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Chairman’s Report  

Potentially two of the more pressing issues relevant to readers of this 

magazine must be the Middlewich breach and the rebranding of Canal and 

River Trust. 

CRT are to commended on their quick reaction to the breach (initially reported 

at 23.41 on 15th March and inspected within half an hour). However we now 

wait to see when the damage can be repaired and at what cost.  This will 

have a serious effect on boaters and closes the popular Four Counties Ring 

and could effect the hire boat companies in the surrounding area. 

22nd May sees the launch of a new revitalised CRT brand. The new 'look' for 

the Trust has been developed to appeal to those people who currently do not 

know about CRT - (at present only 36% of the general public know of CRT's 

existence) - whilst still connecting with their existing customers and 

supporters. The Trust is also reorganising internally  and this is likely to take 

the form of reducing the number of regions from ten to six. Hopefully by the 

time you read this we will have a clearer idea of how the reorganisation will 

impact on the society's work 

Elsewhere on the SUC system the Towpath Taskforce groups (at  the 

Anderton Boat Lift, Trevor , Audlem, and Chester) continue their invaluable 

work of maintaining the canal infrastructure along with SUMBA and the Small 

Task Team Volunteers as well as the Gnosall Parish Adoption group. The 

Montgomery Canal now has three established Taskforce groups as well.   

This involvement is in stark contrast to a number of years ago and exemplifies 

the increasing enthusiasm of volunteers being prepared to work to improve 

our important canals. 

Restoration on the Montgomery Canal continues at a pace with the intention 

of rewatering the next completed section this coming winter. Over 4500 

volunteer work hours were completed in 2017 - ample proof, if needed, that 

enthusiasm for the restoration of the Montgomery Canal is as great as ever. 

More detailed work party reports can be found on the society's website. 

This issue of Cuttings is brought to you by our new editors, Rod & Carol 

Hamilton-King and we 'welcome them onboard'.  Further thanks should be 

passed to the retiring editors David & Chris for their substantial enhancement 

of the magazine over  their  tenure of 21 issues. I am sure the society would 

join me in wishing David a speedy recovery to his present illness. 

       Rich Hamp, SUCS Chairman 
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Well, here is our first edition of Cuttings since taking over from David & 
Chris Owen-Roberts. We are excited by the prospect of bringing to you, the 
quarterly magazine covering all of the Shropshire Union Canal routes. We 
hope that we will be able to emulate the standards set by David & Chris 
during their 5 years of editing the magazine. 

We would also like to take this opportunity to introduce ourselves. We have 
been boating on a regular basis since 2007, when we hired a boat on the 
Llangollen. We came back from having had such a wonderful time, we 
wanted to buy a boat straightaway. However, reality came into play and we 
decided to purchase a share in a boat, just to make sure our love of boating 
was not just a “flash in the pan”. We quickly found that having a share was 
not enough for us and the need for our own boat was irresistible and she 
was launched in 2012. We spent many hours thinking of a name and we 
decided upon “slimline tonic” as this best described what a narrowboat is 
and what boating did for us! Needless to say, we have had many comments 
on the name, mostly to do with the addition of Gin or Vodka. We always 
say, “we’ve got the slimline tonic, you bring the rest”, which has resulted in 
many an  impromptu get-together. 

We hope to see you somewhere on the cut and if you see us, just give us a 
wave. We are sure that either the kettle will be on or the bar open! 

Rod & Carol Hamilton-King 

Editorial 
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Photo: David & Chris on their narrowboat Aeshna 

 

We would like to thank all the people who have sent their best wishes for our 
health and thanked us for preparing Cuttings over the last five years.  We 
have enjoyed the experience and had fun meeting people involved with the 
Society and Canal & River Trust. 

We are pleased to welcome the new editors, Rod and Carol who, we are 
sure, will carry on with the magazine to a high standard.  We wish them all 
the best for the future. 

We hope to be able to continue boating and look forward to meeting some of 
you out on the Cut. 

 

David & Chris  

Editors of Cuttings, Spring 2013 – Spring 2018. 

And it’s farewell from us! 
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The Mike Carter Award 2018 

“Recognising excellence from our young volunteers in the North West and 

North Wales and Borders Waterways” 

Nominations are being sought for an inspirational young person - or group of 

young people - for the Mike Carter Award 2018. The award is open to       

anyone under the age of 25 years who volunteer for the CRT or any         

volunteer group (with 30% of members under 25) who work on the            

waterways in the North West or North Wakes and Borders areas.  

The award is in memory of Mike Carter who devoted his free time to educate 

and encourage young people in the area to engage with the waterways.  

Nomination forms and terms & conditions can be found online at           

https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/volunteer/volunteering-features-and-articles/

mike-carter-award-2018 

Closing date for nominations is 30th July 2018. Award presentation will be 

made at the Annual Partnership Meeting in Sept/Oct 2018. 

The Whitchurch Waterway Trust is holding its annual boat rally on the first 
weekend in September, which this year is the 1

st
 and 2

nd
. 

 
The usual, and some unusual, stalls will be supporting the trust. Boat  
bookings are well up and we have only two spaces left.  Booking forms for 
boat entry and a stall can be downloaded from the website 
www.whitchurchwaterway.uk. 
 
Boat entry is £12.50 and the boater’s evening meal on Saturday 1

st
 is 

£7.00 per person.  The theme for the Best Decorated Boat is 'British 
Weather' which we are certainly having a lot of this year. Get the brain  
boxes working for the evening quiz which Iain and Clair do so wonderfully.  
There is also the dog show on Sunday afternoon. The agility class is such 
fun. 
 
We hope to see some of you at the rally and do come along and support 
your hardworking SUCS team on the stall. 
 

Lindsay Green 

Whitchurch Arm Boat Rally 
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41st Easter Boat Gathering 

Nothing was going to stop boaters attending this year’s Easter Boat        
Gathering. Not even a major breach on one of the main waterway routes up 
to the National Waterways Museum, Ellesmere Port.  

Almost 60 boats attended the event, with more than a dozen braving a    
challenging detour along the Manchester Ship Canal. They were warmly   
welcomed to the museum and were soon meeting up with old friends to enjoy 
the unique atmosphere of this annual event. Many were able to moor up in 
the newly re-opened Upper Basin.  Mixed weather over the weekend meant 

that the 3000+ visitors spent time indoors, enjoying music & theatre provided 
by some of the region’s finest  performers. 

Meanwhile tours of the new dry boat store were sold out. Visitors took the 
opportunity to get close to the many boats recently lifted from the Upper     
Basin, and heard about plans for their conservation.  More tours are planned 
for future months with details available on the museum website.  

In between showers visitors strolled around the site, chatting to enthusiastic 
boaters keen to share their stories.  

