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Chairman’s Report 

This has been yet another very busy time of year for the Society.  Since the 
last edition of Cuttings the Society will have held two highly successful 
lockwinds at Cholmondeston in May and August with an increasing number of 
restoration volunteers helping the existing enthusiastic volunteers.  

 

July saw the Society represented at the site of the Aston Nature Reserve 
which is being enhanced and extended with money from the HLF bid.  Society 
members also supported the ‘Restore the Montgomery’ fundraising group on 
the stand at the Royal Welsh Show in July which gave the opportunity to 
display the work being done on the canal to a much larger and more diverse 
group of people – many of whom where not aware that the Montgomery 
Canal actually existed. 

 

 SUCS volunteers also had the chance to work alongside the Waterway 
Recovery Group when the ‘spoil’ from the Pant railway embankment was 
successfully removed, thereby removing another impediment to the canal’s 
restoration. 

 

August saw the celebration of the Green Flag Award, as well as 2 events in 
Ellesmere, one involving the town and one held at CRT’s Ellesmere Yard.  

 

September sees another busy month with the Whitchurch Boat Rally on the 
first weekend followed by the Overwater Marina Boating event on 9th - 10th.  
This year’s ‘Maesbury Fayre’ is being held on 15th - 17th September at Canal 
Central and is an important date in our canal calendar.  Your chairman is 
looking for eager volunteers to help man the stand over the three days!  

 

October 13th sees CRT’s Annual Partnership Showcase event, being held 
this year in Northwich, which gives the Society an opportunity to display the 
work covered by the Society over the preceding year.  

 

October also sees the Society’s AGM (details on page 29).  After 
considerable consideration by your Trustees, it was felt that it was about time 
that the more southerly section of the SUC should get a chance to hold this 
event and, consequently, Norbury Village Hall and an informative speaker 
have been booked. 

 

Last, but by no means least, the Society is currently working on a new 5 year 
financial costings plan to safeguard the Society’s finances for the future.  

 

All this and more – and we still find time to further restore the Montgomery 
Canal – rain or shine. 
 

Rich Hamp SUCS Chairman 
01.08.2017  
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Editorial 

The Society attended the Royal Welsh 
Show to promote the Restore The 
Montgomery Canal Appeal.  For the first 
two days the weather was brilliant 
allowing us to have the sides of the 
gazebo open ensuring that passers by 
could easily see the photo stand about 
the restoration work.  We had a pull up 
map of the Montgomery Canal route 
with local photographs which gave a 
good starting point to engage with 
people to tell them about the plans for 
restoring the canal. 
 

There was a lot of interest and despite having to get up at 04:30 on the 
three days we were manning the stand, we did enjoy it and felt that the 
public interest in the restoration made it all worthwhile.  Members of the 
Friends of the Montgomery Canal manned the stand on day 3 when the 
weather was atrocious but they kept calm and carried on and raised quite a 
lot of money for the Appeal.  The final day was very quiet, but we had some 
interest in the restoration work.  Financially, with gift aid and matched 
funding just over £900 has gone into the Appeal fund, and there may be 
more if people complete the donation forms we were handing out. 
 

Gill Robertson 

Royal Welsh Show 

Welcome to another packed edition of Cuttings.  There is much to celebrate 
this time with funds topping £135K for the Montgomery Restoration (p 25), 
the awarding of Green Flag status for the canal between Audlem and 
Middlewich (p 16), the start of work at Whitchurch (p 8), restoration of the hut 
at Sykes Hollow (p 42) and work at Aston Nature Reserve commenced (p6).  

 

No one should be complacent, however.  The Wappenshall project is on hold 
(p 41) and HS2 Phase 2b is likely to significantly affect the Middlewich 
Branch (p 18) which proves there is still a long way to go.  

 

The Society continues with its successful programme of restoration on the 
Montgomery Canal (see pages 34 and 35) and maintains good links with 
C&RT, ensuring that our views are represented. 
 

If you take Cuttings as the digital version, not only does this save the Society 
money, but as all links are active, it enables you to click through to other sites 
directly, saving you time as well. 
 

David and Chris Owen-Roberts, Editors of Cuttings 

The SUCS stand at the Royal Welsh 

Show  Photo: Fred Barrett 
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An official launch of the next 
phase of the Montgomery 
Canal restoration event was 
held at Aston Nature Reserves 
on 3rd July. 
 

Aston Nature Reserves 
This element of the project 
commenced in June 2017, with 
designs finalised and a price 
agreed with the CRT 
framework contractor.  The 
work will take approximately 6 
months to complete.  The 
project will extend the existing 
reserves and incorporates bird 
hides, footpaths and 
interpretation, which will be 
installed in year 2 of the 
project. 
 

Canal Channel Restoration 
Work by the Shropshire Union Canal Society on the section of canal channel 
immediately preceding the HLF section – between Pryce’s Bridge and Lloyds 
Animal Feeds - is nearing completion.  The first section that comes under the 
HLF project has seen newt trapping and relocation take place between April 
and June.  A destructive search took place in July and restoration works 
began in the summer.  The restoration of the winding hole at Crickheath is 
still scheduled to take place in autumn/winter 2018. 
 

Activities and Volunteering 
Activities started in earnest in early April and by the beginning of June the 
number of participants had reached 328, of which 128 are under 25’s and 25 
are from ethnic minorities.  Activities included guided walks, horse-drawn 
boat trips, a wood-working workshop, a photographic session on the towpath, 
canoeing sessions, floating study, angling taster session and a music event 
at Llanymynech wharf.  A couple of sessions planned with schools were 
cancelled at the last minute but these will be rescheduled. 
 

Funding bids submitted 
Trevor Basin Pathways 
An Expression of Interest has been submitted to the Rural Development 
Community Fund for the upgrade of the pathways across Trevor Basin 
including the route that links under the Pontcysyllte Aqueduct.  The project is 
currently being appraised and a decision is pending as to whether it will be 
invited to full bid later in the year.  

NW&B Enterprise Team News 

Chairman Rich Hamp (3rd from right) at the 
launch (photo courtesy Harry Arnold, Waterways Images) 
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ROSES & CASTLES A Practical Introduction to Traditional Narrowboat 
Decoration 
by Jane Marshall 
 

Jane Marshall has been running painting workshops in Audlem for over 
twenty years, and has now put her experience into this well-illustrated book.  
 

The book is divided into two main sections, the first looking at the traditions 
and people involved in canal-orientated artwork.  As well as looking at the 
origins of Roses and Castles as they developed on the working boats, it also 
covers the lives of well-known canal artists like Frank Nurser, Ron Hough and 
the Tooley family.  This is followed up by artists keeping the traditions and 
styles going today.  The section is completed with a brief summary of Jane’s 
involvement with the canals, including her rôle with the Day-Star Theatre. 
 

The second section looks at painting in more detail, with a comprehensive 
guide on how to paint traditional canal art, including a guide to what materials 
are required.  It starts with a simple roses piece and gives detailed 
instructions on how to progress on to castles and lettering, finishing with a 
water can project.  The clear text is accompanied by ample illustrations to 
show how to do it.  The technique of scumbling 
is also covered, a distinctive style of the 
working boats where cheap softwood could be 
made to look like more expensive hardwood. 
 

Whilst the book will provide an invaluable guide 
to anyone starting out on painting traditional 
canal art, it will also no doubt be useful for 
more experienced painters wanting to expand 
their range of styles.  However even if you have 
no intention of picking up a paintbrush, it 
makes fascinating reading on both the history 
and techniques used. 
 

The book is published by the Canal Book Shop 
in Audlem, price £18.95. 

Book Review - Roses and Castles 

 

Llangollen Information Hub 
The submitted project was successful in being invited to full bid under the 
Rural Development Community Fund Measure 7.6 which looks to fund 
studies and feasibility work.  The full bid for the development phase for the 
Information Hub has been submitted and is currently being appraised by 
Welsh Government, with the anticipated outcome known later in the summer.  
If successful it is envisaged that work on the ground investigations and 
architectural plans for the building will begin in October 2017. 

http://www.canalbookshop.co.uk/


 

Cuttings Autumn 2017 Page 8 

In October 2015 The Whitchurch Waterway Trust made an initial application 
to the European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development (EAFRD) for 
funding designated for Tourism in the Marches, and were invited to make a 
full application in February 2016. 
 

The challenge was to come up with a parcel of work which could be done 
within the amount of funding available, and which improved tourism in 
Whitchurch, while making progress towards the canal extension and basin.  If 
the work was to count as "making a start" to avoid our planning permission 
lapsing on 18 November 2016, it had to include either moving a significant 
quantity of soil or diverting the sewer. 

 

The funding, approved in October 2016, was spent mainly on the 
groundworks required to adjust some site levels (towards the same level as 
the existing canal towpath) and install accessible pathways.  A picnic area 
has been created with furniture and benches for visitors and local residents 
to enjoy the space and spend longer in the area.  Some of the features are 
planning requirements specified as conditions in the planning permission for 
the basin.  The work carried out with this funding is just the first stage but 
leaves the site as an attractive amenity until the next stage is started.  Work 
began on 24th April 2017 and the main earthworks took about a month.  
Further work to fit items was completed during June.  Items such as tidying 
up and re-grassing surfaces etc. are ongoing. 

Work Begins at Whitchurch 

Work at Whitchurch underway 
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Winter Stoppages 2017 Winter Stoppages 2017 --  20182018  

Canal & River Trust have released their planned program of winter 
stoppages.  There is a significant amount of work to be carried out on the 
Shropshire Union System, on the main line before Christmas and on the 
Llangollen Canal after. 
 

