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With May now upon us (hopefully!), we are experiencing better weather after 
one of the wettest winters and springs on record, not helped along by 
numerous storms coming along for the ride! However, with typical stoicism, our 
volunteers did not hesitate to carry on working during this time; you will find out 
more in Tom Fulda’s restoration update on page 22. 

In March, the Society stall took its first outing of the year, this time to the Flax 
Mill in Shrewsbury with the event starting on 23rd March and finishing on 19th 
April. Held in the former Dye House, present were the Shrewsbury and 
Newport Canal Trust who organised the event which was advertised as ‘in 
praise of Shropshire canals’. Also present were the Montgomery Waterway 
Trust, IWA Shrewsbury District and North Wales Branch, the Lyneal Trust, the 
Saturn Fly Boat Project, The Hive (see hiveonline.org.uk/hidden-waterways) 
and Shropshire Wildlife. The event, spread over several days, was interrupted 
only by Queen Camilla’s visit on 26th and 27th March. Please see page 8 for 
more details. 

Recently added to the Society’s website is David Carter’s sterling work on the 
history of the restoration work on the Montgomery Canal. Using the Society 
Archives, along with other documentary sources, he has provided a wonderful 
account of the Society’s work over nearly sixty years. You can now go back to 
1965 when the Society first made its appearance and see how the fight for the 
Montgomery Canal panned out including the Big Dig which took place on 18th 
and 19th October 1969 and saw over 200 volunteers turning up. The collection 
makes fascinating reading, both for those who were there in those far off days 
(and have the scars to prove it!) and those who have joined the Society since 
and are doing equally important work. Please see shropshireunion.org.uk/
restoration/previous-projects. 

The Ellesmere Enhancement Working Parties continue with the next one 
taking place on 18th May from 9.30am to 3.30pm. Tasks vary: painting, hedge 
planting, weeding, clearing litter, repairing towpaths – something for every 
ability. Agreed in principle with C&RT is the use of their Ellesmere workboat for 
Enhancement activities, the proviso being that members using the boat have 
to have an RYA Helmsman’s Certificate. Why don’t you go along and give it a 
try? 

Please make a note on your calendar for Friday, 28th June when celebrations 
will be held for the re-opening of Schoolhouse Bridge. 

Thanks to all who have taken the trouble to provide further information and 
photographs following the Whitchurch Arm article featured in spring Cuttings. 
Please see page 44 for an update. 

Jan Johnstone on behalf of the Editorial Team 

 Editorial 

Editorial  
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As I write this, yet another ‘April shower’ is battering against the window. What 
is reputed to be the wettest Spring since records began is adversely affecting 
our, and everybody else’s, work at various locations on the SU system. Alas, 
most commentators insist that this is what we must expect in future and this 
has enormous implications for the SU system which is generously endowed 
with numerous cuttings, embankments and other large structures. I suspect 
that the condition/monitoring of these features will become ever more 
important as the climate changes and it might be that the Society has an 
increasing role in this. 

From the future, a rapid move to the past. The website summaries of the 
Society’s past restoration projects at shropshireunion.org.uk/restoration/
previous-projects are now complete. My thanks to the many members who 
have provided material for these. Reading them brings home the sheer scale 
of what has been achieved over the past 50 years or so involving hundreds of 
thousands of hours of dedicated volunteer effort. They illustrate the many 
changes over the years in the way the restoration was carried out. This 
includes the substantial contributions from visiting canal societies and BW 
direct works in the early years now, sadly, much reduced; how the use of 
mechanical plant grew from one small excavator at Carreghofa to the array of 
large mechanical equipment in use today; and the very obvious changes to 
working methods over time in response to legislation. Please read them – I am 
sure that you will be as impressed as I am. 

One of the main sources of information used to compile the restoration 
summaries was the Society archive. As I remarked in the last Cuttings, Council 
has now decided that a wide-ranging review of the archive be conducted and 
this exercise has now started. The existing historic material is being 
catalogued and will ultimately be combined with our already large collection in 
Ellesmere Port Boat Museum. We are also establishing a digital archive to 
house our photograph collection and many of the more recent documents 
which are in electronic form. The plan is that both collections will be accessible 
to members. We have had a number of kind donations of historic photographs 
of the SU system which we will be including in the digital archive. We would 
welcome more, so please search your attic and your computer! 

As described elsewhere in this edition (see page 22), restoration activities at 
Crickheath South have been slowed somewhat by the bad weather but this 
has not prevented a start being made on lining the leaky section. Time flies! 
We were the first users on BW canals (at Redwith) of the then newly 
developed Terraseal material way back in 2009. The 15 years of experience 
using the same lining system was very evident to me watching the efficiency of 
lining operations at the April work party. Whilst on the subject of restoration, 
we are frequently asked about the overall state of progress on the 

 Chairman’s Report 

Society News  
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Montgomery Canal. I am glad to report that we an up-to-date restoration 
progress map has now been made available on both the Society website and 
in Cuttings (see page 24). 

