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Chairman’s Report  

Lets, for one moment, bravely assume that with the lengthening days, those 
of you with the opportunity to do so can enjoy our waterway system to the full. 
Hopefully the increasing problems with water supply in the more northerly 
parts of the country will not appear on the Shropshire Union Canal area. 

By the time you read this, the Norbury Canal Festival will have been and 
gone. I trust that, as always, it was a resounding success and gave an 
opportunity for non-boaters to appreciate what the canal system has to offer. 

However, there is still the chance to enjoy the Middlewich FAB Festival from 
13th -16th June and a new venue this year, Gnosall Village, who are holding 
their first Canal Festival from 19

th
- 21

st
 July. A contingent of society members 

will be present at what looks likely to be a very full event. 

For something entirely different, why not try one of the “Free - Let's Fish” days 
being held at Whitchurch and Market Drayton during May. 

The society's Trustees will be at the annual Lockwind, which is returning to 
Cholmondeston on 24

th
 - 27

th
 May and I look forward to seeing you there. This 

is an important part of our fundraising and a golden opportunity to socialise 
with other society members. 

On the Montgomery Canal there is the opportunity to enjoy a short cruise 
along the canal starting from Llanymynech Wharf Visitor Centre or, for 
something slightly different, try a horse drawn boat trip originating from Canal 
Central at Maesbury! 

Present restoration work on the Montgomery Canal is now in 'recess' for a 
couple of months until such time as the Great Crested Newt trapping has 
been completed. We trust that we can start again in earnest in the middle of 
June to attempt to 'catch up' and complete the work to Crickheath Wharf. 

May also sees the first visit from the Canal and River Trust West Midlands 
Director (Adnan Saif) and the Wales & South West Director (Richard Thomas) 
to the Montgomery Canal. This visit should give them the opportunity to 
discover what has been achieved on the canal restoration and what lies 
ahead! 

One of the official ways of communicating with CRT used to be through their 
'User Forums'. Now that the regions have been restructured, it is becoming 
increasing difficult to attend these events. Your trustees feel that to get to a 
User Forum in Burnley in the evening is proving just too difficult to arrange.  
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Unfortunately, I have to finish on a sad note yet again. This is the first     
opportunity to announce that two past society members have died. Moira 
Cain did tremendous work for the society with her contributions to            
numerous rallies and Lockwinds. Tony Byrne made an incredible difference 
to the society's attempts to restore the Montgomery Canal in what are now 
known as 'the old days'. The society sends its heartfelt condolences. 

       Rich Hamp, SUCS Chairman 

Editorial 

Rod & Carol Hamilton-King 

Editors of Cuttings 

 

Incredibly, this is our second Summer issue, having taken on the editorship 

of Cuttings following the Spring edition of 2018. How time flies! 

 

And here we are again, with a new boating season well under way, but what 

a strange year we are having weather wise. During February, we saw      

temperatures reach the high teens and many people thought that Summer 

had come early, with a lot of boaters proudly declaring that they had not “lit a 

fire tonight”. However, such elation was short-lived and winter decided to 

return. Then came Easter, with such beautiful weather, giving any outdoor 

activities a much welcome boost, especially for the Easter Boat Gathering at 

Ellesmere Port. Again, we all thought that boat stoves would be extinguished 

until the Autumn. Not to be outdone, Winter returned with below average 

temperatures for the May Day Bank Holiday, but essentially, the weather     

remained dry, albeit rather cold for Bank Holiday events. This did not appear 

to dampen the enthusiasm for visitors to the Norbury Canal Festival,       

however. 
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New Membership Secretary 

The Society has appointed a new Membership Secretary, Richard Feeney, 
who has taken over from Ian Hendley following Ian’s decision to relinquish 
the role. We would like to thank Ian for his many years of sterling service. 

Richard lives in London and has followed restoration of the Montgomery   
Canal from afar for several years, but has been attending working parties on 
the restoration project between Pryces Bridge and Crickheath since October 
2015. 

Richard’s contact details appear on the Society’s Website and on our        
Instagram site. 

 

 

 

 

 

. 

 

 

New membership secretary Richard hard at 

work on our restoration project. 
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Canal & River Trust and Cheshire West and Chester Council have agreed a 
joint programme of works on the rock cutting alongside the Shropshire Union 
Canal at Northgate, Chester to enable the towpath to open as soon as      
possible. 

Work will begin on Monday 4 February, initially to clear vegetation from the 
area which is being carried out by Canal & River Trust contractors and      
volunteers.  Following a close inspection of the rock face loose rock will be 
then removed and made safe.  The work is expected to take around two and 
half months. 

The towpath has remained closed and repairs have been delayed because 
ownership of the rock face is in dispute. 

The Council’s Cabinet Member for Environment, Councillor Karen Shore 
said: “We appreciate how frustrating the closure has been for local residents 
and visitors but there is a risk of falling rock from the face of the cutting. Our 
priority is always to keep visitors and residents safe. 

 

 

“We will now be working with Canal & 
River Trust to ensure the area is 
made safe as soon as possible so the 
popular towpath can be opened.” 

Sally Boddy, regional engineer from 
Canal & River Trust said: “We’re 
pleased to be working jointly with 
Cheshire West & Chester Council to 
get the popular towpath in Chester 
opened. 

“We know how upsetting it has been 
for everyone who uses this vital      

resource in the city centre and we 
apologise for the delay.” 

 

 

Photo ©  Carol Hamilton-King 

Chester Towpath news 
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Aqueduct Marina: celebrating! 

