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Chairman’s Report

This edition of Cuttings is the first produced by the new team and | am sure
that you will be as impressed by the results of their work as | am. The new
editorial team members collectively possess an impressive range of skills.
These have evidently been applied in the production of this high-quality
edition which reports on a very busy three months for the Society.

The public official opening of the Pryces to Crickheath section duly took place
on Friday 2nd June and it was a great occasion. The day went without a hitch
thanks to a lot of hard work by the organising committee on which Rich Hamp
and Gill Robertson were our representatives. Our thanks to all the organisers
and indeed to everybody who put so much hard work into making the event
so memorable. Our VIP guests were effusive in their praise for the Society’s
work and the whole event received extensive local and national media
coverage.

John Dodwell rounded off the day’s proceedings by launching a new ‘Restore
the Montgomery Canall’ appeal for the next stages of restoration. With a
target of £250,000 the new appeal aims to support the restoration of the two
‘dry’ miles between Crickheath and Llanymynech, starting with the section of
channel between Crickheath and Schoolhouse Bridge on which the Society
volunteers are currently working. See page 8 for more details of this appeal. |
should mention that Restore the Montgomery! has already helped us in
raising £7,531 from National Grid’s Community Matters Fund for work on the
Crickheath South project.

Saturday 3rd June saw the official launch at Crickheath of Navigation Pale
Ale by Russ Honeyman of Monty’s Brewery. The Society has entered a
partnership with Monty’s Brewery Navigation Pale Ale and commission on
each pint of the 4 per cent pale bitter consumed goes to the Society — the
funds generated will be also be used for the restoration of the Crickheath
South. The launch was followed by a very enjoyable celebration by all of the
volunteers who worked on the Pryces to Crickheath section. On a lovely
evening we had excellent food, with lots of Navigation Ale, and the
opportunity to catch up with many old friends.

Tom Fulda and myself contributed to the Montgomery Canal Forum on 21st
June which was hosted by Aico in their excellent conference facility in
Oswestry. The event was attended by over 70 delegates including
representatives from local government, C&RT, and wildlife and ecological
organisations. There were presentations from Michael Limbrey on the history
of the restoration, Richard Harrison on the LUF work in Wales and Michael
Haig on the new IWA ‘Waterways for Today’ report.
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Our own contribution outlined past and future restoration work by the Society.
At the end of the afternoon we were surprised (and delighted) to be presented
on behalf of the Society with the Tetlow Memorial Cup. This is an IWA
regional trophy for outstanding services to the waterways, specifically for the
Society’s work on the Pryces Bridge to Crickheath Basin restoration.

Work continues on the two other major restoration projects on the
Montgomery. At the time of writing Schoolhouse Bridge sports two very
substantial reinforced concrete abutments and awaits the arrival of cill beams
and the arch. The first phase of the dredging on the work in Wales is now
finished and current work is concerned with land acquisition and design of
structures.

The Society’s first enhancement volunteering work party for many years took
place on 13th May at Ellesmere. The first task was painting the benches and
picnic areas that the Society installed some 20 years ago and they look as
good as new. The Society is now a C&RT partner volunteer organisation for
this enhancement work. The work parties take place on the third Saturday of
each month and more details are on the website and on page 28.

Finally, | would like to record the Society’s thanks for Roger Beswick’s work
as Commercial Membership Secretary/Advertising Manager role, an
appreciation of which appears on page 35. Roger is standing down after 25
years from any active role with the Society and we wish him a very happy
retirement.

David Carter, SUCS Chairman

Snippets From the Shroppie

. For those who enjoy visiting YouTube, there are no less than 14 short
presentations of cruises on the Shropshire Union Canal to be visited.
Sit back and enjoy ‘The Shroppie by Narrowboat’, an 11-minute cruise
through beautiful countryside on the Shropshire Union then continue
with the rest at your leisure.

3 Appearing at the recent opening of Pryces Bridge to Crickheath Basin
on 2nd June were The Shropshire Boatmen who entertained all with a
mixture of sea shanties and canal-themed songs. Songs are recorded
in venues such as the Navigation Inn on the Monty where they appear
regularly and a CD specifically raising money for the Montgomery
restoration is available. A treat — catch them where you can.

Jan Johnstone
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Editorial

What an edition the editorial team bring to you this quarter! You will find the
name ‘Montgomery’ repeated many times! Read on to find out just what has
been achieved.

In May, volunteers for the first time in some 20 years repaired and re-painted
picnic tables and benches sited across the canal from Ellesmere Yard and
Beech House. Similar events are planned in the future and volunteers from
far and wide are always welcomed to join in and give a hand.

Also in May, work was in full swing on Phase 1A at Crickheath South
supported by Oswestry Council’'s grant of £1,500. Tree root removal and
other works to remove hazards from the towpath and make it safe were
carried out to completion. Incredibly, this was achieved in just over two days
— yet another amazing working party carried out by our equally amazing
volunteers (too many amazings but | don't apologise!).

June kicked off with the official opening on 2nd June 2023 of the Pryces
Bridge to Crickheath Basin stretch on the Monty. The day reflected the mood
of the gathering, sunny and bright. Present were historic boats including fly-
boat ‘Saturn’ and former Samuel Barlow motor ‘Beatty’. Shanties were sung
by The Shropshire Boatmen group, VIPs abounded while the towpaths were
alive with interested visitors.

With the arrival of steamboat ‘Ictus’ at Crickheath Wharf the official opening
was carried out by local MP Helen Morgan and Julian Glover (representing
the National Lottery Heritage Fund), jointly cutting the ribbon strung across
the canal. Speeches followed, a plaque was unveiled, and much to
everyone’s approval Fred Barrett, our oldest volunteer, cut the celebration
cake.

For more information on this long awaited day, see page 20.

Three weeks later on 21st June, yet another accolade with our Society
receiving the Tetlow Memorial Cup, IWA’s regional trophy for outstanding
services to the waterways. This was presented to David and Tom at the
annual Montgomery Canal Forum in Oswestry. See page 18 for more details.

Read on for further details of the above and what else your Society has been
up to this summer and autumn in this edition of Cuttings as well as by visiting
shropshireunion.org.uk.

Jan Johnstone on behalf of the Editorial Team

Cuttings Autumn 2023 Page 6 B &

PS> ey
ANAL o0

Keeping Our Canals Alive

Stark warning from C&RT concerning future of our
historic canals

Proposed Government funding cuts due to the growing impact of climate
change which has increased the cost of waterway maintenance could mean
some of the nation’s much-loved canal network is at risk of closures C&RT
has announced.

From 2027 a substantial cut in grant funding is expected, this leading to a
decline in the waterways affecting millions of people as well as the economy
and the wildlife the network supports. Following the announcement from the
Government on 10th July C&RT warned that a reduction in grant funding of
over £300 million in real terms will threaten the future of the UK’s historic
canals, leading to decline and eventual closure of some parts of the network.
The reduction in funding comes at the worst time with the costs of
maintenance of our historic canals increasing due to climate change, periods
of drought and extreme storm events all threatening the 250-year-old
infrastructure.

Richard Parry, C&RT’s chief executive, while welcoming the Government’s
commitment in providing long-term support said that unless a more realistic
funding settlement was secured it would turn the clock back on one of the
nation’s greatest heritage regeneration stories and lead to the loss of
substantial public benefits.

He warned that funding cuts would have a “potentially devastating impact” on
the C&RT’s ability to care for and protect the 2,000-mile long waterways
network and its heritage — locks, reservoirs, bridges, tunnels, aqueducts and
embankments. At a time of increasing costs, proposed cuts would see the
value of public funding for canals reduce in real terms by more than 40 per
cent, over £300 million in total compared to recent levels.

He urged people to show their support for the nation’s canals by lobbying
their local MP and backing its campaign to keep canals alive thus ensuring
our canals are there for all to enjoy in the future.

To find out full details of the proposed Government cuts and to petition your
MP go to C&RT’s website:

canalrivertrust.org.uk/donate/our-campaigns/keep-canals-alive

The Government’s Written Statement is available to view at:

questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-statements/detail/2023-07-
10/hcws924

Jan Johnstone
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!
Restore the Montgomery Canal._/ >

It does what it says on the tin

I must confess that Restore the Montgomery Canal! was not my preferred
titte when we were branding an appeal to bring together the Society, IWA
and Friends of the canal. However | was wrong: Restore the Montgomery
Canal! does what it says on the tin, the appeal worked famously and has
funded the £1 million reconstruction of Schoolhouse Bridge. Not only that but
the fund has been able to make vital contributions to other Montgomery
Canal programmes too. The reconstruction of Schoolhouse Bridge is well
underway — entirely thanks to donations from so many individuals and grant-
giving trusts — so the re-opening of the canal north of Crickheath saw the
launch of a new Restore the Montgomery Canal! appeal focused on the vital
work of Society work parties south of Crickheath.