To support our enhancement work at Ellesmere, last year we made an 
application to the Tesco Stronger Scheme for funding. The good news is our 
project ended up top of the customer vote in Tesco Ellesmere store (located at 
the end of the Ellesmere Arm) and as a result we won £1,500. Part of this 
money will be spent on hand tools and some on training our enhancement 
volunteers so that we are able to use a C&RT workboat. This will enable us to 
expand our activities to include much-needed offside vegetation clearance and 
towpath repairs. We were allowed to advertise our participation in the Tesco 
scheme and made copious use of our social media channels to target the 
Ellesmere area with information about our participation in the scheme. So, well 
done to our social media team. 

There are two new collaborative fundraising initiatives to tell you about. 

First – fancy a flutter? The Society is one of the partners in The Restore the 
Montgomery Canal! appeal group. The major ‘Restore’ fundraising effort this 
year is a raffle with cash prizes which will be drawn onsite at Crickheath during 
our November work party. There are further details on page 26. Please 
remember that since all of the prizes and other expenses connected with the 
raffle have been covered by a generous donor, every ticket sold is a pound 
added to the restoration fund. Good luck! 

Second – fancy a tipple? 
The Society has teamed 
up with North-Shropshire-
based Henstone Distillery 
to help raise funds for the 
Montgomery restoration. 
The specialist distillery 
will both offer online 
customers a five per cent 
discount and also trigger 
a ten per cent donation 
towards the restoration. 
This applies to their entire 
drinks range which 
includes five gins, eleven whiskies and three rums. See 
shropshireunion.org.uk/montgomery-canal-volunteers-get-another-cash-boost. 

Cheers! 

David Carter, Chairman 

Society News 
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The first 2024 outing of the Society Stall took place over the weekend of 23th 
and 24th March, attended by Sue Ball and Jan Johnstone. The location was 
the Flax Mill Dye House, Shrewsbury, with the exhibition continuing until 
Friday 19th April – with the exception of 26th and 27th March when the Flax 
Mill hosted a visit from Queen Camilla. 

Arranged by Shrewsbury and 
Newport Canal Trust (S&NCT) to 
celebrate Shropshire canals and 
particularly Shrewsbury’s canal 
heritage, the exhibition consisted 
of historic artefacts, films and 
displays assembled by the 
S&NCT. Others present were the 
Lyneal Trust, IWA Shrewsbury 
District and North Wales Branch, 
Montgomery Waterways Trust, 
Shropshire Wildlife, and 
information on Saturn Fly Boat. 

Much interest was shown in the progress so far achieved by our volunteers – 
particularly the recent addition of Schoolhouse Bridge – with visitors impressed 
by all the SUCS and the Montgomery Waterway Restoration Trust has 
achieved. 

The Society stall is contemplating another busy year: 

• 28th June – Schoolhouse Bridge Re-opening Festivity 

• 13th July – Aqueduct Marina, Middlewich Branch 

• 19th–21st July – Gnosall G'Fest 

• 31th Aug and 1st Sep – Whitchurch Festival 

• 6th October – NCA Restoration Conference, Llanymynech area. 

As many of you will know, it’s usually Sue and Jan that trail around in its wake 
with occasional support from other good-natured folks. Should you feel 
inclined to come along and lend a hand, we’d love to see you. It would give us 
the chance for a break here and there and it is, actually, quite enjoyable – 
chatting to folks, telling our story and spreading the word. We’re not looking for 
anyone to take over complete responsibility for any event – just to give us a 
few hours here and there. So please give it some thought and if you wish to 
know more, contact Sue, details inside front cover. We’d love to hear from you! 

Jan Johnstone & Sue Ball 

 Society Stall 

Society News  
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1,000th Facebook member 

It was recently reported on the SUCS Facebook Public Group page that its 
one thousandth member, Brian Mills, was invited to visit the restoration site on 
the Montgomery canal near Crickheath Bridge (number 85). Here, volunteers 
are working on closing the Shropshire Gap and Brian came to see the 
workings first hand. Brian was also presented with some Navigation Ale by 
chairman David Carter. 

Brian said, “I’m obviously thrilled and feel lucky that I happened to be the one 
to join the group just at the right moment. I took my young children to an open 
day at Ellesmere Canal Yard and was fascinated by the history of the canal 
and the restoration work that’s going on in the area, so I decided to learn more 
about the waterways and restoration so came upon the Facebook group. 
Although I grew up in Oswestry, I knew little about the canal and it’s been 
great to visit the site, meet the volunteers and learn about the past and their 
plans”. 

The Society’s public group can be found here: tinyurl.com/3b52du2u 
(Facebook). 

Jan Johnstone 

 SUCS Facebook Public Group 

David Carter (SUCS Chairman), left, presents some 
Navigation Ale to Brian Mills, centre, in the canal channel 

with volunteers looking on (photo: B Wells) 

Society News 
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Dates Type Location 

June 7–9 Restoration Crickheath 

June 21–23 Restoration Crickheath 

June 22 Enhancement Ellesmere 

July 5–7 Restoration Crickheath 

July 20 Enhancement Ellesmere 

August 16–18 Restoration Crickheath 

August 17 Enhancement Ellesmere 

September 6–8 Restoration Crickheath 

September 21 Enhancement Ellesmere 

October 4–6 Restoration Crickheath 

October 19 Enhancement Ellesmere 

November 1–3 Restoration Crickheath 

November 16 Enhancement Ellesmere 

December 6–8 Restoration Crickheath 

December 14 Enhancement Ellesmere 

For more information, please contact: 

• Restoration WPs: Tom Fulda, 07810 646026, 
tom.fulda@shropshireunion.org.uk 

• Enhancement WPs: David Carter, 01244 661440, 
dcartersucs@gmail.com. 

