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Chairman’s Report 

I start with the sad news that the Society has lost three stalwart members 
who between them racked up over 50 years’ service on Council. 

As I am sure most members will by now know Rich Hamp, Vice President 
and former Chair of Council, died on 30th August. This is a great personal 
loss to those of us who had the pleasure of knowing Rich. A number of 
Council members attended a lovely celebration of Rich’s life down in West 
Wales in early October – a fitting tribute to the man. There is a full obituary on 
page 20 in this edition. 

As this edition was going to press, we got the news that both Derrick and 
Mary Awcock had died in the last weeks of October. They both served on 
Council with distinction for over 20 years – Derrick as Treasurer and Mary as 
Membership Secretary – as well as having influential roles in both the IWA 
and MWRT. There will be a full obituary in the next edition. 

As I am sure members know, the Society is an integral part of the ‘Restore 
the Montgomery Canal!’ appeal to support the restoration of the two-mile 
‘Shropshire Gap’ between Crickheath and Llanymynech. Launched at the 
Crickheath opening ceremony in early June with an initial target of £250,000, 
the good news is that the appeal is just under half way toward this figure. 
This is an amazing amount to raise in four months and is a great tribute to the 
volunteers from the three partner charities (MWRT/FoMC, IWA Shrewsbury 
and North Wales, and ourselves). A reminder that the appeal details are on 
localgiving.org/charity/restorethemontgomerycanal. Please keep up your 
fundraising efforts. 

Our restoration activities continue to make excellent progress. The current 
highlight for me is the restoration of the Crickheath tramway wharf where 
volunteers from the Cheshire Dry Stone Walling Association and the Society 
are painstakingly returning the structure to its former state. I am confident 
that this is going to be a feature of the restoration that the Society will be 
proud of. The other significant event is the water test on sections of the 
channel. Although the on-site part of the work is finished, the analysis of the 
results will not be available until after the copy date of this edition. More next 
time. 

The enhancement group has been quietly beavering away at Ellesmere over 
the summer and has attracted plaudits from C&RT, the local Town Council 
and towpath users alike. If you look carefully at the cover image you can see 
one of the recently renovated SUCS picnic benches. 
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Members will remember that earlier this year, Monty’s Brewery based in 
Montgomery created a new ale, ‘Navigation Pale’, to celebrate and support 
the restoration of the Montgomery Canal. A donation for every pint consumed 
is made towards the restoration funds. The beer was originally launched at 
the June opening of the Redwith to Crickheath section and is on sale in casks 
in pubs and restaurants along the line of the SU system. In the short period 
since its launch, nearly £1,000 has been donated. The beer has been so 
successful that Monty’s have now decided to bottle the beer for sale in 
supermarkets, off-licences and online. This means that members far and wide 
will be able to both enjoy a Christmas pint and in doing so help with the 
restoration. Cheers! 

The Society is very proud to have been asked to host the annual gathering of 
the Northern Canal Association next October. The NCA is an independent 
organisation linking restoration societies such as our own. The geographic 
definition of ‘northern’ is rather elastic and NCA in practice covers the whole 
country. The meeting will be an opportunity to both show what has and will be 
achieved on the Montgomery restoration and to learn from the experiences of 
many other similar endeavours. Again, more details to follow. 

Work continues apace on the two other current restoration projects on the 
Montgomery. Schoolhouse Bridge is nearing completion and the road over it 
may be re-opened by the time you read this. Reopening the canal under it 
might take a bit longer! My spies tell me that this winter will see major 
progress on the LUF work south of Llanymynech. This will include on-site 
work on the first of the new road bridges, more dredging and the development 
of the nature reserves designs. 

If you haven’t visited the Society’s social media channels, can I recommend 
that you have a look. They can be accessed in a variety of ways including via 
our website. There is always a large amount of interesting material on the SU 
system and canals elsewhere and as a result, our two Facebook pages and 
those on X (formerly known as Twitter), Instagram and Linkedin continue to 
gain followers. 

Finally, a reminder that our Annual General Meeting will be held via Zoom at 
11.00am on Saturday 9th December. As well as the formal business there will 
be the opportunity for questions and suggestions ‘from the floor’ and also a 
presentation from Richard Harrison of C&RT on the progress of the 
restoration of the Montgomery Canal in Wales. I hope to see you there! 

David Carter, SUCS Chairman 

https://localgiving.org/charity/restorethemontgomerycanal
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Editorial 

It’s hard to believe that here we are approaching Christmas and another year, 
along with the boating season, is coming to an end. 

Firstly, sad news. We will be moving into 2024 without the invaluable help of 
Rich Hamp who passed away in September. All who knew him agree that he 
will be sadly missed, his knowledge and expertise having proved invaluable 
in the past. To read David Carter’s obituary, please see page 20. Two other 
long-standing members of the Society also no longer with us are Mary and 
Derrick Awcock and a tribute to them both will appear in spring 2024 
Cuttings. Our thoughts are with the family. 

It is good to see that membership of the Society is steadily increasing with no 
less than eleven new members, some with their families, joining us during 
autumn 2023. We have allocated membership number 3,000 to the 
Bloomfield family from Bolton. Please continue to spread the news to your 
friends and neighbours and hopefully we will see bumper membership by this 
time next year. 

What a year 2023 was for SUCS as detailed in the last edition of Cuttings; 
much has been achieved and progress continues – see our detailed 
chairman’s report on page 4. To find out bang up to date information about 
2023 successes, you can also visit the Society’s webpage 
shropshireunion.org.uk. 

The Society stall has been out and about busy spreading the message of 
both the Montgomery and Shropshire Union canals. It was noted that many 
who visited in Whitchurch (including the Mayor who fully supports us), Pant 
and Shrewsbury were very knowledgeable on what the Society is aiming to 
achieve and impressed by the work our volunteers have accomplished to 
date. 

The Society continues to appeal for volunteers both for major works on the 
Monty and in Ellesmere where enhancement works such as weeding, 
painting, litter picking and towpath repairs commenced on the canal in May of 
this year. All are welcome and if you would like to get involved, see 
shropshireunion.org.uk/get-involved for more details. 

Finally, the Cuttings editorial team would like to wish you all a Merry 
Christmas and Happy New Year, and let’s raise a glass to an equally 
successful 2024 for SUCS as we had in 2023. 

Jan Johnstone on behalf of the Editorial Team 
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Fund Britain’s Waterways 

Earlier this year, IWA and its partners launched the Fund Britain’s Waterways 
(FBW) Action Group to campaign for national and local government to act to 
protect our heritage from the threat posed due to inadequate funding which is 
already seeing erosion problems on our waterways. In July this year, Defra 
announced that its future funding for C&RT would be a grant of over £400m 
for the ten-year period from April 2027. Current funding equates to £52.6m 
per year and according to C&RT, there will therefore be at least a 40% 
reduction of funding in real terms. The importance of maintaining our 
waterways cannot be understated; already they have proved to significantly 
improve well-being, as well as offering many other benefits including a safe 
haven for wildlife. 

Jan Johnstone 

Momentum continues to build behind FBW, the campaign group founded 
during the summer to secure sustainable future funding for the country’s 
canal and river navigations, as it further expands its membership, attracts 
growing public support and develops its campaign activities. 

Almost 100 organisations are now members (including the Shropshire Union 
Canal Society – Ed.) and numbers continue to grow. 

On 14th November, FBW began building on the recent success of campaign 
cruises in Birmingham and Gloucester with a Westminster Campaign Cruise, 
in which boats, including narrowboats and working boats, brought the 
campaign to the doorstep of Parliament. 

Britain’s waterways are enjoyed by millions of people each year and their 
associated businesses provide crucial employment for communities up and 
down the land. However, without sustainable funding for the future, all this is 
put at risk. 

Maintaining FBW’s momentum in the run up to the next General Election is 
essential and the group will continue to plan further events for the spring 
following November’s Westminster Campaign Cruise. 

Readers can play their part in the campaign as individuals by signing FBW’s 
public petition, which is set to soon exceed 50,000 signatures, and writing to 
their MPs. 

To find out more about the campaign and sign the petition go to 
waterways.org.uk/fund-britains-waterways. To join, you can also email 
membership@fundbritainswaterways.org.uk. 

Les Etheridge, Chair, FBW 

https://shropshireunion.org.uk
https://shropshireunion.org.uk/get-involved
https://waterways.org.uk/fund-britains-waterways
mailto:membership@fundbritainswaterways.org.uk


 

Cuttings Winter 2023 Page 8 

The need for ‘Hard Sides’ 

We recently had a query via social media about the engineering of the 
restored section of the Montgomery Canal between Redwith and Crickheath. 
David Carter project managed much of the restoration of this section and 
kindly answered the query which we thought might be of interest to readers... 

The newly reopened section from Redwith to Crickheath presented huge 
engineering problems in restoration. The land is flat and low-lying and the 
River Morda meandering across it created a boggy, ill-drained area: a ‘moss’ 
or peat bog. It is thought that, when constructed in the late 18th century, it 
‘ran on the water table’ – that is, it was cut into the ground and allowed to fill 
with water from the surrounding ground, safe in the knowledge the water 
level in the surrounding land would maintain the level in the canal. The 
channel shape had sloping sides to minimise (hand) excavation and there 
was no need for puddle lining. 

Fast forward to the 21st century. The surrounding land has been drained and 
farmed – though still bearing signs of its sluggish drainage. Drainage of land 
leads to subsidence and the canal is now raised above the level of the 
surrounding land. Any attempt to fill the unrestored channel with water would 
flood the surrounding area. In addition, modern geo-technical testing 
revealed that under the canal was a complex arrangement of sand, peat, and 
clay geology, inclined to shifting as it alternately soaked and then dried out. A 
modern canal engineer’s nightmare! 

The canal has been restored as far as possible to the original channel profile 
with sloping sides, a deep-water channel in the middle and since it is now 
largely above the water table, a lining system installed to make it watertight. 
Four layers of differing waterproofing materials were laid over the entire 
length and width of the canal. Being thin layers, potentially easily punctured if 
subject to suction from boat propellers, they had to be protected from 

Redwith to Crickheath restoration 

The two images show the bank subsidence caused by the peat in the 
channel and also the nearly finished channel covered with lining and blocks. 

