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Chairman’s Report  

Phew! It has been a busy first few months in the job. The early months of 
2023 has seen a period of considerable change within the society. The new 
officers are now bedding in well and a number of internal initiatives are seeing 
the light of day. As reported elsewhere in this edition there is progress to 
report on site work not only on our restoration site but also elsewhere on the 
Montgomery. Also, developments further afield. 

This issue of Cuttings is, sadly, the last to be edited by Rod & Carol   
Hamilton-King who are standing down after five years distinguished service.  
Rod & Carol worked very much as a team and it is fitting that their 
replacements will be another team, albeit not one drawn from the same 
household. A group of members, who collectively possess an impressive 
range of skills, will be ‘shadowing’ Rod & Carol in the production of their 
valedictory issue, and will then take over after that. Cuttings is in good hands.  

Members who follow such things will have noticed a big increase in recent 
activity on the society’s various social media channels. There is a story here. 
As part of large Heritage Lottery Fund grants there is usually a ‘legacy’ 
element for the organisations involved. The funding for the Pryces to 
Crickheath restoration included a modest sum which funded a study of the 
society’s publicity efforts. This including training provided by a social media 
consultant for a team of half a dozen members. Without giving too many 
secrets away each now posts on the different social media channel using 
material stored on a common database. It is very early days but the numbers 
of followers of the various channels are increasing markedly.   

By the time you read this the society will have achieved a long-term aim of 
restarting enhancement volunteering after a gap of nearly twenty years. Our 
base of this work will be historic Ellesmere on the Llangollen Canal which is, 
of course, the most popular holiday canal in the country. The enhancement 
volunteers will help ensure that the local canal towpaths and surrounding 
areas are kept clean and tidy, as well as undertaking other work at the 
request of CRT. The first task is likely to be sprucing up the benches and 
picnic areas that we installed in the Ellesmere area some twenty years ago!  It 
is hoped that both the venue and the nature of the work will appeal to 
members and a wide range of potential volunteers.   

It is great to be able to see large scale restoration work at three locations 
along the Montgomery Canal.  All of these are described in detail elsewhere 
in this edition. Our own work parties have made great progress on the 
Crickheath South section. The painstaking work on restoring the historic wharf 
in Crickheath village is particularly worthy of note.   
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Snippets from the Shroppie 

On 24
th
 April I was able to attend the ground breaking ceremony for the work 

at Schoolhouse Bridge. The physical start of this project is a marvellous   
reward for years of hard work by Montgomery Restoration Trust and the   
numerous associated organisations in raising the funds.  When the work is 
finished in late summer, we will then have the job of getting the water there! 
Finally, a long section of channel in Llanymynech has been dredged as part 
of the LUF work. It is a real pleasure to be able to walk along the towpath of 
what now looks like a navigation.  

Keen students of the website might have noticed a summary of the           
restoration work done at Newhouse Lock has recently been added. The   
account lacks images of work on the bridge and the wall below the lock. If 
anybody has any material that could assist, please get in touch with me.   
Also, Rich Hamp and I are writing a similar summary account of work at 
Brynderwen Lock using society archive material as the main source.  Again, 
if any members have personal reminiscences or photographs of this work 
which would help us with producing this account, we would be glad to hear 
from you.  

Finally, there are details of the public official opening of the Pryces to     
Crickheath section. This will take place on 2

nd
 June. The boat containing 

VIPs will leave Redwith Bridge at noon. There will be a reception for invited 
guests following the cutting of tape across the channel at Crickheath. There 
will be two historic boats, and others, in Crickheath basin. The event may be 
viewed from the towpath throughout.  An event not to be missed by all! It will 
be followed the next day by a private celebration for all of the volunteers who 
worked on the Pryces to Crickheath section. This will be an opportunity to 
catch up with old friends (or do I mean friends of long-standing?) and to       
re-live the highs and lows of the work over a glass or two.  

       David Carter, SUCS Chairman 

 Fab news—the Middlewich FAB (Folk & Boat) Festival is back! 

 A heart-warming Easter story - a lamb had sadly fallen into the    
canal near Ellesmere. Not only was she rescued by two brave souls 
but they then transported her in style - in a trolley renamed the 
‘Lamb-ulance’!! Lucky girl indeed. 

 Was this an April Fool’s joke - rumour has it there are moves afoot 
to ban powered boats from The Monty. We do hope not! 

 Great to see a YouTube post entitled ‘The Shroppie! Probably the 
most beautiful canal in the UK’ - we can agree with that! 
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Farewell Editorial 
 

And so, after 5 years and 21 issues, we come to our final edition of Cuttings, 
having produced our first issue in the Summer of 2018. Little did we know 
that in less than 2 years of our tenure, we would be faced with a complete 
shutdown of the canal system as a result of Covid Lockdown. A little        
challenging to try to produce a magazine with virtually no stories! However, 
whilst it was a slimmed down version of the norm, we did manage to produce 
the Summer and Autumn editions of 2020. 

We have tried to find some different stories for you and one of our “biggies” 
was the breach below Stanhope Lock on the Middlewich Branch.              
Unfortunately, we couldn’t get near to the breach to obtain some photos, but 
a kind Facebook user had produced some great aerial shots and he kindly 
agreed that we could use them. We also managed to visit the site once it had 
been made safe by CRT, so we were able to see first-hand the damage 
caused by the breach. 

Some of the stories with a difference included a Clown Loach (toy) lounging 
around one of the locks on the Llangollen, a pair of upside-down wellies in 
the canal near Bridge 51, some naturists walking alongside the canal and 
them also enjoying a fish & chip supper aboard the trip boat out of Norbury 
and not least a blow-up doll in the locks at Tyrley. And yes, we’ve also      
indulged ourselves telling you about one or two of our boat trips on nb     
Slimline Tonic (well you have to fill the pages somehow!) 

We have also followed the developments on the Monty and the difficulties 
faced by the work party teams in a virtual rebuild of the canal between 
Pryces Bridge and Crickheath Wharf. We understand that this section will be 
officially opened very soon, although at the time of going to print the finer  
details are yet to be determined. The saga of Schoolhouse Bridge dominated 
a lot of the stories about the Monty, but we are delighted to report that work 
to raise the bridge has, at long last commenced! (Not half as delighted as 
Michael Limbrey!) 

In this edition, we are pleased to be able to report that work on the next    
section of the Monty from Crickheath South to Schoolhouse Bridge is making 
good progress. By all accounts, it would appear as though this section is in 
much better condition than perhaps thought, although there have been some 
rather stubborn tree roots to challenge the sense of humour!  We also have 
photos from Norbury Festival, a very informative report on a visit to the histor-
ic Ellesmere Yard and some more tales from the past. 

. 
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Meet the new editorial team 

 

It is now time for us to bid farewell. We extend our warm thanks to all those, 
who have contributed to help us produce what we hope you have found to be 
an interesting and varied collection of stories, to the advertisers, who        
continue to support the magazine and to our readers, who have had to put up 
with our attempt at some light humour, sometimes indulging ourselves.   

Details of the contact for the new editorial team are included in this edition 
and we wish them well in their endeavours to produce forthcoming issues of 
Cuttings. 

Thank you again. With all our good wishes 

 

Rod & Carol Hamilton-King 

Editors of Cuttings 

 

We are delighted to announce there will be an editorial team of         
volunteers to produce Cuttings for you. The team consists of Sarah 

Freshwater,  Dr Maurice Ward and Richard Feeney. They will provide 
further details in their first issue this coming  September.  

The new team can be contacted on  

cuttingseditorial@shropshireunion.org.uk  

Our very best wishes to the new team, thank you for stepping up and we 
look forward to reading future issues of Cuttings! 

mailto:cuttingseditorial@shropshireunion.org.uk
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Council Clippings 

 

A selection of discussions, reports and decisions from the March ‘23 Council 
Meeting… 
 

• A new membership leaflet is currently being developed, due for release 
in June. 