 Work Party Dates for 2024 

 Membership News 

We extend a warm welcome to the following new members: 

• Mr Steven & Mrs Angela Fletcher of Broseley 

• Ms Jean Barrett of Huddersfield 

• Mr Mike & Mrs Joyce Matthews of Congleton 

• Mr Atholl Reid & Ms Mary Gays of Wisbech 

Society News  
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• Mr Julian Graham of Fareham 

• Mr Phill Klass & Miss Sarah Johnston and family of Whitchurch 

• Mrs Sarah & Mr Chris Saunders and family of Pentre 

• Mrs Rachel Graham of Cheshunt. 

Members are reminded that annual subs are due on July 1. Those of you who 
are Life members or who pay by standing order do not need to do anything. 
Otherwise, please pay your annual subs of £15 by one of the following means: 

• Make payment online at shropshireunion.org.uk/subs. 

• Post your subs to me at the below address; please make cheques 
payable to The Shropshire Union Canal Society. 

• Make a one-off BACS transfer to the Shropshire Union Canal Society 
Limited business bank account: Sort Code is 55-50-05; Account Number 
is 01630962; Reference should be your membership number or your 
postcode and surname. 

• Set up a Standing Order for July 1 every year in favour of the 
Shropshire Union Canal Society Limited business bank account: Sort 
Code is 55-50-05; Account Number is 01630962; Reference should be 
your membership number or your postcode and surname. 

• Ask me to send you a Standing Order form. 

You can contact me about any membership matter at 42, Foyle Road, 
Blackheath, SE3 7RH, telephone 07920 708255 or by emailing 
memsec@shropshireunion.org.uk. 

Richard Feeney, Membership Secretary 

At the end of the financial year, the total income from collecting boxes was 
£1,280.95. That’s by far the best it has been since 2018 and it looks as if there 
is still cash out there to be collected! Some places no longer want boxes but 
others are raking it in nicely for us – especially the marinas and a few canal-
side businesses. Our thanks to the diligent collectors who go out and count it. 

Unfortunately we’ve lost one reliable earner with the closure of Llanymynech 
village stores – it will be missed for many other reasons. 

Sarah Thursfield 

 Collection Boxes 

Society News 
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A selection of discussions, reports and decisions from the April 2024 Council 
meeting: 

• Narrowboat George Watson Buck is in need of lifting out of the water, 
for bottom inspecting and blacking – expected cost around £3,000. 
SUCS, along with the local IWA branch and Friends of the Montgomery 
Canal, has been approached for a contribution towards this. 

Editor’s note: GWB was originally built by JCB apprentices in 1997/8. 
After four years carrying disabled children on the Caldon Canal, it was 
offered to the Montgomery Canal under the ownership of SUCS. In 
2007, ownership was transferred to the Packet Boat Duchess Countess 
Trust for use as a community boat. It is now under the care of the 
Llanymynech Wharf Centre. We have seen on social media that the 
boat has now been lifted out of the water for a survey but put back in 
ready for boat trips starting Sunday, May 5. 

• Returns to the Society from Small Gift Aid payments this year is likely to 
be in the region of £300–400. 

• Another busy year for SUCS on the Montgomery Canal: on Friday, 28th 
June, there will be celebrations to mark the re-opening of Schoolhouse 
Bridge and on Sunday, 6th October, we host the next restoration 
conference of the Northern Canals Association at our restoration site. 

• Currently, the largest single donor to Society funds is the People’s 
Postcode Lottery. 

• After a fair bit of hard work, the new Publicity/Membership leaflet is 
almost ready for printing and distribution. 

• SUCS came out top in the Tesco Community Grant Scheme at 
Ellesmere recently. It’s likely to be worth around £1,500 to us. 

• C&RT has agreed in principle to the use of their Ellesmere workboat for 
Enhancement activities. This would enable offside vegetation to be 
cleared and assist transport of materials for towpath works. This is 
subject to Society members who use the boat having a RYA 
Helmsman’s Certificate. 

• Sales of Monty’s Navigation Pale Ale are currently generating an 
income of approximately £100 per month for us. 

• Four ‘new’ digger drivers have all passed their training course including 
our first lady! Well done Kelly! 

• Social media responses on both Facebook and Instagram are growing 
rapidly. Well done, team! 

 Council Clippings 

Society News  
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• The Archives Project is gathering momentum and will involve a minibus, 
filing cabinets, boxes and a vast input of time and effort. In due course, 
it will also involve the Ellesmere Port Boat Museum and, very possibly, a 
salt mine in Cheshire. More anon. 

What happened in the January 2024 Council meeting, you ask? 

January’s Council meeting was devoted almost entirely to a discussion of 
‘Strategy’ – to determine where we, as a Society, are going, where we wish to 
be in 10/20/30 years’ time and how we articulate this vision to the world, thus 
satisfying our charitable objectives. This proved extremely valuable and 
resulted in several proposals and suggested initiatives. As might be expected 
though, given such a huge task, we ran out of time! Thus, before we can move 
forward with any of these, we need more discussion time. 