Before Christmas: 
Lock Repairs: Beeston Stone lock 12, Bunbury lower lock 14, Tyrley locks 3 
& 5, Audlem locks 2, 9 & 14, Adderley lock 1. 

 

Others: Rutters bridge 2 (Middlewich Arm), Culvert 55 between Hack Green 
lock 2 and bridge 88 (dewatered), Stretton Aqueduct. 
 

After Christmas, Llangollen Canal: 
Lock Repairs:  Hurleston locks 2,3 & 4, Baddiley lock 3, Willeymoor Lock, 
Povey’s Lock, Grindley Brook locks 4, 5 & 6, New Marton lock 1. 
 

Others:  Grindley Brook bridge 28, Danson’s bridge 30, New Mills lift bridge 
31, Sluice 4, adjacent to bridge 47, Val Hill bridges 65 & 66, Maesterfyn 
House bridge 4W. 
 

Full details can be found on the C&RT website at canalrivertrust.org.uk/
media/static_maps/North_Wales_Borders_A4.pdf or follow the link under 
‘boating’ on the website’s home page. 

 

HOLIDAY EXCHANGE 
 

Two experienced ‘oldies’, SUC Society members 
and former owners of a forty-five foot narrowboat 
(for over twenty years), would like to exchange a 
week’s gentle narrowboating on the Shroppie and 
surrounding canals for a week in our self-contained 
cottage in the Black Mountains near Crickhowell. 
The cottage sleeps two, with wood-burner, central 
heating, bathroom, kitchen and sitting room with TV.  
Located in an idyllic rural location in South East 
Wales. 
If you are interested, please contact Jo & Graham: 
Telephone 01873 810239 
Email bontblackburn@hotmail.com 

http://whitchurchwaterway.uk/
canalrivertrust.org.uk/media/static_maps/North_Wales_Borders_A4.pdf
canalrivertrust.org.uk/media/static_maps/North_Wales_Borders_A4.pdf
mailto:bontblackburn@hotmail.com
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Assault 
The fifth in a series of articles featuring a selection of crimes in the 
Shropshire Union area as recorded in press reports and canal company 
minutes from 1775 to 1920. 

 

Occasionally company employees were assaulted by boatmen.  For 
example, P Lowe, toll clerk at Tarvin, was assaulted by a boatman from the 
private flat Ceres.  The assailant was fined 20 shillings (one pound) plus 
costs by the magistrates. 

 

To carry out a crime on Christmas Day seems especially uncharitable.  
George Jones, a farmer’s servant, was the victim.  That day in 1841 he met 
William Furber, a boatman who was an old acquaintance, and together about 
11 am they went drinking at the Canal Tavern in Shrewsbury.  Later William 
Oakes, captain of the Wellington and David Jones, his crew member, joined 
them for much of the evening.  At about midnight, Furber suggested to 
George Jones that he spent the night on board his boat, and then left.  
George Jones followed shortly afterwards, but when passing the Wellington, 
Oakes, who was standing on top of the boat, invited him in for a drink.  
Seated inside were two prostitutes and another man.  The victim 
remembered having a glass of rum or brandy (possibly drugged); the next 
thing he remembered was lying on the towpath, robbed of 9 shillings, a 
pocket knife and his boots. 

 

Luckily there was a witness.  Roger Bradshaw was able to say what had 
happened.  He had been unloading coal at the gas works at about 1.30 am 
when he heard a boat moving.  Together with another man, he saw Oakes 
standing on the deck, pushing the boat over to the towpath.  He then saw the 
boat’s captain shove a man out of the boat, get out onto the towpath and 
then, together with Oakes, start kicking him.  Bradshaw called out to them to 
stop, but Oakes picked up a stone, threw it, and it struck Bradshaw’s 
companion.  As soon as he recovered he ran into the town to get help, whilst 
Bradshaw stayed on watch.  Some young men tried to help but the two 
ruffians used their boat pole, severely injured one of the men and robbed him 
too.  They were eventually arrested by Constable Thomas. 

 

In 1874, one hour after midnight, Joseph Jones and Benjamin Hughes whilst 
drunk loosed a boat from its moorings by the Plas Kynaston chemical works 
and dragged it down the canal, damaging it.  The two watchmen who went to 
stop them were assaulted severely, being hit and kicked.  The Court fined 
each 10s plus 30s compensation for damage to the boat and 7s costs.  

 

In other cases the canal was only involved to the extent that the assault 
happened on the towpath.  Here are a selection of examples. 

 

Mary Roberts of Vron was walking along the towpath towards Chirk to meet 
her husband when Thomas Edwards, a Cefn collier, followed her into 

Crime on the Shroppie - Part 5 
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We continue the story of the Ellesmere Canal by E A Wilson with part 2.  This 
includes an interesting description of the Frankton Locks as he found them in 
the early fifties.  Our thanks to the Shropshire Magazine for permission to 
reproduce the article. 
 

When peaceful Welsh Frankton was a busy centre with Wharves, 
Warehouses and a boat building Dock by E A WILSON, M.A. 
Leaving Ellesmere by the Oswestry road, the road rises steeply for a 
considerable distance.  It levels out again before reaching the highest point, 
and if conditions are favourable, you will have a grand view of distant hills on 
your right.  The climax is reached, when you reach the brow by a small 
Congregational chapel.  Here is a grand panorama, with the Breiddens 
descending steeply to the floor of a distant valley, flanked by wave after wave 
of impressive mountains.  Nearer at hand, the low lying land of the Welsh 
Marches has a softer appearance with green fields and hedgerows plentifully 
studded with stately trees. 

 

In the sunshine of a summer evening it appears to be asleep, an impression 
which grows stronger as we descend from the brow to the little village of 
Welsh Frankton (which in spite of its name, is in Shropshire).  Early in the 
nineteenth century this village was the meeting place 

Ellesmere Canal - Part 2 

Whitehouses Tunnel and attacked and severely injured her.  Luckily Matthew 
Williams, a signalman at the nearby Llangollen Road Station, heard her 
screams and went to her assistance. 

 

One November evening two young women were walking along the towpath at 
Llangollen when a ‘dastardly fellow’ pushed one of them into the water, 
causing her to be completely submerged.  He ran off whilst the other woman 
was rescuing her friend. 

 

The most serious case I found concerned boatman William Evans who was 
found guilty of attempted rape of Rose Anne Whitley, a six-year-old girl at 
Trevor.  The report did not give any details beyond saying that Judge 
commented on the ‘cruel and atrocious nature of the offence’.  Evans was 
sentenced to two years’ hard labour. 

 

Robert Jones one night quarrelled with his wife whilst drunk.  She ran off to 
seek police protection.  He then seized their infant daughter Ellen and ran to 
where a witness saw him beat the girl’s head against a telegraph pole.  He 
next stumbled, fell, recovered to his feet, threw the girl into the canal, and 
then jumped in.  The cold water seemed to sober him; he rescued the child 
and handed it to his mother.  He was then arrested but claimed he had not 
intended to injure the child — its head had hit the telegraph pole when he fell.  
The grand jury reduced the charge from attempted murder to one of common 
assault, but he was acquitted even of that. 

 

Peter Brown 
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of the two major portions of the 
Ellesmere Canal system, and there 
must have been many a merry party 
at the Canal Tavern between the 
crews of barges coming in with coal 
and slate from the Ruabon district, 
who had crossed the dizzy heights 
of the Pontcysyllte and Chirk 
aqueducts, and passed through the 
equally eerie long tunnels, and the 
crews coming from the limestone 
quarries at Llanymynech. 

 

Yet other bargees who met here 
may have come from Merseyside 
via the Wirral branch of the 
Ellesmere Canal; continuing by the 
Chester Canal to join the Ellesmere 
Canal again at Hurleston near 
Nantwich; passing over Whixall 
Moss and within a stone's throw of 
Colemere and Blakemere; on 
through Ellesmere, and so at last to 
Frankton. 

 

Further boats came from the 
opposite direction from Weston 
Wharf loaded with timber from the 
Boreaton Woods and cheeses from 
the surrounding countryside.  Nor 
was all the traffic "one way" and as 
Frankton was the meeting place of 
all these journeyings it must have 
been a scene of constant activity in 
those days of canal prosperity. 

 

During visits to this neighbourhood I have talked with a number of people, 
including the lengthman responsible for canal maintenance, and have tried to 
find out what purpose was served by the buildings and constructions which 
still remain, and any which have now disappeared.  The canal here has the 
form of a letter H lying on its side with the connecting link running north to 
south. Thus there is a northern junction and a southern junction.  There are 
two bridges fairly close together, one on either side of the northern junction, 
to allow horses coming along the towpath from Ellesmere to cross over as 
the towpath changed sides here.  There used to be a finger-post at the 
northern junction which had "to Newtown" pointing south; "to Chirk and 
Llangollen" pointing west; and "to Chester" pointing east.  This has now 
gone.  At the wharf there was a warehouse, but this has been pulled down 
and the materials used to build a bungalow elsewhere.  A crane beside the 
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warehouse has also gone. 

 

Along the link section there are four deep locks, the first two forming one unit 
with the lower gate of the first lock forming the upper gate of the second.  
Between them is a footbridge.  At the point where the locks begin, there is a 
small building known as a "check house" where a check was kept on the 
nature and amount of materials passing through the locks.  To the left of the 
check house a lane descends steeply to the stables and the lock-keeper's 
house.  Although the locks are no longer used, their stonework remains in 
sound condition to remind us of the craftsmen of bygone days.  The wooden 
gates, being less durable, show signs of decay.  The ironwork is well rusted.  