• Rich Hamp elected Vice-President of the Society in acknowledgement 
of ALL his endeavours on behalf of the Society, past and present.  

• The Society Stall is already booked to attend Gnosall Gfest and IWA 
North West Restoration Showcase at Sutton Weaver in July and the 
Canal and Railway Exhibition at Abbey Station in Shrewsbury in     
September. Hopefully, there may be more events to attend! 

• SUCS represented at the meeting of the Northern Canals Association 
at Bradley, Wolverhampton in February and at the AGM of the Friends 
of the Montgomery Canal in Llanymynech in February. 

• A very generous offer of a donation was received from member, Brian 
Wells, to help offset costs incurred in the attempt to purchase land at 
Crickheath Wharf for Society use. 

• Clive Robertson has generously agreed to take over as Treasurer with 
Ian Hendley continuing in support as Deputy Treasurer. 

• We currently have 521 members with 7 new members joining since the 
last meeting. 

• Applications for grants to support restoration currently being made to 
Oswestry Rural Parish Council and the Association of Industrial       
Archaeology. 

• Work on the raising of Schoolhouse Bridge due to commence. 

• The recent Health & Safety Audit by CRT at our working party site 
went very well. 

• The hunt is on to replace our esteemed editors, Rod & Carol (as we go 
to print the new team are almost in place).  

• The Society will re-commence Enhancement Works on the Shroppie, 
beginning at Ellesmere, where the picnic area and benches will be  
upgraded.  

• One navvy has had his dumper truck and excavator qualifications   
updated. Others will be joining in hedge cutting and strimmer training. 

• Online membership application is being implemented asap and will 
hopefully be live by 1

st
 July, ready for subscription renewal. 

• Self-guided walk instructions for ‘The Restoration Walk’ have been 
compiled by Chris Hesketh and will be available from Canal Central, 
Maesbury, on the Monty, in due course and on-line. 

• Maurice Ward, of repute, has agreed to conduct a guided tour of the 
yard at Ellesmere for members. Further details in due course. 

Sue Ball 
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How nice to see a busy calendar! Don’t forget to check websites/pages in 
this magazine for further details.  

Dates for your Diary - 2023 

Month Date What Where Notes 

June 2nd 
CRT Official     

Opening Monty  
Restoration 

Crickheath Wharf   

June 3rd 
SUCS Volunteer 

private event 
Crickheath Wharf Evening 

June 16th-18th Folk & Boat Festival Middlewich   

June  21st 
Montgomery Canal 

Forum 
Aico, Maesbury 

Rd,Oswestry, SY10 8NR 

14.30pm - see 
page 23 for   

details 

July 1st-2nd Floating Market Audlem   

July 8th Members Walk 
10.30am at Canal Central, 

Maesbury Marsh 
Booking required 

- see page 22 

July 14th-16th Canal Festival Gnosall see page 37 

July 15th Boating Event Aqueduct Marina 
10am-4pm Day 

From 6pm  
Evening 

July 29th-30th 
Gathering of Historic 
Boats & Festival of 

Transport 
Audlem   

August 31st 
Mikron Theatre   

present "Twitcher" 

The Anchor Inn Peggs 
Lane, High Offley, Nr 

Woodseaves, ST20 0NG 

7.00 pm Check 
website for   

venue facilities 

Sept 3rd 
Mikron Theatre   

present "A Force to 
be Reckoned With 

Coton Mill, Newport Road, 
Gnosall, ST20 0BN 

3.00 pm Check 
website for   

venue facilities 

Sept - 
Oct 

Sept 30th- 
Oct 1st 

Floating Market & 
Ginger & Spice   

Festival 
Market Drayton   
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Restoration Update Summer 23 

Though still very new, the Society’s latest restoration project, ‘Crickheath 
South’ is now well established and substantial progress has already been 
made. 

Most significant in this context is the recently signed Memorandum of       
Understanding between Canal & River Trust (CRT) and SUCS, which sets 
out the approach to be used. Whereas the last project could be characterised 
in one word as “rebuilding”, this project is unquestionably about “restoration”. 
The channel has not suffered the substantial subsidence experienced in the 
last project.  

 

 

 

A major activity for 2023 will be the pilot scheme mentioned in the last report 
that will inform the waterproofing requirements and available channel       
dimensions. The February and March work parties focused on vegetation 
clearance with an enormous quantity removed. With vegetation clearance 
now complete and site strip under way, there appear to be no pinch points in 
phases 1A and 1B. Water tests in key areas are being planned for late    
summer. 

 

                    

Big Bonfire! 
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Specifications for the repair of the 
wharf wall and wash wall in Phase 
1A have now been agreed with 
CRT and work has started. The 
April work party saw outstanding 
progress on the wharf wall with the 
large coping stones removed, 
some weighing nearly ¾ tonne, 
allowing repair works of the wall 
beneath. By the end of Saturday 
over 8m of the wall had been 
repaired and copings replaced. 
Sunday saw the removal of an 
enormous stump, the remains of an 
alder tree that had been growing in 
the wall for decades.  

 
 
 
The May work party saw towpath 
improvements in phase 1A. A path of 
compacted aggregate was constructed. 
Although the towpath won’t be 
completed to the full specification till the 
end of works in this area, this removes 
slip and trip hazards from mud and tree 
roots. This work has been generously 
supported by a grant from Oswestry 
Rural Parish Council. 

 

 

  

 

Hooray! 

Copings replaced 

Copings removed 
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A notable feature of the     
project so far has been the 
extent of volunteer             
involvement, which has     
enabled such rapid progress. 
Not only has there been high 
attendance from the regular 
restoration volunteers, but we 
are now joined by volunteers 
from the Dry Stone Walling 
Association, who are     
providing expertise repairing 
the wharf wall. A number of 
volunteers from CGI spent a 
day planting hedging in March 
using whips kindly donated by 

the company. We have also welcomed a number of new volunteers this year 
including two further young people (accompanied by guardians), giving a 
volunteer age range spanning 67 years. Thanks to them all. 

Tom Fulda 

 

 

 

Restoration Summer 23 - cont 

Young volunteer Josh with guardian Charlotte 
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Boating Event at Aqueduct 

 

Saturday 15
th
 July will see the welcome return of the Aqueduct Marina    

Boating Event, last held in 2019. The popular event is being held at the 
Cheshire marina between 10.00am - 4.00pm for day visitors and from 6.00 
pm for those who want to enjoy the evening's entertainment.  

  
The Aqueduct Boating Event is aimed at the   
boating community, but will also be of interest to 
those who are considering the purchase of a canal 
boat. If you are thinking of joining the growing 
number of boat owners, the event will provide you 
with an ideal opportunity to get free advice from 
industry experts, see a range of boats for sale, the 
marina facilities and the on-site Chandlery.  
  
There will also be a wide range of trade exhibitors 
taking part covering all aspects of boating. 
  
The evening's entertainment will be provided by 
the renowned Elvis Tribute, Paul Larcombe and 
food is included for anyone paying either the 
moorers rate of £15.00 per person or £20.00 per 

person for non-moorers.  
  
Ahead of the Boating Event, Aqueduct Marina are launching a limited time 
offer of a simplified commission structure for anyone looking to sell their boat. 
Made up of three bands, the fixed amount paid in commission is determined 
by the value of the boat and in which band it falls.  
  
Entry to the daytime Boating Event events is free, as is parking at the marina, 
which is in Church Minshull, Nantwich, CW5 6DX. More information can be 
found on our website at aqueductmarina.co.uk  

http://www.aqueductmarina.co.uk
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Ellesmere and the Effect of the Canal  

 

The town of Ellesmere in Shropshire situated adjacent to the Llangollen   
Canal was, during the heyday of canals, of great importance to the          
waterways. To this end even the industrial Ellesmere Port on the Mersey 
took its name from this small, rural town, primarily due to the huge amount of 
trade, which once took place between the two destinations. 

