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Chairman’s Report to the AGM  

 

The society has had another constructive year with the continuing restoration 
of the Montgomery Canal with the ambition of rewatering the present section 
of restored canal before the end of the year.  This will then lead us onto the 
next  400  metre section to allow us to join up with the work currently being 
undertaken by contractors at Crickheath.  Once completed, this would then 
allow for the opening up of the canal channel from Gronwen  Bridge to the 
new Winding Hole at Crickheath Wharf. 

As part of your Trustees responsibilities, we have recently undertaken  a 
Strategic Review of proposed restoration work schedules for the next few 
years.  After completion of work to Crickheath, we are looking at the work 
involved in restoring the wharf area west of Crickheath Bridge and are in 
preliminary  talks with Canal and River Trust as how this can be successfully 
achieved.  

We continue to believe that Canal and River Trust are totally committed to the 
restoration of the Monty - particularly in view of the presence of CRT senior 
management at two work parties in the last year. 

I would like to take this opportunity, on behalf of the society, to publicly thank 
all those volunteers who are prepared to give of their time and enthusiasm, in 
often inclement weather, to help with the actual physical work at restoration 
work parties. Without their unbridled dedication no major restoration work 
would be happening on the Monty at all! 

Next year sees the fiftieth anniversary of the Big Dig at Welshpool, which saw 
the real beginning of the work to reclaim the Monty get underway.  
Considered opinion within the society, including members who were at the 
original event, appears to reflect the view that it is more important to carry on 
the existing work  towards Crickheath and celebrate this achievement in 
2020/2021. 

The breach on the Middlewich Arm has done much to impact on the use of 
the canal system since March. It is anticipated that work will be completed 
before Christmas this year. Because of the breach the society held it's twice 
yearly Lockwind at New Marton Top Lock on the Llangollen.  These events 
proved to be very successful in their new location and I would like to thank the 
society's fundraisers for their hard work and Dr and Mrs. Butler for the use of 
their lock side house and gardens which contributed greatly to the overall 
money raised. 

 

        

The AGM of the Shropshire Union Canal Society was held on October 27th at 

Acton Parish Hall, Acton. Rich Hamp delivered the following report to the 

meeting. 
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As always there is a considerable amount of work created by society      
volunteers behind the scenes and mention should be made of those       
unsung contributors who give so much time to Marina Open Days, stamp 
collecting and the endless job of keeping up to date with the collection   
boxes. 

Mention should also be made of the continuing success of the society's 
website which allows people from all over the world to see what we are 
achieving. Equally Cuttings, the society's magazine, continues with the high 
standards set by previous editors.   

On a different note - a small number of members have expressed their    
disquiet about the apparent lack of society involvement on maintenance 
work on the main line. Your Trustees would respectfully suggest that this is 
not the case.  Society members are involved in a number of the different 
groups operating on the main line.  The only change is that Canal and River 
Trust, since their evolution into a Charity are now the primary leaders in this 
field.  Any member wishing to start a new group would have the backing of 
the society in their contact with CRT to set up a new  adoption group. 

It is with great sorrow that we have to report the recent death of David 
Wain.  He was a Vice President of the society following his early             
involvement with the S.U.C Society as well as a number of other important 
canal related bodies. His full obituary can be found on page 8 of this edition 
of Cuttings. 

Perhaps I could close with a sincere thank you to the Trustees and      
members of the society, who have made this last year another successful 
one, in our ambition to enhance and restore the canal network as a more 
useful contribution to the country's 'wellbeing'. 

Rich Hamp, SUCS Chairman 

RIP Harry Arnold MBE 

It is with deep regret that the Society has to announce that Harry Arnold died 
on 1st November.  Harry was a founder member and leading light within the 
society along with this other considerable canal interests, particularly as a 
photographer of the canal system, over many years.  A full Obituary,        
detailing his substantial contributions, will appear in the next edition of     
Cuttings.  The society wishes to express its sincere condolences to  Harry's 
family as this difficult time. 
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  Editorial 

 

My thoughts of those lazy warm summer days cruising the Shroppie and 
enjoying the cooler refreshing cuttings and then bursting out into glorious 
sunshine of an embankment, were quickly brought down to earth by the 
choice of cover photo for this issue, by my co-editor. Unfortunately, this is 
the reality of the season we are about to enter. Hopefully, this coming    
winter won’t be as cold as the last one and we can enjoy some milder days 
and even a bit of cruising. 

 

In this issue our thoughts turn to two stalwarts of the Shropshire Union   
Canal Society, who very sadly have passed away recently. A full obituary to 
David Wain is included in this issue and also a short tribute to Harry Arnold. 
A full obituary to Harry will be included in the next issue. 

 

As we approach the festive season, we also take this opportunity to wish all 
our readers the very best for Christmas and the forthcoming year. 

 

Rod & Carol Hamilton-King 

Editors of Cuttings 

CRT Workshop Open Day 

Fred Barrett attended the open day at the CRT Workshop on the Bradley 

Canal on August 2nd as the SUCS representative. Fred writes: 

I am a volunteer on the Pryces Bridge Crickheath project and a member of 
Council and was delighted to attend the CRT open day on behalf of the    
Society. 

As a boy I lived fairly locally, and went to school in Bilston in the late 1950’s 
but this was the first time that I had ventured along this canal arm. 

The location had great character, with an original bridge providing access to 
the basin that served the boatyard in earlier times. 
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The site was very interesting with an 
array of finished lock gates, bearing 
the names of their final destinations 
roughly painted on bottom end beams. 
There were stacks of huge, sawn oak 
beams, waiting to be converted into 
gate sections. 

Another interesting feature was the set 
of cricket pitch water sprinklers dotted 
about the yard to spray the assortment 
of wooden material to prevent the oak 
from drying out.  

Inside the building, the items under 
construction were truly amazing due to 
the huge, natural oak lengths, the size of the gates and the precise detailing 
of joints and attached hardware. The high degree of craftsmanship and scale 
of these gates made a lasting impression. The stores were like a treasure 
trove of all the different metal items and parts needed to service the needs of 
manty different canal systems. 

The building itself is a true museum piece having two dry docks inside the 
building– now unused. 

One of them is partially 
boarded over but still has, 
in the open part, a huge 
steel hooped girder, which 
was part of a linear set of 
three. A boat would be 
floated into this set of 
hoops and then clamped 
to all of them. Water would 
then be drained from the 
chamber. The clamped 
boat would then be turned 
through 180 degrees, so 
that the bottom of the boat 
was then at the top and 
work on the shell could be 
easily managed.  

The CRT Staff were very 
enthusiastic and willing to 
explain what was going 
on. The afternoon was a 
genuine experience. 

Fred Barrett. 
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David Wain OBE 1927-2018 
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Tribute to David Brownfield Wain OBE, who died on 19th August 2018. 

 

David Wain was born in Christleton, Chester in 1927 and, except for the time 

after the 2nd World War when he served in the RAF, he has lived near the 

Shropshire Union Canal all his life. 