Note that the finished canal bed is higher than the surrounding fields 
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Fundraising 

In October, SUCS was re-accepted as a local cause in the 
Oswestry area of the Co-op Local Community Fund 2023. The 
last year has seen £1,007 raised for us, so a big thanks to all 
who have supported us! 

For anyone wishing to participate, there is a short procedure to 
register, as outlined below: 

1. Become a member, if you are not already, at: coop.co.uk/membership. 

2. Choose SUCS as a local cause if your home postcode is within 15 
miles of Oswestry. If you live further away you can still support us but 
you need to use the link at: membership.coop.co.uk/causes/81188. 

3. Present your Co-op card whenever you shop. 

Once registered, you only need to show your Co-op membership card when 
purchasing any Co-op branded goods for the Society to receive 1% of your 
spend. Even better, as a member of the Co-op, you will receive 2% as a 
personal dividend. 

Having been selected as a local cause, SUCS will receive at least £1,000 but 
the sky is the limit with enough support. 

The Postcode Local Trust, which awards grants funded 
by players of The People’s Postcode Lottery, has 
decided to support SUCS for a second year with a grant 
of £17,500. Thank you very much Postcode Lottery Trust 
and, of course, all the players of the lottery. 

The funding is for unrestricted general use but we are hoping to identify one 
or two ‘small’ canal projects in the Shropshire Union area which will be 
beneficial to the local community and can be attributed to the postcode fund. 

Clive Robertson 

damage by being weighted down to keep them in place. Over the whole 
length, over 100,000 concrete blocks were laid over the entire base of the 
channel as lining protection, so for this reason, the canal has a ‘hard bottom’ 
and fairly unyielding sides as well. 

Two other points. From the amount of stone found in the bed of the canal 
near Redwith, it was thought the towpath edge originally had a stone wall. 
The Heritage Lottery grant required restoration to be as near as possible to 
the original design. Thus the towpath was formed as an earth bank faced with 
bank protection piles and topped with a stone face. Nearer Crickheath, the 
ground was composed of very deep beds of peat. Here, both banks had to be 
formed as embankments of reinforced stone which ‘floated’ on the peat and 
were then lined. Yet more reasons why the sides are hard and unyielding. 

https://shropshireunion.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/092-Hard-Sides-1-Cuttings-2013-12-David-Carter.jpg
https://shropshireunion.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/092-Hard-Sides-2-Cuttings-2013-12-David-Carter.jpg
https://coop.co.uk/membership
https://membership.coop.co.uk/causes/81188
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Sorry, there are no prizes for this quiz but test how many of the below terms 
you know the meaning of. Answers can be found on page 22. No sneaking a 
look at the answers beforehand! 

Jan Johnstone 

Quiz 

Baccering Blow Chalico Josher Keb 

Loodel Nips Snatcher Snubber Stank 

Stemmed up Window Wings   
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Market Drayton Community 

 Amateur Sports Club 

Betton Rd, Market Drayton TF9 1HH 

01630 652786 

www.draytonsportsclub.com 

A warm welcome with fitness and sporting facilities open to 

members & non-members. Activities include gym, boxing, various 

fitness classes, cricket and & beauty therapy. We also have a bar 

where you can relax & enjoy a drink on Thursday and Fridays 

evenings from 6pm to 9pm. 

Free Tours of Ellesmere Yard 

The Ellesmere maintenance yard on the Llangollen Canal has been in 
continuous use since 1806. The restored Shropshire Union fly-boat ‘Saturn’ is 
also based there. 

Free tours of the yard are offered all the year around on the second Saturday 
of each month. Note that ‘Saturn’ is not always present but it will be there 
through to March 2024. 

Further information is available in a leaflet which also explains how to book a 
tour, see tinyurl.com/6zujtkjw (SUCS). A tour can also be booked by visiting 
tinyurl.com/44tyeajm (Eventbrite). Lastly, a tour for a discrete group can be 
arranged at almost any time during the week depending on the availability of 
the volunteer guides. A maximum of 20 is a comfortable number for the 
group. If this is an option, please drop a line to ellesmereyard@gmail.com. 

Dr Maurice D Ward 

https://aqueductmarina.co.uk/
http://www.draytonsportsclub.com
https://tinyurl.com/6zujtkjw
https://tinyurl.com/44tyeajm
mailto:ellesmereyard@gmail.com
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The 29th and 30th of July saw the Society’s publicity stand on duty at the 
IWA Chester & Merseyside ‘Restoration Showcase Update’ (formed to 
promote canal and navigable river projects) aboard the ex-SURCC steam tug 
‘Daniel Adamson’ (the ‘Danny’) at Sutton Weaver on the River Weaver. 

In total, nine canal organisations from Shropshire, Cheshire and Greater 
Manchester, with Sue Ball representing SUCS, set up stalls with willing 
volunteers ever ready to talk, answer questions and exchange opinions. The 
public engaged with the exhibitors who were able to show how waterways 
bring benefits to local communities and a good time was had by all. 

Laughter, reminiscences, cups of tea and camaraderie all helped things 
along with new members recruited, new volunteers ‘engaged’ and folks giving 
generously both of their time and donations. 

Thanks to the IWA Chester & Merseyside branch, especially Jim Forkin, for 
arranging the event and we look forward to the next event, hopefully in 2025. 

Sunday 27th August saw the SUCS publicity stand in attendance at PantFest 
in Pant which lies ‘cheek by jowl’ with Llanymynech on the Monty, each either 
side of the border. Both have a curiously similar history sharing in the 
development and proceeds of the limestone quarries in the hills above and 
possessing adjacent wharves on the canal. 

Tom Fulda and Sue Ball attended the local music festival organised in their 
grounds by the Cross Guns hostelry and throughout the afternoon they, along 
with the public, were entertained by a variety of local tribute acts of a very 
decent standard. Ably assisted by IWA Shrewsbury & North Wales 
colleagues, Dawn & David Alwyn, and Friend of the Montgomery Canal, 
Sean Bish (who also moonlights as a Shropshire Boatman), Tom and Sue 
worked hard to raise the profile of the Monty and publicise the Society’s 
successes. SUCS leaflets and Monty Appeal fliers were handed out and the 
locals, an impressive number of whom seemed to know all about the Society 
(this shows previous publicity is working, wouldn’t you say?), were generous 
with their donations. All in all, a very satisfying occasion on many fronts. 
Thanks to the Cross Guns for inviting SUCS and to Dawn, David and Sean 
for making it a multi-agency occasion. Here’s to the next time! 

The Whitchurch Canal Festival took place 2nd–3rd September 2023 and was 
attended by Jan Johnstone and Sue Ball. Organised by the Whitchurch 
Waterways Trust, it took place on the Whitchurch canal arm leading off the 
Llangollen Canal as well as additional surrounding areas. Visitors to the 
SUCS stand were frequent with a good proportion aware of the Society and 
the work that has been carried out over the last few years. Donations were 
made and “keep up the good work” was a phrase heard often. 

A colourful event with plenty to see with numerous stalls and narrowboat 

SUCS on the Road 
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traders. A variety of live music 
featured including The 
Shropshire Boatmen. Among 
traditional boats on display 
was the last surviving wooden 
SUC fly-boat ‘Saturn’ which 
offered the public the 
opportunity to step aboard 
and view the cabin. Visitors 
stopping to chat over the 
weekend included: Andy Hall, 
Mayor of Whitchurch; Dawn 
Lewis, Mayoress; Councillor 
Peggy Mullock; and the 
Deputy Lord Lieutenant of 
Shropshire, Dr Tullis Matson. 
It was also good to see and chat with Peter Brown, author of the book The 
Shropshire Union Canal. All profits from the event will go towards maintaining 
the running of the Whitchurch arm. Thanks to Richard Martin, Society 
member, for helping out with the stall on the Sunday. 

On 23rd September, Abbey Railway 
Station in Shrewsbury was the location 
for the SUCS stall with David Carter, Jan 
Johnstone and Sue Ball on duty. Other 
exhibitors taking part included the Friends 
of the Montgomery, IWA Shrewsbury & 
Border Counties and the Shrewsbury & 
Newport Canals Trust. It was well 
attended throughout the day with at least 
two persons interested in joining as 
SUCS volunteers. Also paying a visit was 
Shropshire Council Leader Lesley Picton 
who is an advocate of the Marches 
Forward Partnership which offers 
opportunities to establish a collaboration 
framework for neighbouring local 
authority areas with shared needs and 
interests, thus hopefully attracting 
government funding for joint projects. A 
steady stream of visitors passed through, 
many of whom were knowledgeable 
concerning the work being carried out by all groups as well as full of 
admiration for what had been achieved so far. Altogether a very successful 
day and thanks go to Alan and Susan Wilding for arranging the event and to 
David Carter for helping out. 

Jan Johnstone and Sue Ball 

Photo J Johnstone 

Photo J Johnstone 

https://shropshireunion.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/85-Abbey-Station-Exhibition-Cuttings-2023-12-Jan-Johnstone.jpg
https://shropshireunion.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/085-Whitchurch-Canal-Festival-Cuttings-2023-12-Jan-Johnstone.jpg
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Update from Michael Limbrey 

I am delighted to say that by late October, the new ‘Restore the Montgomery 
Canal!’ appeal, which was launched in June, had reached over £117,000. 

Though we are not given the addresses of many who donate through 
LocalGiving – localgiving.org/appeal/montgomerycanal – of those who do, 19 
per cent are from Wales and Shropshire, 15 per cent from the Midlands, 28 
per cent from Scotland and the north of England and 38 per cent from  
London and the south. Interesting to note that ‘Restore the Montgomery 
Canal!’ membership of LocalGiving was the source of the recent towpath 
grant from National Grid Community Matters Fund. 

Recently one supporter raised several hundred pounds by asking for 
donations instead of birthday presents. Could you do something similar or 
could you add to those who are making regular donations, perhaps only the 
cost of a couple of cups of coffee each month? Alternatively can you help us 
take the appeal to your community or to some of the events that we are 
looking at for next year? 

A family company was so impressed with the restoration and the volunteers’ 
achievements that it sent a donation of £25,000 to the appeal in the hope 
that other companies or donors would recognise the value of the restoration 
and give similar support. Do you know anyone who could share our 
enthusiasm for the benefits I mentioned earlier – for local communities and 
visitors – who might support the appeal in the same way? 

