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Well here we are at the beginning of 2024; the nights are steadily getting 
lighter, dawn is arriving earlier, birds are tentatively announcing spring and 
with barely a pause, restoration work by our wonderfully hardy volunteers has 
continued despite the continuous rain we had over winter. Read much more 
about restoration progress in Tom Fulda’s report on page 32. 

As some long-standing members may remember, enhancement work by 
volunteers began on the Shroppie some 20 years ago with moorings, picnic 
areas and benches installed across the system. As these are now 
understandably showing signs of wear and bear the Society’s name, a 
programme of enhancement has started beginning in Ellesmere from the Yard 
to Bridge 55. Work planned for 2024 is towpath and vegetation clearance and 
painting of the amenity area in the Ellesmere Yard. Enhancement activities are 
not as demanding as restoration and more help is always needed. So if you 
are interested, go to shropshireunion.org.uk/get-involved#Enhancement to find 
out how to get involved. 

As we all know by now, it was announced by the Government in 2023 that 
grant funding for canals coming into force in 2027 would be reduced by over 
£300 million in real terms compared to recent years. Understandably this will 
severely affect our historic canals and I would like to draw your attention to the 
Give as you Live website. 

It is essential that we raise money wherever we can regardless of the size of 
the donation and by accessing your online shopping by going through the Give 
as you Live website, you will be donating a percentage of your bill to the 
Society at no extra cost to yourselves. To create an account, just go to 
giveasyoulive.com and sign up – no financial information is needed – select 
SUCS as your chosen charity and access your chosen store (there are over 
6,000 involved) through the website. This is a great way to boost funds so 
please pass the word around your family, friends, the next door neighbour, 
nodding acquaintances! For – as the saying goes – every little helps. 

To find out how you can support the Society another way, by leaving a legacy, 
go to page 14 where you will find full information. 

Finally, do you enjoy walking or sharing your canal knowledge with others? 
Periodically the Society arranges walks and talks on different parts of the SU 
system. Would you perhaps be prepared to lead a walk or give an informative 
talk which, incidentally, earns a fee for your Society? If the answer is yes to 
either question, please get in touch with Secretary Sue Ball (for contact details, 
see the inside front cover) who I’ve no doubt will be delighted to hear from you. 

Jan Johnstone on behalf of the Editorial Team 

 Editorial 

 

 Page 5 Cuttings Spring 2024 

https://shropshireunion.org.uk/get-involved#Enhancement
https://www.giveasyoulive.com
https://www.rivercanalrescue.co.uk/


 

Cuttings Spring 2024 Page 6 

 

My first and very pleasant task is to wish members a very happy new year. 
The past year was a notable one for the Society and I am glad to say that 
there are a number of exciting events and developments to look forward to in 
the next 12 months. 

Our restoration activities at Crickheath are described in detail elsewhere in this 
edition (see page 32) but two major aspects of this are worthy of comment 
here. The last few months have seen the water test concluded and the 
detailed channel design now agreed with C&RT. The test indicated that 
roughly half the current length of channel held water and the rest did not – a 
fact that is apparent to towpath walkers at the time of writing! The north end of 
the site presently has so much water that it is overflowing through the site 
compound while the south end of the site is so dry that channel shaping ready 
for lining is progressing. The second bit of wonderful news is the success of 
the bid by C&RT to the Shropshire Rural Prosperity Fund for £250,000 to 
support the work on 340m of channel from Crickheath toward Schoolhouse 
Bridge. This will support our work in the next 15 months. 

To continue the good news theme, Schoolhouse Bridge is finally finished and 
an event to celebrate this took place on 31st January – for more details, 
please see page 31. The road will be opened for traffic shortly. A second, and 
much grander, ceremony will take place on Friday 28th June. Details of this 
event will be posted on the Society’s website and social media channels as it 
becomes available. All the Society has to do now is to get the water up to and 
underneath the bridge and we can have another opening! 

Also, this winter there will be major progress on the Levelling Up Fund work 
south of Llanymynech. I understand that will include on-site work on the first of 
the new road bridges, more dredging at the Ardleen end of the section and the 
development of final nature reserve designs. 

Our enhancement work at Ellesmere has now racked up over 150 hours of 
volunteer effort so far. To support this work we last year made an application 
to the Tesco Stronger Scheme for funding. The good news is our project will 
be put to a customer vote in Tesco Ellesmere store (located at the end of the 
Ellesmere Arm) until the end of March 2024. 

Any members living or boating in the Ellesmere area can help by making a 
purchase within the Ellesmere store for which you will receive a token, and 
then putting the token in the SUCS box (labelled Enhancing Ellesmere’s 
Canal) at the voting point. We are of course allowed to advertise this scheme 
using our social media channels to target the Ellesmere area ─ the information 
on the scheme had a remarkable 6,000 views in the first 24 hours. More news 
on this next time. 

 Chairman’s Report 
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Chas Hardern Boats Ltd est 1972 

Family run 2-6 berth warm and comfortable narrowboats for hire. All year 
cruising. Short breaks generally available. Dog friendly. Excellent tuition. 

Services on site: diesel, gas, pump-out, gift shop. 

Also: Gas Safe engineer, 24hr breakdown service. 40 years experience with 
all engine and internal boat repairs. 

Members of IWA, BMF, APCO, FSB Hireboat handover external audit 

T: 01829 732595 Email: chasboats@aol.com Web: www.chashardern.co.uk 

follow us 
on facebook 

You may have seen the summaries of the past restoration projects on our 
website (shropshireunion.org.uk/restoration/previous-projects). We are now 
working on the years from the start of the society up to 1987. These comprise 
four topics: the early pre-restoration work; the Big Dig; the ‘seven-mile length’; 
and Carreghofa locks. We have used material in the Society’s archives to 
produce a draft text which will be illustrated by photographs on the website. 
Although the archives contain many photographs, we lack many for the work 
on the seven-mile length – Pool Quay, Crowther Hall, Bank, Cabin lock. It may 
be that someone ‘out there’ might have what we are looking for. If any member 
has got any suitable photographs that they would be prepared to lend us, 
could they get in touch? They will, of course, be returned. 

One of Rich Hamp’s many contributions to the Society (see the previous 
edition of Cuttings) was his stewardship of the society archives. Given their 
historical importance Council has now decided that a wide-ranging review of 
the archive be conducted and this exercise has now started. Members can be 
assured that the existing historic material will be retained. The ultimate aim is 
to combine the material in one location (there is a large collection in Ellesmere 
Port Boat Museum) in such a way that it is safe, catalogued and accessible. 
This is very much a long-term project and I am sure that progress reports on it 
will appear in Cuttings from time to time. 

David Carter, SUCS Chairman 

mailto:chasboats@aol.com
http://www.chashardern.co.uk
https://www.facebook.com/ChasHardernBoats/
https://shropshireunion.org.uk/restoration/previous-projects
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At December’s Annual General Meeting, Members elected a new Trustee, Sue 
Ball, to the Society’s Council. Cuttings asked Sue how she came to be a 
Trustee and this is what she told us... 

I started work on the Monty in 1972 at Welshpool Town Lock following our first 
boating holiday on the Llangollen Canal and seeing Frankton Locks for the first 
time. 

With husband Graham, working parties became a way of life progressing to 
fundraising, boat rallies, editing Cuttings and eventually council meetings – not 
to mention ever more boating holidays. He became Working Party Organiser 
then Chairman. I became the informal social/welfare support and all round 
‘helpmeet’. We also continued the boating holidays. 

By the early ’90s the demands of family life meant we had to give up such 
heavy involvement – except for the 
boating holidays. 

In the years following Graham’s death, 
the last thing on my mind was canals. 
However, a random email from a certain 
Rich Hamp brought that to an end. 

Thus, I’m back in the fold, attempting to 
be a Secretary and trying to pull my 
weight as a Trustee. I hope I bring a 
level of knowledge of the canals – the 
Monty especially – and the restoration 
story. I think I bring a level of experience 
of the canal world and the issues and 
characters in it. I’m told I bring 
enthusiasm – but I leave that for you to 
decide. 

The role of Secretary is certainly 
challenging but not insurmountable. I 
find myself busy all year round but it’s 
thoroughly enjoyable and fulfilling. After 
a lifetime in teaching and in the 

magistracy, I needed to use my ‘little grey cells’ and it certainly makes me do 
that. Attending events and meetings and talking to folks, keeps my social skills 
alive. I’m back with old friends while making (I hope?) many new ones. 

I was uncertain about getting involved again, fearing to compromise many, 
many happy memories and resolved to exit rapidly at the first hint of 

Sue helping on the SUCS stall at 

PantFest 23 (photo T Fulda) 

 New Trustee Sue Ball 
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uncertainty. It’s just never happened. I feel as totally ‘at home’ in this world as I 
did in days of yore. The folks are just as lovely and welcoming as they always 
were. 

And even the Chairman admits, I keep them all on their toes… 

Is that what a Secretary/Trustee is meant to do? 

Cuttings congratulates Sue on her new role and wishes her well in it. 

The Love & Liquor Micropub 

The Love and Liquor micropub in Codsall, South Staffordshire opened in 
December 2019. Since Christmas 2020, customers have donated an 
astonishing £405 to the Shropshire Union Canal Society – their collection box 
is one the Society’s best earning boxes and proves that collecting donations in 
cash is not yet dead. 

Joint business partners John 
and Nicola have been 
supporters of the Montgomery 
Canal restoration projects near 
Crickheath since being 
approached in 2020 to 
accommodate one of our 
collection boxes. 

The bar is in the popular 
village of Codsall and is near 
Brewood which is situated on 
the Shropshire Union Canal. 
The pub is provided with 
regular pictures to keep the 

customers up to date with the progress that is being made and some of the 
hardy customers have paid several visits to Crickheath to see the restoration 
work at first hand. 