 

Aqueduct Marina has much to celebrate this year. The marina was proudly 
opened on a cold wet 14th February 2009. A new 150 berth inland marina 
with Café, 8 Workshops, 30-boat storage yard, a range of boat repair service 
providers and an on-site boat builder (Scenic Boats). The opening was     
celebrated with the cutting of a ribbon across the marina entrance while  
cruising in on the Scenic Boats built NB Amadeus. 400 guests were          
entertained and nourished with live music and pork baps. Within 6 months, 
with Aqueduct Marina benefiting from an excellent cruising location and full 
range of support services, the moorings were fully booked. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fast forward 10 years and this year saw Church Minshull Aqueduct Marina 
proudly celebrate its 10th anniversary. Still a 150-berth marina with café, 
though today with 12 workshops, 60 boat storage yard and Boat builder on 
site (Glen Knight). In addition, there is now Boat Brokerage selling 50+ boats 
a year, popular chandlery, meeting room for hire, and a 14 pitch caravan site. 
 
 

 
There are 13 boats that have 
moored at the marina since 
2009. Their owners and staff 
members who have worked 
at Aqueduct since its     
opening were invited by the 
Founders Robert & Andrea 
Parton for a special          
celebratory meal at Rookery 
Hall. 
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The marina is also celebrating winning The Inland Marina of the Year award 
by TYHA (The Yacht Harbour Association) which is voted for by berth       
holders. This is the third consecutive year Aqueduct Marina have won this 
prestigious award. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As the ten-year celebration approached the team naturally started to think 
about the next ten years. At this point they started to look at their brand; to 
update both the logo and the tag line to incorporate the development of an 
experience that is consistently improving customers’ leisure time. The       
ambition is to create a “hotel for boats”, an environment that gives customers 
a better boating experience and more time to enjoy those experiences. The 
new logo and tag line of “more time for you” have been designed to reflect 
the future vision. 
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Small Tasks Team Volunteers 

Since the last newsletter we have continued with the work at Bridge 90 on 
the Shropshire Union in preparation for the Green Flag inspection. A    
number of work parties saw the laying of the towpath completed.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Some work was also done levelling the grass between the canal and the 
towpath. 

Above Swanley Lock No.2 the ‘landing stage’ had fallen into disrepair, as 
reported last time. The promised work party to complete the work (with new 
artificial timbers provided by CRT) was slotted in between the main events. 
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Two and a half years ago we were down at Beeston and it was time for 
another visit! Some people went by boat and the others by car. Two days of 
glorious spring weather saw lock gates and signs painted and benches 
treated, fences given attention and paddles lubricated. We left Beeston 
looking rather smart! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Following work by CRT on Cholmondeston Lock and in readiness for the 
Green Flag assessment, the group went to do its best in Easter week. There 
was plenty to do, with lock gates, fences and tables! 

 
 

 

 

Please address all STTV correspondence 
to:                                                                          Bulletin matters to: 

John Riley 01352 741322 / 07518 040632           John Bannister 

john.riley295@btinternet.com                               johnbann@aol.com  
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Tony Byrne, a long-standing member of SUCS, 
sadly passed away on 29

th
 December 2018 aged 

78. Tony and his wife Joan joined SUCS shortly 
after it was formed. Soon after joining, they walked 
the entire length of the Montgomery, taking many 
photographs. This portfolio of photos became a 
vital asset when, in 1972, they were sent to the 
Prince of Wales Committee to support the          
application for funds to restore 7 miles of the  
Montgomery Canal. 

The photographs are now kept in the SUCS      
archives. Tony and Joan joined the SUCS Council around this time and  
attended working parties. Tony subsequently became Working Party       
Organiser. As a qualified Engineer at Ironbridge Power Station, his       
background was very beneficial, particularly during the reconstruction of 
Welshpool Town Lock. A map drawn by Tony of the entire length of the   
canal showing it’s “dropped” bridges was used and updated for many years. 

Tony continued to serve on the SUCS Council until 1984, but his interest in 
SUCS remained as he and Joan had their own narrowboat. 

Around this time, he became involved in the restoration of the Wurlitzer   
organ for the newly formed Shropshire Theatre Organ Trust. This organ can 
now be seen and heard on certain days at the Buttermarket in Shrewsbury. 
Tony’s love of music dated back to his youth in Yorkshire. Both he and Joan 
loved organ music and were also accomplished ballroom dancers. 

Pat Wilson 

Moira Cain, 1940-2019 

It is with great sadness that we announce the sudden 
death in February of Moira, a long-standing member 
of SUCS and of STTV. 

In the mid 90’s Moira and her husband Brian started 
attending Nantwich and Ellesmere Rallies, work    
parties and Lock winds. To raise funds at lock winds 
she painted Roses and Castles on anything from the 
smallest jar lid to large milk churns. 

They travelled to events on their boat NB “North    
Riding” along with their 2 dogs Ben & Jet and Sooty   
the cat. At Rallies Moira became an expert at cater-
ing for the Saturday Night suppers, keeping to Pauls  
exacting budget.  

 

Farewell to SUCS members 
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When Paul formed STTV, Moira willingly carried on attending work parties in 
the Nantwich area, painting Water Points, Mile Posts, Benches and Refuse 
Compounds. 

I accompanied her on her last outing in November when we planted the flow-
er trough at Barbridge in memory of Paul Mills. 

Jan Riley  

Snippets from The Shroppie  

 The Shroppie Fly in Audlem has been voted 17th Best Pub in the 
country by a man who should know—Bruce Masters who holds the 
Guinness World Record for visiting the most bars in Britain (over 
50,000!) 

 

 Market Drayton fire brigade were mobilised to help two cows that had 
entered the canal at Adderley. Good to report both animals were 
safely recovered and returned to their field none the worse for their 
dip in the cut. 

 

 The Lyneal Trust, based just outside Ellesmere, to offer many       
disabled and vulnerable people of all ages the opportunity to have a 
holiday on a custom built narrowboat has received a very welcome 
donation of £2,500 from Dechra Veterinary Products, a  Shropshire 
based animal care business. 