The next Strategy meeting will not interrupt the normal sequence of council 
meetings however – it will be an ‘add on extra’!  

Sue Ball, Secretary 

Society News 

Market Drayton Community 

 Amateur Sports Club 

Betton Rd, Market Drayton TF9 1HH 

01630 652786 

www.draytonsportsclub.com 

 

A warm welcome with fitness and sporting facilities open to 
members & non-members. Activities include gym, boxing, various 
fitness classes, cricket and & beauty therapy. We also have a bar 
where you can relax and enjoy a drink on Thursday and Fridays 
evenings from 6pm to 9pm. 

http://www.draytonsportsclub.com
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Date What Where Notes 

28 Jun 
3pm 

Schoolhouse 
Bridge Re-
opening 
Ceremony 

Schoolhouse 
Bridge, Long Lane, 
SY10 8BT 

More details will be 
available closer to the 
time 

13 Jul, 
10am–4.30pm 

SUCS Stall at 
Aqueduct 
Boating Event 

Aqueduct Marina, 
Church Minshull, 
Cheshire CW5 
6DX 

See tinyurl.com/
yrcmxftp (Aqueduct 
Marina) 

13 Jul, 
6.30pm–late 

Live Music 
Outdoor Event 

Aqueduct Marina, 
Church Minshull, 
Cheshire CW5 
6DX 

See tinyurl.com/ 
5n7dm5m4 (Aqueduct 
Marina) 

19–21 Jul 
SUCS Stall at 
Gnosall Canal 
Festival 

Gnosall, Staffs, 
ST20 0DA 

See the poster on 
page 29 and 
gnosallcanalfestival. 
co.uk 

27–28 Jul 
Gathering of 
Historic Boats 

Audlem Mill, 
Audlem, Cheshire 
CW3 0DX  

See 
tinyurl.com/5a5d96sm 
(Audlem Mill) 

11 Aug 
Society Walk and 
Lunch 

The Shroppie Fly, 
Shropshire St, 
Audlem CW3 0DX 

For more details, 
please see page 16 

27 Aug, 
7–9pm 

Mikron Theatre – 
Jennie Lee 

The Anchor Inn, 
High Offley, ST20 
0NG  

“Pay what you feel”. 
See mikron.org.uk 

31 Aug–1 Sep 
SUCS stall at 
Whitchurch 
Festival 

Whitchurch arm off 
the Llangollen 
canal  

See 
whitchurchwaterway. 
uk/invitation 

1 Sep, 
3–5pm 

Mikron Theatre – 
Common Ground 

Coton Mill, Gnosall, 
ST20 0BN. 
Opposite the 
Navigation Inn. 

“Pay what you feel”. 
See mikron.org.uk 

6 Oct 

Northern Canals 
Association 
Restoration 
Conference 

Llanymynech/
Crickheath 

More details will be 
available closer to the 
time 

 Dates for Your Diary 

Before travelling, you are advised to check with the event organisers that 
there has been no change. 

Society News  
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Internet shropshireunion.org.uk 

 
Facebook @shropshireunion 

 
Instagram @shropshireunion 

 
Twitter @shropshireunion 

 
Linkedin @shropshireunion 

 Follows SUCS Online 

Readers may recall that in 
the Spring 2024 edition of 
Cuttings, we paid tribute to 
Derrick and Mary Awcock, 
long time members, 
supporters and officers of 
the Society from the 1970s 
to the 1990s and recalled 
their huge input and 
influence on our fortunes. 

On 27st April, a group of 
family and friends 
assembled at Audlem 
Bottom Lock to bid them a 
fond farewell. 

Sue Ball 

Wishing their Nana and Grandad, Derrick and 
Mary, ‘bon voyage’ on their last trip through 

Audlem Bottom Lock. A very fitting finale to lives 
well lived, loved and enjoyed on the Shropshire 
Union Canal. We are what we are because of 

folks like them. 

 Awcock Memorial Service 

Society News 
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Society News 

Sunday, 11th August, 2024 

Do one? Or both? 

Calling all members, friends and, indeed, anyone? 

The Society is planning to hold a ‘walk & talk’ and hopefully, a getting-to-know-
you followed by Sunday lunch, are you interested? 

The walk - will be of about 3-4 miles starting from the Shroppie Fly in Audlem, 
traversing the quaint old heart of the village and circling to the north via 
Hankelow Mill, a 17th century water mill on the River Weaver. Then, 
connecting with the ’Shroppie’, we return with views of Moss Hall, a Grade 1-
listed ‘gentleman’s house of the early 17th century’ – certainly early enough to 
have the nearby aqueduct named after it. Mainly hard surfaces though there 
are a short, possibly muddy section (depending on the weather) and two stiles. 

The lunch – will be at the Shroppie Fly. If you would like to join us, with or 
without the walk, please contact them directly 01270 421396 or book online: 
shroppiefly.co.uk. If there are enough of us, we can persuade them to give us 
the entire end of the dining area. 

We meet at – 10.30am outside the Shroppie Fly, Audlem Wharf, Shropshire 
St, Audlem CW3 0DX. We suggest meals are booked for 1pm although we 
should be back well before then. 