Nicola’s family have been long-term supporters of canals and the Shroppie in 
particular and Nicola’s father is a long-standing member and regular volunteer. 

Fred Barrett 

If you know a good location for a collection box, please let us know by 
contacting Sarah Thursfield via milseam@btinternet.com. 

 Collection Boxes 

(Photo: F Barrett) 

https://shropshireunion.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/136-PantFest-2023-Sue-Ball.jpg
mailto:milseam@btinternet.com
https://shropshireunion.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/145-Collection-Boxes-Love-and-Liquor-Cuttings-2024-03-Fred-Barrett.jpg
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SUCS Volunteers Celebrate a Very Successful Year 

Volunteers from the Shropshire Union Canal Society (SUCS) have been 
looking back over 2023 with pride believing the Society’s achievements have 
resulted in one of their most successful years for a long time. 

Without doubt, the crowning achievement was the opening of the canal from 
Pryces Bridge to Crickheath Bridge within time limits set by the National 
Heritage Lottery Fund, within 
budget and despite Covid 
lockdowns. 

As a further length of the 
Montgomery Canal was now 
open for navigation, the Society 
along with C&RT held a 
splendid opening ceremony 
with, for the volunteers, a 
barbecue sponsored by 
Monty’s Brewery including a 
barrel of their Navigation Pale 
Ale. The work of SUCS 
volunteers had not gone 
unnoticed and in June the 
Society was awarded the 
Tetlow Memorial Award for outstanding services to regional waterways 

Attention then focussed on the canal from Crickheath Wharf to Schoolhouse 
Bridge with work on the now crumbling wharf wall, a wash wall and an unsafe 
towpath to be tackled. The project began with an early design brief from C&RT 
engineers followed by successes for the fundraising team with a £14,400 grant 
from the Institute of Industrial Archaeologists for new coping stones for the 
wharf and £1,300 from Oswestry Town Council for the towpath. 

Work dismantling the wharf, including removing some enormous trees, was 
completed by SUCS volunteers and then the project got a great boost as 
expert dry stone wallers offered to complete the skilled element of building the 
wall. 

With well-attended work parties, the task to complete a wash wall by the 
Crickheath Bridge was completed by SUCS volunteers, as were towpath 
improvements. All this activity went on as the plant operators began the 
process of profiling the canal bed en route to Stonehouse Bridge. 

Fundraising remained a vital activity and to push the canal forward towards 

Cutting the ribbon at the opening ceremony 

(photo G Deakin) 

 SUCS Volunteers in 2023 
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Schoolhouse Bridge, in June 
2023 an appeal was 
launched to raise £250,000 
towards the first section of 
the restoration. By the turn of 
the year some £125,000 had 
already been donated 

Work behind the scenes to 
raise funds and public 
awareness was supported by 
a wider communications 
team with individuals 
focussing on social media as 
well as traditional press 
outlets while the exhibition 
team was joined by new 
members. A new website 

was launched and the ‘hits’ on social media saw good progress. The 
successful launch of Navigation Pale Ale in casks, producing over £1,000 in 
donations, led to a decision to sell the beer in bottles in time for the Christmas 
market. 

The Society did not just focus on restoration in 2023; it re-started a volunteer 
enhancement team – their aim being to help maintain the main network for the 
benefit of all users of the canal. The first stretch agreed with C&RT was on the 
Llangollen Canal between the C&RT workshops at Ellesmere and Bridge 55 – 
this length taking in the picturesque spot of Blakemere. More information can 
be found on page 21. 

Sadly the year ended with the death of Rich Hamp – an inspirational chairman 
for many years – who finally lost his battle with cancer which he had fought so 
bravely. 

On a brighter note, the powers that be in Shropshire clearly recognise the work 
the Society does as the Lord Lieutenant of Shropshire Anna Turner JP made a 
surprise visit to a work party and stayed for much of the day seeing the 
volunteers in action. 

David Carter, Chairman (SUCS), said: “The year 2023 will go down in the 
Society’s history as a great year; we had funding from many sponsors, 
especially the National Heritage Lottery Fund, but without our team of 
volunteers who turned out in all weathers then none of this would be possible. 
The challenge now is to keep this rate of progress going in 2024”. 

Les Green 

Volunteers add some finishing touches to the 

dry stone wall (photo T Fulda) 

https://shropshireunion.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/2023-Opening-Ceremony-1.jpg
https://shropshireunion.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/07/2023-07-WP-Picture-1.jpg
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A selection of discussions, reports and decisions from the November 2023 
Council meeting: 

• A drive is underway to ‘reunite’ and reorganise all the SUCS archives. 
These currently reside partly in Wales and partly at the Ellesmere Port Boat 
Museum. (Ed. Jan Johnstone is very much looking forward to getting her 
hands on them, not only to ‘sort’ them, but also as a priceless resource for 
future Cuttings articles. Watch this space…). 

• Following a summer trial and consultation, C&RT is to continue with their 
£12/night for mooring at Llangollen Basin for up to 14 nights. There will also 
be various cosmetic improvements to the surroundings there. (We ended 
up in Llangollen in November. My first time by boat in 51 years. The Basin 
wasn’t there last time I was… It was surprising but very welcome.) 

• SUCS is to host the bi-annual restoration conference of the Northern 
Canals Association (NCA) on Sunday 6th October 2024. Further details to 
follow. 

• The AIA (Association of Industrial Archaeology) grant of £14,500, awarded 
in summer 2023, has largely been spent – on coping stones, mortar, plant 
hire and transport to Crickheath Wharf reconstruction. 

• Council records its unanimous thanks to Tom Fulda, Restoration Manager, 
for ‘doing a great job’. 

• Training of restoration volunteers continues apace. Hedge cutter training, 
first aid at work and digger training (10 ton and smaller) have been 
completed recently. 

• The Society’s social media presence continues to expand and flourish with 
special thanks to two very active non-council members, Brian Wells and 
Chris Bryan-Smith. 

• Council records unanimous and most sincere thanks to the entire new 
editorial team – for all their hard work in producing, now, two very 
impressive magazines. And they are still with us… 

The January Council meeting is being devoted (almost) entirely to Strategy – 
What’s that? A plan of action designed to achieve a long-term or overall aim, 
aka a master plan or grand design. There will doubtless be more of this anon. 

Sue Ball 

 Council Clippings 
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Dates Type Location 

March 1–3 Restoration Crickheath 

March 16 Enhancement Ellesmere 

April 5–7 Restoration Crickheath 

April 20 Enhancement Ellesmere 

May 3–5 Restoration Crickheath 

May 18 Enhancement Ellesmere 

June 7–9 Restoration Crickheath 

June 22 Enhancement Ellesmere 

July 5–7 Restoration Crickheath 

July 20 Enhancement Ellesmere 

August 2–4 Restoration Crickheath 

August 17 Enhancement Ellesmere 

September 6–8 Restoration Crickheath 

September 21 Enhancement Ellesmere 

October 4–6 Restoration Crickheath 

October 19 Enhancement Ellesmere 

November 1–3 Restoration Crickheath 

November 16 Enhancement Ellesmere 

December 6–8 Restoration Crickheath 

December TBC Enhancement Ellesmere 

For more information, please contact: 

• Restoration WPs: Tom Fulda, 07810 646026, 
tom.fulda@shropshireunion.org.uk 

• Enhancement WPs: David Carter, 01244 661440, 
dcartersucs@gmail.com. 

 Work Party Dates for 2024 

mailto:tom.fulda@shropshireunion.org.uk
mailto:dcartersucs@gmail.com
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Your Legacy Could Make a Big Difference 

Statistics show that charities are increasingly reliant on legacies as a source of 
funding – as the increasing amount of legacy-seeking advertising on certain 
TV channels shows. The Society is no different – and yes, we are a charity! 

Many canal restoration projects have benefitted from wills. In one case, a 
person with no dependants left over £500,000 to a canal restoration trust. That 
was exceptional but 30 years ago a legacy of over £150,000 made a 
significant contribution to the Montgomery Canal restoration at Aston. More 
recently, the restoration has received sums such as £70,000; £40,000; 
£30,000; and £10,000 from supporters’ wills. Of the Schoolhouse Bridge 
funding, £120,000 came from legacies. The Society itself has in recent years 
received a legacy of nearly £30,000 and another one of £40,000. 

These sums can really make a difference. Today, many public funding 
sources need match funding, so legacies can help to fill that matching need. 
Indeed, there can be a multiplier effect – eg if a funding bid needs 10 per cent 
match funds and that 10 per cent comes from legacies, the value of work done 
becomes as much as ten times the amount of the legacy. 

Making a will enables you to decide how your money should be allocated after 
your demise. 

The Government encourages us to leave money to charities. The value of 
legacies is exempt from inheritance tax – which is at 40 per cent after the 
usual tax reliefs. And if you give 10 per cent or more of your money to 
charities then the tax rate on the rest falls to 36 per cent. (If you have a 
relative who has recently died, it is possible within two years to make a deed 
of variation with the other beneficiaries to put a legacy into the will.) 

When making a will, there are different types of gift you can make: 

• A specific sum of money – a lump sum 

• The whole – or a percentage – of your assets, after other gifts and 
expenses have been paid 

• A particular item, such as jewellery, shares or a piece of land 

So, when making a will, please consider leaving a legacy to ‘The Shropshire 
Union Canal Society (Charity No. 245875)’. Most donors are happy for the 
Society Trustees to choose the project to which your gift will be allocated. 
However, you can also express a preference which the Trustees will try to 
accommodate if it is achievable within a reasonable timeframe. If you only 
want your gift to be allocated to a specific project, please discuss this with the 

 Leaving a Legacy 

 

 Page 15 Cuttings Spring 2024 

Society’s Treasurer Clive Robertson who will be able to help you determine 
how best to achieve this (see the inside front cover page for his contact 
details). Or if you’ve already made your will, you can add a new clause by 
making what is known as a codicil. 

