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Chairman’s Report 

With summer nearly with us, canal related events are in full swing.  April saw 
the official opening of the Fundraising group’s work to increase interest in the 
Montgomery Canal with an event at the Navigation Inn in Maesbury (see page 
33).  This allowed for the morning ‘session’ to be delegated to official bodies 
and the well attended afternoon session for interested locals.  It was good to 
see such a positive number of people attend with some very interesting 
questions!  The Society was represented by your Chairman, the Restoration 
Project Manager and ably and abetted by our publicity guru.  

 

The CRT North Wales and Borders Spring User forum was held in April.   
Amongst the numerous points raised was the update on the Green Flag 
Award which was being judged in May.  May also saw the annual Triathlon, 
which has acquired a deserved reputation for encouraging people from all 
over the British Isles to attend and, since it is run over the whole length of the 
canal, gives a great opportunity for the competitors to see all that the 
Montgomery Canal has to offer. 

 

May 20th saw the Society’s first new fundraising idea involving a recital in 
Llanymynech Village Hall by the Halfway House Male Voice Choir.  We hope 
that this will become an annual event to help the restoration finances. 
 

July sees the Waterway Recovery Group continue their work on the removal 
of the Pant railway embankment and they would be more than happy to see 
any Society members who have the time to aid and abet them in their work.  
On 22nd July the annual Welshpool Canal and Food Festival will, hopefully, 
be repeating its success of previous years, providing a great day out on a 
section of the canal which needs supporting to maintain the work that has 
been done by local volunteers. 
 

With dredging in Market Drayton, a new adoption group in Gnosall and 
continuing work by the Towpath Taskforce in Chester, the main line is not 
being neglected.  In August the Shropshire Union will host a number of major 
fishing contests (see page 8).  
The National competitions are 
considered to be some of the 
most important matches of the 
angling calendar and reflect 
yet another use of the canals 
as a healthy outdoors activity. 
 

I trust that whatever your 
interest in the canals, you can 
find something to enjoy in the 
next few months. 
 

Rich Hamp SUCS Chairman 

Current restoration works in progress 
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Editorial 

Lots of good news for the Montgomery Canal this issue!  A number of 
sources for funding the restoration have come to fruition, although there is 
still more to be raised, not least in order to gain match funding. 
 

We have included articles from a number of sources, some of which cover 
more or less the same ground.  However each has its own merits so we hope 
you do not mind a little repetition. 
 

We have mentioned Burgeddin Locks in a short article.  We hope you won’t 
take us to task for the spelling!  It seems that Burgedin and Burgeddin are 
both widely used, sometimes both in the same article!  If anyone can point us 
towards the definitive spelling we would be pleased to hear from you.  The 
Ordnance Survey use one ‘d’, Powys County Council uses two (or sometimes 
one)… 
 

We have just returned from a couple of weeks out on the canals and had 
mostly glorious weather (early May).  This week however seems to offer 
nothing but rain.  We hope that all of you planning to be out on the canals this 
summer benefit from good weather, especially those noble volunteers who 
are prepared to brave any weather, either at restoration work parties or at 
fundraising events like the annual Lockwinds at Cholmondeston Lock.  If you 
can help please contact Gill or Clive Robertson in advance. 
 

David and Chris Owen-Roberts 
Editors of Cuttings 

Congratulations to Paul Mills on being 
declared the Volunteer of the Year 2016 
by Towpath Talk.  Janet Richardson, 
editor of Towpath Talk, announced the 
winner at a small celebratory gathering 
at Alvechurch Marina on Wednesday 3rd 
May.  Paul received a certificate, trophy, 
£100 cheque for STTV and a 
Narrowboat holiday presented by the 
sponsors ABC Hire Boats Ltd. 
 

Paul was joined by a number of friends; 
Brian Holmes a personal friend and 
volunteer of 26 years; Wendy Capelle, Manager of North Wales & Borders 
region and a friend of 20 years; John and Jan Riley also personal friends and 
representatives of STTV.  Paul’s wife Irene and eldest son David 
accompanied him to the event.  Also present were Beryl and Harry Arnold 
along with Peter Baxter and Mike Slade, two of the other finalists. 

Volunteer of the Year 2016 

Paul Mills (seated) and friends 
(Photo: Towpath Talk) 

mailto:nbrosie2002@gmail.com
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St Mary’s church in Acton, near Nantwich is the location for Tea at the Tower 
every Sunday afternoon from 2.30 pm - 4.30 pm.  A warm welcome awaits 
you at the church which is easily accessed via a footpath from the towpath at 
Acton Bridge 93 just north of Nantwich.  Everyone is welcome to come along, 
enjoy the refreshments, provided free with assistance from Morrison’s 
supermarket, but of course any donations will be gratefully accepted. 

Tea at the Tower 
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If you have travelled towards Nantwich from Hurleston, or walked the towpath 
north of the town you may well have heard bellringers in action.  The peals 
come from St Mary’s Church in Acton, a short walk from the canal.  The 
church is currently offering “Tea at the Tower” (see left). 
 

The church is very interesting historically, and dates back to about 1288.  The 
tower is the oldest part of the church, now 84 feet high.  It was earlier higher 
at 100 feet before part of it fell down during a ferocious storm in March 1757 
when 34 feet of masonry fell through the roof, damaging pews and a gallery 
along the west wall.  The door to the gallery remains, visible in the west wall. 
 

A leaflet is available giving a brief history of the church and highlighting some 
of the details.  At “Tea at the Tower” there will often be a member of the 
church happy to show you round.  Notice also the pair of alms houses behind 
the main building, last occupied around 1960.  A grave in the north east 
corner of the churchyard will also be of interest to cricket fans as it is the last 
resting place of Albert Neilson Hornby, captain of the England cricket team 
that lost the first ‘Ashes’ test against Australia at the Oval in 1882.  Hornby 
was an all round sportsman who also played rugby for England. 
 

The church is about 400 yards from the canal via the footbridge, bridge 93.  
The “Shroppie ledge” is rather unhelpful northwest of the bridge, but good 
moorings are available a short way towards the town. 

St Mary’s Acton 

St Mary’s, Acton viewed from the footpath to Swanley 

http://www.stmarysacton.com/tea-at-the-tower
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In August The Shropshire Union will host a number of major fishing contests.  
These include the Angling Trust Individual National Championship and the 
Angling Trust Division One National Championship, the latter being a team 
event. 
 

The Division One National Championship, on the 19th, will be contested by 
up to 60 teams of ten anglers and the length of canal to be pegged stretches 
from Shebdon (Bridge 42, by the Anchor pub) to Coole Pilate (Bridge 84, by 
the visitor mooring).  There will be some gaps in the pegging, between bridge 
56 and bridge 64, (Tyrley to Market Drayton town), between bridge 69 and 71 
(Adderley area) and between bridge 72 and bridge 80 (Audlem).  The 
Individual match will cover a smaller length, bridge 50 to 56 and bridge 64 to 
66. 
 

The Division One match covers a very significant length of canal and boaters 
will be expected to travel slowly through the pegged sections.  The Shroppie 
here is part of the Four Counties ring and is very popular with hire boaters.  
Quite why a match of this size has been planned for one of the busiest times 
of the year on such a popular route is not entirely clear.  We have asked the 
Angling Trust for confirmation that Visitor Moorings and areas adjacent to 
lock landings will not be pegged but have not received a reply and boaters 
should be aware that their favourite moorings may not be available during the 
contests. 

