable 
membership application.  Alternatively, 
contact me and I will send you a small pack of 
membership applications and publicity 
leaflets. 
 

You can contact me about these or any other 
membership matter at: 
 28, Millfield Drive, Market Drayton TF9 1HS, 
telephone 01630 656525 or by email to 
sucsmemsec@btinternet.com.   
 

Ian Hendley 

Membership News 

http://www.shropshireunion.org.uk/
http://www.fortimber.demon.co.uk
mailto:richardpotter@fortimber.demon.co.uk
mailto:sucsmemsec@btinternet.com
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Outline plans for a hotel, restaurant, caravan plots, holiday cabins, marina 
and 250 new homes off Canal Way in Ellesmere have been given the green 
light by planning officers. 

 

It is estimated the new homes will bring 750 residents to the town, while 
caravans and cabins, plus the 80-bed hotel, would accommodate nearly 500 
people when fully occupied.  Council officials have welcomed the plans by 
Burbury Investments Ltd, saying the development would be a huge boost for 
the area.  Councillor Ann Hartley, chairman of the town’s chamber of trade 
and Shropshire councillor for Ellesmere, said it was great news to receive just 
before Christmas. 

 

Whether the Llangollen Canal can support another marina remains to be 
seen.  The proposed marina development at Wrenbury (see Cuttings   
Autumn 2015) has still not been started. 
 

The plans (see map below) can be seen in full on the Shropshire planning 
website:  http://new.shropshire.gov.uk/planning  (follow link) 

New Ellesmere Marina Approved 

We included a piece in the last issue of Cuttings about an appeal for help 
with a Fly Run in May. 
 

This has now been postponed until 2018; more information in the Saturn 
report on page 16. 

Saturn Fly Run Postponed 

Plan of the approved development  Map: Shropshire County Council 

http://www.aqueductmarina.co.uk/
http://www.shropshireunion.org.uk/Docs/The_Society/Cuttings/Cuttings.259_2015_Autumn.pdf
http://www.shropshireunion.org.uk/Docs/The_Society/Cuttings/Cuttings.259_2015_Autumn.pdf
https://pa.shropshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=NBHRT2TDMOL00
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SUMBA Scores a Century 

The Shropshire Union Middlewich Branch Adopters (SUMBA) celebrated their 
100th volunteer canal work party on Saturday 19 November with a special 
cake at Aqueduct Marina, Church Minshull, Cheshire followed by vegetation 
clearance nearby. 
 

The group was formed in April 2014 and has adopted five and a half miles of 
the Shropshire Union Canal Middlewich Branch from Barbridge Junction to 
Church Minshull – the longest adopted stretch of canal in England.  Most 
adoption groups look after a mile or less. 
 

In just over two and half years, their numbers have grown to more than 50 
volunteers, with around 25 men and women regularly turning out to help with 
each organised activity.  Work has included towpath and canalside 
maintenance, vegetation control, painting and repairing locks, helping 
boaters, litter picks, adding waterside picnic tables, benches and barbeques, 
and planting fruit trees and shrubs.  A major hedge-laying project near 
Venetian Marina was runner-up in the Trust’s prestigious national Living 
Waterways Awards 2016. 
 

SUMBA organiser Graham Russell said, “Our volunteers have donated a total 
of more than 4,900 hours to improving the canal.  The response to our initial 

Front row from left: Robert Parton (Aqueduct Marina), Graham Russell (SUMBA 
organiser), Wendy Capelle (Canal & River Trust local waterway manager), Michael 

Haig (Inland Waterways Association), Sue Russell (SUMBA) Photo: C&RT 
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Following a positive start-up meeting with the Heritage Lottery Fund in 
November the plans are now progressing to deliver the project.  An additional 
£5k was gratefully received from the Friends of the Montgomery Canal 
towards the ‘gap’ of £200k which the enterprise team are actively fundraising 
for.  The post of Restoration Volunteering Leader has been advertised and 
will support the significant volunteering activity the project will include.  
 

Sylvia Edwards is now working full time on the project and has resumed work 
with the Shropshire Wild team at Graham Palmer Lock.  A further 10 sessions 
of hedge-laying are planned in advance of the start of the bird nesting 
season.  We have met with the Community Rehabilitation Company 
(probation service) to undertake towpath enhancements between Burgedin 
and Arddleen.  Work is likely to start in February and will carry on at a rate of 
two days a week for the duration of the project.  
 