Currently the appeal is for Crickheath South but until June it focussed on 
Schoolhouse Bridge. The bridge reconstruction started in April and in August 
a few of us were able at short notice to watch the arches being installed. It 
was quite spectacular and if you have not seen it there is a video from Alan 
Wilding of IWA at tinyurl.com/2m9ab7y9 (YouTube). The more technical may 
be interested in the explanation by former British Waterways canal manager, 
now volunteer, Phil Parker at themontgomerycanal.org.uk/schoolhouse-
bridge. 

With arch pre-cast spandrels and 
parapet units fitted, it was the turn 
of the bridge approaches which 
have complex gabion and 
reinforced earth embankments. 
They were largely in place by the 
end of October and work is under 
way to build up the road 
approaches to the bridge, 
unfortunately delayed by recent 
rain. Weather permitting, the 

Photo G Deakin 
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contractors could finish in the next few weeks leaving some clearing and 
landscaping for volunteers (saving expense). We will be pleased to be 
inundated with offers of help to schoolhouse@themontgomerycanal.org.uk. 

There will soon be more developments through the Levelling-Up project in 
Powys. Expect resumed dredging in the project section and planning 
applications are in for new bridges at Carreghofa Lane (a fixed bridge to 
replace Wall’s Bridge) and Williams Bridge (where the debate continues over 
whether the crossing should be fixed or moveable – cheaper but with 
ongoing maintenance costs) and new off-line nature reserves (as part of our 
commitment to safeguard wildlife and habitats). 

John Dodwell 

It was a pleasure to hear that John Dodwell, who chairs the Montgomery 
Canal Partnership, was awarded the IWA’s Christopher Power Prize at its 
AGM in September. The prize is awarded to a person, society or trust which 
has made the most significant contribution to the restoration of an inland 
waterway. 

Some may remember one 
event keeping the Montgomery 
restoration alive when a plaque 
was unveiled in Welshpool in 
2009. John joined others who 
like him had taken part in the 
Big Dig 40 years earlier – Pat 
Wilson of SUCS, Nancy 
Millington of Welshpool and 
much-missed Harry Arnold. 

In awarding the prize, the IWA 
complimented the Montgomery 

Canal record for accessing substantial new sources of funding, due largely to 
John’s in-depth knowledge of funders and his skill in preparing bids. It also 
highlighted the praise of other major restoration groups for John’s willingness 
to share his deep knowledge of SSSIs and to offer support in a discreet way 
saying that he is “a highly effective ambassador for the wider inland 
waterways restoration movement”. 

John nominated the Restore the Montgomery Canal! appeal for the cash 
prize that goes with the award. Thank you, John, and congratulations on a 
richly deserved award. 

Michael Limbrey 

Left to right: Pat Wilson, Nancy Millington, 
John Dodwell and Harry Arnold 

https://localgiving.org/appeal/montgomerycanal
https://tinyurl.com/2m9ab7y9
https://themontgomerycanal.org.uk/schoolhouse-bridge
https://themontgomerycanal.org.uk/schoolhouse-bridge
https://shropshireunion.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/103-SHB-Cuttings-2023-12-Graham-Deakin.jpg
mailto:schoolhouse@themontgomerycanal.org.uk
https://shropshireunion.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/104-Big-Dig-40-Cuttings-2023-12-Michael-Limbrey.jpg
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Sue Ball attended the latest meeting of the Northern Canals Association 
(NCA) on the Society’s behalf and reports on proceedings... 

8th October saw a gathering of the NCA, the second of the year, in Radcliffe, 
Manchester and hosted by the Manchester, Bolton & Bury Canal Society 
(MBBCS). Built in the early 1790s, the 15-mile MBB canal climbs from its 
junction with the River Irwell in Salford by 17 locks and 6 aqueducts to both 
Bolton and Bury. A major breach in 1936 led to abandonment. The MBBCS 
was formed in 1987 to protect the canal and campaign for its restoration. 

The NCA forum allows all restoration societies to come together and 
exchange news and view. Proceedings started with the MBBCS introducing 
us to their canal with infectious enthusiasm. 

The last 50 years or so of canal restoration were put into context in the 
National Restoration Perspective. Every restoration scheme is different and 
most of the ‘easy’ schemes are now complete, especially those connected to 
the national network. Those remaining generally require complex and 
expensive engineering solutions. 

The regulatory framework covering restoration schemes has dramatically 

Northern Canals Association 

RICHARD POTTER LTD 

Supplier of quality hardwoods, softwoods and sheet materials to many 
narrowboat owners. We always have large stocks of veneered and 

marine plywood together with extensive stocks of other sheets, 
hardwoods, etc. We offer a full cutting to size and machining service 

and a local delivery service. 

Millstone Lane, Nantwich, Cheshire CW5 5PN 

Telephone 01270 625791 

Monday - Friday: 8:00am to 4:00pm 

Saturday: 8:00am to 12:30pm 

Sunday (stock & shop sales only):- 

Summer Mar-Oct: 10:00am to 12:30pm 

Winter Nov-Feb: Closed 

Website address www.fortimber.co.uk 

E-mail richardpotter@fortimber.co.uk 
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Chas Hardern Boats Ltd est 1972 

Family run 2 - 6 berth warm and comfortable narrowboats for hire. All year 
cruising. Short breaks generally available. Dog friendly. Excellent tuition. 

Services on site: diesel, gas, pump-out, gift shop. 

Also: Gas Safe engineer, 24hr breakdown service. 40 years experience with 
all engine and internal boat repairs. 

Members of IWA, BMF, APCO, FSB Hireboat handover external audit 

T: 01829 732595 Email: chasboats@aol.com Web: www.chashardern.co.uk 

changed in complexity from the early days, while the funding available during 
the 1990s and 2000s has dried up. However, the message was that although 
we may be in a lull just now, all should not be gloom and despondency: major 
schemes will complete, especially of significant canals linked to the system, 
and small local restoration schemes will come to the fore. 

Richard Parry, Chief Executive of Canal & River Trust (C&RT), spoke on 
Future Funding and Prospects for Restoration. He discussed the unhappy 
situation resulting from the DEFRA announcement of progressive reductions 
in government grant funding up to 2036/7 and that it will not be possible to 
sustain the waterways network in its current format post 2027. Thus, it is vital 
to convince government to recognise the impact. Mobilising support for 
C&RT’s ‘Keep Canals Alive’ campaign is well under way but C&RT will have 
to adopt a risk-averse approach taking on no additional responsibilities 
without funding. The worst-case scenario is that C&RT has to concentrate on 
keeping the core waterways/services intact. 

Local Community Engagement then came to the fore. The Accessible 
Waterways Association described their work in aiming to raise awareness 
that there are disabled people who boat, and the local C&RT Community 
Engagement Officer introduced us to Storymapping. 

Personally, I came away from the day with a feeling of hope. In spite of the 
dire news of cuts to C&RT funding, there was a vibrancy, positivity and a ‘can 
do’ and never-give-up feel to the messages from contributors.  

follow us 
on facebook 

http://www.fortimber.co.uk
mailto:richardpotter@fortimber.co.uk
mailto:chasboats@aol.com
http://www.chashardern.co.uk
https://www.facebook.com/ChasHardernBoats/
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We were intrigued by Bridget Sarah Graham posting on the Society’s 
Facebook Group that her great, great, great, great grandfather was George 
Watson Buck, an engineer on the Montgomery Canal. Buck is  seldom 
mentioned but his achievements are as noteworthy as those of the more well-
known names in the canal world. There follows a brief history of his career... 

Born near Norwich on 1st April 1789, George Watson Buck was intended by 
his father for work in trade as a wholesaler. However, this did not appeal to 
George and around 1807, he had found employment with the East London 
Waterworks Company. From thence he went on to be taken on as engineer 
with similar projects. In 1818, George Watson Buck was working on the 
Montgomery Canal, moving to live in Welshpool as he took up his new 
position as engineer on the Eastern branch of the Montgomery Canal 
(Carreghofa to Garthmyl) just 22 years after it had opened. 

By 1821, he had been appointed a member of the Institution of Civil 
Engineers and his knowledge was certainly needed as one of the first tasks 
on the Monty was to begin repairs. Numerous problems had arisen on the 
canal since its inception as the work undertaken by John and Thomas 
Dadsford (original builders) was both poor and in need of re-construction. 

He went on to concentrate on many repairs which more or less involved the 
entire canal. He vastly improved lock construction while 1823 saw him 
improving the damaged masonry on Vyrnwy Aqueduct installing wrought-iron 
tie rods and cast-iron face plates and beams which can still be seen today. 

Other improvements included cast-iron railings on the aqueducts and a new 
type of paddle gear for lock sluices. He was also credited with the unique 
design of the lock paddles on the Eastern branch, introduced in 1831. 

He went on to re-build the Brithdir aqueduct installing a cast-iron trough. 
Other works included cast-iron overbridges and lock-gates. In 1832, George 
was appointed engineer for the Western branch of the canal (Garthmyl to 
Newtown) built by Jessop during the years 1815–1819. 

Just one year later, however, he made the decision to remove his expertise 
from canals to concentrate on the railways, going on to work for Robert 
Stephenson during the build of the London and Birmingham Railway. 

Perhaps one of George’s most spectacular railway builds is the Manchester 
to London railway viaduct at Stockport. George solved the problem of 
‘bridging the gap’ by building an amazing 27-arch viaduct that is still in 
existence. It took one year to build, 600 men were involved both day and 
night and 11,000,000 bricks were used. Today, it is still the biggest structure 
built of bricks in Europe. 

In 1839, George published his book A Practical and Theoretical Essay on 

Engineer George Watson Buck 
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Below is what will hopefully be the first in a series of articles on the wildlife 
and nature that can be seen on the SU network... 

The Montgomery canal has been voted by 
C&RT as one of the six best places to spot 
kingfishers, with Queen’s Head, near 
Oswestry, an area particularly identified. See 
tinyurl.com/3pzzbuzc (C&RT). 

With much of the Monty registered as a Site 
of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI), it is 
already recognised that wildlife thrives along 
its waterways and that it is one of the most 
important canals in the country for nature. 