 

The National competitions are considered to be some of the most important 
matches of the angling calendar.  Other major matches planned for the 
Shropshire Union Canal include heats for the Pairs Championship on  
Saturday 5 August and Sunday 13 August 2017 between Bretton and 
Audlem. 
 

Further information can be found on the Angling Trust website, http://
www.anglingtrust.net.  

Major Angling Contests 

A fishing match at 

Nantwich. 
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Boats in Bloom AwardsBoats in Bloom Awards  

The first Boats in Bloom awards has been launched as part of National 
Gardening Week.  The awards are a way of saying thank you to the people 
who bring the waterways to life with plants and flowers. 

 

Certificates will be handed out in May and until the end of summer to anyone 
whose boat or waterside planting is putting a smile on the face of passers-by.  
People are encouraged to share photos of the boats and waterways on the 
Canal & River Trust online gallery. 

 

Matthew Symonds, boating strategy and engagement manager for the Canal 
& River Trust said, "Take a walk along any towpath and you’ll be likely to 
come across a boat or a garden that lifts your spirits with its beautiful blooms.  
With Boats in Bloom we’re saying thank you to all these gardeners who bring 
so much pleasure to other people.” 

 

There will also be special prize categories where people can nominate 
themselves or others.  The shortlist of these nominations will be published on 
the Canal & River Trust website where the public can vote on who should win 
the special categories. 

 

Matthew added, “We’d love to see how boaters and waterside gardeners are 
transforming the space around them.  If you have a favourite boat or towpath 
garden, or are especially proud of your own, please let us know.  We want 
Boats in Bloom to raise a smile, give people ideas and maybe inspire them to 
try a spot of gardening, or boating, themselves." 

 

Anyone wishing to nominate themselves or someone else should visit 
canalrivertrust.org.uk where they can also vote in the special prize categories 
later in the 
summer. 

Early morning 
view of a boat 
with flowers on 
the roof 

http://www.anglingtrust.net/page.asp?section=42&sectionTitle=Angling+Trust+National+Competitions+2009
http://www.anglingtrust.net/page.asp?section=42&sectionTitle=Angling+Trust+National+Competitions+2009
https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/news-and-views/features/boats-in-bloom
canalrivertrust.org.uk
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Fraud 

 

The fourth in a series of articles featuring a selection of crimes in the 
Shropshire Union area as recorded in press reports and canal company 
minutes from 1775 to 1920. 

 

There are tantalising hints of an allegation of fraud by the Shropshire Union’s 
Agent at Audlem in 1859.  The police were involved, so the accusation must 
have been serious; on the other hand the company accepted Jones’ offer of 
two months’ notice to quit his job. 

 

Two years later John Johnes, the canal company cashier at Chester, was 
charged on several counts of embezzlement and forgery with a total value of 
about £900 (about £75,000 in today’s money).  At the preliminary hearing 
evidence concerning only one example was given: Johnes had received 
£15.5s from M’Corquodale & Co for waste paper but had not paid the money 
in.  Unfortunately I have not been able to find further newspaper reports 
about this case.  The company minutes merely mention the problems in 
getting restitution from the fidelity guarantee insurer.  

 

In 1894 Cooper, the company’s Agent at Ellesmere, was dismissed after it 
had been shown that his accounts had been falsified to a total of £196, only 
£100 of which was covered by fidelity guarantee insurance.  He must have 
been held in high regard locally, as a petition from tradesmen and farmers 
urged that he be reinstated.  The committee refused to do so, but on the 
other hand, they also decided not to prosecute, which seems strange.  

 

In 1897 the Agent at Market Drayton was dismissed after having defrauded 
the company of £70.  This amount had been recovered.  The minutes do not 
mention whether he was prosecuted.  His successor should perhaps have 
noticed that he was given a counterfeit crown (5s coin); the committee 
decided that the amount should be written off. 

 

In 1900 it was the turn of J Moffat, Agent at Maesbury, to be dismissed for 
not being able to account for £19 he had received.  He had been employed 
by the company for 25 years, having started at age 10.  His friends paid the 
sum due. 

 

Loads were charged by weight and distance.  In 1861 Richard Hayward, a 
boatman, was charged with having conveyed a quantity of coal and coke 
further than he had declared to the clerk at Pontcysyllte.  He had said they 
were going to Ellesmere whereas much of it was going to Hampton Bank, 
five miles further on.  Although the payment was short by only 3s.6d, the 
magistrates imposed a fine of £8.  Hayward claimed that he had been 
instructed by Mr Gittins, the owner of the load, to make the short declaration 
— this sounds plausible, as it is difficult to see how Hayward would have 
benefitted personally.  But somehow I doubt that Gittings reimbursed him.  

 

Peter Brown 

Crime on the Shroppie - Part 4 

 

 Page 11 Cuttings Summer 2017 

We have published articles by E A Wilson which appeared in the Shropshire 
Magazine before.  They provide a fascinating insight into the history of the 
Shropshire Union system as researched by the author.  This is the first of five 
articles written in the early fifties, under the heading of “The Story of the 
Ellesmere Canal”.  Our thanks to the Shropshire Magazine for permission to 
reproduce this article. 

 

One of the charms of England is that one may often find a fascinating history 
hidden behind a comparatively commonplace present in a great many towns 
and villages.  The details of this history, however, may be far from easy to 
obtain. 
 

In Ellesmere, the Canal is taken for granted.  When I tried to collect 
information about its history, I gained little but boyhood reminiscences from 
"locals."  However, at the Canal Depot I was loaned a Report headed : 

Report to 
the General Assembly of the Ellesmere Canal Proprietors, 

held at the Royal Oak Inn, Ellesmere, 
on the 27th Day of November, 1805 

 

This meeting was held during the year of the Battle of Trafalgar.  The subject 
matter is set out under five headings.  Under the first heading it is pointed out 
that "the Ellesmere Canal, rather than being one general Canal, is a system 
of Canals, distributed over that extensive and fertile country, which lies 
between the banks of the Severn on the South, and those of the River 
Mersey upon the North; and between the skirts of North Wales on the West, 
and the borders of Staffordshire on the East; a space of fifty miles in length 
and more than twenty in breadth.  This Canal will unite the Rivers Severn, 
Dee and Mersey, and will open an inland navigation from the above 
mentioned districts to the Ports of Liverpool and Bristol. 
 

Although the commercial connections, established by means of this Canal, 
will be far from inconsiderable, yet it is from fuel and from manure for 
agricultural purposes, that its most important and permanent revenue must 
be looked for." 
 

This last paragraph needs explanation. When the first canals were built the 
Industrial Revolution was only just beginning, and the economy of England 
was essentially rural.  Most of our population worked on the land, there being 
few large towns.  In 1760 London had a population estimated at 700,000 and 
only Bristol, and possibly Manchester, had over 50,000 inhabitants. 
 

Such industries as coal mining, iron smelting and pottery manufacture were 
trying to expand, but they were greatly hampered by transport difficulties.  
The general state of the roads was still terrible. They were often bad too for 
wheeled traffic so that pack horses were largely employed to take pottery 
and other goods to the nearest seaport, and to bring 
back raw materials.  

Ellesmere Canal - Part 1 
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One can well imagine that breakages of pottery were numerous! 
 

The price of coal rose steeply with the distance from the mine, and the Duke 
of Bridgewater employed Brindley to construct a ten-mile canal between 
Worsley and Manchester.  Opened in 1761, it halved the price of coal in 
Manchester.  The ‘Bridgewater Canal’ began a great boom in canal building.  
The industrialists saw a solution of their transport difficulties. 
 

