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Chairman’s Report

This is my first report as chair of the Society (rather than acting chair). My first
task is to wish members a very Happy New Year. The year just gone was a
notable one for the Society and there are a number of exciting events to look
forward to in the next twelve months.

Our AGM, held over Zoom on Saturday 10th December 2022 was attended
by 22 members. The formal business saw the retirement from Council of two
Trustees and the election of one. Peter Richards has assisted the restoration
in many practical ways for two decades. Honourable mention should also be
made of Judy Richards whose delicious cakes and sausage rolls have been
such a part of the volunteer tea and lunch breaks. Fred Barrett is a man of
many talents and his outstanding contribution to the Society will be greatly
missed both off and on-site. Our grateful thanks go to both of them. Steve
Clews was elected as Trustee. He brings to Council a wealth of experience in
similar voluntary organisations including chairing the Welshpool & Llanfair
Light Railway. As is the practice at the AGM there was the chance for
members to raise topics from the floor. A number of topics were discussed
including ideas for improving the website, use of social media, restart of
enhancement work and history/industrial archaeology of the SU system. All
will be considered by Council. The AGM concluded with a talk by Tom Fulda
(our new project manager) on the plans for the Crickheath South project.

At the Council meeting following the AGM a full complement of officers was
elected. As well as the Chair, Sue Ball took the Hon. Secretary post: Clive
Robertson became Treasurer Designate; and Steve Clews the Deputy Chair.
As members will know there is a continuing effort to strengthen Council by
recruiting additional members. Council has a number of plans for expansion
of the society’s activities, which we hope will appeal to a wide range of
present and potential members. However, all of these activities need
organisers not just for the activities themselves, but also to run the Society.
So the search still goes on!

As some of you will know the land at Crickheath Wharf came onto the market
in November. A very generous offer of a loan from a member made it possible
for the society to bid at auction for the land, with the intention that it be used
as a base for the Society’s operations. A sub-group of Council did a lot of
detailed work very quickly in preparation for the bid. Although sadly our bid
was unsuccessful, | would like to record the thanks of the Society to all
concerned.

My report in the last Cuttings included the news that we had achieved
practical completion of the Pryces to Crickheath restoration. Site works during
the last three months is described elsewhere in this edition but one feature is
worthy of special note. The first weekend of November saw the first boats on
the section for ..... well.... many decades. Okay it was
a dredger, but we got there first!
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The official opening ceremony of the Pryces to Crickheath section will be on
Friday 2" June at 1200. This event will be organised by CRT and will be
followed a day later by a Society event for all of the volunteers who have
worked on the length. As the details of the events become clearer we will
make sure that members are kept up-to-date.

Finally, | am sure that all members will be very sorry to hear the news that
Rod & Carol Hamilton-King are standing down as editors of Cuttings, with the
summer 2023 issue being their last issue. | know that all of you will wish to
thank Rod & Carol for their wonderful work on Cuttings over the last five
years. Council recently considered the results of the recent membership
survey. This showed that Cuttings is the most highly valued feature of
Society membership - a great tribute to Rod and Carol's editorial
tenure. There is an announcement elsewhere in the magazine with a request
for replacement editors. Any budding “journalists” out there, this is your
chance!

David Carter, SUCS Chairman

Editorial

Its that time of year again, when we are all looking forward to the new
boating season. Hints of spring are already being seen with snowdrops in
bloom, crocuses reflecting the spring sunshine and daffodils beginning to
show their growing sense of milder temperatures.

Boat movements have been very quiet during the last couple of months due
to repairs to the lock flight at Audlem and the wash wall at Norbury Junction,
all this coupled with some very cold weather and fairly thick ice across the
canal at times.

However, as we go to print, there are signs of some boats on the move,
although their destinations are limited by the ongoing works at both Audlem
and Norbury. We understand that unfortunately, the work at Norbury is going
to take longer than was originally expected and the canal will be closed until
26" March. All being well, the Shroppie will be fully open for Easter.

In this issue we report on the actions from the Membership Survey, a special
opportunity to run a canalside business, the work of some towpath volunteers
in Market Drayton and the relocation of the Monty Restoration site to pastures
new. We also have a very interesting article on royal involvement in the
history of the Monty when King Charles was the Prince of Wales. Now that
we have or will have a new Prince of Wales very soon, is it possible that we
can encourage Prince William to follow in his father’s footsteps? And who

knew there was a National Working Naked Day!! m
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Editorial - cont

As you will read in the Chair Report and in a short “advert” within this issue,
we are standing down as Editors after 5 years. We look forward to hearing
from you if you would like to take on this role, which is just four times a year.
It really isn’t that onerous!

Rod & Carol Hamilton-King
Editors of Cuttings

“Drink up to Help out”!!

The newly agreed partnership arrangement between SUCS and Monty’s
Brewery really is win-win situation. A new brew named Monty's Navigation
Ale, a 4% pale bitter has been created; commission paid on each pint sold
will be used by the society to help fund the new phase of restoration work on
The Monty.

The ale has been brewed to suit all tastes and to honour the navvies and
boat people and will be sold initially along The Monty and Llangollen canals.

Monty's Brewery is a successful company based in the town of Montgomery
in Powys producing distinctive ales and supporting and employing local
people. The brewery management, directed by Pam Honeyman, has a proud
record of supporting local charities and good causes.

We look forward to sampling the new ale!

The Monty’s Brew team pictured below.
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Members Walk —
ARAAAAARRRRAAAARRRRAR

Member benefit: An opportunity to see more of the restoration of *
the Montgomery in action

Last year we offered Society members a guided walk along the section
ﬁ of the Monty that is in the process of being restored. 35 people took up ﬁ‘
,ﬁ‘ the offer and the recurring theme of peoples’ feedback was about how ﬂ‘
lovely it was to actually see the restoration work that they read about in
Cuttings. To have things explained by people who are actively involved *
ﬂ‘ in doing the restoration brought the project to life.

Well, lots of people have requested that this be a regular feature so |
ﬁ am pleased to announce another definite date and plans for twoﬁ‘
possible future events if you are interested.

* Because 2023 is another particularly exciting year for the restoration *
project, we are going to return to Canal Central in Maesbury Marsh
ﬂ. (www.canalcentral.uk) to walk the same section of canal on at 10.30am ﬁ.
on the 8th July. A lot will have changed since we were last there! The
section leading to Crickheath is now fully in water and should have
,ﬁ‘ boats on it by the time of the walk. The next section is well underway ﬂ‘
and, once again, the weekend of the walk is timed to coincide with a
work party weekend. Also in progress should, hopefully, be the *
rebuilding of Schoolhouse Bridge. ﬁ‘

A

For future occasions we are planning to explore the area south of
Llanymynech, scene of the Levelling Up project and including the
magnificent Vrynwy Aqueduct.

On another occasion, we plan to visit Lower Frankton to see the section
* that was restored by the IWA and WRG in the 1980s, which includes a *
ﬂ_ section where the original canal was simply a slot cut through a bog and ﬁ_
the canal water level was in fact the natural water table.

Also under consideration are visits to Whixall on the Prees Branch of *
& the Llangollen, or to Trevor and the Pontcysyllte Aqueduct.