The show must go on!! Inclement weather and a canal breach was not going 

to spoil the Easter party at Ellesmere Port. 
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Graham Boxer, Head of Museums for the Canal & River Trust: “I have to 
admit that the breach on the Shropshire Union Canal at Middlewich initially 
caused some concern. The Shroppie is a main route for many boaters    
coming to the Gathering. However within days of it happening, on the canal 
at Middlewich, plans were drawn up and a detour mapped out, using the 
Manchester Ship Canal. We worked closely with our Canal & River Trust 
Northwich colleagues and with Sue Cawson to ensure the safe passage  
into, and out of the Gathering. We were delighted to see their arrival and 
welcome them with a curry evening that raised funds for the repair of the 
breach.  

“As the historic narrow 
boats and barges made 
their way onto the vast 
expanse of the Ship Ca-
nal at the end of the 
weekend we heaved a 
sigh of happy relief. 
We’d hoped for a bigger 
than ever Gathering and, 
in spite of the difficulties, 
I believe we once again 
created something very 
special.” 

 

The Easter event began in 1977 when the Museum was run entirely by   
volunteers. Today, volunteers are still heavily involved with all the activities 
of the Museum and play a major part in all aspects of planning and running 
the event. It has grown into the first and one of the most significant of nation-
al events on the waterways calendar. 

https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/places-to-visit/national-waterways-museum
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Small Tasks Team Volunteers 

 

March saw us at Calveley for 
a two-day work party. There 
were many tasks! We split 
into three groups. The first 
was to tackle painting, clear-
ing mooring rings, and refur-
bishing the seat. The second 
group set to work to prepare 
the ground for a new walk-
way. This was to avoid any 
further mishaps on the slip-
pery path round the old ‘turn-
over’ bridge by providing a 
protecting fence, a hard-core 
surface and some steps. Ed Moss the National Volunteer Manager who 
was visiting for the day helped in this. 

 

 

The third group were        
responsible for making a  
decent and safe way round 
and under the bridge. This 
was important for the       
contractors who have to bring 
their mowers down this slope 
without falling in the canal! 
This proved a bigger job than 
envisaged as a spade just 
bounced off what appeared 
to be a grassy slope. After 
much wrestling with roots 
and rocks, the ground was 
prepared and the stone    
installed. 
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The April work party should have been at Waverton, but Canal and River 
Trust resources were perforce needed elsewhere. The breach on the 
Middlewich Branch called for all hands!  

 

On Thursday 26
th
 at Nantwich we divided into two groups. The smaller of the 

two painted all the furniture at the picnic site and some of the seats on the 
aqueduct. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After lunch, the groups combined. The larger group had reconstructed the 
long fence down the ramp near the aqueduct and once finished we all 
painted it! 

We got finished – in the sunshine! We were able to go home happy knowing 
that the next day was to be very wet and not at all suitable for painting. 

 

We are always prepared to 
welcome new members. Please 
contact John Riley for more 
details. 

Email: 
john.riley295@btinternet.com  

Phone: 01352 741322  

Mobile: 07518 040632  

 

John Bannister 
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Corporate Update: 

The Trust is re-branding with the new brand due to be launched on 22 May.  
They are also reorganising; with a likely reduction in regions from ten to six, 
with a Regional Director heading each.   

The new regions are to be defined, as far as possible, by political bounda-
ries, making for easier relations with their local councils etc.  Reorganisation 
for the North Wales and Borders Region will mean partial fragmentation; with 
part of our area (Autherley to Cox Bank, plus the Montgomery and Povey’s 
Lock to Llangollen) is likely to be part of the West Midlands Region.  The  
remainder will become part of another region which will also include some of 
the Trent and Mersey Canal.  [From SUCS point of view, this will mean    
dealing with two different regions rather than with just one as now.] 

Customer Operations Update 

Stanthorne Breach.  There were no warnings or concerns with the section of 
canal embankment that overtopped although the freeboard at that section 
was noted as being a little lower than ideal.  The canal will be closed until at 
least the end of the year. 

Pre-Christmas stoppages.  Include works at Nantwich Aqueduct, Audlem 
Locks, Adderley Locks, Tyrley Locks, Norbury and Ellesmere Tunnel. 

Post-Christmas stoppages.  These include works on the Llangollen Canal, 
Whartons Lock and Northgate Locks.  Hurleston (bottom) Lock 1 will also 
have the nearside lock wall taken down and rebuilt.  It is probable that      
access to Llangollen for Christmas will not be possible. 

Summer stoppages in 2018.  Two are planned, one at Belan in July and one 
at Welshpool in August. 

Towpath refurbishment.  Duncan Davenport of CRT is very aware of the dire 
state of much of the region’s towpaths.  He has made a suggestion that there 
should be a dedicated towpath refurbishment team, but whether this will be 
accepted as a solution remains to be seen.   

Volunteering Update 

Volunteering is hitting its targets in terms of numbers and overall is achieving 
its aims.  There are two new volunteering co-ordinators. There are two new 
adoption groups in the area; the BCB Adopters (Barbridge, Calveley,      
Bunbury) and the Stand-up Paddleboarders on the River Weaver.   

Chris Owen-Roberts 

NWB User Group Meeting Part 1 

The North West and Borders User Group meeting was held on 17th April.  Part 2 in 

Autumn issue of Cuttings. 
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It is with pleasure that we can announce that Belan Wharf is again available 
for use to crane boats in/out of the 13 mile section of the Montgomery Canal 
around Welshpool. Belan Wharf has been used in the past for craneage 
operations and the Trust has been through a programme of assessing 
craneage sites to make sure they are strong enough, including Belan. 

Boat owners wishing to have their boats craned in/out at Belan should contact 
CRT’s Third Party Works team at enquiries.ppwnorth@canalrivertrust.org.uk 
The team will then forward on the Trust's Third Party lifting operating 
procedure - which is what the mobile crane company will need. This document 
will have attached a craneage assessment. 

Usually, the Trust makes a charge relating to Third Party works - e.g. property 
developers working on land adjacent to a canal whose proposals needs 
checking. However, as part of an initiative to increase boat traffic on the 
Montgomery Canal, some management costs for lifting operations can be 
waived. You are advised to speak with the local third party works engineer 
about such reductions when submitting your application. The Trust is keen to 
see more larger boats using this part of the Montgomery Canal and 
appreciates that the movement of boats can contribute to maintaining the 
waterway in a state that all can enjoy.                         John Dodwell 

 

 

Belan Wharf 

 

RICHARD POTTER LTD 
 

Supplier of Quality Hardwoods, Softwoods and Sheet Materials to 

many Narrowboat Owners 

 

We always have large stocks of veneered and marine plywood 

together with extensive stocks of other sheets, hardwoods, etc. 

We offer a full cutting to size and machining service. 

Local delivery service. 