Nevertheless, the greater part of England was to remain rural for a long time 
to come, and many branches of the canal system, now derelict, finished up at 
some small country village.  This was the result of the country people 
needing lime (called "manure" in the Report) for their land and for building 
purposes, coal for their hearths and for "burning" limestone, slates for their 
houses and barns, and timber for building.  The return traffic consisted of the 
produce of the farms, particularly cheese, for the towns. 
 

In these days it is difficult to picture the enthusiasm over the proposed 
building of the Ellesmere Canal.  To quote from the Report: “the paroxysm of 
commercial ardour of the memorable tenth of September (1792), can never 
be forgotten by the writer, who had the honour to be left to defend the hill 
near the town (Ellesmere) which gives its name to the undertaking, from the 
excessive intrusion of too ardent speculation: the books were opened about 
noon, and ere sun set near a million of money was confided to the care of the 
Committee.  This wonderful act of public confidence was in a few days 
justified, by returning of all the money or value of shares not wanted for the 
works then projected, to those who had so liberally supplied it." 
 

Broadly speaking the Ellesmere Canal system formed a cross with Ellesmere 
near its centre.  The N.W. fork was planned to lead from the Mersey at 
Ellesmere Port (so called because it was the port at the seaward end of the 
Ellesmere Canal) across the Wirral Peninsula to Chester; then on to the coal 
mining districts around Wrexham and Ruabon; across the valleys of the Dee 
and Ceriog by aqueducts; and thus on to the junction at Welsh Frankton near 
Ellesmere. 

 

It was intended that the canal would then proceed by the S.E. fork to join the 
River Severn at Shrewsbury.  The S.W. fork was to be made to bring 
limestone from Llanymynech into the rest of the system and make connection 
with the Montgomeryshire Canal leading through Welshpool and Newtown 
into South Wales.  The N.E. fork was to pass through Ellesmere and 
Whitchurch to the neighbourhood of Nantwich.  Later the older Chester Canal 
was to connect it with Chester.  As so often happens the work did not go 
according to plan, although the proprietors were fortunate enough to acquire 
the engineering services of Thomas Telford.  He tackled the most difficult 
portion of the Canal almost at once; that concerned with the crossings of the 
rivers Dee and Ceriog.  It was ten years before this work was brought to a 
successful conclusion, by which time the rest of the canal as it stands today 
was also finished.  To quote: "this division of the Canal is composed of works 
more difficult of execution, than can perhaps anywhere be found within an 
equal distance upon Canal Navigation.  From Chirk Bank on the south side of 
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the River Ceriog to the north bank of the River Dee, is only four miles, but in 
this distance there are two very large Aqueducts, two Tunnels, nearly a mile 
of very deep cutting, and the remainder consists of benchings along very 
high steep banks." 
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The different "lines of Canal" were completed and adopted in the following 
order: 
First:  The Wirral Line, opening up communication from Liverpool and 
Manchester with Chester.  They hoped that this would encourage the 
Chester Canal proprietors to revive the Canal from Chester to Nantwich 
where it would connect up with a proposed branch of the Ellesmere Canal.  
This latter idea became an essential part of the whole system when surveys 
showed that it would be too difficult and costly to build the branch from 
Chester through Wrexham and Ruabon. 
Second:  From Chirk to Llanymynech and Weston.  The aim of this line was 
to open up a communication between the colleries of the Ruabon 
neighbourhood and the Limestone Quarries at Llanymynech, and from these: 
"into Montgomeryshire in one direction and into the county of Salop at 
Hordley and Weston, in the other".  Originally this latter portion was intended 
to continue on to Shrewsbury, but the lack of funds prevented its completion. 
Third: From Frankton (upon the last mentioned line) by Ellesmere and 
Hampton Bank to Tilstock Park.  The main purpose was to extend the 
consumption of coal and lime in the surrounding country. 
Fourth:  From Tilstock Park to Whitchurch, and the Chester Canal near 
Nantwich.  This would also supply coal and lime to the neighbourhood, 
connect up to the Wirral Line via the Chester Canal, and supply water to the 
Wirral Line which previously had to have water pumped into it from the 
tideway by means of a steam engine. 
Fifth:  The Chirk, Pontcysyllte and Llangollen Line.  There is always a 
difficulty in supplying the stretch of canal which runs at the highest level 
(known as the "summit level") with sufficient water.  The "water line" led from 
the Pontcysyllte Aqueduct as far as Llangollen where it connected up with the 
Dee at Llantysilio; the Dee itself came from Lake Bala where the Ellesmere 
Canal Proprietors had "works" controlling the amount of water let out from the 
lake into the Dee and hence into the whole of the Ellesmere Canal.  

 

Beside this important reason, coal from the Ruabon Collieries was brought to 
the Canal at Pontcysyllte by horse-drawn railway, limestone from Trevor, and 
slate from Trenant.  These reasons were considered important enough to 
justify the huge expenditure on aqueducts and tunnels which were among the 
first works started and the last to be completed. 

Montgomery Canal Forum 

The Montgomery Canal Forum will be held at 2.30 pm on Monday 3
rd

 July 
at Oswestry Golf Club, Queen's Head, Oswestry, SY11 4JJ.  It is a public 
meeting and open to all.  The meeting will be linked to a morning visit to the 
new nature reserve. 
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As part of the Welshpool Canal & Food Festival on Saturday 22 July there will 
be a coracle relay race, one of the community activities funded by the HLF 
restoration of the canal. 

Barbridge Water Point 

The water point at Barbridge has 
been removed temporarily.  This is 
due to problems with the supply 
pipe which will have to be replaced.  
This will entail having to go under 
the canal from the road main by 
means of directional boring.  C&RT 
are awaiting full confirmation of the 
specification and pricing.  
Meanwhile, water points are 
available at Calveley and Nantwich, 
the latter being busy at the best of 
times and this will place an 
additional burden on it. 

Site of the Barbridge water point 

Welshpool Coracle Race 
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Canal & River Trust are hoping to receive funding for three development 
projects currently in the pipeline.  One is an application to the Welsh 
Government Rural Community Development Fund for enhancement of the 
Montgomery Canal towpath between Maerdy and Arddleen, a distance of 
about a mile.  The project value is £152,000 with a requested contribution of 
£106,000.  The project will provide an improved route, new signage and 
opportunities for volunteers. 
 

A second application has been submitted to the Rural Development 
Community Fund, a Welsh Government run European funding programme, to 
undertake the development phase for a new information hub in Llangollen at 
Dee Mill.  Dee Mill is a former industrial building which sits at the bottom of 
the embankment in Llangollen.  It is not in the ownership of the Trust but is 
owned by Gower Homes who are a local developer and who are looking to 
develop the site over the next couple of years.  At present it is at an early 
stage and no planning application has been submitted.  The Llangollen 
Service Block is within C&RT’s ownership and sits on top of the embankment 
alongside the on-line moorings.  The Service Block comprises a 1970s later 
addition which currently houses the toilets, with an adjacent small building 
which formed part of the original Dee Mill.  This currently houses the stop 
planks and bin store.  The proposal is to see the later 1970s building 
demolished, retaining the original mill building, and a new extension to house 
a new service block, welcome point, volunteer base and facilities for the 
operational team.  The project aims to embrace low carbon technology 
including using a water-source heat pump using the canal water.  A similar 
system already successfully heats the marina buildings at Aqueduct Marina 
near Church Minshull. 
 