Naturally, this article is not proper professional advice. If you consider making 
a gift in your will, we recommend you speak to your solicitor or other adviser to 
ensure the wording is right so that your gift is used as you intend. 

More information is available on our website at www.shropshireunion.org.uk/
donate or email enquiries@shropshireunion.org.uk or contact 

Shropshire Union Canal Society (charity number 245875) 
Bryn Estyn 
East Street 
Llangollen 
LL20 8RB 

Where there’s a will, there’s a way! 

Michael Limbrey 

We extend a warm welcome to the following new members: 

• Mr Chris Rodziewicz & Ms Julie Jackson of Crickheath 

• Mr Richard & S Smith and family of Welshpool 

• Mr Jack Reynolds of Shrewsbury 

• Mr Ian & Mrs Judith Awcock of Exeter 

• Mrs Wendy Faulkner and family of Ellesmere 

• Mr Mark Linnemann of Welshpool 

• Mr and Mrs Draper and family of Uckfield 

You can contact me about any membership matter at 42, Foyle Road, 
Blackheath, SE3 7RH, telephone 07920 708255 or by emailing 
memsec@shropshireunion.org.uk. 

Richard Feeney, Membership Secretary 

 Membership News 

https://www.shropshireunion.org.uk/donate
https://www.shropshireunion.org.uk/donate
mailto:enquiries@shropshireunion.org.uk
mailto:memsec@shropshireunion.org.uk
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Date What Where Notes 

9 Mar, 12 noon 
IWA SDNW 
Annual Quiz and 
Lunch  

Narrowboat Inn 
Whittington, SY11 
4NU 

Contact 
Dawn.Aylwin@ 
waterways.org.uk if 
you wish to attend 

22–24 Mar, 
10am–4pm 

SUCS Stall at 
S&NCT Canals 
Exhibition 

Shrewsbury 
Flaxmill Maltings, 
SY1 2SZ 

See 
tinyurl.com/5bme85xx 
(S&NCT) 

29 Mar–1 Apr, 
10am–4pm 

Easter Historic 
Boat Gathering 

National 
Waterways 
Museum, 
Ellesmere Port, 
CH65 4FW 

See tinyurl.com/
ycyn3s2c (C&RT) 

29 Mar–1 Apr, 
10am–5pm 

Roving Canal 
Traders 
Associations 
Easter Floating 
Market 

Great Haywood 
Junction, Staffs, 
ST18 0RJ 

See 
tinyurl.com/5yvfr8u4 
(Facebook) 

22 Apr, 
2.30pm 

Montgomery 
Canal Forum – 
presentations on 
canal and its 
restoration 

Powis Suite, Royal 
Oak Hotel, 
Welshpool , SY21 
7DG 

 

18 May 
Montgomery 
Canal Triathlon 

Newtown to 
Crickheath 

See the poster on 
page 37 and 
tinyurl.com/2h8jd76p 
(MWRT) 

25–27 May, 
8am–5pm 

Crick Boat Show 

Crick Waterside & 
Marina, Crick, 
Northants, NN6 
7SQ 

See crickboatshow. 
co.uk 

28 Jun 

Schoolhouse 
Bridge Re-
opening 
Ceremony 

Schoolhouse 
Bridge, Long Lane, 
SY10 8BT 

More details will be 
available closer to the 
time 

 Dates for Your Diary 
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Before travelling, you are advised to check with the event organisers that 
there has been no change. 

Date What Where Notes 

13 Jul, 
10am–4.30pm 

SUCS Stall at 
Aqueduct 
Boating Event 

Aqueduct Marina, 
Church Minshull, 
Cheshire CW5 
6DX 

See tinyurl.com/
yrcmxftp (Aqueduct 
Marina) 

13 Jul, 
6.30pm–late 

Live Music 
Outdoor Event 

Aqueduct Marina, 
Church Minshull, 
Cheshire CW5 
6DX 

See tinyurl.com/ 
5n7dm5m4 (Aqueduct 
Marina) 

20–21 Jul 
SUCS Stall at 
Gnosall Canal 
Festival 

Gnosall, Staffs, 
ST20 0DA 

See the poster on 
page 30 and 
gnosallcanalfestival. 
co.uk 

27–28 Jul 
Gathering of 
Historic Boats 

Audlem Mill, 
Audlem, Cheshire 
CW3 0DX  

See 
tinyurl.com/5a5d96sm 
(Audlem Mill) 

mailto:Dawn.Aylwin@waterways.org.uk
mailto:Dawn.Aylwin@waterways.org.uk
http://tinyurl.com/5bme85xx
http://tinyurl.com/ycyn3s2c
http://tinyurl.com/ycyn3s2c
http://tinyurl.com/5yvfr8u4
http://tinyurl.com/2h8jd76p
https://www.crickboatshow.co.uk
https://www.crickboatshow.co.uk
http://tinyurl.com/yrcmxftp
http://tinyurl.com/yrcmxftp
https://tinyurl.com/5n7dm5m4
https://tinyurl.com/5n7dm5m4
http://www.gnosallcanalfestival.co.uk
http://www.gnosallcanalfestival.co.uk
http://tinyurl.com/5a5d96sm
https://swanleybridgemarina.com/
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Mary (1/3/36–31/10/23) and Derrick (11/1/35–8/10/23) Awcock, formerly of NB 
‘Madrigal’ boated for around 25 years before moving to Devon in 1998 to be 
nearer family in old age. This obituary is penned partly by their son Ian 
cataloguing the early part of their journey and also by Sue Ball who worked 
alongside them in SUCS and Montgomery Waterways Restoration Trust in the 
late 1980s and 1990s. 

Ian Awcock remembers 

Mary and Derrick started boating with 
their two boys in 1972 having moved 
from North London to Formby where 
the massive tidal range put paid to 
their plans for a sailing coastal 
cruiser. On many trips up and down 
the motorway, they had spotted canal 
boats and bought their first boat, a 
Dawncraft 27 named ‘Mardi’, from 
Deans Marina, Chester. That went up 
the Llangollen (with the inevitable 
Dawncraft windscreen vs lift bridge 
accident) with many happy weekends 
away as well. 

Mary’s mum was living in Liverpool by 
then and enjoyed boating so a bigger 
boat was ordered from Teddesley on 
the Staffs & Worcester Canal. 
‘Madrigal’ was launched in 1973 – a 
mooring was found on the Leeds and 
Liverpool at Haskayne with Mersey 
Motor Boat Club (MMBC). 

Mary and Derrick soon found roles in 
the local IWA and MMBC where 

Derrick was Treasurer for many years. 

Ian has memories as a teenager of cruises to Lydiate so Mary and Derrick 
could attend a Boat Club dinner dance. Also memories of many campaign 
cruises, some with the Litherland Lift bridge still working and holding up all that 
1970s traffic. 

Liverpool campaign cruises were a permanent fixture in the ‘Madrigal’ calendar 
for many years alongside great campaigners such as Bill Wilson, John Bowles 

 Obituary – Mary and Derrick Awcock 

(Photo: M Awcock) 
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(‘Titania’) and the Grundys (‘Beatty’). The campaigning paid off: the Leeds and 
Liverpool western end was never filled in and is now open with a new lock 
through to Albert Dock. 

There were many lengthy family cruises across the system, often with friends 
Peter and Julie Glover (‘Baby Monst’) collecting – I think it was – three Silver 
Swords while also visiting places now restored like Bugsworth and Leek. 

Boat rallies were a key part with memorabilia still in the family from the 
Burscough Rally and IWA Nationals at Titford and Northwich among others. 
Mary and Derrick ran the IWA regional sales stand for many years prompting 
happy memories of lugging boxes and erecting tables and gazebos! 

When the two boys went to Polytechnic to study, Mary and Derrick moved 
down to Shropshire changing IWA Merseyside Branch to Shrewsbury and 
Border Counties. There was also great interest in the Shroppie and SUCS as 
well as the Montgomery Restoration. 

‘Madrigal’ became a Shroppie fixture and underwent a transformation with a 
new steel top replacing the fibreglass original and a new engine at one point – 
they wore out the good old SR2! 

They cruised wider – to London and the National in the Lea Valley. They also 
did the infamous Madrigal Boat Pull with Derrick pulling ‘Madrigal’ down the 
Llangollen to raise funds for Montgomery Waterways Restoration Trust and 
Guide Dogs for the Blind. 

They were stalwarts of the Shroppie and one of Ian’s last boating memories 
are of some days out with Mary and Derrick’s first grandchild at Adderley 
locks. 

Sue Ball remembers 

Unsure of where to start in describing Derrick and Mary’s contribution to 
SUCS, I pulled a copy of Cuttings at random from the collection I’m currently 
sifting through. What an education! Mary was then Secretary as well as 
Membership Secretary and overseeing Cuttings distribution while writing a fair 
chunk of it. Derrick was Vice-Chair as well as Treasurer and son Martin was 
editing Cuttings and standing in for the Working Party Officer who was off on 
paternity leave! 

We could have renamed it the Awcock Canal Society I suppose! With NB 
‘Madrigal’ they’d attended the National Waterways Festival at Dudley with 
publicity stands, joining other canal/Shropshire interests in the ‘Montgomery 
Marquee’ there. There were also rallies to attend at Chester, Whitchurch and 
Ellesmere during the course of that year. 