 

Along this part of the canal there a drop of about forty feet divided among 
four locks.  Going south from the first pair of locks we have the stables and 
lock house on our left at a low level, and the old Canal Tavern high up on our 
right.  Mrs Hyde lives here.  The Hydes owned barges and did much canal 
carrying until comparatively recent times.  With the passing of the canal traffic 
they diverted their energies to starting a bus service and today Hyde's Bus 
Services are well known in and around EIlesmere.  Their headquarters are 
still at Welsh Frankton.  Perhaps the habits of the bargees of bygone days 
shocked the inhabitants into sobriety; there is not a single public house in the 
village today. 

 

Then comes the third lock followed by a boat-building dock on our left.  This 
can easily be missed as it has not been used for many a year and its 
entrance into the canal has been walled up.  Only the newer quality of this 
stonework betrays its presence.  In this dock barges were repaired, and even 
built.  Mr. Rolt's well known narrow boat, the "Cressy," was overhauled and 
refitted in this dock for a previous owner.  I could not get a satisfactory 
photograph owing to the vigorous weeds in and around it, hiding it almost 
completely from view.  There were two stone baulks.to support a barge when 
the water was emptied from the dock by a sluice, and stone steps leading 
down into the dock.  The building just beyond was the home and workshop of 
the boatbuilder.  Part of the workshop has been converted into extra rooms 
for the house, and practically all traces of the original equipment have been 
removed.  However, I did come across a pair of bellows, seven feet in length, 
which had been used to blow the forge fire. 

 

The fourth lock is followed by a stretch of canal almost completely blocked by 
rushes, reeds, sedges and other marsh plants before we reach the southern 
junction with the Weston-Llanymynech line.  If the neglect and desolation met 
with so far is somewhat depressing, what now meets the eye is far more so.  
On either side of the terminal weed-fringed pool, the canal has been drained 
completely.  One can now walk for miles along the almost dry canal bed, in 
the direction of Weston. 

 

Before nationalisation of the waterways most of the canals had been bought 
by railway companies, chiefly to prevent competition with rail traffic.  When 
there was a burst in this line in 1934, the owners decided not to repair it.  The 
line of canal involved runs from Weston, through Welsh 
Frankton and on to Llanymynech where it joins the old 
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Montgomeryshire Canal.  This leads 
to Welshpool and Newtown, a total 
distance of 41 miles.  The canal bed, 
was sold to those through whose 
land it passed.  Last year, not far 
from Weston, I met a bulldozer filling 
in and obliterating all traces of the 
canal, thus adding an extra strip of 
land to the farm. Several farmers 
have done this. 

 

Nearby, a canal bridge was being 
demolished.  Unlike modern railways 
and roads, the old canals and their 
bridges have mellowed with age into 
almost natural features of the 
countryside, and one cannot but 
regret their passing.  The half 
destroyed bridge showed up the 
method of construction, namely a 
tunnel-like arch, only one brick 
thickness, covered over with rubble and having a brick parapet on either side. 
The fact that these bridges stand up to modern lorry traffic is a tribute to the 
sound design and workmanship. 

 

The 1805 Report makes it clear that it was intended to continue the line from 
Frankton to Weston to join the River Severn at Shrewsbury, and it states: 
"These Lines proceeded on with considerable rapidity, and were partially 
opened in 1797; but this exertion exhausted the funds allowed by the 
Proprietors, when these lines were opened, and a wharf, four lime-kilns, a 
public house, stables, a clerk's house, and weighing machine, constructed at 
Weston, it was judged advisable to postpone proceeding further in this 
direction, because the, adjacent country could, from this central point, be 
supplied with fuel and manure (ie lime), to a distance which came into 
competition with the coal and lime from Ketley, Steeraway and Donnington 
Wood. 

 

The execution of these works has been of considerable advantage to the 
country and the Proprietors, by having promoted the sale of great quantities 
of lime and slate at Weston wharf; but notwithstanding the navigation has for 
some time past been extended to within two miles of the Ruabon Collieries, 
there has scarcely any fire coal ever yet been sold at that wharf."  

 

On the way to Weston to see what remained of the buildings mentioned in 
the Report, I visited Hordley Wharf.  Three years ago the basin contained 
some water; two years ago it was marshy; now it was dry, the sun-baked clay 
bed being cracked into the semblance of crazy paving.  I walked dryshod 
over this floor where the shells of the freshwater mussels still remained and 
dwarf clubrush and water-pepper grew, and climbed up on to the wharf 
whose surface was beautified by an abundance of the tiny white-flowered 
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Ducks, racing to land on their image on still water, 
Swans, quietly admiring their own beauty in the still canal, 
Country bridges, making full circles with their reflections, 
Lock gates, appearing twice their depth mirrored in the canal, 
Bankside trees, forming a tunnel of colour with the water, 
A setting sun, lighting a pathway on the water as it slips into the cut, 
The moon, on a quiet evening, appearing above and below the boat, 
A cool breeze, ruffling the tranquillity of a still canal, 
Ripples, darting rainbow 
flashes across still water, 
Fish ripples, in widening 
circles slowly fading into 
stillness. 
Then ducks, racing to land on 
their image in the still water. 
Evening is here, time to 
reflect on the day. 
 

Brian Capp 

Reflections 

near 

Hurleston 

Whitlow Grass. 

 

Looking westwards, one's gaze met a dreary stretch of dried grass-covered 
canal; eastwards there were trees to cover up its derelict condition.  Did 
barges once unload here?  It was difficult to believe that this completely 
deserted spot was ever of any importance.  Further on, the road crossed and 
re-crossed the canal several times, until at last I reached Weston Wharf.   
Here the canal passed under a bridge into the basin.  Once more I found the 
basin dry and grass covered. 

 

Hard by the bridge there was a warehouse built right up to the edge of the 
basin so that boats could load or unload directly from it.  A short distance 
away were the four limekilns built as one block, one of the openings now 
serving to shelter a small car.  I was conducted up some steps to the top of 
the kilns where I had an overall view of the buildings.  Yes! there was the 
Canal Tavern, and next to it the Clerk's House, now serving as ordinary 
dwelling houses, and both looking extremely sound although over 150 years 
old.  The Stables were still there and so was the weighing machine.  A crane 
which once stood on the wharf seemed to be the only object which had 
disappeared.  In 1800 this "central point" was a busy terminus.  To-day all is 
changed and even the canal itself is fast disappearing. 

Reflections 
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The Canal & River Trust (C&RT) charity is celebrating after achieving Keep 
Britain Tidy’s coveted Green Flag Award status for five canals including part 
of the Shropshire Union Canal system (see Cuttings Spring 2017 p12). 
 

The Shroppie section proudly flying a Green Flag, and judged to be a ‘quality 
green space’, comprises the Middlewich Branch from Wardle Lock to 
Barbridge, continuing south on the Main Line to the top of the Audlem flight. 
 

The special waterway site is among 1,797 parks and green spaces across the 
UK judged to be some of the best green spaces in the country.  For the third 
year running canals join a range of parks, cemeteries, universities and 
community gardens which have met the high standard needed to receive the 
Green Flag, Heritage or Community Award, in what is another record-
breaking year for the award scheme. 
 

This international award, now into its third decade, is a sign to the public that 
the space boasts the highest possible environmental standards, is beautifully 
maintained and has excellent visitor facilities. 
 

Ian Rogers, C&RT customer services and operations director, said, “We are 
delighted to have been awarded Green Flag status at six of our waterways.  
The award is a great boost for visitors, signalling that these canals are high 
quality public places for people to use and enjoy - and a fitting recognition of 
all the hard work by our staff and volunteers. 
 

The Green Flag awards help to demonstrate the high standards we set 
across our canal network, with more volunteers helping us to care for them 
than ever before.” 
 

International Green Flag Award scheme manager Paul Todd said, “We are 

Green Flag Award 

Volunteers celebrating the Green Flag Award with C&RT staff at Audlem in July  Photo: CRT 
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Derek (with his 
badge) pictured 
with Wendy Capelle 
and volunteering 
colleagues at 
Audlem 

On Friday 21 July, Wendy Capelle, North Wales & Borders Waterway 
Manager, presented Derek Jones, Audlem volunteer lock keeper/ranger and 
member of the 
Audlem Towpath 
Taskforce, with 
his Gold Badge 
for contributing 
over 2,000 hours 
of volunteering.  
Derek earned the 
badge a little 
while ago and is 
now well on the 
way to his second 
Gold Badge! 

Gold Volunteering Award 

delighted to be celebrating another record-breaking year for the Green Flag 
Award scheme.  Each flag is a celebration of the thousands of staff and 
volunteers who work tirelessly to maintain the high standards demanded by 
the Green Flag Award.  The success of the scheme, especially in these 
challenging times, demonstrates just how much parks and waterways matter 
to people.” 
 

Wendy Capelle, local waterway manager with C&RT, said: “We are delighted 
to have been awarded Green Flag status for this key stretch of the 
Shropshire Union Canal.  The award is a great boost for visitors, signalling 
that this canal is a high quality public place for people to use and enjoy - and 
a fitting recognition of all the hard work by our staff and volunteers. 
 