Development Projects 

Bunbury Lock 
stables 
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The ninth annual gathering of ex-working boats will be held in the bottom 
three pounds of the Audlem flight of locks on Saturday 29 and Sunday 30 
July.  Always a spectacular sight, this year should be no exception.  By 
Easter, 24 boats had booked in, and there are always a fair number who 
book in nearer the time, so there should be around 30-35 to look at.  The 
boats range in age from about 60 to 120 years; the oldest is likely to be 
Marquis, the former Fellows, Morton & Clayton steamer, which was built four 
years before the death of Queen Victoria.  Nearly as old is Saturn, the last 
remaining Shroppie fly-boat in working trim. 
 

Remember that a separate event on the Sunday afternoon, the Audlem 
Festival of Transport, will feature nearly 300 historic and classic motor 
vehicles on the village playing field.  Both events are free, and there is free 
parking on the field close to the A525 bridge across the canal by lock 12. 

Gathering of Historic Boats 

Boats at the Audlem Gathering in 2014 

A further request for funding is a second bid to be submitted under the Rural 
Development Community Fund programme to improve the pathways around 
Trefor Basin. 
 

In addition, C&RT  are working on a range of projects to develop them for 
future funding opportunities.  These include refurbishing Vyrnwy Aqueduct, 
resurfacing Llanymynech car park, towpath improvements at Queen’s Drive 
Nantwich, a viability appraisal for restoration of Bunbury Lock stables and 
warehouse plus a number of projects at the National Waterways Museum at 
Ellesmere Port. 

http://www.audlemmill.co.uk/historicboats.html
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An additional £150,000 has been secured 
from the European Regional Development 
Fund (ERDF) in partnership with 
Shropshire Wildlife Trust.  This valuable 
match funding will support the creation of 
the nature reserves at Aston.  Work is 
expected to start on site in June with an 
official launch event to be held shortly 
afterwards.  The community engagement 
activities are all planned for the next 12 
months and the first event has been held. 

Mike Carter is well known in the North West for his active support of 
waterways projects.  We were therefore sorry to hear the sad news from Paul 
Mills of the Small Task Team Volunteers:  
 

It is with sadness that I advise you of the death on 22nd February of our 
friend, colleague, and lead volunteer, Mike Carter who died in St Johns 
Hospice, Wirral, following his battle with cancer.  

 

Mike was a prolific supporter of our waterways and led numerous groups in 
the North West on Volunteer projects.  He supported our group as much as 
he could with his energy, wit, instruction and advice to others.  He will be 
missed. 

 

The last time he was with us 
was at our end of season lunch 
in December last when he had 
just collected his new car. 

 

His funeral took place at Anfield 
Crematorium Liverpool followed 
with a reception at Liverpool 
Football Club on March 8th 
2017. 

 

To his wife Chris and their 
family we send our condolences 
and good wishes, knowing that 
Mike’s suffering is over. 

 

Paul Mills, STTV 

Mike Carter 

Montgomery Canal Grant for Aston 

Mike Carter: picture by kind 

permission of his wife, Chris 
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Northgate locks (a three chambered staircase in Chester) are scheduled for 
maintenance next winter during the stoppage period.  C&RT are hoping to 
have an open day at the 
locks, allowing visitors the 
chance to go down into the 
locks and have a guided tour, 
highlighting the history and 
features of the staircase. 
 

This follows on from a number 
of successful open days at 
other locks around the system 
over the last few years.  
Check the C&RT website 
(canalrivertrust.org.uk/news-
and-views) nearer the time for 
more details. 

We reported in Winter 2016 Cuttings that money was being sought to help 
restore Schoolhouse Bridge, the last lowered bridge on the Shropshire 
section of the Montgomery Canal.  John Dodwell, chair of the Montgomery 
Canal Partnership, now tells us that he is very pleased to report that at the 
recent IWA/CRT Restoration Conference it was announced that £70,000 had 
been awarded towards the estimated £200k cost of rebuilding Schoolhouse 
Bridge.  This award has come from the Tony Harrison £200k legacy left to the 
IWA.  There will be some terms and conditions, with clarification yet to come. 

 

Coupled with the £37k already committed through the efforts of the Fund 
Raising Group and others, this means that over 50% of the money needed to 
rebuild the bridge has been raised.  As the balance is in effect underwritten 
by the anonymous donor over the years, it means we can proceed with our 
plans.  However, we still need to raise the balance of the money as the donor 
would like to see as much as possible of that money being used on other 
parts of the two-mile dry section between Crickheath and Llanymynech.  We 
still need to get planning permission but the present plans are for 
concentrated work on site in summer 2018. 

 

IWA chairman, Les Etheridge said, “Throughout Tony Harrison’s long 
association with IWA many restoration projects benefited from his advice and 
expertise and I am delighted his work can be continued through the £200,000 
bequeathed to the charity.  This legacy will help generate positive momentum 
on four important restoration projects across the country.”  More on page 29. 

Schoolhouse Bridge 

Northgate Locks 

Northgate staircase 
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Montgomery Canal:  £175,000 has been secured from Powys Council to 
deliver the next phase of towpath improvements on the Montgomery Canal 
between Four Crosses and Maerdy.  The work is due to start in March 2017. 
 

Chester to Ellesmere Port:  Following discussions with the regeneration 
team at Cheshire West & Chester Council, the authority has given early 
indications that they have an outline decision on securing funding from a 
recent bid to the Local Enterprise Partnership Growth Fund for improvements 
to the SUC towpath.  The authority is currently awaiting confirmation on the 
level of funds allocated to the project but it is hoped that the improvements to 
the towpath will extend from Chester as far as the A41 at Backford. 
 

Trefor Basin Pathways:  A second bid is to be submitted under the Rural 
Development Community Fund programme to improve the pathways around 
Trevor Basin which are now beginning to deteriorate.  The deadline for the 
Expression of Interest is the end of March 2017 with successful bids invited 
to full bid towards the end of this year. 

Towpath Improvements 

It is with much sadness that we report the death of Arthur Osborne, one of 
our Restoration Volunteers, who passed away on 27

th
 March 2017 after a 

long illness. 

 

With his endless good humour and enthusiastic work ethic, Arthur was an 
important part of the work achieved from Newhouse Lock through to the 
Redwith section.  He loved bonfires, always having the ‘starter kit’ of 
newspaper, sticks and matches in the boot of his car, just in case.  But 
Arthur’s main claim to fame was his 
prestigious reputation for digging holes – 
all done by spade and sweat, no machinery 
in sight.  He loved a physical challenge and 
wouldn’t rest until the job was done. 

 

On a Sunday afternoon he would often 
apologise for having to leave early, before 
the clearing up was done.  He liked to get 
home for Evensong at his local church and 
would say with a chuckle, ‘I must go and 
make peace with my Maker, in case I need 
Him in the future!’ 

 

Rest in Peace, Arthur.  It was a pleasure to 
work alongside you. 

 

Rich Hamp 

Arthur Peter Osborne 1937 - 2017 
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The Showcase day has been scheduled 
for 13th October, to be held in the 
Memorial Court in Northwich.  These have 
proved very popular in the past, giving 
people access to C&RT staff and 
organisations connected with the canals 
in the region. 
 

More details in the next issue. 