 

 The Shropshire Star trip boat based at Norbury Wharf hosted its 
most unusual fish & chip cruise night in April as they welcomed on 
aboard a group of naturists. The 40 strong group enjoyed their naked 
cruise—probably giving gongoozlers more then they had bargained 
for!  No photo published to spare everyone’s blushes! 

 

 A coroner has raised concerns over safety aspects of the             
Pontcysyllte Aqueduct following the death of an 18 year old man 
who fell 120 ft after climbing through the railings. Expert engineers 
said the structure is safe if used in the proper manner. 
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Hosted by The National Waterways Museum at Ellesmere Port— the Lego 
big build of the Pontcysyllte Aqueduct! Looks great fun! 

Photos courtesy National Waterways      
Museum 

       Lego big build! 
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       The Monty on the air waves 

Radio Shropshire has been very supportive of our efforts on the  Montgomery 
Canal and since 2014 there have been live reports from site, lengthy         
recorded interviews and phone-in features. 

Pictures and information also appear on the Radio Shropshire Website. 

In this recent picture, Chairman Rich Hamp is being interviewed by reporter, 
Ryan Kennedy this spring, regarding the re-watering of the second section of 
Phase 1 Restoration, south of Pryces Bridge.  

Many thanks to the team at Radio Shropshire for the support and publicity in 
bringing key moments of the S.U.C.S. Restoration Project to a wide      
Shropshire audience and beyond. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fred Barrett.  

Publicity Officer 

Radio Shropshire does the Monty proud…. again 
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Monty Canal Photography 

Following the successful growth of this exhibition, we are inviting people to 
submit two photographs each, showing a range of built heritage, wildlife, 
scenery and recreation on the Montgomery canal.  

Entries are open to all, including professional photographers. 

We want to create an exciting exhibition   
relating to the canal and whilst swan and 
duck photographs are lovely to look at, we 
are hoping for something just a bit different!   
Photos will be then be chosen from the     
entries submitted for a travelling exhibition. 
We cannot guarantee to exhibit all            
photographs due to the number of entries, so 
we aim to choose an interesting variety which 
represents the huge range of the canal’s  
heritage, wildlife and fun/sporting activities. 

All photographs must be submitted by the 
end of July 2019 to steve@nearlywild.org   

Please note, only good quality photographs e.g. 1 MB, in jpeg format, with 
the name of the photographer, and ideally the location, can be accepted. 

This exhibition is being organised by the Canal and River Trust for members 
of the public to enjoy. The last two years exhibitions have been immensely 
popular, and the press coverage has helped raise the awareness of the    
wider restoration effort of this beautiful canal. The exhibition is funded by the 
Heritage Lottery Fund as part of the restoration of the Montgomery canal in 
Shropshire.  

Please note: By entering, 
you are aware that there 
are no prizes or          
payment, and you are 
agreeing to the           
photographs you submit 
being used by Canal and 
River Trust for both the   
exhibition, merchandise 
to support the wider   
restoration effort and 
publicity as appropriate.  

 

Full credit will be given to the photographer where possible. 
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The Clinker 

The towpath from the junction at the end of Pontcysyllte Aqueduct crosses 

the Llangollen Branch at Postles Bridge. If, instead of crossing the bridge, 

you take the path going straight on, shortly on the right you see a huge piece 

of iron slag weighing at least ten tons, known as ‘The Clinker’. Where did it 

come from and how did it get here? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The land on the south side of the canal between Postles Bridge and the   

junction, now occupied by houses in Bron y Gamlas, is thought to have been 

used for preparing the stonework of the aqueduct. In 1816 the canal        

company gave Exuperius Pickering (junior), permission to erect coke ovens 

here. Then in 1823 he was given permission to erect a blast furnace (which 

makes cast iron) and associated works. However, the ironworks is later    

referred to as a forge - in other words, it made wrought iron and its products. 

Exuperius Pickering died in 1835. The tithe map of 1838 shows the site of the 

coke ovens as occupied by his Executors, and the ironworks (and a cottage) 

as occupied by William Fox. In 1870 the tenant was the New British Iron 

Company, whose main works were at Acrefair, but a valuation two years later 

lists the workshop as worth £15 and the machine house as £8.  When     

compared with the cottage’s valuation of £70 it is evident that by that date the 

ironworks was severely run down, possibly derelict. 

 

 

‘The Clinker’ - a Pontcysyllte mystery—and one that is notoriously difficult 
to photograph 

Postles Bridge in the background. ‘The  Clinker’ marked by  arrow 
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In 1872 the canal company bought the adjacent property from Thomas     

Butterton. He also had leased from the canal company the land opposite on 

which ‘The Clinker’ now sits, so it seems likely that this tenancy ceased too.  

The canal company made a new lease for 21 years (soon extended to 28 

years) of the extended ironworks site, possibly also including the land       

opposite.  Unfortunately, the minutes do not state who the lease was granted 

to.  It then seems the new tenant made a substantial investment, though by 

1877 they were in financial trouble.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In 1878 the works were leased to the Cliffe Vale Ironworks of Stoke, though 

they were not required to start work until the iron trade had recovered enough 

to enable it to be worked profitably. In 1880 it was reported that the Forge 

had resumed work, but by 1883 it must 

have ceased work again. In that year 

Robert Graesser offered to buy it in order 

to convert it into a chemical works; in 

1886 he repeated that offer though later 

withdrew it, having obtained a long lease 

on his existing site by the Plas Kynaston 

Canal. The then tenant, William Bache 

had given notice to leave the Forge; he 

later decided to carry on, and was still 

there in 1914. 