Other projects planned for 2017 include: 

 New boat storage and dry dock refurbishment at Ellesmere Port Museum. 

 Enhancement of the towpath linked to the new housing in Nantwich. 

 Construction of a new ‘eco’ service block at Llangollen 

 New play equipment at the Marsh Lane Play area in Nantwich 
 

In addition, the Enterprise Team plan to work on the following projects to 
develop them for future funding opportunities:  refurbishing Vyrnwy Aqueduct, 
resurfacing Llanymynech Car Park, a viability appraisal for the restoration of 
Bunbury Lock Stables & Warehouse and a number of projects at the National 
Waterways Museum in Ellesmere Port. 

Enterprise Team News 

call was amazing and the existing group far exceeds our original 
expectations.  Now to be celebrating our 100th work party is a great 
achievement and a source of pride for all our volunteers who have worked so 
hard with us over the last two and half years.” 
 

Wendy Capelle, local waterway manager with the Canal & River Trust, 
thanked the group for their tremendous contribution and added, “The SUMBA 
group adoption is a fantastic example of how volunteers play a vital role in 
improving the canal environment.  Hundreds of walkers, boaters, anglers, 
cyclists and joggers have 
benefitted from their hard work 
and now have an improved 
experience along the Middlewich 
Branch thanks to the SUMBA 
volunteers.” 

Volunteers returning from the 
successful Clean for the Queen work 

party in March 2016 

http://www.sumbavolunteers.org/
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Give as you Live is a website 
that channels money from 
your online shopping to your 
charity of choice.  The site is 
free to register and they only 
hold an email address and 
password for you – no 
personal or financial 
information is requested. 
 

By signing up, either via 
shropshireunion.org.uk/
fundraising/shop-for-us or   
giveasyoulive.com you can 
complete your registration.  
When you shop online (they 
state 4,000 online stores are 
included) you log into your 
Give as You Live account 
and then link from there to 
the online store of your 
choice and place your orders 
in the normal way.  A 
declared percentage of your 
spend is then passed on to 
SUCS.  John Bannister wrote 
an article in Cuttings Summer 
2015 which you might like to 
refer to. 

Give as you Live 

Keep the Date... 

A new appeal is to be launched in 
April for the restoration of the 
Montgomery Canal.  The launch 
event will be held on Wednesday 26 
April at 4.00 pm in the Navigation Inn 
at Maesbury.  More details available 
on the Shropshire Union Canal 
Society website: 
www.shropshireunion.org.uk 

The section currently under restoration 
before the works began 

http://www.nantwichmarina.co.uk/
shropshireunion.org.uk/fundraising/shop-for-us
shropshireunion.org.uk/fundraising/shop-for-us
https://www.giveasyoulive.com/
http://www.shropshireunion.org.uk/Docs/The_Society/Cuttings/Cuttings.258_2015_Summer.pdf
http://www.shropshireunion.org.uk/Docs/The_Society/Cuttings/Cuttings.258_2015_Summer.pdf
http://www.shropshireunion.org.uk/
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Fancy Running a Floating Café? 

We attended Christmas Fairs in Llangollen, Market Drayton and Chirk raising 
£135 for the Society.  Terry O’Brien helped us at Market Drayton and it was 
nice to be introduced to several members who attended the event.  We are 
planning 2017 events, the first of which will be to take the stall to Pontcysyllte 
on 26

th
 March and then our first lock wind of the year from 25

th
 to 29

th
 May at 

Fundraising News 

The Canal & River Trust are on the lookout for a floating café operator, to be 
based in the Llangollen Canal’s Trevor Basin, to offer a quality choice to the 
300,000 people who visit the site each year.  At present there are limited 
formal catering facilities on the site and this therefore represents an 
outstanding opportunity to provide an additional high quality service to the 
increasing number of visitors.  The Trust is looking for a business that can be 
open all year round, benefitting from external seating in the busy summer 
months and offering a cosy warming indoor environment during winter.  The 
business will operate from the existing open dry dock adjacent to the Visitor 
Centre.  Mike Grimes, head of boating at the Trust, said, “This is a great 
opportunity to set up a thriving floating café in an absolutely jaw-dropping 
location.  Boaters, cyclists and walkers from across the country and beyond 
make the journey to marvel at Thomas Telford’s spectacular Pontcysyllte 
Aqueduct.” 
 