It was in 1793 that an Act of Parliament was passed for the building of a  
canal to link the river Mersey with the Dee, Chester and the Severn near 
Shrewsbury. The proposal led to many routes being put forward for         
consideration, but eventually a decision was made with William Jessop,   
experienced railway and canal engineer, appointed to oversee the project 
and Thomas Telford, appointed his assistant. Sadly, Jessop died in 1814, 
Telford taking over from thereon. 

Plans were pored over with branches, which could serve industries such as 
iron works, quarries and coal mines included and debated. Eventually    
however, the canal went on to provide much needed transport for rural areas 
with cargoes of timber, iron, fuel, limestone and fertiliser. This was a great 
improvement to previous methods, carts and waggons, country roads in 
such an appalling condition at that time that wheels were often irreparably 
damaged. Another advantage was the speed with which cargoes could    
travel on water, greatly improving delivery times. 

With disputes still taking place over certain plans, building of the lines, which 
had been agreed were started, the Wirral line from Netherpool to Chester 
and Welsh Frankton to Llanymynech. Surveys continued to be carried out 
seeking further improvements to the route and a decision was made to 
abandon plans to build a tunnel at Ruabon, considered cheaper to raise the 
canal to a higher level. 

On 25
th
 July 1795 the foundation stone for Pontcysyllte aqueduct was laid 

and a year later, 17
th
 June 1796, work started on Chirk aqueduct, which 

opened in November 1800. By 1802 it was possible to navigate from Welsh 
Frankton to the south end of the Pontcysyllte aqueduct. On 21

st
 November 

1805, the Pontcysyllte aqueduct also opened, linking with tramways from 
local industries at the nearby wharves. 

By 1797, an Act of Parliament to build the branch line from Welsh Frankton 
to Whitchurch was passed. The line would pass through Ellesmere and by 
1808 the works had been completed, connecting with the Chester canal. 

 

 

Spotlight on Ellesmere 
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With plans for linking with Shrewsbury and Chester initially abandoned, the 
waterways already built went on to prove a great success, the town of 
Ellesmere in the enviable position of being centrally placed geographically. 
Before long a canal office, Beech House, a splendid Georgian building still 
in situ and Grade II listed, was built adjacent to the junction with the short 
arm leading down to the wharf near the town. One of the rooms in the  
building which had a good view of all traffic passing by, became the      
committee room of the Ellesmere Canal Company. 

Adjacent to Beech House a yard was built with a blacksmith's shop, which 
still exists and where original tools can be seen. An iron foundry was      
adjacent to the pattern shop where wooden templates for various pieces of 
canal ironware including paddle gear, lock-side equipment and             
Pontcysyllte's original railings are still stored.  

Wooden lock gates and lift bridges were also manufactured at the        
Ellesmere yard whilst a dry dock, still in the complex, provided a facility to 
repair boats. Preserved nearby today are the tram rails which carried heavy 
items down to the canal and the remains of steam chests used to steam 
timber until pliable. 

Close to Ellesmere town near to the wharves at one time stood the Earl of 
Bridgewater's Iron Foundry, which provided castings for use on the canal 
as well as agricultural implements. The foundry, built in 1837, finally closed 
in 1920 and after that date it was used by the Milk Marketing Board.  

A warehouse on the opposite side of the canal still stands bearing the    
legend on its brickwork: 'Shropshire Union Railways and Canal Company, 
General Carriers to Chester, Liverpool, Manchester, North and South    
Staffordshire and North Wales'. Also on the wharf is a crane once used for 
loading and unloading the boats. 

So, if you should find yourself in Ellesmere why not take a stroll down 
Wharf Road leading off Scotland Street. Passing a long terrace of worker’s 
houses built in 1890 by the Bridgwater Estate you will arrive at the wharf 
where road and canal meet. Now, take a seat, close your eyes and let   
yourself drift back in time.  

How different this area, now home to strollers, holiday boaters and those 
with time to stare and wonder, would have been in the days when        
Ellesmere was the central hub of canal activity on the north-western       
waterways - we can only imagine just how frantic it would have been. 

Jan Johnstone  

 

Note: On the 3
rd

 and 4
th
 June this year the last remaining Shropshire Union 

fly-boat built in 1906 is returning to the Maintenance Yard, now managed 
by the Canal and River Trust in Ellesmere and intentions are that it will be 
kept there for most of the summer - no better time to pay a visit. 
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CRT and SUCS sign MoU for Montgomery Canal Crickheath South 
restoration project. 

The Shropshire Union Canal Society has recently completed the restoration 
of the section of the Montgomery Canal channel from Pryces Bridge to 
Crickheath Bridge. The original canal in this area was built over an area of 
bad ground including a peat bog. Subsidence had destroyed much of the 
profile of the channel affecting long lengths of bank. The society was 
responsible for constructing the bespoke engineering solution to restore this 
section. This involved a considerable amount of earthmoving, installation of a 
multi-layer waterproofing system and lining throughout with concrete blocks. 
Although producing a successful outcome this work was both time 

consuming and expensive. 

The society has recently commenced work on the channel south of 
Crickheath. From here onward the nature of the extant channel changes. The 
canal profile is largely intact with no evidence of subsidence. Professional 
ground investigations between Crickheath and Schoolhouse bridges indicate 
that the underlying strata is much better than the previous section. These 
factors mean that there is an opportunity for a revised approach, which 
potentially offers quicker and cheaper channel restoration. If such an 
approach were successful this has profound implications for work on the 
remainder of the dry section to Llanymynech.  

The Society and Canal and River Trust are about to conduct a pilot scheme 
to see if a revised approach of minimum intervention to the existing channel 
will bring about a successful result. In essence this will involve shaping the 
channel to as near as possible its original profile; remedial work on banks 
and other structures as necessary; and a test to see the degree to which the 
channel holds water. The results of this test will determine what other work is 
required to bring the section up to navigable standards. 

The various stages of this work are covered by a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MOU) between Canal & River Trust (Client and Principal 
Designer) and Shropshire Union Canal Society (Principal Contractor). 
Throughout the project the nature of channel work and testing will be agreed 
in advance by the parties. Although it is the intention to avoid unnecessary 
work it is recognised that some sections of channel may require additional 
work to bring them to an acceptable standard. This may include bank 
stabilisation or channel lining. The Trust will confirm any revised design 
requirements (subject to pilot) and will sign off completed works at mutually 
agreed stages.  

David Carter, SUCS Chairman 

 

 

CRT & SUCS sign MOU 
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Yes, folks, it’s true - The Shroppie Fly has 
re-opened under new management - and 
business does seem to be going well.  

It may help that the new landlord is a 
boater—and understands what makes a 
great canalside pub. Well kept beer, good 
food (at reasonable prices), dog friendly, 
warm welcome, live music- what’s not to 
like! 

The photo is an old poster showing 
Audlem Wharf which the new landlord 
has cleaned up, re-framed and now has 
pride of place in the pub. 

 

The Shroppie Fly reopens! 
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The Breach and Beyond 

It was in 1936, during a stormy February night that the Montgomery Canal 
was breached below Frankton Junction not far from Ellesmere. Excessive 
rainfall caused approximately 40 yards of the embankment, completely   
sodden with constant rain to slide away, the water pouring down into the  
already swollen River Perry.  One mile of the canal was drained, effectively 
isolating 33 miles of the canal from the breach towards the Newton terminus, 
also trapping three boats which had been moored on the stretch affected. 

The breach was not thought to be serious at the time as few boats were  
using the canal and due to its location, flooding damage was not thought to 
be an issue. Reports at the time quoted a figure of £600 to repair the       
embankment with repair work estimated to take around a  fortnight. 

Just days before the work was due to start the blow fell, with London,      
Midland and Scottish Railways, owners of the canal, putting a halt to the 
works. The company had been losing money for a while and the breach had 
given them the perfect excuse for closure. 