As a schoolboy he was allowed to tinker with the boat engines.  When the 

war came, the hiring out of cruisers was no longer feasible and what had 

been a thriving business with 13 craft was closed down. 

After 3 years in the RAF, David joined his father who had set up a new hire 

business and he worked making new wooden craft for hire.  When his father 

died in 1956, David took over the business and named it Inland Hire Cruisers 

Ltd. 

David joined the Association of Pleasure Craft Operators (APCO) and, in 

1962, became the Honorary Secretary and later, the Chairman. He was able 

to put forward his ideas for what needed to be improved on the canals and 

waterways in general. He also supported the plans that some canal societies 

had for restoration of derelict canals - one of these was the formation of the 

Shrewsbury and Newport Canal Association (SNCA) in 1965 but,              

unfortunately, this failed. The SNCA became the Shropshire Union Canal 

Society (SUCS) in 1966 and David became a committee member. 

At this time the Government was planning the Transport Act which had a  

section relating to canals and waterways which David was asked to give   

advice on. The Act was passed in 1968 and the Inland Waterways Amenity  

Advisory Council (IWAAC) was also set up. As the owner of a hire boat   

business, David was appointed as a member of IWAAC which allowed him to 

formally give independent advice to the Government. This involved travelling 

all over the country to carry out inspections and make reports to enable the 

canal system run by the British Waterways Board to be improved. 

In 1971 David and Harry Machin, who was also a leading SUCS   committee 

member, bought the horse-drawn and hire fleets at Llangollen.  They also 

investigated the idea of a canal museum at Llangollen which was              

subsequently opened. This was to lead, in later years, to David's                 

involvement with the National Waterways Museum at Ellesmere Port. 
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In late 1972 David was on a train going to a meeting  and sitting opposite him 

was a journalist who was interested in what David was reading about the 

Montgomery Canal. This chance conversation lead to the involvement of the 

Prince of Wales Committee who were looking for a project to improve the 

environment and provide facilities for children. The Montgomery Canal was 

subsequently considered to be the ideal project. 

In 1973 David decided to sell his hire boat business and concentrate on canal 

improvements through IWAAC and a number of groups nationally, including 

the Inland Waterways Association, Trent and Mersey Canal Society and the 

Parliamentary Waterways Group. He became Chair of IWAAC in 1977 and 

remained so for 15 years until his retirement in 1992. In 1983 he was     

awarded an OBE for his services in the development of tourism and          

recreation on the British Inland Waterways. 

His support for the canal system can be seen by the number of societies 

which, at different times, made him a Vice President. One of these was 

SUCS, which in 1993 made him a V.P for his involvement over many years 

and his avid help with the restoration of the Montgomery Canal. 

David. B. Wain - whose enthusiasm and commitment to the canals and     

Inland Waterways of the British Isles over many years allows us to enjoy the 

benefits which he helped instigate. 

 Pat Wilson and Rich Hamp. 

 

Peter started by thanking SUCS for their outstanding work with Restoration 
and financial input, then moved on to the broader Montgomery Canal picture. 

He followed by detailing all of the channels of funding that are available    
including £2.5 million from the Heritage Lottery Fund and £60,000 from 
SUCS. 

SUCS AGM Speaker 

The speaker at our AGM was Peter Birch CEnv; National Environment Policy      

Officer for CRT. His presentation was Restoration of The  Montgomery Canal 

David Wain OBE—continued 
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.  

Peter then covered the following topics:-  

CHANNEL RESTORATION - PRYCES BRIDGE TO CRICKHEATH. 

There was a graphic plan of the phases of work that are completed and/or 
ongoing and those still to be tackled, with anticipated completion dates. 
SUCS are responsible for all but Crickheath Winding Hole, which is being 
done by Contractors Land & Water. He described the construction methods 
and gave a breakdown of the cost - £800K. 

BOATS & WILDLIFE FOR PEOPLE. 

Peter described the history of the Conservation Management Strategy. He 
developed the subject with detailed reference to Great Crested Newts and 
the work that has been done at the New Aston Nature Reserve which has a 
through flow of water from, and back, into the Canal. The cost of this new 
facility was £1.3M. 

A project with Chester Zoo involved Luronium Natan planting.  

Eco monitoring is being conducted as an on-going project. 

COMMUNITY. 

CRT are very pleased to have received The Green Flag Award for 2018 / 19. 

Volunteering hours from April 18
th
 to date totalled 6183, with SUCS      

providing over 4000 hours. 

Old Aston Nature Reserve benefitted from volunteer work. 

Summer 2018 saw over 900 people engaging with the canal, with over half 
being under 25 years of age. Matters are well on track to meet the HLF 
Community Use target. 

HERITAGE ASSET REPAIRS. 

There is a three year programme for minor repairs to weirs, sluices,        
mileposts, locks and bridges. 

OTHER WORKS. 

Dredging has a £320,000 management programme with funding from the 
Postcode Lottery. 

Towpath upgrading has taken place at four locations which is being          
delivered by Kier, Community Payback and an on-going section of 130     
metres at Pryces Bridge by SUCS volunteers. 

 

A full version of his presentation will be on the SUCS Website. 
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Eddowes's Journal, and General Advertiser for Shropshire, and the 
Principality of Wales - Wednesday 03 January 1883 

THE SHROPSHIRE UNION CANAL 

On the Shropshire Union Canal, Beeston, considerable havoc has been 
caused by quicksands. The Beeston lockkeeper, observing that the sides the 
lock were rapidly bulging in, communicated with the engineering department 
of the Company.  

The necessary precautions were not taken a moment too soon, for on   
Thursday matters had grown much worse, props having to be placed across 
the lock to prevent total collapse. The ground round the locks had rapidly 
sunk no less than a foot, which illustrates the immense forces at work       
beneath the surface.  

The occurrence is entirely due the fact that the lock is built on bed of       
quicksand. Indeed such is the treacherous nature of the ground that it was 
found necessary to encase the bed with iron plates, and it is these which are 
now being forced out of position. The bed of the quicksand extends along the 
line for about a mile and half, and as it is near this spot that the pipes of the    
Liverpool Waterworks cross, apprehensions are entertained that the work of 
laying the mains will be one of some difficulty. The employees of the London 
and North-Western Railway Company, who work the Shropshire Union     
Canal, are engaged in great numbers in excavating the sand and              
endeavouring to secure the safety of the canal. 

 

Wellington Journal - Saturday 01 December 1883 

GREAT FIRE AT CHESTER 

On Thursday night a fire broke out in the offices of the Shropshire Union   
Canal Company, abutting on the Shropshire Union Canal at Chester. The fire 
was first seen by the wife of the boatman on board the Condor. The night 
watchman, Jackson, was informed, and a messenger was immediately     
despatched to the engine station of the Chester fire brigade, and in a very 
brief space of time two engines were at work.    