As before, if you wish to sign up for the walk on the 8th July, then
please could you email tour@shropshireunion.org.uk. Everyone is
welcome, including those who attended the last occasion. Also
ﬁ appreciated would be your thoughts on the possible future options. If
there is sufficient interest, then we could schedule one of them for this

&~ autumn. A
* Chris Hesketh *
ARARRRRARRRRARARARRARRARARARARARAARR
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News from The “Danny”

Presentation team under way at the “Danny” for 2023

The presentation team at the Daniel Adamson Preservation Society (the
“Danny”) are looking forward to another good year in 2023 with bookings at
this early stage of the year reaching 26. The best record that the group
achieved ,not including Covid lock down period , was 36 in 2022.

The great increase in Covid lock down periods was due to Zoom
presentations when some 56 bookings reached were recorded in one year
However, the market has now returned to live presentations. One aspect that
is noticeable for virtually all customers is that the number attending meetings
were down by 10-20%.

Most customers were the U3A and historical society but the most recent
booking was from a rowing club, who saw the original “Danny” presentation
as a way of making money for their new club house.

“Danny” in winter maintenance

Every year, the “Danny” needs essential winter maintenance and the facilities
are provided by kind permissions of both Peel Holding in the Sandon Dock in
Liverpool North Docks complex and United Utilities, who provide workshop
facilities adjacent to the dock. This process has gone very well. There have
been the usual boiler inspections and overhaul of key items of engineering
plus a good spruce up of paintwork all under the watchful eye of a former
ship yard director. However, in 2023 a periodic visit was required in a dry
dock to view the vessel below the water line looking for potential problems .

A good relationship with Camel Laird resulted in sharing a dry dock with
“Clansman”, but all was not well as the port side propeller was found to be
bent, possibly as a result of the vessel being in shallow water. The prop was
removed and taken to a special propeller restorer before being returned.

“Danny” Cruising Programme Released

The “Danny” cruising programme for 2023 has been released with some
really unique features for lovers of old steam ships as well as those who just
like cruising. Setting against the increase in the price of coal, now at times
well over twice the price and reaching £700 per ton, the planners have had to
take this into consideration, but an advance order of 20 plus tons plus
experiments in the use of sustainable fuels have assisted.

Top of the range of cruises is a trip up the full length of the Manchester Ship
Canal to Manchester Docks, now Salford Quays, to celebrate the vessels
120 years of maritime service on the waters of the North West. The vessel
will also spend a several days in Liverpool during the Eurovision Song
Contest.
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“Borrowed” Equipment Returns to the
“Danny” After 40 Years Away.

Frequently when vessels are laid up it is not
unusual for certain parts of a ship’s
equipment to go “missing”, especially if the
vessel is likely to go into the breaker’s yard
as was the case of the “Danny” in 1986.

Amongst the items to go “missing” were all
the chairs of the lower saloon along with all but one of the coffee tables, all
were in good order. In the hope of getting some items back for the
restoration programme “word was put about” that we would welcome the
return of these items. Three original  coffee tables were returned, but sadly
none of the chairs. Over the recent winter period, when the engineers were
on-board, a white van turned up beside the “Danny” and with an expression
of “I think these are yours”, four original Heaton Tabb and Co saloon chairs

were brought out of the back of the van, 40 years after first going missing!

Dates for your diary 2023

Les Green

. . National Waterways Museum,
April 7th-10th | Easter Boat Gathering Ellesmere Port
. April 29th- .
April-May May 1st Canal Festival Norbury
Entries close
. Montgomery Canal - ]
May 20th Triathlon Newtown to Morton 20th April - see
page 21
CRT Official Opening .
June 2nd Monty Restoration Crickheath Wharf
June 3rd SUCS event Crickheath Wharf
July 1st-2nd Floating Market Audlem
Booking
10.30am at Canal Central :
July 8th Members Walk | required - see
Maesbury Marsh page 7
July 14th-16th Canal Festival Gnosall see page 26
Gathering of Historic
July 29th-30th Boats & Festival of Audlem
Transport
Sept - | Sept 30th- Floating Market &
Oct Oct 1st  |Ginger & Spice Festival Market Drayton
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Actions from Membership Survey

Actions arising from the SUCS 2022 Membership Survey

| reported on the results of the Membership Survey in the Winter 2022
edition of Cuttings and | promised to report back in this edition on the
actions that Council plans to take, based on the results.

1. There were several suggestions as to how the SUCS website can be
improved and Council will be looking to implement the following:

) Information on the entire SU network, not just the Montgomery

Canal, including reports on CRT and volunteer work

Detailed maps of the Montgomery Canal

Improved navigation of the site

More pictures (old and new, before and after, then and now)

More on history (canals, restoration and Society)

More on canalside facilities

Suggested walks along the canal

An online forum

Restoration plans

More news

More frequent updates

Items for sale

Ask members to contribute articles and photos

Prevent the cookies prompt being shown repeatedly [already fixed].
. There were several suggestions as to how Cuttings, the Society’s
quarterly magazine, could be improved and the Cuttings editors will be
looking into the following:

Ne e ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ o ¢ o o o o

More pictures and maps

A letters page

Improved picture quality

Improved formatting

Suggested walks

Items for sale

Ask members to contribute articles and photos.

3. Improved use of Social Media. Several Council members will be
undergoing training on Social Media in February and March with a view to
improving the Society’s Social Media presence.

4. Make it possible to apply for membership and pay subs online. This is in
progress and we hope to implement by the time the new membership year
starts on July 1% 2023.

Cuttings Spring 2023
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5. More guided walks. The emphasis for 2023 will be on walks on the
recently restored section of the Montgomery Canal, including the opening
event.

6. Organise social activities.

7. Follow up with respondents who said that they would be willing to become
more involved in supporting the Society.

8. Encourage more people to join the AGM by making it online and in-person
and continuing to invite guest speakers.

9. Ask members to encourage family, friends and colleagues to join the
Society, particularly younger people — especially given that respondents rate
the value of Society membership so highly and that almost all would
recommend joining the Society.

10. We did start reporting on Council meetings in Cuttings, but haven’t done
so lately. This will be resumed as soon as possible.

11. Confirm whether the Society is still collecting used stamps.

Survey responses did seem to reveal a few misapprehensions. Where
respondents provided their name, | have got back to them individually.
However, please see below for some comments on responses that were
provided anonymously:

. AGMs do not have to be attended in person. They can be attended
over Zoom and by phone. Indeed, due to covid, it has only been
possible to join an AGM via Zoom or the phone at recent AGMs, but
Council is looking is hold future AGMs in person whilst still giving
people the ability to join via Zoom or the phone. The Society is aware
that some members find it difficult to attend AGMs in person and will
ensure that the Zoom and phone option is retained.

. There is already an events calendar on the website. However, we will
look into making it more obvious on the Home page.
. Details on visitor moorings are already available on the website: on the

menu bar, click on Shropshire Union Canal and then SUCS Visitor
Moorings. Or see, https://shropshireunion.org.uk/shropshire-union/
sucs-visitor-moorings/

. Before and after restoration photos are already available on the
website. Actually, even better, there’s a timeline of photos: on the
menu bar, click on Restoration and see the link under Restoration
Reports. Or see https://shropshireunion.org.uk/restoration-time-lapses/

. Visitors can already leave comments on the website and several
people have done so. Note however that this is only currently possible
for posts (e.g.; news items), but we will also be looking to enable it for
some static pages.
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Survey actions - cont p— . :
z ——— SEINARROWBOAT

. The website already has monthly restoration reports: on the menu bar,

click on Restoration and then click on Restoration Reports. Or see - 3 MA1NT E'NAN CE
SERVICES

EVERYTHING YOU NEED IN ONE LOCATION

https://shropshireunion.org.uk/category/work-party/

. The Society already regularly sends emails to members — news,
restoration reports etc. If you are not receiving these, please contact
the Membership Secretary to make sure that he has your correct email

address.