(Continued on page 20) 
 

https://shropshireunion.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/129-Mary-and-Derrick-Awcock-Cuttings-2024-03.jpg
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There was the opening of the Montgomery Canal, Perry Aqueduct to Queens 
Head, to plan for and the society AGM and Dinner to plan and organise. Mary 
was attending Customer Forum meetings with BWB and local authorities while 
Derrick reported on Lottery Heritage Fund applications and Princes Trust 
Grants as well as the usual subscriptions, tax and accounts. In addition, they 
were heavily involved in the ‘Aqueduct 200’ weekends, publicity events to 
celebrate the 200th anniversary of the Longden on Tern Aqueduct which their 
home overlooked. Naturally the Awcocks were involved with organisation, 
publicity and guided tours, rounded off with a special ‘Songs of Praise’ event. 
Need I go on? 

And this was only autumn 1996. I shudder to think what they found time for in 
other years. 

Like many boaters Mary and Derrick ‘got involved’ because they wanted to put 
something back into what they enjoyed so much. I know they found a great 
deal of satisfaction and happiness in what they did over the years. Along with 
their great friends Ron and Barbara Reid (IWA), they absolutely made the 
most of their time involved with canals in Shropshire. Their commitment was 
total, their energy awesome and their achievements impressive. They were 
also great for a laugh and a joke as well – very important. The Shropshire 
Union Canal Society owes Derrick and Mary a huge debt of gratitude. 

We are what we are today due to folks like them. 

 
Internet shropshireunion.org.uk 

 
Facebook @shropshireunion 

 
Instagram @shropshireunion 

 
Twitter @shropshireunion 

 
Linkedin @shropshireunion 

 Follows SUCS Online 
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The Society restarted enhancement work on the Shropshire Union system in 
May this year after an absence of a number of years. Previous work has left a 
legacy of moorings, picnic areas and benches right across the SU system. All 
are well used and many still bear the society’s name. 

Following discussions with C&RT 
about possible locations for 
enhancement work, we chose 
Ellesmere on the Llangollen Canal. 
Here, based at historic Ellesmere 
Yard, we have – as our own ‘patch’ – 
the length of canal from the Yard to 
Bridge 55. This includes the beautiful 
section past Blakemere in the 
‘Shropshire Lake District’. Why not a 
location on the Montgomery Canal? 
Well, surprisingly, the Montgomery is 
well provided for in terms of 
enhancement groups but the Llangollen is not – hence our choice. 

Work started in May on – what else? – 
renovation of the benches and picnic 
sites that the society installed twenty-
odd years ago. We have also done 
vegetation and towpath clearance, and 
painting of the amenity area at 
Ellesmere Yard. The volunteer group 
presently has about half a dozen 
regulars and has so far contributed 
over 150 hours to the C&RT national 
volunteer total. The results of the work 
have attracted plaudits from local 
residents, boaters, Ellesmere Town 
Council and C&RT alike. Plans for 
next year include repairs to towpath 

surfaces and clearance of vegetation on the offside of the channel. 

Enhancement work is not as intense or physically demanding as restoration 
work but is a lot of fun and just as satisfying. It is amazing what can be done 
during a few hours on one Saturday a month! If you are interested in getting 
involved in enhancement work, please see here for more details: 
shropshireunion.org.uk/get-involved#Enhancement. 

David Carter 

Ellesmere Yard amenity area 

Clearance work on the 

Ellesmere Arm towpath  

 The Enhancements Year – 2023 

https://shropshireunion.org.uk
https://www.facebook.com/shropshireunion
https://www.instagram.com/shropshireunion
https://twitter.com/shropshireunion
https://www.linkedin.com/company/shropshireunion
https://shropshireunion.org.uk/get-involved#Enhancement
https://shropshireunion.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/2023-Enhancements-Summary-1.jpg
https://shropshireunion.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/2023-Enhancements-Summary-2.jpg
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One of a planned series of articles on the wildlife and nature that can be seen 
on the SU network... 

In 2018, SUCS volunteers working on the restoration of Pryces Bridge to 
Crickheath canal section were involved in a very important task that needed to 
be carried out before work could begin on the canal bed. 

Along with C&RT ecologists, for 60 days a period of great crested newt 
trapping and relocation of same within fences was completed with some 70 
great crested newts successfully captured and re-homed. Also in the mix were 
smooth (or common) newts – a close cousin – frogs, toads and other aquatic 
species. 

With 14 SUCS volunteers 
also involved in the process, 
the initial task was to search 
on the grassed area of the 
offside banks where access 
to the channel and stockpile 
areas had been identified. A 
meticulous hand search was 
first carried out and careful 
strimming and raking up and 
removal of vegetation 
followed. To be absolutely 
sure there were no small 
creatures remaining, the 
whole process was then 
carried out a second time 
with the removal of any 

vegetation left behind that might conceal the creatures. 

The project required many early morning visits to the approved traps by the 
ecologists and with a successful conclusion reached, work could then begin on 
restoring the canal bed. Eventually, ecologists were satisfied that the great 
crested newts were re-established and the area was handed back to the 
SUCS in June 2019. 

So, great crested newts (or Triturus cristatus), what do we know of them? 

Protected in the UK under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981, they are 
listed as a priority species under the UK Post-2010 Biodiversity Framework 
with the UK’s population of the animal recognised as internationally important. 

Newt-proof fencing near Pryces Bridge. 

Photo: D Carter 

 Great Crested Newts 
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Great crested newts are amphibians that breed in spring and go on to spend 
the rest of the warm seasons feeding on invertebrates near water, in woodland 
and hedgerows, and other similar areas. They are the UK’s largest species of 
newt measuring from nose to tail up to 17 cm (6.7 inches) and have an 
average lifespan of 6 to 15 years. 

The male great crested newt is almost black or dark brown with spotted flanks, 
warty skin and a brilliant orange belly dotted with black blotches. During the 
breeding season the male has a long jagged crest along the body and a white 
‘flash’ along the tail making it easily identified from the female. The female is 
slightly larger than the male and lacks the crest and flash but does have a 
yellow-orange stripe running along her tail. 

During the breeding season 
males perform courtship 
routines wagging their tails 
from side to side to attract 
the females. After mating, 
females lay two or three 
eggs a day between March 
and mid-July. Up to 200 
creamy-white eggs – each 
encased within a jelly 
capsule – are carefully 
concealed within the leaves 
of water plants and around 
August, newt larvae (known 
as efts) emerge from the 
water. This is a process 
which can last up until October. The resulting young can then take between 
two to four years before they are ready to mate. 

During winter the newts hibernate under tree roots, in burrows or in the 
protection of old walls or log piles, and this lasts from October to February. 

Great crested newts feed on tadpoles, froglets, worms and other invertebrates 
while their predators include herons, moorhens, mallards and sticklebacks who 
consume the newt eggs while foraging in water plants. 

With the care that is taken today to preserve these little creatures, let us hope 
that numbers steadily climb in the years to come. 

Jan Johnstone 

A rescued newt. Photo: D Carter 

https://shropshireunion.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/2014-08-WP-Image-3-MaxD1200.jpg
https://shropshireunion.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/2014-07-WP-Image-3-MaxD1200.jpg
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Are we related? Our name is Burslem Port Trust (BPT) and you may be 
forgiven for only being vaguely aware of us – we are very small and rather well 
hidden. Even most of the people whose homes overlook our site are unaware 
that they are looking at what used to be a canal and that its only remaining 
wharf was built by the Shropshire Union. We may also, by a gnat’s whisker, be 
the most eastern of all that company’s properties. Perhaps you can advise us 
on that point? 

Our story, in short, is that the Shropshire Union wanted a ‘slice of the action’ 
which the Trent and Mersey Canal was enjoying in the 1800s thanks to the 
thriving pottery industry in Stoke-on-Trent. So the Shropshire Union built a 
wharf on the Trent and Mersey Canal’s existing Burslem Branch Canal 
complete with a warehouse and cottage in the oldest, most historic heart of the 
city (although it wasn’t officially a city in those days). 

Incredibly, those two buildings are still earning their keep with a business 
successfully operating out of them, albeit by road. The short branch (about half 
a mile long) which linked the wharf to the Trent and Mersey Canal worked well 
for over 100 years before suffering a breach in the early 1960s. 

Rather than repair the damage, the branch was isolated from the Trent and 
Mersey and never re-watered. Over the years, it has been filled in and 
reclaimed by nature to the point that it would be hard to detect its presence 
were it not for the wharf and the still well-used path that began as a towpath. 
Frankly, it is a miracle that the whole lot hasn’t been built over given its 
location in the heart of a conurbation but it hasn’t – and that gives hope that 
the channel may be re-watered one day. 

Warehouse in its heyday 

 Shropshire Union Wharf at Burslem 
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Various efforts have been made by others before us to protect this rare piece 
of industrial heritage which has survived against all the odds but Anno Domini 
gets the better of all of us sooner or later and we are now a small, largely new 
(and a little younger) group trying to throw a lifeline to this almost forgotten 
waterway. 

If you fancy visiting us one day and taking a short walk so that you can claim 
to have seen the ‘Shroppie warehouse on the Burslem Branch’ (you can still 
just about make out the remains of the company’s name), give Dave or 
Michael a ring on 07974 966253 or 07990 247511 (respectively). More 
information on the history of the branch and our plans can also be found at 
burslemport.org.uk. 

Michael Toohey, BPT Finance Director  

Market Drayton Community 

 Amateur Sports Club 

Betton Rd, Market Drayton TF9 1HH 

01630 652786 

www.draytonsportsclub.com 

A warm welcome with fitness and sporting facilities open to 

members & non-members. Activities include gym, 

boxing, various fitness classes, cricket and & beauty therapy. We 

also have a bar where you can relax & enjoy a drink on Thursday 

and Fridays evenings from 6pm to 9pm. 