The fire when discovered was raging in the upper Offices. The building    
consisted of three storeys, and in less than half an hour the flames had    
obtained a complete grip on the north end of the building, and began backing 
towards the south, driving the firemen, who had pluckily clambered on the 
roof, before them.  

 

Press Cuttings from the past 
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Ultimately the roof fell in with a tremendous crash. Water was found in  
abundance, and the energies of the firemen were confined to preventing the 
extension of the conflagration to the storehouses adjoining, which contain 
immense quantities oil and other highly combustible materials. Ample      
assistance was at hand to secure books, papers, and valuable documents, 
which were hurriedly pitched out and gathered into sacks for safety. The 
Shropshire Union Canal Company Is worked by the London and            
North-Western Railway Company. Three persons fell into the canal during 
the  conflagration, but were rescued.  

 

Wellington Journal - Saturday 12 May 1888 

SHROPSHIRE ECHOES IN TOWN.  

The London and North-Western Railway Company are about to try the     
interesting experiment of running steam engines on rails by the side of the 
Shropshire Union Canal to draw barges. A discussion on the utilization of 
canals occupied two nights this week at the Society of Arts. Sir M. Belch  
advocated the purchase of canals by the State, when a motion was made for 
the State to buy up the railways. As the Duke of Sutherland gets £10,000 a 
year for cession of his rights to the Shropshire Union Canal to the London 
and North-Western, the Government would find they would have to pay a 
good sum for their proposed purchase in Shropshire. 

The Boundaries question appears to have sunk out of sight, though inquiries 
are actively going round in Shropshire. The number of new families         
constantly buying up properties in Shropshire probably accounts for the little 
interest shown in handing over Shropshire to its more wideawake         
neighbours. The magistrates of Worcestershire, Staffordshire, and          
Warwickshire met in force at Birmingham to protest against cession of     
portion of their counties to Birmingham, as proposed by Mr. Chambers, and 
were, I believe, mainly the cause of the Poor-Law disappearing from the  
Local Government Bill. In Shropshire, however, Mr. Chambers has remarked 
that he finds for the first time apparent readiness to part with any portion of 
the county. His Remarks at Knighton have caused much comment. 

Lord Salisbury has passed his Tithe Bill through the House of Lords, with the 
amendment of making the triennial average date from the end next year. 
The doctrine was laid down that land is subject to tithe although it has gone 
out of cultivation. What the smaller landowners will say to this will be seen 
the Lower House. The Queen attended a Drawing Room on Wednesday. 
Amongst those presented was Miss Watson, daughter of the M.P. for 
Shrewsbury.  The Railway Rates Bill will be committed to the Grand       
Committee on Trade. The Local Government Bill, with its amendments, will 
not commence to try its luck till after Whitsuntide. London, Friday.  

 

Jan Johnstone 
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Book launch 

200,000 words and 120 illustrations ... 

Fifteen years of research came to fruition with 
the official launch on 13th October of my book 
on the history of the Shropshire Union Canal, 
its   predecessors and successors. 

About fifty guests met in the upstairs  workshop 
at Ellesmere Depot.  I gave a talk highlighting 
some topics where my impressions of canal     
history had been changed or where my findings 
didn’t accord with popular  canal history. Then 
everybody had the opportunity to examine and 
buy the book (and have a drink and a few    
nibbles) before taking a tour of the depot.    

For every book sold on the day the    publisher, 
the Railway & Canal Historical Society, gave 
the Canal & River Trust a donation — a cheque 
for £69 being handed to Roger Birch.  

 

‘The Shropshire Union Canal: from the 
Mersey to the Midlands and Mid-Wales’ 
can be bought through the website of the 
Railway & Canal Historical Society 
https://rchs.org.uk/publications, for £35. 

Peter Brown 

Peter Brown will be a familiar name to a lot of our members and is a well-

known historical contributor to Cuttings magazine.  
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Crossing the Mersey?         

 

Is anyone planning to cross the Mersey in May 2019? 

 

SUCS members Bob & Viv Boden are wondering if  there are any other  
members planning a flotilla crossing the Mersey next spring? They are     
looking to be in Liverpool for the Tall Ships week in May and if there is a 
SUCS convoy, would like to join in.   

If anyone is thinking of organising and leading a convoy please let the editors 
know on sucuttingseditor@gmail.com and we will pass your message on to 
Bob & Viv. 

mailto:sucuttingseditor@gmail.com
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Restoration Autumn Update 

 

The old maxim that the success of any civil engineering job depends on the 
ground conditions and the weather was illustrated by the Society’s restoration 
activities during the summer.  A favourable combination of both permitted 
some remarkable progress on the channel works.   

Work in the early part of the year had 
concentrated on the installation of the 
drain in the channel, which is           
necessary to lower ground water    
levels to permit channel shaping. This 
had been slow going, doing  about ten 
metres a day through water bearing 
gravel. By the start of the June work 
party the drain was installed along 
approximately half the length of the 
current phase, but our luck was about 
to change.  June saw the start of the  
prolonged spell of very un-British dry 
weather which lasted for the rest of 
the summer and into much of the   
autumn.  On the second day of the 
June event the ground changed to stiff 
clay through which a trench could be 

dug quickly. So much so that 40 metres of channel was levelled and the drain 
installed during the day - a rate of 
progress far in excess of  anything 
ever achieved before. Another day’s 
work and all of a sudden, we had 
finished the drain and channel  
shaping could start in earnest.  

The channel works for the rest of 
the year consisted of shifting large 
quantities of fill from the stockpile 
and elsewhere to build up the    
channel base and slopes to     
something like the correct level,  
followed by final profiling and the 
lining/blocking process. Well, they 
say that practice makes perfect and 
we   became quite good at all of 
these.  

 

 

The block gang in action 

The channel in June 
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A number of problems were 
overcome -  for example the 
continuing dry weather made 
shaping of excavated material 
difficult – but by end of the  
August final shaping reached a 
point half way (105m) between 
Pryces Bridge and our target, 
the clay dam.  

 

 

At this point it was apparent 
that progress was such that 
there was a chance of finishing 
the Phase 1 shaping/lining/blocking during this restoration year and it was 
agreed that an extra weekend be inserted into the schedule. This did the trick 
and the milestones came and went. The shaping had reached 130m by   
September, 180m by October and, to the great relief of all, finished in         
November.  At the time of writing a few metres of blocking remains after 
which the section will be handed over to CRT for water testing.  Quite a year! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As always there are detailed accounts of our activities on the Society website 
http://www.shropshireunion.org.uk/montgomery-canal-restoration. 

