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Chairman’s Report  

Hopefully the recent return of some rain to the British Isles will go some way 
to help those depleted reservoirs that feed the whole canal infrastructure and 
allow for the numerous individual canals to be reopened as soon as possible. 
Equally we look forward to the Canal and River Trust's recent management 
reorganisation plans 'bedding down' and leading to a greater constructive 
future. The SUC area is now split, for operational purposes, into the North 
West and West Midlands Regions. 

The Middlewich breach continues to have a large impact on the lack of boat 
movements over the system. Work has been progressing on planning and 
putting the necessary infrastructure  in place to activate the start of repair 
work which, hopefully, will be completed by the end of the year at a cost of 
between £2m and £3m.  

Whilst the society's volunteers continue to progress work on the Montgomery 
Canal restoration front - with the ambition of rewatering the current section by 
the end of the year, a number of events have done much to highlight the 
canal's existence to the general public. The Welshpool Music Festival was 
held over a sunny weekend in June and proved to be a very well attended 
event.  The same weekend saw the 'Restore the Montgomery' team in 
attendance at the annual Historic Narrowboat Rally at Braunston and the boat 
parade included Steam Boat Ictus following it's journey to the event by canal 
from Maesbury on the Montgomery Canal. 

July saw the Montgomery Waterway Restoration Trusts' annual Forum, held 
this year in Welshpool, with talks on the wildlife value of the canal and the 
opportunities to develop business outlets as the restoration proceeds. 

The society was represented at the Green Flag Award, held on 20th July at 
Frankton Locks. This award is in recognition of the canal's rural beauty, 
diverse wildlife and the enthusiastic commitment of volunteers and covers the 
eight mile length from Frankton Locks to Maesbury Marsh. 

The August Bank holiday weekend sees the society return for another Lock 
Wind at New Marton Top Lock on the Llangollen Canal following our very 
successful event in May.  This is a major fundraising weekend for the society 
and new faces are always welcome. Lastly, but by no means least, the 
society will be holding its AGM in October at Acton Parish Hall near Nantwich 
(for further details see page 16). Your Trustees have deliberately tried to find 
venues in different areas to allow for more access for our members  and, 
consequently, we look forward to seeing you at the AGM so that you have an 
opportunity to ask us any questions about the society's activities. 

       Rich Hamp, SUCS Chairman 
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Well, who expected the summer we have had and at the time of writing this, 
we are still enjoying. There may have been a shortage of water on the    
Middlewich Arm due to the breach, but many of the canals on the national 
network have suffered from water shortages due to the exceptionally dry 
weather. Fortunately, the canals with the Shropshire Union Canals system 
appear to have come through relatively unscathed, allowing boaters access 
to the beautiful surrounding countryside. 

Highlights over the last few months have seen a Green Flag award won by 
the Montgomery Canal Restoration Trust for the eight mile stretch from 
Frankton locks to Maesbury Marsh. 

During the period since the last issue, there have been a few events for the 
Restore the Montgomery Appeal, with 250 participants in the Montgomery 
Canal Triathlon, the Welshpool Transport Festival, together with an        
attendance of the steam launch Ictus at the Braunston Historic Boat festival. 
All the events have helped to raise funds for the appeal. 

 

The Norbury Festival also returned this year with good attendance along 
with the Audlem Historic Boats weekend in July. Whilst the weather was not 
as warm as it had been, with some wet and windy weather, several hundred 
people attended the event.  

Rod & Carol Hamilton-King 

Editors of Cuttings 

 

Editorial 

Error on email contact address 

In the last edition of Cuttings there was an unfortunate printing  error—

can everyone please note the email address for contacting Rod & Carol 

Hamilton-King should have read sucuttingseditor@gmail.com.  Please 

accept our apologies for any confusion. 

mailto:sucuttings@btinternet.com
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Montgomery Appeal Report 

Are We Appealing Enough? 

The Restore the Montgomery Canal! appeal is looking beyond Crickheath so 
at the Montgomery Canal Forum I was able to outline the planning for the 
future, in Newtown, Welshpool, Llanymynech and Schoolhouse Bridge. 

Planning is detailed, we are fortunate to have help from expert volunteers 
with experience on major civil engineering projects.  The tender document for 
a Ground Investigation Survey at Schoolhouse Bridge (two boreholes) is over 
forty pages long.  Life is very different from the days of those early navvies 
who started the restoration. 

And of course we need the funds.  Our latest appeal, Bridge the Gap to finish 
the fund-raising for Schoolhouse Bridge, is supported by TV star boaters 
(and Vice-Presidents of the Montgomery Waterway Restoration Trust)     
Timothy West and Prunella Scales.  Our leaflet in the waterways journals and 
at canal events has had a terrific response with both one-off and regular 
monthly donations. Welcome news indeed. 

To bridge more of the gap, the appeal has been out and about at events big 
and small including:   

The Montgomery Canal Triathlon: 
Nearly 250 participants, many from far 
afield, supported by an army of           
marshals took part this year.  (Happy to 
report Richard Parry CEO of CRT did 
take part in two sections.)  The Triathlon 
was started by Newtown’s Deputy Mayor 
and was clearly    enjoyed by all who took 
part.  Entrants were generous with      
donations, hopefully we will exceed last 
years total raised. 

Welshpool Transport Festival: a new event led by Welshpool Town Council 
with waterway activities including coracles, 
canoes and paddle boards.  Cracker had 
moved with ‘Countess’ from Maesbury and 
was very popular.  The Heulwen boats were 
running trips too and with four other canal 
boats and a couple of workboats underlined 
the fact that boats bring the canal alive       
( otherwise we could just finish the towpath 
and leave the rest!).   
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The Festival also featured the narrow gauge 
railway, vintage cars and buses, and         
agricultural and commercial vehicles         
including a couple of steam wagons, all 
bringing a buzz to the town. This festival was 
accompanied by ‘Music for the Monty’ with 
buskers on the streets (and at the heritage 
railway station) – all with appeal display 
boards and collecting buckets – and a      
concert on the  Saturday evening.  The      
musicians generously performed without 

charge to support the Montgomery appeal, and the organising team must feel 
very pleased with the success of such a complicated 
programme. 

Braunston Historic Narrowboat Festival and a 
small team including Fred Barratt took the appeal 
there.  The steam launch Ictus had travelled from 
Maesbury, emblazoned with Restore the             
Montgomery Canal! banners, and drew a lot of      
interest.  Timothy West and Prunella Scales came to 
the stand to support the appeal, and later he was 
taken for a trip on Ictus with David Suchet, who 
knows the Montgomery Canal from the opening of 
Gallowstree Bridge, Welshpool. 

The Montgomery Canal Forum, in Welshpool this 
year was the latest event; attended by local AM Russell George, recently 
joining MWRT as Vice-President, Welshpool Deputy Mayor Heather Chave, 
Oswestry’s Mayor and deputy and representatives of county and local     
councils, CRT and other interested parties.  There were presentations about 
the wildlife value of the canal and the story of the award-winning Davenports 
Tea Room situated in a remote location by the T&M Canal, showing that 
there are opportunities for a thriving business anywhere by a canal.  My 
presentation bringing the story of the Montgomery up-to-date can be seen on 
www.RestoreTheMontgomeryCanal.uk/Forum. Fortunately, the Society's  
esteemed chairman was at the meeting, so his hat was used again for one of 
our famous & successful collections!  Hold on to your hat, Rich! 

I was delighted to announce at  the Forum the Appeal had raised over 
£210,000. What exciting news! 