. One person commented that they were not aware of the increase in - Welding - Blacking
subs until after it had been implemented. We're a bit confused by this . . .
as members were alerted to the proposal to increase subs in Cuttings, 3 Fébrlcatlo.n = Fu Re-Palnjts
on the website and via email. Members were also asked to vote on the - Engine Services - Workshop Hire
proposed Increase at an EGM. - Grit Blasting - Over Plating

BOOK IN TODAY WITH OUR EXPERT TEAM
01270 525040

Council encourages members to provide feedback on the above proposals.
In the first instance, please do so by contacting the Membership Secretary.

Richard Feeney .
SUCS Membership Secretary AQUEDUCT  www.aqueductmarina.co.uk
07920 708255
memsec@shropshireunion.org.uk Cuttings needs a new editor! >
_:«"‘"'bo"f

It is with regret that we have made the difficult

but times change and we are actively looking
forward to the challenges our new responsibilities
will bring.

i " )
Some thlngs never Change" _#___‘_/_,.‘/ decision to stand down as editors of Cuttings.
/ ~ Summer 2023 will be our last issue. We have
. thoroughly enjoyed our time creating this magazine,

| was most amused to see this plea You may ask what does it take to be editor? When we took on the role, we

for ~working party volunteers in had no experience of editing at all — just an enthusiastic approach,
Cuttings Spring 1972 issue - some eagerness to learn new skills, and an abiding love of canals and boating,
things don’t change do they!! and a wish to help the Society we belong to.

We know the last two editors have been couples, but that doesn’t have to be
the blueprint for the future! It could so easily be a single person; a couple of
Jan Johnstone friends or even a family or group of friends! The work can be done anywhere
— we have often produced the magazine when out boating!! All you need is a
laptop, and internet connection. A working knowledge of Microsoft Office or
similar would be helpful. And if needed, we will be on hand to support our
TH HELS WICW RESTABRTIMG W e s Tase successors. So why not give it a go?

mm'l.‘h!lnu‘f HEANIM O ThE
£ P B U N £

Rod & Carol Hamilton-King
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Winter Stoppages 2023

Audlem Mill for sale .
R __6:_____:____,__/#

Start

Start Start Finish Finish

Month Date Month Date

Finish 2023

Location

Ed: We send Peter & Chris our very best wishes for their well-earned
retirement!

Peter and Christine Silvester
took on Audlem Mill by the
Shropshire Union Canal in
early 2007, with the intention

. Shropshire | Note extended
Jan 3 Mar 26 |Washwall just south of Norbury Union timescale
Jan 3 Mar 17 Culvert 51 Hampton Bank Llangollen
Jan 3 Mar 17 Culvert 51A Hampton Bank Llangollen
Jan 3 Mar 17 Culvert 62, Ellesmere Llangollen
SR S CRT aim to
rankton Towpath nr Lower minimise
Jan 16 Mar 17 Sl Llangollen navigation
closure
Jan 27 Mar 17 |Culverts 4,5,& 6, Little Stanney Shbon[?gzlre

As always, please check with CRT stoppages pages - plans can & do change!

Audlem Gathering of Historic Boats
29th & 30th July

Plus Festival of Transport

30th July

Photo by Bob Jervis

Free entry to both events, with plenty of free parking.
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of reopening it as a
canalside shop. Significant
sums of money had to be
invested to renovate, which
included roof repairs,
repointing, a complete
redesign and rebuilding of
the second floor flat, full
rewiring and replumbing,
repainting, 16 new windows
! and more.

The shop reopened on Good Friday in April 2007, with canal related
products, canal books and gifts on the ground floor and needlework, knitting
and craft books on the first floor, including Chris’s Abacus Designs Kits.

Since 2007, the shop has developed considerably. Peter started publishing
canal books under the CanalBookShop name in 2012, and there are now 28
tittes, many original books, but some reprints. The shop also stocks the
widest selection of canal and waterway books in the country, all available
through the CanalBookShop website. Chris was running or organising a wide
range of one day, very successful craft courses — until Covid got in the way.

In 2009, Peter started the annual Gathering of Historic Boats at Audlem, now
one of the largest such events in the North, typically attracting 30 former
working boats to Audlem over the last weekend in July.

Peter and Chris have built up an enviable reputation — many people, and a
popular canal guide book series, regard Audlem Mill as the best canal shop
in the country. To achieve this has taken a lot of dedication and work, as well
as concentrating on old-fashioned customer service.

But age and ill health are now getting in the way and Peter and Chris will
soon be retiring. They have had the happiest 16 years of their lives and hope
that whoever takes over at Audlem Mill will continue in much the same way,
serving the canal trade and the local community. If you are interested in
taking on Audlem Mill, please contact Peter and Chris on 01270 811059.
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CRT’s new fundraising dlrector

Ed: We wish Maggie Gardener well in this challenging but key posmon in CRT

. Waterways and wellbeing charity Canal &
. River Trust, whose ongoing mission is to
protect and preserve 2,000 miles of
" waterways in England and Wales, has
announced the appointment of Maggie
Gardner as the charity’s new fundraising
TR director.

.. Maggie has enjoyed a long career in
. fundraising, marketing and executive
~ | leadership, notably 15 years as director at

. global development charity Practical
Action, and more recently working with the
Freedom Fund, a global US-based
charity, and in consultancy. She has also
held a wide range of non-executive /
trustee positions including at the New
Economics Foundation and the University of Northampton.

Richard Parry, chief executive at Canal & River Trust, said: “I'm delighted to
welcome Maggie to the Trust. As a charity we are facing ever-greater
challenges to keep our 250-year-old waterways safe and available to all,
with more frequent extreme weather events taking a toll and the costs of
maintaining this precious network spiralling.

“Our navigable waterways provide so many benefits to the nation,
supporting wildlife and bringing nature into cities, improving community
wellbeing and tackling health inequalities, as well as supporting jobs and
local economies. It's more important than ever that we inspire people to
support the Trust so the waterways can keep this unique heritage alive and
make life better for millions of people.”

Maggie Gardner said: “Canals hold a special place in the heart of the
millions of people who live on and alongside them, visit for boating holidays
or to stroll along the towpath, and enjoy them as places of recreation and
tranquillity. Our mission to is protect and preserve them both for now and
future generations, but we need public support, alongside vital funding from
government, to ensure their survival. I'm excited to be joining the Trust and
securing the future of these national treasures.”
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Market Drayton Community

Amateur Sports Club

Betton Rd, Market Drayton TF9 1HH
01630 652786

A warm welcome with fitness and sporting facilities open to members &
non-members. Activities include gym, boxing, various fitness classes,
cricket and & beauty therapy. We also have a bar where you can relax &
enjoy a drink on Thursday and Fridays evenings from 6pm to 9pm.