 

Evidence of layering 

Piece of  iron slag 



 

Cuttings  Summer 2019 Page 20 

The crucial piece of mapping evidence is that the first edition Ordnance 

Survey 6 inch map surveyed in 1872/3, (but not printed until 1879) clearly 

shows rails across Postles Bridge from the ironworks. This must have been 

to enable waste material to be dumped on the land opposite.  The ground 

behind the ironworks falls away, so there is not room to dispose of waste 

there. The second edition of the map (revised in 1898) does not show a rail 

connection over the bridge. 

‘The Clinker’ would not have been moved there in one lump because it is far 

too heavy. The material was almost certainly dumped there over several 

years, possibly in a semi-molten state.  When examined closely, strata of 

different consistencies of material can be seen. 

Thus, it seems that ‘The Clinker’ is waste from the ironworks opposite, put 

there in the 1870s and 1880s. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Peter Brown 

The Clinker –cont 

For scale  purposes: a 5’9” measure in  front  of The Clinker ! 
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Dry, but albeit still somewhat cool weather with a chilly wind was the order of 
the day for the start of the Floating Market on the canal at Market Drayton. 
The Sunday brought much more calm conditions and warm bright sunshine 
for the day. The market had two prestigious visitors – both the mayor and 
town crier arrived to give their support to the traders. 

This year the market was 
well supported by canal 
traders and a variety of 
boats selling all kinds of 
wares created a very 
interesting and colourful 
array of boats. There 
was a very interesting 
boat where you could 
buy a wood-fired pizza 
freshly cooked on the 
boat, which has been 
specially converted to 
accommodate the oven 

in the front deck. After a stroll along the towpath and just after the pizza boat 
was a boat selling just about any form of alcohol you could want—a must 
after such a long walk!! 

Speaking to the traders, they all appeared pleased with the attendance and 
support given by the people of Market Drayton. On the Sunday, many people 
attending the event appeared in running attire and likely most, if not all, had 
completed the well-supported Market Drayton 10k earlier in the day. 

However, it appeared as though the event had got a bit too much for a couple 
of visitors as Rosie & Jim were found basking in the sunshine at a local    
resident’s house, on the other side of the canal! (see page 40!) 

Market Drayton Floating Market 
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The Canal & River Trust, the national waterways and wellbeing charity, 
invited the public to step down into the drained Shropshire Union Canal at 
Northgate Locks in Chester on Saturday 2

nd
 March, for a chance to see what 

it takes to keep the historic canal working.  

 

 

 

Over 1000 visitors took the 
opportunity to attend the open 
day with 850 braving the great 
descent to the bottom of the 
drained staircase locks, seeing 
up close one of the finest 
examples of working heritage in 
the world.  

 

 

 

Northgate Locks Open Day 
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Visitors were given the rare opportunity to 
see the original sandstone floor and walls 
in the lock chamber, as well as the huge 
new lock gates. Visitors were also able to 
experience fishing tasters and hop aboard 
the Heritage Boat Shad, on tour from the 
National Waterways Museum, Ellesmere 
Port.  

 

Photo by Diane Taylor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The works to the lock will cost the   
charity £103,000 in total and are being 
undertaken by the Trust’s highly skilled 
craftsmen and water management 
team, as part of the £38million,          
five-month programme of repairs to 
England and Wales’ waterways        
between November 2018 and March 
2019. Works to Northgate Locks include 
replacing the middle lock gates,     
swapping the old broken metal ones 
(put in in the 70’s), with new ones using 
the traditional material of wood.  

 

Photo by Diane Taylor—Base of top 
gate 



 

Cuttings  Summer 2019 Page 24 

 

 
 
 

 

Ged King, regional construction manager for the Canal & River Trust, said: 
“We’re delighted that we were able to hold an open day on this beautiful part 
of the canal in central Chester especially in the warm March sunshine! It 
was great to see nearly 1000 people come along and see our fantastic work 
and show everyone all the hard work that’s gone into these repairs.” 

  

It’s important the Trust  
carries out these vital    
repairs to ensure the canal 
that goes through Chester 
is kept in great working 
order for everyone who 
loves and uses it.  

Northgate Locks: cont 

 

RICHARD POTTER LTD 
 

Supplier of Quality Hardwoods, Softwoods and Sheet Materials to 

many Narrowboat Owners 

 

We always have large stocks of veneered and marine plywood 

together with extensive stocks of other sheets, hardwoods, etc. 

We offer a full cutting to size and machining service. 

Local delivery service. 

 

Millstone Lane, Nantwich, Cheshire CW5 5PN 

Telephone 01270 625791 Fax 01270 610483 

 

Monday - Friday 8:00 am to 5:00 pm 

Saturday 8:30 am to 4:30 pm 

Sunday (stock and shop sales only) 10:00 am to 1:00 pm 

 

Website address www.fortimber.demon.co.uk 

E-mail richardpotter@fortimber.demon.co.uk 
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For many years the annual WWT boating event has had various names 
such as boat gathering, rally etc. This year it has been decided to refer to 
the event as the Whitchurch Canal Festival to mark the importance that the  
builders of the Llangollen Canal attached to Whitchurch as the largest      
conurbation on the waterway and to this day the town hosts many visitors 
enjoying the delights of this fabulous waterway. 

 

Apart from the café, Chemistry 
Farm will not be available for the 
events this year, so alternative   
arrangements have been made to 
cater for visitors both waterborne 
and land based. To this end, it is 
hoped to extend the festival site into 
the adjacent country park and    
discussions with Shropshire Council 
to  facilitate this are in hand. 

 

The Festival supper on the Saturday evening will be accommodated at a 
new venue a short walk from the canal at the North Shropshire Masonic 
Rooms where a buffet will be provided together with a licensed bar. 
Transport to and from the canal arm will be provided on the night if required.   

 

July this year will be the 50th anniversary of the first moon landing so our 
theme will be 'Man on the Moon'. There will be a prize for the best decorated 
boat. Festival enquiries: paulradcliffe866@btinternet.com 
 
 
 
 
 
Mooring enquiries: The event is now fully booked 
with a waiting list.   