Parking in Audlem – there is a wonderful free car park (with toilets) in 
Cheshire Street. Having parked, head straight forward over the playing field 
and you drop down to the Shroppie Fly by footpath. Parking at the Shroppie 
Fly is now dependent on registration with the hostelry as you arrive. 

Please ensure you wear suitable clothing and footwear for the walk. It’s not the 
most strenuous in creation but it’s best to be prepared… 

If you would like to join us, please let Sue Ball know – contact information 
inside front cover – just so she knows who to wait for and when we can safely 
set off 

Slainte! 

Sue Ball 

 Society Walk and Lunch 
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The Audlem Gathering of Historic Boats will take place 
over the weekend of 27th and 28th July. In previous years, 
this event was run by Peter and Chris Silvester from 
Audlem Mill who have built up this event since the first 
gathering in 2009. They are retiring and moving to 
pastures new but are keen to see this popular event 
continue and so the Historic Narrow Boat Club (HNBC) 
has now taken it on. 

For insurance purposes this means that it will be a club members’ gathering of 
boats. All entrants need to be HNBC members and all members’ boats are 
welcome. The HNBC cannot promote it as a public event, although obviously 
the canal and towpath are open to the public. Moorings will be between locks 
12 and 15 in the Audlem flight. There should be a fine display of historic boats 
over the weekend. 

Other moorings for visiting boats not taking part in this event will be available 
between locks 11 and 12 and also below the bottom lock. 

On the Sunday, the Audlem Festival of Transport takes place with around 200 
vehicles parading through the village and assembling on the playing field 
behind the Shroppie Fly for the afternoon – always a great spectacle. 

Nick Grundy, HNBC Navigation Officer 

 Gathering of Historic Boats 

Shropshire Union Network 

https://www.shroppiefly.co.uk
https://shropshireunion.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/141-Cuttings-2024-06-Mountbatten-and-Saturn-Audlem-Nick-Grundy-v2.jpg


 

Cuttings Summer 2024 Page 18 

The fall and rise of the water vole on the 
Montgomery Canal 

Another in a series of articles on the wildlife and nature that can be seen on 
the SU network... 

Busy on the banks of our canals and rivers, the water vole is generally on the 
move – finding and eating vegetation, nibbling it at almost exactly 45 degrees, 
patrolling its territory, and tunnelling with its teeth into soft banks to make 
homes; sometimes they are to be found at the mouth of their burrows having a 
snack from the little ‘lawn’ they have created out in front. 

An idyllic pastoral scene and a rosy 
picture that many of us like to think of. 
However, in reality, their fate has been 
very much in the hands of man as 
changes in river management, 
agricultural techniques and, not 
forgetting, the freeing of many mink 
from fur-farms in the 1970s – which 
turned out to be a disaster for the water 
vole population, and is a fine example 
of unintended consequences – resulted 
in a massive drop of some 80 per cent 
of the vole population. In some areas 
they are all but extinct! This makes 
them the most endangered mammal 
species in Britain. 

Jenny Spelling, an ecologist with C&RT 
covering much of the Montgomery, 
Shropshire Union and part of the Trent 
and Mersey canals, painted a positive 
picture when she said, “Work to 
encourage these charming little 
creatures back to the canals is so very 

important as they are an integral part of our ecosystem, and their burrowing, 
feeding, and hiding places provide the conditions for other animal and plant life 
to flourish, and we are making good, if a little slow, progress. There have been 
several focused projects, one being the Green Recovery Challenge Fund with 
money from the Heritage Lottery which was a fund set up to kickstart 
environmental renewal and was taken advantage of by C&RT as they targeted 
suitable, mink-free areas to create habitat. When I say, ‘mink free’, I mean 

 Rustle and Plop 

Photo: N R Lay 

Shropshire Union Network  
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areas where there has been no evidence or sightings of mink – it can’t be a 
precise science. There are already thriving colonies in Whitchurch, Shropshire 
and where the Montgomery joins the Llangollen canal at Frankton Junction”. 

During the restoration of any canal there is much time, energy and money 
spent on mitigating for all species of plant and animal that may be affected by 
the work. The Montgomery Canal is no exception with the three Aston Nature 
reserves good examples of created habitat on a reasonably grand scale. The 
restoration itself also offers up opportunities for new habitats on the line of 
canal itself. 

Jenny continued, “The Montgomery Canal is at a very exciting stage, just 
south of Crickheath Bridge, as the Shropshire Union Canal Society, the 
restoration contractors for C&RT, have the chance to build tailor-made water 
vole habitat. Tom Fulda, the project manager, and his team are working with 
myself, another ecologist, Glyn Stewart, and C&RT on the design so the 
conditions that will attract water voles will be a part of the built structure and 
hopefully we will see results in the next couple of years”. 

So let’s hope that in the not-too-distant future, water voles will be attracted by 
the possibilities of life on the Monty and we can once again, hear the rustle 
and plop as these wonderful little fellows go about their busy lives. 

Chris Bryan-Smith 

Shropshire Union Network 

https://shropshireunion.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/143-Cuttings-2024-06-Water-Voles-1.jpg
https://swanleybridgemarina.com/
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 Notice at Marbury Lock 

This notice, which used 
to be at Marbury Lock 
on the Llangollen Canal, 
is now in the Canal & 
River Trust’s museum 
store at Gloucester.  