Donations are coming from right across the country, all bring us closer to  
restoration beyond Crickheath.  Our next plans are for Shrewsbury Steam 
Rally on 25/26 August and the Restoration Showcase on the steam tug   
Daniel Adamson on 13/14 October.  Want to help?  The small team running 
the appeal – from the Society, Friends and IWA – is always glad of help.  
You’ll be helping to get the canal beyond Crickheath: what could be better? 

Michael Limbrey 

http://www.RestoreTheMontgomeryCanal.uk/Forum
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Nantwich Aqueduct news 

 

 

New interpretation panels have 

recently been installed next to 

Thomas Telford’s historic      

aqueduct, known as ‘The    

Gateway to Nantwich’ which has 

recently been restored by the 

CRT. 

 

 

The new panel and signage, alongside 

recent improvements to a canalside   

playground are part of an partnership 

initiative to promote tourism and boost 

investment in Nantwich. 

 

Restoration work to the 1828 cast iron trough included repairs to the          

supporting masonry and cast iron parapet railings, brickwork repairs and   

repointing. The structure was then repainted. 
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On Friday July 7th the Society was host to twenty eight Canal and River 
Trust staff members at their monthly work party.  The purpose of their visit 
was to experience life as a volunteer for a day – a novelty for most of them.  
The visit was a team building exercise to provide the staff, from all levels of 
CRT, with ‘hands-on ‘ experience of the type of work undertaken by          
volunteers. On arrival the group, who came from all parts of the country, 
were given an induction session by Welfare Officer, Rich Hamp.  Project 
Manager, David Carter, then conducted a short tour of the site. 

The party was then divided into 
three smaller working groups  
under the eagle eyed  direction of            
experienced S.U.C.S. volunteers.  

Their tasks included the          
construction of newt fencing 
around a spoil reception site,   
preparing lengths of canal liner 
and work on site preparation. 

 

The day was very successful for both parties. It achieved CRT’s objective of 
providing staff who do not normally encounter volunteers with a new        
experience.  All of the jobs done would otherwise have been done by      
Society    volunteers and, since numbers were affected by the usual holiday 
season dip, the additional help was most welcome.                     Fred Barrett 

 

 

CRT Staff on the Monty 

   The CRT twenty eight 

Newt fence at  Redwith 
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 Small Tasks Team Volunteers 

After a brief interlude whilst some members went cruising (and CRT       
reorganised!) July saw us visiting Acton Bridge on the River Weaver. There 
were several jobs to be done, though it was very hot! The old steps needed 
rebuilding. This proved more difficult than it seemed at first sight, as there 
was a big boulder buried just where the bottom step needed to be. 

        

However, perseverance was rewarded and the steps were duly completed. 

 

There were many tall bollards; 
many of them had red rust on 
one side. These were painted – 
and touched up on the        
following day. 
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An old fence runs round the area, keeping the unwary off the steep bank. 
This also needed some work before painting could begin, but the end result 
was quite pleasing in spite of some holes in the uprights! 

 

Painting the mooring bollards was completed just as the first boat arrived! 

 

There is good deal of work lined up for us in the coming months. This 
includes revisiting Acton Bridge where there is more fencing, as well as a 
possible second coat of paint to the quayside. Our services are also called 
for at locks on the Llangollen Canal including Marbury, Quoisely, Willey Moor 
and Povey’s, but first we have to go to Ellesmere Festival and to Whitchurch 
Rally with our STTV stall & trip boat service. 

We are always prepared to welcome new members. Contact John Riley for 
details and any STTV matters. Phone: 01352 741322 Mobile: 07518 040632 
john.riley295@btinternet.com  

Bulletin matters to John Bannister johnbann@aol.com  

                                                                                       John  Bannister  

 

A long stretch of quayside mooring needed  
serious rust removal before painting. 
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Fishing: 

The fishing manager said the Trust has received £20K from the Angling 
Trust to fund the ‘Let’s Go Fishing’ campaign.  This money comes from the 
Environment Agency, raised through rod licences.  More qualified coaches 
are needed to run the scheme with some of the money used to train people 
for this role. Last summer’s canal based fishing matches were a success.  
The club that organised the major match on the Shroppie last year has been 
commended for doing such a good job and may well be asked to stage    
another large match in the future.  There will be several matches taking 
place in July & August along canals this year, including the Shroppie and 
also the Staffs & Worcester. It is hoped that the whole canal network will be 
‘adopted’ by different angling clubs.  The angling clubs keep good control 
and bad behaviour is reduced in club lengths.  The fishing team aim to     
encourage new clubs to adopt lengths of the canals and have had success 
with Let’s Go Fishing in areas like Middleport and Blacon where they are 
working closely with community groups. 

Community Engagement: 

Ani Sutton, engagement manager and her partner in this role.  They shared 
the update. 

Stanthorne Breach.  This event has been a major communication nightmare 
and Ani and her co-worker have been working very hard to make sure that 
the community is well informed.  They have had lots of offers of help, with 
everything from venues for meetings to fundraising and hands-on help.  It 
was the community that led to the launch of the Canal & River Trust        
fundraising appeal. Quite a few events are scheduled or have taken place to 
support the appeal. They have been busy keeping children and schools    
informed of what’s going on; making sure that safety was top of everyone’s 
list and keeping the community up to date with progress.  It is hoped to     
organise a site open day in May. 

Fishing and Blacon.  Ani is very pleased with the progress at Blacon and the 
whole length of the canal through Chester and out to Ellesmere Port.  The 
idea has been to encourage the community to use the canal, to appreciate 
what they have on their doorstep and to maintain their involvement.  This 
project is now driving itself to a large extent.  It is hoped that this will reduce 
vandalism to the canal structure, boats & the environment, keeping the local 
people on board and encouraging people to see the canal as a destination 
rather than somewhere to get through quickly. 

 

 

NWB User Group Meeting Part 2 

The North West and Borders User Group meeting was held on 17th April.  

Part 1  appeared  in Summer issue of Cuttings. 
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In Addition: 

Hurleston Sanitary Station: It has been confirmed that this station is now 
permanently closed.  It is hoped to build a new one at Wrenbury and        
discussions have been taking place with the boat yard to access water and 
mains drainage there. It is likely that, with demolition of the existing sanitary 
station at Hurleston, a new water point could be put in at that location. 

Nantwich Water Point; It has been shown that the water pressure at     
Nantwich water point varies.  The reasons for this are not currently           
understood but should the supply be made reliable, there are plans to add 
an additional water point at this location. 

Cholmondeston Water Point: This water point has now been installed.  
Work has commenced on the shed roof and connecting the water point to 
the mains supply. 

SUCS Lockwind: It is understood that Gill has commenced discussions with 
C&RT about changing the site of the SUCS lockwinds this year.  Marton 
Locks on the Llangollen Canal seems to be the preferred location. 

Chris Owen-Roberts 

The Big Lift 

On Monday 21st May 2018, the Narrowboat George Watson Buck was 
carefully lifted out of the water at Llanymynech Wharf, for much needed 
maintenance.   Repainted and looking smart it was craned back in on Friday 
25th May ready for the Bank Holiday weekend. 
 
The event was financed by generous donations 
from the Tirgwynt Wind Farm Community 
Grant, the IWA Shrewsbury District & North 
Wales branch, the Friends of the Montgomery 
Canal and the Shropshire Union Canal Society.  
Our thanks go to all of them and to the Canal 
and River Trust for all their help. 
 