Initially the Trust will be seeking expressions of interest.  Interested parties 
may be required to enter into a formal tender process thereafter.  More 
information, including a copy of the marketing particulars, can be found here: 
https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/business-and-trade/boating-business/tendered-
opportunities 
Any queries should be directed to richard.beardsley@canalrivertrust.org.uk  
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The Small Tasks Team (STTV) 

Cholmondeston Lock.  We still need offers of help – even half a day is 
welcome – please e-mail nbrosie2002@gmail.com. 
 

We have sent off a number of ink toners and cartridges to our recyclers – we 
are still collecting but would remind members that the recyclers will only 
accept original manufacturers items.  Phones are more of a problem as we 
have to get them ‘unlocked’ from the service providers before they will be 
accepted for recycling.  There is quite a high charge for this but if you are 
donating a phone your provider will unlock it for free if done on your behalf 
before it comes to us. 
 

SUCS is part of a Steering Group comprising IWA, Friends of the 
Montgomery Canal and Montgomery Waterways Restoration Trust to 
fundraise for the dry section of the Montgomery Canal restoration between 
Crickheath and Llanymynech.  Now that funding is in place from the HLF 
grant to enable us to reach Crickheath, the various Societies are looking 
further ahead.  Whilst money we raise at lock winds and other events will be 
held by SUCS, you will see publicity regarding the new ‘Restore The 
Montgomery Canal’ fundraising project, including the Two Miles of Two 
Pound Coins’ (worth £250,000) Appeal.  Any money given to that appeal will 
be used for the onward restoration of the Montgomery Canal. 

On 9th December, a large group of volunteers and Duncan Davenport from 
CRT, met at The Olde Barbridge Inn for a most pleasant end of year lunch.  
Thanks again to John & Jan Riley for their wonderful organisation. 
 

Three for the price of one! 

26th January was the date 
of our first work party of 
the year.  We were based 
at three different sites, 
where work was to be 
completed from previous 
months.  It was a bitterly 
cold day with temperatures 
not due to rise above 0°C.  
At Barbridge the wind was 
blowing making it feel even 
colder.  As the tasks were 
painting it was only 
possible to complete a 
short stretch of metal 
fencing with etching primer.  The Hammerite and fence painting will have to 
wait for a warmer day.  At Calveley Ray, Pauline & Geoff were joined by 
some of the Barbridge team building a gate for the compound built last year. 
There was a short delay in the material arriving, but once these arrived there 

Work in progress at Calveley 

https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/business-and-trade/boating-business/tendered-opportunities
https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/business-and-trade/boating-business/tendered-opportunities
mailto:richard.beardsley@canalrivertrust.org.uk
mailto:nbrosie2002@gmail.com
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was no stopping them! 
 

The rest of the team were busy at 
Chester. A new gate was fitted at 
the vehicle entrance and the 
broken fence was repaired. 
 

The compound erected by the 
team in November above 
Northgate Locks was painted. 

 

A new board was made and 
erected for a restored sign. 
 

In February we will be returning to 
these sites to complete the work. 

 

John Bannister 

STTV 

The Telford Support Group, part of the Shrewsbury and Newport Canals 
Trust, has been awarded £95,000 from funding jointly provided by the 
European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development (EAFRD) and by DEFRA, 
through the Rural Payments Agency, towards the Thomas Telford @ 
Wappenshall Wharf project.  The grant is part of the Rural Development 
Programme for England 2014 - 2020 Growth Programme scheme covering 
“Support for investments for public use in recreational infrastructure, tourist 
information and small scale tourism infrastructure”. 
 

This award is specifically to fund most of the items interpreting the canal 
wharf and the Thomas Telford heritage.  It effectively reduces the amount 
that the Trust needs to raise to complete the project. 
 

In early 2014 the Shrewsbury & Newport Canals Trust launched an appeal to 
find match funding of £500,000 towards the cost of restoring the warehouses 
and basin at Wappenshall Wharf, North Telford, Shropshire.  The total 

The new gate in 

place in Chester 

Postal Bids Please 
Working at Calveley compound 

Progress for Wappenshall Wharf 
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Postal Bids Please 