Immediately below the 
lock is Church Bridge 
over which runs a well-
used byroad running 
north from Marbury 
village. The towpath 
changes side here: to 
the west of Marbury 
Lock, it is on the north 
side; to the east, it is on 
the south. Thus the 
horse has to cross the 
canal using the road bridge. Regardless of whether the boat is going west or 
east, roping is awkward. 

This seems quite an 
unusual arrangement. More 
commonly the towpath 
changes side at a little-used 
bridge, an occupation 
bridge rather than a road 
bridge, and not very close 
to a lock. Ideally, the bridge 
would be designed so that 
the towrope did not have to 
be unhitched — the horse 
would be able to pass 
under the bridge and both 
ramps leading from the 

towpath up to the top of the bridge would point in the same direction of the 
canal. An example is Turnover Bridge (26) at Church Eaton on the Shropshire 
Union Main Line. 

Peter Brown 

Shropshire Union Network 

Photo: Waterways Archive, Ellesmere Port 
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RICHARD POTTER LTD 

Supplier of quality hardwoods, softwoods and sheet materials to many 
narrowboat owners. We always have large stocks of veneered and 

marine plywood together with extensive stocks of other sheets, 
hardwoods, etc. We offer a full cutting to size and machining service and 

a local delivery service. 

Millstone Lane, Nantwich, Cheshire CW5 5PN 

Telephone 01270 625791 

Monday–Friday: 8:00am to 4:00pm 

Saturday: 8:00am to 12:30pm 

Sunday (stock & shop sales only):- 

Summer Mar–Oct: 10:00am to 12:30pm 

Winter Nov–Feb: Closed 

Website address www.fortimber.co.uk 

E-mail richardpotter@fortimber.co.uk 

 

Chas Hardern Boats Ltd est 1972 

Family run 2-6 berth warm and comfortable narrowboats for hire. All year 
cruising. Short breaks generally available. Dog friendly. Excellent tuition. 

Services on site: diesel, gas, pump-out, gift shop. 

Also: Gas Safe engineer, 24hr breakdown service. 40 years experience with 
all engine and internal boat repairs. 

Members of IWA, BMF, APCO, FSB Hireboat handover external audit 

T: 01829 732595 Email: chasboats@aol.com Web: www.chashardern.co.uk 

follow us 
on facebook 

https://shropshireunion.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/165-Marbury-Bridge-Lock-Peter-Brown-Cropped.png
http://www.fortimber.co.uk
mailto:richardpotter@fortimber.co.uk
mailto:chasboats@aol.com
http://www.chashardern.co.uk
https://www.facebook.com/ChasHardernBoats/
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Montgomery Canal 

Two sentences stand out from the last restoration report in Cuttings, written 
after the February work party. The first that, weather permitting, lining and 
blocking would commence in March – it did. The second, rather ruefully, that 
the area by the wharf had been under water since November – it still was in 
March, April and the start of May but more of that later. 

Where the channel requires waterproofing, the same system of liners and 
blocks as has been used for the past few years is used but with one changed 
detailing. To maximise the ecological benefit of this otherwise man-made 
solution, a low, submerged retaining wall is being constructed along the off-
side bank. This uses hollow interlocking blocks with earth filled into the blocks 
and behind covering the liner to where it finishes above water level. In this 
way, a deep ‘soft bank’ down to water level is created behind the retaining wall 
encouraging a diverse range of water margin plants. Hopefully, it will also 
prove to be a favourable habitat for water voles which are already present 
further along the Monty. 

Since the last report there have been three work parties. In this time, 90 
metres of channel have been lined and blocked below water level. 

The liner on the towpath bank above water level has been covered by rip-rap 
(medium-sized aggregate). At the May work party, the first course of the ‘soft 
bank’ wall was carefully laid on the offside bank. Whilst this will require the 
earth filling before the second course can be laid, the second picture below 
shows how the two courses of interlocking blocks will work. 

 Restoration Update 

Phase 1B in February 2024 Phase 1B in May 2024 
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The wharf area immediately south of Crickheath Bridge will not require lining. 
This is because it holds water very effectively, too effectively! Last year (with 
pumping) we gained access to this area at the beginning of March. This year, 
with one of the wettest winters on record, we still could not gain access in 
April, despite using six pumps. It took a large industrial four-inch pump to get 
the channel sufficiently clear just in time for the May work party. Thankfully our 
own submersible pumps are now keeping up. 

The first job to do in this area is to replace the copings on the wharf wall 
repaired last year. Whilst we were hoping to start this in March we finally 
managed to do so in May when 14.3 metres of the existing copings were put 
back in place. Not all of the removed copings are reusable but there is a stock 
of new, hand-tooled copings waiting in the compound thanks to the grant from 
the Association for Industrial Archaeology. 