Snippets from The Shroppie

. The rumours were truelll The Shroppie Fly re-opened in late
November, with food service starting mid-December. Great to see this
iconic canalside pub up and running again—and getting some fabulous
reviews too! Must pay a visit soon!

. Who knew that February 3rd is “National Working Naked Day”? Happily
| didn’t find out until February 10th!!

. Sad to hear the 2022 Middlewich FAB festival lost money - a lot of
money! Haven’t found any proposed dates for 2023, but keep hoping
as this is a great festival to be part of.

. Worrying to read that after all the hard work volunteers have put in
restoring the Monty, there is a group calling for boats with propellers to
be banned from the canal! They would like to see only horse-drawn
vessels allowed—where is Cracker when he is needed?!

. Lovely to hear of a very helpful Springer Spaniel called Benji - who
loves nothing more than spending his daily walks along the Shropshire
towpaths collecting litter and bringing it back to his master!! Good Boy!
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Towpath Volunteers in Action 2

Good to see the Market Drayton Canal Volunteers hard at work in the spring
sunshine cutting back the overgrowing towpath. What a difference it makes!

Cuttings Sprlng 2023

Thank you from IWA! —

Donation presentation.

A huge thank you to Chris Hesketh and Fred Barrett, who turned out on a
very wet January morning to give a very well received demonstration, to lead
a talk and guided walk from Canal Central to School House Bridge. 38
members of the Shrewsbury District and North Wales Branch of the Inland
Waterways Association attended the event and prior to the start Michael
Haig, Branch Chairman, presented SUCS with a cheque for £500 in
recognition of the work achieved at Crickheath and towards the restoration of
the next section of the Montgomery Canal.

Dawn Aylwin

EMMEMM!M!M‘MM!MMMMMMM‘MM‘MMH
RICHARD POTTER LTD

Supplier of Quality Hardwoods, Softwoods and Sheet Materials to
many Narrowboat Owners

E We always have large stocks of veneered and marine plywood together
with extensive stocks of other sheets, hardwoods, etc.

We offer a full cutting to size and machining service.
Local delivery service.
Millstone Lane, Nantwich, Cheshire CW5 5PN
Telephone 01270 625791 Fax 01270 610483
Monday - Friday 8:00am to 4:00pm
Saturday 8.00am to 1.00pm
Sunday (stock & shop sales only),Summer Mar-Oct 10:00am to 1:00pm
Sundays Winter Nov-Feb: Closed
Website address www.fortimber.co.uk
Tiﬂlﬂﬂlﬂlﬂﬂlﬂlﬂﬂlﬂlﬂlﬂlﬂ
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Harvest Moon Musical Soiree >

On Saturday, 9 October 1976 the late-lamented Malcolm Braine sent out an
invitation to members of the Shropshire Union Canal Society and friends
inviting us to a Harvest Moon Musical Soiree. Passenger boats 'Jubilee' and
'Cactus' were standing ready at Great Haywood and at 7.00pm invitees
began to arrive for what proved to be a splendid night of entertainment.

After travelling along the canal we came to a halt and motor tug 'Union Jack'
joined us the three boats forming a triangle and the entertainment began.
Canal 'turns' included recitations and verse and also a treasure hunt on Tixall
Wide. In Tixall Tunnel, lit for the occasion, a magnificent buffet had been
provided and afterwards we went on to enjoy musical interludes provided by
courtesy of the Tixall Reeds Group [can anyone name them?]

Tickets including the buffet were £3 [this was 1976] and all proceeds over and
above the catering costs were given to the Montgomery Canal Restoration
Fund.

A marvellous evening was had by all and due to the absence of one person |
remember Bob being persuaded to stand in [was it a barbershop quartet?]
much to his amusement. 'l can't sing,' he protested [to be honest he had a
good tenor voice] but | do remember him standing on the tug that night, doing
his best.

| believe 'Jubilee’ is now on the Kennet and Avon still carrying passengers
whilst 'Cactus' as far as | am aware is still active on the system. Does
anybody know what's happened to motor tug 'Union Jack'?

I e _"""'"!I am h0p|ng that

perhaps readers
Jof Cuttings might
/remember  that

MR, and MRS. MALCOLM BRAINE

have pleasure in Inviting ...... ‘L"""‘Aflvl‘c ............... night, . the boats
to their ) Chugglng along

‘ " " th [ in th
Harvest Moor Musical Soiree !daerk’cana mstarz

aboard Passenger boats "JUBILEE" and "CACTUS" !overhead, wine in
on SATURDAY, 9th OCTOBER, 1976 g'the hand, good
Boarding at Great Haywood  Tp.m. for 7-30 p.m { company. | can

The evenings entertainment will include:— ’ think of at least

Canal ‘turns’, Racitals and verse, from aboard Motor Tug “Union Jack' §

Treasure Hunt on Tixall Wides one pe_rson who
‘was with us, |

A magnificent canal buffet In Tixall Tunne! (temporarily Iit)

Musical Interludes by courtesy of the Tixall Reeds Group ! hope he getS in
Tickets (including Buffet) £3.00 each ltOUCh.

Procends over and above catering costs, to Montgomery Canal Rest. Fund

Cangi':m'i'"riathlon

Saturday 20 May 2023
Complete one or two sections
or attempt all threel

Covering about 28%; miles of the Canal in one day:
CYCLE 12 miles from Newtown to Belan
CANOE 5%: miles from Belan to Pool Quay
WALK 11 miles from Pool Quay to Morton

ENTRY CLOSING DATE: 20™ April 2023

For entry details visit
.themontgomerycanal.

i
RSV.P—"Moocfields'" Main Road, Colwich, Stafford. | Jan Johnstone
t
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Restoration Spring Update —

One might think after reaching the crescendo of laying the golden block, as
reported in the last issue, that anything else would be something of an
anti-climax. Think again. Since then, there has been tremendous progress to
establish the new restoration project on the Montgomery Canal, not to
mention the slightly less glamourous, but necessary task to close down the
previous project.

The new project, entitled Crickheath South, carries on from where the old
project finished. It will restore the channel between Crickheath Bridge and
Schoolhouse Bridge, a distance of 750 metres and is split into three phases,
each with its own challenges and unique features. Phase 1A covers 180
metres and covers the area immediately south of Crickheath Bridge, through
the village, along the former tramway wharf on the offside to the access point
from our new compound. Phase 1B continues southwards from there through
open country, covering approximately half the remaining distance to
Schoolhouse Bridge and is marked at its southern limit by overhead power
lines. Phase 2 covers the remainder and is characterised by being in a cutting
on both sides, the offside bank being rather steep in places. A further
compound relocation to a site by Schoolhouse Bridge will be required to
deliver this phase.

Location Map Phases 1A, 1B & 2
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The plan of works this year has a heavy focus on resolving a number of
outstanding issues relating to the detailed design and specification, finishing
the site preparation in Phases 1A and 1B and we also expect to make a start
on wash wall and wharf wall repairs.