As part of the Canoe Access project on the Llangollen canal, Canal & River 
Trust (C&RT) have produced a new leaflet encouraging people to try 
canoeing along the eleven miles of the World Heritage site.  This follows 
improved access for canoes in Llangollen.  The leaflet outlines the features of 
the area as well as giving advice, e.g. for when crossing the aqueduct: 
“Unguarded drop stay close to towpath when crossing”!  Also included is a 
code of conduct for users of the waterway.  The leaflet is available in English 
and Welsh. 

 

The leaflet  is available from the Information Point at Trevor Basin or can be 
downloaded at https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/refresh/media/thumbnail/32123-
paddle-the-right-way-e.pdf 
 

Canoeing at Llangollen 

North Wales & Borders Showcase 

Photo: CRT 

https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/refresh/media/thumbnail/32123-paddle-the-right-way-e.pdf
https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/refresh/media/thumbnail/32123-paddle-the-right-way-e.pdf
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The start of last 
year’s Triathlon 

We had our first event at the Pontcysyllte Aqueduct on 26
th
 March, selling 

our preserves and raising just over £50 for funds.  We intend to attend there 
again in July.  Pat Wilson also attended an open day at Bunbury in April on 
behalf of the Society. 

 

Other events planned are the late May Bank Holiday and August Bank 
Holiday lock winds at Cholmondeston Lock on the Middlewich Branch.  
There will be a report on the first of these in the next issue of Cuttings and 
any offers of help for August will be welcome (nbrosie2002@gmail.com or 
07801 344646).  Subject to approval from CRT, which we applied for in 
February, we will have our stall at Grindley Brook on 11

th
 June.  We are 

also booked at Aqueduct Marina on 25
th
 July, Ellesmere Festival on 12

th
 

August, Whitchurch Festival  on 2
nd

 and 3
rd

 September and Overwater 
Marina on 9

th
 September so a busy summer ahead with a SUCS presence 

at some of the major events on the Shropshire Union system.  We will be 
pleased to hear of other venues if anyone knows of any, and also grateful 
for all offers of additional help please. 

 

The last batch of toner cartridges raised £35 and some of the smaller ink 
cartridges sent to a difference recycler raised £10, not huge sums, but it all 
adds up. 

Gill Robertson 

Fundraising in 2017 

By the time you 
receive this the 
Triathlon will have 
been completed, but 
just too late for our 
copy date.  Full 
details of the event 
will be in the Autumn 
issue. 

Montgomery Triathlon 
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Frankton Locks Enhancement 

The array of spring flowers in the planters this year were very well received 
by boaters and the local residents.  There was a Tweet from a boater who 
was so delighted by them that he quoted Wordsworth’s poem about daffodils  
on his Twitter page! 

 

Several members of the April work party spent one day painting the fence, 
raising up and straightening the planters and then painting them with 
Hammerite making the whole area much smarter.  We weeded the planters 
and started planting perennials where there was space to do so, this will 
continue as the daffodils die back.  The lock keeper has planted herbs in the 
planter beside the top lock and will be 
inviting passers bye to help themselves.  
He has also added plant pots of pansies 
and polyanthus beside the Frankton Lock 
1 sign and by the lock hut door, so SUCS 
efforts are inspiring others too. 
 

Offers of gardening help to: 
nbrosie2002@gmail.com or 07801344646 
 

Gill Robertson 

mailto:nbrosie2002@gmail.com
http://www.canal-boatbuilders-services.co.uk/intro.html
mailto:nbrosie2002@gmail.com
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Ellesmere Port Easter Gathering 

The annual Easter Boat Gathering was held at Ellesmere Port over the Easter 
weekend.  This was the 40th year the Gathering has been held and was well 
attended by narrowboats from around the system. 

 

In addition to the boats, a number of performances were held by various 
bands from the folk scene, and waterway history was explored in a 
presentation, “Idle women of the wartime waterways”, which included theatre, 
poetry and music. 

 

Graham Boxer, Head of Museums for the Canal & River Trust, reported, 
“We’ve had a fantastic weekend welcoming 38 narrowboats and barges to 
Ellesmere Port.  They travelled from across the country to join us and 
celebrate our wonderful waterways.  These gatherings are always special but 
this year was even more notable as it marked four decades of coming 
together at the museum.  We also welcomed over 2,000 visitors to the 
museum and many visited the boats – I’m told it’s never been busier! 

 

The Easter Boat Gatherings traditionally mark the start of the official boating 
season.  And if this weekend’s event was anything to go by the season 
promises to be one to remember!” 
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Cheshire Cat Narrowboat Holidays 
 
Hire one of our comfortable, 2 - 8 berth narrowboats 
to explore the beautiful canals of Cheshire, 
Shropshire and North Wales.  Take the trip of a 
lifetime over the world-famous Pontcysyllte Aqueduct, 
visit historic Chester, the Anderton Boat Lift or cruise 
around the Four Counties or Cheshire Rings. 
Based at Overwater Marina, just north of Audlem. 
 

Full tuition given, pets welcome at no extra charge. 
 

www.cheshirecatnarrowboats.co.uk 
Call 07867 790195 for more details. 
 

Cheshire Cat Training 
Narrowboat Handling courses to suit all abilities.  Half
-day basic boat handling, RYA Inland Waterways 
Helmsman and Inland Waterways Crew certificates, 
two day Life Afloat courses. 
 

Phone 07867 790195 for details of our next course. 
 
www.cheshirecattraining.co.uk 

M & L Canal Services 
 

 Boat Safety Scheme Examinations and remedial work 

 Breakdown and Call-out service 

 Engine Servicing and repairs 

 Plumbing and Electrical work 

 LPG gas installations, testing and repairs  

 Gas Safe registered 
 
Call Mark on 07970 384047 
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Stamps Coins & Post Cards 

Pat Wilson 

Special thanks this time to: 

Funds raised from stamps, post cards, coins (foreign and old UK), cigarette 
cards, etc reached a final total for the last financial year of £451.  We are off 
to a good start with sales totalling £120 so far this year.  One little request, if 
you and your friends trim stamps before sending them please make sure at 
least 1 cm (a bit over ¼ inch) is left surrounding the stamp and that the stamp 
isn’t cut.  Thank you. 

Anon x 2 
R Bliss 
P Bradley and friends 
D Brown 
C Butler 
E Buck 
P & E Coppock 
R & J Cox 
N Dodd 
S & M Foote 
M Handford 

V & L Harding 
I Hendley 
M Hollowood 
J & L Jackson 
J Johnstone 
D Jones 
A Lindop 
A & J Markwick 
C Magner 
P & I Mills 
P & J McKaigue 

D & C Owen-Roberts 
C & D Palin 
H & C Rushton 
M Scaler 
M Webber 
NB Bilbo Baggins 
Bunbury Chapel 
Chas Hardern Boats 
Cheshire WI 
Video Active 

http://www.cheshirecatnarrowboats.co.uk
http://www.cheshirecattraining.co.uk
http://www.swanleybridgemarina.com/
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0871 200 8021 
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Schoolhouse Bridge Appeal 

Restore the Montgomery Canal!  Schoolhouse Bridge Appeal.  

 

John Dodwell, Chair, Montgomery Canal Partnership, here gives details of 
the appeal to see Schoolhouse Bridge restored and funds raised for the 
ongoing restoration of the Montgomery Canal.  Steps to raise money for 
more Montgomery Canal restoration took a big step forward on 26 April when 
a Public Appeal was launched at The Navigation pub by the canal at 
Maesbury. 