In great haste and with the blessing of the Ministry of Transport, repairs were 
withdrawn, boats affected written off, and a new estimate of £16,000 for 
work to be undertaken published, this a somewhat suspect increase and 
also a good excuse to leave the canal in its damaged state. 

In effect, the canal was officially abandoned with a sum of £80 paid to the 
last person, George Beck, who was still using the canal. He'd carried on as 
best he could, working on the navigable stretch, but after a year decided to 
close his business. 

It was in 1944 that an Act of Parliament made the closure of the            
Montgomery, now classed as a remainder waterway along with 160 miles of 
other stretches on the Shropshire Union Canal, official. The management of 
the canal then passed to the British Transport Commission before it later 
transferred to the British Waterways Board. 

It had been just after WW1 that the Montgomery saw its profits visibly     
sinking, but despite this a fleet of boats continued carrying until 1934.  By 
then the canal was in a very poor state, with stonework needing repairs and 
water shortages forcing boats to travel half empty. 

When the Act of Parliament came into force formerly abandoning the canal 
in 1944 there was one lone voice objecting, the Montgomeryshire War     
Agricultural Executive, who requested it be maintained for the transport of 
war materials. 

The canal was to remain in a slowly deteriorating state up until the 1970’s. At 
that time water still lay in some isolated parts, but more likely the bed was 
dry and most likely full of rubbish, it being considered a useful place to dump 
waste.  
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In some parts the line of the canal could scarcely be traced across fields 
whilst some bridges had been lowered or removed with the canal piped    
beneath. In Newtown the basin that had once served the town had          
completely disappeared under road improvements. 

Local farmers were still paying rent to the British Waterways Board allowing 
them to water their stock in the bed of the canal where able, despite frequent 
flooding to their fields where embankments had breached. 

However, income received from the Montgomery and other Shropshire Union 
canal stretches, which had been abandoned, fell far below British  Waterways 
Board published figures needed for maintenance. It was widely anticipated 
before long that stretches of the canal would be sold off for a nominal sum 
meaning that in a few years, nearly all traces of it would be gone. 

Enter the Shropshire Union Canal Society. In June 1969, a feasibility study it 
had undertaken had been published in which restoration was put forward as 
a real possibility. Over 95% of the population living adjacent to the canal had 
said it should be re-opened and with volunteer labour, the restoration figure 
at the time was set at £250,000. An advantage of re-opening was that to   
refuse permission and pipe the canal would cost far more, a fact pointed out 
by the Society at every opportunity. 

At the same time as the study was published Welshpool County Council with 
immaculate timing, announced their plans for a by-pass for the town, a plan 
which had been on the anvil since the end of WW2. The plan put forward was 
to use the course of the canal through the town for the road, this effectively 
preventing any chance of a full canal restoration. A public inquiry was       
immediately put into place and before long a petition with 3600 signatures [at 
the time population was around 6500] was presented all against using the 
canal for the by-pass. 

In October 1969 a working party over a weekend took place at Welshpool. 
Attended by 200 plus volunteers, by the end of Sunday the first boat for 35 
years was on the water and plans were being made to make Town Lock the 
subject of the next working party, completion anticipated for July 1970. 

As we now know, the outcome was that the by-pass plans were overturned, 
Welshpool Town Lock was fully restored and the people of Welshpool and 
their visitors, now have a living canal winding through their town. 

 A visit to the Society website will update the reader on progress, which as 
we know has come along in leaps and bounds since that day in 1969, when 
volunteers proved that restoration of  'the Monty' as it is fondly known, was 
certainly achievable. 

Thank heavens for those determined not to give in to government rules and 
council plans, fifty-four years ago and thanks too, to the hundreds of         
volunteers who, over the years, have given their time and effort to this worthy 
cause. 

Jan Johnstone 
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These wonderful 
photos, reproduced 
with permission 
form Phil Tugwell, 
show the amazing 
number of working 
boats that turned 
out at this years 
annual Easter 
Gathering at 
Ellesmere Port. 
Even the weather 
was kind! 

Ellesmere Port Easter Gathering 
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Ellesmere Yard Tours 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

      Don’t forget you can now book tours at Ellesmere Yard—just don’t      

confuse the two different locations! 
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Members Walk Details 

Member benefit: An opportunity to see more of the restoration of 

the Montgomery in action 

Last year we offered Society members a guided walk along the section 
of the Monty that is in the process of being restored.  35 people took up 
the offer and the recurring theme of peoples’ feedback was about how 
lovely it was to actually see the restoration work that they read about in 
Cuttings.  To have things explained by people who are actively involved 
in doing the restoration brought the project to life. 

Well, lots of people have requested that this be a regular feature so I am 
pleased to announce another definite date and plans for two  possible 
future events if you are interested.   

Because 2023 is another particularly exciting year for the restoration 
project, we are going to return to Canal Central in Maesbury Marsh 
(www.canalcentral.uk) to walk the same section of canal on at 10.30am 
on the 8th July.  A lot will have changed since we were last there!  The 
section leading to Crickheath is now fully in water and should have 
boats on it by the time of the walk.  The next section is well underway 
and, once again, the weekend of the walk is timed to coincide with a 
work party weekend.  Also in progress will be the rebuilding of      
Schoolhouse Bridge.  

For future occasions we are planning to explore the area south of      
Llanymynech, scene of the Levelling Up project and including the    
magnificent Vyrnwy Aqueduct.   

On another occasion, we plan to visit Lower Frankton to see the section 
that was restored by the IWA and WRG in the 1980s, which  includes a 
section where the original canal was simply a slot cut through a bog and 
the canal water level was in fact the natural water table. 

Also under consideration are visits to Whixall on the Prees Branch of the 
Llangollen, or to Trevor and the Pontcysyllte Aqueduct. 

As before, if you wish to sign up for the walk on the 8th July, then please 
could you email tour@shropshireunion.org.uk.  Everyone is   welcome, 
including those who attended the last occasion.  Also  appreciated 
would be your thoughts on the possible future options.  If there is       
sufficient interest, then we could schedule one of them for this autumn.   

Chris Hesketh 
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Montgomery Canal Forum 

Chas Hardern Boats Ltd est 1972 

 

Family run 2 - 6 berth warm and comfortable narrowboats for hire.  All year 

cruising.  Short breaks generally available.  Dog friendly.  Excellent tuition.  

 

Services on site: diesel, gas, pump-out, gift shop. 

 

Also: Gas Safe engineer, 24hr breakdown service.  40 years experience with 

all engine and internal boat repairs. 

 

Members of IWA, BMF, APCO, FSB  Hireboat  handover external audit  

 

T: 01829 732595 E-mail: Chasboats@aol.com Web: www.chashardern.co.uk 

  

Montgomery Canal Forum 

 Wednesday 21st June  at 14:30 

Aico 
Maesbury Road 

Oswestry 
Shropshire 
SY10 8NR  

Tea/Coffee & biscuits provided 

Speakers include: Restore the Montgomery, SUCS, CRT and  

Oswestry Borderlands Tourism. 

http://www.canalcentral.uk
mailto:tour@shropshireunion.org.uk
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Chas-Hardern-Boats/239576126090656?ref=ts&fref=ts
mailto:chasboats@aol.com
http://www.chashardern.co.uk


 

Cuttings Summer 2023 Page 24 

A rather shabby historic gem, but with a great future. 

I was lucky enough to go to a guided tour of Ellesmere Canal Yard, arranged 
by the Canal & River Trust (CRT), one chilly, but sunny Saturday morning. 
The luck didn’t end there as our guide was Maurice Ward, a great authority 
on all things canal, engineering and history. We were treated to an in-depth 
description of the history, the workings and the hoped-for future for the site. 