Cuttings Spring 2023
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volunteers have been busy! From

Restoration Sp"ng Update - cont — As mentioned before,  restoration |\ % @%"%’A‘?{

November to January all items from the | . S5 o S
Arcadis, the consulting engineers for CRT, have undertaken extensive previous compound behind Lloyds 5
ground investigations. This, coupled with evidence of  underlying soil Animal Feeds and also the storage
types and ground conditions along the length of the channel once site strip area by Crickheath Basin were
has been completed, will inform the optimum profile for the banks. There will transferred to the new Crickheath
also be work to test the ground porosity at various points. This will inform South compound, culminating with the
the waterproofing requirements and design. Careful consideration is being storage and welfare containers on a
given to maximizing chilly, but sunny Friday in January. By
biodiversity, consistent with Sunday afternoon the compound was
an effective  engineering complete with the welfare shelter (think
solution. Finally, a - of large-scale lkea flatpack) re-erected,

specification of works to repair
the tramway wharf wall that
satisfies heritage, engineering
and operational requirements
is due to be completed and
agreed by March.

water supply to the welfare cabin
plumbed in and container contents
looking ship-shape. Also, over winter,
vegetation clearance in Phase 1B has
now been completed with removal of |
saplings, brash and undergrowth from
the channel. A detailed survey of the
wharf has been completed recording
the dimensions and condition of each
coping stone following vegetation
clearance in this area too. We are well

set up for the year ahead and site strip in Phases 1A and 1B will commence
in the spring once ground conditions permit.

In  complete contrast to
restoration works over the last
few years the project is far
from fully funded. The Society
has a six-figure designated
fund towards Crickheath South
which will be used primarily to
leverage grant applications
with match funding.
Regrettably, a recent
28 application to Severn Trent
o Community Fund  proved

unsuccessful, but  other ’ ) e ;
opportunites  are being ﬁ A - : : Tom Fulda
: : pursued. : 8 N LY
- First of three arrivals The welfare shelter in its new position being put to good
Cuttings Spring 2023 Page 24 a a Page 25 Cuttings Spring 2023
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Come to our 3-day community festival
along Gnosall’s beautiful canal

Take a boat trip
Visit the floating market
Learn about local canals and their history
View historic working boats
Hear from local canal societies
Enjoy live music at village pubs

Discover local canal restorations

14—16 July 2023

Organised by

Gnosall Towpath Restoration

www.gnosallcanalfestival.co.uk
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‘.' Caation buny traffic,

Theps a the Merh: Carden / wmﬂ

§ by g Wik Teae) e o \
SES3 < . 1 Farm , 3 ,\ q \
“ To Maceton Y, : J umg 3‘ o Tnireweod 8 '-'l» 'I"
Y 5 \ .l',m ¥ .g;‘ L B 34, Whaet Road
Gnosall Canal Festival (C-Fest) - Site Plan PRDSCMEE  TE B )  ctep v sccon
On Foot—Wharf lload and aver the bridge \

By Bus— Teiford , Newport, Stafford frequent senice
By Bike—Many minor lanes and Sustrans 55 crosses tha canal.
By car—Please uye the main roads and free parking provided,

)
]

L, -

(Cowduy Tunnel) 2

Events in threo pubs, one chapel and along 1000 metres of towpath,
Plesse see program or website for full detalls, <
{To Brewood, Wokrarmampton

o www.gnosalicenalfustival co.uk

u

. Oh dear—this hole has appeared in the
" ;. towpath on the embankment at Market
#95S5 Drayton. It has been reported to CRT
. _~who have made the area safe for
Ewalkers and cyclists; fingers crossed
i they manage to fix the underlying
problem before it gets any worse!

Carol Hamilton-King
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Cceanna
ou! rac !Inq

Hundreds of
Contractors...
Just one number.

racting provioe every aspect

C-“C goanri]:r?alctlng

AARINE ENGINEERING SERVICES

po you NAVE accegs ¢, engineers
iof all your boating requirements?

nance, engine ruplacomant
= work you Could poasitily need

Do you want 1o be Certain that the work required is undertahen by vetted and
watably qualified persons?

Then why not use Canal Contracting:
W locate an engosss o wdetake the work

*We work on Inbosed and cutboard eogines

*Wo pigasise 3 Tme and date 10 51t you

*Ne provide o no-obigetion quotation for of werk®
*\¥o fully guatantee the wark undertakon

* Ve offer pou & soghe point of comact Sor ak your eeds

New engines replacements fully fitted from
Typaly esampiv

We work with a nationwide network of
400 specialiat contractors including

@ e M

We caver boat Insurance work Including
ANy

New Beta Groen line £3hp s :

b CALL: 0871 200 8021
2° ahenaton 1S + 150amp) FOR A NO OBLIGATION QUOTE
Calorihier conmexsiom:

Panel with Sache

”‘M“" OR VISIT US ONLINE AT

www.canalcontracting.co.uk

Sump oain pume

Marine RCR<
Bregkdown
Assistance.

24/7 across the UK Inland Waterways.

*NO CALLOUT OR HOURLY CHARGES.*
* NO RESTRICTIONS ON THE AGE, MAKE OR SIZE OF YOUR BOAT.

JOIN TODAY

ANNUAL MEMBERSHS FROM

ONLY £65°

* Drenkdown ans stance T: 0]785 785880

* Bout recovery, Www rveroanaliescue oo, ik

* Home start * NOW INCLUDING REPLACEMENT PARTS COviR.*

» Crew ™y Corwnre @ hage rwge of ppex Hes 2arty ive b g gearims ()

dewr atete Saaprniee. timtes starnates Al raey o

B e i i e T L R e L R L e Ll L
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New Certified Marina Managers

Phil Langley, from Aqueduct Marina, and Angus Maughan, from Overwater
Marina, have gained their Certified Marina Manager qualification from Tony
Dye, Global Marina Institute’s Chair of Europe and the Middle East. GMI is a
partnership between British Marine and the Marina Industries Association, the
industry body covering Australia, with the aim of delivering global marina
training and certification.

Upon the successful completion of their course, which required the
submission of comprehensive portfolios of their experience, credentials and
references, Phil and Angus have boosted the number of inland marina staff
who currently hold the CMM qualification. The majority of those who have
successfully applied and been awarded have historically been employed at
coastal marinas. Phil and Angus can now fly the flag for inland marinas while
demonstrating their professional competence.

The two recipients are based a few miles apart at their respective marinas, a
short distance from Nantwich in Cheshire. After receiving their awards, Phil
said, “he is delighted to be accredited as a CMM following his attending the
advanced Marina Managers course early in 2022,

Aqueduct Marina’s MD Robert Parton added, “The CMM/CMP network is a
very strong international network of marina professionals and managers. It is
excellent to have two more inland waterways representatives joining. Well
done to Angus and Phil”.

L-R: Tony Dye, Angus Maughan & Phil Langley
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Support from HRH Prince of Wales

A Personal Statement from HRH The Prince of Wales about the
Montgomery Waterway

It was in Cuttings number 19 on 25" October 1973 that a report appeared
entitled 'A Personal Statement from HRH The Prince of Wales about the
Montgomery Waterway', the statement made at a meeting with television
authorities and the press in Swansea.

'I am delighted to announce today that the Prince of Wales' Committee has
agreed to give its full support to plans to restore to amenity standard a seven
mile Welsh stretch of the Shropshire Union Canal.