 

Millstone Lane, Nantwich, Cheshire CW5 5PN 

Telephone 01270 625791 Fax 01270 610483 

 

Monday - Friday 8:00 am to 5:00 pm 

Saturday 8:30 am to 4:30 pm 

Sunday (stock and shop sales only) 10:00 am to 1:00 pm  

 

Website address www.fortimber.demon.co.uk 

E-mail richardpotter@fortimber.demon.co.uk 

http://www.aqueductmarina.co.uk/
mailto:enquiries.ppwnorth@canalrivertrust.org.uk
http://www.fortimber.demon.co.uk
mailto:richardpotter@fortimber.demon.co.uk
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The 1958 Middlewich Breach 

Late on 15 March this year, the canal breached near Middlewich.  Sixty 

years earlier, on 10 October 1958,  there had been an equally serious 

breach on the Middlewich branch, near Church Minshull.  According to the 

report in The Times, a farm worker at Eardswick Hall heard water trickling 

from the embankment, which three hours later collapsed, leaving a crater 

40ft deep.  The water carved a gorge 20ft deep and 200yds long through a 

field as it forced its way down to the River Weaver.  Some 20,000 cubic 

yards of earth there formed a dam across the river, resulting in many acres 

of agricultural land being flooded.  Christopher Marsh, British Transport   

Waterways’ divisional manager, speculated that the cause may have been a 

rat hole, the embankment being weakened because of the heavy rain. 

Reinstatement work started immediately.  At the site of the breach, three 

excavators and three bulldozers were used to dig and spread the soil to  

restore the field and the canal.  Vibrating rollers were used to compact the 

fill.  Thousands of tons of clay were brought from a nearby quarry to form 

the canal lining.  Lighting enabled work to continue day and night using 

BTW’s own employees.  The canal was reopened for traffic on 16            

November, just five and a half weeks after the breach occurred, despite  

continuing bad weather. 

Edwin Shearing, canal historian and photographer (and for several decades 

a SUCS member) was on the scene two days later and revisited it three 

more times, leaving us a series of photographs recording the breach and its 

reinstatement.   

Peter Brown 

Sixty years ago a serious breach occurred on The Middlewich Arm. By 

strange coincidence, a similar breach happened earlier this year. To put the 

repair work into perspective, at time of going to press some 8 weeks after 

this years breach, the 1958 breach had already been reinstated and the 

canal was back in business!! 
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Day 22 

Day 29 

Day 8 

Day 2 
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A lot to report on the restoration works both off- and on- site.  

First of all a couple of bits of good news: CRT 
has confirmed that the water test of the Phase 
1A channel was successful. Over the winter we 
completed work on both the newt 
compensation measures at Redwith and 
vegetation clearance at Crickheath.  As a 
consequence Natural England has issued a 
newt licence to CRT in respect the remaining 
section of channel to Crickheath and newt 
trapping has now started. This clears the way 
for contractors to start work at Crickheath 
sometime in the summer. 

 

The ‘summer’ restoration season got underway a couple of weeks late (the 
scheduled event being a victim of the ‘the beast from the east’) in mid-
March with a work party that will be long remembered as one of the coldest 

ever. We had the lot - torrential rain 
on the Friday, and strong winds, 
snow showers and  sub-zero 
temperatures on the other days. 
Overnight snow, a frozen water 
supply and a digger breakdown 
meant that the Sunday work was 
abandoned. Despite this tale of woe 
the major item of work, moving the 
clay dam, was completed and 
inroads made into preparatory work 
for towpath construction.  

 

During April and May considerable 
progress was made on both 
installation of the drain in the 
channel and on towpath 
construction.  The former is 
necessary to lower the ground 
water levels locally to permit 
earthmoving.  

 

 

Restoration Update Spring 2018 

Crickheath clearance  

The first ‘summer’ work party!! 

Moving the clay dam 
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The problem is that to install a drain to get rid 
of water it is first necessary to get rid of the 
water!  Suffice to say that the vagaries of 
ground water, soil type and clinging mud 
make this a difficult operation, but at the time 
of writing work is complete along about half 
the length of the current phase.  A substantial 
section of towpath is now finished and very 
good it looks too!  

 

 

 

As always there are detailed accounts 
of our activities on the Society website 
http://www.shropshireunion.org.uk/
montgomery-canal-restoration. 

 

David Carter 

Restoration Project Manager  

Filling with pea gravel  

Excavating channel drain 

http://www.shropshireunion.org.uk/montgomery-canal-restoration
http://www.shropshireunion.org.uk/montgomery-canal-restoration
http://www.canal-boatbuilders-services.co.uk/intro.html
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The bugle-blowing affair (or, as the Llangollen Advertiser called it, ‘The 
horn that sounds by Deva’s banks’) 

The eighth in a series of articles featuring a selection of crimes in the 
Shropshire Union area as recorded in press reports and canal company 
minutes from 1775 to 1920 

 

In 1901 the flamboyant Captain Samuel Jones, who ran the trip boats at 
Llangollen, was charged with having blown a bugle in a public place in such 
a way as to cause a public nuisance.  Sergeant Wyse told the Court that on 
14 May he saw Captain Jones on the towpath blowing a bugle.  He asked 
him to desist as there had been serious complaints about it.  Jones replied, 
‘You can do what the damn you like’, blew the bugle in his face, then went 
down the road and across the Dee Bridge continuing to blow it.  The bye-law 
was quite clear: any person who ‘sounds or blows upon any musical or noisy 
instrument’ within 50 yards of a dwelling house, church or chapel after being 
requested to desist would be liable on conviction to a fine of up to £5.  Jones 
operated boats from the wharf to Llantisilio, leaving every half hour, and 
before the boats started a bugle was blown. 

Mr Glascodine, a Wrexham solicitor who was appearing for the defendant, 
contended that the case should be dismissed because a copy of the bye-law 
was not sufficient to prove the offence: the sealed bye-laws must be before 
the Bench.  On this he was wrong in law, but the magistrates’ clerk pointed 
out that actually no copy had yet been put in.  Sergeant Wyse thereupon 
asked for the case to be adjourned for a month.  This the magistrates agreed 
to, one of them, Captain Best, saying that he was pleased for this to be 
done, as he would much rather appear as a witness, the horn-blowing being 
a perfect nuisance, as he had told Captain Jones several times. 

When the case was reheard, Captain Jones got off on a technicality.  He had 
originally been charged with causing the nuisance in a ‘public place’ but 
Sergeant Wyse said they wished withdraw that summons and substitute one 
referring to ‘in a certain street’.  This time Captain Jones was represented by 
Samuel Moss, a barrister who was also the local MP and Vice-Chairman of 
the County Council.  He argued that the case should not be withdrawn but 
dismissed, and this the Bench agreed to.  He then argued that it was 
frivolous to say that the new case related to a different offence.  As the facts 
were the same the Court had no right to try the case — Jones would be 
being tried twice for the same offence.  Sergeant Wyse argued that the first 
case had not actually been gone into on this occasion.  The magistrates 
retired, and on their return the Chairman announced that they were 
dismissing the summons. 

 Crime on the Shroppie—Part 8 
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He added, however, that Captain Jones had no right to make himself a public 
nuisance, nor had he any right to resist the police who, if he continued to 
offend, would take out another summons.  Mr Moss said that he thought 
some arrangements might be made by which the defendant might be allowed 
to signal the departure of his boats in a manner that might suit all parties. 