 
Whitchurch 29th Canal Festival 

Whitchurch Arm,  Llangollen Canal 

31st August and 1st September 2019 

http://www.fortimber.demon.co.uk
mailto:richardpotter@fortimber.demon.co.uk
mailto:paulradcliffe866@btinternet.com
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On a rather chilly May Day Bank Holiday Saturday, Carol & I visited Norbury 
Canal Festival. Despite it being rather cold, the event appeared to be well         
supported, with many visitors milling around. We spoke to several boat    
traders, who indicated that they were having quite a good day despite the 
cold weather and they were looking forward to seeing more people visit them 
on the Sunday and Monday. The weather certainly promised to be not so 
cold for the forthcoming two days. Essentially, the forecast was for mainly 
dry weather over the weekend, despite one or two spots on the Saturday 
whilst we were there. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We counted at least 20 trading boats attending 
the festival (plus many other boaters, who were 
just visiting the show) and a full mix of other 
stalls, again around the 20 mark, so there was 
something there for everybody. The Shrewsbury 
Morris dancers performed on the wharf side 
whilst across the cut there was a stall busily 
painting the faces of the many children enjoying 
themselves at the small funfair. The Junction 
Inn hosted usual variety of musical                
entertainment, with outdoor barbeque and bar.  

Norbury Canal Festival 2019 
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Norbury Wharf was also offering boat trips with proceeds going towards the 
Shrewsbury & Newport Canal Trust, plus there was an opportunity to look 
over a modern-day narrowboat. 

 

 

 

 

Historic (and newly restored) 
working boat NB Dory hosted a 
unique church service on the 
Sunday assisted by local 
Waterways Chaplains. 

 

 

 

Photo: courtesy Norbury Wharf Ltd 

 

The Pirate Boat was judged the “Best Looking Boat in Show” award and we 
saw many children brandishing guns and cutlasses who had been shopping 
at their boat! 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
This event is just one of many taking place on the Shroppie during the year. It 
is good to see that canal events are well supported. 

Rod Hamilton-King  
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Hedgelaying on the Monty 

Dormice, squirrels, birds, and other wildlife along the Montgomery Canal are 
being given a major habitat boost thanks to a hedgerow-laying project       
organised by waterway and well-being charity, the Canal & River Trust. 

 

In an initiative funded by players of 
People’s Postcode Lottery, Trust 
staff, volunteers and a volunteer 
group from Montgomeryshire    
Wildlife Trust spent a weekend in 
February on the Guilsfield Arm of 
the canal, near Arddleen in Powys, 
learning the ancient art of        
hedge-laying. 

 

  

This training will now equip them with the knowledge and skills to                 
re-invigorate hundreds of yards of overgrown vegetation boundaries between 
canal towpaths and farmers’ fields which are in need of some TLC. 

The Guilsfield Arm of the canal has not been used for boating for many    
decades and is now designated as a Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) 
and Special Area of Conservation (SAC) due to the number of rare species of 
flora and fauna which have colonised it. For the Canal & River Trust, which 
cares for 2,000 miles of canals and rivers in Wales and England, protecting 
wildlife is a key priority. 

 

Trust ecologist Stuart 
Moodie explained: “The 
Montgomery Canal is 
one of Britain’s most 
important canals for 
wildlife. The creation of 
verdant, healthy hedges 
is vital for protecting 
wildlife habitats as well 
as providing an effective 
stock-proof barrier    
between agricultural 
land and the canal    
towpath.  
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“Hedges are great for linking habitats, providing a sheltered, protective      
corridor through the landscape. Nesting birds, butterflies, small mammals and 
amphibians all rely on hedges for food and shelter. Hawthorn, which forms 
the majority of canal hedges, provides great thorny protective cover, spring 
flowers for pollinating insects and berries in the autumn for the birds. Hazel 
was also growing in this particular section. This of course is the source of 
hazel nuts - the favourite food of dormice and squirrels. 

 

“With many natural wildlife species       
currently in decline, it has never been 
more important to take active positive 
steps to protect our wonderful national 
wild flora and fauna. For people too, our 
beautiful waterways provide the perfect 
opportunity to get outdoors and enjoy the 
natural environment and beautiful      
scenery. 

 

“Thanks to support from players of       
People’s Postcode Lottery, our volunteers 
are being equipped to do a fantastic job. It 
is a win-win for everyone – they enjoy   
being in the fresh air, working on such a 
positive initiative, and wildlife habitats are 
enhanced for many decades to come.” 

This hedge-laying initiative is part of a wider People’s Postcode Lottery    
funded national canal nature conservation project and also complements the 
£4 million Montgomery Canal restoration scheme to restore a section of the 
canal on the Shropshire/Welsh border.   
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0871 200 8021 
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Cheshire Cat Narrowboat Holidays 
 
Hire one of our comfortable, 2 - 8 berth narrowboats 
to explore the beautiful canals of Cheshire, 
Shropshire and North Wales.  Take the trip of a 
lifetime over the world-famous Pontcysyllte Aqueduct, 
visit historic Chester, the Anderton Boat Lift or cruise 
around the Four Counties or Cheshire Rings. 
Based at Overwater Marina, just north of Audlem. 
 

Full tuition given, pets welcome at no extra charge. 
 

www.cheshirecatnarrowboats.co.uk 
Call 07867 790195 for more details. 
 

Cheshire Cat Training 
Narrowboat Handling courses to suit all abilities.  Half
-day basic boat handling, RYA Inland Waterways 
Helmsman and Inland Waterways Crew certificates, 
two day Life Afloat courses. 
 