Tom Fulda 

Montgomery Canal 

First course laid No mortar required 

The copings go back on 

https://shropshireunion.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/183-Restoration-Update-1.jpg
https://shropshireunion.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/183-Restoration-Update-2.jpg
https://shropshireunion.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/183-Restoration-Update-3.jpg
https://shropshireunion.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/183-Restoration-Update-4.jpg
https://shropshireunion.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/183-Restoration-Update-5.jpg
https://shropshireunion.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/183-Restoration-Update-6.jpg


 

Cuttings Summer 2024 Page 24 

Many members are keenly following progress on the restoration of the 
Montgomery Canal. Several have requested a summary map illustrating which 
sections have been restored, which are currently being worked on and which 
remain. We have now created such a map, please see the next page. It can 
also be seen on the SUCS website: shropshireunion.org.uk/montgomery-canal
-restoration-status. We will endeavour to publish updated editions of the map 
when the status changes. 

Restoration so far has been performed by various parties including SUCS, 
C&RT and WRG. 

For more details on the current Crickheath South restoration project, please 
see shropshireunion.org.uk/crickheath-south-restoration-project. 

For more details on restoration work on the Montgomery Canal by the Society 
since its formation in 1965, please see shropshireunion.org.uk/restoration/
previous-projects. 

For more details on the Levelling Up Project, please see tinyurl.com/5fkaaemu 
(C&RT). 

Richard Feeney 

 Montgomery Canal – Status 

Montgomery Canal  
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Montgomery Canal 

https://overwatermarina.co.uk/
https://shropshireunion.org.uk/montgomery-canal-restoration-status/
https://shropshireunion.org.uk/montgomery-canal-restoration-status/
https://shropshireunion.org.uk/crickheath-south-restoration-project/
https://shropshireunion.org.uk/restoration/previous-projects/
https://shropshireunion.org.uk/restoration/previous-projects/
https://tinyurl.com/5fkaaemu
https://shropshireunion.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/Montgomery-Canal-Restoration-Status-1.jpg
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How is the appeal going? 

The current Restore the Montgomery Canal! Public Appeal for £250,000 – 
focussing on the Shropshire Gap from Crickheath to Llanymynech, especially 
on the Crickheath South section – has now reached £125,000 (including the 
initial £50,000) … so fifty per cent of the way. 

But bear in mind that the second half is often 
the more difficult as the initial surge dies away. 
We do have some ideas, including 
approaching some specific charitable trusts, 
but we also need the continuing support of our 
core supporters – you, the members. The more 
money we raise internally, the more it 
impresses outsiders. And remember that Gift 
Aid can add twenty-five per cent to the value of 
your gift. It’s also worth remembering that, 
where possible, we use your money as match 
funding, thus increasing its ‘value’ to the donor. 
A very recent example is where donors’ money 
was used as part of the thirty per cent match 
funding for the Rural Prosperity Fund grant – 
which is enabling works worth about three 
times the amount donated. 

So if you’d like to help to get this thermometer 
nearer the top, then please go to 
localgiving.org/charity/
restorethemontgomerycanal to donate. Or 
send a cheque to Nick Bostock, Tixall Lodge, 
Stafford, ST18 0XS. 

If you feel like having a chance of winning £250 via a Grand Draw, please see 
the next page. 

You can see from this and recent editions of Cuttings that we are now making 
substantial progress with the restoration. So anything you can give – small or 
large – will go towards helping to maintain the restoration momentum. 

Schoolhouse Bridge, Crickheath – Sue Ball reported in the last edition about 
the procession of classic cars, a steam wagon and traction engine which took 
place when the bridge completion ceremony was held at the end of January. 
The new bridge was officially opened to the public at the end of February. 

 Restore the Montgomery Canal! 

Figures correct as of 
30th April, 2024 

Montgomery Canal  
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Volunteers from the Welshpool-based TRAMPS have been doing clearing-up 
works. Also, over the Easter weekend, volunteers from The Inland Waterways 
Association’s Waterway Recovery Group took up the temporary diversion 
route and did levelling work in the compound. They also returned part of a field 
to one of the landowners who had allowed the use of his land (free of charge) 
for the diversion. The main remaining work relates to planting whips along the 
hedge line (in the autumn) and installing the stairs connecting the towpath to 
the road (next spring after the defects period is over). 

At 3.00pm on Friday, 28th June, Shropshire’s Lord Lieutenant will unveil a 
commemorative plaque and join with others in celebrating the rebuilding of this 
road bridge – the last of the three in Shropshire which were demolished in the 
‘bad old days’. 

John Dodwell 

Raffle – want a chance to win £250 for only £10? 

This year, there’s a chance to win a cash prize by buying raffle tickets as the 
Restore the Montgomery Canal! Appeal group has launched a Grand Draw 
with prizes as follows: 

• First Prize – £250 

• Second Prize – £100 

• Third prize – £50. 

We opted for cash prizes over e.g. a canal boat holiday, as we feel cash prizes 
have a wider appeal. The tickets will be sold at various events over the 

Montgomery Canal 

(Continued on page 28) 

https://localgiving.org/charity/restorethemontgomerycanal
https://localgiving.org/charity/restorethemontgomerycanal
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summer as well as via members. As fewer people carry cash nowadays, bank  
card readers will be available. 

The net proceeds will be added to the current appeal for £250,000 towards 
restoring the dry section of canal between Crickheath and Llanymynech (see 
page 22) and to pay for materials and plant hire needed by the valiant 
volunteers managed by the Society. Without funding, they might have to stop 
after the Shared Prosperity Fund money is used up by March 2025 – we need 
to plan ahead! 