You should have received the appeal leaflet by email or if you're not on
email, by post when you renewed your subs. You might also see the new
appeal leaflet if you read Towpath Talk, Waterways World, Canal Boat,
Navvies, Waterways or Oswestry Life, or if you live in the area of Pant and
Llanymynech where leaflets are being delivered by hand.

We are already seeing the first results of the appeal. Every day there are
donations, some quite generous, from across the country. | can’t tell you how
much has been raised because the total changes each day and it will be a
while before you read this report. However, | can tell you that several
thousand pounds have come in already. The challenge now is to build on

Will you help volunteers restore
more of the Montgomery Canal?

that. The appeal leaflet
highlights what has
already been achieved.
Those canal stalwarts I ERG1
Timothy West and {7
Prunella Scales help

?‘hrﬂw
again, asking for help

t f th Ll
O re-open more o e “
i N
-

canal towards the IR e o ' =
Welsh border. With % 250 ; et
Society work parties ENESETS RS o I
now operating only [ ——— ’4—" DgNl'l'z
once a month, the Bltae At UE U EREU T2 ow

. Sowec

» Restoration in Wales will extend the canal an
Iegflet points out that to the Shropshire border. continue
without further funds % Just two miles of derelict canal in l’estorauong

those volunteers will Shropshire: We are raising £250,000 towards
have to slow or StOp. the cost of the next stages of the restoration

Re-opening to the Welsh border should not be down to volunteers alone. We
regularly talk to councillors and others who can help us in the search for
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further funding but funding in Shropshire is not as generous as in Wales. We
know that the success of the Restore the Montgomery Canal! appeal and the
achievements of volunteer work parties impress those councillors and others,
and that helps them to help us.

Can you help the Restore the Montgomery Canal! appeal? Any donation is
committed to the Montgomery Canal and will not only help work parties but
will also help in that search for extra funds. It's an appeal that does what it
says on the tin. Extensive promotion means the appeal is instantly
recognisable. We have lots of leaflets and branded promotional displays, all
easy to transport and use. You could join the supporters making one-off gifts
or monthly payments: Gift Aid helps too. There could be more cake sales, tea
parties, plant sales and sponsored events. You could pass the flyer to
friends, promote the appeal online or take flyers and a promotional display to
a show or other event.

Please remember that Restore the Montgomery Canal! is not the handful of
people in the steering group — all of whom have existing responsibilities so
cannot do everything themselves — but is the Society, IWA and Friends, all of
you. We all want to see progress with the canal. You can help.

A donation <can be made online at: localgiving.org/charity/
restorethemontgomerycanal.

Michael Limbrey

BNARROWBOAT
‘MAINTENANCE
SERVICES

EVERYTHING YOU NEED IN ONE LOCATION

- Welding - Blacking
- Fabrication - Full Re-Paints
- Engine Services - Workshop Hire
- Grit Blasting - Over Plating

BOOK IN TODAY WITH OUR EXPERT TEAM

01270 525040

AQUEDUCT  www.aqueductmarina.co.uk
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Montgomery Canal Triathlon

—

————

Organised by the Friends of the Montgomery Canal and supported by the
C&RT, the Montgomery Canal Triathlon is a popular event starting in
Newtown in Wales and ending at Morton in Shropshire. The Triathlon began
in 2012 and this year's event on 20th May (moved from the 6th May as
originally planned due to the Coronation of King Charles Ill) saw a super-
marathon length of approximately 28.5 miles. Nearly 200 competitors
registered, not only from the UK but also from abroad — one stalwart from
France aged over 80 was accompanled by his son and grandson.

The day dawned bright, dry
~and sunny as competitors
) gathered at Hafan yr Afon the
‘ ‘new riverside venue in
Newtown. Newtown’s Mayor
,ﬂ“" councillor John Byrne, along
) with Montgomery’s Town Crier
Sue Blower, saw 170 cyclists
on their way along the 12-mile
section towards Belan — the
1first group setting out at
9.15am followed at intervals

Sue Blower rings bell (photo J Banks) by others up until 9.30am.

Arriving at Belan it was onto the water for
5.5 miles by canoe, kayak or paddleboard {*
as entrants headed towards Pool Quay,
negotiating locks in Welshpool and Pool ,\-"‘,

Oswestry. The first to arrive at the finishing |

point took approximately 3.25 hours, with
the last arriving 5 hours later. All who took
part were awarded a commemorative
medallion made from local slate. Entrants
had the choice of doing the whole course or
one or two sections. This made the event
accessible to families with children, |
experienced contestants, and those out for . = = _
a communal bike ride, paddle or walk. _ s
Along the route they would have seen the = R
progress made on Schoolhouse Bridge, as :

well as the restoration taking place south of First past tBh:n?(:)St (photo J
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Crickheath Bridge and the newly restored length between Pryces Bridge and
Crickheath Basin.

Christine Palin, Chairman of the Friends of the Montgomery Canal, said she
was very pleased with the turnout this year and that the Triathlon was an
opportunity to both highlight the canal and encourage more visitors. The
Friends of the Montgomery Canal had over the years given over £30,000
towards restoration, and this year the event had raised £3,600 to which £400
had been added from existing funds making a total of £4,000. This would be
handed over for the Schoolhouse Bridge Restoration Fund. She thanked
Newtown and Welshpool Town Councils and the mayors of both towns for
their valuable support in running the event, and the 100 volunteers who gave
their time to ensure everything went smoothly and without whom the event
would not take place. Also essential to its success were the businesses and
organisations who had offered their support.

All in all another successful Triathlon with many commenting they would be
back next year.

Jan Johnstone

Market Drayton Community

Amateur Sports Club

Betton Rd, Market Drayton TF9 1HH
01630 652786

www.draytonsportsclub.com

A warm welcome with fithess and sporting facilities open to
members & non-members. Activities include gym, boxing, various
fitness classes, cricket and & beauty therapy. We also have a bar
where you can relax & enjoy a drink on Thursday and Fridays
evenings from 6pm to 9pm.
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Council Clippings

A selection of discussions, reports and decisions from the May 2023 Council
Meeting...

e SUCS have been approached to give a presentation to the Montgomery
Canal Forum at Oswestry in June. David Carter and Tom Fulda are to do
the honours. (PS: It went very well and with a lovely surprise at the end!
See page 16)

e Mooring charges at Llangollen Town Basin have doubled from £6 to £12
from 1st May. This is being run as a trial by C&RT and will be reviewed.

e lan Hendley officially stood down as Treasurer after many years of
service, in this and other roles, and was officially thanked for all his hard
work and effort.

e New Treasurer Clive Robertson is now officially ‘at the helm’.

¢ Online membership application and payment of subs is now possible and
is starting to be used.

¢ Following discussion, the Society has decided to stop issuing membership
cards as of the membership year starting 1st July, 2023.

e Roger Beswick is standing down from his role as Commercial
Membership & Advertising after 25 years! (How’s that for dedication?)
Richard Feeney will take over admin duties but it is hoped that somebody
can be identified to work on recruiting new commercial members and
advertisers. (Any offers, anyone?)

e Cuttings costs £2.50 per issue to print and post to members but almost
nothing to email to members.

e Monty’s Navigation Ale is now well and truly flowing (not least at the
Opening Celebration on 3rd June).

e Shropshire Post Card Club have requested a presentation on the Monty
and Fred Barrett has agreed to be spokesperson.

e The 2023 AGM will be held in late autumn. Further discussions will held
on whether this will be in person, over Zoom or a mixture of both.

Sue Ball
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Gnosall’s GFest
Exhilarating time at Gnosall’s GFest 15th/16th July

When shall we three meet again? When the hurly-burly’s done,
In thunder, lightning, or in rain? When the battle’s lost and won.

Well, actually, there were only two of us but we did have all the above — on
Friday, a monsoon, and on Saturday, a hurricane. Makes you wonder what
Gnosall's GFest will have in store for us next year given that last year’s was a
heatwave. Snow?

On our part much of Saturday was spent chasing items being hurled off the
Society publicity stand, propping up display boards and hanging grimly onto
the gazebo which threatened, with alarming regularity, to take to the skies, a
la Mary Poppins. Oh, and then protecting everything from the occasional
deluge. It’s always good to have variety, isn’t it?