 

https://shropshireunion.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/051-SUC-Warehouse-Burslem-Cuttings-2024-03.jpg
https://www.burslemport.org.uk
http://www.draytonsportsclub.com
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In 1796, the ancient town of Whitchurch in Shropshire saw plans by the 
Ellesmere Canal Company for a canal arm leading into the town to be built off 
the Ellesmere Canal (now known as the Llangollen Canal). 

Authorised by an Act of 
Parliament in 1796, by 
1805 a decision had 
already been made to 
abandon the plan. 
However, a group of 
Whitchurch businessmen 
approached the company 
offering to not only build 
the branch but also 
include a short extension 
to Castle Well bringing 
the terminus closer to the 
town centre and 
improving trade. Ellesmere Canal Company refused permission for the 
businessmen to build the arm but were happy to continue the build with the 
proviso that their costs were met by borrowing money from them. The 
extension opened on 6th July 1808 – the extra quarter mile terminating in a 
narrow triangular basin opening four years later in 1811. 

Fast forward now to 1939 when traffic on the Llangollen Arm of the SUC had 
all but ceased resulting in both the Llangollen and the Whitchurch Arm 
formally closing to navigation under the LM&S Railway Company Act of 1944. 

By the 1950s, the Ellesmere Canal, now referred to as the Llangollen Canal, 
had been re-opened but this did not include the Whitchurch Arm. By the 
1980s, Whitchurch Town Council was considering bringing the arm back into 
use, mainly for tourism. The result was that, by mid-1986, the Whitchurch Arm 
Trust had been formed with the backing of the Town Council. This later 
became a charitable trust known as the Whitchurch Waterway Trust 
incorporated on 26th July 1988. 

The initial aim was to re-open three-quarters of a mile of the branch leading 
from the Llangollen Canal; after that much of the land had been developed so 
a new route would be required to reach the town centre. 

Grants were secured to fund the section of the arm to Chemistry Bridge and 
this was completed in October 1993 with 48-hour overnight and long-stay 
moorings provided. It was hoped in 1997 that the Trust could raise funds to 
buy the land to restore the canal right into the town centre. 

 The Whitchurch Arm 
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In 2012, the Trust announced plans to extend from Chemistry Bridge – where 
currently the canal ends – to create a new basin with moorings on part of the 
country park. In 2014, a cost of £650,000 was anticipated. By 2023, the Trust 
announced plans to build a short extension terminating in a new basin and the 
first stage (land levelling, new paths, boards etc) had been met with money 
from the European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development. Currently, the 
Trust is seeking further funding to complete. 

Current information on the above can be found at whitchurchwaterway.uk. 
More information on the Arm can be found at tinyurl.com/ye8uyah6 
(Whitchurch Heritage Centre). 

The two photographs accompanying this article are from the turn of the 
century. The first, pre-1918 ‘Drawbridge on the Canal, Whitchurch’, I think this 
is New Mills lift bridge 31, adjacent to the junction with the Whitchurch Arm. 

The second, date-stamped 1909 entitled solely ‘Whitchurch’, shows the canal 
not far from the church – this part of the original canal is now filled in. By 1808, 
this section had been extended to Sherryman’s Bridge, continuing in 1811 to 
the basin near Park Road and Mill Street. To accommodate the basin the town 
mill was demolished and the mill pond filled in; today, it is Tesco’s car park. 

Any information you may have on the two illustrations positively identifying 
their locations would be gratefully received. Photographs of what is there now 
would be even better! Ed 

Jan Johnstone 

https://shropshireunion.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/032-1909-Whitchurch-Drawbridge-Cuttings-2024-03.jpg
https://whitchurchwaterway.uk
http://tinyurl.com/ye8uyah6
https://shropshireunion.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/032-1909-Whitchurch-Cuttings-2024-03.jpg
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Visiting The Danny 

Talks, tours, tea & steam cruises for groups 

The Daniel Adamson is a 1903 Steam Ship boasting a unique Art Deco interior which 

was saved from being scrapped by a team of enthusiastic volunteers, who bought the 

ship for £1 and then secured £3.8 Million from the Heritage Lottery Fund to save the 

significant ship, which is 15th on the Register of National Historic Ships. 

Talks to groups of 15-20 in the Art Deco Saloon 

Talks and Tours of the boat when static start at £5 per person. 

Talks to Societies 

A 45 minute on your premises, 

sharing images of the Danny and 

Manchester Ship Canal right back to 

its building. We also share an insight 

into the Restoration of the Danny 

and the work of the Volunteers. 

Cruising Groups 

On cruises, groups of up to 80 can 

be accommodated. The vessel is 

also available for Private Hire. 

To make an enquiry for more details, email  
enquiries@danieladamson.co.uk  
or go to thedanny.co.uk. 
 
To book a talk at your venue, please contact 
sheila.leonard@danieladamson.co.uk. 

 
@dannyinsteam 

 
@dannyinsteam 
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 Family Cruises on the ‘Danny’ 

A family mini-cruise is included in the exciting new schedule prepared by the 
Daniel Adamson Preservation Society who manage the ‘Danny’. At around 1.5 
hours, it is ideal for the shorter attention of young children but it will still give 
them an understanding of the days of steam power. Priced at £5 per child, £10 
per adult and £25 per family, the route leaves the wharf at Sutton Weaver, 
heads under the Warrington to Chester railway viaduct and under the M56 
motorway before turning the vessel close to the Manchester Ship Canal. 

As well as the popular programme of cruises through the stunning countryside 
of the Weaver Valley, there are some new cruises aimed at both the waterway 
enthusiast and those wanting to see the full length of the Manchester Ship 
Canal and navigable sections of the Mersey Estuary. The first one leaves the 
Royal Albert Dock complex at the entrance to Salford Quays at Mode Wheel 
Locks on 5th May while the return journey again takes in most of the ship 
canal. There are also new cruises taking in Sutton Weaver to Ellesmere Port 
with the opportunity to see the bridges over the Mersey estuary in the Runcorn 
Gap as well as enjoy music cruises and Fish and Chips cruises. 

For full details, please view the website at thedanny.co.uk. 

Les Green 

RICHARD POTTER LTD 

Supplier of quality hardwoods, softwoods and sheet materials to many 
narrowboat owners. We always have large stocks of veneered and 

marine plywood together with extensive stocks of other sheets, 
hardwoods, etc. We offer a full cutting to size and machining service 

and a local delivery service. 

Millstone Lane, Nantwich, Cheshire CW5 5PN 

Telephone 01270 625791 

Monday - Friday: 8:00am to 4:00pm 

Saturday: 8:00am to 12:30pm 

Sunday (stock & shop sales only):- 

Summer Mar-Oct: 10:00am to 12:30pm 

Winter Nov-Feb: Closed 

Website address www.fortimber.co.uk 

E-mail richardpotter@fortimber.co.uk 

mailto:enquiries@danieladamson.co.uk
http://www.thedanny.co.uk
mailto:sheila.leonard@danieladamson.co.uk
https://twitter.com/dannyinsteam
https://www.facebook.com/dannyinsteam
https://www.thedanny.co.uk
http://www.fortimber.co.uk
mailto:richardpotter@fortimber.co.uk
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Well, yes, you had to have a sense a 
humour with a wind chill factor like that 
at the re-opening on 31st January 
2024. Nevertheless, it was an 
occasion to be savoured. 

The bridge itself does look very 
handsome indeed. I’d not seen it since 
last autumn and its facings, added 
since then, look quite stunning. Very 
well done to everyone involved! You 
surely deserve to feel so proud of the 
finished result. 

It was a celebration of the finishing of 
the bridge, the occasion being marked 
by the passage of: 

• A 1931 Sentinel Steam Waggon – in Morris’s (Shrewsbury) livery 

• A 1950s Citroën car 

• A Lomax 3 wheeler 

• A Morgan 

• A 1910 Burrell 7hp traction engine ‘Cromwell’ over the newly completed 
bridge 

in some instances, more than once 

Afterwards there was the 
ceremonial ‘cutting of the ribbon’ by 
Shropshire County Council Chair, 
Councillor Vince Hunt, with a few 
words uttered – mostly wind-
whipped. It added to the fun. 

The road will be re-opened for 
traffic shortly and the real ‘posh’ 
opening ceremony will be held on 
Friday 28th June so watch this 
space – there is, as always, so 
much more to come. 

Sue Ball 

 Fun at Schoolhouse Bridge 

Cromwell on the new bridge 

(photo S Ball) 

Michael Limbrey (left) and Vince Hunt 

cutting the ribbon (photo V Smith) 

http://www.gnosallcanalfestival.co.uk/
https://shropshireunion.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/147-SHB-Opening-Ceremony-Cromwell-Cuttings-2024-03-Sue-Ball.jpg
https://shropshireunion.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/147-SHB-Opening-Ceremony-Michael-Limbrey-Cuttings-2024-03.jpg
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The 2024 restoration programme started with the fantastic news that the Rural 
Prosperity Fund application has been successful. This grant, worth over £250K 
including the match funding provided by the Society and Montgomery 
Waterway Restoration Trust, will fund the restoration works between now and 
March next year. By then, we should be halfway to Schoolhouse Bridge.  

The last update concluded with the water tests in October. These were the last 
part of the pilot scheme activities. The results have now been reviewed and 
analysed by C&RT. Following a presentation of the proposals to the 
Navigation Advisory Group in November and further discussion with C&RT 
ecologists in December, the design has been finalised. In summary: 

• A minimum depth of 1.2 metres has been agreed as has the maximum 
gradient for the banks but essentially the channel will be restored to the 
same dimensions as the original construction. 