The Welsh section particularly has been 
identified as of international importance, 
having been selected as a Special Area of Conversation for its rare aquatic 
plants such as the Floating Water Plantain with its oval-shaped green leaves 
and small white flowers. 

It was in 1986 that an area at Aston Locks was first registered as an SSSI 
due to rare species being discovered there and with the further addition of 
two large ponds – the project completed in 2018 – the area is now 
recognised as a secure environment for wildlife. 

Among the wildlife species you might spot are damselflies, dragonflies, grass 
snakes, water voles, otters and squirrels and a wide variety of bird species 
including the kingfisher. Even a cormorant has been recorded on the canal 
searching for a meal. 

To enjoy a walk and hopefully spot the bright blue and orange flash of the 
tiny kingfisher in its rapid flight, head for Queen’s Head, Oswestry. On arrival 
you will see a C&RT car park (SY11 4EB). From there follow the circular 
orange waymark sign reading Aston Lock Ramble/Tramwy Lociau Aston. 
The walk is approximately two miles in length and classed as easy. 

Jan Johnstone 

Oblique Bridges – a book which is still available. By the 1840s, however, at 
the age of 51 and suffering from ill-health, he moved to the Isle of Man where 
on 9th March 1854 he died of scarlatina. 

Today, if you visit Llanymynech Wharf Visitor Centre on the Monty, you can 
take a half-hour trip on the ‘George Watson Buck’ narrowboat, named rightly 
for this amazing engineer. See llanylime.co.uk/about/canal-boat-trips for 
more information. 

Jan Johnstone 

Kingfishers at Queen’s Head 

Photo C&RT 

https://tinyurl.com/3pzzbuzc
https://llanylime.co.uk/about/canal-boat-trips
https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/media/image/cz13TesYX3X3k0RQbZ8XAA/z5hlASSMFtw6Anr7FzJgajqesU0FavtCmTwN5_sPb-Y/w:1024/g:sm/aHR0cHM6Ly9jcnRwcm9kY21zdWtzMDEuYmxvYi5jb3JlLndpbmRvd3MubmV0L2ltYWdlLzAxODlhYjkxLWZmZmYtNzE2NC1hMjNmLTc0YzgwZDMwNTI4Zg.webp
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Rich Hamp, former Chair of the Society, sadly died on 30th August. He had 
been diagnosed with cancer a number of years ago and had endured this 
with his customary fortitude. I hope that these few words go some way toward 
summing up the man and his major contribution to the Society and the wider 
canal world. 

Rich grew up in South London and enjoyed sports, particularly rugby and 
athletics. He also fancied himself as a bit of an actor. He didn’t enjoy school 
much and left at 16 and worked for the BBC. In the early 1970s he moved to 
west Wales and applied his talents in the building trade, including the 
renovation of a derelict cottage in which he and Mags lived. 

Following several canal holidays, Rich joined the Society as a volunteer 
during the Newhouse Lock restoration in 2004. It quickly became apparent 
that he was most knowledgeable in all construction matters which he was 
characteristically always generous in sharing. He soon showed a flair for 
organisation as well. He did an outstanding job in the organisation of the 
celebratory opening of Newhouse Lock 2006. 

Rich came on to the Society Council shortly after Newhouse was finished, 
this while continuing his work as a volunteer. During the Redwith restoration 
project, he was largely responsible for the creation of the role of Welfare 
Officer as a part of the site management team. This meant that functions 
such as site welfare, accommodation and training were in his capable hands 
– thus relieving successive project managers of a considerable burden. Rich 
continued in the welfare officer role until his retirement in 2021 although, as 
always, he remained supportive of his successors in the various roles. 

In 2015, he became acting Chair of Council and in 2017 became the 
permanent chair. He discharged this role with distinction until 2021 when he 
stood down due to ill health. Rich’s seven years in the hot seat saw the 
Society successfully overcome a number of major challenges, notably to 
adapt its relationship with British Waterways to that with C&RT and to ensure 
that it was able to perform the main contractor role on the large-scale works 
on the Pryces to Crickheath section. 

He completely revised the Society’s health and safety systems and put them 
on a professional level. Rich, always an advocate of forward planning, 
initiated a succession plan for Council members and restoration volunteers 
which should ‘future proof’ the Society. He was also the Society archivist and 
often hit the road to give talks and represent the Society. 

Rich was still an attendee at work parties until the middle of this year. We are 
all beneficiaries of his company, technical help and sage advice. His last 

Rich Hamp – Obituary 
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major contribution to the Society was the characteristically highly successful 
organisation of the June opening celebrations for the Pryces to Crickheath 
section of the Montgomery Canal. 

We all remember Rich as a lovely man, unfailingly civil and polite. He was 
entirely approachable by all comers. His advice was always very perceptive 
and grounded, his outlook realistic, pragmatic yet enthusiastic. Presented 
with a problem he never sat back and did nothing, he just got stuck in and 
saw it through. He had a fine sense of humour and was a great bloke to have 
a pint with. He will be so very missed by all connected to the Society and the 
canal world. 

David Carter 

Rich (centre) as we want to remember him. Pictured at the opening 
celebrations on June 3. Photo C Bryan-Smith 

Please note that the Society is no longer collecting used stamps. 

We would like to thank Pat Wilson who has been collecting used stamps over 
many years and has been able to sell them and contribute a significant 
amount to Society funds. However, as it is no longer possible to realise a 
worthwhile amount from used stamps, we have made the decision to 
discontinue collecting. 

Our grateful thanks go out to all of you who have provided used stamps in the 
past. 

Used Stamps 

https://shropshireunion.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/77-Rich-Hamp.jpg
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Don’t read the below until you’ve seen the quiz on page 10. Definitions for 

the terms in the quiz can be seen below... 

Baccering: Term used by horse-boat crews when the horse travelled 

unsupervised, often with a boot hung from a rope to drag along the towpath 

behind thus giving the impression (to the horse) he was accompanied. 

Blow: A historical term for the warning given when approaching blind bends 

or tunnels; in the old days of horse-boats, skippers would crack their whips or 

blow a brass horn. Today it’s more usual to lean on the boat horn! 

Chalico: A mixture of Stockholm tar, cow-hair and horse dung used for 

sealing wooden boats. 

Josher: Fellows, Morton and Clayton boats; Mr Fellows first name being 

Joshua. 

Keb: A historical term for an iron rake used for fishing up coal and other 

items from the bottom of the canal, particularly around wharves. Long-

handled with prongs at right-angles, today more usually called rakes. 

Loodel: An extension staff used on barge tillers when carrying high loads. 

Nips: A historical term for any narrow part of the canal. A good example is 

the rocky section over the River Dee on the Llangollen. Nips are also found 

on aqueducts, in tunnels and under bridges. A particularly narrow tunnel is 

Berwick Tunnel on the abandoned Shrewsbury and Newport Canal being just 

7 foot wide, 6 foot high.  

Snatcher: A short towing rope. 

Snubber: A long towing rope. 

Stank: A temporary water-tight dam on a canal. 

Stemmed up: A term used when boats went aground on mud banks. 

Wings: Boards which men and women lay on when legging through canal 

tunnels. 

Window: A boatman’s historical term for guillotine locks. 

You’ve done well if you were able to define 10 or more of the terms. 

Jan Johnstone 

Quiz Answers 
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https://www.bilgeaway.com/
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As we draw towards the end of the year, so too do we draw towards the end 
of this year’s pilot scheme activities which cover phases 1A and 1B of the 
Crickheath South restoration project.  

There have been three work 
parties since the last update. 
Having received sign-off from 
C&RT for our temporary dam 
construction, four clay dams 
were constructed creating two 
separate areas of channel for 
water testing. In October, the 
testing commenced. The first 
job was to position a large 
pump by Crickheath Bridge and 
install pipework taking water 
from Crickheath Basin to the 
two test areas.  

It soon became apparent that the area 
in 1B did not hold water and would 
require some form of waterproofing 
solution – not a total surprise. 
Performance in the 1A area was 
significantly better though it is still too 
early to confirm the design in this 
area. The water test results will be 
evaluated by C&RT in the coming 
weeks and the design and 
specification finalised thereafter. We 
will start work in the new year. 

 

But there has been plenty more activity and excitement in addition to the 
water tests.  

The Society gratefully acknowledges a generous grant of £14,600 received in 
July from the Association for Industrial Archaeology towards the cost of 
repairing the tramway wharf. A substantial proportion of the grant will go 
towards new hand-tooled, natural stone copings to replace some of the 
original copings that had crumbled over the last couple of centuries. These 
coping stones, together with the re-usable original copings, are placed on top 
of the repaired dry stone wharf wall. Volunteers from the Dry Stone Walling 
Association (DSWA), assisted by Society volunteers, have made tremendous 

Winter Restoration Update 

Water test pump being delivered 

Shape of things to come: 
1A water test 

 

 Page 25 Cuttings Winter 2023 

progress repairing the wharf wall with much now ready for the copings to be 
replaced. Once again, we take the opportunity to thank the DSWA volunteers 
for providing their expertise and working together with the Society so 
supportively. 

A further grant of £7,351 has been awarded to Montgomery Waterway 
Restoration Trust by the National Grid ‘Community Matters Fund’. This 
covers environmental improvements and has enabled the Society to 
reconstruct the towpath in phase 1B. Work started in August and, with a 
mighty push, was concluded at the October work party. Together with the 
grant from Oswestry Rural Parish Council earlier in the year, towpath 
improvements now stretch over 470 metres south from Crickheath Bridge 
(leaving three access points for the future channel works). The National Grid 
grant also covers the cost of hedge and tree planting which will be 
undertaken shortly. 

A further achievement in October was completion of the repairs, and in some 
places rebuilding, of the towpath side wash wall at Crickheath Bridge. 

(Continued overleaf) 

Great progress on wharf wall repairs 

Towpath under construction…  …and stretching away into the 
distance 

https://shropshireunion.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/78-Cuttings-2023-12-Restoration-Update-2-Tom-Fulda-2412.jpg
https://shropshireunion.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/78-Cuttings-2023-12-Restoration-Update-6-Tom-Fulda-2464.jpg
https://shropshireunion.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/78-Cuttings-2023-12-Restoration-Update-7-Tom-Fulda-Network-Rail-CSR.jpg
https://shropshireunion.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/78-Cuttings-2023-12-Restoration-Update-3-Tom-Fulda-2437.jpg
https://shropshireunion.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/78-Cuttings-2023-12-Restoration-Update-1-Tom-Fulda-2283.jpg
https://shropshireunion.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/78-Cuttings-2023-12-Restoration-Update-5-Tom-Fulda-2459.jpg
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Winter Restoration Update – cont. 