The hardy (they had to be!) mixed crowd of visitors, young and old, braved
the elements to see the historic and trade boats on the canal and the varied
musical entertainments on offer at the Festival Ground. Undeterred, they sat
unflinchingly under umbrellas while the thunder crashed overhead. A stalwart
lot, we Brits, a definite air of ‘Dunkirk Spirit' around. We hear the Saturday
evening ‘do’ managed to keep dry with feet incessantly tapping along to feisty
fiddle music. Sadly, we couldn’t manage that bit — too busy drying out...

Sunday was rather better and having been taken pity on, our pitch had
moved to the safety of the main marquee. This allowed for much calmer and
more enjoyable proceedings. We met up with old friends (S&NCT, RNLI,
Staffordshire Wildlife) and members, made
new friends and acquaintances (check out
The Burslem Boys on burslemport.org.uk) L:-
and enjoyed chatting with anyone who g = :
cared to about SUCS and the Monty. B
Business was steady, the trip boat ‘Norbury’ I! ‘
was busy and the cakes, courtesy of the
Macmillan Ladies were, as ever, superb.

As always, we were well looked after by all =
the GFest Crew but special thanks must go
to Barry Witts for the excellent
organisation, his sense of humour and for SUCS stand (photo J Johnstone)
taking pity on our ‘straightened’ circumstances (we looked like starfish, arms
and legs akimbo holding down the stall) and moving us from the windiest
pitch on the site to the calmest. Cheers, Gnosall! See you next year! But no
snow, please?

Sue Ball, Jan Johnstone
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Fly-boats on the Shroppie

Between the mid 1800s and early 1920s, fly-boats with their streamlined
design were familiar sights on Britain’s canals. Fly-boats never stopped; their
specially selected crews were Company men three or four in number along
with a boy learning the trade, sharing out the work so everyone got a rest as
they travelled continuously.

Particularly strong and fit horses were chosen for the fly-boats and these
were changed over regularly to ensure the speed of the boat was maintained.
Stables run by horse keepers situated at strategic points along the waterway
were open day and night making swapping the animals over a smooth
operation.

Important to the Shropshire Union Canal Carrying Company was Ellesmere
Port, its fly-boats leaving regularly to deliver and pick up from Birmingham,
the Potteries, Llangollen, Shrewsbury, Welshpool, Newtown, Trench near
Hadley in Shropshire, and all points in-between.

Fly-boats were wooden, strongly built but also light-weight, ensuring their
ability to move rapidly on the water. The cabin was sparse, very basic
compared to a traditional family narrowboat cabin and with places to sleep
and a stove to boil a kettle the most important fittings. A normal load carried
would be in the vicinity of 15 to 18 tons and their skippers were very aware of
time, consulting their watches as orders were delivered or collected and
timing deliveries to the minute. On the water, fly-boats took priority over other
boats on the canal going first into the locks, were given preference on
towpaths and were allowed to go to the front of the queue when collecting or
off-loading cargoes.

Some of the wharves that the boats passed were request stops, imitating the
services being provided by the railways. To stop the boat when a load was
waiting for collection, a signal would be displayed — usually on a building. To
see an example of a request stop, visit Rednal Canal Warehouse situated on
the Montgomery Canal near West Felton, Shropshire.

A typical schedule for a fly-boat between Birmingham and Ellesmere Port
would see the boat leaving Birmingham at 5.00pm on Saturdays and
Tuesdays and arriving at Ellesmere Port at approximately 10.00pm on
Sundays and Wednesdays, having completed the journey of 29 hours.
Turnaround at the destination was four hours after arrival the boat leaving at
2.00am and it would arrive back in Birmingham at 10.00am. Crews must
have looked forward to their nights off on Friday.

One of the main foodstuffs carried by the Shroppie boats was cheese; the
main manufacturers at the time were based in Cheshire and Shropshire.
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Cheese markets were held regularly in Whitchurch, Market Drayton and
Nantwich, with goods delivered to a local canal depot where they would be
loaded onto cheese fly-boats specially fitted out to carry a maximum load.
When the cheese wheels had been off-loaded, the fittings were removed and
stored on board so the boat could be used to carry other cargoes.

The largest cheese fair in the country — taking place every three weeks
between 1920 and 1921 — was held on Wednesdays in the old Market Hall,
Whitchurch. The average weight sold was an amazing 1,300 tons and
cheeses would be brought in early in the morning before being displayed on
beds of straw. On a good day over 10,000 cheeses would be on display with
those marked with a straw twist indicating they were already sold.

Fly-boats continued up to the end of the First World War with ‘Saturn’ the last
remaining cheese fly-boat working the Shropshire Union. Still in existence
today ‘Saturn’ was built at Tower Wharf, Chester in 1906 for the Shropshire
Union Canal Carrying Company. By 1958 she had been turned into a hotel
boat and was sold on in 1987 to owners that undertook to restore her
between 2001 and 2005.

Her base mooring is at the moment next to Ellesmere Yard, Ellesmere on the
Llangollen canal where she will spend her winters and be on display when
not on tour in her current role as an educational resource. From 2nd August
to 31st August, she will be Ellesmere Yard; 2nd to 3rd September,
Whitchurch Canal Festival; and 4th to 30th September, back at Ellesmere
Yard. To find out much more about ‘Saturn’, visit saturnflyboat.org.uk.

Jan Johnstone

Abbey Station Exhibition

The exhibition will take place at Abbey Station, Shrewsbury, SY2 6AH on
Saturday 23rd September. Hosted by Inland Waterways Association, also
taking part are SUCS, Shrewsbury and Newport Canals Trust and Friends of
the Montgomery Canal. This is an opportunity to meet people, those helping
to restore the canals as well as those who, through the work of volunteers,
are now enjoying the waterways in the area. It is also a chance to see how
you could help, so why not come along and find out more?

Entry is free and the exhibition will be open from 10.30am until 3.30pm. A
large car park is adjacent to the station and for ease of location, look for
Shrewsbury Abbey which is directly across the road from Abbey Station.
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Montgomery Canal Forum

A Montgomery Year

In China it's the Year of the Rabbit. For us though, 2023 is the Year of the
Montgomery Canal. There was an opening... And so much more. We talked
about everything that's happening at the Montgomery Canal Forum on
Midsummer Day.

This year it was Oswestry’s turn for the Forum and we were the guests of
Aico: you may have seen their striking new offices on Maesbury Road, just a
couple of miles from the canal. The company specialises in smoke and
carbon dioxide alarms and has an energetic programme of community
engagement. It was this that led us to their Centre of Excellence — the best
venue for any Forum since the first in 2006.

The Forum these days is well supported by representatives from councils —
county, town, parish and community — and other organisations interested in
the canal and, of course, by many canal supporters. With such a varied
attendance, we want the Forum to bring people up-to-date, to look to the
future, and to show why we do it: how the restored canal can bring so much
to the area.

After a formal opening by Olly Rose, the Mayor of Oswestry, presentations
covered:

o All the reasons for restoration: nature conservation, the built heritage,
recreation, volunteering, history, boating, tourism and our local
communities

o The story of restoration, from the very first days, including visits by the
then Prince of Wales

o The aims of the Conservation Management Strategy for heritage,
recreation, amenity and the local economy

o Schoolhouse Bridge: cutting the first sod by the Chairman of
Shropshire Council, excavation of the old embankment and
preparation for the abutments (now finished)

o The Triathlon, with 170 entrants started by the Mayor of Newtown and
the Montgomery Town Crier: the first across the finish line had taken
just over 3.25 hours, though others were arriving up to 5 hours after
that (see page 10 for more details)
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. Other canal activity, including the recent Open Day at Shropshire
Paddlesport, Queen’s Head, and the pioneering Heulwen trip boats in
Welshpool

. The Society’s contribution to restoration over the years, particularly the
reconstruction of the channel to Crickheath with the challenges of peat,
water and subsidence that you know about — all leading to the
Crickheath opening (see page 20)

° Society plans for the three phases of future work through to
Schoolhouse Bridge

. C&RT’s work in Wales funded by those government grants: bank and
dredging works, Aberbechan Aqueduct repairs and new nature
reserves with design ideas for the new Walls Bridge — to be known as
Carreghofa Lane Bridge — in effect a development of the plans
prepared by Roger Bravey of ‘Restore the Montgomery Canal!’ — and
Williams Bridge (fixed or movable? — probably controlled by traffic
lights) as well as the two A483 crossings (a possible diversion at
Maerdy — suggested by a MWRT trustee 20 years ago — and perhaps
a Dalmuir type drop lock at Arddleen)

. ‘Waterways for Today’, the IWA report which “demonstrates why the
ongoing maintenance and regeneration of Britain’s navigable
waterways is essential” and quotes the Montgomery Canal as one of
the case studies

) The coming campaign against the chronic public underfunding of
navigation authorities, including C&RT, which as | write is still waiting
for a new DEFRA settlement promised for 2022 [note from the Editors,
see page 7]

. The presentation to the Society of the Tetlow Cup awarded by the
Inland Waterways Association North West Region for the Society’s
work party volunteers’ outstanding services to the waterways (see
page 18 for more details)

. And of course the new ‘Restore the Montgomery Canal!’ appeal (see
page 8 for more details) to support Society work parties as they move
south from Crickheath.