Volunteer groups SUMBA, Small Tasks Team Volunteers, Audlem ADAPT 
Lock 15, Audlem Volunteer Rangers, Volunteer Lock Keepers 
(Cholmondeston/Audlem), Shropshire Union Canal Society and members of 
the North Wales & Borders Waterways Partnership have all played a key role 
in helping us raise standards and achieve this quality mark.  We are grateful 
to all volunteers for giving up their spare time to improve the canal and 
towpath for everyone’s benefit.” 
 

A lot of work has been put into the section by volunteers, many of whom are 
well known from these pages for their work on the Shropshire Union Canals.  
The award is a fitting display of how much has been achieved. 
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HS2 Phase 2b: Crewe to Manchester and West Midlands to Leeds — 
Consultations 
 

Two new consultations have been announced for the next phase of High 
Speed Two (HS2), from Crewe to Manchester and the West Midlands to 
Leeds — known as Phase 2b.  These consultations are on draft 
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) and draft Equality Impact 
Assessment (EQIA) Scope and Methodology Reports (SMRs), which inform 
the way in which the EIA and EQIA are undertaken. 
 

The route has been decided upon, and these consultations are concerned 
with the impact of the construction and running of the next phase.  The route 
for the link between West Midlands and Crewe has also been decided and it 
is planned to open this in 2027, six years earlier than expected. 
 

Construction of the finalised route for the next phase of HS2: Crewe to 
Manchester and the West Midlands to Leeds Phase 2b is expected to start in 
2023 ready for the railway to begin operations by 2033.  To obtain the legal 
powers to build and operate this part of the railway, the Government intends 
to deposit a hybrid Bill in Parliament during 2019.  The draft EIA SMR 
consultation document is available online at www.gov.uk/hs2 
 

At the same time, to inform the development of the Phase 2b scheme, the 
Government has commissioned consultants to undertake an EQIA and 
prepare an EQIA report.  The EQIA will identify any particular groups with 
protected characteristics that may be disproportionately affected, and actions 
that may be necessary to limit such effects if they arise.  The draft EQIA SMR 
consultation document is also available online at www.gov.uk/hs2 

 

Local authorities, relevant statutory bodies and national interest groups are 
being asked along the route to comment on the draft EIA SMR and draft 
EQIA SMR, to inform the way in which the EIA and EQIA are undertaken.  

 

Responding to the consultations 
Arup is co-ordinating the analysis of responses to these consultations.  There 
are separate online and email response mechanisms for each consultation.  
Please use the correct response channels for each consultation you respond 
to.  The FREEPOST address is the same for both consultations.  To respond 
to the draft EIA SMR consultation you can: 
Use the dedicated online response form available at ipsos.uk/
HS2Phase2bEIASMR 
Email your response to HS2EIASMRPhase2B@arup.com 
Post your response to the following FREEPOST address (no additional 
address information is required and you do not need a stamp): 
FREEPOST HS2 SMR PHASE 2B 
 
 

HS2 Phase 2b Consultations 
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To respond to the draft EQIA SMR consultation you can: 
Use the dedicated online response form available at ipsos.uk/
HS2Phase2bEQIASMR 
Email your response to HS2EQIASMRPhase2B@arup.com 
Post your response to the following FREEPOST address (no additional 
address information is required and you do not need a stamp): 
FREEPOST HS2 SMR PHASE 2B 

 

Both consultations close at 23:45 on 29 September 2017. 
Please clearly mark on your response which consultation you are responding 
to. 

 

There are a number of areas where the Shropshire Union Canal is impacted 
by the rail line, not least on the Middlewich Branch including a very large 
rolling stock depot with high embankments close to the canal at Wimboldsley 
(See Cuttings Spring 2017 P7).  More information is available on the HS2 
website: www.gov.uk/hs2 

Membership News 

We all extend a warm welcome to: 

Annual subscriptions for the year to 30 June 2018 were due on 1 July - if you 
have not paid yours yet, please post that cheque or, if you use on-line 
banking, make a payment to: 
 

Shropshire Union Canal Society; Sort Code 55-50-05; Acct No 01630962 
 

Our subscription remains unchanged at £10 annually for a single, double or 
family membership.  Please do not forget Gift Aid - if you pay income or 
capital gains tax please complete the gift aid declaration within the 
membership application or simply email me and tell me.  The Society 
depends on a steady influx of new members so if you know of anybody who 
would like to join, please point them at our website which contains a down-
loadable membership application.  Alternatively, contact me and I will send 
you a small pack of membership applications and publicity leaflets. 
 

I know that there have been some changes with email providers recently so, if 
you have had to change your email address recently, please let me have your 
new address.  If you do use an email service but still correspond with the 
Society by post, please do let me have the email details; the saving in 
postage of just 10 letters is significant! 
 

You can contact me about these or any other membership matter at 28, 
Millfield Drive, Market Drayton TF9 1HS, telephone 01630 656525 or by email 
to sucsmemsec@btinternet.com. 

 

Ian Hendley 

Mr & Mrs Rayner of Stratford, London 
Dr & Mrs Keyte of Crondall, Farnham 
Mr & Mrs Scorer, Knockin, Shropshire 

Mr & Mrs Butler of Edleston, Cheshire 
Mr & Mrs M Oxley of Firbeck, Notts 

http://www.gov.uk/hs2
http://www.gov.uk/hs2
https://ipsos.uk/HS2Phase2bEIASMR
https://ipsos.uk/HS2Phase2bEIASMR
mailto:HS2EIASMRPhase2B@arup.com
https://ipsos.uk/HS2Phase2bEQIASMR
https://ipsos.uk/HS2Phase2bEQIASMR
mailto:HS2EQIASMRPhase2B@arup.com
http://www.gov.uk/hs2
mailto:sucsmemsec@btinternet.com
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Pant Railway Embankment 
On 12th July 2017, The North-West Waterway Recovery Group (NWWRG) 
with  the support of the Shropshire Union Canal Society (SUCS) and Canal  
& River Trust (C&RT) took on the project to remove material from a former 
railway embankment crossing the Montgomery canal.  The works were part 
of the project to reopen the dry section between the restored section at 
Maesbury and the Welsh border at Llanymynech for which an appeal has 
been lodged recently to raise the funds.  More details at: 
www.RestoreTheMontgomeryCanal.uk 

 

Planning permission was granted on 20th March 2017 with the provision that 
the works shall be overseen by a suitably qualified and experienced 
ecologist, to ensure the protection of and enhancements for wildlife.  

Two excavators, 12T & 21T, and 3 x 6T dumpers, fuel bowser and welfare 
facilities arrived on site in preparation for the work to follow, along with 
members of the NWWRG and SUCS.  Full site induction and a planning 
meeting took place, with the works scheduled to take place over a 7-day 
period. 
 

Due to the location of a disused sewer pipe that runs the length of the 
section, a temporary road had to be laid using Terram as a base.  Dumper 
trucks transported the waste to Bridge 90 where a compound was set up so 
the other excavator could load the awaiting lorries, with banksmen on hand to 
escort off and on to the site.  308 tons were removed on the first full day.  

Montgomery Canal Restoration 
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Following on from the success of the previous meetings, this year’s North 
Wales & Borders’ Partnership Showcase will be held on Friday 13th October 
at the Northwich Memorial Court, Chester Way, CW9 5QJ.  The event is 
open from 10:30 until 15:00. 
 

The Showcase provides an opportunity for a diverse range of groups, 
organisations and individuals from throughout the NW&B Waterway to 
publicise their work including information on activities in and around the 
waterways, many of which are 
worked on by the NW&B 
Partnership Members and Canal & 
River Trust staff. 
 

Members of the public are invited to 
visit, alongside interested parties, 
this networking, information rich 
day.  The Society will, of course, be 
there. 

North Wales & Borders Showcase 

Showcase in 2016.  Photo: C&RT 

Work was completed 1 day early with 1114.5 tons of waste removed and 
over 352 hours of volunteer labour recorded. 

 

A big thank you goes to all the volunteers involved and to Kev Walker, Stuart 
Moodie and Martin Carney from C&RT for their assistance. 

Left to right: Fred Barrett, Ju Davenport, Darren Shepherd, Adrian Sturgess, Bob 
Dewey, David Wild and Steve Morley, just some of the volunteers involved with the 
project. 

http://www.RestoreTheMontgomeryCanal.uk
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The Small Tasks Team (STTV) 

The group was in action at the beginning of July, renovating and installing a 
memorial bench and fitting a new plaque as well as renovating other benches 
and replacing CRT signage at Nantwich.  Further bench refurbishment and 
signage replacement took place on the 27th July to complete the tasks 
between bridges 90 and 93 on the Shroppie. 

 

We took part, once again, in the Family Fun Day at Aqueduct Marina on the 
23rd July with our stall which took over £100.  Every little helps when it 
comes to buying equipment! 

 

On August 12-13th the group was at Ellesmere in Shropshire with our 
fundraising stall and also operating the Water Taxi from the wharf to the CRT 
Heritage yard as part of the town’s festival.  

 

I am sad to report that Paul Mills, our founder and leader of the group, has 
had to stand down because of ill health.  John Riley, who has shared the 
leadership with Paul, has taken on the task. 

 

Our next work party was scheduled for 24th August.  We are always on the 
look out for new volunteers; anyone who would like to know more about our 
group please email John.riley295@btinternet.com.  Bulletin matters should 
be sent to John Bannister, johnbann@aol.com 

John and Jan Riley of STTV with Duncan Davenport (centre) of C&RT with the 

coveted Green Flag at Audlem 
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Cholmondeston Lockwind May 2017 

The Cholmondeston Lockwind in May was another successful event where 
we made £1,170 in donations and sales.  We all had a great weekend with 
the British weather giving us a very hot day on the Friday (no one wanted tea 
– just water so that saved me a job!) through to us almost needing coats on 
the Monday plus we drank a lot of tea!  Altogether 249 boats were helped 
through the lock. 