 
The trip boat is operated by the Llanymynech Canal Wharf Visitor Centre 
which is run by volunteers every Sunday and Bank Holidays from Easter to 
September each year.  At the moment only 30 minute boat trips are       
available on our 600 metre stretch of canal but one day when the canal links 
up with the main network, longer trips will be available.  Restoration efforts 
are forging ahead to complete this link which will join the English section to 
us in Wales. 

Brian Lawson 
Secretary, Llanymynech Wharf Visitor Centre 
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We were invited to take our sales and information stall to the Aqueduct    
Marina Open Day on 21

st
 July.  We were very pleased that Pat Wilson was 

able to join us particularly as her knowledge of the Society is passed on to 
Clive and myself as well as to visitors to the event.  A number of the visitors 
were already Society members and they were interested in the progress of 
the Montgomery restoration.  SUMBA,  STTV and C&RT also had stalls     
alongside us so the Shropshire Union 
Canal system was well represented.  
The Marina sponsor our Mooring    
Leaflets so it was a good opportunity to 
say thank you to them by attending 
their event. We had our bagatelle game 
which was enjoyed by many, with the 
winner of the £5 prize being from a boat 
which moors at the Marina. 

Clive & Gill Robertson & Pat Wilson 

Aqueduct Marina Open Day 
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A little bit of history 

As you will all know the May lock wind site had to be changed to New       
Marton Lock due to the breach on the Middlewich Arm.  A friendly       
neighbour offered to take me with some of my preserves and fruit loaves on 
the first day of the lock wind.  

The journey involved driving about 1 mile along the towpath, which in   
places is a very uneven track, from Bridge 13 at St Martins Moor to the lock 
side cottage beyond Bridge 12. On arrival I could not believe how cheerful 
everything looked, lots of bunting, notices about the lock wind, and publicity 
banners about the restoration work on the Montgomery Canal had been 
displayed by Gill, Clive and many helpers.   

The main sales stall in front of the lock cottage had preserves, cakes, 
maps, duck food, books, jigsaws etc., and in part of the cottage driveway by 
kind permission of the owners, there was a gazebo for the brick a brac and 
‘boys toys’ as we laughingly call the various old tools and boating items we 
have for sale.  

When I got home I looked out one of our many canal cruising guides to see 
if the length of the towpath was really as long as I had guessed!   

It was a Waterways World Guide produced in 1986 which explained the 
following in the write up about New Marton Locks: ‘The lock house sells Ice 
cream, Provisions, Home baking and does Fish and Chips’ How did they 
manage this as they were so far away from a road? (My guess of 1 mile 
was right!).   

The water point beyond the bridge above the lock was shown and is still in 
use today. 

I then looked at an older guide, produced by British Waterways ‘Llangollen 
Canal New Edition 1966’. I found the following ‘Drinking Water at Hurleston 
Locks, Grindley Brook Locks, Ellesmere, New Marton Lock and Llangollen’.   

I did wonder why a water point was in such an isolated place as New    
Marton. Also listed were places to find a garage selling petrol, a letter box, 
post office and telephone kiosk – how things have changed since the 
1960’s. 

                                                                                              Pat Wilson  

How times have changed! And the beauty of keeping canal guides of yesteryear! 
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SUCS AGM Notification 

 

The Annual General Meeting of the Shropshire Union Canal Society Limited 
will take place at Acton Parish Hall, Acton, CW5 8LG on Saturday 27th     
October at 1400 hours. 

After the meeting a Canal and River Trust speaker will report on the current 
HLF/Montgomery Canal progress.  

The form for nomination of trustees will be available on the society's         
website.  forms must be submitted by Friday 12th October 2018. The agenda, 
including details of the nominees, will be available on the website as soon as 
possible thereafter.  

THE SHROPSHIRE UNION CANAL SOCIETY LIMITED 

TREASURER’S NOTE ON THE REPORT AND ACCOUNTS 

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2018 

A full version of this Financial Report is available in downloadable form on 
the Society’s website or in paper from the Treasurer on receipt of a stamped, 
addressed  C4 or C5 envelope. The formal report meets the statutory        
requirements of both the Companies Acts and the Charities Commission and 
includes our accountant’s comments following his examination of the        
Society’s accounts.  This short note is intended to help set the annual report 
in context but, if any member has a question or seeks to clarify a particular 
item, please get in touch with me and I will try to resolve the question before 
the AGM. 

With the Canal and River Trust led, HLF funded restoration of the           
Montgomery Canal towards Crickheath is now well underway, the pattern for 
the Society’s income and expenditure is pretty well set and this annual report 
and accounts really speak for themselves. I do not intend to add anything but 
our thanks to all who have made any sort of contribution during this last    
financial year. We look forward to the continuing health and success of the 
Society. 

Ian Hendley, Treasurer 

Accounts 2017—2018 
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SHROPSHIRE UNION CANAL SOCIETY LIMITED 

REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES 

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2018 

The trustees who are also directors of the charity for the purposes of the Companies 
Act 2006, present their report with the financial statements of the charity for the year 
ended 31 March 2018. The trustees have adopted the provisions of Accounting and 
Reporting by Charities: Statement of Recommended Practice applicable to charities 
preparing their accounts in accordance with the Financial Reporting Standard        
applicable in the UK and Republic of Ireland (FRS 102) (effective 1 January 2015). 

OBJECTIVES AND ACTIVITIES 

Significant activities 

The Society is committed to ensuring that the Shropshire Union Canal System,    
covering the Llangollen and Montgomery Canals as well as the Shropshire Union 
Canal itself, is maintained and enhanced for the benefit of all users and visitors. We 
seek to influence and encourage the Canal and River Trust to direct its efforts to the 
benefit of all users through the maintenance of facilities such as visitor moorings, 
seats and picnic tables throughout the Shropshire Union Canal system. When     
planning our activities for the year, the society has considered the Charity            
Commission's guidance on public benefit. 

We remain committed to financial and physical assistance towards the restoration  of 
the Montgomery Canal and our current focus is centred on a length of the canal   
between Pryces Bridge and Crickheath Bridge. This larger project which we know as 
the Crickheath HLF Phase is now approved and funded. We continue to occupy a 
work base on the west bank of the canal and restoration has continued throughout 
the year. More detail of our restoration activities can be found on our website 
www.shropshireunion.org.uk . 

The winter months of this financial year continued the suspension of our traditional 
hedge-laying work parties on the Montgomery Canal in favour of tree and vegetation 
clearance on the off side of the canal south of Pryces Bridge.  This will aid access for 
restoration as work moves south.  The Society has continued its involvement with 
and support to a number of sister organisations within our geographical area of    
activity. 

The basis for the Society’s annual funding cycle has shifted slightly with the start of 
the Crickheath HLF Phase; restoration costs are met by the Canal and River Trust so 
our work parties are virtually cost neutral.  Against this the Society has granted 
£20,000 per year for 3 years to the Canal and River Trust as part of the funding   
structure the present major Montgomery Canal project. Donations from members and 
the general public have remained an important component of the financial cycle   
together with the Society’s own fund-raising activities and we thank all who have  
contributed over the past financial year.  

In a complete reversal of the last financial year’s significant surplus, this year shows 
an excess of expenditure over income of £13,064. This results entirely from the grant 
to the Canal and River Trust for the continued restoration of the Montgomery Canal. 
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SHROPSHIRE UNION CANAL SOCIETY LIMITED 

REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES 

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2018 

FINANCIAL REVIEW 

Investment policy and objectives: The memorandum gives the trustees powers 
to invest or deal in the funds of the Society, not immediately required for its 
purposes, in such manner as in the discretion of the Society may be determined. 