You can see there was a lot for the Forum to cover, squeezing the Year of
the Montgomery Canal into one afternoon. It is a valuable event for the
restoration, not only for the presentations but also for the discussions before
or afterwards. Each year the Forum moves up and down the canal: last year
we were in Newtown; next year, Welshpool.

Michael Limbrey
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Tetlow Memorial Cup

SUCS has been awarded the Tetlow Memorial Cup. IWA North West Region
awards this trophy for outstanding services above and beyond the norm to
help restore and enhance waterways in Britain. At the Montgomery Canal
Forum, see page 16, Michael Haig, chairman of IWA Shrewsbury District and
North Wales branch, presented the trophy to David Carter, former restoration
project manager, and Tom Fulda, current restoration project manager, in the
presence of Olly Rose, the Mayor of Oswestry.

The award was in recognition
of the exceptional restoration
work carried out by SUCS
volunteers between Pryces
Bridge and Crickheath.
Highlighted and rightly
recognised as unequalled
was the hard work required of
he volunteers in overcoming
major challenges, poor
d ground conditions, high water

: table, relocation of great
Left to right: Michael Haig, David Carter, crested newts and the

Tom Fulda and Olly Rose (photo G problems arising during the
Deakin) Covid crisis.

Michael Haig went on to say that the level of enthusiasm, dedication and
persistence not to mention the skills required to carry out the work far
exceeded the boundaries of tasks usually carried out by volunteers.
Hundreds of hours of work had been required to complete the project and the
Shropshire Union Canal Society were worthy winners. A questions and
answers session then concluded the meeting.

Jan Johnstone

Letters Page

One of the items highlighted in the 2022 Membership Survey was a request
for a Letters Page. Your editors are more than delighted to comply with this
request so it is now over to you. Please send letters on any subject relating
to the SU network or SUCS to cuttingseditorial@shropshireunion.org.uk or
Cuttings, 42 Foyle Road, Blackheath, London, SE3 7RH.

We look forward to hearing from you and starting a Letters Page.

Jan Johnstone
Cuttings Autumn 2023

P> ey
ANAL o0

Page 18 B &

The Shroppie Back in Time

Pontcysyllte

The first stone of the Pontcysyllte, the great aqueduct of the Ellesmere canal,
was laid on 25 July 1795. It is expected that this work will go on with much
expedition as a great part of the materials are already provided.

Taken from Eddowes Journal, 29th July 1795
Llanymynech

The line which is to unite the Mersey and the Dee is in such forwardness as
to give hope of its being navigable early in the ensuing Spring.

The greatest part of the Llanymynech branch to the Lime Rocks and from
thence to where it is to join the Montgomery branch is already executed and
will also be navigable early next year. An order has been made, when 25 per
cent has been paid upon the stock, that the proprietors shall receive interest
on the same at the rate of 5 per cent.

Taken from Eddowes Journal, 24th December 1794

IAAAAAAAMAAAANAAAANNAANAAANAAAANTL
< RICHARD POTTER LTD S

P Supplier of Quality Hardwoods, Softwoods and Sheet Materials to many -‘
Narrowboat Owners

H We always have large stocks of veneered and marine plywood together ﬂ
with extensive stocks of other sheets, hardwoods, etc.

We offer a full cutting to size and machining service.
Local delivery service.

Millstone Lane, Nantwich, Cheshire CW5 5PN
Telephone 01270 625791 Fax 01270 610483
Monday - Friday: 8:00am to 4:00pm
Saturday: 8.00am to 1.00pm
Sunday (stock & shop sales only):-
Summer Mar-Oct: 10:00am to 1:00pm
Winter Nov-Feb: Closed
Website address www.fortimber.co.uk

E-mail richardpotter@fortimber.co.uk

LETTTTﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂlﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂlﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂiﬂ
> & Page 19 Cuttings Autumn 2023

P> X
naL SO0

EEEE!!!MEEEEEEEEEM
YYYYYYYVYVVVVVVVVV)


mailto:cuttingseditorial@shropshireunion.org.uk
http://www.fortimber.co.uk
mailto:richardpotter@fortimber.co.uk

Official Opening —

The day we thought might never come!

The official opening of the Pryces Bridge to Crickheath Basin section of the
Montgomery Canal was celebrated on Friday 2nd June on a glorious sunny
day and featured numerous VIPs, historic boats, lots of towpath visitors,
shanties, ribbon cutting and lots of cake eating. The title of this article
summed up the thoughts of many of us present and there was almost a
sense of unreality attached to the proceedings. After all this toil had we really
finished?

Well, we had! Crickheath
Basin looked as we had
always dreamed that it
would — full of boats
including former SUCCC
fly-boat ‘Saturn’ and
former Samuel Barlow
motor ‘Beatty’ - and
alive with interested
spectators. The official
opening started shortly
after midday with the
arrival at Crickheath
Wharf of the steamboat
‘Ictus’ with a number of
| dignitaries on board. A
ribbon across the canal
was skilfully cut by local MP Helen Morgan and Julian Glover (National
Lottery Heritage Fund trustee) and the event was underway.

The VIPs were introduced to
a number of  Society
volunteers before joining 50
or so other invited guests for
a reception in a marquee on
the wharf. They were greeted
by The Shropshire Boatmen
who sung a  specially
composed shanty to mark the
event. The volunteers took
the opportunity to explain the
Society’s work to the various
guests.

OPSUIRE Uy
d
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Then came some speeches from a number of guests. Helen Morgan and
Shropshire Council Leader Lezley Picton both praised the Society
volunteers for their achievement and then unveiled a plaque to mark the
occasion. They were followed by Richard Parry (Canal & River Trust Chief
Executive), Julian Glover and John Dodwell (Chair of the Montgomery Canal
Partnership), all of whom were effusive in their praise of the Society’s work.

The SUCS Chair
thanked the other
speakers for their
kind words about
the Society and
also the various
il funders, the
partnership with
~ C&RT, and
.| supporters who had
~ made the work
possible. He then
introduced Fred
Barrett, the oldest
Society volunteer to
have worked on the
project, to cut the first of three celebratory cakes over the weekend.

John Dodwell had another important duty to round off proceedings: he
announced a new ‘Restore the Montgomery Canal’ appeal for the next
stages of restoration. With a target of £250,000, the new appeal — again
supported by TV canal stars Timothy West and Prunella Scales — aims to
support the restoration of the two ‘dry’ miles between Crickheath and
Llanymynech.

The first stage of this work is, of course, the section of channel between
Crickheath and Schoolhouse Bridge on which the Society volunteers are
currently working. There are details of this appeal elsewhere in this edition.

And so, having recovered from the previous day, it was on to more
celebrations on Saturday. The Society has entered a partnership with
Monty’s Brewery, based close to the historic town of Montgomery, who have
launched a new ale called Navigation Pale, a 4 per cent pale bitter.
Commission on each pint consumed goes to the Crickheath South
restoration effort. As part of the publicity effort for the beer launch a ‘barrel of
beer was transported from Audlem on the SU main line and arrived at
Crickheath on Saturday afternoon. This was followed by the official launch of
the beer by Russ Honeyman, Monty’s Brewery’s Commercial Director, who

(Continued on page 22)
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Official Opening — cont’d D

/

remarked that this revived the custom when the canals were first dug in the
1800s to reward the navvies with a barrel of beer. In fact the barrel on the
boat only contained fresh air but thankfully the real stuff arrived by road.

The evening
barbecue was
attended by many of
the volunteers who
had worked on the
restoration of the
Pryces Bridge and
Crickheath Basin
section. As well as
excellent hot food,
and Navigation Ale —
the ‘navvies’ were
only too happy to
maintain the ™
tradition! — another
celebratory cake
was cut. It was a
very pleasant event
graced by warm summer weather and long-standing friends, and a wonderful
way to conclude the opening formalities.

It should be said that as well as the jollifications, a work party also took place
during Saturday and Sunday. A report of this appears elsewhere but it
included the third cake cutting ceremony of the weekend, this time by Josh,
the youngest volunteer on site. Three cakes in a weekend — is this a record?