 

CRT sent along three of their people to help put up the big marquee on the 
Thursday which was very much appreciated.  We had four new helpers and 
lots of returning helpers who all 
made the weekend a success. 

 

By the time you read this we will 
have done it all over again over the 
August Bank Holiday.  Next year the 
dates will be the same (25 - 28 May 
2018 and 24 - 27 August 2018) so 
do please help us if you can.  
Contact: nbrosie2002@gmail.com. 
 

Gill Robertson 

mailto:John.riley295@btinternet.com
mailto:johnbann@aol.com
http://www.canal-boatbuilders-services.co.uk/intro.html
mailto:nbrosie2002@gmail.com
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Fred Archer, also known within 
the Society and amongst local 
people as “Marmalade Fred”, 
was laid to rest at St Boniface 
Church, Bunbury, on 16 June, 
joining his wife Doris who died 
fifteen years ago.  Fred was 95 
years old and had always had 
a great interest in music and 
musical instruments. 
 

During the war Fred served in 
the RAF in the band and it was 
then that he met Doris.  In the 
years after he had his own 
music shops, selling musical 
instruments. 
 

On retirement Fred and Doris 
bought a cottage on the main 
road at Wardle where they 
could look across to the canal 
and, more importantly, they 
were able to moor their 
precious, clinker built, timber 
hulled cruiser, Juliana a short way along from the junction on the Middlewich 
branch.  Juliana’s hull was built at Taylor’s Yard in Chester. 
 

When Paul Mills started to organise the lockwinds at Cholmondeston to raise 
funds for the Society, Fred and Doris would take Juliana there for the 
weekend and Fred would take charge of selling the preserves and cakes that 
had been donated to passing boats.  He was so successful in his usual 
gentlemanly way that he often ran out of stock by the end of the weekend.  
Later Paul organised for more marmalade to be made and Fred was in his 
element.  There was a joke that went around that Fred could sell a jar of 
marmalade to someone in the front of a boat as it came up in the lock and 
then sell one to the steerer!  Of course, it didn’t really happen. 
 

After Doris died Fred used to go by car each day to lockwinds to carry on 
selling.  He gave this up just after he was 90, but he could still be seen every 
day crossing the road and walking up the towpath to make sure Juliana was 
OK.  By this time Paul had formed the Small Tasks Team Volunteers.  The 
group stored their equipment in the shed at the junction and Fred could see 
from his house when anyone from the STTV came there.  In a short time Fred 
would arrive with some goodies for them. 
 

Fred Archer 

Fred Archer.  Photo: SUCS archive 
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Fundraising for the Montgomery Canal is moving apace.  The following is the 
latest news from John Dodwell, chair of the Montgomery Canal Partnership. 
 

The Appeal to raise money, particularly to rebuild Schoolhouse Bridge, is 
widening out.  After a very successful launch last April, the Appeal has been 
taken to various canalside events, such as the Middlewich Festival, 
Welshpool and at a stand at the Royal Welsh Show (see p 5).  About £1,000 
pounds was raised at the Royal Welsh (after allowing for doubling – see 
below).  At the annual Montgomery Canal Forum, our Chair’s hat was passed 
round and another £1,200 was raised (again after doubling).  This has 
brought the total to over £135,000. 

 

The impact of what our volunteers can achieve is having a 
remarkable effect on donors and others.   

Monty Appeal Reaches £135K 

The best Gathering yet!  There were 
28 boats, ranging in age from the 
1880s to 1959.  In addition, small 
steam boat Omeros was going up 
and down in one of the pounds.  
Saturn was moored at the canal 
wharf and on the Sunday Audlem 
Festival of Transport added to the 
attractions.  Next year the Gathering 
will be on 28/29 July. 

 

Peter Silvester 

Audlem Gathering of Historic Boats 

Last Autumn Fred was poorly and moved into care nearer to his two sons in 
Wales.  At his funeral the vicar announced that donations in memory of Fred 
could be made to the STTV.  He then added that he knew all about them as 
he himself is a volunteer lock keeper.  How appropriate and Fred would have 
enjoyed that. 
 

During recent years Juliana was gradually getting in need of some repairs.  
For some time, whenever I visited him he would say he didn’t know what to 
do about keeping her, she meant so much to him with memories of Doris.  
Eventually friends persuaded him to let her go back to Taylor’s Yard, which is 
what happened and she is still there now.  A coloured picture of her was in 
the church at Fred’s funeral. 
 

So goodbye Marmalade Fred and thank you for all you did, helping to raise 
funds for the Society and canals in general. 
 

Pat Wilson 

Photo: Ian Saunders 
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They are simply amazed at the type of skilled work our volunteers can 
achieve.  Not for nothing are they called “our shock troops”. 

 

We have very largely won the case for restoration.  We now need to 
concentrate on raising the money.  We cannot just leave it to others.  As well 
as contributions we also welcome people who offer to help fund raise – for 
example, by helping out at the Appeal stand at various events.  If you think 
you can help, then please contact Gill and Clive Robertson at 
nbrosie2002@gmail.com 

 

We know the Montgomery restoration is supported across the whole country.  
We can see this in the people who come on the Triathlon.  We can see this in 
the reaction from the boating community.  This is not just a local affair.  

 

A good reason to support the Appeal is that we are fortunate in having a 
donor – we call him/her “Angel” – who has promised to match £ for £ the 
money we raise from the general public (up to £12,000 a year).  So this 
means £10 from you (which is worth £12.50 after the Gift Aid tax refund) 
becomes worth £25 to us with the help of our Angel – a 250% uplift in the 
amount you donate. 

 

If you would like to contribute, Please look at the Appeal website 
www.restorethemontgomerycanal.uk where you will find details of how to 
donate. 

 

John Dodwell 
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Cheshire Cat Narrowboat Holidays 
 
Hire one of our comfortable, 2 - 8 berth narrowboats 
to explore the beautiful canals of Cheshire, 
Shropshire and North Wales.  Take the trip of a 
lifetime over the world-famous Pontcysyllte Aqueduct, 
visit historic Chester, the Anderton Boat Lift or cruise 
around the Four Counties or Cheshire Rings. 
Based at Overwater Marina, just north of Audlem. 
 

Full tuition given, pets welcome at no extra charge. 
 

www.cheshirecatnarrowboats.co.uk 
Call 07867 790195 for more details. 
 

Cheshire Cat Training 
Narrowboat Handling courses to suit all abilities.  Half
-day basic boat handling, RYA Inland Waterways 
Helmsman and Inland Waterways Crew certificates, 
two day Life Afloat courses. 
 

Phone 07867 790195 for details of our next course. 
 
www.cheshirecattraining.co.uk 

M & L Canal Services 
 

 Boat Safety Scheme Examinations and remedial work 

 Breakdown and Call-out service 

 Engine Servicing and repairs 

 Plumbing and Electrical work 

 LPG gas installations, testing and repairs  

 Gas Safe registered 
 
Call Mark on 07970 384047 

http://www.swanleybridgemarina.com/
mailto:nbrosie2002@gmail.com
http://www.restorethemontgomerycanal.uk
http://www.cheshirecatnarrowboats.co.uk
http://www.cheshirecattraining.co.uk
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0871 200 8021 
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Accounts for 2016 - 2017 

SUCS AGM 

The Shropshire Union Canal Society Limited 
Notes on the Report and Accounts for the year ended 31 March 2017 

 

A full version of this Financial Report is available in downloadable form on 
the Society’s website or in paper from the Treasurer on receipt of a stamped, 
addressed C4 or C5 envelope.  The formal report meets the statutory 
requirements of both the Companies Acts and the Charities Commission and 
includes our accountant’s comments following his examination of the 
Society’s accounts.  This short note is intended to help set the annual report 
in context but, if any member has a question or seeks to clarify a particular 
item, please get in touch with me and I will try to resolve the question before 
the AGM. 
 

Four years ago the Society compiled an in-depth analysis of our future 
finances so as to be able to offer the maximum support for the C&RT 
planned grant application for the next stage of restoration of The Monty; this 
commitment is illustrated through the Designated Fund.  As you probably 
already know, C&RT’s submission was successful and we look forward to 
this next stage. 
 

The annual report and accounts really speak for themselves on this occasion 
so I do not intend to add anything but our thanks to all who have made any 
sort of contribution during this last financial year.  We look forward to the 
continuing health and success of the Society. 
 

Ian Hendley 
Treasurer 

The Annual General Meeting of the Shropshire Union Canal Society Limited 
will take place at Norbury Village Hall, Norbury, Stafford. ST20 0PB on 
Saturday 21st October at 14:00 hours. 
 

After the meeting there will be a 
speaker: Bernie Jones, Chair of The 
Shrewsbury and Newport Canals 
Trust. 
 

The form for nomination of trustees will 
be available on the website.  Forms 
must be submitted by Friday 6 October 
2017.  The agenda, including details of 
nominees, will be available on the 
website as soon as possible thereafter. 