Peter Brown 

A major revamp of Whixall Marina has been approved by Shropshire   
Council. The redevelopment will include creating a waterside cafe,          
extending the existing shop, glamping pods, additional parking, showers 
and boaters facilities plus a workshop for narrowboat repairs and        
maintenance at the site on Alders Lane.  

David Grocott, of Whitchurch haulage firm Grocontinental, set out his      
ambitious plans last summer after his family took over the running of the 
marina in April 2017. 

The under-utilised marina can hold up to 150 boats and is on the arm of the 
Shropshire Union Canal which connects Whitchurch and Ellesmere.  

Planning officer Sue Collins said: “The proposed development will provide 
additional tourism and canalside facilities to the existing marina; will utilise 
an existing previously developed site and existing buildings. The proposed 
changes to the buildings are acceptable and they will not have a detrimental 
impact on the character and appearance of the canalside area. While there 
maybe an impact on the residential amenities of neighbouring properties, 
condition will be imposed in order to minimise any potential noise issues.”  

The plans received the backing of the parish council, while the Canal and 
River Trust had no objections.  

 

 

 

 

 

Ms Collins added: “This is a large scale development which will be visible 
within the rural landscape. However it is mainly being created through the 
use of existing buildings and other commercial land. As the haulage      
company ceased trading a number of years ago this area of the site has 
become an eyesore and therefore its re-use in connection with an existing 
tourist business would be of benefit to the area.”  

.  

Revamp of Whixall Marina  
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Restore the Monty Appeal report 

A fundraising update from Michael Limbrey, Chairman of the Montgomery 
Waterway Restoration Trust (MWRT). This is what halfway across a bridge 
looks like! 
 

Have you been able to keep up with everything that is happening?  The 

Montgomery Canal Lottery project, as well as supporting the Society’s work 

below Pryce’s Bridge, is bringing the latest and last extension to the Aston 

reserves, dredging on two isolated lengths in Wales, repairs at Carreghoffa, 

towpath improvements, and community activities such as the successful 

displays over the winter at Welshpool, Newtown, Oswestry and Montgomery. 

 

But it’s not just the Lottery driving the restoration.  A local authority 

representative was keen recently to point out how important volunteers are 

too: not only those on work parties of course, but also the retired 

professionals who are helping plans for the next stages of restoration, and of 

course the Restore the Montgomery Canal! Appeal team, bringing together 

the Society, Friends of the Montgomery Canal and IWA. 

 

The first Restore the Montgomery Canal! target is Schoolhouse Bridge.  The 

good news is that we have got half the bridge!  Over £170,000, that’s a little 

over half what we expect the bridge to cost – an amazing achievement so 

huge thanks are due to everyone who has helped in whatever way. 

 

But if restoration is not to stop at Crickheath, we do need the other half.  The 

Appeal group is developing ideas for more fund-raising: there are plans for 

Welshpool’s Transport Festival and ‘Music for the Monty’,  for taking the 

Appeal to Braunston Gathering of Historic Boats, and here and in other ways 

to get the Appeal to people who care for the Montgomery Canal, who care for 

canals, who support what the restored canal can bring to our area, or who 

didn't know they were any of the above! 

 

If restoration is not to stop at Crickheath, we need to work out what to do as 

well as how to fund it.  The great news is that local authorities on both sides 

of the border are responding to the canal in a very positive way: 

 

• Following a presentation to its Cabinet, Powys County Council has 

adopted a policy recognising the canal as one of the county’s most 

significant tourism assets and supporting its re-opening 
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• After meeting leading councillors of Shropshire Council we are working 

out the procedures for rebuilding Schoolhouse Bridge and exploring 

ways the Council can help us seek further funding 

• At a recent meeting chaired by Assembly Member Russell George we 

had the opportunity to tell Wales’ Tourism Minister about our plans for 

the canal 

• We are also looking for ways to engage with Westminster 

• After discussions with Powys highway engineers we are examining the 

possibilities for Walls and Williams bridges; Maerdy and Arddleen on 

the trunk road, not the County Council’s responsibility, are being 

looked at too 

• Now Welshpool Town Council’s new Town & Community Plan includes 

active support for the restoration, the Council is working to identify and 

create the new off-line nature reserves needed under the Conservation 

Management Strategy which can help to open the canal for more 

boating.  

 

So, if restoration is not to stop at Crickheath, how do we meet the challenge 

of funding the other half of Schoolhouse Bridge? 

 

While the Appeal team is looking for places and events to take the Appeal, 
for opportunities online or through social media, and for other ways to raise 
funds, there is a limit to what the we can achieve on our own – and we know 
other worthy canal projects are keen to raise funds too.  News of the Appeal 
can be found on www.RestoreTheMontgomeryCanal.uk, but I am sure there 
will be members who have more ideas.   
 

This Appeal is a combined effort by all of us who want to see the canal open: 

if you have an idea for funding the next stages – a coffee-morning, village 

fair, online crowdfunding, sponsored John O’Groats to Lands End … please 

don’t keep it to yourself! 

 

Between us, we can make sure restoration doesn’t stop at Crickheath. 

 

Michael Limbrey 

 
 
 

 

http://www.RestoreTheMontgomeryCanal.uk/
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In the late hours of Thursday 15
th
 March, boaters who were moored near to 

the aqueduct between bridges 27 & 28 on the Middlewich branch of the 

Shropshire Union Canal, noticed that water levels were dropping. 

Having inspected Wardle Lock, which was found to be all in order, a group of 

boaters undertook further investigation walking along the towpath from 

Wardle Lock and discovered  a major breach in the canal embankment, 

where water was continuing to flow out of the canal near to the aqueduct over 

the River Wardle.  It was then established that water was flowing freely 

through Stanthorne Lock, where both the gate and underground paddles had 

been left open. 

 

 

 Middlewich Breach Report  

© Eoin Anderson 
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One boater had a lucky escape as his boat was very close to the breach as 

this picture shows! 

Canal & River Trust personnel attended the site and were on duty all night 

dealing with the breach. Over the next few days engineers and operational 

personnel assessed the breach, establishing what works would be the priority 

and also organising a fish rescue and tree assessment. 

A temporary dam was installed by CRT on the Middlewich side of the breach 

site to enable water to be pumped from the Trent & Mersey Canal so that 

about 20 stranded boats could be refloated and moved to safety. 

Unfortunately, the boat situated close to the breach site remains marooned. 

Before this section was put back into water, many members of the local 

volunteer group, SUMBA (Shropshire Union and Middlewich Branch 

Adopters) in conjunction with the IWA, assisted in removing some of the 

rubbish from the drained section, which included mattresses, tyres, traffic 

cones and bicycles. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

© Eoin Anderson 
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Still open for Business!! 

At the Middlewich end of the branch, the canal is closed and is likely to be 
for some time. However, access to the Middlewich branch can be gained 
from the Shropshire Union Canal at Barbridge Junction. 

This very attractive stretch of the canal is open for about 6 miles from      
Barbridge Junction with access to various businesses to include two        
marinas, Aqueduct and Venetian, Midway Boats and an all-important       
watering hole, the Badger Inn at Church Minshull. 