Phone 07867 790195 for details of our next course. 
 
www.cheshirecattraining.co.uk 

M & L Canal Services 
 

• Boat Safety Scheme Examinations and remedial work 

• Breakdown and Call-out service 

• Engine Servicing and repairs 

• Plumbing and Electrical work 

• LPG gas installations, testing and repairs  

• Gas Safe registered 
 
Call Mark on 07970 384047 

http://www.canalcontracting.co.uk/
http://www.cheshirecatnarrowboats.co.uk
http://www.cheshirecattraining.co.uk
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When it all started, nobody had any idea how the Montgomery Canal would 
be restored. We have seen progress over the years of restoration; now we 
must develop ideas for the sections that still have to be reopened. 

There were three of us representing the Montgomery Canal at this year’s 
IWA/CRT Restoration Conference. It’s always a great boost: you meet 
people from other restorations who face many of the issues we know well.  
Some have problems we don’t have – after all the Montgomery Canal is 
mostly owned by CRT; most of the locks have been restored, many by the 
Society; there’s water in nearly all of the canal; the canal is connected to the 
national network and half has already been reopened. 

What our project does have in common with others is the need to look to the 
future, to find ways to restore the next sections.  

We meet local authorities and public agencies interested in the future of the 
canal through the Montgomery Canal Partnership. However, the officers who 
come are dependent on the policies of their organisations. We have to 
engage with those organisations and as they face so many competing 
demands, it is necessary to marshall all the reasons for restoration. Those 
reasons were presented at the Restoration Conference. 

 

 

 

 

 

Monty Restoration Conference 

L-R: David Fairbanks; Terry Cavender; Steve Higham; Liz Shaw, 

Ellen Hawes; Paul Rodgers; Sam Anderson-Brown 
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The main conference presentation was IWA’s new Waterways in Progress 
report. I encourage you to watch the video, introduced by David Suchet (you 
will remember he opened Gallowstree Bridge)  www.waterways.org.uk/
waterways/restoration/waterways_progress. The report points out that     
restoration schemes have a life of their own and can bring real benefits at 
every stage. We know this is the case because restoring the Montgomery 
Canal has provided the route for the Canal Triathlon and a town-centre base 
for Welshpool’s Transport Festival, brought visitors to pubs at Queen's Head 
and Maesbury.  

 

It has also provided a base for Shropshire Paddlesport at Queen's Head, 
given us Canal Central and the chance to take a canoe out on the canal, not 
to mention the boat trips at Maesbury, Llanymynech and Welshpool. 

 

Steve Higham, CRT’s Head of Service, Partner & Outcomes Development, 
outlined the benefits of restoring a canal. While there are economic benefits 
his presentation underlined the social value of what we do – that after all is 
the foundation of CRT’s enthusiasm for Health and Well-Being. There are 
benefits (for the individual and the community) from just being by a          
waterway and even more from volunteering.  

 

He ended by asking us not just to focus on the well-known, obvious things – 
regeneration, economic development, environmental improvements,        
volunteering, but to think health and well-being, value to communities etc.  
 

Why does all this matter?  Isn’t someone going to be dealing with all this for 
us? 

 

Of course, there is a lot of activity to promote the canal, and our joint       
promotion of Restore the Montgomery Canal! is a great help with this. 

 

But the greatest promoter is you, the member, each and every time you talk 
to people about the restoration and the benefits the canal can bring and is 
bringing, to our area. 

 

Michael Limbrey 

michael.limbrey@waterways.org.uk 

http://www.waterways.org.uk/waterways/restoration/waterways_progress
http://www.waterways.org.uk/waterways/restoration/waterways_progress
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Mikron back on The Shroppie  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mikron Theatre will be back at  a popular venue in Gnosall this year to      
perform their new production  “All Hands On Deck” 

Friday 30th August - 7.00pm  @ Coton Mill, Newport Rd, Gnosall, ST20 0BN  

Tickets: No tickets required as a cash collection will be taken after the show. 

Please note that this is an outdoor event with shelter and indoor back up in 
the event of inclement weather. Please bring along a picnic, chairs &       
blankets. 

With special thanks to the Witts family for hosting the event. 

For further information, please contact Barry Witts on 01785 824339    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mikron will take their other new production :Redcoats” to another Shroppie 
venue on Sunday 1st September @ 5.00pm at The Anchor Inn, Peggs Lane, 
High Offley, ST20 0NG. 

Again no tickets required as a cash collection will be taken after the show. 

Outdoor venue so bring your own chairs & blankets. Please note beer will be 
available but do not bring your own food or drink. 

Further details available on the Mikron website: https://www.mikron.org.uk  
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https://www.mikron.org.uk/tour-dates-detail?show=2019-08-30-coton-mill&c=set
http://www.nantwichmarina.co.uk/
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Crane on the move!  

 

  

On the 25th February 2019 contractors and heavy plant arrived to remove 
the iconic crane outside The Shroppie Fly in Audlem. The area around the 
wooden crane has been fenced off since mid-September 2018 due to safety 
concerns with the base rotting close to the base of the upright timber. 

 

The crane has been removed for    
restoration, (possibly by CRT           
apprentices) and has been transported 
to the CRT’s Northwich site for repair 
and refurbishment before being re-
turned to it’s rightful place.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We look forward to the 
return of the wharf 
crane in due course. 
The wharf area does 
not look the same   
without it! 

 

Photos ©   Richard Kill 
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  Membership news 

 

 

 Members are reminded that annual subs are due on July 1
st
. For those of 

you who are life members or who have set up a standing order, you don’t 
need to do anything. 

Please can everybody else do one of the following: 

 Post your subs to me at the below address; please make cheques 
payable to The Shropshire Union Canal Society 

 Make a one-off BACS transfer to the Shropshire Union Canal Society 
bank account: Sort Code is 55-50-05; Account Number is 01630962; 
Reference should be your membership number 

 Set up a Standing Order for July 1 every year in favour of the Shrop-
shire Union Canal Society bank account: Sort Code is 55-50-05;   
Account Number is 01630962; Reference should be your            
membership number 

 Ask me for a Standing Order form using the below contact details. 