A member has very generously donated a Limited Edition framed print 
(70/150) of a painting ‘The Director’s Dock Inspection’ by Edgar Hodges.  
The print is offered for sale by sealed postal bid and proceeds are for the 
restoration of Schoolhouse Bridge on the Montgomery Canal.  A photograph 
is shown below.  The painting depicts a typical scene in No 9 dock in Salford 
Docks, an important part of the Port of Manchester.  It shows ‘The Danny’, 
originally built in 1903 as a steam-powered tug-tender for the Shropshire 
Union Canal and Railway Company.  Following withdrawal from service in 
1984 it fell into disrepair whilst in the Boat Museum as no money was 
available for restoration.  A Heritage Lottery Fund Grant following a campaign 
by preservationists has returned it to working order.  More information on the 
history of the vessel and the restoration work that has been carried out can 
be found in Cuttings Autumn 2014 and Summer 2015, with very interesting 
reports online on ‘thedanny.co.uk’ 
 

Bids for the print should be 
sent to Gill Robertson, Tan-Y-
Graig, Sunbank, Llangollen, 
LL20 8EG.  Please mark the 
back of your envelope ‘The 
Danny’.  Bids should be 
received by 31st May 2017 
and will remain sealed until 
Sunday 4th June when they 
will be opened by our 
Chairman Rich Hamp.  We will 
notify the successful bidder 
and make arrangements 
regarding receiving payment 
and delivering the print (UK 
only). 

anticipated project cost was £1.5 million and the potential Heritage Lottery 
Fund (HLF) grant comprises £1 million of this. 
 

The SNCT’s public appeal has so far resulted in pledges, donations and 
small grants totalling 
over £200,000.  This EU 
grant brings the total 
raised so far to nearly 
£300,000.  The HLF 
has, very unusually and 
generously, allowed a 
further extension to 
February 2017. 

Wappenshall Wharf 

http://cms.snct.co.uk/
http://cms.snct.co.uk/
http://www.thedanny.co.uk/
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It is with a tinge of sadness that I have to announce my retirement as a BSS 
Examiner. 
 

Amazingly, I have been active 
in this role for over 20 years, 
including undertaking the 
responsibilities of Chairman 
on a number of Boat Safety-
related Committees.  My own 
records show that I have 
examined a total of 4,409 
craft over the period. 
 

I shall miss the buzz and, in 
particular, the friendly chats 
with my customers!  
 

Brian 
 

01928 732444 

Brian Hayes Bows Out 

Collection Boxes 

The collecting box income has crept up over the winter to £1,260 as the 
collectors do their rounds.  This is remarkably similar to last year at this time!  
Let's hope that the good walking weather we've been enjoying will produce a 
spring bonus. 

 

Sarah Thursfield 

Boating at Hurleston 

Moorings at Bunbury 
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Chas Hardern Boats Ltd Chas Hardern Boats Ltd est 1972 

 

Family run 2 - 6 berth warm and comfortable narrowboats for hire.  All year 

cruising.  Short breaks generally available.  Dog friendly.  Excellent tuition.  

 

Services on site: diesel, gas, pump-out, gift shop. 

 

Also: Gas Safe engineer, 24hr breakdown service.  40 years experience with 

all engine and internal boat repairs. 

 

Members of IWA, BMF, APCO, FSB  Hireboat  handover external audit  

 

T: 01829 732595 E-mail: Chasboats@aol.com Web: www.chashardern.co.uk 

  

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Chas-Hardern-Boats/239576126090656?ref=ts&fref=ts
mailto:chasboats@aol.com
http://www.chashardern.co.uk
http://www.canalbookshop.co.uk/
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Chester Canal Heritage Trust Winter Talks 
Wednesday 1st March 2017 
Graham Dodd (Author and trustee of Nantwich Museum): The canal at 
Nantwich 
Talks start at 8.00 pm in the clubhouse at Chester Boughton Hall Cricket Club, 
Boughton Hall Avenue, Chester, CH3 5EL Free to members (which includes 
members of SUCS); non-members £2.50 

 

2 - 29 April 2017 Audlem Canal Art Exhibition, Audlem Mill (see page 23) 
26 April 2017 Launch of the Restore the Montgomery Canal Appeal, 

Navigation Inn, Maesbury 4.00 pm on (see page 37). 
6 May 2017 Montgomery Canal Triathlon 2017 (see page 6) 
20 May 2017 Halfway House Male Voice Choir, Llanymynech (see 

page 22) 
23 July 2017 Church Minshull Aqueduct Marina Open Day 
29/30 July 2017 Audlem Historic Boat Gathering, Audlem Wharf 
May 2018 Saturn Whitchurch to Manchester Fly Run (see pages 

16 and 33) 
 

Dates for your Diary 
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Copy Deadlines 

There are four issues of Cuttings per year, published in June, September, 
December and March.  The copy deadline is 1st of the previous month, i.e.   
1 May, 1 August, 1 November and 1 February.  COPY WILL NOT BE 
ACCEPTED AFTER THESE DATES. 