Reserves: The Operating Reserve created in 2012 to cover 2 years activity 
has been increased by 10% to allow for price increases.  This designation is 
in addition to such reserves as they consider necessary to meet forthcoming 
obligations and commitments: 

Operating Costs   £ 19,317 

Events and Activities             £ 11,009 

Training      £ 4,974 

Total Reserve:              £ 35,300 

This operating reserve is reflected in the Capital Commitments set out in note (in 
full report). 

Investments: The charity operates a low risk investment policy to safeguard its 
cash holdings. 

Winter Stoppages 2018—2019 

The Canal & River Trust have released their planned programme of winter 
stoppages. Again there are significant works on the Shropshire Union      
canals. The main line and Middlewich will be affected before Christmas, with 
the Llangollen, Montgomery and more main line works in the new year. 

Before Christmas: Lock repairs: Cholmondeston (Middlewich); Audlem 
Locks 8 to 12 & 15, Tyrley Lock 2, Adderley Lock 2,3 & 5. Others: Rutters Br 
2 (Middlewich); Norbury Br 38; Railway Br 89A, Culvert at Br 72 

After Christmas: Lock repairs: Hurleston 1 & 4; Swanley Lock 2; Poveys 
Lock; Grindley Brook Lock 4 (Llangollen): Frankton Locks 1 & 4 
(Montgomery): Northgate Middle Lock 2; Wharton’s Lock 10 (Main Line). 
Others: Platts Br 5; Grange Br 13; Whitehouses Tunnel and Pontcysyllte 
Aqueduct (Llangollen) 

Full details can be found at canalandrivertrust.org.uk/notices/winter – or  
follow the link from the “Boating” link on the home page. 
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Risks: The Trustees have identified the major risks to which the Charity is 
exposed. A formal Health and Safety Policy document has been approved. 
The risks and policy are regularly reviewed and action taken to mitigate  
exposure and revise the policy.  In addition, the Trustees are careful to   
provide adequate insurance cover for both public and employees 
(volunteers) liabilities. 

Grants: Grants are only made towards projects on the Shropshire Union 
System of Canals - as specified in the Articles of Association. The Trustees 
generally seek to make grants to generate further funding, whether this is to 
release funds available from other agencies or as an incentive to encourage 
grants from other sources.  

STRUCTURE, GOVERNANCE AND MANAGEMENT 

Governing document: The charity is controlled by its governing document, 
a deed of trust, and constitutes a limited company, limited by guarantee, as 
defined by the Companies Act 2006. 

Organisational structure: The Society is registered as a Charity no. 
245875 and is a company limited by guarantee, registered in England and 
Wales number 1069860. The governing document is a memorandum and 
articles of association; all attributable activities of the Society are approved 
by a Council whose members (Trustees), listed at item 1 above, are      
identified by their interest, life and career skills. They are appointed by  
nomination at the A.G.M., or can be co-opted by Council during the year 
and their initial introduction utilises the Charities Commission leaflet CC3. 
Where appropriate, specialist training (Skill Accreditation, Health and    
Safety, First Aid) is provided for those taking part in Society activities. 

The registered office is located with our Accountants: Barringtons, 41 
Cheshire Street, Market Drayton Shropshire TF9 1PH. 

The Charity's bankers are the National Westminster Bank plc and HSBC. 

The bulk of the society's funds are held with The CCLA Investment       
Management Limited - The COIF Charities Deposit Fund.  

Risk management: The trustees have a duty to identify and review the 
risks to which the charity is exposed and to ensure appropriate controls are 
in place to provide reasonable assurance against fraud and error. 

Accounts—cont 
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SHROPSHIRE UNION CANAL SOCIETY LIMITED  

REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES 

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2018  

REFERENCE AND ADMINISTRATIVE DETAILS 

Registered Company Number: 01069860 (England and Wales) 

Registered Charity number: 245875 

Registered office: 41 Cheshire Street, Market Drayton,                  
          Shropshire TF9 1PH 

Trustees: DJ Carter; RTA Hamp; IF Hendley: J Myers; TH O’Brien;  

                  PA Richards; PG Tolster; Mrs GA Robertson; CA Robertson; 

          Mrs AJ Lindop (resigned 31 October 2017); 

          F Barrett (co-opted 23 January 2018). 

Company Secretary: TH O’Brien 

Independent examiner: Andrew Wilshaw FCA CTA, 

                   Barringtons Limited, 41 Cheshire Street, 

                   Market Drayton, Shropshire, TF9 1PH 

 

STATEMENT OF TRUSTEES RESPONSIBILITIES 

The trustees (who are also the directors of Shropshire Union Canal Society Limited 
for the purposes of company law)  are responsible for preparing the Report of the 
Trustees and the financial statements in accordance with      applicable law and 
United Kingdom Accounting Standards (United Kingdom Generally Accepted 
Accounting Practice).  

Company law requires the trustees to prepare financial statements for each financial 
year which give a true and fair view of the state of affairs of the charitable company 
and of the incoming resources and application of        resources, including the 
income and expenditure, of the charitable company for that period. In preparing 
those financial statements, the trustees are    required to: 

- select suitable accounting policies and then apply them            
consistently; 

- observe the methods and principles in the Charity SORP; 

- make judgements and estimates that are reasonable and prudent; 

 

Accounts—cont 
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.  

STATEMENT OF TRUSTEES RESPONSIBILITIES—continued 

- prepare financial statements on the ongoing concern basis unless 
it is inappropriate to presume that the charitable company will    
continue in business. 

The trustees are responsible for keeping proper accounting records which 
disclose with reasonable accuracy at any time the financial position of the 
charitable company and to enable them to ensure that the financial        
statements comply with the Companies Act 2006. They are also responsible 
for safeguarding the assets of the charitable company and hence for taking 
reasonable steps for the prevention and detection of fraud and other         
irregularities. 

Approved by order of the board of trustees on 15 May 2018 and signed on 
its behalf by: 

I F Hendley  - Trustee 

 

RICHARD POTTER LTD 
 

Supplier of Quality Hardwoods, Softwoods and Sheet Materials to 

many Narrowboat Owners 

 

We always have large stocks of veneered and marine plywood 

together with extensive stocks of other sheets, hardwoods, etc. 

We offer a full cutting to size and machining service. 

Local delivery service. 