One of the main aims of my Committee has always been to give help and
encouragement to those dedicated groups of volunteers and enthusiasts
who want to work on practical projects for improving their environment. By
giving advice, material aid and funds where essential, we have assisted all
sorts of schemes throughout the Principality, work camps for young people,
footpaths and nature trails, restoration of old buildings, churchyards, town
car parks, work by schools and other volunteers and so on. Now after
consultations and investigations, which have taken several months, the
Committee has agreed to support this new project, which is a much larger
venture than any in which it has been involved before.

The Variety Club of Great Britain has expressed great interest in these
proposals, particularly in the possibilities offered by the canal for custom-built
boats carrying handicapped children to operate along the restored stretch.
Medical opinion is that this slow-moving form of travel is an excellent therapy
for disabled children of all sorts. Overnight facilities for the children are also
envisaged and with these proposals in mind, fund raising activities will be
arranged to acquire the amount necessary to restore the initial stretch of the
canal.

The costs for restoring this section of the canal to amenity standard have
been estimated by British Waterways Board at £250,000 after making
allowance for the work we hope will be done by volunteer labour. It is hoped
that as a result of this initiative many local authorities, voluntary
organisations and individuals will give further support.

At this stage therefore, the object of the Prince of Wales' Committee will be
to restore the seven mile stretch of the Montgomery Canal running
southwards from the village of Arddleen to Welshpool. No major engineering
problems are foreseen on this sector, but work would be needed on dredging
the channel, bank protection, lock structure, vegetation and also the
upstream Tanat feeder which would be necessary to supply an adequate
flow of water.
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The Restoration Trust, which we set
up, will operate in close co-operation
with the British Waterways Board, who
own the canal and who are very keen
to support restoration schemes as
much as they can, with voluntary [§
bodies such as the Shropshire Union
Canal Society, whose efforts in
retaining and improving the canal have §
played an important role, and with local
authorities, central government and
other interests.

It must be stressed that the Shropshire
Union Canal Society has over the past
four years been working on the}
Montgomery Canal and they will shortly §
be making their own appeal to support
work on other stretches, which they
wish to be restored to use. There are =
difficult and costly  engineering
problems to overcome, for example, | HRH Prince of Wales in Swansea.
where road bridges have been
lowered, but their aim is one which
everyone, including myself, would be
delighted to see achieved.

25th October 1973

We hope that the restoration of the Montgomery Canal will help to promote
economic and other useful activity along its whole length and perhaps
restore the canal to some of its former glory. We will aim to establish a
framework within which all subsequent activity will be of the highest standard
and benefit particularly the neighbouring communities.

| am hoping that many volunteers, local people, and those from further afield
will respond to the interesting challenge of this restoration project and after
further consultations with local authorities and other interested bodies we
shall be setting up a steering group with specialists supporting working
parties to initiate the project.’

Note: Shortly after the above statement was made public SUCS did indeed
launch its own appeal for funds with literature outlining the aim sent to a
variety of bodies. At the same time an appeal for more volunteers was put
out this the beginning of what has since been achieved.

On 25" October 2023 it will be 50 years since King Charles Ill made the
above statement. Is this an opportunity to offer the new Prince of Wales,
William, a chance to see how our Society has progressed in the intervening
years? Certainly worth thinking about!

Jan Johnstone
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The Bigger Picture

You may be aware of the response from Montgomeryshire Wildlife Trust to
the recent survey for the CRT/Powys Levelling-Up project. This underlines
the need for us all always to be extolling the “bigger picture” and what the
restoration of the Montgomery Canal means to the area.

In the early 1980’s, we reached an understanding with nature
conservationists to integrate ecology and restoration with the pioneering use
of off-line nature reserves. On the strength of this agreement, the Society
restored most of the locks in Powys and IWA and WRG worked at Frankton
and Aston, with the reserve at Aston Top Lock being one of their biggest
projects to that time.

Twenty years later we went through the process again, with similar results in
the Conservation Management Strategy, which has guided restoration since.
Integrating ecology and restoration was part of a wider vision for the
Montgomery Canal, which included opportunities for recreation (well-being)
and the protection of the canal’s built heritage — its story shown in brick and
stone by the canal-age locks, bridges and aqueducts, as well as navigation.

Last autumn, the Inland Waterways Association published a report,
Waterways for Today, which shows from evidence from across the sector
why waterway projects are perfect for regeneration projects and third-party
funding bids. With 500 miles of waterway reopened in the last sixty years,
another 500 could be transformed into a leisure, living and business amenity
on a national scale. Though more than half the Montgomery Canal is open
today, we need to finish the job to realise the full benefits of a leisure, living
and business amenity.

Waterways for Today identifies no fewer than twelve benefits of canal
restoration:

o Contributing to economic recovery by regenerating rural and urban
areas and improving the lives of millions;

o Increased spending in local communities from people — on day trips,
boat holidays and taking part in water-based activities;

o Improving the health, well-being and longevity of people living nearby —
topically the report points here to savings to NHS and social care
budgets;

o Protecting and improving the natural environment with reconnected

habitats, biodiversity net gain and improvements for wildlife;
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. Protecting the waterway heritage — a vast, open-air network accessible
to all and bringing history to life for current and future generations;

. Part of the solution for resilience and climate change through
adaptation, mitigation and enhancing the natural environment;

. Connecting communities with flat, linear towpath routes that can be
active travel corridors connecting communities and urban and rural
areas;

. Opportunities for hands-on learning in science, technology, engineering

and maths subjects, as well as the humanities and arts, through
outdoor classrooms, visits to local waterways and inter-generational

learning;

. Employment, training and apprenticeships in the tourism, leisure,
hospitality, engineering and construction sectors;

. Improving physical health with outdoor activities such as walking,

running, cycling, fishing, sailing, canoeing, paddleboarding and
volunteering;

. Improving mental health and wellbeing through physical recreation,
shared social experiences and connecting with nature;
o Creating better places to live which enhance people’s enjoyment of

their area and encourage greater diversity and inclusivity.

The report gives examples of each benefit including the Montgomery and
Chester in our area. For economic benefit, Waterways for Today quotes a
2011 DEFRA report that each mile of inland waterway contributes between
£175,000 and £1,175,000 a year to the local economy with examples such as
a 46% increase of visitors to the Kennet & Avon Canal between 1995 and
2010, generating £55m spending in the local economy in 2009. A reopened
Montgomery could bring many benefits to Llanymynech, Berriew, Welshpool
or other communities along the canal!

Sir David and Lady Suchet say, “During our many years enjoying Britain’s
waterways, we have seen first-hand how waterway regeneration can act as a
catalyst for the wider transformation of a whole community. Once, run-down
and neglected, there are places on the canals today that have a vibrancy to
rival many of the country’s top tourist destinations yet are freely accessible to
everyone.” Or Griff Rhys-Jones: “| have been lucky enough to explore the joy
of waterways all across Great Britain and they remain one of the great hidden
assets of this country, but | am shocked by what terrible custodians we have
become of this great resource. We need awareness and we need support for
this hidden glory before it is too late.”

You can find more about the report at https://waterways.org.uk/campaigns/
waterways-for-today .