• Waterproofing will be required where the towpath is on an embankment but 
not elsewhere. This equates to just over 40 per cent of the channel 
between Crickheath Bridge and Schoolhouse Bridge. 

• The waterproofing method will be the same as for the previous project north 
of Crickheath, ie four layers of membrane weighted down by building 
blocks. This proven solution is ideal for the prevailing ground conditions 
and is one we are very familiar with. 

• In order to maximise net biodiversity gain, where the channel is lined, the 
off- side bank will incorporate an innovative ‘soft bank’ design. In effect, this 
is a submerged, low, interlocking but open-structured retaining wall towards 
the top of the bank. The area behind this will be filled with site strip from the 
channel bed, ideal for water margin plants and animals. 

There have been four work parties since the last update and an awful lot of 
rain! The area at the north end of the site by Crickheath Wharf is in a cut both 

sides, holds water well and 
always fills with water over 
winter. Our last activity in this 
area (aided by pumping to 
keep the work area dry) was in 
November when coping stones 
were replaced on the repaired 
wall. These included the new 
replacement copings funded by 
the Association for Industrial 
Archaeology grant. 

 Restoration Update 

Winter wharf by the water 
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In December, we finished the works funded by National Grid’s Community 
Matters Fund. This involved planting 500 hedging whips on the off side 
boundary. The December work party also saw the return of hedge-laying as a 
winter activity after several years absence. This has proved a popular activity 
attracting a number of new volunteers. The associated bonfire is also a very 
popular winter activity. By the end of the February work party, 83 metres along 
the towpath had been cleared and the hedge laid. Another notable event in 
December was a visit to site by Mandy Thorn, Shropshire High Sheriff, who 

commented, “What an incredible 
bunch of people doing absolutely 
wonderful things.” 

While the area by the wharf has been under water since November, the 
channel in Phase 1B further south has remained dry. Dry channel over winter 
is a luxury never experienced in the previous project so this time we have 
taken full advantage. At the time of writing, after the February work party, 50 
metres of channel has now been graded to the correct depth and banks 
smoothed and profiled to the correct gradient ready for lining. A further 100 
metres is in progress nearing completion. 

Weather permitting, lining and blocking will commence in March. 

Tom Fulda 

Hedge-laying in December Progress by February 

Phase 1B in June 2022 Phase 1B in February 2024 

https://shropshireunion.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/149-Cuttings-2023-12-Restoration-Update-6-Tom-Fulda-WWBTW.jpg
https://shropshireunion.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/149-Cuttings-2023-12-Restoration-Update-3-Tom-Fulda-2748.jpg
https://shropshireunion.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/149-Cuttings-2023-12-Restoration-Update-5-Tom-Fulda-2959.jpg
https://shropshireunion.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/149-Cuttings-2023-12-Restoration-Update-1-Tom-Fulda-0441.jpg
https://shropshireunion.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/149-Cuttings-2023-12-Restoration-Update-4-Tom-Fulda-2957.jpg
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The passing of Mary and Derrick Awcock reminds us of the long history of 
working with local IWA and, more recently, with the Friends of the 
Montgomery Canal. While on Council, Mary and Derrick were also Chairman 
and Treasurer of the local IWA branch, indeed longer in those positions than 
anyone before or since. Mary was also active in Montgomery Waterway 
Restoration Trust meetings planning the future of the canal.  

These were the days of great activity for the Montgomery Canal. A special 
1987 Act of Parliament gave powers to restore the whole canal: it had involved 
a huge effort by British Waterways, the councils and everyone else, but the 
funding expected from Whitehall did not come. However, the 1990s made use 
of that preparation with Derelict Land restoration from Frankton to Queen’s 
Head, rebuilt locks at Burgedin and Aston, and new bridges at Gallowstree 
(117) and Whitehouse (120) replacing culverts which had isolated Welshpool 
from the canal north and south of the town. 

But… (Mary never liked me using ‘and’ or ‘but’ at the start of a sentence – let 
alone a whole paragraph!)… But we had to campaign before we got those 
bridges at Welshpool and that was the start of the Dinghy Dawdle. The first 
Dawdle in 1985 involved ‘exercising our right of navigation’ across the site of 
the old Gallowstree bridge into Welshpool: the local constabulary came to hold 
up the traffic and we handed frustrated motorists our bilingual leaflet, with the 
Awcocks’ address for contact, saying we wanted to raise the money to raise 
the bridge. 

As you know, the Dawdle continued for many years and now the Triathlon 
brings entries from far and wide. It’s really doing the same thing: promoting the 
canal for all it has to offer – the built and natural heritage, the countryside and 
of course the attraction of messing about on or by the water. 

This year’s Triathlon will again show anyone taking part the restored but 
unused locks south of Berriew, the re-opened canal through Welshpool, work 
under the Levelling-Up grant and the dry canal from the border to 
Schoolhouse Bridge. 

As for that bridge, by the time you read these notes, the contractors will have 
left the site and the road will have been re-opened. Over the coming months, 
volunteers will tidy the site and landscape to return it in good condition to the 
landowners who have been so helpful and for longer than we or they 
anticipated. A core of volunteers led by Chris Bushnell will be helped by the 
Waterway Recovery Group over Easter. There is plenty to do and more help 
will be welcome. So if you have time over the spring – perhaps you miss that 
second monthly work party – do let us know by getting in touch via 
schoolhouse@themontgomerycanal.org.uk. 

 Update from Michael Limbrey 
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Plans are in hand for a ‘Celebration of the Schoolhouse Bridge’ project on 28th 
June. This will not only be about the bridge but also about all that Restore the 
Montgomery Canal! achieves. This event, like last year’s Crickheath Opening, 
will celebrate the long commitment of volunteers to the canal. It will also 
underline the amazing extent of activity on the canal: there is now more 
happening on the canal than since those days when the canal was opened to 
Aston and Maesbury and from Burgedin through Welshpool. 

You know how successful the Restore the Montgomery Canal! appeal has 
been so far as our combined volunteer effort to promote the canal to 
supporters, councils and everyone else. A councillor said the other day, “It’s 
brilliant what has been raised already” – recognising that the more we raise, 
the more it helps other funders support the canal. 

Our event in June will underline the strength of the appeal and its new focus 
on the Society’s volunteering. Just as we used earlier Restore the Montgomery 
Canal! funds to open up larger grants for the canal – multiplying many times 
the value of individual donations – so we hope in the future to provide match 
funding to secure further grants for restoration south of Crickheath. 

There will be many opportunities to raise funds specifically for Crickheath 
South and more help will be welcome. So if you aren’t a digger – or are a 
digger who would like to give more time to the canal – and you can help with a 
coffee morning, plant sale, at a local show or other event, or in any other way, 
do let us know at appeal@themontgomerycanal.org.uk. 

Michael Limbrey 

 Why Restore the Montgomery Canal! 

Of course, I do not mean ‘why should we restore the canal?’ but what is 
Restore the Montgomery Canal!? Aren’t there enough of us working for the 
canal without needing another group? 

Why so many Montgomery groups? It’s mainly because today’s canal is only 
part of the Shropshire Union network so both the Society and the IWA’s 
Shrewsbury District & North Wales (SD&NW) branch are interested in many 
more miles of waterway than just the line to Newtown. 

By contrast, the Friends and its parent charity the Montgomery Waterway 
Restoration Trust are by definition dedicated to the canal alone. 

Then there’s C&RT itself, Waterway Recovery Group, the Heulwen Trust 
(closely bound up with the start of restoration), canoes and paddlesports... 

It is because there are so many names that the Society, IWA, Friends of the 
Montgomery Canal and Montgomery Waterway Restoration Trust (MWRT)  

(Continued on page 36) 

mailto:schoolhouse@themontgomerycanal.org.uk
mailto:appeal@themontgomerycanal.org.uk


 

Cuttings Spring 2024 Page 36 

came together to promote the restoration under one banner. 

None of us exist without our past. When 44 years ago the Montgomery 
Waterway Restoration Group had finished funding and overseeing the 
restoration of the Seven Miles from Gallowstree to Burgedin, the MWRT was 
set up to carry on that engagement with councillors and council officials and 
other statutory and public organisations. IWA and SUCS were founder 
members of the MWRT and are permanent members – as are the local 
councils and the two county wildlife trusts. 

Over many years, regular MWRT meetings dealt with the re-opening from 
Frankton to Queen’s Head; new bridges opening the canal through Welshpool; 
and the first nature conservation agreements leading to the 1987 British 
Waterways Act to restore the whole canal. When the conservationists 
challenged those earlier agreements, the Heritage Lottery Fund supported the 
Conservation Management Strategy which integrates restoration for boats with 
conservation of the natural and built heritage and other benefits. 

From funding in 2002 to publication in 2005, there were many meetings with 
SUCS, IWA and MWRT and officials from BW, local authorities, statutory 
agencies and regulators, and wildlife trusts to develop the new Strategy. 
These meetings developed into the Montgomery Canal Partnership which 
continues now with officer representation from C&RT, the councils and other 
organisations. Today, however, many meetings take place outside the 
Partnership – not least to keep in touch with councillors not involved with 
Partnership meetings. (Late news is that Cllr Brian Williams, nominated to 
represent Shropshire Council on MWRT, has recently been elected to the 
C&RT Council.) 

Over the years there have been other bodies too: the Prince of Wales’ 
Committee, Development Board for Rural Wales, Manpower Services 
Commission, Montgomery Canal Cruises, and Montgomery Canal Boat & 
Canoe Club. Consequently, from time to time, there has been a Who’s Who to 
identify the interests of each – like the two pages of the bilingual magazine we 
published for the Monty ’08 programme of events including festivals at 
Welshpool and Maesbury (the Society was part of Monty ’08). 