 

Millstone Lane, Nantwich, Cheshire CW5 5PN 

Telephone 01270 625791 Fax 01270 610483 

 

Monday - Friday 8:00 am to 5:00 pm 

Saturday 8:30 am to 4:30 pm 

Sunday (stock and shop sales only) 10:00 am to 1:00 pm  

 

Website address www.fortimber.demon.co.uk 

E-mail richardpotter@fortimber.demon.co.uk 

http://www.fortimber.demon.co.uk
mailto:richardpotter@fortimber.demon.co.uk
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SHROPSHIRE UNION CANAL SOCIETY LIMITED 

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL ACTIVITIES 

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2018 

   2018 2017 

 
Unrestricted 

Funds 
Restricted 

Funds 
Total 
Funds 

Total 
Funds 

 £ £ £ £ 

INCOME AND ENDOWMENTS FROM     
Donations and Legacies 14,136 29,510 43,646 75,291 

Other Trading Activity 5,179  5,179 17,009 

Investment Income 421  421 681 

Total 19,736 29,510 49,246 92,981 

EXPENDITURE ON     
Raising Funds 4,654  4,654 5,739 

Charitable activities     
Grants Paid 12,300 8,000 20,300  

Crickheath Phase 1 2,988 9,805 12,793 36,690 

Crickheath HLF Phase 1,969 19,705 21,674 0 

Other 2,889  2,889 3,844 

Total 24,800 37,510 62,310 46,273 

NET INCOME/(EXPENDITURE) -5,064 -8,000 -13,064 46,708 

RECONCILIATION OF FUNDS     

Total Funds Brought Forward 188,451 52,745 241,196 194,488 

TOTAL FUNDS CARRIED FORWARD 183,387 44,745 228,132 241,196 

   2018 2017 

CONTINUING OPERATIONS     
All income and expenditure has resulted from continuing activities   

Norbury Junction Weekend 
 

Bright sunshine brought the crowds out to Norbury Junction for their May 
Bank Holiday weekend celebrations!! Many traders lined the towpath with a 
wide variety of wares on sale.  

Income & Expenditure  
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SHROPSHIRE UNION CANAL SOCIETY LIMITED 
BALANCE SHEET AT 31ST MARCH 2018 

   2018 2017 

 
Unrestricted 

Funds 
Restricted 

Funds 
Total 

Funds 
Total 
Funds 

FIXED ASSETS     
Tangible assets 1,107  1,107 2,217 

CURRENT ASSETS     

Stocks    170 

Debtors 3,224  3,224 1,967 
Cash at Bank 190,673 44,745 235,418 247,070 

 193,897 44.745 238,642 249,207 

CREDITORS     

Amounts falling due within one year -2,957  -2,957 -1,528 

NET CURRENT ASSETS 190,940 44,745 235,685 247,679 

TOTAL ASSETS LESS CURRENT     
LIABILITIES 192,047 44,745 236,792 249,896 

CREDITORS     
Amounts falling due after more than one 
year 

-8,660  -8,660 -8,700 

NET ASSETS 183,387 44,745 228,132 241,196 

FUNDS     

Unrestricted Funds:     

General Fund   59,387 46,451 

Designated Fund   124,000 142,000 

   183,837 188,451 

Restricted Fund   44,745 52,745 

TOTAL FUNDS   228,132 241,196 

Balance Sheet 
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SHROPSHIRE UNION CANAL SOCIETY LIMITED 

BALANCE SHEET - CONTINUED 

AT 31
ST

 MARCH 2018 

The charitable company is entitled to exemption from audit under Section 477 
of the Companies Act 2006 for the year ended 31 March 2018. 

The members have not required the charitable company to obtain an audit of 
its financial statements for the year ended 31 March 2018 in accordance with 
Section 476 of the Companies Act 2006. 

The trustees acknowledge their responsibilities for  

ensuring that the charitable company keeps accounting records that 
comply with Sections 386 and 387 of the Companies Act 2006 and 

(b) preparing financial statements which give a true and fair view of the 
state of affairs of the charitable company as at the end of each financial 
year and of its surplus or deficit for each financial year in accordance 
with the requirements of Sections 394 and 395 and which otherwise 
comply with the requirements of the Companies Act 2006 relating to 
financial statements, so far as applicable to the charitable company. 

These financial statements have been prepared in accordance with the 
special provisions of Part 15 of the Companies Act 2006 relating to small 
charitable companies. 

The financial statements were approved by the Board of Trustees on 15 May 
2018 and were signed on its behalf by: 

I F Hendley -Trustee 

 

 

  1/2 September  Whitchurch Waterways Trust Boat Rally 

   Whitchurch Arm, Llangollen Canal 

  1 September Mikron Theatre ‘Get Well Soon’ @ 7.30pm 

   Coton Mill, Newport Rd, Gnosall, ST20 0BN 

  2 September  Mikron Theatre ‘Revolting Women’ @ 2.00pm 

   The Anchor Inn, Peggs Lane, High Offley, ST20 0NG 

  27 October           SUCS AGM @ 2.00pm 

                               Acton Parish Hall, Acton, CW5 8LG  

         

 Dates for your Diary - 2018 
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Health, happiness, wellbeing — and statistics 

‘We can make life better by water’ says Richard Parry, Chief Executive of the 
Canal & River Trust, introducing an independent research study which 
showed that simply spending time by the waterways can make you happier 
and improve your life satisfaction, with an equivalent estimated social        
wellbeing value of £3.8 billion per year.  This research underpins CRT’s    
enhanced role ‘to improve health, happiness and wellbeing’. 

It has long been recognised that Gross Domestic Product (GDP) measures a 
country’s prosperity but not the satisfaction of its people.  GDP has increased 
greatly over the last fifty years, but measures of  people’s perceived         
wellbeing have hardly changed.  Hence there is now much interest in what 
causes  happiness and how it can be measured. Surveys conducted by CRT 
were used to assess the difference in life satisfaction between non-users and    
users of waterways, and the users were divided between rare users (up to 
once every six months), moderate users (up to once a fortnight) and frequent 
users (at least once a week).  Because there was a large difference in      
satisfaction between non-users and rare users, it was thought that there may 
be hidden factors involved, so for the rest of the analysis, the baseline was 
the satisfaction of ‘rare users’.  Frequent users reported a higher life          
satisfaction by an average of 0.058 on a 0–10 scale — this may not sound 
much but is definitely significant. 

The final stage was to convert this into a monetary value that can be used in 
such techniques as Cost Benefit Analysis.  The aim is to show the increase in 
income that would be required to produce the same wellbeing improvement 
as is associated with visiting a waterway.  This reflects the   value people  
receive from a visit over and above the financial and non-financial costs they 
incur in getting to the waterway (for example, fuel and parking). 

Key findings were: 
¨ The average benefit from each visit to a waterway is estimated as £6.63.   
¨ The first ten trips showed an average benefit of £53.24 per trip; additional 

trips showed an average of £2.93 per trip. 
¨ The benefits increase disproportionately with the length of the visit. 
¨ Higher wellbeing is also associated with visiting with friends and family 

rather than visiting alone or with colleagues. 

The estimated total social wellbeing value of £3.8 billion per year was arrived 
at by multiplying the estimated number of trips to waterways in a year (570 
million) by the average value per trip (£6.63).  This is equivalent to about 
twelve days spending by the National Health Service.  

 

 

 

         Life is better by water? 
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The basic problem with this sort of analysis is that just because there is a 
correlation between two factors, it does not mean that one causes the other. 
And although the study tries to compare like with like, the authors state that 
it could be the case that happier people tend to use waterways rather than 
the effect being the other way round. 

There is also the fear that the methodology could give implausibly high    
figures, for several reasons.  For example, if the visit is to a waterside pub, 
how does one distinguish the wellbeing derived from the drink (in excess of 
its cost, of course) from the benefit of the pub being waterside?  There are 
also potential biases from such factors as the person’s actual income and 
underlying health.  The researchers were well aware of such problems and 
tried to allow for them, but there is no guarantee that they have been totally 
successful. 

Another point to note is that, in the words of the report, ‘The estimated value 
associated with visiting a waterway is broadly similar to the wellbeing value 
in engaging in other cultural activities.’  For example, studies by the same 
authors have indicated that doing sport at least once a week produces an 
estimated benefit of £10.54; even visiting a cinema is associated with a  
wellbeing value of £4 per visit.   