Crickheath is now connected to the national canal network through the efforts
of multiple individuals and organisations over many years. The 2nd June
opening celebrations shone the spotlight on the Society volunteers who did
the physical work for eight years on Pryces to Crickheath. However, the hard
work of many other people and organisations also deserve recognition. This
includes those whose work on- and off-site contributed to the success of the
current project, and also the people and organisations whose work over
many years got the navigation from Frankton to Pryces Bridge. There were,
as they say, many ghosts riding on Ictus on 2nd June.

David Carter
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keeping you moving

Breakdown

across the UK Inland Waterways.

NO callout or hourly charges.
NO restrictions on age, make or size of your boat.

Home start

Crew relay 1
Breakdown assistance ]0‘“ TODAY

Boat recovery AL WEMBERSHP P FROM

*peplacement PartaCover

*Excluding Retainer Cover, RPC can be added for £680
vWExclutes Cansumables such 85 cabées, filters, rubber companents

and the like thatl reguire routing wear and tear repiacement
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Autumn Restoration Update —

Since the last Restoration Update there have been two work parties, one of
which coincided with the official opening of the last project. Unsurprisingly, in
June our attention was slightly distracted from the restoration activities but
nevertheless there has been substantial progress during this period.

In addition to the restoration work itself, much progress has been made
agreeing plans and future requirements. One of the main objectives for this
year’s pilot scheme is to inform the waterproofing requirements. The
approach, activities and required specification for this have now been agreed.

Two sections of the channel, one 50m in length and the other 140m in length,
have been selected as being the most informative. The sites will be prepared
to ensure they meet the minimum required depth and have stable profiles for
the banks but, crucially, will not include any new waterproofing or lining. With
dams at each end these will be filled with water and the water retention
performance monitored. The trial will take place in early autumn and the
results will contribute to the overall specification for the project — in this case:
is additional waterproofing required on this site and, if so, where and how?

The specification combines ecology, heritage, engineering and operational
requirements. The heritage requirements apply to the wharf wall and wash
wall repairs south of Crickheath Bridge and have already been agreed. Work
continues on the other aspects with particular attention being paid to
maximising the ecological benefit and |mprovement not least in the context
of recent new legislation. o

So what's happened on the ground
since the last update? Well, plenty =
actually!

A trial of the lime mortar mix specified
by C&RT proved successful with the
results commended by C&RT. This is
used in particular for repairs to the !
wash wall south of Crickheath Bridge. w
With good progress in the July work

party this job is now over 50 per cent

completed. Wash wall repointing

Similarly, works to repair the tramway wharf have progressed rapidly with a
combination of Society volunteers and those from the Dry Stone Walling
Association contributing their expertise. A further length of copings will be
replaced on the repaired wall in the near future. The grant award from the
Association for Industrial Archaeology (see page 26) will help fund some of
the new copings required to replace broken and crumbling ones from the
original wall.
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#* The third and final ‘wall job’
was to complete the southern
~“end of the wharf with an
elegant corner returning the
wall to the bank. This was
finished on the last day of the
July work party in the nick of
time before the heavens
opened.

Wharf waII south end: before... ...and after

The July work party also saw
the start of site preparation
for the water tests which
included tasks ranging from
site strip, to checking the
channel bed met the
minimum required depth,
some profiling of banks§
where this was required and &
a trial of the clay dam g
construction using clay
salvaged from the last
project. Compared with the
overgrown state 12 months [
ago, the site is already ™
starting to resemble a canal.

Dam construction trial

Tom Fulda
Cuttings Autumn 2023
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AlA Grant for Wharf Restoration

The Shropshire Union Canal Society gratefully acknowledges the support of a
£14,600 restoration grant from the Association for Industrial Archaeology
towards the cost of restoring the historic tramway wharf on the canal at
Crickheath.

The canal wharf was the terminal of a 2.5 mile horse-drawn tramway from the
limestone quarries at Porthywaen. Built by navvies during the construction of
the canal at the end of the eighteenth century, it is constructed as a wide
rubble stone wall using local
limestone. The wharf wall is being
* restored as it was originally built

. with members of the Dry Stone
' Walling Association contributing
~ their expertise to ensure durable
and high-quality repairs.

&% The wall is topped with large
copings of buff and vyellow
™ sandstone/gritstone that supported
the tramway rails and wagons from
*#4 where stone was tipped into
#¥ moored narrowboats. It is thought
even back in the eighteenth
. century the copings were re-
§ purposed from elsewhere due to
some variation in materials and
different stonemason dressing
B marks. Many have crumbled and
Q8 will require replacement. The
§ stonemason dressing marks are
interesting as they, once upon a
time, identified the person who
dressed the stone in the flrst place but we don’t know if these marks were for
position on the wharf or to guarantee payment to the mason.

Tom Fulda, Shropshire Union Canal Society project manager said, “We are
very grateful for this generous grant; it will substantially help the project with
the cost of plant hire, volunteer welfare and materials as well as promoting
the work of the Association for Industrial Archaeology, the national society for
industrial heritage, which has supported the study, preservation and
presentation of many sites since the 70s. If you live near the Montgomery
Canal, why not pop down to Crickheath and see the progress we’re making.”

Cuttings Autumn 2023
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¢« “The AIA promotes
. the study and
appreciation of
industrial
< archaeology through
.~ a programme of
awards and grants
iand promotes its
aims through broad
engagement with
people in their early
careers. It's great
. S8 that an organisation
The wall in 2023 before restoration started such as AlA supports
the restoration of the
tramway wharf but what was the history of the wharf? How did it start out?

Well the tramway, built by the Earl of Powis in around 1797, was originally
known as the Porthywaen Iron Railway and was horse-drawn. It was
established to take advantage of the newly built canal to move limestone
from the quarries at Porthywaen and nearby Whitehaven to the wharf at
Crickheath  for  further
transit. The route ran
generally westwards from
Crickheath to cross both
the Oswestry to
Welshpool turnpike, now
the A483, and the
Llynclys to Porthywaen
Road, the B4396,
continuing west to the
limestone quarries where
it split into two short
branches.

In 1860, the Oswestry & ' '
Newtown Railway (later 1900 photo of one of the horse-drawn trucks

the Cambrian Railway) at Crickheath Wharf. Some remains of a truck
was opened to Pool have been recovered from the canal
Quay and a bridge to

carry the tramway over the railway was built near Llynclys Station next to the
road bridge for the Knockin Road, the B4396 (the abutments of this bridge
can still be seen from the Cambrian Heritage Railway Station). A branch line
from the railway was later built to Porthywaen and over the next 40 years or
so the infrastructure varied no end as quarry working changed but it seems
that both the tramway and the railway co-existed happily together, however

(Continued on page 28)
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AlA grant — contd.

the railway always had the upper hand and as maintenance on the canal
deteriorated the writing was on the wall.

1926 OS maps clearly show the route although trade had started to dwindle
by then and the tramway closed when the canal had a breach in 1936.
However it is doubtful that there was much activity after 1930 due to A&A
Peate selling off their fleet of narrowboats at Maesbury Hall Mill. The lines
were finally lifted in 1939. Although the end seems a little sad, it is to be
remembered that the tramway traded successfully for some 130 years.

I'd like to thank Kenton Owen and the Oswestry Borderland Heritage website
for their help and information for this article. For more research, please go to
www.oswestry-borderland-heritage.co.uk.

Chris Bryan-Smith

Work Party Dates for 2023

Just 200 yards from
Bridge 85 on the
Shropshire Union

Canal. Tie up near

Hack Green Locks.

HACK GREEN SECRET
NUCLEAR BUNKER

A unique and exciting day out for all the family

Discover the underground world of nuclear
government. If the UK had been attacked, the
35,000 square foot bunker would have been the
wartime HQ. Entering through the massive blast
doors, you are transported into the secret world of
the cold war. Descend into the bunker's maze of
passages and rooms to see the BBC Studio,
Decontamination Room, Missile Early Warning
System, Communications Centre, Life Support
Systems and much more. With audio-visual guides and the Soviet Spy-Mouse Trail to
occupy the children, you’re sure to enjoy an eye-opening trip!

NAAFI-style café. Disabled and Mother & Baby facilities.
An all-weather attraction, open all year from 10.30 am. Please ring for
details of winter opening from November to March.
Go to hackgreen.co.uk or ring 01270 629219.