Maurice began by explaining that 
the yard was built to service and 
maintain the canal as well as   
being a trading post for all the 
canals could offer. There was a 
wood yard and sawmill, stables 
for the horses that towed the 
barges, a forge and blacksmith, a 
dry dock and of course, a coal 
yard. There was a large gantry 
crane which spanned most of the 
open yard so that large timbers 
could be transhipped and placed 
right by the carpenter’s and     

joiner’s shops to be made into lock gates and paddles. In fact, lock gates for 
the Shropshire Union were made at the yard until 1962. As an aside, Maurice 
said, “Excuse the pun but the historic lock gate fabrication was not always 
plane sailing as, somewhere in the dim and distant past, they were making 
lock gates for the Leeds & Liverpool canal, which are bigger than the ones 
locally and to their horror, found that 
they could not get them out through 
the door. What were they to do? 
Well, rather than dismantle the   
extremely valuable gates, they    
decided to cut a small piece out of 
the wall on each side of the doors, 
and this can still be seen in the    
carpentry shop doors today”. 

Moving from the carpentry shop to 
the joiners shop the big question 
was, what’s the difference? Well, it 
was explained that the joiners did 
the fine finishing work while the carpenters did the bigger tasks.  

Visit to Ellesmere Canal Yard 

Joiners Workshop 

Yard stables & Dry Dock entrance 
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There was also a big difference for the workers of the two shops as Maurice 
commented, “As the joiner’s shop is above the blacksmith, the tradesmen 
were much warmer and more comfortable during the winter, while the       
carpenters froze in front of a couple of small fire grates”.   

We left the warm and cosy workshop 
(although chilly on our visit) and went to the 
adjoining storeroom where the casting      
patterns, that had been made next door, are 
now housed. The work is just wonderful with 
every shape and size of canal ephemera  
represented with some, as Maurice         
commented, “Would just be perfect for an 
ashtray, if anybody smoked anymore!”. The 
casting from these patterns was generally not 
done on site but at a local foundry, Clay & 
Sons. 

And so, 
into the 

blacksmith’s den and what a range of 
implements, fabricated specially for the 
many tasks that were and still are,      
expected of the smithy as this forge is still 
in regular use with refurbished bellows to 
boot. A local blacksmith makes things for 
the yard as well as doing demonstrations 
and training, thus keeping the new      
bellows in good working order. 

 

Next was the waterfront and the dry 
dock and it was nice to see a          
narrowboat in the dock, undergoing 
maintenance. Maurice continued, 
“Although the dock was constructed 
with the idea that boats would be 
made here, it   appears that very few, if 
any were built from scratch but it was 
certainly used a lot for maintenance 
and for gauging. What, you may ask is 
gauging? Well, new or refurbished 
boats would be brought in empty and 

weights would be lifted in and the hull marked at the water level. So, say 1 
ton, 2 ton, 3 ton and so on would be loaded and marked. The water would 
then be let out and a brass gauge would be fabricated and attached to the 
hull so that the correct tolls could be charged as the boat travelled round the 
canal network”. 

The Forge 

Pattern Store 

Maurice in the Dry Dock 
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Visit to Ellesmere Canal Yard - cont 

The yard was built by the Ellesmere 
Canal Company in 1805-06 and was 
almost immediately a busy canal hub 
that continued in pretty much full use 
until the 1960’s. The Ellesmere Canal 
Company had originally planned to 
build a waterway that would join the 
River Mersey to the River Severn at 
Shrewsbury via Frankton near       
Ellesmere, but plans changed. To the 
south of Frankton junction at the      
beginning of the Montgomery Canal it 
only got as far as Weston Lullingfields, 
a mere 50 yards long and known as the 
Weston Arm. To the north it made it 
over the Pontcysyllte aqueduct to the 
chemical works just north of Trevor  
Basin. The section from Llangollen to 
Trevor was initially planned merely as a 
water supply from the river Dee, but is 
probably the main reason the canal 
survives today as the water flows down 

the canal and into Hurleston 
Reservoir and onward into the 
mains water supply for the 
Crewe area.CRT are currently 
applying for a Heritage Lottery 
Grant so that the Yard can be          
conserved. Maurice pointed 
out that the plan is to repair 
and conserve, not refurbish 
everything so that it looks 
brand new, as lots of the 
charm and patina of this     
historic place would be lost. 
The tours are very interesting 
and the more people that visit, 
the more it helps with the 
grant application, so go along 
and have a look. Currently, 

tours can be booked at 

 https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/ellesmere-yard-tours-tickets-303781196737 

Chris Bryan-Smith 

Old Winch Gantry 

Ellesmere Yard 
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National Boat Count - CRT 

The Canal & River Trust’s annual National Boat Count has shown a 1.9% rise 
in boat numbers on its network across England and Wales, and that external 
economic factors may be affecting boaters, with licence compliance now 
standing at 93%, down from 94.1% last year.  

The national licence compliance picture is impacted by boats in the Trust’s 
London & South East region which has seen the largest growth in boat    
numbers in recent years and where licence compliance has dropped to 86% 
(overall compliance excluding London & South East is 95.1%).    

To help compliance, the Trust will be continuing efforts to ensure boats are 
identifiable (unidentified boats are recorded as unlicensed by default) and 
reviewing its licensing processes and resourcing.  

The 1.9% increase in boat numbers nationwide includes a 3.1% increase in 
continuous cruisers. Rises in boat numbers across the network range from 
1.1% in the West Midlands to 2.8% in London & South East. 

As can be seen from the Table below, the West Midlands comes top in the 
Licence Compliance statistics, but lowest in the year-on-year increase in the 
number of boats requiring licences.  

Canal & River Trust 

 

 

 

Area 

2023 

Compli-

ance 

2022 no of 

boats        

requiring 

CRT License 

2023 no of 

boats       

requiring 

CRT License 

Year-on

-year % 

change  

2023 no all 

boats (inc 

private 

marinas 

East Midlands 95.7% 5102 5197 1.9% 6142 

London & South 

East 
86% 7044 7239 2.8% 7327 

North West 93.9% 5870 5981 1.9% 6129 

Wales & South 

West 
95% 3589 3664 2.1% 4451 

West Midlands 95.9% 7638 7724 1.1% 8468 

Yorkshire & NE 93.1% 3227 3276 1.5% 3297 

  93% 32470 33081 1.9% 35814 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/ellesmere-yard-tours-tickets-303781196737
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The notoriously fickle   
English bank holiday 
weather threw everything it 
could at Norbury Festival 
this year bright sunshine, 
chilly winds, showers - and 
downpours - all in quick 
succession!  

 

 

 

 

Traders were out in force:- pizzas 
and pirates; cheese and coffee; 
hand carved wood - and hand 
painted canal ware; arts, crafts & a 
huge variety of food and drink.  
Music, entertainment - and even 
boat trips! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Norbury Canal Festival 
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There were boats as far as the eye 
could see, either side of the bridge at 
the Wharf. 

 

 

The heavy rain on the Friday 
created some challenges with 
muddy towpaths and a muddy 
parking field - but all in all this 
was a well attended and       
successful festival. Looking  
forward to next year already! 

 

 

 

With thanks to Gordanneus Crafts 
and SNCT for the photos 

Waterways Chaplains Malcolm & 

Stephanie making new friends! 
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We live in interesting times 

Walking the Monty a few weeks ago from Crickheath through to Pentrehelyn 
brought home to me just what interesting and exciting times we live in.  

From our own newly completed, re-watered and restored section at        
Crickheath North, so soon to be officially ‘re-opened,’ past our new           
restoration length at Crickheath South, I crossed Schoolhouse Bridge,    
hopefully by the time you read this, finally being raised. Beyond lies a stretch 
of about an hour’s walking, a very overgrown channel that will test the      
navvies of the future like those of the past have been tested, but is not      
beyond our capabilities to overcome. It is, though, a serene and lovely 
stretch, part way up a hillside, threading through Pant and full of fascinating 
architectural    details, with lovely views out over the Borderlands. A lovely 
mooring in the future, maybe? 