We could explain all this to everyone we meet when out fundraising, but who 
wants to? So today, Restore the Montgomery Canal! avoids the Who’s Who 
with one flag for funding dedicated to the Montgomery Canal. After the 
success of the Schoolhouse Bridge project, Restore the Montgomery Canal! is 
now focussed on supporting restoration from Crickheath. You could say the 
appeal raises the money and the Society spends it. That’s a simplification of 
course but ‘simple’ is exactly what we need when asking the public to give 
their cash for the canal. So please go out and wave the Restore the 
Montgomery Canal! ‘flag’ to raise money to support work on Crickheath South. 

Michael Limbrey 
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https://themontgomerycanal.org.uk/friends/montgomery-canal-triathlon/
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Sir William Cubitt FRS 

William Cubitt was born in October 
1785 in Dilham, Norfolk, the son of 
a miller. He was educated at the 
village school and from an early age 
he helped his father in the mill, 
going on later to become an 
eminent civil engineer and 
millwright. During his lifetime he 
was involved with many notable 
engineering undertakings and by 
1830 he was a Fellow of the Royal 
Society, the Royal Irish Academy 
and other eminent bodies, which led 
to him being made president of the 
Institution of Civil Engineers 
between 1850 and 1851. 

William Cubitt worked on canals, 
railways, docks and rivers and it 
was when Telford died in 1834 that 
he was appointed engineer for the 
completion of Shelmore Great Bank 
begun in 1829 by Thomas Telford. 
Shelmore Great Bank is on the 
Birmingham and Liverpool Junction Canal (now better known as the southern 
part of the Shropshire Union) between Norbury Junction and Gnosall. 

Shelmore Embankment had continually caused problems from the start mainly 
due to marl being its primary constituent. However, by 1831 it had attained the 
height of 60 feet due to Telford suggesting that sand and rubble be added to 
the mix. Still not finished in 1834 due to the bank frequently slipping and 
collapsing – during which time some workmen were killed – it was the only 
part of the canal still incomplete. 

A further obstruction to the building of the embankment which frustrated 
Telford was that Lord Anson of Norbury Park refused access to his farmland 
and Shelmore Wood where he was concerned that the pheasant covert would 
be disturbed. This led to Telford having to divert the line of the canal across 
lower ground to the west incurring immense costs. Telford wrote just before 
his death: “Had the original line been adhered to the canal would not have 
exceeded the estimate”. 

 Shelmore Embankment 

Photo: National Portrait Gallery 

(Photo: National Portrait Gallery) 
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Finally, after five and a half years, on the 2nd March 1835, the stretch – fitted 
with floodgates at either end in case of a breach – saw the first boat cross, 
and the 39 miles of the Birmingham and Liverpool Junction Canal was ready 
for traffic. 

Sir William Cubitt finally retired in 1858 after a long career in civil engineering. 
He died on 13th October 1861 and was buried in West Norwood Cemetery, 
London. 

Today, 189 years after its initial completion, Shelmore Embankment is still 
causing problems although mature trees with strong roots have helped to 
stabilise it. Inspections are regularly carried out by C&RT to ensure safety with 
necessary works carried out when identified. 

Jan Johnstone 

https://shropshireunion.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/115-William-Cubitt-Cuttings-2024-03-National-Portrait-Gallery-A-v2.jpg
https://aqueductmarina.co.uk/
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Caggy Stevens 

Caggy Stevens was born on 10th July 1918 in Whimsey Bridge, Oldbury – a 
short distance from the BCN. Christened Alan Arthur Stevens, he was brought 
up in a boating household. His grandfather, known as ‘the General’, was a day 
boatman. His father, also known as ‘Caggy’ because of being left-handed, 
followed the same trade. Alan turned out to be a left-hander too and after his 
father’s death, he took over the nickname ‘Caggy’. 

Whimsey Bridge at the time was full of activity with canal barges delivering raw 
materials and transporting finished products. There was a brick works, a steel 
tube works, a glass works and iron works, together with cottages alongside the 
canal. Today, the bridge carries traffic from the M5 junction along 
Churchbridge Road. 

To keep him occupied, the year after he left school his father put him to work 
with retired boatmen opening locks for which they would receive 6 d (2 ½ p) or 
a bit of ‘chuff’ (tobacco). It wasn’t long though before he was working for his 
aunt, Lilly Stevens. Lilly was a hard-working woman who, as well as steering 
boats for Ratcliff’s Anchor Ironworks, worked in the coal yard and at Sadler’s 
Brickworks. 

Lilly died when Caggy reached the age of 18 at which time, along with his 
father, he bought a share of the business. A boat and two horses were 
acquired and father and son worked together with five employees until his 
father died in 1943. 

Caggy went on to run the business, working particularly long hours during the 
Second World War. Sometimes travel time was almost around the clock, 
starting at 2:00am and working long into the night with coal picked up from 
Cannock, Hednesford, Walsall Wood and Rugeley. By 1947, Caggy had 
acquired his first motor boat built by Harris Brothers, ‘Bumblehole’; it allowed 
him to pull five butties, each carrying 25 tons – to have run the coal on road 
transport would have cost twice as much. 

The boat is thought to be one of 16 commissioned by Churchill in 1941 and 
was most probably named ‘Dakota’; the first owner being F. Folkes of West 
Bromwich. Taken over by Caggy, he was still using it up until the late 1980s. 
Now re-named ‘Caggy’, it’s still out and about – look out for it on your travels. 

Caggy had many memories and stories of life on the canals. He had witnessed 
harsh winters over the years with ice-breakers employing as many as 20 
horses to pull at speed, the bows lifting up out of the water before crashing 
back down and cracking the ice. When he had left school at the age of 14 in 

 Legends of the Waterways 
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1932, he recalled that the Oldbury company of Thomas Clayton had had 74 
horses – 62 working, and 12 for changing over. 

The last horse Caggy owned during his boating days was Mac with Caggy 
saying he was a tremendous worker and also a friend. Mac is also thought to 
be the last working horse ever on the BCN and was used to move rubbish and 
waste from waterside factories to tips. 

Caggy remembered the fights that would break out at locks between the 
boatmen. He recalled: “There were lots of fights back in the old days, when 
boatmen raced to be first at the locks … with men fighting to see who was 
strongest”. 

By 1976, Caggy was the only commercial boatman between Oldbury and 
Stoke-on-Trent and despite major changes introduced for commercial carrying 
on the waterways, he continued to advertise that he was “always open for 
business”. 

Caggy never married stating “he was always too busy” and in 1997 at the age 
of 79 he died bringing to an end a long career devoted to the canals but sadly 
no son to carry it on. Today, however, ‘Caggy’s Boatyard’ still exists under 
new management offering all types of boat maintenance and carrying on a 
tradition in Oldbury now well over 100 years old. 

Jan Johnstone 

Just 200 yards from 
Bridge 85 on the 

Shropshire Union Canal. 
Tie up near Hack Green 

Locks. 

A unique and exciting day out for all the family 

Discover the underground world of nuclear 
government. If the UK had been attacked, the 
35,000 square foot bunker would have been the 
wartime HQ. Entering through the massive blast 
doors, you are transported into the secret world of 
the cold war. Descend into the bunker’s maze of 
passages and rooms to see the BBC Studio, 
Decontamination Room, Missile Early Warning 
System, Communications Centre, Life Support 

Systems and much more. With audio-visual guides and the Soviet Spy-Mouse Trail to 
occupy the children, you’re sure to enjoy an eye-opening trip! 

NAAFI-style café. Disabled and Mother & Baby facilities. 
An all-weather attraction, open all year from 10.30 am. Please ring for 

details of winter opening from November to March. 
Go to hackgreen.co.uk or ring 01270 629219.  

https://hackgreen.co.uk
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On 1 November 2023, C&RT made some changes to the moorings at 
Llangollen Basin on the Llangollen Canal. The changes affect the cost and 
duration of mooring and have been triggered by an increase in the cost of 
providing electricity. More details can be found at tinyurl.com/56nb85js 
(C&RT). 

In January this year, C&RT put out an appeal nationally for volunteers to work 
on Britain’s 250-year-old canals. Backed by C&RT ambassador Ranvir Singh, 
the journalist and Good Morning Britain presenter who had recently joined 
volunteers working on the Grand Union towpath in London, the appeal 
highlighted the need for more help – particularly after recent extreme weather 
events. All ages and abilities are invited to work on their local canals and roles 
include leading teams, maintenance and wildlife improvements. For further 
information, to find out how best to get involved and to see descriptions of 
roles available, please see canalrivertrust.org.uk/volunteer. 

C&RT announced the appointment of Henriette Breukelaar as the new director 
for the West Midlands region from 1st April 2024. Henriette will formally join 
the Trust in April and is taking the opportunity to start spending time with the 
Trust’s team of staff, volunteers and partner organisations. 

In January 2024, C&RT announced its new ‘Towpaths for Everyone’ Policy. 
This is C&RT’s “policy for designing and managing towpaths as shared spaces 
for everyone to enjoy”. It outlines the key role C&RT’s 2,000 miles of towpaths 
play in public life including as part of a nationwide active travel network and 
includes an updated Towpath Code. Both the policy and the updated Towpath 
Code can be found at tinyurl.com/muskvwxj (C&RT). 

Jan Johnstone 

 
Home page canalrivertrust.org.uk 

 
Notices and stoppages canalrivertrust.org.uk/notices 

 
Telephone 0303 040 4040 

 Canal & River Trust News 

 Follow and Contact C&RT 
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Have just received my Cuttings magazine and note with sadness that stamps 
are no longer required to help with the restoration funding (Used Stamps, 
Winter 2023 Cuttings, page 21). 