The winding hole between Hollingshead Bridge 16 and Weaver’s Bridge 18 
is the closest up stream for navigation, with the Middlewich Junction for 
down stream cruising. 

 

 

Latest news from CRT 

Since the breach occurred on March 15
th
, the Canal & River Trust (CRT) 

have been very busy with contacting affected boaters, local residents and 
landowners. Ecologists have been engaged to assess the impact on the  
local wildlife, in particular a badger sett, which is situated on the               
embankment opposite. This is near to the breach site and will require a    
disturbance  licence. Cameras have also been installed to monitor any badg-
er activity in the area.  

 

From a timescale point of view the CRT estimate that it will take               
approximately six months from June to complete the necessary work. Con-
tractors have now been able to install an access road and further work will 
be required to enable construction vehicles to access the bed of the canal. A 
considerable amount of survey work has also had to be undertaken to     
assess the condition of the arch of the aqueduct, but whilst no damage to 
the arch has been detected, further assessments are needed to establish 
whether construction vehicles will be able to cross it. 

 

Richard Parry, the Chief Executive of the CRT visited the site early in April 
and said how very impressed he was by the support shown by the local 
community and that the CRT are very grateful to all those, who have been 
involved so far. 

 

 

 Page 27 Cuttings Summer 2018 

 

Emergency Funding Appeal 

The cost of the repairs has been estimated by the Canal & River Trust to be 
somewhere in in the region of £2 - £3 million pounds and has launched an 
emergency appeal, with a dedicated web page and updates and information 
how to donate to the appeal. 

 

The webpage can be accessed via your internet browser by typing: 

https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/about-us/our-regions/north-wales-and-borders-
waterways/middlewich-branch-breach 

If you do not have internet access, you can donate in other ways: 

Text: LEAK515 to 70070 to give £5 (you will be charged £5 + one message at 
your standard network rate} 

Or: 

Donate by post: FREEPOST RSXX-XSGE-KKUE, FAO: Shropshire Union 
Appeal, Canal & River Trust, Station House, 500 Elder Gate, Milton Keynes, 
MK9 1BB 

 

 

Many of you will remember that in Autumn 2016 the Society planted 
additional tulip and daffodil bulbs in the planters at Frankton locks as the area 
had been sadly neglected.  Members also painted the metal troughs with 
black paint which really smartened them up, and also gave the fence a coat 
of Cuprinol.  CRT contractors, Fountains gave the hedges a really good cut 
early in 2017 before the birds started nesting and the area looked so much 
better. 

We planted a number of perennials in the troughs which gave a good bit of 
colour the early summer and also some annual bedding plants were added in 
June and everything looked really nice throughout the summer months. 

Our efforts did not go unnoticed and the regular lock keeper planted some 
herbs and vegetables, and then added some colourfully planted pots around 
the lock hut, with some additional planting around the lock signs.  The lock 
keeper and his band of volunteers have now arranged with CRT to adopt the 
area and keep everything neat and tidy.  We thank Chris (the lock keeper) 
and his volunteers for taking on this very important task so that boaters enjoy 
a floral welcome to the Montgomery Canal 

Gill Robertson 

 

  

Frankton Locks Enhancement 

https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/about-us/our-regions/north-wales-and-borders-waterways/middlewich-branch-breach
https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/about-us/our-regions/north-wales-and-borders-waterways/middlewich-branch-breach
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Restoration Conference 

It’s April, so it must be Bilston. 
 
For the second year the IWA/CRT Restoration Conference was held in the 
Black Country.  About a hundred people came, representing more than forty 
waterway groups from the Northern Reaches to Norfolk and Sussex.  Our 
friends from the Shrewsbury & Newport were probably the biggest delegation 
and Whitchurch was well represented too.  Two engineers who are helping 
us with Montgomery bridges were there, and two others who have helped us 
in the past.   
 
The day was opened by IWA National Chairman Ivor Caplan.  The case for 
waterways has always been central to IWA’s campaign and its latest 
presentation was featured underlining the benefits that come at every stage 
of a restoration project.  IWA’s Restoration Hub – the forum for the exchange 
of experience to receive questions and find answers across the world of  
restoration – had informed the topics for the day’s events. 
 
CRT Restoration Manager Sam Anderson-Brown managed the proceedings 
and the Conference was closed by Julie Sharman, now Chief Operating  
Officer, who knows the Montgomery Canal well, emphasising CRT’s support 
for what we all do. 
 
Each year this Conference is a reminder of the number and variety of  
projects across the country and the range of issues to be tackled.  We had 
presentations on effective campaigning, community engagement, Health and 
Safety and water abstraction (important if we are to get to Newtown); there 
were break-out sessions on dredging, social media, constitutional issues and 
volunteer management: there is always something to learn. 
 
One question still has to be answered: he said he might, will Richard Parry 
visit the Triathlon this year, or even join in? 

Michael Limbrey 

Llanymynech Canal Wharf  

Join us for trips on the "GEORGE WATSON BUCK" on Sunday afternoons  
and Bank Holidays, between 1.30 and 4.30. Easter to the end of September. 

Trips last approx. 30 mins on the isolated length of the Montgomery Canal at 
Llanymynech.  Visit our shop for teas, coffee, snacks or souvenirs. Parking 
next to the Heritage Area and CRT yard. 

Roy Mansell 

 

 Page 29 Cuttings Summer 2018 

Cheshire Cat Narrowboat Holidays 
 
Hire one of our comfortable, 2 - 8 berth narrowboats 
to explore the beautiful canals of Cheshire, 
Shropshire and North Wales.  Take the trip of a 
lifetime over the world-famous Pontcysyllte Aqueduct, 
visit historic Chester, the Anderton Boat Lift or cruise 
around the Four Counties or Cheshire Rings. 
Based at Overwater Marina, just north of Audlem. 
 

Full tuition given, pets welcome at no extra charge. 
 

www.cheshirecatnarrowboats.co.uk 
Call 07867 790195 for more details. 
 

Cheshire Cat Training 
Narrowboat Handling courses to suit all abilities.  Half
-day basic boat handling, RYA Inland Waterways 
Helmsman and Inland Waterways Crew certificates, 
two day Life Afloat courses. 
 

Phone 07867 790195 for details of our next course. 
 
www.cheshirecattraining.co.uk 

M & L Canal Services 
 

• Boat Safety Scheme Examinations and remedial work 

• Breakdown and Call-out service 

• Engine Servicing and repairs 

• Plumbing and Electrical work 

• LPG gas installations, testing and repairs  

• Gas Safe registered 
 
Call Mark on 07970 384047 

http://www.cheshirecatnarrowboats.co.uk
http://www.cheshirecattraining.co.uk
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0871 200 8021 

 

 Page 31 Cuttings Summer 2018 

CRT appeal for volunteers 

The Canal & River Trust charity is appealing for volunteers to join towpath 
taskforces at canal visitor hotspots in Chester, Audlem, Anderton Boat Lift, 
near Northwich, and at Trevor Basin, looking after the Pontcysyllte Aqueduct 
and the Llangollen Canal World Heritage Site. 