Norbury Junction 

http://www.canalcontracting.co.uk/
http://www.shropshireunion.org.uk/Docs/The_Society/S.U.C.S._Financial_Statements_2017.pdf
http://www.shropshireunion.org.uk/Docs/The_Society/S.U.C.S._Financial_Statements_2017.pdf
mailto:sucsmemsec@btinternet.com
http://www.shropshireunion.org.uk/Docs/The_Society/SUCS_AGM2017-Nomination_Form.doc
http://www.shropshireunion.org.uk/Docs/The_Society/SUCS_AGM2017-Nomination_Form.doc
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SHROPSHIRE UNION CANAL SOCIETY LIMITED 
REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES 

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2017 
The trustees who are also directors of the charity for the purposes of the Companies 
Act 2006, present their report with the financial statements of the charity for the year 
ended 31 March 2017.  The trustees have adopted the provisions of Accounting and 
Reporting by Charities: Statement of Recommended Practice applicable to charities 
preparing their accounts in accordance with the Financial Reporting Standard 
applicable in the UK and Republic of Ireland (FRS 102) (effective 1 January 2015). 
 

OBJECTIVES AND ACTIVITIES 
Significant activities 
The Society is committed to ensuring that the Shropshire Union Canal System, 
covering the Llangollen and Montgomery Canals as well as the Shropshire Union 
Canal itself, is maintained and enhanced for the benefit of all users and visitors.  We 
seek to influence and encourage the Canal & River Trust to direct its efforts to the 
benefit of all users through the maintenance of facilities such as visitor moorings, 
seats and picnic tables throughout the Shropshire Union Canal system.  When 
planning our activities for the year, the Society has considered the Charity 
Commission's guidance on public benefit. 
 

We remain committed to financial and physical assistance towards the restoration of 
the Montgomery Canal south of Redwith Bridge.  Our current focus remains centred 
on a short length of the canal immediately south of Pryces Bridge which, when 
restored, will dovetail into the anticipated much larger HLF funded project taking 
restoration through to Crickheath.  This larger project which we know as Crickheath 
Phase 2 is now approved and funded.  We continue to occupy a work base on the 
west bank of the canal and restoration has continued throughout the year.  The 
presence of a colony of Great Crested Newts has impacted our activities but a 
working balance, at least for the time being, has been achieved.  More detail of our 
restoration activities can be found on our website www.shropshireunion.org.uk. 
 

The winter months of this financial year saw a suspension of our now traditional 
hedge-laying work parties on the Montgomery Canal in favour of tree clearance on 
the off side of the canal south of Pryces Bridge.  This will aid access for restoration as 
work moves south.  The Society has continued its involvement with and support to a 
number of sister organisations within our geographical area of activity. 
 

Donations from members and the general public with contributions from the Canal & 
River Trust remain the mainstay of our annual funding cycle and, it must be said, are 
generous.  The Canal & River Trust contributions are for specific restoration activities 
and some donations are also given for specific purposes.  In the middle of 2016, the 
Society received a very generous legacy from a long standing member.  This bolt out 
of the blue amounted to more than £40,000 and carried with it a restriction that it must 
be used to further the restoration of the Montgomery Canal.  In October at our AGM, 
the restricted School House Bridge Fund was set up and, following this, the Society's 
Council voted to allocate £12,000 of the legacy to that fund in order to attract a further 
£12,000 of matched funding from an anonymous donor.  This has been achieved so 
the Society has been able to bring around £55,000 of new money to bear on the 
restoration task. 
 

Accounts continued 
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RICHARD POTTER LTD 
 

Supplier of Quality Hardwoods, Softwoods and Sheet Materials to 

many Narrowboat Owners 

 

We always have large stocks of veneered and marine plywood 

together with extensive stocks of other sheets, hardwoods, etc. 

We offer a full cutting to size and machining service. 

Local delivery service. 

 

Millstone Lane, Nantwich, Cheshire CW5 5PN 

Telephone 01270 625791 Fax 01270 610483 

 

Monday - Friday 8:00 am to 5:00 pm 

Saturday 8:30 am to 4:30 pm 

Sunday (stock and shop sales only) 10:00 am to 1:00 pm  

 

Website address www.fortimber.demon.co.uk 

E-mail richardpotter@fortimber.demon.co.uk 

This activity together with other fund raising activities, in particular the Society's 
lockwinds, have resulted in an unusual but very positive year with income exceeding 
expenditure by £46,708. 
 

FINANCIAL REVIEW 
Investment policy and objectives 
The memorandum gives the trustees powers to invest or deal in the funds of the 
Society, not immediately required for its purposes, in such manner as in the discretion 
of the Society may be determined. 
 

Reserves 
The Operating Reserve created in 2012 to cover 2 years’ activity remains unchanged.  
This designation is in addition to such reserves as they consider necessary to meet 
forthcoming obligations and commitments: 
 

Operating Costs £17,533 
Events and Activities £  9,980 
Training  £  4,487 
Total Reserve:  £32,000 
 

This operating reserve is reflected in the Capital Commitments set out in note 13. 
 

Investments 
The charity operates a low risk investment policy to safeguard its cash holdings. 
 

http://www.fortimber.demon.co.uk
mailto:richardpotter@fortimber.demon.co.uk
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SHROPSHIRE UNION CANAL SOCIETY LIMITED 
REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES 

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2017 
 

FINANCIAL REVIEW (Continued) 
Risks 
The Trustees have identified the major risks to which the Charity is exposed.  A formal 
Health and Safety Policy document has been approved.  The risks and policy are 
regularly reviewed and action taken to mitigate exposure and revise the policy.  In 
addition, the Trustees are careful to provide adequate insurance cover for both public 
and employees (volunteers) liabilities. 
 

Grants 
Grants are only made towards projects on the Shropshire Union System of Canals - 
as specified in the Articles of Association.  The Trustees generally seek to make 
grants to generate further funding, whether this is to release funds available from 
other agencies or as an incentive to encourage grants from other sources.  
 

STRUCTURE, GOVERNANCE AND MANAGEMENT 
Governing document 
The charity is controlled by its governing document, a deed of trust, and constitutes a 
limited company, limited by guarantee, as defined by the Companies Act 2006. 
 

Organisational structure 
The Society is registered as a Charity no. 245875 and is a company limited by 
guarantee, registered in England and Wales number 1069860.  The governing 
document is a memorandum and articles of association; all attributable activities of 
the Society are approved by a Council whose members (Trustees), listed at item 1 
above, are identified by their interest, life and career skills.  They are appointed by 
nomination at the AGM, or can be co-opted by Council during the year and their initial 
introduction utilises the Charities Commission leaflet CC3.  Where appropriate, 
specialist training (Skill Accreditation, Health and Safety, First Aid) is provided for 
those taking part in Society activities. 
 

The registered office is located with our Accountants: Barringtons, 41 Cheshire Street, 
Market Drayton Shropshire TF9 1PH. 
 

The Charity's bankers are the National Westminster Bank plc and HSBC. 
 

The bulk of the Society's funds are held with The CCLA Investment Management 
Limited - The COIF Charities Deposit Fund. 
 

Risk management 
The trustees have a duty to identify and review the risks to which the charity is 
exposed and to ensure appropriate controls are in place to provide reasonable 
assurance against fraud and error. 
 

Accounts continued 
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REFERENCE AND ADMINISTRATIVE DETAILS 
Registered Company number 01069860 (England and Wales).  Registered Charity 
number 245875 
 

Registered office: 41 Cheshire Street, Market Drayton, Shropshire TF9 1PH 
 

Trustees: DJ Carter; RTA Hamp; IF Hendley; Mrs AJ Lindop; J Myers; TH O’Brien; 
PA Richards; PG Tolster; Mrs G Robertson; CA Robertson 
 

Company Secretary: GD Whitehurst 
 

Independent examiner: Andrew Wilshaw FCA CTA, Barringtons Limited, 41 Cheshire 
Street, Market Drayton, Shropshire TF9 1PH 
 

STATEMENT OF TRUSTEES RESPONSIBILITIES 
 

The trustees (who are also the directors of Shropshire Union Canal Society Limited 
for the purposes of company law) are responsible for preparing the Report of the 
Trustees and the financial statements in accordance with applicable law and United 
Kingdom Accounting Standards (United Kingdom Generally Accepted Accounting 
Practice). 
 

Company law requires the trustees to prepare financial statements for each financial 
year which give a true and fair view of the state of affairs of the charitable company 
and of the incoming resources and application of resources, including the income and 
expenditure, of the charitable company for that period.  In preparing those financial 
statements, the trustees are required to: 
 

 select suitable accounting policies and then apply them consistently; 

 observe the methods and principles in the Charity SORP; 

 make judgements and estimates that are reasonable and prudent; 

 prepare the financial statements on the going concern basis unless it is 
inappropriate to presume that the charitable company will continue in business. 

 

The trustees are responsible for keeping proper accounting records which disclose 
with reasonable accuracy at any time the financial position of the charitable company 
and to enable them to ensure that the financial statements comply with the 
Companies Act 2006.  They are also responsible for safeguarding the assets of the 
charitable company and hence for taking reasonable steps for the prevention and 
detection of fraud and other irregularities. 
 