I should like to thank the redoubtable Pat Wilson for her work over many years 
sorting and selling stamps to raise funds for the Society. My wife and me have 
visited her home at Wardle many times over the years and when Pat was in, 
always greeted with a big smile and a thankyou. Years ago, I remember 
sending stamps to Margaret Clegg who preceded Pat in collecting stamps for 
fundraising. 

Also a big thank you for all those involved in the restoration progress. 

Pat Bradley 

I very much enjoyed the account of the canal navvies (The Real Builders of 
Our Canals, Winter 2023 Cuttings, page 38), a subject that has intrigued me 
for years for one simple reason: there is so little actually recorded about them. 

Late 1994, on the back of the surprising success of the Braunston Boat Shows 
– which I started in 1991 with our neighbours Simon Ainley and his team at the 
Stop House, the newly formed British Waterways Braunston Office – I 
persuaded our co-organisers to use some of the money we had raised to 
sponsor the local canal author and historian David Blagrove to write A Canal 
History of Braunston. I did this because, having acquired Braunston Marina in 
1988, and having always had an interest in local history wherever I was living, I 
was soon aware that, whilst there was a great oral history amongst the 
surviving former working boatmen, there was very little actually written down 
about the local canals and the people who had built and worked them. 

With the committee’s permission, I very much took on the task of working with 
David in agreeing the content of the proposed book. In particular, I had learnt 
from existing published research and local tradition that some 15,000 navvies 
had built the northern end of the Grand Junction Canal, and at great speed. 
They had started out at the Braunston end in 1793, and by the end of 1796, 
they had reached Blisworth, having built the Braunston Tunnel and the 
Weedon Aqueduct in that time – and all with little more than pick and shovel. 
During the construction, those navvies lived in little more than tents and rough 
shelters. Compare this achievement to the snail-like construction of HS2 and  
its ongoing damage to the South Oxford Canal above Napton Top Lock! 

What I was anxious for David to find out was whether there were any 
contemporary accounts of the canal with the impact of 15,000 rough sleepers 
on the doorstep of the local population. One would have expected thefts,  

(Continued on page 44) 

 Letters 

https://tinyurl.com/56nb85js
https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/volunteer
https://tinyurl.com/muskvwxj
https://canalrivertrust.org.uk
https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/notices
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murders and the like, but there was nothing recorded in the local papers nor 
the Assizes court records. Another angle I asked David to investigate was any 
loss of life in building the dangerous mile-long Braunston Tunnel, which hit 
quicksand at the eastern end, and delayed construction by something like a 
year. Again David was not able to find any reference to a single death in the 
coroner’s reports for the period. David commented to me when he had drawn 
a blank, that this was amazing when set against the construction of the nearby 
Kilsby railway tunnel, built by that man-in-a-hurry George Stephenson, being 
completed in 1838. The tunnel was of course both longer and much wider, but 
the casualties were disproportionate, with the loss of life being something in 
the order of 45 navvies. 

Years later, in 2020, I asked the same question of Anthony Burton, author of 
The Canal Pioneers, and he said he could not add to what David had found, 
and could not disagree with the conclusion he and I had reached. But with 
more and more old newspapers and records going digital, something may yet 
turn up to shine more light on this fascinating subject. 

Tim Coghlan, Managing Director of Braunston Marina 

With the answer to the question about ‘Baccering’ (Quiz, Winter 2023 Cuttings, 
page 10 and Quiz Answers, page 22) you might have added that the term 
derives from ‘tobacco’, as a lock free section gave the boatman an opportunity 
to enjoy his pipe. 

Michael Miller, 83 year-old, ex- restoration volunteer on Kennet & Avon Canal 

Your feature on the great Sam Lomas in the winter edition of ‘Cuttings’ (page 
36) reminded me of our first ever canal holiday in 1966. We hired from Norbury 
Junction and headed south to Autherley Junction where we moored overnight. 
Waking the next morning we were alarmed to find, for reasons unknown, we 
were partly adrift but Mr Lomas reassured we novices that we were safe and 
he would keep an eye out for us. 

My extensive collection of boat hire brochures from that era portrays a rather 
more basic holiday then as opposed to today’s refinements and luxuries but – 
at a cost of just £40 for a week’s cruise – it was a bargain. 

We hired from Shropshire Union Canal Cruises, formed in 1962 and originally 
offering mostly cabin cruisers with outboard motors but by 1970 they were 
predominately ‘Cutlass’ steel hulls with Lister diesel engines. 

Other yards in the area were stepping up competition and we subsequently 
holidayed with Inland Hire Cruisers at Rowton Bridge and in 1968, with 
Beeston Castle Cruisers from whom we sailed away on ‘Swan’, a 33 ft 
converted narrowboat which we enjoyed so much that we offered to buy it! 
Good to know that Chas Hardern Narrowboats still operate from there after 50 
years. 
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Other boatyards nearby were Holidays Afloat and LadyLine at Market Drayton; 
The Shroppie Flyboat Company and Countrywide Cruisers both at Brewood; 
Bridge Canal Cruisers at Whitchurch; plus Jenny Wren Cruisers and Deans 
Pleasure Boats in Chester. There were numerous other pathfinders on the 
Llangollen, of course. 

Many have now disappeared but the happy memories linger on and for that 
reason I wanted to remain in touch by joining SUCS. 

John Gunner, Godalming, Surrey 

There was an error in the printed edition of Winter 2023 Cuttings: it was 
Bridget Graham, not Brian Wells, whose great, great, great, great grandfather 
was the engineer George Watson Buck who was the subject of an article 
(Engineer George Watson Buck, page 18). Brian looks after the Society’s 
Facebook page and passed on a comment that Bridget had made on the page 
to the editorial team but we then got Bridget and Brian mixed up. The mistake 
was noticed before the electronic edition of Cuttings got distributed but not 
before the printed edition had been printed and posted. We apologise to 
Bridget, Brian and readers for the confusion. 

The Cuttings Editorial team 

 Correction 

https://overwatermarina.co.uk/
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Advertising 

Our advertising rates are: 

• Half page: £75 for one year (four issues) 

• Full page: £115 for one year (four issues) 

There is a 10% discount for advertisers who are also Commercial Members. 
Adverts can start in any issue and will be invoiced annually. 

To find out more, please contact Richard Feeney on 07920 708255 or email 
cuttingseditorial@shropshireunion.org.uk. 

Please tell our advertisers that you saw their advert in Cuttings magazine. 

Articles & Contacting Cuttings 

We are always pleased to receive contributions for Cuttings. Text, photos etc. 
can be submitted by post or by email. If you are ‘no good at the words’, simply 
send us the basis of your idea with all the relevant details and we will gladly 
put an article together for you. Please note that the editorial team reserves the 
right to edit or exclude any material submitted for publication. 

Cuttings postboxes: 

• Post: Cuttings, 42 Foyle Road, Blackheath, London, SE3 7RH 

• Tel.: 07920 708255 

• Email: cuttingseditorial@shropshireunion.org.uk 

Copy Deadlines 

Cuttings is published four times per year, in June, September, December and 
March. Copy deadlines are 1st May, 1st August, 1st November and 1st 
February. Copy cannot be accepted after these dates. 

Disclaimer 

The views expressed in Cuttings are not necessarily those of the Shropshire 
Union Canal Society. We make every effort to ensure all dates and details are 
correct as at time of going to press but please check before travelling to any 
advertised event as changes may have been subsequently made. 

Editorial Team 

Sue Ball, David Carter, Richard Feeney, Sarah Freshwater, Jan Johnstone, 
Maurice Ward. 

 Bits and Pieces 
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Shropshire Union Canal Society – Membership Application/Renewal 

Application: 

Complete the below 
form or you can apply 
for membership online 
at 
shropshireunion.org.uk
/membership 

 Renewal: 

No need to complete the below 
form. Simply set up a standing 
order or make a bank transfer as 
per the below, post a cheque to 
the address specified below or 
pay your subs* online at 
shropshireunion.org.uk/subs 

 

PLEASE USE BLOCK CAPITALS 

I/we hereby apply for membership of the Society and agree to abide by the rules of 
the Society. I/we consent to the personal data contained in this application being 
retained by the Society for the purposes of membership. 

Title and name(s)  ____________________________________________________  

Address  ___________________________________________________________  

 ____________________________________________  Postcode  _____________  

Telephone  __________________  Email  ________________________________  

Please tick and complete one of the following options: 

 I/we enclose subs of £ ________ * and a donation (optional) of £ ___________  

 I/we have set up a standing order or made a bank transfer: 

 Please send me/us a standing order form. 

Please tick here to receive Cuttings magazine by email rather than by post  

Signed  ______________________________________  Date  ________________  

If one of the applicants is a UK taxpayer, by completing the below declaration, the 
Society will be able to claim tax relief on your donations (including subs): 

The Shropshire Union Canal Society (Registered Charity No. 245875). 

I want to Gift Aid all donations that I have made in the past 4 years and all 
future donations to the above charity. Donations include my membership subs. 

I am a UK taxpayer and understand that if I pay less Income Tax and/or Capital 
Gains Tax than the amount of Gift Aid claimed on all my donations in that tax 
year, it is my responsibility to pay any difference. 

Signed  __________________________________  Date  ________________  

*Subs: Single, Joint, Family: £15/year; Life: £300. 

Bank transfers and standing orders: pay Shropshire Union Canal Society Limited 
business bank account at NatWest: Sort Code 55-50-05; Account Number 01630962; 
reference – your membership number or name and postcode. Standing order 
payments – first immediately and then on July 1 each year thereafter. 

Cheques: make payable to Shropshire Union Canal Society Limited. 

Completed forms and cheques: post to Membership Secretary, 42 Foyle Road, 
London, SE3 7RH or email a photo or scan to memsec@shropshireunion.org.uk. 
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