David Carter 

The channel in November 

Shaping in the sun 

http://www.shropshireunion.org.uk/montgomery-canal-restoration
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Berwick Tunnel Developments 

It is two months since the   
Shrewsbury Group introduced 
weekly work parties on a      
Thursday and the small group of 
regular work party members have 
made significant advances in   
uncovering the canal on either 
side of the Berwick Tunnel. Over 
this period work has focused on 
the South/East cutting, restoring a 
basic towpath through the very 
thick undergrowth, towards the 
tunnel portal. This will enable 
members to get tools and         
materials to the portal where the 
stonework will be cleared of    
vegetation and minor repairs 
made. As the group push on    
towards the portal some members 
are carrying out work to the canal 
infrastructure that has been     
uncovered. In particular Widows 
Bridge has been cleared of most vegetation, with stonework being uncovered 
either side to mark out the canal banks. The bridge is in good condition   
needing only repointing of the brickwork and repositioning of two coping 
stones. Plans are in place to clean and repair the rural stonework supporting 
the towpath leading up to the bridge.  

In the longer term the 
Shrewsbury group plan to 
restore the whole Berwick 
Loop to full navigation,   
hopefully working with the 
National Trust, who own a 
length of the canal bed. In 
addition, plans are being 
made to develop this        
section as a stand-alone   
visitor attraction which, if  
successful, will produce the 
income needed to maintain it 
until the main canal arrives. 

 Widows Bridge brickwork 

uncovered 

Slowly the canal emerged  as  

vegetation clearance progressed 
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The Shrewsbury Group have 

really enjoyed getting to grips 

with some real canal          

restoration work and seeing a 

waterway reappear from the 

tangled undergrowth. If you 

would like to get involved in 

this exciting work, ALL are 

welcome at our Thursday 

work parties or monthly work 

party (on the last Saturday of 

each month) so please come 

along and get involved. 

 

More information is available from Andrew on 07967 135223 or Alistair on 

07980 123444. 

John Myers 

Shrewsbury & Newport Canal Trust  

Towpath now cleared under Widows Bridge 

The tracked wheelbarrow was a real 

boon! 

The North/West cutting 

has not been forgotten and 

tidying the vegetation has 

taken place along with the 

construction of a timber 

skeleton to support the 

lengthsmans hut while 

work takes place.  
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CRT will carry out more than £612,000 worth of repairs to the Shropshire 
Union Canal this winter. The five month project includes repair or replace 11 
worn-out lock gates, missing brickwork, masonry, culverts, lock ladders and 
other vital tasks at various sections along the 66 mile canal through 
Cheshire and Shropshire.  

Before each separate lock or section is drained, fish will be rescued and 
transported to another part of the canal which remains in water. All the new 
lock gates are hand-crafted in oak at a specialist CRT workshop using 
traditional skills. The old gates will generally be craned out and the new 
gates craned in as part of a spectacular lift movement.  

A free open day at Northgate Locks in Chester in February will give people a 
chance to get up close to the repairs, enjoy a rare opportunity to walk 
through a drained lock chamber and talk to canal engineers. 

Work includes:  

Replacement lock gate at Chester’s Northgate middle lock. 

Replacement lock gate at Wharton’s Lock (Lock 10) near Beeston. 

New gates and repairs at Locks 8,9,10 and 15 in Audlem. 

Replacement of two lock gates at Tyrley Lock 2, south of Market Drayton 

  

£600k make over The Shroppie 

      Replacing lock gates on The  Shropshire Union 
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.  

Ged King, construction manager with the Canal & River Trust, said: “This 
canal repair project is really important. We’ll be emptying millions of litres of 
water from the canal, moving thousands of fish and lifting multi-tonne lock 
gates through the air into place.  

Although the canal is nearly 200 years old, it is just as relevant today as in 
Victorian times, when it was constructed to move goods between the West 
Midlands and the port of Liverpool on the River Mersey.  

he beautiful rural Shropshire Union Canal is one of the most popular         
waterways in the country with boaters. Its wooden lock gates typically last 
around 25 years and allow thousands of boats to travel from place to place 
each year. Each new gate is made to measure, weighs several tonnes, and is 
handcrafted from seasoned oak so that it fits perfectly in the lock            
chamber.  Once in place, the new lock gates will help the Trust conserve   
water and keep boats moving along the waterway.” 

For more information on the Canal & River Trust’s vital winter waterway    
repair programme and public open days, visit https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/

about-us/our-campaigns/open-days.  

 

RICHARD POTTER LTD 
 

Supplier of Quality Hardwoods, Softwoods and Sheet Materials to 

many Narrowboat Owners 

 

We always have large stocks of veneered and marine plywood 

together with extensive stocks of other sheets, hardwoods, etc. 

We offer a full cutting to size and machining service. 

Local delivery service. 

 

Millstone Lane, Nantwich, Cheshire CW5 5PN 

Telephone 01270 625791 Fax 01270 610483 

 

Monday - Friday 8:00 am to 5:00 pm 

Saturday 8:30 am to 4:30 pm 

Sunday (stock and shop sales only) 10:00 am to 1:00 pm  

 

Website address www.fortimber.demon.co.uk 

E-mail richardpotter@fortimber.demon.co.uk 

https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/about-us/our-campaigns/open-days
https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/about-us/our-campaigns/open-days
http://www.fortimber.demon.co.uk
mailto:richardpotter@fortimber.demon.co.uk
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Mikron comes to Gnosall 

Get Well Soon 
 
We were blessed with a beautiful balmy, end of summer evening, on        
Saturday 1

st
 September, when Mikron Theatre Company, once again, visited 

Gnosall. Mikron travel around the country in their narrowboat, Tyseley,    
performing in a variety of mainly canalside venues. 
 
The garden at Coton Mill was full to capacity, with a record audience of over 
150 people all looking forward to one of Mikron’s inimitable plays entitled 
‘Get Well Soon’. They told the story of the NHS from Nye Bevan through to 
the current day with drama, laughter, music and song. 
 
The performance began with the birth of a baby boy, to be called Nye, just 
as the NHS was born, 70 years ago. We next met Nye, at the age of nearly 
70,  being discharged from St Monica’s Hospital after a stroke, with his 
granddaughter being most concerned that he was not well enough to look 
after himself at home. There followed an all too familiar story of cuts and   
privatisations in the NHS, told through the story of St Monica’s and the local 
supporting health care providers. This was added to by the wonderful       
relationship between an overworked (but soon to be made redundant)     
District Nurse and the recovering Nye. To add more difficulty, it transpired 
that the stressed hospital manager at St Monica’s was Nye’s son! 
 
The whole tale was told, in Mikron style, with the four actors rapidly changing 
character, costume and instrument making us laugh, cry and nod our heads 
in agreement as the story enfolded. 

 
As is usual with Mikron, no tickets required,  cash 
collections are  taken after the show. More      
information about Mikron can be found at 
www.mikron.org.uk 

The Mikron Theatre company brought their  travelling  performance of 

“Get Well Soon” to  a canalside garden  on The Shroppie. 
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                                                          Mikron play to a packed garden in Gnosall  
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Middlewich Breach—update 

 

Carol and I attended the Canal and River 
Trust open weekend in September to witness 
the progress that had been made with the 
major breach on the Middlewich. The       
progress, from what was an extremely large 
hole was excellent, following some very   
challenging hurdles in even getting plant to 
the site along with several environmental 
considerations. 