Approved by order of the Board of Trustees on 16 May 2017 and signed on its behalf 
by: 
 

I F Hendley  - Trustee 
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SHROPSHIRE UNION CANAL SOCIETY LIMITED 
STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL ACTIVITIES 
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2017 

 

 2017 2016 
 Notes Unrestricted  Restricted  Total funds Total funds 
 funds  funds 
 £ £ £ £ 
INCOME AND ENDOWMENTS FROM 
Donations and legacies 12,564 62,727 75,291 23,135 
Other trading activities 2 4,120 12,889 17,009 7,052 
Investment income 3 681 - 681 792 
  

Total 17,365 75,616 92,981 30,979 
 

EXPENDITURE ON 
Raising funds 5,225 514 5,739 5,619 
Charitable activities 
Crickheath Phase 1 3,833 32,857 36,690 18,247 
Other 3,844 - 3,844 5,436 
 

Total 12,902 33,371 46,273 29,302 
 

NET INCOME 4,463 42,245 46,708 1,677 
 

RECONCILIATION OF FUNDS 
Total funds brought forward 183,988 10,500 194,488 192,811 
 

TOTAL FUNDS CARRIED FORWARD 
 188,451 52,745 241,196 194,488 
 

CONTINUING OPERATIONS 
All income and expenditure has arisen from continuing activities. 

Work Parties 

Some 
images 
from the 
work 
parties in 
June (this 
page) and 
July (next 
page) 

Accounts continued 
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SHROPSHIRE UNION CANAL SOCIETY LIMITED  
BALANCE SHEET 

AT 31 MARCH 2017 
 

 2017 2016 
 Notes Unrestricted  Restricted  Total funds Total funds 
 funds  funds 
 £ £ £ £ 
FIXED ASSETS 
Tangible assets 7 2,217 - 2,217 3,327 
CURRENT ASSETS 
Stocks 8 170 - 170 170 
Debtors 9 1,967 - 1,967 1,411 
Cash at bank 194,325 52,745 247,070 200,533 
 196,462 52,745 249,207 202,114 
 

CREDITORS 
Amounts falling due within one year 
 10 (1,528) - (1,528) (1,853) 
 

NET CURRENT ASSETS 
 194,934 52,745 247,697 200,261 
 

TOTAL ASSETS LESS  
CURRENT LIABILITIES 197,151 52,745 249,896 203,588 
 

CREDITORS 
Amounts falling due after more than one year 
 11 (8,700) - (8,700) (9,100) 
 

NET ASSETS 188,451 52,745 241,196 194,488 
 

FUNDS 12 
Unrestricted funds: 
General fund 46,451 41,988 
Designated Fund 142,000 142,000 
 

 188,451 183,988 
Restricted funds 52,745 10,500 
 

TOTAL FUNDS 241,196 194,488 
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SHROPSHIRE UNION CANAL SOCIETY LIMITED  
BALANCE SHEET - CONTINUED 

AT 31 MARCH 2017 
 

The charitable company is entitled to exemption from audit under Section 477 of the 
Companies Act 2006 for the year ended 31 March 2017. 
 

The members have not required the charitable company to obtain an audit of its 
financial statements for the year ended 31 March 2017 in accordance with Section 
476 of the Companies Act 2006. 
 

The trustees acknowledge their responsibilities for 
(a) ensuring that the charitable company keeps accounting records that comply 

with Sections 386 and 387 of the Companies Act 2006 and 
(b) preparing financial statements which give a true and fair view of the state of 

affairs of the charitable company as at the end of each financial year and of its 
surplus or deficit for each financial year in accordance with the requirements of 
Sections 394 and 395 and which otherwise comply with the requirements of 
the Companies Act 2006 relating to financial statements, so far as applicable to 
the charitable company. 

 

These financial statements have been prepared in accordance with the special 
provisions of Part 15 of the Companies Act 2006 relating to small charitable 
companies. 
 

The financial statements were approved by the Board of Trustees on 16 May 2017 
and were signed on its behalf by: 
 

I F Hendley -Trustee 

Stamps Coins & Post Cards 

Pat Wilson 

Special thanks this time to: 

Thank you to everyone who has sent stamps and post cards recently.  Total 
remuneration now stands at £170.  I have just recently received a large 
amount of stamps to sort and sell from WRG/IWA via Steve Morley.  It will 
keep me occupied for a good few evenings! 

Anon x 1 
H Arnold 
P Bradley and friends 
J Brindley 
D Brown 
G Buxbaun 
D & R Claydon 
D Dawson 
Firth family 
J Foley (WRG) 

M A Francis 
R Hamp 
I Hendley 
T & C Hesselegrave & 
Friends 
M Holjoak 
J Johnstone 
A Lindop 
C Magner 
M McLaughlin 

J & J Morley 
L & A Morrison 
N & B Nicholson 
K Sinclair 
S Stevenson 
M & J Winstanley 
NB Icarus 
NB Nimrod 2 
IWA/WRG 

Accounts continued 
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http://www.aqueductmarina.co.uk/
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SUMBA had a stall at Aqueduct Marina’s Open Day on 23 July.  The purpose 
was to raise funds to help with the ongoing work on the Middlewich Branch 
canal which is much admired.  Supported by the Canal & River Trust, 
SUMBA holds work parties throughout the year to maintain and visually 
enhance their adopted stretch of canal by cutting back vegetation, painting 
the locks and infrastructure, litter picking, lock keeping and hedge laying.  

 

From 16th - 19th June, SUMBA’s volunteers made their 3rd annual visit to 
support Middlewich’s FAB.  During the four days they spent 310 volunteer 
hours assisting and advising boaters passing through Wardle and King’s 
Locks and helping to operate the free trip boat on the Saturday and Sunday.  
It made a welcome change that this year’s weather was dry, but the 
oppressive heat throughout the event made the post-shift “de-brief”  
something that was really earned! 

 

C&RT’s Jason Watts ran a pop-up “Lock Keeper Assessment School” and 
two of our friends from Upland’s Basin Robert & Margaret Moon, and Irene & 
Bob Wales nb Skitty Kitty passed with flying colours and have been inducted 
into the hallowed ranks of authorised windlass wielders. 

 

Audrey & Dave Foulkes nb Little Tern did heroic work assisting the lady who 
was waiting with her boat in a long queue.  In leaning against it to stretch for 
her rope (we’ve all done it!) she was mildly surprised to get an early bath.  
Whilst she had nearly 50 years’ boating experience, she still needed 
Audrey’s advice to “just stand up”!! 

 

Many thanks to all the SUMBA team and our fellow volunteers from MP&P.  
Additional thanks to Dave Foulkes and Geoff Harris for helping Dave Tarpey 
with the trip boat in the scorching weather.  Geoff’s walkie-talkies made 
communications between locks easier, especially when Ellie finally realised 
which number lock she was 
actually on!  And again thanks 
to Geoff for his supply of water 
bottles and to C&RT for the 
provision of packed lunches.  
Also thanks to local (Church 
Minshull) volunteer Andy 
Baddeley, who helped to co-
ordinate at SUMBA’s end and 
made our contribution to the 
festival happen. 

SUMBA 

Geoff Harris, Nigel Bickerton, Ellie 
& Digger Brown and Hazel & 
Graham Jones relaxing (or 

collapsing) back at Aqueduct 
Marina.  Photo: SUMBA 
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http://www.sumbavolunteers.org/home.html
http://www.nantwichmarina.co.uk/
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The Friends of the Montgomery Canal held their annual Triathlon on 
Saturday 6th May.  Following the Montgomery Canal from Newtown to the 
Weston Arm near Lower Frankton it comprised 17 miles of cycling, 11 miles 
of walking and 7 miles of canoeing. 

 

The entrants came from Abermule to Aldershot, Bishops Castle to Bolton, 
Llanymynech to London and all points in between – the turnout was amazing.  
We had 238 entrants and 203 of those completed all three sections.  The first 
person to complete all three sections, in a mind boggling 3 hours 56 minutes, 
was Phil Holden.  The remainder followed in his path.  All received a locally 
produced slate medal to record their achievement at the end.  

 

We were very fortunate that we had such a terrific band of over 70 volunteers 
who helped on the day.  There are so many people who helped to make this 
event a success – too many to thank individually here.  However, we must 
make a point of thanking the Canal & River Trust as, without their permission, 
the Triathlon would not go ahead. 

 

And so to the future!  The date has been set for next year – Saturday 19th 
May.  Make a note in your diaries and we’ll see you there.  

 

Christine Palin 

Montgomery Canal Triathlon 
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Wappenshall Project On Hold 

The Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) has decided 
that, for the moment, it cannot support the 
project with the significant grant that it needs.  
As a result, the Newport Canals Trust (SNCT) 
has put the project on hold whilst it decides 
how to proceed. 
 

The SNCT originally bid for a £1 million grant 
from the HLF for the project in 2014 and was 
awarded a £70,000 Round 1 grant to work up 
its proposals, ready for a Round 2 bid for the balance.  The SNCT eventually 
raised some £500,000 in matched funding but, by that time the Round 2 bid 
had been deferred twice.  By the time that the Round 2 bid was submitted 
these deferrals meant that the costs had increased due to inflation and the 
worked up plans for the project had revealed that more restoration of the two 
warehouses was needed than had originally been estimated.  Jointly these 
two cost increases meant that the SNCT had to increase its grant request to 
the HLF to £1.3 million. 
 

In its letter informing the SNCT of the result, the HLF advised that the 
Committee recognised the rarity and significance of the site and its buildings.  
They noted the need to conserve this nationally significant example of our 
industrial heritage and to find a long term beneficial use.  They also noted the 
commitment, knowledge, experience and skills of the Shrewsbury and 
Newport Canals Trust.  They understood the progress the Trust has made to 
raise funds and build partnerships so far.  However there remained a large 
uplift request and some aspects of, particularly, the business plan were high 
risk and felt to be overly optimistic. 
 

The SNCT has had a subsequent meeting with the HLF to explore its future 
options, including possibly a new bid with a radically strengthened business 
plan.  At its next trustees meeting the issues will be fully debated and the 
future direction of the trust will be decided. 
 