As can be seen, a tremendous 
amount of progress has been 
made this year. A wide variety of 
preparatory tasks have been 
undertaken, ready for restoration of 
the channel next year! 

Tom Fulda 

The Accessible Waterways Association 
seeks to raise awareness of disabled boaters 
and other waterway users. It also campaigns 
to make UK waterways accessible to all as 
far as possible, as well as acting as a hub of 
information for those who need to find out 
more. Liaising with waterways authorities 
regarding accessibility, they also make links 
with third parties such as Sustrans, local 
councils etc to raise awareness of what is 
needed in the vicinity of both waterways and 
access routes to and from same. To find out 
much more, see awa-uk.org.uk. 

Jan Johnstone 

On 2nd December, C&RT and the Accessible Waterways Association are 
hosting an event in Birmingham dedicated to accessibility and the waterways. 
The day is aimed at anyone who has or cares about accessibility needs, 
including boaters, walkers and wheelers on the towpaths, and others who 
want to enjoy the inland waterways in any manner. 

The event will take place at Trefoil House, 2 Ellis Street, Birmingham B1 1HL 
from 10.30am to 6.00pm. Tickets are available via Eventbrite. 

The main programme commences at 11:00am with Tracey Clarke, founder of 
the Accessible Waterways Association and the self-styled ‘blind boater’, 

Accessible Waterways 

Job done: wash wall repairs completed 
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Just 200 yards from 
Bridge 85 on the 

Shropshire Union Canal. 
Tie up near Hack Green 

Locks. 

A unique and exciting day out for all the family 

Discover the underground world of nuclear 
government. If the UK had been attacked, the 
35,000 square foot bunker would have been the 
wartime HQ. Entering through the massive blast 
doors, you are transported into the secret world of 
the cold war. Descend into the bunker’s maze of 
passages and rooms to see the BBC Studio, 
Decontamination Room, Missile Early Warning 
System, Communications Centre, Life Support 

Systems and much more. With audio-visual guides and the Soviet Spy-Mouse Trail to 
occupy the children, you’re sure to enjoy an eye-opening trip! 

NAAFI-style café. Disabled and Mother & Baby facilities. 
An all-weather attraction, open all year from 10.30 am. Please ring for 

details of winter opening from November to March. 
Go to hackgreen.co.uk or ring 01270 629219.  

We appealed for letters in the last edition of Cuttings and are a little disap-
pointed that none have been received. Please share your thoughts, good or 
bad, on the Shropshire Union network, Cuttings, the Society or anything else 
canal-related. Contact details are on page 46. 

The Cuttings Editorial Team 

Letters Page 

giving a brief talk outlining the day. The programme also includes 
Paralympian kayaker Rob Oliver, the Waterways Chaplaincy and Marie Curie 
while Liz Humphreys will talk about having a new boat bespoke-built for her 
accessibility needs. 

For more details and details of how to book, please see awa-uk.org.uk/
towards-accessible-waterways. There is no charge for attending but tickets 
are required and any donations would be appreciated via the GoFundMe 
page. For speaker biographies and travelling/venue advice, please visit the 
AWA’s website. 

Fran Read, Canal & River Trust 

https://awa-uk.org.uk
https://shropshireunion.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/78-Cuttings-2023-12-Restoration-Update-4-Tom-Fulda-2448.jpg
https://hackgreen.co.uk
https://awa-uk.org.uk/towards-accessible-waterways
https://awa-uk.org.uk/towards-accessible-waterways
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Work Party Dates for 2023–24 

Dates Type Location 

December 1–3 Restoration Crickheath 

December 16 Enhancement Ellesmere 

January 12–14 Restoration Crickheath 

January 20 Enhancement Ellesmere 

February 2–4 Restoration Crickheath 

February 17 Enhancement Ellesmere 

March 1–3 Restoration Crickheath 

March 16 Enhancement Ellesmere 

April 5–7 Restoration Crickheath 

April 20 Enhancement Ellesmere 

May 3–5 Restoration Crickheath 

May 18 Enhancement Ellesmere 

June 7–9 Restoration Crickheath 

June 22 Enhancement Ellesmere 

July 5–7 Restoration Crickheath 

July 20 Enhancement Ellesmere 

August 2–4 Restoration Crickheath 

August 17 Enhancement Ellesmere 

September 6–8 Restoration Crickheath 

September 21 Enhancement Ellesmere 

October 4–6 Restoration Crickheath 

October 19 Enhancement Ellesmere 

November 1–3 Restoration Crickheath 

November 16 Enhancement Ellesmere 
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For more information, please contact: 

• Restoration WPs: Tom Fulda, 07810 646026, 
tom.fulda@shropshireunion.org.uk 

• Enhancement WPs: David Carter, 01244 661440, 
dcartersucs@gmail.com. 

WP Dates for 2023–24 – cont’d 

Dates Type Location 

December 6–8 Restoration Crickheath 

December TBC Enhancement Ellesmere 

Whitchurch Waterway Trust Launches Appeal  

An appeal has been launched by Whitchurch Waterway Trust to raise 
£60,000 – the finance required to keep open the short stretch of canal 
stretching from the Llangollen Canal towards Whitchurch. 

The Whitchurch Arm, first authorised by an Act of Parliament in 1796, saw 
enthusiasts with the backing of the Town Council form the Whitchurch Arm 
Trust in the mid 1980s. This was incorporated in 1988 as the Whitchurch 
Waterway Trust in response to plans by the Town Council to bring the canal 
back into the town.  

The branch was restored in 1993 by the Trust and with further restoration 
planned, chair of the Trust Mark Lacey confirmed they were now facing 
sizeable costs currently running into more than £100,000 to maintain the 
300 metres of canal already restored. 

He also said that the Trust needed to put aside several thousand pounds per 
year in order to pay for expenditure incurred, such as the removal of silt from 
the waterway and replacement of the metal piling along its edges.  

It was hoped the charitable Trust could raise substantial income from grants 
and leasing out moorings towards the costs. He also confirmed that a 
crowdfunding page had been launched towards the £60,000 needed. 

Jan Johnstone 

Whitchurch Arm Appeal 

mailto:tom.fulda@shropshireunion.org.uk
mailto:dcartersucs@gmail.com
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The ‘Danny’ 120th Anniversary 

The steamship ‘Daniel Adamson’ (the ‘Danny’) has now celebrated 120 years 
since she was first launched in August 1903 at what is now Cammell Laird’s 
shipyard in Birkenhead. The vessel, fully restored to working order, is 
registered alongside the ‘Cutty Sark’ and ‘HMS Belfast’ on the National 
Historic Ships Premier list and was built nine years before the ‘Titanic’, in the 
same year as the Wright brothers first flew. 

Restored between 2004 and 2015 in a £5 million National Heritage Lottery 
Fund (HLF)-supported project, she was cruising on the Weaver in Cheshire 
but in August returned to the Manchester Ship Canal. It was on the ship 
canal that she operated as a tug and corporate hospitality vessel for 80 years 
until 1984. It was in her art deco lounges that many of the world’s most 
influential people came to agree trade deals that were eventually to make 
Manchester the third biggest port in the UK in the 1950s. 

To celebrate the 120-year 
anniversary, a cruise for the 
general public manned by 
the volunteer crew was held 
on September 2 and 3. This 
was a round trip for 200 fare-
paying passengers between 
the Sutton Weaver operating 
base and Salford Quays in 
Manchester. Back at the 
base, an anniversary party 
was then held on the boat on 
10th September for 
volunteers and members 
plus invited guests including 

MPs, councillors and C&RT officials. Starting at 1.00pm and going on until 
6.00pm, the party was entertained by a variety of bands including a local 
Frodsham singing group and drum and ukulele bands. 

Nearby brewery Weetwood supplied a bar, the ‘Danny’ galley was opened 
and a pizza stall did a roaring trade all afternoon. Free car parking was 
provided by kind permission of Dormex Ltd and a shuttle bus ran visitors to 
the wharf. 

A large marquee was erected by volunteers and the vessel and surrounding 
area was decked out in many flags with the highlight being the cutting of a 
large cake made by volunteers in the shape of the ‘Danny’. In total, there 
were some 250 invited guests, volunteers with their families, as well as many 
performers who stayed on to enjoy the event. 

Bob Cannell, ‘Danny’ Volunteer Co-ordinator, said, “The event was a real 

Photo C Ellams 
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treat for volunteers and their 
families who give up so much 
to keep the ‘Danny’ in tip top 
condition. The setting of the 
‘Danny’ at Sutton Weaver 
Wharf with so many people on 
board and in the grounds gave 
a clear indication of how 
successful small musical 
events can be in the future.” 

Les Green 

Louise Sutherland (HLF) and Dan Cross 
cutting the cake. Photo C Ellams 

The ‘Danny’ – Background 

Articles on the ‘Danny’ steamship regularly appear in Cuttings. However 
some readers may not be aware of the link between the ‘Danny’ and the 
Shropshire Union network. Les Green has kindly provided some background 
information… 

The ‘Danny’ was built in 1903 by the Shropshire Union Railways and Canal 
Company (SURCC) for the cross-Mersey transhipment trade and passenger 
work meeting boats from Chester. Passenger carrying ended in 1915. 

The canal company customers wanted their goods to go to Liverpool, it being 
the premier deep sea port for export of finished goods and import of raw 
material. The Mersey estuary was too rough for narrowboats to cross so 
Ellesmere Port in particular developed its docks for cargoes to be transferred 
from narrowboats into barges called Mersey Flats. The name ‘flats’ was used 
because the barges were flat-bottomed to prevent them rolling over when 
they were frequently grounded on the tortuous estuary. 

The ‘Danny’ could tow up to ten flats weighing over 100 tons each from 
Ellesmere Port into Liverpool Docks. Manufactured goods from the Black 
Country and Stoke, and minerals, were the main export traffic with raw 
materials such as iron ore, china clay and grain inbound – the cross-Mersey 
traffic proving very profitable for the SURCC. 