As the busy summer season approaches, the Trust is keen to recruit new  
volunteers who enjoy the big outdoors to help with the challenging task of 
caring for 2,000 miles of canals across England and Wales. 

No experience is necessary to join one of these practical work parties, which 
meet at least once a month, to carry out tasks such as hedge-laying, repairing 
bridges, grass cutting, vegetation clearance and painting lock gates. 

Volunteering opportunities are available with the Chester Towpath Taskforce 
which meets on the last Saturday of each month, Audlem on the second   
Saturday, Anderton Boat Lift on the first Wednesday and Trevor Basin on the 
second Wednesday. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jason Watts, volunteer coordinator with the Canal & River Trust, explained: 
“We have a mammoth task keeping our canals looking their best for visitors. 
Volunteers play a vital role in ensuring essential maintenance tasks get     
carried out so everyone enjoys these popular waterside locations.   

The camaraderie amongst the teams is great and for people who enjoy  work-
ing outdoors in the fresh air, it is the perfect way to make a positive   contribu-
tion to your local community and do something really worthwhile.” 

To find out more about volunteering or donating to the Canal & River Trust, 
please check out the website: www.canalrivertrust.org.uk, email                 
enquiries.northwalesborders@canalrivertrust.org.uk or telephone 0303 040 
4040. 

http://www.canalcontracting.co.uk/
http://www.canalrivertrust.org.uk
mailto:enquiries.northwalesborders@canalrivertrust.org.uk
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In 2016, the Gnosall Towpath Restoration (GTR) group planted the seed of 
idea – transform a neglected, weed infested bank just north of bridge 35 into 
a good looking and practical  towpath amenity for the pleasure and use of 
visiting boaters, cyclists and villagers alike.  

“All” that was needed was: 

 Widen the towpath and surface the widened parts with stone   

 Stabilize the bank with steel gabions; build sleeper retaining walls 

 Provide cycle lock anchor points; and get rid of the weeds 

 Shift tons of soil; plant long term shrubs and short-term flowers 

 Get rid of the weeds (again)… 

As yet there are no herbs in the herb bed but they will soon be introduced in 
a controlled tidy way. They will then be available for anyone to use 
responsibly. 

The completed project was officially opened by Richard Parry, Chief 
Executive of the Canal & River Trust on May 6

th
 - a gloriously sunny bank 

holiday.  Representatives from Gnosall Parish Council, Gnosall Towpath 
Restoration, Canal & River Trust, Shrewsbury & Newport Canal Trust and 
Shropshire Union Canal Society along with Harry Arnold MBE were given a 
guided tour of the towpath with various improvement works carried out by 
GTR being viewed before the ceremonial cutting of the ribbon to unveil a 
new information board alongside the herb garden. Richard Parry was very 
complimentary in recognising the huge amount of work that has been put in 
by a small but determined and enthusiastic group of local volunteers.  
 
GTR are always on the lookout for new volunteers. For more details of 
upcoming work parties and how to get involved please visit 
www.gnosallparishcouncil.org/gtr 

Gnosall Herb Garden  
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Urgently wanted: Volunteers needed to help collect money and support 
the buskers in Welshpool on Saturday 23rd and Sunday 24th June. 

Please contact Dawn Aylwin 01691 830403 or d.aylwin@btinternet.com 

 

 

News flash-One Crow 

Sorrow replace 

The Kytes in 

our line up. 

 

 

One Crow Sorrow 

http://www.gnosallparishcouncil.org/gtr
mailto:d.aylwin@btinternet.com
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Audlem Mill shop refit 

There has been a big change round in the canalside shop at Audlem Mill, 
alongside the Shropshire Union Canal, to reflect the success of  Canal Book 
Shop, the specialist canal book publishing venture started about six years 
ago. 

Much of the ground floor area of the shop has just been refitted and moved 
round, to create a dedicated area for the 500+ new canal books, and three 
bookshelves full of secondhand canal and railway books, which the owners 
Peter and Christine Silvester believe is the widest retail selection in the 
country.  There is now one whole wall dedicated to original paintings of canal 
scenes, together with a good selection of prints, and all this is supplemented 
for four weeks at Easter with the canal art exhibition held in conjunction with 
the Guild of Waterway Artists. Many customers have commented on the new 
layout in the shop, saying that it looks much larger, lighter and more open.   

To date, CanalBookShop has published fifteen books – mostly new titles on 
various historical aspects of the canals, but there have been a few reprints, 
including classics such as Colours of the Cut, Journeys of the Swan, and 
Green & Silver. 

On the first floor, Audlem Mill also houses a very popular needlework shop, 
with embroidery, knitting, rag rugging etc., and there are more gifts in the 
Canal Shop to complement the new layout. 

Peter & Christine, who have been running Audlem Mill for just over eleven 
years, wish to thank all the visitors who have commented favourably on the 
new layout.  A warm welcome awaits those who have not yet visited Audlem 
Mill. 

Peter & Christine Silverster 
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http://www.nantwichmarina.co.uk/
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Pat Wilson 

The total for the money raised in the last financial year remains at £810.00. 
Unfortunately, it was not possible for me to visit my dealer during that 
period, but the total so far for the new financial year stands at £170.00, 
which is excellent bearing in mind that so few stamps are used in these days 
of electronic communication. 

A big thank you goes to the following members:- 

 

Mr & Mrs George  S Lalieu     B Day 

D Aylwin   C H Makepeace    J Webber 

P Bradley & friends V & E Moses   S & M Foote 

D Brown   H & D Newall   D & A Williams 

Q & P Brown  C & D Owen-Roberts   M Frances 

V Buck   Rosalind (no surname given) J Harding 

R & J Cox & friends T Hesselgrove & friends  A Sexton 

A Crofts   S Stevenson   Video Active 

D Dawson   Dr & Mrs Tredgill   nb  Bilbo Baggins 

Canal & River Trust         Cheshire Cat Narrowboats  Anon x 2 

 

Stamps Coins & Post Cards 

The section of the main line that runs close to Market Drayton (bridges 61 to 
65) has since 1

st
 March this year been adopted by Market Drayton Community 

Partnership. 

Along this one mile stretch local volunteers are able to carry out the following: 

Light vegetation works, minor repairs to canal side furniture and fences,      
repainting of canal side furniture and signage, litter picking, assisting Canal & 
River Trust employees with towpath resurfacing. 

The group has already made a start with the painting and litter picking whilst 
this year’s weather has caused a postponement on more than one occasion. 

The aim is to improve the area for visiting boaters and resurface the towpath. 

Terry O’Brien 

Canal adoption - Market Drayton 
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A much-loved playground by the Shropshire Union Canal in Nantwich has 
been refurbished, thanks to the Canal & River Trust charity, WREN and  
Nantwich Town Council.  

The children’s play area on Marsh Lane has benefited from a complete 
£58,000 renovation, including a new wide slide, swings, bench and safety 
flooring.  