Arriving at Llanymynech, I passed into yet another different world.  A canal 
that looks like a canal again!  Even with a narrowboat moored alongside a 
wharf! 

The stretch between Llanymynech and the next dropped road bridge, Walls 
Bridge, has recently been dredged, courtesy of the Levelling Up Fund monies 
granted to the Monty last year. To see such ‘rapid’ progress following the 
awarding of this money gave a real boost to the spirits. This is what we are 
and have been working towards for so many years. 

Walls Bridge brought me down to earth with a bang, but plans for                 
‘re-engineering’ the crossing are now well advanced, with costs again being 
met from the Levelling Up Fund. Work may even begin during summer/
autumn this year. 

Despite the geese determined to prevent my passage beyond, (why do I  
never have my walking poles with me when I need them?), I soon arrived at 
Carreghofa Locks, surely one of the prettiest sites on the canal.  Although the 
channel is overgrown the clear water of the Tanat feeder and the sight of the 
restored locks again lifted the spirits – as did the spring sunshine.  

Around the bend beyond came Williams Bridge, another dropped bridge, but 
again, plans are being drawn up for its renewal, courtesy of the Levelling Up 
Fund. I remembered sitting at Carreghofa watching the diggers demolishing 
the bridge all those years ago. 

 

Ed: We really enjoyed this descriptive article - has made us want to do this 

walk ourselves! 
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Last, but not least the Vyrnwy Aqueduct came into view, looking exactly as it 
did when I first walked this way 50 years ago. Determined, but not exactly 
elegant, the iron bracing bars fitted so soon after construction have always 
made it look “workaday”, but it has stood the test of time, braced against the 
flood waters of the River Vyrnwy that annually descend into the Severn. What 
did not look the same though were the beautifully clear waters of the channel 
over the aqueduct and the superb state of the towpath, as indeed it was 
throughout my entire walk. In 1972, the overgrowth was taller than me and I 
had to fight my way through! 

In a little over two hours walking, I passed every facet of the Monty, past and 
present. Unrestored, restored years ago, currently being restored, major civil 
engineering works in prospect and dredging completed. Quite breath-taking 
really. Further exciting plans are in prospect between Llanymynech and 
Welshpool to allow the canal to navigate the dropped road bridges on the 
A483 but new canal channels or drop locks are no longer beyond              
imagination, are they? 

I went on my first working party on the Monty in 1972 at Welshpool Town 
Lock. Seeing it again, in all its glory, on this spring walk, reminded me just 
why we did it all those years ago, why we do it today and just how right we 
are to carry on doing it.  

Sue Ball  

http://www.overwatermarina.co.uk/
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It is true that I cannot drive over a bridge without looking over my shoulder 
trying to see what is underneath. I suspect that given the readership of 
Cuttings, I may not be alone in that!  
 
Bridges, of course, are one of the challenges to the Montgomery restoration.  
Over the years there have been new bridges at Abermule, Whitehouse, 
Gallowstree, Redwith and Queen's Head.  (A couple of these bridges don’t 
have towpaths, so horse-boating enthusiasts may have some issues getting 
underneath those!) 
 
It is six years since Restore the Montgomery Canal! started the campaign for 
Schoolhouse Bridge.  Now, after all the ups and downs, work is under way. 
The first sod was cut on 24

th
 April 2023 by Councillor Vince Hunt, Chairman 

of Shropshire Council, long a supporter of the canal.  In these days of 
recycling, we re-used a ‘silver’ spade used originally in 2006 by Oswestry 
Borough Mayor Richard Burman for the start of an earlier Montgomery 
project. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Not on the scale of the forthcoming Crickheath celebrations, although there 
were around 50 people there, the event was covered by local radio and 
press.  Local landowners, who have been so helpful were there, as were 
members of the Restore team and representatives of the contractors, the 
Society, the Friends, IWA, TRAMPS, and other supporters. 
 
 

Bridges 

Schoolhouse Bridge—(Not) turning the first sod! By Vic Smith 
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Now we must look at other bridges and Engineers considering how these 
should be approached;  
 
For the farmer’s crossing in Crickheath South (Bridge 85A), there have been 
a number of suggestions, such as an Armco Culvert. However, would a 
moveable bridge be an adequate alternative?  Such a bridge would be 
worked by the farmer, or by boaters, but would need more maintenance.  
 
Six years ago, our Schoolhouse Bridge volunteer engineer came up with a 
scheme for Walls Bridge at Carreghofa and CRT’s current ideas are similar.  
A new fixed bridge would divert the lane east and may involve a limited canal 
diversion to ensure adequate access to the major road.  After comments at 
an earlier consultation, it  looks like there will be a towpath under the bridge. 
 
In 1980 SUCS and IWA challenged the removal of the old traffic-light        
controlled Williams Bridge.  With the canal on an embankment, it would be 
difficult to reinstate a fixed bridge and again, would a moveable bridge, 
worked by a passing boater, but  needing more maintenance, be an          
acceptable alternative?   
 
CRT engineers are working with Powys County Council and with a time limit 
for the Levelling-Up project, we might see decisions for these bridges soon. 
 
Further thinking will be applied to the A483 crossings: not Levelling-Up 
works, but these could be funded under the Mid-Wales Growth Deal, which 
includes the canal as one of its projects.                  

 
 
This picture could also be  
captioned ‘Remember the  
machine that moled the water 
pipe duct?’ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Volunteers, many with engineering experience, have been looking at these 
crossings for years.  Will there be a diversion at Maerdy as suggested by a 
Montgomery Waterway Restoration Trust (MWRT) trustee twenty years ago?  
The works to take the canal under the main road where it is higher would  
disrupt traffic for a while.  The canal would also cross the busy lane to 
Penrhos and the Maerdy Brook (with flooding concerns). 
 
 

Planing the road. Photo by  Beaver Bridges 



 

Cuttings Summer 2023 Page 34 

Bridges - cont 

Next of course, is Arddleen.  We were assured by someone connected to the 
road works over forty years ago that there really is a bridge under the road!  It 
is some years since a suggestion from CRT for a pair of low-tech dropped 
locks (two almost conventional locks with a lowered pound between). Recent 
indications are that there may be a long single lock. However, it is very     
important that there should be a towpath under that busy road. 
 
Then there’s Schoolhouse Bridge. It has been hugely exciting to see work 
start. By the time you read this, the contractors should be well on the way 
with the concrete base slab and starting gabion bank reinforcements and 
abutment walls. We expect the bridge arch to be installed in June and the 
road to be reopened in the autumn.  At that time, there will be a call for     
volunteer help with the final clearing and landscaping as this is not being 
done by the contractors. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Building on all the Restore the Montgomery Canal! group has achieved, the 
Friends of the canal, IWA and MWRT are working with the Society to see 
how to support the next stages of restoration. We all want to get water to 
Schoolhouse Bridge to pave the way to restoration to Pant and Llanymynech.  
We are hoping for new faces to help with this stage of fund-raising, so any 
bucket-shakers out there who’d like to help, please come forward. 
 
Over coming months keep an eye on Schoolhouse Bridge.  You will be able 
to see progress from the towpath diverted around the site – without even 
looking over your shoulder! 
 