The ‘Danny’ was sold in 1922 to the Manchester Ship Canal Company where 
she worked mostly as a stern tug behind the great ships going into 
Manchester Docks. In 1936, she had a secondary role being converted into a 
corporate hospitality vessel. 

https://shropshireunion.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/80-Danny-4-Cuttings-2023-12-Chris-Ellams.jpg
https://shropshireunion.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/80-Danny-3-Cuttings-2023-12-Chris-Ellams.jpg
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Visiting The Danny 

Talks, tours, tea & steam cruises for groups 

The Daniel Adamson is a 1903 Steam Ship boasting a unique Art Deco interior which 

was saved from being scrapped by a team of enthusiastic volunteers, who bought the 

ship for £1 and then secured £3.8 Million from the Heritage Lottery Fund to save the 

significant ship, which is 15th on the Register of National Historic Ships. 

Talks to groups of 15-20 in the Art Deco Saloon 

Talks and Tours of the boat when static start at £5 per person. 

Talks to Societies 

A 45 minute on your premises, 

sharing images of the Danny and 

Manchester Ship Canal right back to 

its building. We also share an insight 

into the Restoration of the Danny 

and the work of the Volunteers. 

Cruising Groups 

On cruises, groups of up to 80 can 

be accommodated. The vessel is 

also available for Private Hire. 

To make an enquiry for more details, email  
enquiries@danieladamson.co.uk  
or go to thedanny.co.uk. 
 
To book a talk at your venue, please contact 
sheila.leonard@danieladamson.co.uk. 

 
@dannyinsteam 

 
@dannyinsteam 
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The results of the first-ever Boater Census carried out in 2022 and circulated 
to the 35,000 boats licensed on the 2,000 miles of canals in England and 
Wales has now been published by C&RT. To read the full report, see 
tinyurl.com/mrx28ps4 (C&RT). 

C&RT reports that with 2,000 miles of canal, rivers, reservoirs, heritage 
building and structures throughout England and Wales to protect, there is 
growing increased pressure on funds. In May, it released a policy document 
detailing the levels of customer service it will in future be providing. The full 
document can be seen at tinyurl.com/mvye3aj7 (C&RT). IWA’s view on the 
provision of boaters’ facilities can be seen at tinyurl.com/bdfn54py (IWA). 

C&RT recently announced that more than 
600 miles of their 2,000-mile waterways 
network – including the Montgomery Canal – 
now hold the prestigious Green Flag Status. 
Awarded by Keep Britain Tidy, the award is 
recognised not only across the UK but also 
around the world. See tinyurl.com/ymdwm3bh 
(C&RT). 

C&RT has put out an appeal to all canal 
lovers to help either by donating or picking up plastic rubbish at their nearest 
canal. If you want to find out more about how you can help, see 
#BigPlasticPickUp on social media or tinyurl.com/yn8pw4en (C&RT). 

To view C&RT’s 2022/2023 Annual Report and Accounts, see tinyurl.com/
mr4b62mb (C&RT). 

C&RT has now published full details about licence fee increases to be 
applied from 1st April 2024, see canalrivertrust.org.uk/national-consultations. 
Boaters struggling to pay their licence fees should see tinyurl.com/4rm7hrek 
(C&RT). 

On 9th October, CR&T announced the countrywide recipients of its annual 
volunteer awards presented in conjunction with the Marsh Charitable Trust. 
Receiving the team award under the Wales & South West banner were 
Trevor Basin Visitor Centre Team situated on the Llangollen canal. 

C&RT has published its Boater Report 2023 covering the period from April 
2022 to March 2023. This summarises the work undertaken to keep the canal 
network open and available for navigation and setting out how the Trust 
generates the income needed to support boating and the wider use of the 
waterways. The full report can be seen at tinyurl.com/3za84wb2 (C&RT). 

Jan Johnstone 

Canal & River Trust News 

mailto:enquiries@danieladamson.co.uk
http://www.thedanny.co.uk
mailto:sheila.leonard@danieladamson.co.uk
https://twitter.com/dannyinsteam
https://www.facebook.com/dannyinsteam
https://tinyurl.com/mrx28ps4
https://tinyurl.com/mvye3aj7
https://tinyurl.com/bdfn54py
https://tinyurl.com/ymdwm3bh
https://tinyurl.com/yn8pw4en
https://tinyurl.com/mr4b62mb
https://tinyurl.com/mr4b62mb
https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/national-consultations
https://tinyurl.com/4rm7hrek
https://tinyurl.com/3za84wb2
https://shropshireunion.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/83-Green-Flag-Cuttings-2023-12.jpg
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A selection of discussions, reports and decisions from the July and 
September Council meetings… 

• SUCS is now registered for VAT meaning we can claim back any VAT 
paid out on goods and services bought. Yippee! The expected benefit 
is in the region of £760 pa. 

• SUCS have been awarded £1,000 from the ‘Weeping Cross Fund’, 
named after the region of Stafford where the originator lived and set up 
by the Northern Canals Association. It has been used to purchase new 
hand tools for both Restoration and Enhancement working parties. 
Thank you, NCA. 

• The website now has information on the restoration of both 
Brynderwen and Burgeddin Locks on the Monty. See 
shropshireunion.org.uk/restoration/previous-projects. 

• SUCS has joined and fully supports the Fund Britain’s Waterways 
campaign set up by the IWA to lobby for improved funding for C&RT. 
C&RT has set up their own ‘Keep Canals Alive’ campaign and is 
encouraging supporters to email their MP. 

Council Clippings 
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• Henceforth, January Council meetings are to concentrate almost 
exclusively on Strategy. Everyday business will be kept to a minimum. 

• The registered office of the society has changed. Check page 3. 

• The Society has been informed of the Vyrnwy Frankton Power Line 
consultation. At least two members have attended their local meetings 
to keep an eye on proposals. Construction would begin 2027 with 
connection becoming operational in 2028. 

• SUCS is supporting the bid by C&RT/MWRT for up to £250,000 from 
Shropshire County Council’s Rural Prosperity Fund. In a fast-moving 
process, results are expected to be announced quickly. 

• For the first time ever (I believe?) SUCS were verbally abused at a 
summer event we attended – for restoring the Montgomery Canal. Not 
a nice experience and the people concerned should have known 
better, being well over retirement age. 

• Thought is being given and research being done into what we do with 
the Society Archives which are in need of attention and a change of 
residence. 

• Montgomery Ale is now available in bottled form. 

Sue Ball, Secretary 

https://shropshireunion.org.uk/restoration/previous-projects
https://swanleybridgemarina.com/
https://overwatermarina.co.uk/
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Legends of the Waterways 

Sam Lomas 

It was in January 1969 that Sam Lomas, 
known to working boatmen as 
Ossmacantar Sam (horse muck and 
tar), announced he was going to retire 
from his beloved waterways at the age 
of 66. To those readers who haven’t 
heard of Sam – after all, this happened 
54 years ago – he was, to quote a 
somewhat freely used expression today, 
a legend in his own lifetime. 

Awarded the British Empire Medal in 
1958 for all the services he had 
undertaken, a more detailed description 
of his career and just what he did for the 
men and women of the boating 
community and beyond is now needed. 

It was in July 1916 at the age of 14 that 
Sam reported to a local British 
Transport agent, eager to be taken on. 
To his indignation he was told to go 
back home and return the following day. By then he would be 15 and could 
officially be signed up to work. Sam started his career on the Trent and 
Mersey and by 1926 he’d married and moved to Autherley Junction where, 
based at the stop lock* at the southern end of the Shropshire Union, he 
undertook the role of Traffic Inspector for British Transport Waterways 
division.  

He quickly came to recognise the boatmen who regularly passed through: 
Dandy Harry, Jack the Snipe, and Chocolate Charlie aka Charles Atkins (no 
prizes for guessing his cargo on NB ‘Mendip’). All were memorable 
characters to Sam as he checked their tickets in his office. Carried were 
metal, gold, silver, copper, consumables, tubing, oil, and many and varied 
were the stories Sam could tell of the good old days when canal carrying was 
in its prime. 

Sam had visited every canal in the country at some time during his long 
career and as canals went into decline and cargo carrying moved onto the 
roads. Although disappointed by their loss, he remained positive, stating that 
he hoped that one day before he retired, he would once more see boats 
passing through Autherley Junction. 

 

Photo B Johnstone 
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Very much in touch with the canal people both before and after his retirement 
from the waterways, Sam had helped in any way he could. If a boatman 
couldn’t read and write Sam would oblige; a new baby, Sam would arrange 
the christening. He was also on hand to advise any new boaters on the ways 
of the cut. 

His stories were many. He could remember the fly-boats travelling from 
Ellesmere Port into Birmingham in just 36 hours: relays of horses taking the 
punishing schedule while men and women just got on with it. He remembered 
the knife carried at the front of the fly-boats which was designed to cut 
through the ropes of any other boat that got in their way – the fly-boat having 
priority.  

He remembered frequent fights breaking out between boaters, men and 
women for the right to go first into a lock; it was decided the hard way then. 
He would recall the favourite hymns sung at the Boatman’s Mission in 
Wolverhampton: Throw Out the Lifeline and I Am Steering My Boat to 
Heaven. A story from World War II often told concerned 25 boats carrying 
materials that were urgently needed at an ammunitions factory in 
Wednesbury. Sam told the boatmen their cargo was “needed to fight Rommel 
in the desert and they’ve nothing to fight with!” It worked – delivery promptly 
made. 

With the decline of carrying on the canal, Sam had been very happy to see 
boats re-appearing albeit for recreation. He was instrumental in helping to set 
up boating clubs, and urging doubters to try a holiday on the canals while he 
also advised and encouraged those building their own craft.  

Still in harness after his retirement, Sam acted as adviser to British 
Waterways both on estate and pleasure boat issues. Throughout all 2,000 
miles of the canals, the name Sam Lomas was known, his reputation having 
been spread wide by the boatmen and women.  

Visiting the Monty one Christmas, he had been presented with so many 
mince pies by both boaters and locals that he had fed a lot of them to the 
swans. “They didn’t remember me next time I came in the spring,” he is 
recorded as saying. “Those swans just went for old Sam”. 