Subs are unchanged from last year: £10 for single, joint or family           
membership, £5 for junior membership and £200 for life membership. 

Membership administration will be made easier and the society will save on 
postage costs if you can provide me with an email address, if you haven’t 
already done so. Please email me as per below if you are happy for      
communication on membership matters to be sent via email, rather than by 
post. Note that Cuttings will still be sent to you in paper form (unless you 
explicitly request that it is emailed to you). 

You can contact me about any membership matter at 42, Foyle Road, 
Blackheath, SE3 7RH, telephone 07920 708255 and email            
sucsmemsec@gmail.com  

New members: 
We all extend a warm welcome to: 

Dr Ellis-Martin of Market Drayton 

Mr and Mrs Robinson of Stafford 

Mr Bartley of Nantwich 

Mr and Mrs Frantzen of Market Drayton 

             Mr and Mrs Grey-Smart and family of Market Drayton  
 

Richard Feeney 
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Dates for your diary 

Month Date What Where 

June 13 to 16 Folk & Boat Festival Middlewich 

July 19 to 21 Canal Festival Gnosall 

July 28 Transport Festival Audlem 

August/ Sep-
tember 

31 & 1 Canal Festival Whitchurch 

August 30 
Mikron Theatre         

"All Hands on Deck" 
7.00pm Coton Mill, Gnosall 

September 1 
Mikron Theatre         

"Redcoats" 
5.00pm  The Anchor Inn, 

High Offley 

mailto:sucsmemsec@gmail.com
http://www.swanleybridgemarina.com/
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Rosie & Jim enjoying the sunshine!! The best view of Market 

Drayton's Floating market! 
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By the time you read this, the first lock wind of 2019 will have been held at 
Cholmondeston lock on the Middlewich Branch from Friday 24

th
 to Monday 

27
th
 May.   

The August lock wind will be held at New Marton Top Lock on the Llangollen 
Canal from Saturday 24

th
 to Tuesday 27

th
 August. 

We are pleased to say that we will be taking the Society stall to C-Fest at 
Gnosall on Saturday 20

th
 and Sunday 21

st
 July.   

We will also be at Ellesmere Charity Market on Saturday 10th August and at 
the Whitchurch Canal Festival on Saturday 31

st
 August and Sunday 1

st
 

September. 

Do come along and say hello and if you are able to help at the lock winds, 
please contact me on nbrosie2002@gmail.com   

Gill Robertson 

Fundraising 2019 

 

As promised in the last edition of Cuttings, the final total raised from stamps 
in the last financial year is £574.00. Well done!  So far in this year, we have 
reached £85.00. 

 

My thanks this time to: 

Anon x 2 D & M Awcock P Bradley & friends 

A Bason D Brown  R & J Cox & Friends 

E Friend J Friend  The Firth Family 

G Hall  D & S Haig  R & C Hamilton-King 

J Hulme T Massey  V & E Moses 

G Webber Price Family  D Thompson 

P Tunville H & D Newall Market Drayton Sports & Social Club 

        Nantwich & Border Counties Yacht Club 

Keep collecting!! 

Pat Wilson 

Stamps Coins & Post Cards 

http://www.overwatermarina.co.uk/
mailto:nbrosie2002@gmail.com
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Give as you live!! 

Gift Aid 

Gift Aid is a way of giving extra money to the Society at no extra cost to you, 
provided you pay Income  Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax.  I thought it might be 
useful to explain just what Gift Aid is all about – particularly as, this year, I 
hope to encourage those members who can and who have not yet made a 
declaration to do so. No need to get in touch, I will contact you. 
 
You must pay an amount of income tax [or capital gains tax] equal to the tax 
we reclaim on your subscription or donations [currently 25p for every £1 you 
give] so, if you make a donation of £10, the society can reclaim £2.50, and 
you must have paid that amount of tax.  For a couple, if one partner does not 
pay tax but the other does, then the taxpayer should sign the declaration and 
make the payments to the society.   
You need to complete a Gift Aid Declaration and send it to the Membership 
Secretary; from then on all you do is pay your subscription. You can of course 
make extra donations at any time if you feel the urge, want to contribute    
towards a specific project, celebrate a lottery win, etc. I can then claim tax 
refunds each year on your total contribution to the Society. If at any time you 
cease to pay sufficient tax, or wish to cancel the Gift Aid Declaration for any 
other reason, just let me know. 

Ian Hendley 

Do you shop online? If so, please consider helping the Society by creating an 
account with Give as You Live (www.giveasyoulive.com)  It costs you nothing 
and no other details are required from you other than an e-mail address and 
a password. Of course, the name of your chosen charity, which we would like 
you to set up is, Shropshire Union Canal Society.  When you shop on line, 
log in to your Give as You Live account and select the store you wish to    
use - Amazon, eBay, John Lewis, Debenhams, M&S, to name but a few. Any 
purchases you make will attract a percentage donation (varies from store to 
store but is shown online) directly to the Society. Please Help Us - it is so 
easy to do and costs you nothing! 

Also, with holidays being considered for 2019 you can also book with Saga, 
Expedia, Booking.com and Hotels.com and many more through Give as You 
Live - just consider how a percentage of your next world cruise cost would 
help the Society. 

Thank you   

Gill Robertson 
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Rod and I were discussing how we could possibly encourage people not 
directly involved with SUCS to help with fundraising. We  decided to ask our 
local Sports Club if we could place a collecting box for stamps on their 
reception desk. They were delighted to help! So we covered a small basket, 
(a shoe box would work well!) added the label shown below—and we are in 
business! It takes a few minutes a week just to check the contents and collect 
the stamps—we have managed to collect quite a lot of extra stamps just  
since January. 