Thus it might be true to say that the recipe for wellbeing is to do something 
active with your life — do anything — and preferably with friends and family. 

Peter Brown 

Sources: 
¨ CRT press release, 23 May 2018 
¨ ‘Assessing the wellbeing impacts of waterways usage in England and 

Wales’, Simetrica, 14 May 2018 
¨ ‘Valuation techniques for social cost-benefit analysis’, Daniel Fujiwara & 

Ross Campbell, July 2011 

Your society needs you!!! 

Wanted—new Membership Secretary 

 

Time for a Change! 

Having been your Membership Secretary for over 14 years, I think it is time 
for a fresh approach to the job. It would suit anyone with an interest in   
people and minimal organisational skills with an hour a week or so to spare. 
If you would like to know a bit more, please get in touch; my details are on 
the     inside front page. 

Ian Hendley 
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What a Cracker! 

Cracker & co by Dave Barker at Bywater Cruises 

http://www.canal-boatbuilders-services.co.uk/intro.html
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Middlewich Breach—update 

The Canal & River Trust charity has recovered the last boat stranded by a 
breach of the Shropshire Union Canal, Middlewich Branch, back in March.  

 

A few days after the        
embankment collapse about 
15 boats were re-floated and 
relocated, but the location of 
this final narrowboat, only a 
few metres from a giant     
70 metre hole, was more    
challenging. Contractors 
working with the Trust have 
had to construct a special 
temporary access road in 
the canal bed to reach the 
stranded boat and the 
breach site. 

                                                                                                             

 

 

 

 

On Friday 22 June, a specialist low 
loader, equipped with a crane, 
drove into the canal bed and lifted 
out the boat. It was then           
transported on the low loader to a 
nearby marina. 

 

 

 

 

Preparatory work to repair the canal breach is progressing well. The main 
repair project is expected to start in mid-July and last until the end of the 
year.  
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Andy Johnson, the Trust’s project manager, said: “We have made good    
progress with a whole host of essential tasks both on and off site. Behind the 
scenes, specialists have been ensuring the ecology, heritage and             
environment around the breach is safe-guarded and engineers have been 
working on the complex design plans required to repair the embankment. 

“A temporary access road along the canal bed will soon reach the breach site 
and will then be extended down to the River Wheelock and across the breach 
itself, allowing contractors to work on all of the devastated sections. As well 
as the reconstruction of the canal and embankment, we will also be           
reinstating the river to its original width and repairing the aqueduct.  

“Inevitably there will be an increase in local traffic around Middlewich and 
Stanthorne as vehicles bring materials to site and remove unwanted debris. 
Rest assured we will be working hard to finish the vital emergency repairs as 
quickly as possible.” 

Current predictions are that the canal will remain closed until December. 

Photo by Jim Moores 
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0871 200 8021 
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Cheshire Cat Narrowboat Holidays 
 
Hire one of our comfortable, 2 - 8 berth narrowboats 
to explore the beautiful canals of Cheshire, 
Shropshire and North Wales.  Take the trip of a 
lifetime over the world-famous Pontcysyllte Aqueduct, 
visit historic Chester, the Anderton Boat Lift or cruise 
around the Four Counties or Cheshire Rings. 
Based at Overwater Marina, just north of Audlem. 
 

Full tuition given, pets welcome at no extra charge. 
 

www.cheshirecatnarrowboats.co.uk 
Call 07867 790195 for more details. 
 

Cheshire Cat Training 
Narrowboat Handling courses to suit all abilities.  Half
-day basic boat handling, RYA Inland Waterways 
Helmsman and Inland Waterways Crew certificates, 
two day Life Afloat courses. 
 

Phone 07867 790195 for details of our next course. 
 
www.cheshirecattraining.co.uk 

M & L Canal Services 
 

• Boat Safety Scheme Examinations and remedial work 

• Breakdown and Call-out service 

• Engine Servicing and repairs 

• Plumbing and Electrical work 

• LPG gas installations, testing and repairs  

• Gas Safe registered 
 
Call Mark on 07970 384047 

http://www.canalcontracting.co.uk/
http://www.cheshirecatnarrowboats.co.uk
http://www.cheshirecattraining.co.uk
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The ninth in a series of articles featuring a selection of crimes in the 
Shropshire Union area as recorded in press reports & canal company 
minutes from 1775 to 1920. 

School attendance; The Education Act 1880 made attendance at school 
compulsory between the ages of five and ten.  (Further legislation in 1893 
extended the age of compulsory attendance to 11, and in 1899 to 12.)  In 
1885 one prosecution involved a boy employed by his father on a canal boat.  
The mother said the boy was over school age but the Registrar’s certificate 
disproved this.  The Attendance Officer told the Court that there was no 
necessity for the lad to work as the father earned good wages.  The 
newspaper did not record the outcome. 

False weights; Local authorities have long had the power to check the 
weights being used.  In 1838 the Ellesmere & Chester Company was fined 
£5 plus 8 shillings costs for having false weights: nine of 60lb and one of 
30lb. 

In 1894 Noah Price, Superintendent of Weights & Measures for 
Denbighshire County Council, prosecuted the Shropshire Union Company 
for the possession of ‘unjust weights’ after he had found two 56lb weights 
close to a weighing machine at Llangollen wharf bearing marks showing that 
they had been condemned.  In its defence the company said that they had 
not been used for weighing since they were condemned two years earlier, 
instead they had been used to hold the door open.  The Court was shown a 
rusty weight which did not appear to have been used for a long time. The 
magistrates dismissed the case, but asked that the weights be put where 
they would be beyond suspicion. 

Environmental offences; Legislation regarding salmon dates back some 700 
years to the reign of Edward I.  A series of Acts between 1861 and 1873 
consolidated the requirements, strengthened the controls, established local 
Boards of Conservancy, and appointed national Inspectors of Fisheries. 

In February 1866 Arthur Owen, the employee of the canal company who 
looked after the salmon grating at the entry to the canal feeder at Horseshoe 
Falls, was charged with failing to maintain the grating and keep it in repair.  
Owen said that the recent floods had carried down large pieces of timber 
which had broken some of the wooden bars of the grating, and that the water 
had been so high that it had not been possible to repair them until a few days 
ago.  John Beech, the canal engineer, said that there were two grids: the 
bars of the outer one were laid horizontally with 

5
/8 inch gaps,  the bars of the 

lower one were laid vertically with ½ inch gaps.  Only the outer grid had been 
damaged, so fish could still not get through.   

 

Crime on the Shroppie—Part 9 
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Environmental offences—cont; 

he Bench thought otherwise, considering that normally fish would have to 
turn on their sides before they could get through the first grid whereas they 
would go through the second grid in their natural mode of swimming.  Owen 
was fined 14s.6d including costs.  Nowadays the charge would be brought 
against the employer, not the unfortunate workman on the spot.  The grating 
was still in dispute two years later, though this time it did not come to Court 
as the Canal Company acted on the recommendations of the Inspector of 
Salmon Fisheries.  He required the grating to be of iron not wood; the bars 
to be closer together and horizontal; the grating to be at a 45º to the line of 
water flow instead of at right angles; and to be repositioned so that it no 
longer formed a trap out of which young fish could not escape. 

In 1889 the company was fined 5s for polluting the river at Berriew.  The 
offence was probably related to the rebuilding of the aqueduct. 

 

Traffic offences;Traffic offences predate the era of self-propelled vehicles.  
For example, in 1840 a canal company carter was fined 5 shillings for      
obstructing Northgate Street, Chester, with a waggon in his care and being 
away from it.  