 

Recently, Cuttings has taken the opportunity 
to make contact with businesses up and 
down the Shroppie to find out how they feel that their business has been  
affected by the breach. Not all businesses responded, but the  comments we 
have received would seem to suggest that hire companies have, in general 
been just about on track with bookings. However, hirers were said to be    
disappointed that they could not complete the Four Counties Ring, which for 
many foreign visitors and other hirers had been their initial plan, but even so, 
much enjoyment had been had by these hirers by taking advantage of other 
routes.  

 

It would appear from our research that businesses on the south Shroppie 
have been less affected by the breach than those further north, although, 
businesses on the Middlewich have been badly affected by the lack of    
passing trade, such as diesel sales, pump outs, ad hoc moorings and general 
maintenance work requirements. Picking up boats for brokerage purposes 
also proved difficult especially if they were situated on the northern canals as 
the journeys to get them to the various sites were much longer than normal. 
However, one business reported a positive, as some hirers, who were unable 
to complete the Four Counties Ring in 2018 have booked for 2019! 

 

Andy Johnson, Senior Project Manager with CRT says “The next phase of 
the works is to install 220m of waterproof lining.  This will then have a       
protective concrete layer installed over it. The weather will be critical to timely  
completion of these phases. The waterproof liner needs to be installed in the 
dry and temperature is critical for the protective concrete lining.  Weather  
permitting, these will be completed early December.   

 

 

Work in progress—Sept 
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Andy continues: “This will be followed 
by removal of the access ramp      
constructed to allow access for       
excavators, dumpers etc into the bed 
of the canal.  There will then be a 
staged refill of the canal and a short 
period of testing at each stage       
programmed for the middle of         
December.  At the same time as the 
refill and testing stage, the new      
towpath will be constructed, fencing 
installed and topsoiling/seeding    
completed.  Following a successful 
staged refill and testing period, the 
dam constructed towards the         
Middlewich end of the works will be 
removed.” 

 

 

 

At the recent North West User   
Forum, we took the opportunity to 
get a first hand update from the 
Canal and River Trust and we are 
pleased to report that further good 
progress has been made with the 
breach and, subject to the weather, 
it is still very much on the cards 
that the Middlewich Branch will be 
fully open by Christmas. Questions 
were asked as to whether such a 
breach could occur again and 
whilst no-one can say never, a 
number of initiatives have been 

built in to the repair to help prevent such an occurrence. 

We sincerely hope that all continues well with the repair and we are 
also  pleased to share a couple of photos taken very recently.  

Rod Hamilton-King 

 

New canal bed profiling 

New profile taking shape 
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Volunteers are to play a vital role in maintaining Aston Locks Nature        
Reserve on the Montgomery Canal, thanks to a new partnership between 
the Canal & River Trust charity and Shropshire County Council’s Wild Teams 
that provide outdoor volunteering opportunities and are supported by public 
health funding. 
Part of the restoration work involves the creation of two new large pools next 
to the Aston Lock flight, as well as enhancement of an existing series of 
ponds and habitats close to the first lock – collectively forming the Aston 
Locks nature reserve complex.  
Volunteers from the Shropshire Wild Team will be making regular visits to 
the existing pond to cut back overgrown vegetation, clear paths and monitor 
the rare aquatic plants and animals which are being encouraged to create a 
new home at the reserve, away from the canal.  
Simon Brown, Wild Team development officer, said: “This is a fantastic    
project which benefits both volunteers and the local environment. Volunteers 
are normally referred to us because they have issues with mental health, 
social isolation, long term unemployment or learning disabilities. Many of 
them are inactive and this project may be one of the few times they venture 
out of the house each week. Our aim is to do genuine, useful work and    
improve green spaces around the county, while giving the volunteers a    
purpose and boosting their self-confidence. We can often find some people 
may be nervous or even quite withdrawn when they first join, but within a 
couple of weeks we see they are talking and laughing along with everyone 
else in the team. Many people really seem to turn a corner and begin to    
realise their self-potential. We have even had a number of our volunteers go 
back into work. This project to support the Montgomery Canal restoration is 
a great opportunity to make a real difference.”  

 

Wild Teams Volunteer at Aston 
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Craig O’Brien, volunteer leader with the Canal & River Trust, added: “We are 
very grateful to Simon and the Wild Team for their enthusiastic support and 
valuable contribution. We hope the volunteers will find inspiration in this 
beautiful place and gain useful skills for the future.” 
Good progress has been made since funding was announced a year ago 
towards upgrading nearly five miles of towpath, restoring 1¼ miles of the 
canal to navigation from Maesbury to Crickheath and creating a winding hole. 
This will enable boats to return to the area for the first time since 1936 when 
the canal was closed.  
Canal & River Trust project manager David Hennessey explained: “The 
absence of boat movements over the last 80 years has allowed the           
man-made channel to become colonised by a wide range of rare flora and 
fauna. By creating a new three hectare wildlife habitat, we will be able to 
protect and conserve these species for generations to come, while enabling 
boats to return by excavating the main channel into a navigation again.”  
The Trust is working closely with Natural England to monitor the success of 
the reserves and hopes to double boat movements along this section of the 
Montgomery Canal from 2,500 to 5,000 per year in the next three to five 
years.  
The Montgomery Canal Partnership aims to restore the canal fully within the 
next decade as a haven for people and nature.  
 

 

 

 

http://www.canal-boatbuilders-services.co.uk/intro.html
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Festival time again! 

Once more we attended at Ellesmere and Whitchurch, driving the trip boat. 
This year we were delighted to find ‘Bala’ resplendent with newly restored 
paintwork! 

 

Over the weekend 167 passengers were given a ride from the end of the 
Ellesmere arm to the winding hole upstream and back again. They were very 
appreciative and generous with their thanks and donations. The weather was 
predicted to be dodgy, so the stall was installed under cover in the yard. In 
spite of this less than ideal   situation, a healthy profit of over £200 (including 
a donation from C & RT) was made.  

 

A similar operation at 
Whitchurch on 1

st
 and 2

nd
 of 

September       involved 40 trips 
for ‘Bala’ with a total of 360  
people – a remarkable    
achievement! The weather was 
kind and the stall did well,      
benefiting too from an ideal   
position.  

 

  

 

        

       Small Teams Task Volunteers 
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Between the events at Ellesmere and 
Whitchurch, we managed another work  
party at Swanley locks. We re-painted these 
locks not long ago, but rain had interfered 
with our work and wear and tear had taken 
its toll. The  weather this time was good, 
and the freshly painted look should last a 
little longer! 

 

                   

Unfortunately the September work 
party was postponed, but a small 
group took the opportunity to do some 
outstanding work. The new water 
point at Cholmondeston was          
furnished with paving… 

      

 

 

 

… and preparatory work was undertaken at Barbridge where a memorial for 
Paul Mills is to be installed.  