The Canal & River Trust, which cares for 2,000 miles of canals, owns the 
land and was granted funding from WREN’s FCC Community Action Fund to 
improve the existing playground, which is now a welcoming, safe and        
accessible facility for the community and visitors to enjoy. Cllr Arthur Moran 
also supported the project with £1,000 from his Nantwich town ward budget. 

Sarah Lalieu, Enterprise Manager at the Canal & River Trust said: “We’re 
delighted to re-open the Marsh Lane playground. Being near the centre of the 
town, it’s very popular with local children and visitors alike. We hope all the 
youngsters will enjoy playing on the lovely new equipment and parents will 
appreciate the improved safety features. The Shropshire Union Canal        
provides a beautiful setting for families enjoying some quality time in the   
outdoors.”  

WREN is a not-for-profit business that awards grants for community,         
biodiversity and heritage projects from funds donated by FCC Environment 
through the Landfill Communities Fund.  

Richard Smith, WREN’s grant manager for Cheshire, commented: “We’re 
pleased to support the Marsh Lane Play Area project and delighted our   
funding has provided such a fantastic facility for children and young families 
across Nantwich. WREN is always happy to consider grant applications for 
projects that make a big difference to local communities.”  

Playground refurbishment 
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   Annual subscriptions 

 

 

New Members 

 

We all extend a warm welcome to our latest members- 

 Mrs W Capelle of Northwich     

 Mr and Mrs Eames of St Martins, Oswestry 

 Mr I Dewar of Gloucester as a life member 

 Mr P Emanuel and Ms J Harman of Brentwood 

 Mr and Mrs Deason of Aldershot as life members 

Ian Hendley 

 

Annual subscriptions for the year to 30 June 2019 are due on 1 July - if 
you wish to use on-line banking, please quote your membership number 
as a reference together with the following the details: 

Shropshire Union Canal Society; Sort Code 55-50-05; Acct No 
01630962 

Our subscription remains unchanged at £10 annually for a single, double 
or family membership.   

Gift Aid forms an important part of the Society’s annual income and, 
whilst a number of members have completed a Gift Aid Declaration, a 
significant minority have yet to do so  If you pay income or capital gains 
tax and have yet to complete a declaration, please ask me for the form - 
it costs you nothing! 

The Society depends on a steady influx of new members so if you know 
of anybody who would like to join, please point them at our website 
which contains a down-loadable membership application.  Alternatively, 
contact me and I will send you a small pack of membership applications 
and publicity leaflets. 

You can contact me about these or any other membership matter at 28, 
Millfield Drive, Market Drayton TF9 1HS, telephone 01630 656525 or by 
email to sucsmemsec@btinternet.com.   

Ian Hendley 
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The Spring 2018 issue of Cuttings included as short item about the building 

of Oakengates Tunnel in 1847, on the railway line between Birmingham and 

Shrewsbury, which passed under the Shropshire Canal. 

On 26 September 1855 canal water poured through the roof of the tunnel 

because a pit shaft had not been adequately capped.  Joseph Locke, who 

had carried out the original survey had planned to take the railway 39 feet 

below the canal but it had been built much higher.  Concerns had been 

expressed at the time of the line’s opening but Robert Stephenson had 

declared it to be ‘perfectly safe’.  In September 1854 the line became part of 

the Great Western Railway, which accepted responsibility for the repairs. 

Peter Brown 

  Oakengates Tunnel  

mailto:sucsmemsec@btopenworld.com
http://www.swanleybridgemarina.com/
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Brain of Monty Quiz 

Just a reminder to any of you who purchased copies of the Brain of Monty 
Quiz that entries must be returned before 30

th
 June 2018, when the winner 

will be announced on the Restore The Montgomery Canal website.  It is not 
too late to get a copy and enter – just send £1 to me with a self -addressed 
stamped envelope and I will get a copy to you.   

From past experience £1 coins travel easily through the post, suitably 
wrapped.  However notes and cheques are far safer.  Cheques should be 
made payable to: Restore the Montgomery Canal and sent to:  Brain of 
Monty Quiz, Tan-Y-Graig, Sun Bank, Llangollen, LL20 8EG   

Gill Robertson 

Update:Grindley Brook Open Day 

The planned open day at Grindley Brook stair case locks was cancelled by 

CRT due to the prevailing weather conditions. 
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Due to the breach on the Middlewich Branch we have moved our May 25
th
 to 

28
th
 lock wind to New Marton top lock on the Llangollen Canal.  We hope this 

venue will be a success and will report on it in the next edition of Cuttings. 

We are taking the stall to Trevor Basin on Sunday 17
th
 June and are hopeful 

that as it is Fathers Day there will be a lot of families enjoying a walk on the 
aqueduct, who will buy our jams, marmalades and chutney. We will also be 
taking the table top bagatelle game which proved very popular at the 
previous event. 

15
th
 July will find us at Charlies in Welshpool at their ‘Summer Crank Up’ 

selling preserves and other items, again we will have the bagatelle game. 

11
th
 August will find us at Ellesmere Charity Market at the end of the canal 

arm, we had a successful day there in 2017 and are hopeful it will be well 

attended this year. 

We are awaiting the outcome of the May lock wind and information on the 
breach repair on the Middlewich branch before making a decision on where 
the August one will be held.  We are also considering a mid-week two-day 
lock wind at the end of July.  Anyone able to offer help, please let me know 
on nbrosie2002@gmail.com and I will send full details on dates and location 
as soon as they are known. 

Gill Robertson 

 
Society Archives 

Fundraising 2018 

The society would like to 
take this opportunity 
to thank Mr Rice of 
Leeds for supplying 
photographs of his 
family's holiday on the 
Shroppie in 1989 for 
inclusion in the archives. 
The family are shown 
here at Wardle Lock in 
June 1989.  

Any other photographic 
contributions to the 
archives will be gratefully 
received!! 

Rich Hamp, Archivist 

http://www.overwatermarina.co.uk/
mailto:nbrosie2002@gmail.com
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Shop online to help SUCS! 

 
Do you shop online?  If so please consider helping the Society by creating an 
account with Give as You Live (www.giveasyoulive.com)  It costs nothing, 
and the only details required from you are an email address and a password, 
and the name of your chosen charity which we would like you to set up as 
Shropshire Union Canal Society.  When you shop on line, log in to your Give 
as You Live account and select the store you wish to use - Amazon, eBay, 
John Lewis, Debenhams, M & S to name but a few.  Any purchases you 
make will attract a percentage donation (varies from store to store but is 
shown online) direct to the Society.  Please help us – it is so easy to do and 
costs you nothing! 
Also with holidays being considered for 2018 you can also book with Saga, 
Expedia, Booking.com and Hotels.com to name but a few, through Give as 
You Live – just consider how a percentage of your next world cruise cost 
would help the Society! 