Michael Limbrey  

Excavation in progress at Schoolhouse Bridge 
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New Members 

We extend a warm welcome to the following new members: 

Mr Richard Mowatt of Llanymynech 

Mr Simon Conyard & Ms Kelly Kraus of Pant 

Mrs Charlotte Roberts of Llanfyllin 

Ms Niki Guy of Shrewsbury 

Joe & Julie Beeley of Morton 

Mr Paul Freshwater of Oswestry 

Mr Hugh Cauldwell of Nottingham 

Mr Clive Gant of Montford Bridge 

Mr Philip Carter of Nantwich 

Mr Howard Dalton of Brewood 

Richard Feeney 

Membership Secretary 

http://www.hackgreen.co.uk/
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0871 200 8021 
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Members are reminded that annual subs are due on July 1. Those of you who 
are Life members do not need to do anything. Otherwise, if you have already 
set up a standing order, please make sure that the annual payment is for a 
minimum of £15 in order to match last year’s increase in subs. (And if your 
standing order makes payment annually on a date other than July 1, please 
also take the opportunity to change it to July 1.) Otherwise, please pay your 
annual subs of £15 by one of the following means: 

Make payment online at shropshireunion.org.uk/subs 

Post your subs to me at the below address; please make cheques      
payable to The Shropshire Union Canal Society 

Make a one-off BACS transfer to the Shropshire Union Canal Society 
Limited business bank account: Sort Code is 55-50-05; Account 
Number is 01630962; Reference should be your membership number 
or your postcode and surname 

Set up a Standing Order for July 1 every year in favour of the Shropshire 
Union Canal Society Limited business bank account: Sort Code is   
55-50-05; Account Number is 01630962; Reference should be your 
membership number or your postcode and surname 

Ask me for a Standing Order form using the below contact details. 

You’ll see from the above that we are now providing the ability to pay your 
subs online. This is one of the requests that came out of the membership   
survey and hopefully it will make it easier for members to renew their subs. 

You can contact me about any membership matter at 42 Foyle Road,    
Blackheath, London, SE3 7RH, telephone 07920 708255 and email        
memsec@shropshireunion.org.uk. 

Richard Feeney 
Membership Secretary 

    Gnosall Canal Festival 

       Membership News 

Don’t forget to visit the Gnosall C’Fest  14th—16th July  

Plenty to do at this popular 3 day community festival. 

More details at: https//www.gnosallcanalfestival.co.uk 

http://www.canalcontracting.co.uk/
https://shropshireunion.org.uk/subs
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiLloub0_f-AhXMm6QKHV0ACkgQFnoECAgQAQ&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.gnosallcanalfestival.co.uk
https://www.gnosallcanalfestival.co.uk
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Tales from the Past        

1808:- On 27 June 1808 the Whitchurch Branch of the Ellesmere canal was 
formally opened. The Salopian Journal in its 6 July 1808 edition reported 
that... 'a numerous party of ladies and gentlemen assembled on the wharf at 
Grindley Brook to give Mr Turner a public testimony of their approbation of 
his accomplishing this extensive work...' Mr Turner entertained them on his 
barge, which conveyed his friends along the Ellesmere canal to the point of 
junction where a boat laden with 18 tons of coal for the poor, provided by Mr 
Turner, met them. Flags were hoisted, a “grand Sainte” fired from the cannon 
mounted on the coal boat, which preceded his barge into Whitchurch among 
acclamation from many thousands of spectators. The coal was distributed 
and later, 60 gentlemen attended dinner at the Lion Hotel'. 

NB: On 31 August 1791 a group of gentlemen met at the Royal Oak,      
Ellesmere to hear the proposal put forward by John Duncombe of Oswestry 
for a canal from Shrewsbury to Chester and onwards. Another architect,   
Joseph Turner of Chester, had an alternative plan and William Jessop, a 
leading waterways engineer, was asked to advise, as were John   Duncombe 
and William Turner [Joseph's cousin] over which proposal to  accept. 

The decision was eventually made to go with Turner's plan, particularly as it 
would serve Denbighshire's coal fields, ironworks and limestone quarries at 
Llanymynech. An application was made to Parliament in 1792 with some 
modifications, which included the Frankton to Whitchurch branch and the 
three locks to Prees Heath. 

1970;-It was in the summer of 1970 that a boat suitable for passenger      
carrying over a recently cleared part of the Monty was finally sourced. The 
butty, already fitted with seating was at Tardebigge and after a survey was 
taken and approved, the boat was acquired by the Society. The problem was 
how to get it to Welshpool. Temporarily fitted with an engine the boat was 
moved down via the BCN and the Staffs & Worcester then onto the Shroppie 
to Ellesmere. Once it was secured, her paintwork was smartened up and  
other work undertaken. Then came the interesting bit; a quote for taking it by 
road to Welshpool was accepted and on Saturday 16

th
 May, two jib cranes 

and a seventy-foot low loader appeared alongside the Milk Market Board  
lorries, at that time on the wharf. Cranes were positioned either end of the 
butty with the low loader in between and with slings fitted either end, the boat 
was carefully lifted out of the water.  

The boat, all eighteen tons of it, was then lowered onto the loader and      
secured. In the afternoon, a police escort arrived and the cranes and low         
loader, along with boat, moved carefully out of Ellesmere's narrow streets. 
Two and half hours later the boat arrived in Welshpool at about 4.30pm,   
welcomed with loud cheers from the onlookers.  
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.  

The Council had given permission for off-loading to take place off the        
municipal car park near the Welshpool and Llanfair railway bridge. The actual 
unloading was made even more exciting by a fierce thunderstorm, with     
torrential rain christening the boat as it was lowered into the canal. Crowds, 
ignoring the rain, watched intently along with television companies recording 
the event. A film was also made by the Society, but its current whereabouts is 
unknown. 

It was thirty years since a narrowboat had last been seen in Welshpool and to 
celebrate and provide photographs, the boat was bow-hauled along the cut. It 
was the intention that the boat was going to be used for trips between       
Gallowstree Bank Bridge and Welshpool Lock and Jack Roberts, well-known 
at the time for his stories of the Montgomery stretch and author of Shropshire 
Union Fly Boats (the Jack Roberts Story published by The Canal Bookshop 
and written in the 1960s), was willing to act as skipper. As far as I remember 
the boat was named Powys Princess. Prince Charles, as he was then, taking 
an interest when he next visited Welshpool. 

To cover the cost of buying and moving the boat the Montgomery Branch of 
the SUCS issued £1 bonds and upwards to pay the initial costs and it was 
hoped a substantial amount could be use to cover expenses. 

Jan Johnstone 

RICHARD POTTER LTD 

Supplier of Quality Hardwoods, Softwoods and Sheet Materials to 

many Narrowboat Owners 

We always have large stocks of veneered and marine plywood 

together with extensive stocks of other sheets, hardwoods, etc. 

We offer a full cutting to size and machining service. 

Local delivery service. 

Millstone Lane, Nantwich, Cheshire CW5 5PN 

Telephone 01270 625791 Fax 01270 610483 

Monday - Friday  8:00am to 4:00pm 

Saturday 8.00am to 1.00pm 

Sunday (stock & shop sales only),Summer Mar-Oct 10:00am to 

1:00pm 
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New series of Waterway Talks  

 

DANNY PRESENTATION TEAM BUILD ON SUCCESS – NEW SERIES 

OF WATERWAY TALKS PLANNED FOR THE SUMMER 

The steamship “Daniel Adamson” (The Danny) has, for the last 5 years had 
a team of experience management presenters who visit organisations such 
as U3A, History Societies and similar community groups, giving 1 hour talks 
on the “History of the Danny” and the “Building of the Manchester Ship   
Canal”. 

So successful has the team been that the 200 bookings mark will be       
surpassed later this year, with a record of 36 bookings in 2022. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sheila Leonard (Organiser) said “The presenters give live presentation to 
groups within 50 miles of Danny’s berth in Sutton Weaver and “Zoom”    
beyond that.  The problem is that so many groups have had both      
presentations and now would like more knowledge of the North’s wonderful 
waterway system. 

The “Danny” team’s experience of the waterways is now being harnessed 
into new presentations, firstly with “Coal up – Salt down”, the story of the 
South Lancashire Coalfield’s relationship with the Salt Mines in the Weaver 
Valley.  A further presentation, called “Midlands to Mersey” will tell the story 
of the Shropshire Union Canal, Ellesmere Port and Liverpool Docks. 

 

 

Peter & Stuart presenting to Hillside Ladies Group 
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TALK & TOURS PROJECT 

The “Danny” lower saloon is increasingly being used by small groups up to 
15-20 strong for presentations on-board as a part of the Talks & Tours      
Promotion and this is now being kitted out with new equipment and a new 
Danny Presentation on the “Work of the Volunteers”. 