        

We are always prepared to welcome new members. Contact John Riley for 
details. 

Please address all STTV correspondence to:       Bulletin matters to: 

John Riley 01352 741322 / 07518 040632           John Bannister 

john.riley295@btinternet.com                               johnbann@aol.com  
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0871 200 8021 
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Cheshire Cat Narrowboat Holidays 
 
Hire one of our comfortable, 2 - 8 berth narrowboats 
to explore the beautiful canals of Cheshire, 
Shropshire and North Wales.  Take the trip of a 
lifetime over the world-famous Pontcysyllte Aqueduct, 
visit historic Chester, the Anderton Boat Lift or cruise 
around the Four Counties or Cheshire Rings. 
Based at Overwater Marina, just north of Audlem. 
 

Full tuition given, pets welcome at no extra charge. 
 

www.cheshirecatnarrowboats.co.uk 
Call 07867 790195 for more details. 
 

Cheshire Cat Training 
Narrowboat Handling courses to suit all abilities.  Half
-day basic boat handling, RYA Inland Waterways 
Helmsman and Inland Waterways Crew certificates, 
two day Life Afloat courses. 
 

Phone 07867 790195 for details of our next course. 
 
www.cheshirecattraining.co.uk 

M & L Canal Services 
 

• Boat Safety Scheme Examinations and remedial work 

• Breakdown and Call-out service 

• Engine Servicing and repairs 

• Plumbing and Electrical work 

• LPG gas installations, testing and repairs  

• Gas Safe registered 
 
Call Mark on 07970 384047 

http://www.canalcontracting.co.uk/
http://www.cheshirecatnarrowboats.co.uk
http://www.cheshirecattraining.co.uk
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“Will they ever finish?” 

 That’s a question we sometimes get asked and perhaps understandably so 
as the restoration’s been going on for 49 years. So I thought Members 
might be interested to know how we answer the question. 

We point out that about half the Canal has already been restored. The 12 
miles or so around Welshpool and the five miles or so down from the    
Llangollen Canal to Maesbury. 17 of the Canal’s 35 miles length.  

We point out the current restoration works, helped enormously by the     
Heritage Lottery Fund money and the efforts of the valiant volunteers     
organised by the Society, which should get us another two miles to     
Crickheath Basin in 2020. 

We tell them that this restoration doesn’t have some of the problems faced 
by others in places across the country – e.g. that the Canal is in single 
ownership * and hasn’t been sold off; that all * the locks have been        
restored, using the skills of volunteers; that there is a known source of    
water supply; that there are no collapsed tunnels or missing aqueducts.         
(* = apart from the last part to Newtown). Compared with some of those 
other projects, the Montgomery restoration is “easy” – Ha! Ha! 

Then we refer them to the 10 years Restoration Strategy, worked out in 
conjunction with Canal & River Trust. Five years to get to Llanymynech and 
the Welsh border (where the Canal is in water). Another five miles to get 
back to Welshpool. The timetable’s slipped a bit but it’s still worthwhile a 
read as it sets out the remaining works to be done. See                      
https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/media/original/28659-the-montgomery-canal-
restoration-strategy.pdf?v=70c2ed 

We tell people about the wonderful built and natural heritage the Canal  
offers. About the 127 listed structures along it’s length and the Sites of   
Special Scientific Interest. That the new nature reserves almost finished at 
Aston are the last major reserves needed in Shropshire and that this will 
mean the number of allowed boat movements being doubled from 2,500 to 
5,000 (to put that into perspective, about 10,000 boats a year use New 
Marton locks on the Llangollen). And that this will bring extra money to the 
businesses along the Canal and in the wider corridor. 

We tell people about the support we have from Shropshire and Powys 
Councils – with the Leaders of both Councils being keen to see the        
restoration finished. About how keen Welshpool and Newtown Town   
Councils are to see the Canal restored. We talk about our meetings with 
Lord Dafydd Elis-Thomas, the Welsh Government Tourism Minister. 
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We talk about our conversations with Welsh landowners about building the 
needed new Welsh nature reserves. We talk about our solutions to the four 
lowered bridges in Powys which block the way to Welshpool. 

We tell people about the marvellous volunteers helping on various parts of 
the Canal and the varied skills they bring. We tell people about our fund         
raising efforts as without money for materials and equipment our volunteers 
cannot work. 

We tell people about the plans to rebuild Schoolhouse Bridge and that we 
are over £250,000 towards the £300,000 fund raising target (helped by a 
£70,000 legacy via the IWA and £12,000 from the Society). That if they wish 
to donate, they should look at restorethemontgomerycanal.uk   And that we 
expect to submit a planning application in 2019 so the works can be done in 
2020. 

We tell people we always want to 
plan ahead. So what’s next after         
Crickheath Basin is reached in 
2020? In conjunction with the  
Society, we are starting to look in 
detail at the next half mile section 
from Crickheath Bridge to what 
will be the rebuilt Schoolhouse 
Bridge. 

We tell people we want to take a 
leaf out of the Ffestiniogg        
Railway’s       restoration book and 
be able to have a full time        
volunteer manager with a range of 
volunteers coming 5 days or 
week. 

We tell people that with their help 
by donating or volunteering, we 
can make faster progress. We tell 
people we are looking for         
volunteers skilled in     surveying; 
in costs estimating; in the        
construction trades. That anyone 
can volunteer to help fund raise. 

Do you think that’s convincing? 

John Dodwell 

Chair of the Montgomery Canal 
Partnership  
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Winter Stoppages 2018—2019 

The Canal & River Trust have released their planned programme of winter 
stoppages. Again there are significant works on the Shropshire Union        
canals. The main line and Middlewich will be affected before Christmas, with 
the Llangollen, Montgomery and more main line works in the new year. 

Before Christmas: Lock repairs: Cholmondeston (Middlewich); Audlem 
Locks 8 to 12 & 15, Tyrley Lock 2, Adderley Lock 2,3 & 5. Others: Rutters Br 
2 (Middlewich); Norbury Br 38; Railway Br 89A, Culvert at Br 72 

After Christmas: Lock repairs: Hurleston 1 & 4; Swanley Lock 2; Poveys 
Lock; Grindley Brook Lock 4 (Llangollen): Frankton Locks 1 & 4 
(Montgomery): Northgate Middle Lock 2; Wharton’s Lock 10 (Main Line).   
Others: Platts Br 5; Grange Br 13; Whitehouses Tunnel and Pontcysyllte        
Aqueduct (Llangollen) 

Full details can be found at canalandrivertrust.org.uk/notices/winter – or     
follow the link from the “Boating” link on the home page. 