Michael Limbrey
michael.limbrey@themontgomerycanal.org.uk

o Page 33 Cuttings Spring 2023



https://waterways.org.uk/campaigns/waterways-for-today
https://waterways.org.uk/campaigns/waterways-for-today
mailto:michael.limbrey@themontgomerycanal.org

Welshpool Dinghy Rally Sept 1970

On Sunday 20" September 1970 to raise funds as well as provide fun and
games and at the same time as spreading the word on the aims of the
Shropshire Union Canal Society, the Welshpool Dinghy Rally took place,
situated on the large car park adjacent to the canal in the town.

A waterside fair had been arranged and during the previous two weeks
locals had been busy preparing the site between Town Lock and Mill Lane
bridge, the latter being where in 1969, the 'Muddy Saturday' had taken
place.

Preparations made included hedges trimmed, grassy areas and towpaths
mown and the canal cleared of its greenery. Happily, the day in question
turned out sunny and bright, bringing in the crowds and it was estimated
that at least 500 people were around during the main part of the day.

Apart from the dinghy competitions, sideshows had been arranged and
were very popular particularly the Ducking Stool, where for one shilling [5p]
you had four throws at the prop, which balanced a 'volunteer' on the end of
a see-saw overhanging the canal. Cheers frequently went up when the aim
was good, knocking away the prop and giving the victim a ducking.

Harlech TV was present and filmed the aforementioned in particular. Other
attractions included an airgun stall and coconut shy run by Jack Roberts,
who had been born on canal boat Quail in 1894 and worked fly boats on the
Shropshire Union Railway and Canal Company until the owners ended fly
boating in 1921. A raffle was held with prizes including a locally painted
picture of the lock, whilst also to be won were a hand painted stool with
traditional roses and castles. A white elephant stall, produce stall, bottle
stall and a sweet stall, where 40 toffee apples broke the record, all being
sold in fifteen minutes were also enjoyed by the public.

A roulette wheel did good business as did a treasure hunt on a square of
turf and a bottle fishing pond contest. Also taking place were horse rides,
whilst the Canal Society stand was busy most of the time. Late in the
afternoon a barbecue type fireplace was built, a fire laid and soon
sausages, chicken and roast potatoes were in demand.

During all of the above, the dinghy contest was taking place with such
things as blindfolded rowing through a number of items, a motorised potato
race and wife swapping whilst on the water! Eight dinghies carried 39
entrants and a great time was had by all!
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Also taking place was a canal race from Belan Locks to Welshpool, with four
single canoes and three doubles entering. The contest included a tough
obstacle course, carrying their canoes where there was no water and with
contestants re-entering the water when able to, then paddling down to
Gallowstree Bank and back to the finishing line. Contestants were awarded
with loud applause as they completed the course, not just their craft, but also
themselves frequently wet and covered in weeds. There were also boat trips
carrying five or six people to the lock and back from the aqueduct.

At the end of the day all those involved were congratulated for the planning,
marking and marshalling they had carried out as well as doing a running
commentary over loudspeakers, the day having started at 10.30am and
ending at 6.30pm. A highly successful day for both contestants, the Society
and visitors, which at the time was hoped would continue to be held annually
in the years to come.

Jan Johnstone

Just 200 yards from
Bridge 85 on the
Shropshire Union

Canal, Tie up near

Hack Green Locks

HACK GREEN SECRET
NUCLEAR BUNKER

A unique and exciting day out for all the family

Discover the underground worid of nuclear
government, If the UK had been attacked, the
35,000 square foot bunker would have been the
wartime HQ. Entering through the massive biast
doors, you are transported into the secret world of
the cold war, Descend into the bunker's maze of
passages and rooms to see the BEC Studio
Decontamination Rcom, Missile Early Waming
System, Communications Centra, Life Support
Systems and much more. With audio-visual guides
and the Scviet Spy-Mouse Trail to occupy the
chiidren, you're sure to enjoy an eye-opening trip!

NAAFI-style café. Disabled and Mother & Baby facilities.
An all-weather attraction, open all year from 10,30 am. Please ring for details of
winter opening from November to March.

Go to www. hackgreen co.uk or ring 01270 629219.
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New gates on their way! — Discover Our — >

Idyulc Retreat a swanley bndge
Enjoy Summer

Secure yow berth on the Uangollen
Canal, the most beautiful canal In

the tountry

Call 01270 524571 or email

salescwswanleybridgemarina,com
Great photos of the new gates and beam destined for installation in Lock 11
of the Audlem flight being loaded onto a CRT work barge at Overwater
Marina. All photos taken by Kevin Dusting, whilst perched on his cabin top in
the marina!!
New Members -
e

We extend a warm welcome to the following new members:
George Craven of Wakefield

David George of Corwen.

You can contact me about any membership matter at 42, Foyle Road,
Blackheath, SE3 7RH, telephone 07920 708255 and email
memsec@shropshireunion.org.uk.

Richard Feeney
Membership Secretary
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When winters were hard.....

Rapidly becoming a thing of the past as a result of global warming, is the
icing up of rivers and canals to the extent that boats, particularly on the
non-tidal canals, became frozen in sometimes for days, detrimental to both
trade and in the days of wooden boats, the carrier’s livelihoods should their
craft be damaged.

All canals suffered, particularly those in the colder, northern half of Britain.
Consequently, if boats did become ice bound everyone got together to
release the boats and get the canal navigable again. First in line would be the
lockkeeper, then everyone from the boat company managers, workers such
as company carpenters, owner boaters, those operating working boats for the
company and indeed anyone, who could be roped in would get together in a
united effort to free the boats.

Company boats would have already, at the beginning of winter, deposited
sand, or ashes by the side of every lock in anticipation of bad weather. This
was so that the lockkeeper could keep the lock safe for those working the
boats. Particularly important were the areas where the horse would travel so
that the animal could keep its feet in severe frost and avoid breaking a leg.

At the time, there were many ice breakers on the system, all ready to keep
the 'road' moving. With the canal frozen solid, horses from the boats that
couldn't move were utilised and along with its owner, pay would be around £1
per day to pull the icebreakers. On particularly severe occasions teams of up
to sixteen horses would draw the ice boat although usually it was less than
that with five to six managing to 'do the job'.

Horses would be secured to the icebreaker by a line fixed to the foremast
with occasionally an additional pony secured by rope to the stern its purpose
to help the steerer negotiate inside bends. Icebreakers were about thirty feet
long made of wood and plated at the front with sheet iron. A rail ran from the
mast to another further down the boat and it was this that the men, five a
side, hung onto whilst rocking the icebreaker furiously from side to side on
occasions nearly tipping over due to their efforts. In particularly severe
weather the boat would be forced to a standstill and it was then that more
horses were added to try and drag the craft up onto the ice to break it down.

An added danger after a channel had finally been forced through were the
great chunks of solid ice floating in the cut. They caused a serious problem if
they entered the lock with more work needed to force it out before lock gates
could be shut and the paddles opened or closed. In such a situation locks in
pairs came into their own, ice dealt with in one, boats in the other. It was then
that ice boards as they were known were used to prevent ice floating into the
lock they being inserted into the iron grooves generally used for stop planks
until the boat arrived at which point they were swiftly

taen out iy
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With the ice board removed just as the boat approached and dropped back in
as soon as the stern was clear of the gates any ice getting into the lock would
be flushed out when the boat continued on its journey. Another method
entirely was needed however, for canal systems with single locks.