 

 

Recent groups have included a Vintage Car 
Enthusiast’s outing and the team are looking 
to grow this area. 

 

Sheila Leonard (Organiser) said, “Groups are 
given a guided tour of the vessel and then 
over tea, a volunteer will show a new    
presentation on the “Work of the Volunteers to 
restore the Vessel”.  To see a stunning      
nationally accredited vessel on the Weaver 
and to be given guided tours is a unique    
experience few will forget”. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The vessel, built in 1903 was restored to her 1936 original condition with her 
Art Deco lounges as they were when she was the Manchester Ship Canal’s 
corporate hospitality vessel. Restored between 2004 and 2015, she was  
supported by a £3.5 million grant from the National Heritage Lottery Fund and 
with the value of the volunteer’s time plus other money raising actions, a £5 

million project was developed. 

Leslie Green 

Vintage Cars at The Danny 

Guided Tour in progress 
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Just when you thought you had 
seen it all - there is always 
something to surprise you!!  

This is really a tent that is 
designed to float on water!!   

We somehow don’t think - or 
rather we hope! - this doesn’t take 
off on The Shroppie - yet another 
hazard for boaters to look out for! 

If you want to find out more here is 
the website! Good luck! 

 

 https://goodshomedesign.com/camping-on-water/ 

  Coming soon to the Shroppie? 

https://www.goodshomedesign.com/capming-on-water/
https://goodshomedesign.com/camping-on-water/
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  Mikron are back on the Shroppie 

 

Mikron Theatre will be back at  a popular pub 

venue this year to  perform their new production  

“Twitcher” on Thursday August 31st @ 7.00pm 

at The  Anchor Inn, Peggs Lane, High Offley, 

ST20 0NG. 

No tickets required as a “Pay What You Feel”  

cash collection will be taken after the show. 

Outdoor venue so bring your own chairs &   

blankets. Please note beer will be available from 

the pub so please do not bring your own food or 

drink. 

 

********************************** 

 

Mikron will take their other new production: “A Force to be Reckoned With” to 

another popular Shroppie venue in Gnosall on 

Sunday 3rd September - 3.00pm  @ Coton Mill, 

Newport Rd, Gnosall, ST20 0BN  

No tickets required. A “Pay What You Feel”  

cash collection will be taken after the show. 

Another outdoor event. Please bring along a 

picnic, chairs &  blankets. 

With special thanks to the Witts family for    

hosting the event. 

For further information, please contact Barry 

Witts on 01785 824339    

 

Further details available on the Mikron website: https://www.mikron.org.uk 
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Work Party Dates for 2023 

Collection Boxes 

 
This job can feel like nurturing an endangered 
species: there are pockets of success to give us 
optimism, but overall, we're managing the decline of 
the little yellow collecting box.  Many businesses no 
longer want to host one because 'we hardly see any 
cash'...but there are still hotspots of small 
change!  So, the total take for 2022 is £798, which is 
definitely still worth the effort. 
 
My thanks once again to the team who check up on 
our endangered species and get the proceeds to 
me.  Here's to another season visiting the pubs, cafes 
and marinas on the network! 

Sarah Thursfield 

 

For more information please contact:- 

                                                     Tom Fulda: 07810 646026  

   E-mail: tom.fulda@shropshireunion.org.uk 

     

Month Dates   Month Dates 

June 2/3/4   October 6/7/8 

July 7/8/9   November 3/4/5 

August 4/5/6   December 1/2/3 

September 1/2/3       

          

     

https://www.mikron.org.uk/tour-dates-detail?show=2019-08-30-coton-mill&c=set
mailto:tom.fulda@shropshireunion.org.uk
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Bits & bobs 

 

  

 

Advertising 
Our advertising rates are: 

 

Half page:  £75.00 for one year (four issues) 
Full page:  £125.00 for one year (four issues) 

 

There is a 10% discount for Commercial Members.  Adverts can start in any 
issue and will be invoiced annually.  
 

To find out more please contact Advertising Manager, Roger Beswick 

 01244 300575 or 07779 027224 or e-mail: jrb151@outlook.com  
Or by post to: 40 Cinder Lane, Guilden Sutton, Chester, CH3 7EN  

Please support our advertisers and mention that you saw their advert in  

Cuttings magazine! 

 

Articles & Contacting Cuttings 
 

We are always pleased to receive contributions for Cuttings.  Text, photos 
etc. can be sent by post or by e-mail.  If you are ‘no good at the words’  
simply send us the basis of your idea with all the relevant details and we will 
gladly put an article together for you. 
 
Cuttings Editors:  Cuttings Editorial Team 
                            42 Foyle Rd, Blackheath, London, SE3 7RH 
                            E-mail: cuttingseditorial@shropshireunion.org.uk  
 
 

Copy Deadlines 
 

Cuttings is published 4 times per year, in June, September, December and 
March.  Copy deadlines are 1st May, 1st August, 1st November and 1st 
February. COPY CANNOT BE ACCEPTED AFTER THESE DATES. 
 

 
Disclaimer 

 

The views expressed in Cuttings are not necessarily those of the Shropshire 
Union Canal Society. We make every effort to ensure all dates and details 
are correct as at time of going to press. Ensure you check before travelling 
to any advertised event as subsequent changes may have been made. 
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Shropshire Union Canal Society Membership Application/Renewal Form 

If you are renewing and wish to set up a standing order or  make a bank transfer yourself, there is 

no need to complete the form below but please see it for the information that you’ll need. 

PLEASE COMPLETE THE BELOW IN BLOCK CAPITALS 

Please tick one of the following two options: 

   I/we hereby apply for membership  OR        I/we hereby apply to renew  membership 

of the above Society and agree to abide by the rules of the Society. I/we consent to the personal 
data contained on this application being retained by the Society for the purposes of membership. 

Title and names(s) ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

Address …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………….……. Post Code ………………………………………………………………………. 

Telephone ……………………………………………………    …………. E-mail ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. …… 

(Juniors only) Date of birth ………………………  (Renewals only) Membership No: (if known): …………..…………………… 

   Please tick here to receive Cuttings magazine by email rather than by post. 

Please complete one of the following options: 

  I/we enclose a subscription of £……………………… * and a donation of £  ………………………(optional) 

    Please make cheques payable to Shropshire Union Canal Society Limited. 

  I/we have set up a standing order or made a bank transfer. Amount: £………………………* 

     Please pay Shropshire Union Canal Society Limited  business bank account at NatWest, Sort 
Code 55-50-05,  Acc No: 01630962 with your membership number or  full name as  reference. 
Standing Orders should make the first payment immediately and on July 1 each year thereafter. 

   Please send me/us a Standing Order form. 

       *Single, Joint, Family: £15/year; Juniors under 18: £5/year; Life: £300. 

 Signed …………..………………………………………………………………………………...……………….… Date ………………………...…………… 

(New members only) If one applicant is a UK taxpayer, by completing the below declaration, the 
Society will be able to claim tax relief on your donations (including subscriptions): 

     The Shropshire Union Canal Society Limited (Registered Charity No. 245875) 

   I want to Gift Aid all donations that I have made in the past 4 years and all future donations                    
to the above charity. Donations include my membership subscription. 

   I am a UK taxpayer and understand that if I pay less Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax 
than the amount of Gift Aid claimed on all my donations in  that tax year, it is my responsibility 
to pay any difference. 

      Signed   Date   

 Send completed forms to: Richard Feeney, Membership Secretary, 42 Foyle Road,    Blackheath, 

London, SE3 7RH. Telephone: 07920 708255. Email:  memsec@shropshireunion.org.uk  

mailto:Jrb151@outlook.com
mailto:cuttingseditorial@shropshireunion.org.uk
mailto:memsec@shropshireunion.org.uk
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