Sam loved his work and said he thought he must have been born with canal 
water in his veins. “I don’t think I’ll ever die,” he remarked. “I’ll just rust away 
like a boat.” Truly one of the great canal legends from days gone by. 

*Autherley Junction stop lock controls a drop of just 12 inches (30cm) 
between the Staffordshire and Worcestershire canal and the Shropshire 
Union and was put in place to prevent loss of water. It also ensured back in 
the day that boats stopped to enable tolls to be collected. 

Jan Johnstone 

https://shropshireunion.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/018a-Sam-Lomas-Cuttings-2023-12-Bob-Johnstone.jpg


 

Cuttings Winter 2023 Page 38 

The Real Builders of Our Canals 

Anyone interested in Britain’s canals will be familiar with the names of those 
who designed them – Jessop, Brindley, Telford to name but three. But the 
real work was done by navvies, teams of tough, incredibly strong men who 
went on the tramp (as it was known) to wherever men who were willing to 
carry out the hard, gruelling work of building a canal were needed.  

It was in 1760 that the Duke of Bridgwater commissioned a waterway to be 
constructed. Considered to be the first true canal, it carried coal from the 
Duke’s mine at Worsley in Greater Manchester to surrounding towns nearby. 
Soon, with British industry booming, canals were being commissioned in 
other areas. 

Navvies were in the main from poor backgrounds – often ex-agricultural 
workers, miners or quarry hands – and they worked under gangers who 
ordered their work, paid their wages and settled disputes. In order to earn a 
living wage, navvies spent their time digging out muck (to use their term) by 
hand – be it soil, rock or clay – along the line of the canal using picks and 
large shovels. It is recorded that a navvy was expected to move on average 
20 tons of earth a day.  

Tasks included digging out the bed of the canal, building embankments, and 
sinking shafts from the bottom of which men known as ‘tigers’ would create 
tunnels. Tigers were often from coal mining districts so were used to crawling 
through earth many feet below the surface. Equally important were the 
timbermen required to shore up the tunnels as work progressed.  

Navvies also built aqueducts and viaducts, handled gunpowder (often with 
disastrous results) and everyone – from the youngest boys known as nippers 
who started work at the age of seven to the oldest – knew their tasks and put 
in long gruelling hours of labour.  

Living conditions while the canal was being dug were grim; often workings 
were far away from towns and villages which required men to be housed in 
what were known as shanty towns – rough huts constructed from whatever 
could be found including turf. Huts housed up to 20 men and boys who slept 
on plank beds and looking after them were old women paid a few pence to do 
so from each man. 

These women cooked meals, baked bread, mended and washed clothes, 
guarded the keys to beer barrels, and were frequently ill-treated. Men bought 
their own meat which, handed over to the hut’s keeper, would be tied with an 
identifiable string and thrown into the communal pot with a few root 
vegetables probably filched from a farmer’s field. Left to stew all day, food 
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was then ready for the evening meal when men returned hungry from the 
workings. 

Navvies had a bad reputation for heavy drinking – ‘going on the randy’ as it 
was known. If navvies were in the area, villages and towns always expected 
trouble including riots breaking out for no particular reason as crowds of men 
made for local ale houses. Forewarned residents would board up their 
houses and shops to save them from being looted. 

Because in general they lived so far from other communities, navvies 
developed a language of their own which was very similar to Cockney 
rhyming slang. It was also rare for men to be known other than by a 
nickname such as Chimley Charlie, Blackbird, Punch, Tweedle-Beak. This 
was for a very good reason: some of the men were on the run and wanted by 
the police.  

Navvies at leisure were easily recognisable favouring brightly coloured 
clothes, red waistcoats, flamboyant kerchiefs, velvet coats, white hats and 
moleskin trousers – very different from the rags 
they wore when shovelling muck. With some 
adjustments this flamboyant way of dressing 
lasted right up to the end of the canal-building 
craze. 

Accidents on the workings were frequent, with 
broken bones being common. Death through 
falls from height or crushing was commonplace, 
particularly the latter as trucks loaded with 
waste which ran on rails to the tip had no 
brakes – the only way of slowing it down being 
for a boy to jam a rod into the wheels. No 
description is needed as to what frequently 
happened. Tunnel collapses were also 
common; some of the unfortunates were not 
recovered until it was too late. 

There is so much more to learn about the men 
who created the canals and the above is 
necessarily a very short account of the lives of 
the real builders of the canals. If you found it interesting I can recommend 
Dick Sullivan’s book Navvyman which can be found in bookshops or online. 
This detailed history will have you in awe of the men who created the canals 
which we now use mainly for leisure. 

Jan Johnstone 
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Statement of Financial Activities including Income and 
Expenditure Account for the year ended 31 March 2023  SUCS AGM 2023 

 The Annual General Meeting for 2023 will be held via Zoom on Saturday 9th 
December 2023 at 11:00am. The agenda will be as follows: 

1. Apologies for absence. 

2. Reminder of the procedure for the meeting. 

3. Adoption of the minutes of the 2022 AGM held on 10th December 
2022. 

4. Reports: i. Chair; ii. Treasurer. 

5. Election of auditors. 

6. Election of Trustees: i. Re-election of Pat Tolster; ii. Election of Sue 
Ball. 

7. Guest presentation on The Montgomery Canal Restoration by Richard 
Harrison, Principal Project Manager, Canal & River Trust. 

8. Any other business. 

To attend by video 

You will need a PC, laptop, tablet or smartphone with a camera and micro-
phone. You can then either use the Zoom application (having previously in-
stalled it) or connect to Zoom via a browser. 

Please use the link: tinyurl.com/sucsagm23 (Zoom) or specify meeting ID 
837 5939 3841 and password 571352. 

To track attendance, please specify your first and last name using the Chat 
facility. 

If you wish to speak, please alert the chair by raising your hand. 

To attend using a landline or mobile phone 

Please call 020 3481 5237 and when asked for: 

• Meeting ID: type in 83759393841 followed by the hash key 

• Participant ID: just press the hash key 

• Password: type in 571352 followed by the hash key 

To track attendance, please announce your first and last name when joining. 

If you wish to speak, at a suitable point, please make a verbal request and 
state your name. 

General instructions 

Only one person should speak at a time. 

Please mute your microphone unless you are invited to speak by the chair. 
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At that point, please ensure your microphone is on and state your name. 

The chair shall call for a member to propose and second when required. 

Voting will be by a show of hands and any member not present will therefore 
not be able to vote. Please ensure that your voting intention is clear for the 
chair to see or hear. 

Should you have any questions on the AGM, please contact the Society’s 
Secretary Sue Ball by email via secretary@shropshireunion.org.uk or by post 
to 17 Bitham Court, Stretton, Burton-on-Trent, DE13 0XJ. 

The following documents related to the meeting are available on the Society’s 
website at shropshireunion.org.uk/about-us/society-documents. 

• Minutes of the 2022 AGM held on 10th December 2022 (re agenda 
Item 3) 

• Financial Statement for the year ended 31st March 2023 (re Item 4ii). 

A plea for help from you, our members, on the following... 

Recently, the Society has added a Historical Photos page to its website. It 
already contains photos of a family cruise along the Llangollen in 1979 and 
the state of the Monty in the 1970s. See shropshireunion.org.uk/historical-
photos. Do you have any historical pictures of the SU network that you’d be 
happy to see added to this page? If so, please contact the webmasters via 
webmaster@shropshireunion.org.uk or call Richard Feeney on 07920 
708255. 

The Cuttings Editorial team use Microsoft Publisher to produce Cuttings. It’s 
similar to Microsoft Word but is more suited to the production of a magazine. 
It would be useful if there was wider knowledge of Publisher within the team. 
Do you or anybody you know have experience of using Publisher and if so, 
could you/they help? Or is there anybody out there who is familiar with word 
processing software (like Word) and who’d be prepared to learn Publisher? 
You/they could be involved in the preparation of each edition or, if there is 
limited time, could just act as a backup. A licence to use Publisher and 
training  would be provided. For more information, please call Richard Feeney 
on 07920 708255 or email cuttingseditorial@shropshireunion.org.uk. 

Finally, David Carter, our chairman, is seeking a copy of an article about the 
Montgomery canal published in Waterways World in October 2009 and 
written by Harry Arnold. If any member can help with this could they please 
call David on 01244 661440 or email dcartersucs@gmail.com. 

Can You Help? 

https://tinyurl.com/sucsagm23
mailto:secretary@shropshireunion.org.uk
https://shropshireunion.org.uk/about-us/society-documents
https://shropshireunion.org.uk/historical-photos/
https://shropshireunion.org.uk/historical-photos/
mailto:webmaster@shropshireunion.org.uk
mailto:cuttingseditorial@shropshireunion.org.uk
mailto:dcartersucs@gmail.com
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Dates Location Canal ID Notes 

6 Nov– 
1 Dec 

Lock 4, Frankton 
Locks 

Montgomery  25390 Repairs to lock 

6 Nov– 
1 Dec 

Audlem Lock 15 
Shropshire 

Union 
25377 

Re-lining top gate, replacing 
balance beam 

6 Nov– 
3 Dec 

Aston Lock, West 
Felton 

Montgomery 24950 
Replacing top and bottom 

gates 

6 Nov– 
22 Dec 

Audlem Lock 8 
Shropshire 

Union 
25378 

Fitting new tail gates, other 
repair work 

6 Nov– 
15 Dec 

Lock 2, Adderley 
Shropshire 

Union 
24954 

Towpath closed, replacing top 
and bottom lock gates 

6 Nov– 
22 Dec 

Culvert 19, Blacon 
near Chester 

Shropshire 
Union 

25451 
Removing deformity, installing 

liner, culvert 

15–21 
Nov 

New Marton Top 
Lock 1, Bottom Lock 

2 
Llangollen 26471 

Third-party contractors 
working in area, dredging 

works. Operating 7am – 6pm, 
free movement outside these 

hours 

27 Nov– 
15 Dec 

Sluice 18, Welshpool Montgomery 24951 Brickwork repairs 

27 Nov– 
4 Dec 

Bridge 34, Boat Inn 
Bridge 

Shropshire 
Union 

25626 
Contractors refurbishing 

pipeline attached to bridge 

8–19 
Jan 

Bridge 128, Chester 
Stone bridge 

Shropshire 
Union 

25624 
Contractors refurbishing 

pipeline attached to bridge 

2 Jan– 
9 Feb 

Willey Moor Lock, 
near Bradeley Green 

Llangollen 24912  Fitting new top lock gate 

2 Jan– 
9 Feb 

Poveys Lock, near 
Bradeley Green 

Llangollen 24913 
Lock chamber brickwork 

repairs 

2 Jan– 
23 Feb 

Bottom narrow lock, 
Ellesmere Port 

Shropshire 
Union 

24919 
Fitting new tail gates, ladder 

and general repairs 

2 Jan– 
15 Mar 

Pontcysyllte 
Aqueduct 

Llangollen  25015 
Major works, de-watering of 
aqueduct, replacing towpath 

supports 

2 Jan– 
15 Mar 

Lock 1, Lower 
Frankton 

Montgomery  24949 
Lock ladder and quadrant 

repairs 

8–22 
Jan 

Bridge 2, Starkes 
Bridge 

Prees 
Branch 

25393 Contractors repairing bridge 

15 Jan– 
16 Feb 

Between Hoole Lane 
Bridge 123A  

Shropshire 
Union  

25009 
Contractors refurbishing gas 

pipe  

Winter Stoppages 2023–2024 
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This list was created on 25th October. As always, please check with 
C&RT for later amendments – plans can and do change! 