September 1-3 Restoration Crickheath
September 16 Enhancement Ellesmere
October 6-8 Restoration Crickheath
October 21 Enhancement Ellesmere
November 3-5 Restoration Crickheath
November 18 Enhancement Ellesmere
December 1-3 Restoration Crickheath
December 16 Enhancement Ellesmere

For more information, please contact:

Cuttings Autumn 2023

Restoration WPs: Tom Fulda, 07810 646026,

tom.fulda@shropshireunion.org.uk

Enhancement WPs: David Carter, 01244 661440,

dcartersucs@gmail.com.
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@ Give as you Live

Funds can be raised from your online shopping through the Give as you Live
website. It is really simple, does not cost you anything, and can raise much
needed funds for the Society.

Just log on to the Give as you Live website giveasyoulive.com and create an
account. It just requires name and email, plus your chosen charity. No
financial information is required.

Once logged on you can select your chosen store, eg John Lewis, Marks and
Spencer, and if that store is affiliated to Give as you Live you will be taken to
the store’s website for you to shop as usual. By following this route the
Society will receive a percentage of the amount you spend (the percentage
varies dependent on store). You just have to remember to log on to Give as
you Live and then use their site to take you to your chosen store.

A wide range of products can be purchased through Give as you Live:
Clothing, Food, Holidays, Electricals etc. — over 6,000 stores in all. Please
take a look and donate to SUCS at no cost to you each time you shop.

Gill Robertson
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‘Danny’ — Schedule Halted

Bridging failures declared by C&RT on Acton and Sutton Weaver Swing
Bridges have halted commercial traffic on the Weaver Navigation which
includes both the steam ship ‘Danny’ and private vessels trying to access the
dry dock facilities at Northwich.

Both Cheshire West and Chester Council are fearful of major road closures
as the bridges are used by the busy A49 and A56. The position at time of
writing is that the bridges will remain closed until at least 18th August.
Overnight of 5/6th August saw early morning trial closures with swingings
taken place with engineers from both organisations present. Tests went well
with the Sutton Weaver Bridge and survey results from specialist contractors
are now awaited. The causes of the problems with Acton Swing Bridge and
possible remedial work continue to be investigated.

The closures, which, as of the end of July, have cost the ‘Danny’ some
£40,000 in cancellations and lost revenue, have caused considerable
controversy. C&RT blamed the closures on high summer temperatures.

‘Danny’ staff and volunteers are worried about the effect this is having on
public confidence to book the vessel, especially as the public have
consistently booked cruises on the Weaver rather than the Manchester Ship
Canal. A 40th wedding anniversary full cruise for one couple which had been
booked for over 18 months had to be changed to a static event.

l Politically, this closure
could not have come
at a worst time for
‘C&RT on the Weaver
s as locally politicians
and radio are pressing
both to see dredging
reach a rejuvenated
Northwich town centre
as well as the ongoing
controversy over the
sale of Navigation
= Yard.

o The ‘Danny’ was on

berth at Sutton
(Photo L Green) Weaver and open to
the public for the IWA Restoration Showcase on 29th and 30th July.
Afterwards, in order to be ready for a return to trading on the ship canal,
‘Danny’ had to be turned as she was pointing upstream. This required the
involvement of two ship canal tugs.

Les Green
Page 30 B &
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VISITING THE DANNY

TALKS, TOURS, TEA & STEAM CRUISES FOR GROUPS

The Daniel Adamson is a 1903 Steam Ship boasting a unique Art Deco interior which
was saved from being scrapped by a team of enthusiastic volunteers, who bought the
ship for £1 and then secured £3.8 Million from the Heritage Lottery Fund to save the
significant ship, which is 15" on the Register of National Historic Ships.

Talks to Groups 15-20 in the Art Deco Saloon

Talks and Tours of the boat when static starting at £5 per person.
Talks to Societies

A 45 minute on your
premises, sharing images of
the Danny and Manchester
Ship Canal right back to its
building. We also share an
insight into the Restoration
of the Danny and the work
of the Volunteers.

Cruising Groups

On cruises, groups of up to
80 can be accommodated.

The vessel is also
available for Private Hire.

To make an enquiry for more details, email
enquiries@danieladamson.co.uk

or go to thedanny.co.uk.

X @dannyinsteam

Daniel Adamson
Preservation Society

To book a talk at your venue, please contact
sheila.leonard@danieladamson.co.uk.

% & Page 31
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Swaniéy ‘bridge

Discover Our
Idyllic Retreat &
Enjoy Summer |

Secure your berth on the Liangollen
Canal, the most bemntiful canal In
the cauntry!

Call 01270 524571 or emall
salessiswanleybridgemarina.com

The collecting box total for the new financial year
is £261. What we’re noticing is that a few
locations are highly productive, but many pubs
and similar businesses are asking to have the box
removed because “nobody uses cash any more”.

Now, here’s a question: if, as we hope, we can
come up with a simple scannable donation point,
what do we actually offer to businesses? A poster
about the Society? A collecting box of traditional
style but with a QR code on the side? Whatever it
is, it serves to draw attention to the Society as
well as generating a small but helpful income
stream.

Sarah Thursfield
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IWA 2024 Waterways Calendar
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T 0T OSSN The 2024 Inland Waterways

48 WATERWAYS CALENDAR  Association Shrewsbury

2024 District & North Wales
e ® Branch calendar is full of
fantastic photographs and is
the perfect gift for
grandparents, aunts and
uncles, or simply to hang in
your own home, boat or
caravan etc.

To get your copy:

Pay by credit/debit card — pay securely via SumUp

Email your order details to michael.haig@waterways.org.uk. You will receive
a reply with a payment link, unique to you. After opening the link to the
SumUp payment site, you simply need to enter your card details and click
‘Pay’ to complete the payment.

Pay by PayPal

If you have a PayPal account, you can pay direct to the branch chair on
07801 415573 or open this link: www.paypal.com/paypalme/mikeh7be, sign
in to your PayPal account and complete the secure payment form.

Pay by cheque

Send your cheque made
payable to The Inland
Waterways Association to
SDNW Calendars, 7
Barnton Edge, Stone ST15
8ZR. 2

INLAND . . Sroee " - . -
WA R A S . o e e e e e @
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Guided Walk From Maesbury

My friend and | joined the members’ walk along the restoration site last
September. As readers will know, a lot has changed since then with the area
under restoration at that time now officially re-opened giving access to boats
as far as the next winding hole at Crickheath Basin. This has added a further
1.25 miles to the connected navigable network.

The restoration of the latest section has involved crossing an area where the
underlying geology (the rocks at depth) and geomorphology (the surface
deposits including peat) is extremely complex, creating very variable and
changing ground conditions upon which to work. That it has been completed
by volunteers is a huge achievement for all concerned.

On Saturday 8th July, Chris Hesketh led another members’ walk along the
same section of the canal and my friend and | were excited to see the area
again; what a change! It was truly informative and interesting to traverse the
same section for a second time and hear Chris’s informed commentary and
explanation of all the works on this section, both completed and being
worked on.

Parts of the canal that were still being lined are now full of water. The
towpath that was being worked on is now finished and a good walking
surface. The milepost that was installed during the walk is now alongside a
fully working canal.

Parts of the canal that were dry and full of vegetation have been cleared; the
channel that was vague is in the process of being re-profiled, the crumbling
wash walls are being repaired and the towpath is being improved. Further
along, progress on Schoolhouse Bridge — just a grassy mound and a road in
September last year — is well in hand with reinforced abutments taking shape
and gabions (metal cages) being assembled and filled with stone. These will
be used to form the bridge sides and approaches. The pre-cast bridge arch is
due to be added soon. This project was originally designed to be completed
by volunteers and it was evident from the work taking place that this would
have been a massive task, and also much slower, for a volunteer workforce
to complete.

Hearing about these changes and the progress through the press releases
and the pages of Cuttings is one thing, seeing the results ‘on the ground’ is
something else and truly shows the extent of the works and the skill of all the
people involved.

Chris Owen-Roberts

Note from the Editors: Chris Hesketh tells us that another guided walk will be
arranged in 2024 but asks whether we should return to the same section to
see further progress or to visit another part of the beautiful Shropshire Union
network — thoughts?
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Chas Hardern Boats Ltd est 1972

Family run 2 - 6 berth warm and comfortable narrowboats for hire. All year
cruising. Short breaks generally available. Dog friendly. Excellent tuition.

Services on site: diesel, gas, pump-out, gift shop.

Also: Gas Safe engineer, 24hr breakdown service. 40 years experience with
all engine and internal boat repairs.