Cuttings Editors David and Chris Owen-Roberts 01270 567492 
 35 Woodnoth Drive, Shavington, Cheshire CW2 5BW 
 E-mail: sucuttings@btinternet.com 
 

The views expressed in Cuttings are not necessarily those of the Shropshire 
Union Canal Society. 

Contacting Cuttings 

Articles for Cuttings 

We are always pleased to receive contributions for Cuttings.  Text, photos 
etc. can be sent by post or by e-mail.  If you are ‘no good at the words’ 
simply send us the basis of your idea with all the relevant details and we will 
gladly put an article together for you. 

 

BOAT SAFETY CERTIFICATES 
 

competitive rates 
 

10% discount for SUCS members! 

ALL BORDER COUNTIES WATERWAYS COVERED 

NEAL DODD MABSE 
 
 

01686 630250 (evenings) 

BSS Authorised Examiner 
 

 

 
wharfhouse@yahoo.co.uk 

http://www.hackgreen.co.uk/
mailto:sucuttings@btinternet.com
mailto:wharfhouse@yahoo.co.uk
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For more information contact: 

3/4/5 March 2017 
31st March/1/2nd April 2017 
28/29/30April - probably also 1st May 2017 
2/3/4 June2017 
30 June, 1/2 July 2017 
4/5/6 August 2017 
1/2/3 September 2017 
6/7/8 October 2017 
3/4/5 November 2017 

 

 

Advertising in Cuttings 

The advertising rates are: 

 

Half page:  £75.00 for one year (four issues) 
Full page:  £125.00 for one year (four issues) 

 

There is a 10% discount for Commercial Members.  Adverts can start in any 
issue and will be invoiced annually.  
 

To find out more please contact Advertising Manager, Roger Beswick on 
01244 332553 or e-mail haslemere@chester50.plus.com. 

Discounts from our Advertisers 
The following advertiser offers a discount to members:  Boat Safety Examiner 
Neal Dodd. 

Please Support our Advertisers 

Mention that you saw their advert in Cuttings. 

Work Party Dates for 2017 

David Carter 01244 661440, 
E-mail: dcartersucs@hotmail.co.uk 
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Application for Membership or Membership Renewal of 

the Shropshire Union Canal Society 

I hereby apply for election as a member of the above Society and agree to 
abide by the rules of the Society.  I enclose my remittance for ………………..* 
being my subscription for the year ended 30 June 201… 
 
 
Signed  …………………………………………………..   Date  ………………….. 
PLEASE PRINT IN BLOCK CAPITALS 
 
 
Name  ………………………………………………… (Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms/Dr/Rev) 
 
 
Address  ……………………………………………………………………………… 
 
 
……………………………………………………………...Post Code  …………… 
 
 
Telephone  ……………………………  E-mail  …………………………………… 
Single, Joint, Family: £10  Juniors under 18: £5  Life Membership £200 
If you are applying for Junior Membership please state your age here ………. 
 

Membership Number (for renewals)  ……………………………………………… 
If you are a United Kingdom tax payer please sign the Gift Aid declaration 
below to enable the Society to reclaim the tax paid on your donations 
(including subscriptions). 
 

Name of Society: The Shropshire Union Canal Society 
I want the charity to treat all donations I have made over the last four years 
and all donations I make hereafter as Gift Aid donations. 
 
Signature  ……………………………………………………..  Date …………….. 
 If it is more convenient for you and helps the Society if you pay by Standing 
Order or direct transfer.  Please ask for the appropriate form or set it up with 
your bank using National Westminster Bank Sort Code 55-50-05, account 
number 01630962 and give your membership number or post code as the 
identifying reference.  If you pay automatically PLEASE LET THE 
MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY KNOW.  Please send completed forms to: Ian 
Hendley, Membership Secretary, 28 Millfield Drive, Market Drayton, TF9 
1HS. Telephone: 01630 656525  E-mail: sucsmemsec@btinternet.com 

 

Tick here if you have paid by Standing Order or Direct Transfer 
 
Tick here if you are happy to receive Cuttings by e-mail  

 

mailto:haslemere@chester50.plus.com
mailto:dcartersucs@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:sucsmemsec@btinternet.com
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http://www.everythingcanalboats.com/