For further information or later amendments, see canalrivertrust.org.uk/
media/report/winter-notices.pdf. You can search on the C&RT ID number 
listed above. 

Dates Location Canal ID Notes 

18 Jan– 
1 Feb 

Bridge 122, Trooper 
Bridge 

Shropshire 
Union 

25625 
Contractors refurbishing 

pipeline attached to bridge 

29 Jan– 
5 Feb 

Bridge 42, Tilstock 
Park. Area between 

bridges 32–33, 50–51 
Llangollen 25014 

Bridge repairs, highway 
authority 

5–19 
Feb 

Bridge 3, Dobsons 
Bridge 

Prees 
Branch 

25394 Contractors repairing bridge 

19–26 
Feb 

Bridge 1W, Rowsons 
Bridge 

Llangollen  25392 
Bridge repairs, highway 

authority 

The decline of cash is continuing but the boxes 
have still brought in £725 so far this year and the 
best earners, small shops and especially marinas, 
will keep delivering over the winter. 

Our thanks are due to the team who head out 
with their receipt books and sticky labels every 
autumn. We still have about 50 boxes in the care 
of six collectors and various spares and part-
timers are resting here and there (boxes, not 
collectors!). 

Over the years, about another 50 boxes have 
gone missing, usually either listed as ‘stolen’ or 
‘pub closed’. Oddly enough, when the pub 
reopens, the box is rarely to be found. ‘Lost when 
pub burned down’ applies only to the Waggon at 
Whixall which is before my time, though Pat 
Wilson once reported laconically, “They’re 

bulldozing the Jolly Sailor at Barbridge so I didn’t go in to empty the box.” 
Fortunately it’s not usually so risky! 

 Sarah Thursfield 

Collection Boxes 

https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/media/report/winter-notices.pdf
https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/media/report/winter-notices.pdf
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Membership News 

We extend a warm welcome to the following new members: 

• Mr Lee & Mrs Alison Jones of Prenton 

• Mr John Gunner of Godalming 

• Mr Stephen Court of Chippenham 

• Mr Michael Lipscomb of Rhayader 

• Mr Richard Gwinnett of Wolverhampton 

• Dr Brian Beagley of Hinckley 

• Mrs Sarah & Mr Alan Read of Petersfield 

• Ms Sharon Fitzell of Forest Hill, London 

• Mr Philip & Mrs Mel Wood of Nantwich 

• Mr Shaun & Mrs Sue Holloway of Oswestry 

• Mr Mark & Mrs Vivien Bloomfield and family of Bolton. 

It might be of interest that Mr and Mrs Bloomfield are member number 3,000. 
It’s great to know that there have been 3,000 individual, couple and family 
members since the Society was formed in 1966. 

We think that we still have ten members who joined in the 1960s. Probably 
the members who joined the earliest, in late 1967, are Jan Johnstone (who’s 
part of the Cuttings editorial team), Mr & Mrs Pacitti, and Richard Martin 
(who’s still volunteering for the Society, see page 13) - but let us know if you 
joined earlier! 

We have obviously lost a few members along the way but there are 515 
members at time of writing (plus 20 commercial members). Allowing for 
couples and families, the actual number of people in the Society is nearly 
900. However, we are always looking to recruit new members: please 
encourage family, friends and colleagues to join the Society! 

Thanks to all of you who have paid your subs for the 2023/24 membership 
year. Anybody who paid by the end of October should have received a 
confirmation from me by letter or email. If you haven’t received a 
confirmation, please get in touch as per the below. 

You can contact me about any membership matter at 42, Foyle Road, 
Blackheath, SE3 7RH, telephone 07920 708255 or by emailing 
memsec@shropshireunion.org.uk. 

Richard Feeney 
Membership Secretary 
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Dates for Your Diary 

Date What Where Notes 

1 Dec, 
7.30pm 

SUCS Volunteers 
Christmas Party 

The Dolphin 
Inn, 
Llanymynech 

 

9 Dec 
11.00am 

SUCS AGM Zoom 
See page 40 for more 
details 

Before travelling, you are advised to check with the event organisers 
that there has been no change. 

Follow SUCS Online 

 
Internet shropshireunion.org.uk 

 
Facebook @shropshireunion 

 
Instagram @shropshireunion 

 
Twitter @shropshireunion 

 
Linkedin @shropshireunion 

Follow and Contact C&RT 

 
Internet canalrivertrust.org.uk 

 
Telephone 0303 040 4040 

mailto:memsec@shropshireunion.org.uk
https://shropshireunion.org.uk
https://www.facebook.com/shropshireunion
https://www.instagram.com/shropshireunion
https://twitter.com/shropshireunion
https://www.linkedin.com/company/shropshireunion
https://canalrivertrust.org.uk
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Bits and Pieces 

Advertising 

Our advertising rates are: 

• Half page: £75 for one year (four issues) 

• Full page: £125 for one year (four issues) 

There is a 10% discount for advertisers who are also Commercial Members. 
Adverts can start in any issue and will be invoiced annually. 

To find out more, please contact Richard Feeney on 07920 708255 or email 
cuttingseditorial@shropshireunion.org.uk. 

Please support our advertisers and mention that you saw their advert in 
Cuttings magazine. 

Articles & Contacting Cuttings 

We are always pleased to receive contributions for Cuttings. Text, photos 
etc. can be submitted by post or by email. If you are ‘no good at the words’, 
simply send us the basis of your idea with all the relevant details and we will 
gladly put an article together for you. Please note that the editorial team 
reserves the right to edit or exclude any material submitted for publication. 

Cuttings postboxes: 

• Post: Cuttings, 42 Foyle Road, Blackheath, London, SE3 7RH 

• Tel.: 07920 708255 

• Email: cuttingseditorial@shropshireunion.org.uk. 

Copy Deadlines 

Cuttings is published four times per year, in June, September, December 
and March. Copy deadlines are 1st May, 1st August, 1st November and 1st 
February. Copy cannot be accepted after these dates. 

Disclaimer 

The views expressed in Cuttings are not necessarily those of the Shropshire 
Union Canal Society. We make every effort to ensure all dates and details 
are correct as at time of going to press but please check before travelling to 
any advertised event as changes may have been subsequently made. 

Editorial Team 

Richard Feeney, Sarah Freshwater, Jan Johnstone, Maurice Ward. 
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Shropshire Union Canal Society – Membership Application/Renewal 

Application: 

As an alternative to the 
below form, you can 
apply for membership 
online at 
shropshireunion.org.uk/
membership 

 Renewal: 

There is no need to complete 
the form. Simply set up a 
standing order or make a bank 
transfer to the bank account 
specified below, post a cheque 
to the address specified below 
or pay your subs* online at 
shropshireunion.org.uk/subs 

 

PLEASE USE BLOCK CAPITALS 

I/we hereby apply for membership of the Society and agree to abide by the rules of 
the Society. I/we consent to the personal data contained in this application being 
retained by the Society for the purposes of membership. 

Title and name(s)  ____________________________________________________  

Address  ___________________________________________________________  

 ____________________________________________  Postcode  _____________  

Telephone  ________________________  Email  ___________________________  

Please tick and complete one of the following options: 

 I/we enclose subs of £ ___________ * and a donation (optional) of £ _______ . 

 I/we have set up a standing order or made a bank transfer: 

 Please send me/us a standing order form. 

Please tick here to receive Cuttings magazine by email rather than by post  

Signed  ______________________________________  Date  ________________  

If one of the applicants is a UK taxpayer, by completing the below declaration, the 
Society will be able to claim tax relief on your donations (including subs): 

The Shropshire Union Canal Society (Registered Charity No. 245875). 

I want to Gift Aid all donations that I have made in the past 4 years and all 
future donations to the above charity. Donations include my membership subs. 

I am a UK taxpayer and understand that if I pay less Income Tax and/or Capital 
Gains Tax than the amount of Gift Aid claimed on all my donations in that tax 
year, it is my responsibility to pay any difference. 

Signed  __________________________________  Date  ________________  

*Subs: Single, Joint, Family: £15/year; Life: £300. 

Bank transfers and standing orders: pay Shropshire Union Canal Society Limited 
business bank account at NatWest: Sort Code 55-50-05; Account Number 
01630962; reference should be your membership number or full name and postcode. 
Standing orders should make the first payment immediately and on July 1 each year 
thereafter. 

Cheques: make payable to Shropshire Union Canal Society Limited. 

Completed forms: post to Richard Feeney, Membership Secretary, 42 Foyle Road, 
London, SE3 7RH or email a photo or scan to memsec@shropshireunion.org.uk. 

mailto:cuttingseditorial@shropshireunion.org.uk
mailto:cuttingseditorial@shropshireunion.org.uk
https://shropshireunion.org.uk/membership
https://shropshireunion.org.uk/membership
https://shropshireunion.org.uk/subs
mailto:memsec@shropshireunion.org.uk
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