 

The Appeal is to raise money generally for the restoration but has two key 
features: 

 

To raise £200,000, the estimated cost of rebuilding Schoolhouse Bridge, and  

 

To attract the public by asking them to put a £2 coin – at least! – into a 
bucket.  There are 2 miles of dry canal bed to restore and 2 miles of coins 
would raise about £250,000 (albeit it will cost more than that).  

 

The Appeal has already got off to an excellent start and £112,000 has been 
raised so far, helped enormously by £70,000 from the Tony Harrison 
£200,000 legacy fund administered by the Inland Waterways Association.  
Tony Harrison was a longstanding waterways supporter who was involved 
with the restoration of the Montgomery Canal.  Just before the Launch, 
£5,000 was received from a private trust. 

 

The Appeal was launched in the morning by the High Sheriff of Shropshire 
Charles Lillis – who arrived on board a steam launch.  Society publicity 
material was on display (thank you, Fred Barrett) together with new banners 
under the strapline “Restore the Montgomery Canal!”.  This was followed in 
the afternoon by a public “drop-in” session.  The following day, the Appeal 
was the main subject at the Annual Meeting of the Llanymynech and Pant 
Parish Council. 

 

The Appeal focuses on asking people to help the valiant volunteers who will 
be carrying out the restoration works.  Using volunteers can mean a 67% 
cost reduction on using paid contractors.  Schoolhouse Bridge is the last 
lowered bridge in Shropshire.  As the canal is in a shallow cutting at this 
point, there’s no need to build a humpy bridge.  Retired bridges engineer 
Roger Bravey has, as a volunteer, designed a new bridge involving the use 
of “flexi-crete” which will mean, from a canal perspective, the bridge will have 
an arch, not a straight crossing.  Subject to receiving planning permission 
and other matters including raising the money, it is planned to carry out the 
works in the summer of 2018, making maximum use of volunteers.  
Rebuilding bridges is not a new venture for a voluntary organisation; the Wey 
& Arun Canal Society has just done one in Surrey.  

 

Please, please, if you can, help the Appeal.  Now we have some momentum 
after the wonderful news of the £2.4m award from the 
Heritage Lottery Fund, we need to keep going.   

http://www.canalcontracting.co.uk/
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We do not want to sit 
back and wait for the 
section to Crickheath 
to be completed before 
marching on.  That’s 
why we want to tackle 
the rest of the dry 
section to 
Llanymynech – starting 
with Schoolhouse 
Bridge and the Pant 
rail causeway. 

 

Will you give £10?  
£20?  Or perhaps a 
monthly £5?  After a 
tax refund with Gift 
Aid, we can add 25% 
to your gift.  And because of a generous donor’s offer to double what we get, 
we can then double it.  So, for example, a donation of £20 becomes £25 with 
the tax refund and then becomes worth £50.  A monthly donation is more 
valuable to us.  Say £5 a month is £60 a year plus 25% tax refund is £75.  
Multiplied up this becomes £150.  (There’s a limit of £12,000 a year on how 
much the matching donor will pay a year (over the next 5 years) so if the 
sums raised from the general public exceed this sum, then the doubling up 
will not take effect.  But there’s still the 25% tax sum from Gift Aid.)  

 

The Appeal is being taken to many canal events and Gill and Clive 
Robertson are organising this.  If you’d like to help in this way, then please 
contact Gill and Clive at nbrosie2002@gmail.com.  It’s a pleasant way of 
meeting possible supporters and asking them to give a £2 coin – or more. 

 

We need to extend the appeal into the social media world – any volunteers to 
help with that – or members who’ve got technie grandchildren who could 
help?  And if you are making your Will (or wish to amend it), please think of 
leaving some money to the Society, earmarked for the Montgomery Canal 
restoration.  Donations can also be made by logging onto 
www.restorethemontgomerycanal.uk.  There is a banker’s order on the 
donations tab or money can be sent to the Restore the Montgomery Canal 
special bank account at a/c no 32001128 Code 40-35-32 (HSBC Oswestry).  
Cheques can be sent to Restore the Montgomery Canal!, Crowther Hall, 
Pool Quay, Welshpool SY21 9JU 

 

The Appeal is under the banner of “Restore the Montgomery Canal!”, set by 
the Society together with the Friends of the Montgomery Canal (the 
membership section of the Montgomery Waterways Restoration Trust and 
The Inland Waterways Association (Shrewsbury and North Wales Branch)).  

 

John Dodwell 
Chair, Montgomery Canal Partnership 

Schoolhouse Bridge 
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RICHARD POTTER LTD 
 

Supplier of Quality Hardwoods, Softwoods and Sheet Materials to 

many Narrowboat Owners 

 

We always have large stocks of veneered and marine plywood 

together with extensive stocks of other sheets, hardwoods, etc. 

We offer a full cutting to size and machining service. 

Local delivery service. 

 

Millstone Lane, Nantwich, Cheshire CW5 5PN 

Telephone 01270 625791 Fax 01270 610483 

 

Monday - Friday 8:00 am to 5:00 pm 

Saturday 8:30 am to 4:30 pm 

Sunday (stock and shop sales only) 10:00 am to 1:00 pm  

 

Website address www.fortimber.demon.co.uk 

E-mail richardpotter@fortimber.demon.co.uk 

Membership News 

We all extend a warm welcome to: 

The Society depends on a steady influx of new members so if you know of 
anybody who would like to join, please point them at our website which 
contains a down-loadable membership application.  Alternatively, contact me 
and I will send you a small pack of membership applications and publicity 
leaflets.  There is also a form at the back of this magazine. 
 

I hold an email address for probably 75% of members which is used to 
confirm membership renewal or to remind individuals that membership 
renewal is due; quite a number of members also choose to receive Cuttings 
electronically.  If you do use an email service but still correspond with the 
Society by post, please do let me have the details; the saving in postage of 
just 10 letters is significant! 
 

You can contact me about these or any other membership matter at 28, 
Millfield Drive, Market Drayton TF9 1HS, telephone 01630 656525 or by email 
to sucsmemsec@btinternet.com. Ian Hendley 

Mr J Bonada of Llansilin, Powys 
Mr & Mrs Hamilton-King of  
Market Drayton 

Mr & Mrs Hartley of Burton Latimer 
Mr & Mrs Ackerley of Tattenhall 

http://www.fortimber.demon.co.uk
mailto:richardpotter@fortimber.demon.co.uk
mailto:sucsmemsec@btinternet.com
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The Montgomery Appeal was launched on Wednesday 5 April 2017.  
Following recent grants from the Heritage Lottery Fund and the Inland 
Waterways Association, organisations promoting the restoration of the 
Montgomery Canal have come together to launch an appeal for the next 
stage of its restoration.  The appeal, titled Restore the Montgomery Canal!, is 
managed by a steering group on behalf of the Friends of the Montgomery 
Canal, Shropshire Union Canal Society, and Shrewsbury District & North 
Wales branch of the Inland Waterways Association. 

 

Anonymous Donor 
The Appeal was started on Wednesday 26th April 2017 by Mr Charles Lillis, 
High Sheriff of Shropshire, at The Navigation Inn, Maesbury Marsh, 
Oswestry, and benefitted from the generosity of an anonymous donor who 
will match every pound up to £60,000 raised by the appeal over five years.  
Michael Limbrey, Chairman, Montgomery Waterway Restoration Trust, 
explained, "The lottery grant means that volunteers of the Shropshire Union 
Canal Society can restore the canal to Crickheath, and that will open over a 
mile of new canal.  Then there will be just two miles of derelict canal to be 
restored through Pant to reach Llanymynech. 