In 1887 Plant, a carter employed by the canal company, was fined because 
his horse started off whilst he was making a delivery.  In this instance the 
committee agreed to pay the fine.  (The location was not recorded, nor the 
amount of the fine.) 

 Nude bathing; Judging from the number of letters to the press (not the most 
reliable measure, I admit), in the first half of the 19th century nude bathing in 
the canal was one of the most serious problems in Chester, causing great 
offence to ladies.  For example, one letter referred to an occasion when  
ladies passing on a boat ‘almost found it impossible to turn their eyes in any 
direction where the ... disgusting spectacle did not present itself’.  Not that 
everybody was opposed; ‘Pelagius’ wrote ‘Surely the  humanity of           
preventing the labouring man from enjoying the salutary refreshment of 
bathing ... after the completion of his daily labours is very questionable’.  
Bathing breached canal byelaws; nude bathing breached public decency 
laws.  In 1819 the Chester Courant, disapproving of this ‘disgusting practice’, 
reported that a         defendant in a recent case had been sentenced to two 
months’ imprisonment, the court intimating that ‘the most exemplary        
punishment would be inflicted on any future offender’.  This didn’t seem to 
be a deterrent — nude bathing was still being reported in Chester in the 
1840s. 

The problem was largely solved after Chester’s public baths opened in 1848, 
using water supplied from the canal. 

Peter Brown 
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School Visit to the breach! 
 

Youngsters from St Mary’s Primary School in Middlewich enjoyed a chance 
to be engineers for a day with the Canal & River Trust charity when they 
donned hard hats and high vis jackets to see a rare canal breach on their 
doorstep.  Andy Johnson, the Trust’s project manager who is overseeing the 
repair works, took a class of Year Six children to see the giant hole which 
appeared in the canal after an embankment collapsed on the 200-year-old 
Middlewich Branch of the Shropshire Union Canal on Thursday 15 March.  

In preparation for the site visit, Trust staff visited St Mary’s to explain the   
project at a school assembly in early May and after half term will be returning 
to discuss the children’s engineering solutions.  Ani Sutton for CRT,          
explained: “A canal breach of this magnitude is a very rare event so we are 
keen to create as many positives as we can out of the setback. We have 
hosted a number of community groups at the site and the emergency work 
has been a brilliant opportunity to enthuse local schoolchildren about        
engineering and the amazing canal they have on their doorstep.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“The youngsters loved getting dressed up in the safety gear, like real civil 
engineers, and who knows, we may have inspired some to try engineering as 
a career. It certainly strikes home the challenge of maintaining a man-made 
canal network which is around two centuries old. Canals are wonderful    
places to walk and cycle so we hope that the children will return when the 
repairs have been completed and enjoy the fantastic waterway which runs 
through their neighbourhood.”  
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http://www.nantwichmarina.co.uk/
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Green Flag Award for the Monty 

 

 

The Montgomery Canal has been awarded a Green Flag Award by Keep 
Britain Tidy in recognition of its outstanding rural beauty, diverse wildlife and 
the enthusiastic commitment of volunteers. 

An eight mile navigable stretch of the canal in Shropshire, from Frankton 
Locks, near Ellesmere, to Maesbury Marsh, has been officially recognised 
as a high quality green space.  

Known and enjoyed locally as a peaceful waterway haven away from the 
bustle of modern life, the canal and towpath are managed by the Trust with 
the support of an army of volunteers, including the Shropshire Union Canal 
Society, the Shropshire Paddlesport and Frankton Locks adoption groups 
and another half dozen smaller volunteer groups.  

There are 12 other CRT sites to be recognised by the scheme. 
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 Annual subscriptions 

 

 

New Members 

 

We all extend a warm welcome to: 

 

 Mr and Mrs Boundy of Buxton as life members 

 Mr A Bason of Shrewsbury 

 Mr and Mrs Campbell of Westerham, Kent 
 

Ian Hendley 

Annual subscriptions for the year to 30 June 2019 were due on 1 July - 
please pay yours now if you have not already done so!  If you wish to use 
on-line banking, please quote your membership number as a      reference 
together with the following the details: 

Shropshire Union Canal Society; Sort Code 55-50-05; Acct No 01630962 

Our subscription remains unchanged at £10 annually for a single, double or 
family membership.   

The Society depends on a steady influx of new members so if you know of 
anybody who would like to join, please point them at our website which  
contains a down-loadable membership application.  Alternatively, contact 
me and I will send you a small pack of membership applications and      
publicity leaflets. 

You can contact me about these or any other membership matter at 28, 
Millfield Drive, Market Drayton TF9 1HS, telephone 01630 656525 or by 
email to sucsmemsec@btinternet.com.   

Ian Hendley 
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This sign shown below was bought at auction a couple of years ago.  The 
auctioneer told me that the vendor had no knowledge of its origins.  Is there 
a member who might remember seeing it anywhere, or even know who 

made and painted it?  The 
only clue might be that the 
boat appears to be called 
‘Gnosall’, although the initial 
‘g’ is missing. 

If anyone has any information 
please email Steve Bean 
direct. 

Steve Bean 
Treasurer  

Shrewsbury & Newport 
Canals Trust 

www.sncanal.org.uk 
  

  Do you recognise this sign? 

mailto:sucsmemsec@btopenworld.com
http://www.swanleybridgemarina.com/
http://www.sncanal.org.uk
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Stamps Coins & Post Cards 

The stamps, post cards and coins continue to arrive for me to sort and sell.  

The total for this financial year so far is £278. 

Thank you to all below:- 

R Alcock   P Bradley  C Brown 

D & M Critchley  M Francis  I & S Hendley 

T Hesselgrove  L & J Jackson J Johnson 

D Jones   C Magner  L Mills 

M M Richards  J Taylor  K Thompson 

T West & P Scales  Bunbury Chapel Cheshire WI 

Nantwich & Border Counties Yacht Club        Australian Canal Society   

Friends of Williamson’s Tunnels 

Pat Wilson 
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We had a successful lock wind at New Marton at the end of May raising 
£1030 for Society funds.  The weather threw everything at us – cold winds on 
Friday, sunshine on Saturday, thunderstorms on Sunday and sunshine and 
heat once more on Monday.  The team worked through it all and I would like 
to thank everyone for their hard work.  We will have done our second lock 
wind at that venue when you read this and we hope for another successful 
weekend. 

We have taken the stall to Oswestry charity market, Trevor Basin, Welshpool 
summer crank up, Aqueduct Marina, Ellesmere charity market and will be at 
Whitchurch Arm over 1

st
 and 2

nd
 September.  These events are good publicity 

for the Society. 

Printer cartridges continue to raise funds, the money we get for the large 
toner cartridges is very low, sometimes only 5 pence each!  They must also 
be original manufacturers cartridges and copies made by others cannot be 
recycled and have to be disposed of. The best prices are for Ink Jet 
cartridges, particularly HP and Canon, again they must be original 
manufacturers products. 

Gill Robertson 

Historic Boats at Audlem 

Fundraising 2018 

Mixed weather met visitors and    
exhibitors at the Audlem Gathering 
of   Historic Boats on 28th/29th July. 
Twenty three historic & ex-working 
boats made the sometimes         
challenging journey to Audlem, 
mooring  along the  bottom 3 lock 
pounds of the Audlem flight.  

Several hundred visitors had the 
chance to board some boats, view 
display boats from the 19th and 20th 
centuries and stroll alongside      
various trading boats.  