Thank you                  Gill Robertson 

 

 

 

 

Spotted recently by 
Stephen Palmer whilst 
walking along the Monty, 
just out of Llanymynech 
heading towards 
Carreghoffa - this pair of 
swans nesting on 
someone’s lawn!! The 
nest was less than 6ft 
away from their 
conservatory, with the 
hen contentedly sitting 
on a clutch of eggs. 
What a lovely view for 
the residents! 

 

Stephen Palmer 

Swans on the Monty 
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Chas Hardern Boats Ltd est 1972 

 

Family run 2 - 6 berth warm and comfortable narrowboats for hire.  All year 

cruising.  Short breaks generally available.  Dog friendly.  Excellent tuition.  

 

Services on site: diesel, gas, pump-out, gift shop. 

 

Also: Gas Safe engineer, 24hr breakdown service.  40 years experience with 

all engine and internal boat repairs. 

 

Members of IWA, BMF, APCO, FSB  Hireboat  handover external audit  

 

T: 01829 732595 E-mail: Chasboats@aol.com Web: www.chashardern.co.uk 

  

 

In February the Tidy Town Team in Llangollen cleared around the four 
wooden seats on the towpath between Llangollen Wharf and the Horseshoe 
Falls in readiness for the coming tourist season.  The towpath in Llangollen is 
visited by thousands each year so the work in keeping the seats clear of 
weeds and rubbish is essential and very much appreciated by the Canal 

Society.  The site of the 
annual Eisteddfod is 
alongside the canal and 
the Tidy Town Team will 
be carrying out a full clear 
up of any litter etc on 
June 29

th
 around the 

wharf, marina and 
towpath.  

Gill Robertson 

  

Tidy Town Team in Llangollen 

http://www.giveasyoulive.com
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Chas-Hardern-Boats/239576126090656?ref=ts&fref=ts
mailto:chasboats@aol.com
http://www.chashardern.co.uk
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  23/24 June  Welshpool Transport Festival inc Music for the Monty 

   Welshpool Wharf 

  1 July  SUCS subscriptions due! 

  2 July   Montgomery Canal Forum  

   Welshpool Town Hall @ 2.30pm 

  21 July   Aqueduct Marina Open Event 

  28/29 July   Gathering of Historic Boats and Festival of 

   Transport, Audlem 

  24 – 27 August  Lockwind for SUCS – location TBA  

  1/2 September  Whitchurch Waterways Trust Boat Rally 

   Whitchurch Arm, Llangollen Canal 

 

Dates for your Diary - 2018 
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Copy Deadlines 

Cuttings is published 4 times per year, in June, September, December and 
March.  Copy deadlines are 1st May, 1st August, 1st November and 1st 
February. COPY CANNOT BE ACCEPTED AFTER THESE DATES. 

Cuttings Editors:   Rod & Carol Hamilton-King  
                             01630 656732 or R: 07889 171598 or C: 07788 750474 
                             41 Waterside Drive, Market Drayton, Shropshire, TF9 1HU 
                             E-mail: sucuttingseditor@gmail.com 
 

The views expressed in Cuttings are not necessarily those of the Shropshire 
Union Canal Society. 

Contacting Cuttings 

 Articles for Cuttings 

We are always pleased to receive contributions for Cuttings.  Text, photos 
etc. can be sent by post or by e-mail.  If you are ‘no good at the words’ 
simply send us the basis of your idea with all the relevant details and we will 
gladly put an article together for you. 

 

BOAT SAFETY CERTIFICATES 
 

competitive rates 
 

10% discount for SUCS members! 

ALL BORDER COUNTIES WATERWAYS COVERED 

NEAL DODD MABSE 
 
 

01686 630250 (evenings) 

BSS Authorised Examiner 
 

 

 
wharfhouse@yahoo.co.uk 

http://www.hackgreen.co.uk/
mailto:wharfhouse@yahoo.co.uk
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For more information contact: 

Advertising in Cuttings 

The advertising rates are: 

 

Half page:  £75.00 for one year (four issues) 
Full page:  £125.00 for one year (four issues) 

 

There is a 10% discount for Commercial Members.  Adverts can start in any 
issue and will be invoiced annually.  
 

To find out more please contact Advertising Manager, Roger Beswick on 
01244 332553 or e-mail haslemere@chester50.plus.com. 

Discounts from our Advertisers 
Boat Safety Examiner Neal Dodd offers a discount to SUCS members. See 
advert for details. 

Please Support our Advertisers 

Please mention that you saw their advert in Cuttings magazine! 

Work Party Dates for 2018 

Collection Boxes 

 
The income from boxes was £1497 for the 2017 financial year - slightly lower 
than 2016, I'm afraid, but still a decent return on effort.  Thanks to our 
collecting team for their continued work; and if you think there's an 
opportunity for a little yellow box in a business near you, just get in touch! 

Sarah Thursfield 

1/2/3 June 
6/7/8 July 
3/4/5 August 
7/8/9 September 
5/6/7 October 
2/3/4 November 

David Carter 01244 661440, 
E-mail: dcartersucs@gmail.com 
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I hereby apply for election as a member of the above Society and agree to 
abide by the rules of the Society.  I enclose my remittance for ………………..* 
being my subscription for the year ended 30 June 201… 
 
 
Signed  …………………………………………………..   Date  ………………….. 
PLEASE PRINT IN BLOCK CAPITALS 
 
 
Name  ………………………………………………… (Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms/Dr/Rev) 
 
 
Address  ……………………………………………………………………………… 
 
 
……………………………………………………………...Post Code  …………… 
 
 
Telephone  ……………………………  E-mail  …………………………………… 
Single, Joint, Family: £10  Juniors under 18: £5  Life Membership £200 
If you are applying for Junior Membership please state your age here ………. 
 

Membership Number (for renewals)  ……………………………………………… 
If you are a United Kingdom tax payer please sign the Gift Aid declaration 
below to enable the Society to reclaim the tax paid on your donations 
(including subscriptions). 
 

Name of Society: The Shropshire Union Canal Society 
I want the charity to treat all donations I have made over the last four years 
and all donations I make hereafter as Gift Aid donations. 
 
Signature  ……………………………………………………..  Date …………….. 
 If it is more convenient for you and helps the Society if you pay by Standing 
Order or direct transfer.  Please ask for the appropriate form or set it up with 
your bank using National Westminster Bank Sort Code 55-50-05, account 
number 01630962 and give your membership number or post code as the 
identifying reference.  If you pay automatically PLEASE LET THE 
MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY KNOW.  Please send completed forms to: Ian 
Hendley, Membership Secretary, 28 Millfield Drive, Market Drayton, TF9 
1HS. Telephone: 01630 656525  E-mail: sucsmemsec@btinternet.com 

 

Tick here if you have paid by Standing Order or Direct Transfer 
 
Tick here if you are happy to receive Cuttings by e-mail 

 

 

Application for Membership or Membership Renewal  of 

the Shropshire Union Canal Society 

mailto:haslemere@chester50.plus.com
mailto:dcartersucs@gmail.com
mailto:sucsmemsec@btinternet.com
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http://www.everythingcanalboats.com/