 

"The canal in this section has been dry for over half a century.  Now we want 
to reline the canal bed so it can hold water again.  We will also remove the 
old rail embankment at Pant, and volunteers from the Waterway Recovery 
Group have already prepared it for removal.  Finally, we have to rebuild 
Schoolhouse Bridge, south of Crickheath, destroyed many years ago, and 
the recent grant from the Inland Waterways Association is a massive 
contribution to this work. 

 

"We want to see volunteers doing as much of the restoration as possible, 
because that keeps the cost down.  We know they can do so because there 
are already active and committed volunteers who come to work on the canal, 
some of them from many miles away. 

 

"The restoration now has more momentum than ever.  Our ambition is to get 
to Llanymynech in ten years, provided we can raise the money.  That is part 
of a larger plan to tackle the road crossings which obstruct the canal to 
Welshpool. 

 

"The restored canal will highlight a 200 years old story with locks, bridges 
and aqueducts from the days of the Industrial Revolution, and will too protect 
its special ecology.  Bringing the canal to life will unlock so many benefits for 
the area, both for local communities and for visitors, so creating jobs and 
business opportunities." 

 

Appeal 
After the formal launch of the appeal, there was an open meeting from 4.00 
pm to 7.00 pm when members of the public were invited to hear the plans for 
restoration, to ask questions and to give their ideas about the restoration. 

Launch of the Montgomery Appeal 

http://www.aqueductmarina.co.uk/
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Floating Market in Chester 

This June sees a number of 
trading boats moored up 
between road bridge 123D 
and the City Wall Park.  The 
event is on the weekend of 
24th and 25th of June, and 
boats will be open for 
business from 10.00 am to 
5.00 pm each day. 
 

A number of boats have 
booked in, selling a variety of 
things from beautiful black and white photos, cheese and chutneys, 
homebrew kits, ‘shabby chic’ woodware and woodcrafts to traditional canal 
ware. 
 

More information about the roving canal traders can be found on their website 
www.rcta.org.uk 

A Floating Market in 

action (picture: 

RCTA) 

 

The latest (2017) issue of the Society’s Visitor Moorings leaflet is now 
available as a PDF download from the Society’s website.  This lists all the 
visitor moorings originally put in place by the Society’s volunteers.  Note that 
there are also some C&RT moorings around, e.g. on Nantwich Embankment 
between the aqueduct and bridge 92.  The PDF can be downloaded from 
shropshireunion.org.uk/Docs/The_Society/SUCS_Visitor_Moorings_2017.pdf 

Visitor Mooring Leaflet 
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We are taking our Society gazebo to the Royal Welsh Show from 24th to 27th 
July 2017 at Builth Wells.  We shall be promoting the ‘Restore the 
Montgomery Canal!’ appeal and will have our restoration promotional photo 
stands on display together with the banners and A boards for the Appeal.  We 
will be actively collecting with our buckets  for the Two Miles of Two Pound 
Coins donations, and will have literature on the Appeal for people who want 
to give by other means.  Any help you can offer would be much appreciated, 
contact nbrosie2002@gmail.com or 07801 344646. 

 

If you are just visiting the show you will find us at the north end of the 
Countryside Care area, close to the main arena. 

Gill Robertson 

SUCS at the Royal Welsh Show 

Canal & River Trust (C&RT) has awarded a contract to Church Minshull 
Aqueduct Marina to repair and refurbish five (and possibly more) of its fleet of 
maintenance workboats.  It is hoped that this arrangement will continue as a 
rolling programme of annual work. 
 

C&RT require Aqueduct Marina to recognise and implement the industry best 
practice and require that works meet an exacting specification.  The Work 

Boat (Code of Practice) Regulations state 
that commercial craft cannot be over 
plated so where necessary the marina 
engineers are working with C&RT to find a 
solution which provides a consistent 
national standard for future work. 

Blaby (left) nearing completion and Wallaby 

awaiting her turn in the workshops 

Workboat Repairs 

http://www.rcta.org.uk/markets_festivals.html
http://www.shropshireunion.org.uk/Docs/The_Society/SUCS_Visitor_Moorings_2017.pdf
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A summer stoppage is planned to take place at Burgeddin Locks from 
Monday 3rd July until Friday 25th August.  This is to reline both lock gates.  
Burgeddin Locks are on the isolated Welshpool section of the Montgomery 
Canal so the stoppage won’t affect boats joining the canal from Frankton 
Junction. 

Burgeddin Locks 

Stoppage at Northgate Locks 

Northgate locks were subject to an emergency closure in early May.  This 
was first notified on 2nd May, when damage to the cill of the middle lock was 
reported.  An investigation was made, but had to wait for an inspection by 
conservation officers on the 9th May 
before any work could commence.  The 
inspection, in conjunction with the local 
planning officer, was completed and 
approval was granted for the emergency 
replacement of the middle lock cill.  The 
work was completed as planned and the 
navigation reopened at 10.00am on 
Sunday 14th May.  The planned winter 
stoppage is still scheduled to go ahead. 

The middle lock at Northgate staircase 

Burgeddin top lock (from Pete’s Montgomery Canal Photo-site) 

http://www.nantwichmarina.co.uk/
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The Small Tasks Team (STTV) 

STTV have been round and about the area over the last month.  If it needed 
cleaning, lubricating or painting it was done.  So if you are passing by Coole 
Pilate, Hack Green, Audlem or Nantwich you will see their work.  A number 
of picnic benches, 
seats, corner guards 
and BBQ stands 
along this section of 
the Shropshire Union 
have been treated 
and are now ready for 
action. 
 

ONE HUNDRED UP! 
 

STTV’s 100th Project 
was at Roundthorn 
Bridge, 26th – 28th 
April. 
 

Before we arrived it 
was a fairly bleak 
scene (top right). 
 

Over the three days 
about twenty 
volunteers got busy!  
They built a fence; a 
bridge, towpath, car 
park, sited two picnic 
benches and mooring 
rings were installed.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
It’s surprising what 
can be achieved in 
three days! 
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It wasn’t all hard work as the happy gang of volunteers & CRT staff enjoyed a 
cup of tea and a piece of our 100th Project Celebration cake! 
 

Please address all STTV correspondence to: Bulletin matters to: 
Paul Mills John Bannister 
0151-336-1049/07947-887909 johnbann@aol.com 
exelbee@sky.com   

STTV 

mailto:johnbann@aol.com
mailto:exelbee@sky.com
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Audlem Wharf, Shropshire Street, Audlem, Crewe CW3 0DX 01270 812379  
 For menus, events and much more visit:    www.shroppiefly.com 

The Shroppie Fly has undergone a large refurbishment recently and the 
outcome is truly fantastic.  We have created a pub that is full of character 
with a warm welcome to all. 
Check our website for details of special offers and live music events.  
Whether you want a drink by the canal or a place to eat the Shroppie Fly is 
a great place to stop.  Ample parking and nearby visitor moorings make it 
an ideal destination whether you come by boat or car.  Check our website, 
search ’shroppie’ on Facebook or give us a call to see what is going on. 
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Art and the Canals 

http://www.overwatermarina.co.uk/
http://www.shroppiefly.com
http://www.shroppiefly.com
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Sykes Hollow Developments 

 

 

3rd Year 

Construction 

students from 

Reaseheath 

College outside the 

manager’s hut (left) 

and starting the 

planning work 

(below) 

The Shropshire Union Canal Society created the Sykes Hollow leisure and 
amenity area at the former Cholmondeston clay pit in 2009.  SUMBA has 
regularly painted the tables and barbecues, cut back intrusive vegetation and 
tried to keep the area user friendly.  We have now received a grant from 
Cheshire East Council to repair the former manager's brick built office, install 
a disabled friendly jetty, table, and paths and erect an information board.  
 