Members of IWA, BMF, APCO, FSB Hireboat handover external audit
T: 01829 732595 Email: chasboats@aol.com Web: www.chashardern.co.uk

95, Page 35

Roger Beswick — Thanks

To regular readers of Cuttings, Roger’'s name will be always linked with the
Advertising Manager role. He has been a fixture in our journal for some 25
years and his efforts have generated significant income to help defray the
costs of producing and distributing Cuttings — a back of envelope calculation
suggests income in excess of £25,000 at this time. No mean feat!

It is perhaps not so widely known that he has also looked after our
commercial members over the same period, encouraging town and parish
councils as well as commercial enterprises to support our enhancement and
restoration efforts. This back-room effort goes largely unrewarded and
possibly even unnoticed.

Roger, your imminent retirement from any active role with the Society at least
offers an opportunity to extend our sincere thanks for your steady and reliable
contributions and to wish you well for the future. Thank you.

David Carter
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Society AGM

The Society’s Annual General Meeting 2023

The 2023 Annual General Meeting of the Shropshire Union Canal Society
Limited will be held on Saturday 9th December 2023 at 11.00am using Zoom
video conferencing. Joining instructions will be published on our website and
in the Winter edition of Cuttings as well as being emailed to members for
whom we hold an email address.

Outline agenda
1. Apologies for absence.
Reminder of the procedure for the meeting.

Adoption of the minutes of the 2022 AGM held on 10th December
2022.

4, Reports:
i. Chair.
ii. Treasurer.
Election of auditors.
Election of Trustees:
i. Re-election of Mr Pat Tolster.
ii. Election of Mrs Sue Ball.
7. Guest presentation (TBC).
8. Any other business.

Please see the next page for a nomination form for a member who wishes to
be elected as a Trustee.
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Trustee Nomination Form 2023

Member being nominated for election to serve as a Trustee on
the Council of the Shropshire Union Canal Society:

Full name:

Membership number:

Email address:

Signature:

Member making nomination

Full name:

Membership number:

Signature:

Please print the form, apply both signatures and post to:
Mrs Sue Ball (Society Secretary)
17 Bitham Court
Stretton
Burton on Trent
DE13 OXJ
Or email a photo or scan of the completed form to:

secretary@shropshireunion.org.uk.

Completed forms must be received by 18th November 2023.
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Accounts 2022-2023

The Shropshire Union Canal Society Limited —
abridged Report and Accounts for the year
ending 31st March 2023

This abridged Report and Accounts can be viewed in full on the Society’s
own website (see shropshireunion.org.uk/about-us/society-documents) and
will be available on the Charities Commission and Companies House
websites. The year has seen the completion of the Canal & River Trust-led,
HLF-funded restoration of the Montgomery Canal towards Crickheath so the
pattern for the Society’s income and expenditure has largely remained similar
to previous years but is now set to change as we start Crickheath South
restoration. We have, over the year, received a number of generous
donations and bequests which, together with improved returns from our
capital investments, has generated a generous surplus. We thank all who
have made a contribution to our efforts over the past year.

The Society’s Annual Report

The trustees present their annual report and financial statements for the year
ended 31st March 2023. The financial statements have been prepared in
accordance with the accounting policies set out in note 1 [in the full accounts]
to the financial statements and comply with the charity’s Articles, the
Companies Act 2006 and ‘Accounting and Reporting by Charities: Statement
of Recommended Practice applicable to charities preparing their accounts in
accordance with the Financial Reporting Standard applicable in the UK and
Republic of Ireland (FRS 102) (effective 1st January 2019).

Objectives and activities

The Society is committed to ensuring that the Shropshire Union Canal
network, covering the Llangollen and Montgomery Canals as well as the
Shropshire Union Canal itself including the Middlewich Branch, is maintained
and enhanced for the benefit of all users and visitors. We seek to influence
and encourage the Canal and River Trust to direct its efforts to the benefit of
all users through the maintenance and extension of facilities such as visitor
moorings, seats and picnic tables throughout the Shropshire Union Canal
network. The Society has continued to be involved with and to support a
number of sister organisations within our geographical area of activity. When
planning our activities for the year, we consider the Charity Commission’s
guidance on public benefit.
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We are actively committed to the restoration of the Montgomery Canal and
have, for the better part of 2022, remained focused on the length of the canal
between Pryces Bridge and Crickheath Bridge. This project, known as the
Crickheath HLF Phase, has been underway for five years and is now
complete with the channel rewatered to Crickheath Bridge. A formal opening
took place in June 2023. The next stage of restoration is to extend the
watered channel from Crickheath Bridge to a restored Schoolhouse Bridge
and to restore Crickheath Wharf itself; this is known as the Crickheath South
project. Initial planning and survey work is complete and work has
commenced to clear and shape the first stretch of the canal channel. More
detail of what restoration has been achieved can be found on our website
shropshireunion.org.uk/category/work-party with regular snippets published
through social media.

The completion of the Crickheath HLF Phase has allowed the Society to
return to some more traditional activities including organising walks and tours
of the lengths of the Montgomery Canal and maintenance and enhancement
of the Llangollen Canal in the Ellesmere area. This latter activity will be in
conjunction with the Canal & River Trust and is designed for members who
wish to volunteer but seek lighter activity than the heavier restoration work.
The Society would be delighted to extend its activities farther to include more
of the Shropshire Union system and, perhaps, take up the offer by the Canal
& River Trust to become involved with the survey of structures and buildings
that proliferate along our canals. To do so, however, requires members to
step forward and help organise and run these worthwhile activities.

For 2022, the basis for the Society’s annual funding cycle remained as
described for the last five years with restoration costs being met by the
project through the Canal & River Trust so our work parties were virtually cost
neutral. The Society’s new restoration project does enjoy support from the
trust but not on the same scale as before. We are much more dependent on
donations from members and the wider public and on third-party grants, large
and small. To this end we have started using a donation scheme linked to our
website; it is intended that this will form the key component for a future, wider
appeal for funding the next phase of restoration of the Montgomery Canal.
We are most grateful to all who have contributed over the past financial year.

This year the Society’s accounts again show a healthy surplus of £42,301
which includes a grant from the Oswestry Rural Parish Council received on
the last day of the financial year! When the revaluation of the Society’'s
investment is included, the surplus falls to £36,509.

(Continued on page 40)
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Accounts 2022-2023 — contd.

Statement of Financial Activities including Income
and Expenditure Account for the year ended 31st
March 2023

The statement of financial activities includes all gains and losses recognised
in the year.

All income and expenditure derive from continuing activities.

The statement of financial activities also complies with the requirements for
an income and expenditure account under the Companies Act 2006.

Balance Sheet as at 31st March 2023

Unrestricted Unrestricted
Funds Funds Restricted
General Designated Funds Total Total
2023 2023 2023 2023 2022
£ £ £ £ £
Income from:
Donations and 38,654 21,923 57,181 117,758 90,378
Legacies
Other Trading - 1,703 - 1.703 1,952
Income
Investment - 7,166 - 7,166 1,033
Income
Total Income 38,654 30,792 57,181 126,627 98,004
Expenditure on:
Raising Funds 4,334 - - 4334 4,784
Charitable 19,650 - 55,681 75,331 66,319
activities
Other 4,661 - - 4,661 1,982
Total 28,645 - 55,681 84,326 73,085
Expenditure
Net gains/ - (5,792) - (5,792) 6,437
(losses) on in-
vestments
Net movement 10,009 25,000 1,500 36,509 31,356
in funds
Fund balances at 51,609 176.000 32,370 259,979 228,623
1st April 2022
Fund balances 61,618 201,000 33,870 296,488 259,979
at 31st March
2023
Cuttings Autumn 2023 Page 40 7~

2023 2022
£ £ £ £
Fixed assets
Investments 88,981 94,773
Current assets
Debtors 1,868 5,498
Cash at Bank 219,279 174,385
221,147 179,883
Creditors:
Amounts falling due (2,340) (5,137)
within one year
Net current assets 218,807 174,746
Total assets less W m
current liabilities
Creditors
Amounts falling due after (11,300) (9,540)
more than one year
Net assets M m
Income funds - -
Restricted funds 33,870 32,370
Unrestricted funds — designated 201,00 176,000
Unrestricted funds — general 61,618 51,609
296,488 259,979
(Continued on page 42)
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Accounts 2022-2023 - contd. —

The company is entitled to the exemption from the audit requirement
contained in section 477 of the Companies Act 20086, for the year ended 31st
March 2023.

The directors acknowledge their responsibilities for complying with the
requirements of the Companies Act 2006 with respect to accounting records
and the preparation of financial statements.

The members have not required the company to obtain an audit of its
financial statements for the year in question in accordance with section 476.

These financial statements have been prepared in accordance with the
provisions applicable to companies subject to the small companies regime.