For further information contact:  
 

John Myers, Press Officer, SNCT 
Telephone 01785 255263  
or 07711 858986 
Email jma2@onetel.com 

http://www.overwatermarina.co.uk/
http://cms.snct.co.uk/
mailto:jma2@onetel.com
http://cms.snct.co.uk/
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Sykes Hollow Clay Pit Hut Restored 

The former clay pit office by the Sykes Hollow Leisure Area on the 
Middlewich Branch has been restored by third year joinery students from 
Reaseheath College, Nantwich. 
 

The joint project with the Canal & River Trust and volunteers from SUMBA 
(Shropshire Union Middlewich Branch Adopters) saw  the dilapidated building 
rescued by the students who installed a new door, window, roof timbers, tiles 
and guttering. 
 

SUMBA obtained a community grant from Cheshire East Council for the 
building materials, which were transported to site, along with the eight 
students, in true canal style by the Trust’s 72 foot historic workboat ‘Malvern’. 
 

The brick hut used to be a manager’s office for the Cholmondeston clay pit 
which was operational from the late 1960s until 2002, providing clay for re-
lining the canal.  The building forms the focal point of a waterside clearing 
which was turned into an attractive visitor mooring and picnic area by the 
Shropshire Union Canal Society.  The site is now maintained by SUMBA’s 
enthusiastic volunteers who will be installing a new picnic bench, 
interpretation panels and improving boat access to the site over the coming 
months.  The table will be made by ‘Men in Sheds’ from Crewe, using wood 
recycled by SUMBA volunteers when they repaired the nearby Brickyard 
Bridge. 
 

Duncan Davenport, local customer operations manager with the Canal & 
River Trust, said: “We have the challenge of looking after 2,000 miles of the 
nation’s waterways.  Volunteer projects like this can make a massive 
difference to how visitors enjoy our beautiful canals.” 
 

“SUMBA volunteers have done a fantastic job, over many months, in 
renovating this former 
clay pit site into a 
peaceful canalside 
picnic haven.  For 
boaters and for 
walkers taking a short 
stroll from Venetian 
Marina, this will be a 
lovely place to stop 
and enjoy the 
Cheshire countryside.” 
 

“We are particularly 
delighted to join forces 
with Reaseheath 
College to secure the 
future of the heritage 
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Chas Hardern Boats Ltd Chas Hardern Boats Ltd est 1972 

 

Family run 2 - 6 berth warm and comfortable narrowboats for hire.  All year 

cruising.  Short breaks generally available.  Dog friendly.  Excellent tuition.  

 

Services on site: diesel, gas, pump-out, gift shop. 

 

Also: Gas Safe engineer, 24hr breakdown service.  40 years experience with 

all engine and internal boat repairs. 

 

Members of IWA, BMF, APCO, FSB  Hireboat  handover external audit  

 

T: 01829 732595 E-mail: Chasboats@aol.com Web: www.chashardern.co.uk 

  

claypit building.  
We hope it will 
be the start of a 
close relationship 
which benefits 
both students 
and the Trust.” 
 

Graham Russell, 
SUMBA's 
coordinator 
added, “The 
students have 
done a great job 
with the hut and 
it's good to be 
able to involve 
our local college 
and Men in 
Sheds in our 
waterway project.  
SUMBA welcomes new volunteers and information about our work and 
contact details can be found on our website www.sumbavolunteers.org.” 

The student team (above) and at work (left) 

http://www.sumbavolunteers.org/home.html
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Chas-Hardern-Boats/239576126090656?ref=ts&fref=ts
mailto:chasboats@aol.com
http://www.chashardern.co.uk
http://www.sumbavolunteers.org/home.html
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1 - 3 Sept 2017 Nantwich Food Festival 
9 - 10 Sept 2017 Overwater Marina Boat Share Show and RNLI Festival 
15 - 17 Sept 2017 Winsford Regatta 
15 - 17 Sept 2017 Maesbury Fair, Canal Central 
13 October 2017 NW&B Annual Showcase, Northwich (see page 21) 
21 October 2017 SUCS AGM, Norbury (see page 29) 
19 May 2018 Montgomery Triathlon 
25 - 28 May 2018 Cholmondeston Lockwind for SUCS 
May 2018 Saturn Whitchurch to Manchester Fly Run 
28 - 29 July 2018 Gathering of Historic Boats and Festival of Transport, 

Audlem 
24 - 27 Aug 2018 Cholmondeston Lockwind for SUCS 

Dates for your Diary 

Recycling 

Revenue from the ink toners and cartridges is a bit slow, but we have cleared 
the backlog that we had.  We have raised in the region of £55 this year but 
the companies hold on to the money for a month or so before paying it over 
to us so it is not all in our account at the moment!  Please keep them coming.  
Contact us on nbrosie2002@gmail.com 
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Copy Deadlines 

There are four issues of Cuttings per year, published in June, September, 
December and March.  The copy deadline is 1st of the previous month, i.e.   
1 May, 1 August, 1 November and 1 February.  COPY WILL NOT BE 
ACCEPTED AFTER THESE DATES. 

Cuttings Editors David and Chris Owen-Roberts 01270 567492 
 35 Woodnoth Drive, Shavington, Cheshire CW2 5BW 
 E-mail: sucuttings@btinternet.com 
 

The views expressed in Cuttings are not necessarily those of the Shropshire 
Union Canal Society. 

Contacting Cuttings 

Articles for Cuttings 

We are always pleased to receive contributions for Cuttings.  Text, photos 
etc. can be sent by post or by e-mail.  If you are ‘no good at the words’ 
simply send us the basis of your idea with all the relevant details and we will 
gladly put an article together for you. 

 

BOAT SAFETY CERTIFICATES 
 

competitive rates 
 

10% discount for SUCS members! 

ALL BORDER COUNTIES WATERWAYS COVERED 

NEAL DODD MABSE 
 
 

01686 630250 (evenings) 

BSS Authorised Examiner 
 

 

 
wharfhouse@yahoo.co.uk 

http://www.hackgreen.co.uk/
mailto:nbrosie2002@gmail.com
mailto:sucuttings@btinternet.com
mailto:wharfhouse@yahoo.co.uk
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For more information contact: 

Advertising in Cuttings 

The advertising rates are: 

 

Half page:  £75.00 for one year (four issues) 
Full page:  £125.00 for one year (four issues) 

 

There is a 10% discount for Commercial Members.  Adverts can start in any 
issue and will be invoiced annually.  
 

To find out more please contact Advertising Manager, Roger Beswick on 
01244 332553 or e-mail haslemere@chester50.plus.com. 

Discounts from our Advertisers 
The following advertiser offers a discount to members:  Boat Safety Examiner 
Neal Dodd. 

Please Support our Advertisers 

Mention that you saw their advert in Cuttings. 

Work Party Dates for 2017 

Collection Boxes 

There is never a lot of activity at this time of year as we are all waiting for the 
summer money to pour into the boxes, but £450 has already come in since 
the financial year end which makes a gratifying start.  I also have a fine 
assortment of foreign change and obsolete British coins, all of which will 
eventually be converted into income by the indefatigable Pat Wilson.  No 
doubt some people drop it into the boxes out of mischief, but others do so in 
the full knowledge that we welcome any colour of money! 
 

Sarah Thursfield 

David Carter 01244 661440, 
E-mail: dcartersucs@gmail.com 

1/2/3 September 2017 
6/7/8 October 2017 
3/4/5 November 2017 
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Application for Membership or Membership Renewal of 

the Shropshire Union Canal Society 

I hereby apply for election as a member of the above Society and agree to 
abide by the rules of the Society.  I enclose my remittance for ………………..* 
being my subscription for the year ended 30 June 201… 
 
 
Signed  …………………………………………………..   Date  ………………….. 
PLEASE PRINT IN BLOCK CAPITALS 
 
 
Name  ………………………………………………… (Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms/Dr/Rev) 
 
 
Address  ……………………………………………………………………………… 
 
 
……………………………………………………………...Post Code  …………… 
 
 
Telephone  ……………………………  E-mail  …………………………………… 
Single, Joint, Family: £10  Juniors under 18: £5  Life Membership £200 
If you are applying for Junior Membership please state your age here ………. 
 

Membership Number (for renewals)  ……………………………………………… 
If you are a United Kingdom tax payer please sign the Gift Aid declaration 
below to enable the Society to reclaim the tax paid on your donations 
(including subscriptions). 
 

Name of Society: The Shropshire Union Canal Society 
I want the charity to treat all donations I have made over the last four years 
and all donations I make hereafter as Gift Aid donations. 
 
Signature  ……………………………………………………..  Date …………….. 
 If it is more convenient for you and helps the Society if you pay by Standing 
Order or direct transfer.  Please ask for the appropriate form or set it up with 
your bank using National Westminster Bank Sort Code 55-50-05, account 
number 01630962 and give your membership number or post code as the 
identifying reference.  If you pay automatically PLEASE LET THE 
MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY KNOW.  Please send completed forms to: Ian 
Hendley, Membership Secretary, 28 Millfield Drive, Market Drayton, TF9 
1HS. Telephone: 01630 656525  E-mail: sucsmemsec@btinternet.com 

 

Tick here if you have paid by Standing Order or Direct Transfer 
 
Tick here if you are happy to receive Cuttings by e-mail 

 

 

mailto:haslemere@chester50.plus.com
mailto:dcartersucs@gmail.com
mailto:sucsmemsec@btinternet.com
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http://www.everythingcanalboats.com/