The restoration of the hut will be carried out over a week in June by 3rd year 
construction students at Reaseheath College as part of their final exams.  
They have planned and costed the work and will take turns to act as project 
manager whilst the work is carried out.  They have already started on the 
construction of the window and door. 
 

Prior to this, in the middle of May, C&RT will be putting in drainage at the site, 
helped by the fishery management students at Reaseheath.  SUMBA has 
been pushing for the drainage work for some time, the area being something 
of a quagmire in winter, and hopefully there will be a welcome improvement. 
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Chas Hardern Boats Ltd Chas Hardern Boats Ltd est 1972 

 

Family run 2 - 6 berth warm and comfortable narrowboats for hire.  All year 

cruising.  Short breaks generally available.  Dog friendly.  Excellent tuition.  

 

Services on site: diesel, gas, pump-out, gift shop. 

 

Also: Gas Safe engineer, 24hr breakdown service.  40 years experience with 

all engine and internal boat repairs. 

 

Members of IWA, BMF, APCO, FSB  Hireboat  handover external audit  

 

T: 01829 732595 E-mail: Chasboats@aol.com Web: www.chashardern.co.uk 

  

http://www.sumbavolunteers.org/about-us-1.html
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Chas-Hardern-Boats/239576126090656?ref=ts&fref=ts
mailto:chasboats@aol.com
http://www.chashardern.co.uk
http://www.canalbookshop.co.uk/
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22 July 2017 Welshpool Canal and Food Festival 
23 July 2017 Church Minshull Aqueduct Marina Open Day 
27 July 2017 Nantwich Show, Dorfold Park, Nantwich 
29/30 July 2017 Audlem Historic Boat Gathering, Audlem Wharf 
August 2017 Major Angling contests along the Shroppie (see page 8) 
12/13 August 2017 Ellesmere Festival and Open Day 
25 - 28 Aug 2017 SUCS Lockwind, Cholmondeston Lock 
1 - 3 Sept 2017 Nantwich Food Festival 
13 October 2017 NW&B Annual Showcase, Northwich (see page 21) 
May 2018 Saturn Whitchurch to Manchester Fly Run 

Dates for your Diary 

Work party in progress (right). 

To get involved contact David Carter.  See 

page 46 for 2017 work party dates and 

contact details. 
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Copy Deadlines 

There are four issues of Cuttings per year, published in June, September, 
December and March.  The copy deadline is 1st of the previous month, i.e.   
1 May, 1 August, 1 November and 1 February.  COPY WILL NOT BE 
ACCEPTED AFTER THESE DATES. 

Cuttings Editors David and Chris Owen-Roberts 01270 567492 
 35 Woodnoth Drive, Shavington, Cheshire CW2 5BW 
 E-mail: sucuttings@btinternet.com 
 

The views expressed in Cuttings are not necessarily those of the Shropshire 
Union Canal Society. 

Contacting Cuttings 

Articles for Cuttings 

We are always pleased to receive contributions for Cuttings.  Text, photos 
etc. can be sent by post or by e-mail.  If you are ‘no good at the words’ 
simply send us the basis of your idea with all the relevant details and we will 
gladly put an article together for you. 

 

BOAT SAFETY CERTIFICATES 
 

competitive rates 
 

10% discount for SUCS members! 

ALL BORDER COUNTIES WATERWAYS COVERED 

NEAL DODD MABSE 
 
 

01686 630250 (evenings) 

BSS Authorised Examiner 
 

 

 
wharfhouse@yahoo.co.uk 

http://www.hackgreen.co.uk/
mailto:dcartersucs@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:sucuttings@btinternet.com
mailto:wharfhouse@yahoo.co.uk
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For more information contact: 

Advertising in Cuttings 

The advertising rates are: 

 

Half page:  £75.00 for one year (four issues) 
Full page:  £125.00 for one year (four issues) 

 

There is a 10% discount for Commercial Members.  Adverts can start in any 
issue and will be invoiced annually.  
 

To find out more please contact Advertising Manager, Roger Beswick on 
01244 332553 or e-mail haslemere@chester50.plus.com. 

Discounts from our Advertisers 
The following advertiser offers a discount to members:  Boat Safety Examiner 
Neal Dodd. 

Please Support our Advertisers 

Mention that you saw their advert in Cuttings. 

Work Party Dates for 2017 

Collection Boxes 

The collecting box income for the 2016 financial year came to £1,614, which 
is nearly £200 more than 2015.  Bizarrely a lot of that comes from a small 
number of boxes while the others gather as much dust as cash.  

 

We're always interested in new locations, as the continuing closure of pubs 
keeps reducing our exposure.  If you can think of a likely spot, do let me 
know. 

 

Telephone 01691 839286 or email milseam@btinternet.com if you would like 
to discuss it. 
 

Sarah Thursfield 

David Carter 01244 661440, 
E-mail: dcartersucs@hotmail.co.uk 

2/3/4 June2017 
30 June, 1/2 July 2017 
4/5/6 August 2017 

1/2/3 September 2017 
6/7/8 October 2017 
3/4/5 November 2017 
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Application for Membership or Membership Renewal of 

the Shropshire Union Canal Society 

I hereby apply for election as a member of the above Society and agree to 
abide by the rules of the Society.  I enclose my remittance for ………………..* 
being my subscription for the year ended 30 June 201… 
 
 
Signed  …………………………………………………..   Date  ………………….. 
PLEASE PRINT IN BLOCK CAPITALS 
 
 
Name  ………………………………………………… (Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms/Dr/Rev) 
 
 
Address  ……………………………………………………………………………… 
 
 
……………………………………………………………...Post Code  …………… 
 
 
Telephone  ……………………………  E-mail  …………………………………… 
Single, Joint, Family: £10  Juniors under 18: £5  Life Membership £200 
If you are applying for Junior Membership please state your age here ………. 
 

Membership Number (for renewals)  ……………………………………………… 
If you are a United Kingdom tax payer please sign the Gift Aid declaration 
below to enable the Society to reclaim the tax paid on your donations 
(including subscriptions). 
 

Name of Society: The Shropshire Union Canal Society 
I want the charity to treat all donations I have made over the last four years 
and all donations I make hereafter as Gift Aid donations. 
 
Signature  ……………………………………………………..  Date …………….. 
 If it is more convenient for you and helps the Society if you pay by Standing 
Order or direct transfer.  Please ask for the appropriate form or set it up with 
your bank using National Westminster Bank Sort Code 55-50-05, account 
number 01630962 and give your membership number or post code as the 
identifying reference.  If you pay automatically PLEASE LET THE 
MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY KNOW.  Please send completed forms to: Ian 
Hendley, Membership Secretary, 28 Millfield Drive, Market Drayton, TF9 
1HS. Telephone: 01630 656525  E-mail: sucsmemsec@btinternet.com 

 

Tick here if you have paid by Standing Order or Direct Transfer 
 
Tick here if you are happy to receive Cuttings by e-mail 

 

 

mailto:haslemere@chester50.plus.com
mailto:dcartersucs@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:sucsmemsec@btinternet.com
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http://www.everythingcanalboats.com/