The financial statements were approved by the Trustees on 21st July 2023.

lan Hendley
Trustee
Company registration number 01069860
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Winter Stoppages 2023-2024

/

Dates Location Canal Notes
. Towpath closed,
6 Nov — 15 Dec Lock 2, Adderley SerJop_sh|re replacing lock
nion
gates
Willey Moor Lock, near -
1Jan -9 Feb Bradeley Green Llangollen Fitting lock gate
Poveys Lock, near Lock chamber
lozn—2eb Bradeley Green LRl repairs
. Towpath closed
Bottom narrow lock Shropshire L ’
2 Jan—16 Feb ’ : fitting gates,
Ellesmere Port Union general repairs
. Towpath closed,
2 Jan - 16 b | etnesn Hooke bane, | Shopsire | gas pipe
g refurbishment
Bridge 42, Tilstock Park . .
29 Jan — 1 Mar | Area between bridges | Llangollen t%:"\/d%ethrec?oas';sé
32-33, 50-51 P
Maijor works, de-
2 Jan — 15 Mar | Pontcysyllte Aqueduct | Llangollen watering of
aqueduct

As always, please check with C&RT stoppages pages — plans can and

do change!

For further information or later amendments to the above, please visit:

canalrivertrust.org.uk/media/report/winter-notices.pdf
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Membership News

We extend a warm welcome to the following new members:
Mr David & Mrs Alison Hodges of Rhayader
Mr Michael Clement of Oswestry
George Jackson & Eden Ledwidge of Rotherham
Mr Gordon Gamble of Emsworth
Mr Mike Alexander of Market Drayton

Members are reminded that annual subs were due on 1st July at the rate of
£15/year for Individual, Joint and Family members and £30/year for
Commercial members. Thanks to those of you who have already paid in full
and Life members don’t need to do anything.

If you haven’t paid your subs, or have paid at the old rate and need to make
up the difference, please can you do one of the following:

. Pay full subs online at shropshireunion.org.uk/subs or pay the subs
shortfall at shropshireunion.org.uk/subs-shortfall.

. Post your payment to me at the below address; please make cheques
payable to Shropshire Union Canal Society Limited.

. Make a one-off BACS transfer to Shropshire Union Canal Society
Limited business bank account at NatWest: Sort Code is 55-50-05;
Account Number is 01630962; Reference should be your membership
number or your full name.

. Set up a Standing Order for an initial payment for subs, or the subs
shortfall, and then a recurring payment on July 1 every year in favour
of Shropshire Union Canal Society Limited business bank account at
NatWest: Sort Code is 55-50-05; Account Number is 01630962;
Reference should be your membership number or your full name.

. Ask me for a Standing Order form.

Renewals will be confirmed by email or letter. Life members should also have
recently received an email or letter from me to check that the details that we
hold for them are still correct. If you haven’t had a confirmation email or letter
from me, please get in touch.

You can contact me about any membership matter at 42, Foyle Road,
Blackheath, SE3 7RH, telephone 07920 708255 or by emailing
memsec@shropshireunion.org.uk.

Richard Feeney
Membership Secretary

GPSNIRE Uy,
S 0y
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Dates for Your Diary

8 Jun —

Pontcysylite

Anglo Welsh’s ‘Little

20 Sep Boat trips Aqueduct Star’ boat trips
Mikron Theatre .
31 Aug Anchor Inn, High
7pm presents, Offley ST20 ONG | Fay what you feel
: . See
2 -3 Sep Wh|thheuSr;i:\f/1a(|3anal Wh'tChx:f: et whitchurchwaterway.
uk/canal-festival
Mikron Theatre
3 Sep presents ‘A Force | Coton Mill, Gnosall,
3pm | To Be Reckoned ST20 0BN Pay what you feel
With’
Bumble Hole Nature
8 Sep B?)Igt(i:rI: C;’:S”tm Reserve, Birmingham | Dudley No 2 Canal
9 DY2 9HB
. More information
23 Sep Local Canals Abbey Station, Abbey from Susan & Alan
19:30am= 1 “Exhibition | gy o or9ae, | Wilding 01743
0P y 359650
Huddlesford Huddlesford, near
23-24 Heritage Lichfield, See
Sep Gathering Staffordshire heritagegathering.uk
of Boats WS13 8PY
. More information
30 Sep - glicr)]atg:ganM dag(ﬁtcg Market Drayton, from
1 Oct gFestivaI P Shropshire canaltraders@outloo
k.com
9 Dec See page 36 for
11.00am S Al ABT. more details

Before travelling, you are advised to check with the event organisers
that there has been no change.
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Bits and Pieces

Advertising
Our advertising rates are:

. Half page: £75 for one year (four issues)
. Full page: £125 for one year (four issues)

There is a 10% discount for advertisers who are also Commercial Members.
Adverts can start in any issue and will be invoiced annually.

To find out more, please contact Richard Feeney on 07920 708255 or email
cuttingseditorial@shropshireunion.org.uk.

Please support our advertisers and mention that you saw their advert in
Cuttings magazine.

Articles & Contacting Cuttings

We are always pleased to receive contributions for Cuttings. Text, photos
etc. can be submitted by post or by email. If you are ‘no good at the words’,
simply send us the basis of your idea with all the relevant details and we will
gladly put an article together for you.

Cuttings postboxes:
. Post: Cuttings, 42 Foyle Road, Blackheath, London, SE3 7RH

. Tel.: 07920 708255
. Email: cuttingseditorial@shropshireunion.org.uk.

Copy Deadlines

Cuttings is published four times per year, in June, September, December
and March. Copy deadlines are 1st May, 1st August, 1st November and 1st
February. Copy cannot be accepted after these dates.

Disclaimer

The views expressed in Cuttings are not necessarily those of the Shropshire
Union Canal Society. We make every effort to ensure all dates and details
are correct as at time of going to press but please check before travelling to
any advertised event as changes may have been subsequently made.

Editorial Team

Richard Feeney, Sarah Freshwater, Jan Johnstone, Maurice Ward.
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Shropshire Union Canal Society — Membership Application/Renewal

Application: Renewal:

As an alternative to the F-

below form, you can E E

apply for membership

online at et transfer to the bank account

shropshireunion.org.uk/ E specified below, post a cheque

membership to the address specified below
or pay your subs* online at
shropshireunion.org.uk/subs

There is no need to complete
the form. Simply set up a
standing order or make a bank

PLEASE USE BLOCK CAPITALS

I/we hereby apply for membership of the Society and agree to abide by the rules of
the Society. I/we consent to the personal data contained in this application being
retained by the Society for the purposes of membership.

Title and name(s)
Address

Postcode

Telephone Email
Please tick and complete one of the following options:

O I/we enclose subs of £ * and a donation (optional) of £
O I/we have set up a standing order or made a bank transfer:

O Please send me/us a standing order form.

Please tick here to receive Cuttings magazine by email rather than by post O
Signed Date

If one of the applicants is a UK taxpayer, by completing the below declaration, the
Society will be able to claim tax relief on your donations (including subs):

The Shropshire Union Canal Society (Registered Charity No. 245875).

I want to Gift Aid all donations that | have made in the past 4 years and all future
donations to the above charity. Donations include my membership subs.

| am a UK taxpayer and understand that if | pay less Income Tax and/or Capital
Gains Tax than the amount of Gift Aid claimed on all my donations in that tax
year, it is my responsibility to pay any difference.

Signed Date
*Subs: Single, Joint, Family: £15/year; Life: £300.

Bank transfers and standing orders: pay Shropshire Union Canal Society Limited
business bank account at NatWest: Sort Code 55-50-05; Account Number 01630962;
reference should be your membership number or full name and postcode. Standing
orders should make the first payment immediately and on July 1 each year thereafter.

Cheques: make payable to Shropshire Union Canal Society Limited.

Completed forms: post to Richard Feeney, Membership Secretary, 42 Foyle Road,
London, SE3 7RH or email a photo or scan to memsec@shropshireunion.org.uk.
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~@> EVERYTHING
== CANAL BOATS

FOR ALL OF YOUR BOATING NEEDS

WE ARE BASED AT ° Boating Holidays

¢ Day Boat Hire
14 MARINAS e Holiday Cottages

AROUND THE UK e Caravan Parks
AND OFFER THE e Chandlery
FOLLOWING ¢ Boat Maintenance & Repairs

SERVICES e Marina Services
¢ Boat Sales
® Boat Management
® Moorings
® Boat Building

FIND OUT MORE

Go to our website for full
details of our services across
all areas of our business.

o www.everythingcanalboats.com
® Call us: 0330 333 0595
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