Dates for your Diary - 2018-19 

till 15/12       Montgomery Canal Photographic Exhibition 11am - 5pm 

  Powysland Museum, Welshpool  

4/12  Recording Historic Vessels workshop 

  National Waterways Museum Ellesmere Port 

5/12  Archives in the Afternoon 

  National Waterways Museum Ellesmere Port 

8/12  Christmas Concert 7.30pm – 10pm 

  National Waterways Museum Ellesmere Port 

Dec 8/9/15 Christmas Cruises 

16/22/23/24 National Waterways Museum Ellesmere Port 

Feb TBA      Northgate Lock Open Day, Chester 
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http://www.nantwichmarina.co.uk/


 

Cuttings Winter 2018 Page 36 

CRT North West User Forum 

On a wild, wet and very windy evening in a marquee at the base of the      
Anderton lift the second of two North-West forums took place. The meeting 
was well-attended and gave the new North West team the opportunity to   
provide updates on the new regional structure, major projects and operational 
matters as well as an overview of volunteering and engagement in the region. 
For the most part the audience were engaged and the atmosphere convivial.  
There was ample time following the presentations for questions from the floor. 
Key points included: 

Internal structural reorganisation process is on-going. The region will be     
further sub-divided into areas, each with a dedicated area manager. Likely 
timescale for implementation is March 2019. 

Major challenges this year – including the Middlewich breach, the Marple 
flight closure and multiple canal closures due to lack of water.  

Approx. 45% of the overall CRT budget for projects has been spent in the 
North West region this financial year. The Middlewich breach alone will cost 
nearly 10% of the overall budget. 

A significant rise in brand recognition overall since the CRT relaunch and new 
logo – up from 32% to 41%. 

Major towpath improvements at Nantwich courtesy of Section 106 funding 
(conditions applied to housing development planning permission). 

Middlewich breach – still on course to reopen to navigation before Christmas, 
with further works to be completed in January. A media event will be          
organised when the exact date is known. 

CRT have taken the opportunity whilst various unplanned closures have been 
in place to undertake several maintenance works. A dedicated reactive 
maintenance team is now in place. 

Towpath closure on Chester town centre – CRT and Chester Council to meet 
to discuss an acceptable  resolution to this ongoing closure. 

Magnet fishing & fly-tipping continue to frustrate CRT with costs for waste 
disposal rising year on year. Very difficult to take action with those             
responsible as by the very nature of these activities most are in isolated areas 
with no witnesses or CCTV coverage. 

See page 43 for West Midlands Forum 

 

 

SUCS now straddles two CRT regions – West Midlands and North West. 
Both regions have recently held user forums. Both regional directors, Daniel 
Greenhalgh for North West and Adnan Saif in West Midlands, stressed that 
from the perspective of SUCS the service we receive should be seamless.  
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   Annual Subscriptions  

 

 

New Members 

 

We all extend a warm welcome to our new members: 

Mr G Deakin of Oswestry 

Mr D Lewis of Braintree, Essex 

Mr M Harper of Milton Keynes 

Mr T Revel of Aylesbury 

Mr M Miller of Sheffield 

Mr S Mackay of Thurby, Lincs as a Life member 

Mr and Mrs C Thompson of Hailsham, Sussex as Life Members 

Mr and Mrs G Finch of Y Felinheli, Gwynedd 

Ian Hendley 

Annual subscriptions for the year to 30 June 2019 were due on 1 July - 
please pay yours now if you have not already done so!  If you wish to use 
on-line banking, please quote your membership number as a reference  
together with the following the details: 

 

Shropshire Union Canal Society; Sort Code 55-50-05; Acct No 01630962 

 

Our subscription remains unchanged at £10 annually for a single, double or 
family membership. If I have not received your renewal by the end of      
December, your membership will lapse. 

The Society depends on a steady influx of new members so if you know of 
anybody who would like to join, please point them at our website which  
contains a down-loadable membership application.  Alternatively, contact 
me and I will send you a small pack of membership applications and      
publicity leaflets. 

You can contact me about these or any other membership matter at 28, 
Millfield Drive, Market Drayton TF9 1HS, telephone 01630 656525 or by 
email to sucsmemsec@btinternet.com.   

Ian Hendley 
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Could this 
request be 

aimed at 
any cows 
passing on 
the towpath 
opposite?!  

  Polite request!! 

mailto:sucsmemsec@btopenworld.com
http://www.swanleybridgemarina.com/
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Stamps Coins & Post Cards 

I am awaiting a cheque form my stamp dealer so at present the total is as last 

time @ £278. A large delivery has now come from IWA/WRG so when I have 

sorted them the total will be good next year.  

Thank you this time to:- 

Anon x 2  A Baron  P Bradley & friends 

D Brown  C Butler  R & C Hamilton-King 

L Fowler   Firth family  J Heath (Australia) 

S Lalieu  A Lindop  C Magner 

G Morgan  V & E Moses H & D Newall 

J & J Riley  P W Trudgill  J Webber 

NB Brock  IWA/WRG  North Shropshire Trefoil Guild 

Remember to save the stamps from your Christmas cards!! 

Pat Wilson 
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LOCK WIND AUGUST 2018 

Another successful event 
which was enjoyed by all 
the helpers.  The venue 
at New Marton Top Lock 
is a bit challenging to 
drive to (very bumpy 
towpath access to the 
lock cottage) but once 
there it is a perfect 
venue.  We raised £1050 
over the four days and 
donations were 
particularly generous on 
the Saturday when it 
rained very hard all day 
and boaters were very 
pleased not to have to 
operate the lock! 

We shall be holding lock winds over the late May bank holiday and the 
August bank holiday 2019 and would appreciate any offers of help to 
nbrosie2002@gmail.com 

 

FUNDRAISING – PRINTER TONERS AND CARTRIDGES 

We continue to recycle printer toners and 
cartridges, not a great fundraiser, but every little 
helps! 

We receive very good amounts for the style of ink 
cartridge pictured herewith, anything from £1 to 
around £3.50 dependant on the manufacturer, 
whereas the big toner cartridges can fetch as little 
as 5 pence!  

Please keep saving them and if you are not sure 
if they can be recycled, please e mail us a picture 
and we can let you know.  
nbrosie2002@gmail.com 

Thank you 

Gill Robertson 

 

Fundraising 2018 

http://www.overwatermarina.co.uk/
mailto:nbrosie2002@gmail.com
mailto:nbrosie2002@gmail.com
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Remember SUCS at Christmas! 

 

Do you shop online? 

If so please consider helping the Society by creating an account with Give as 
You Live (www.giveasyoulive.com)  It costs you nothing and they do not   
require any details from you other than an e mail address and a password, 
and the name of your chosen charity which we would like you to set up as 
Shropshire Union Canal Society.  When you shop on line, log in to your Give 
as You Live account and select the store you wish to use - Amazon, E Bay, 
John Lewis, Debenhams, M & S to name but a few.  Any purchases you 
make will attract a percentage donation (varies from store to store but is 
shown online) direct to the Society.  Please Help Us – it is so easy to do and 
costs you nothing!  

Thank you! 