Ian Bennett 

http://www.overwatermarina.co.uk/
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Shop online to help SUCS! 

Gift Aid 

Gift Aid is a way of giving extra money to the Society at no extra cost to you, 
provided you pay Income  Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax.  I thought it might be 
useful to explain just what Gift Aid is all about – particularly as, this year, I 
hope to encourage those members who can and who have not yet made a 
declaration to do so. No need to get in touch, I will contact you. 
 
You must pay an amount of income tax [or capital gains tax] equal to the tax 
we reclaim on your subscription or donations [currently 25p for every £1 you 
give] so, if you make a donation of £10, the society can reclaim £2.50, and 
you must have paid that amount of tax.  For a couple, if one partner does not 
pay tax but the other does, then the taxpayer should sign the declaration and 
make the payments to the society.   
 

You need to complete a Gift Aid Declaration and send it to the Membership 
Secretary; from then on all you do is pay your subscription. You can of course 
make extra donations at any time if you feel the urge, want to contribute    
towards a specific project, celebrate a lottery win, etc. I can then claim tax 
refunds each year on your total contribution to the Society. If at any time you 
cease to pay sufficient tax, or wish to cancel the Gift Aid Declaration for any 
other reason, just let me know. 

Ian Hendley 

Every little helps!!! 

 

Please remember that Give as you Live offer a percentage to the Society 
when members shop on line at a large number of stores.  Have a look at their 
website and enrol with Shropshire Union Canal Society as your chosen    
charity, then when you shop online, log into Give as You Live and then select 
your chosen store.  Place your online order and then a stated percentage will 
be paid to the Society.  There is no extra cost to you, the Give as You Live 
website does not require any personal details from you but the Society gets 
something from your shopping. 

Gill Robertson 
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Chas Hardern Boats Ltd est 1972 

 

Family run 2 - 6 berth warm and comfortable narrowboats for hire.  All year 

cruising.  Short breaks generally available.  Dog friendly.  Excellent tuition.  

 

Services on site: diesel, gas, pump-out, gift shop. 

 

Also: Gas Safe engineer, 24hr breakdown service.  40 years experience with 

all engine and internal boat repairs. 

 

Members of IWA, BMF, APCO, FSB  Hireboat  handover external audit  

 

T: 01829 732595 E-mail: Chasboats@aol.com Web: www.chashardern.co.uk 
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Copy Deadlines 

Cuttings is published 4 times per year, in June, September, December and 
March.  Copy deadlines are 1st May, 1st August, 1st November and 1st 
February. COPY CANNOT BE ACCEPTED AFTER THESE DATES. 

Cuttings Editors:   Rod & Carol Hamilton-King  
                             01630 656732 or R: 07889 171598 or C: 07788 750474 
                             41 Waterside Drive, Market Drayton, Shropshire, TF9 1HU 
                             E-mail: sucuttingseditor@gmail.com 
 

The views expressed in Cuttings are not necessarily those of the Shropshire 
Union Canal Society. 

Contacting Cuttings 

Articles for Cuttings 

We are always pleased to receive contributions for Cuttings.  Text, photos 
etc. can be sent by post or by e-mail.  If you are ‘no good at the words’ 
simply send us the basis of your idea with all the relevant details and we will 
gladly put an article together for you. 

 

BOAT SAFETY CERTIFICATES 

            competitive rates 

10% discount for SUCS members! 

 

ALL BORDER COUNTIES WATERWAYS COVERED 

 

NEAL DODD MABSSE  BSS Authorised Examiner 

 (01686) 630250 (evenings)  wharfhouse@yahoo.co.uk 

http://www.hackgreen.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Chas-Hardern-Boats/239576126090656?ref=ts&fref=ts
mailto:chasboats@aol.com
http://www.chashardern.co.uk
mailto:sucuttings@btinternet.com
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For more information contact: 

Advertising in Cuttings 

The advertising rates are: 

 

Half page:  £75.00 for one year (four issues) 
Full page:  £125.00 for one year (four issues) 

 

There is a 10% discount for Commercial Members.  Adverts can start in any 
issue and will be invoiced annually.  
 

To find out more please contact Advertising Manager, Roger Beswick on 
01244 332553 or e-mail haslemere@chester50.plus.com. 

Discounts from our Advertisers 

Boat Safety Examiner Neal Dodd offers a discount to SUCS members. See 
advert for details. 

Please Support our Advertisers 

Please mention that you saw their advert in Cuttings magazine! 

Work Party Dates for 2018-19 

Collection Boxes 
 
The income for the new financial year is £175 so far.  This is the time of year 
the boxes fill up -- we hope -- and the harvest comes in later on.  Whixall 
Marina has a box again as they have opened a cafe: I'm always glad to hear 
of any other possible locations especially businesses close to the canal.  The 
box at Llanymynech stores has been emptied four times already this year! 

Sarah Thursfield 

7/8/9            September 18 
5/6/7            October 18 
2/3/4            November 18 
30 Nov/1/2   December 18 
11/12/13      January 19 
1/2/3   February 19 
1/2/3   March 19 
5/6/7   April 19 (Not Easter) 

3/4/5/6    May 19 (Inc May Day BH) 
7/8/9     June 19 
5/6/7      July 19 
2/3/4      August 19 
6/7/8     September 19 
4/5/6     October 19 
1/2/3     November 19 

David Carter 01244 661440, 
E-mail: dcartersucs@gmail.com 
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I hereby apply for election as a member of the above Society and agree to 
abide by the rules of the Society.  I enclose my remittance for ………………..* 
being my subscription for the year ended 30 June 201… 
 
 
Signed  …………………………………………………..   Date  ………………….. 
PLEASE PRINT IN BLOCK CAPITALS 
 
 
Name  ………………………………………………… (Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms/Dr/Rev) 
 
 
Address  ……………………………………………………………………………… 
 
 
……………………………………………………………...Post Code  …………… 
 
 
Telephone  ……………………………  E-mail  …………………………………… 
Single, Joint, Family: £10  Juniors under 18: £5  Life Membership £200 
If you are applying for Junior Membership please state your age here ………. 
 

Membership Number (for renewals)  ……………………………………………… 
If you are a United Kingdom tax payer please sign the Gift Aid declaration 
below to enable the Society to reclaim the tax paid on your donations 
(including subscriptions). 
 

Name of Society: The Shropshire Union Canal Society 
I want the charity to treat all donations I have made over the last four years 
and all donations I make hereafter as Gift Aid donations. 
 
Signature  ……………………………………………………..  Date …………….. 
 If it is more convenient for you and helps the Society if you pay by Standing 
Order or direct transfer.  Please ask for the appropriate form or set it up with 
your bank using National Westminster Bank Sort Code 55-50-05, account 
number 01630962 and give your membership number or post code as the 
identifying reference.  If you pay automatically PLEASE LET THE 
MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY KNOW.  Please send completed forms to: Ian 
Hendley, Membership Secretary, 28 Millfield Drive, Market Drayton, TF9 
1HS. Telephone: 01630 656525  E-mail: sucsmemsec@btinternet.com 

 

Tick here if you have paid by Standing Order or Direct Transfer 
 
Tick here if you are happy to receive Cuttings by e-mail 

 

 

Application for Membership or Membership Renewal  of 

the Shropshire Union Canal Society 

mailto:haslemere@chester50.plus.com
mailto:dcartersucs@gmail.com
mailto:sucsmemsec@btinternet.com
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http://www.everythingcanalboats.com/