A simple way to increase our funds—is there anywhere near you that could 
help?  

Rod & Carol Hamilton-King 

Collection Boxes 

Collecting box income for the 2018-19 financial year was a slightly            
disappointing at £1192.  We have fewer permanent boxes overall as pubs 
continue to close and new venues can be hard to find. Perhaps it's true to 
say that fewer people carry change around with them these days.  If you  
happen to get into any discussions about the 'cashless society', it would be 
beneficial to mention that small change is a lifeline for charities! 
 
If any of you have any ideas for locations for collecting boxes, please contact 
me. 
 

Sarah Thursfield 

Idea for stamp collecting 

http://www.giveasyoulive.com
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Chas Hardern Boats Ltd est 1972 

 

Family run 2 - 6 berth warm and comfortable narrowboats for hire.  All year 

cruising.  Short breaks generally available.  Dog friendly.  Excellent tuition.  

 

Services on site: diesel, gas, pump-out, gift shop. 

 

Also: Gas Safe engineer, 24hr breakdown service.  40 years experience with 

all engine and internal boat repairs. 

 

Members of IWA, BMF, APCO, FSB  Hireboat  handover external audit  

 

T: 01829 732595 E-mail: Chasboats@aol.com Web: www.chashardern.co.uk 
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Copy Deadlines 

Cuttings is published 4 times per year, in June, September, December and 
March.  Copy deadlines are 1st May, 1st August, 1st November and 1st 
February. COPY CANNOT BE ACCEPTED AFTER THESE DATES. 

Cuttings Editors:   Rod & Carol Hamilton-King  
                             01630 656732 or R: 07889 171598 or C: 07788 750474 
                             41 Waterside Drive, Market Drayton, Shropshire, TF9 1HU 
                             E-mail: sucuttingseditor@gmail.com 
 

The views expressed in Cuttings are not necessarily those of the Shropshire 
Union Canal Society. 

Contacting Cuttings 

Articles for Cuttings 

We are always pleased to receive contributions for Cuttings.  Text, photos 
etc. can be sent by post or by e-mail.  If you are ‘no good at the words’ 
simply send us the basis of your idea with all the relevant details and we will 
gladly put an article together for you. 

 

BOAT SAFETY CERTIFICATES 

            competitive rates 

10% discount for SUCS members! 

 

ALL BORDER COUNTIES WATERWAYS COVERED 

 

NEAL DODD MABSSE  BSS Authorised Examiner 

 (01686) 630250 (evenings)  wharfhouse@yahoo.co.uk 

http://www.hackgreen.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Chas-Hardern-Boats/239576126090656?ref=ts&fref=ts
mailto:chasboats@aol.com
http://www.chashardern.co.uk
mailto:sucuttings@btinternet.com
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Advertising in Cuttings 

The advertising rates are: 

 

Half page:  £75.00 for one year (four issues) 
Full page:  £125.00 for one year (four issues) 

 

There is a 10% discount for Commercial Members.  Adverts can start in any 
issue and will be invoiced annually.  
 

To find out more please contact Advertising Manager, Roger Beswick on 
01244 332553 or e-mail haslemere@chester50.plus.com. 

Discounts from our Advertisers 

Boat Safety Examiner Neal Dodd offers a discount to SUCS members. See 
advert for details. 

Please Support our Advertisers 

Please mention that you saw their advert in Cuttings magazine! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Work Party Dates 2019 

Month Dates 

June 21/22/23 

July 5/6/7 

August 2/3/4 

September 6/7/8 

October 4/5/6 

November 1/2/3 

For more information contact: David Carter 01244 661440 

                                                dcartersucs@gmail.com 

 

 Page 47 Cuttings Summer 2019  

I hereby apply for election as a member of the above Society and agree to 
abide by the rules of the Society.  I enclose my remittance for ………………..* 
being my subscription for the year ended 30 June 201… 
 
 
Signed  …………………………………………………..   Date  ………………….. 
PLEASE PRINT IN BLOCK CAPITALS 
 
 
Name  ………………………………………………… (Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms/Dr/Rev) 
 
 
Address  ……………………………………………………………………………… 
 
 
……………………………………………………………...Post Code  …………… 
 
 
Telephone  ……………………………  E-mail  …………………………………… 
Single, Joint, Family: £10  Juniors under 18: £5  Life Membership £200 
If you are applying for Junior Membership please state your age here ………. 
 

Membership Number (for renewals)  ……………………………………………… 
If you are a United Kingdom tax payer please sign the Gift Aid declaration 
below to enable the Society to reclaim the tax paid on your donations 
(including subscriptions). 
 

Name of Society: The Shropshire Union Canal Society 
I want the charity to treat all donations I have made over the last four years 
and all donations I make hereafter as Gift Aid donations. 
 
Signature  ……………………………………………………..  Date …………….. 
If it is more convenient for you and helps the Society if you pay by Standing 
Order or direct transfer.  Please ask for the appropriate form or set it up with 
your bank using National Westminster Bank Sort Code 55-50-05, account 
number 01630962 and give your membership number or post code as the 
identifying reference.  If you pay automatically PLEASE LET THE 
MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY KNOW.  Please send completed forms to: 
Richard Feeney, Membership Secretary, 42 Foyle Road, Blackheath, 
London, SE3 7RH. Telephone: 07920 708255  E-mail: 
sucsmemsec@gmail.com 

 

Tick here if you have paid by Standing Order or Direct Transfer 
 
Tick here if you are happy to receive Cuttings by e-mail 

 

 

Application for Membership or Membership Renewal  of 

the Shropshire Union Canal Society 

mailto:haslemere@chester50.plus.com
mailto:sucsmemsec@btinternet.com
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