Gill Robertson 

Chas Hardern Boats Ltd est 1972 

 

Family run 2 - 6 berth warm and comfortable narrowboats for hire.  All year 

cruising.  Short breaks generally available.  Dog friendly.  Excellent tuition.  

 

Services on site: diesel, gas, pump-out, gift shop. 

 

Also: Gas Safe engineer, 24hr breakdown service.  40 years experience with 

all engine and internal boat repairs. 

 

Members of IWA, BMF, APCO, FSB  Hireboat  handover external audit  

 

T: 01829 732595 E-mail: Chasboats@aol.com Web: www.chashardern.co.uk 
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Regional boundaries for Shropshire Union: Autherley Junction to top of 
Audlem Locks; Montgomery Canal and Llangollen Canal to Povey’s Lock 

More visitors than ever to the Pontcysyllte aqueduct. Funding secured for 
towpath repairs and new signage in next year 

Safety concerns at Pontcysyllte with warnings issued to paddleboarders seen 
crossing the aqueduct. 

See also main article on forums—page 36 

Do you know who painted these? 

Painted stools 

These two stools were found in a junk 
shop in Gloucester by SUCS members 
Ian and Mary Bennett. One stool 
bears the name ‘George’, and the oth-
er ‘Ellen Grace’. Unusually, both 
stools are  dated June 1928, marked 
in the    graining on the underside of 
the stool top. 

The Bennetts would like to know who the painter might be and if there are 
any records of a boating couple called George and Ellen Grace, or perhaps 
siblings with those names.  

Stools like these were used on narrowboats, positioned on the footboard to 
allow children an extra foot or so of height to steer the boat to give their 
parents time for a meal or rest. Judging by the condition of the top of 
George’s stool, he spent more time steering than Ellen Grace.  

If any members can throw any light on their history or have seen other 
painted ware by the same painter, please contact the editors at Cuttings as 
the owners would be delighted to find out more. 

Article reproduced by kind permission of 

Narrowboat Magazine 

West Midlands User Forum 

http://www.giveasyoulive.com
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Chas-Hardern-Boats/239576126090656?ref=ts&fref=ts
mailto:chasboats@aol.com
http://www.chashardern.co.uk
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Where are these? 

Anyone know where these wellies can be found on The 

Shroppie? 
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Copy Deadlines 

Cuttings is published 4 times per year, in June, September, December and 
March.  Copy deadlines are 1st May, 1st August, 1st November and 1st 
February. COPY CANNOT BE ACCEPTED AFTER THESE DATES. 

Cuttings Editors:   Rod & Carol Hamilton-King  
                             01630 656732 or R: 07889 171598 or C: 07788 750474 
                             41 Waterside Drive, Market Drayton, Shropshire, TF9 1HU 
                             E-mail: sucuttingseditor@gmail.com 
 

The views expressed in Cuttings are not necessarily those of the Shropshire 
Union Canal Society. 

Contacting Cuttings 

Articles for Cuttings 

We are always pleased to receive contributions for Cuttings.  Text, photos 
etc. can be sent by post or by e-mail.  If you are ‘no good at the words’ 
simply send us the basis of your idea with all the relevant details and we will 
gladly put an article together for you. 

 

BOAT SAFETY CERTIFICATES 

            competitive rates 

10% discount for SUCS members! 

 

ALL BORDER COUNTIES WATERWAYS COVERED 

 

NEAL DODD MABSSE  BSS Authorised Examiner 

 (01686) 630250 (evenings)  wharfhouse@yahoo.co.uk 

http://www.hackgreen.co.uk/
mailto:sucuttings@btinternet.com
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For more information contact: 

Advertising in Cuttings 

The advertising rates are: 

 

Half page:  £75.00 for one year (four issues) 
Full page:  £125.00 for one year (four issues) 

 

There is a 10% discount for Commercial Members.  Adverts can start in any 
issue and will be invoiced annually.  
 

To find out more please contact Advertising Manager, Roger Beswick on 
01244 332553 or e-mail haslemere@chester50.plus.com. 

Discounts from our Advertisers 
Boat Safety Examiner Neal Dodd offers a discount to SUCS members. See 
advert for details. 

Please Support our Advertisers 

Please mention that you saw their advert in Cuttings magazine! 

Work Party Dates for 2018-19 

Collection Boxes 

Our total to date is still under £500 which although not the best of news may 
not necessarily mean that we have collected less money overall, as several 
collectors have yet to report on their autumn rounds, so I hope to have better 
news for the next issue. 

Sarah Thursfield 

1/2           December 18 
11/12/13  January 19 
1/2/3        February 19 
1/2/3        March 19 
5/6/7        April 19 (Not Easter) 
3/4/5/6     May 19 (Inc May Day BH) 
7/8/9       June 19 
5/6/7        July 19 

2/3/4      August 19 
6/7/8     September 19 
4/5/6     October 19 
1/2/3     November 19 

David Carter 01244 661440, 
E-mail: dcartersucs@gmail.com 
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I hereby apply for election as a member of the above Society and agree to 
abide by the rules of the Society.  I enclose my remittance for ………………..* 
being my subscription for the year ended 30 June 201… 
 
 
Signed  …………………………………………………..   Date  ………………….. 
PLEASE PRINT IN BLOCK CAPITALS 
 
 
Name  ………………………………………………… (Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms/Dr/Rev) 
 
 
Address  ……………………………………………………………………………… 
 
 
……………………………………………………………...Post Code  …………… 
 
 
Telephone  ……………………………  E-mail  …………………………………… 
Single, Joint, Family: £10  Juniors under 18: £5  Life Membership £200 
If you are applying for Junior Membership please state your age here ………. 
 

Membership Number (for renewals)  ……………………………………………… 
If you are a United Kingdom tax payer please sign the Gift Aid declaration 
below to enable the Society to reclaim the tax paid on your donations 
(including subscriptions). 
 

Name of Society: The Shropshire Union Canal Society 
I want the charity to treat all donations I have made over the last four years 
and all donations I make hereafter as Gift Aid donations. 
 
Signature  ……………………………………………………..  Date …………….. 
 If it is more convenient for you and helps the Society if you pay by Standing 
Order or direct transfer.  Please ask for the appropriate form or set it up with 
your bank using National Westminster Bank Sort Code 55-50-05, account 
number 01630962 and give your membership number or post code as the 
identifying reference.  If you pay automatically PLEASE LET THE 
MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY KNOW.  Please send completed forms to: Ian 
Hendley, Membership Secretary, 28 Millfield Drive, Market Drayton, TF9 
1HS. Telephone: 01630 656525  E-mail: sucsmemsec@btinternet.com 

 

Tick here if you have paid by Standing Order or Direct Transfer 
 
Tick here if you are happy to receive Cuttings by e-mail 

 

 

Application for Membership or Membership Renewal  of 

the Shropshire Union Canal Society 

mailto:haslemere@chester50.plus.com
mailto:dcartersucs@gmail.com
mailto:sucsmemsec@btinternet.com
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