The Shropshire Union canal had particularly long stretches without locks and
when difficulties arose they would borrow horses from nearby farms or anyone
else who used them to keep their particular 'road' free of ice.

The sight of the iceboat approaching along the canal to where boats were
frozen in was a particularly welcome one back in the day, the cracking of the
ice would be heard from quite a distance on still, frosty days as was the sound
of the icebreaker crashing down onto the solid ice. If the ice was known to be
going to last for some days a lot of boats, once released, would take the
decision to continue throughout the night to keep the 'road’ clear.

Today we no longer have the winters that caused such problems for the
carriers and icebreakers have quickly disappeared over the last few decades.
If you would however, like to see one pay a visit to Ellesmere Boat Museum
where 'Marbury', rescued from the Prees Branch of the Llangollen canal in
1968 by working party members of the SUCS can now be seen.

Jan Johnstone

S e =

on facebook

Chas Hardern Boats Ltd ...

Family run 2 - 6 berth warm and comfortable narrowboats for hire. All year
cruising. Short breaks generally available. Dog friendly. Excellent tuition.

Services on site: diesel, gas, pump-out, gift shop.

Also: Gas Safe engineer, 24hr breakdown service. 40 years experience with
all engine and internal boat repairs.

Members of IWA, BMF, APCO, FSB Hireboat handover external audit
T: 01829 732595 E-mail: Chasboats@aol.com Web: www.chashardern.co.uk
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Stamps Coins & Post Cards —

Many thanks to all of you who continue to send in postage stamps. | am still
collecting them on behalf of the Society although | have recently experienced
some problems with my regular dealer. Fortunately that is now resolved! So
keep sending your stamps - your support is very much appreciated.

Pat Wilson

- BOAT FINDER AT\
2 BROKERAGE SERVICES \
NOW AT
: / S| OVERWATER MARINA

www.boaffinderbrokerage.co.uk

OverWater

s
@

A/',d[lnd Audlem, Cheshire = :
OverWater -sec
NARROWROAT *Svicwe
- S« MANTENANCE
- * BLACKING
SERVICES « MEATER S2RVICE

NO OBUGATION QUOTES & ADVICE

THE FRIT CANAL MARINA 1O 8¢
’ AWARIRD § GOLD ANCHOES
0«! Dn Lol

Qs L1iid

01270 812677

Coole Lane, Newhall (Audiem) E
Nantwich, Cheshire
CWS5 BAY

www.overwatermarina.co.uk
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Work Party Dates for 2023

March 3/4/5 August 4/5/6
April 14/15/16 September 1/2/3
May 5/6/7 October 6/7/8
June 2/3/4 November 3/4/5
July 7/8/9 December 1/2/3

For more information please contact:-

Tom Fulda: 07810 646026

E-mail: tom.fulda@shropshireunion.org.uk

Collection Boxes —

Things are quiet on the collecting-box front for now
although the total has gone up to £718. Over £60 of
that came to us in memory of Hugh Rees-Williams, a
tall and striking man who used to walk his Collie along
the towpath in Llanymynech. He was in the habit of
hoarding small change and the friends who cleared
his house decided to pass it on to the Society.

Thank you, Hugh and friends.
Sarah Thursfield
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Bits & bobs

Advertising
Our advertising rates are:
Half page: £75.00 for one year (four issues)
Full page: £125.00 for one year (four issues)

There is a 10% discount for Commercial Members. Adverts can start in any
issue and will be invoiced annually.

To find out more please contact Advertising Manager, Roger Beswick

01244 300575 or 07779 027224 or e-mail: jrb151@outlook.com
Or by post to: 40 Cinder Lane, Guilden Sutton, Chester, CH3 7EN

Please support our advertisers and mention that you saw their advert in
Cuttings magazine!

Articles & Contacting Cuttings

We are always pleased to receive contributions for Cuttings. Text, photos
etc. can be sent by post or by e-mail. If you are ‘no good at the words’
simply send us the basis of your idea with all the relevant details and we will
gladly put an article together for you.

Cuttings Editors: Rod & Carol Hamilton-King
01630 656732 or R: 07889 171598 or C: 07788 750474
41 Waterside Drive, Market Drayton, Shropshire, TF9 1HU
E-mail: sucuttingseditor@gmail.com

Copy Deadlines

Cuttings is published 4 times per year, in June, September, December and
March. Copy deadlines are 1st May, 1st August, 1st November and 1st
February. COPY CANNOT BE ACCEPTED AFTER THESE DATES.

Disclaimer

The views expressed in Cuttings are not necessarily those of the Shropshire
Union Canal Society. We make every effort to ensure all dates and details
are correct as at time of going to press. Ensure you check before travelling
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Shropshire Union Canal Society Membership Application/Renewal Form

If you are renewing and wish to set up a standing order or make a bank transfer yourself, there is
no need to complete the form below but please see it for the information that you’ll need.

PLEASE COMPLETE THE BELOW IN BLOCK CAPITALS
Please tick one of the following two options:
O l/we hereby apply for membership OR [ l/we hereby apply to renew membership

of the above Society and agree to abide by the rules of the Society. I/we consent to the personal
data contained on this application being retained by the Society for the purposes of membership.

Title and names(s) -

AdAress ..o

.................................. Post Code

Telephone ... ... E-mail

(Juniors only) Date of birth ... (Renewals only) Membership No: (if known): ...

O Please tick here to receive Cuttings magazine by email rather than by post.
Please complete one of the following options:
O l/we enclose a subscription of £ *and a donationof £ .. _(optional)

Please make cheques payable to Shropshire Union Canal Society Limited.

O l/we have set up a standing order or made a bank transfer. Amount: £ ... x

Please pay Shropshire Union Canal Society Limited business bank account at NatWest, Sort
Code 55-50-05, Acc No: 01630962 with your membership number or full name as reference.
Standing Orders should make the first payment immediately and on July 1 each year thereafter.

00 Please send me/us a Standing Order form.
*Single, Joint, Family: £15/year; Juniors under 18: £5/year; Life: £300.
Signed Date

(New members only) If one applicant is a UK taxpayer, by completing the below declaration, the
Society will be able to claim tax relief on your donations (including subscriptions):

The Shropshire Union Canal Society Limited (Registered Charity No. 245875)

O I want to Gift Aid all donations that | have made in the past 4 years and all future donations
to the above charity. Donations include my membership subscription.

00 I am a UK taxpayer and understand that if | pay less Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax
than the amount of Gift Aid claimed on all my donations in that tax year, it is my responsibility
to pay any difference.

Signed Date

Send completed forms to: Richard Feeney, Membership Secretary, 42 Foyle Road, Blackheath,
London, SE3 7RH. Telephone: 07920 708255. Email: memsec@shropshireunion.org.uk
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CANAL BOATS

FOR ALL OF YOUR BOATING NEEDS

WE ARE BASED AT
14 MARINAS
AROUND THE UK
AND OFFER THE
FOLLOWING
SERVICES

FIND OUT MORE

Go to our website for full

all areas of our business.

® Call us: 0330 333 0595

...........

details of our services across

o www.everythingcanalboats.com

® Boating Holidays

¢ Day Boat Hire

e Holiday Cottages

e Caravan Parks

e Chandlery

¢ Boat Maintenance & Repairs
e Marina Services

¢ Boat Sales

® Boat Management
® Moorings

® Boat Building