For those who receive the printed edition of this magazine, a book of ten 
tickets is enclosed. Please send a cheque payable to Restore the Montgomery 
Canal! together with your counterfoils to Restore the Montgomery Canal!, 
Tixall Lodge, Tixall, Stafford, ST18 0XS by 18th October, 2024. 

For those who receive the magazine electronically, tickets are also available 
online – see themontgomerycanal.org.uk/donate/raffle-2024. Members buying 
their tickets in this way will save themselves the cost of postage and save us 
bank charges. Counterfoil numbers are allocated to online purchasers. 

We would be really grateful if members could sell tickets to their friends and 
neighbours etc. If members would like more tickets to sell then please write to 
the Appeal at 26 Bentley Drive, Oswestry, SY11 1QT or email 
appeal@themontgomerycanal.org.uk. 

We know that some members may prefer to send in a donation in lieu of 
buying tickets. That will be most welcome, especially if 25% can be added 
through the Gift Aid scheme. Donations can be made at localgiving.org/charity/
restorethemontgomerycanal. 

The Grand Draw will take place on Friday, 1st November 2024 at the Society’s 
work party site at Crickheath. It is rumoured the counterfoils might be jumbled 
up in a concrete mixer before the draw! 

Please note that it is illegal to sell tickets to anyone under 16. 

The Restore the Montgomery Canal! Appeal group is promoted by the 
Montgomery Waterways Restoration Trust (and its membership arm The 
Friends of the Montgomery Canal), supported by the Shropshire Union Canal 
Society and The Inland Waterways Association’s Shrewsbury District & North 
Wales Branch. MWRT is the receiving entity and all profits will be committed to 
restoring the Montgomery Canal. All these groups are circulating Grand Draw 
tickets to their members, thus widening the range of purchasers and avoiding 
each having its own Draw. 

John Dodwell 

Montgomery Canal  
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https://themontgomerycanal.org.uk/donate/raffle-2024
mailto:appeal@themontgomerycanal.org.uk
https://localgiving.org/charity/restorethemontgomerycanal
https://localgiving.org/charity/restorethemontgomerycanal
http://www.gnosallcanalfestival.co.uk/
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Monday, 22nd April saw the annual Montgomery Canal Forum, taking place 
this year at the Royal Oak Hotel in Welshpool, by the Montgomery Waterway 
Restoration Trust and its membership arm The Friends of the Montgomery 
Canal. Some eighty people filled the room, including three Powys county 
councillors and a Shropshire county councillor. 

John Dodwell, Chair of the 
Montgomery Canal 
Partnership, gave an 
update about restoration 
progress explaining the 
role of the Partnership as 
the umbrella organisation 
through which restoration 
takes place. The 
Partnership members 
include both county 
councils, statutory 
agencies on each side of 

the border, and voluntary groups including the Society. John also talked about 
the fundraising efforts of the Restore the Montgomery Canal! group which 
comprises most of the Partnership’s voluntary groups including the Society. 

Attendees heard about the successful re-opening of the Canal to Crickheath 
Basin in June 2023 following eight years of dedicated effort by the Society’s 
volunteers (contrasting ‘before’ and ‘after’ photos were displayed). This means 
that eight of the ten miles in Shropshire have been restored. 

Mention was also made of the rebuilding of Schoolhouse Bridge in Crickheath, 
funded by the Restore the Montgomery Canal! group and organised by the 
Montgomery Waterway Restoration Trust. This is the last of three demolished 
road bridges in Shropshire to be re-built. Of course, this bridge doesn’t yet 
have water beneath it so John related what the Society’s volunteers are doing 
to re-water the half-mile length between Crickheath and Schoolhouse Bridges 
(for more details about this, see a separate report in this magazine). Over into 
Powys, the audience heard about the dredging which has taken place south of 
Llanymynech and around Four Crosses using money from the UK 
Government’s Levelling Up Fund. 

John then updated the audience about funding sources – from the Restore the 
Montgomery Canal! Public Appeals, the Rural Prosperity Fund (Shropshire), 
and the Levelling Up Fund (Powys) with hopes of further funds from the Mid 
Wales Growth Deal, the National Lottery Heritage Fund (for Vyrnwy 

 Montgomery Canal Forum 2024 

Photo: A Wilding 
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Aqueduct), and possibly even the new Marches Forward Partnership 
(Shropshire, Powys, Herefordshire and Monmouthshire). 

The next speaker was Louise Nicholson from Powys County Council who 
spoke about the Levelling Up Fund projects in the county reminding the 
audience that in addition to the canal, works were also to take place at Y Lanfa 
(the iconic Welshpool warehouse) and in the Brecon & Radnor area. 

In addition to the dredging works between Llanymynech and Maerdy, the 
programme included new bridges to replace those that were at Walls Bridge 
and Williams Bridge and the new nature reserves. Also included as part of the 
match funding are repairs to Aberbechan Aqueduct (without which the water 
supply from the south would be at risk). Display boards about the new bridges 
were on show in the room. 

Louise was followed by Russ Honeyman of Monty’s Brewery who, as 
members know, is sponsoring the restoration by making donations from the 
sales of their Navigation Pale Ale. So far about £1,200 has been raised in this 
way. Mention was also made of the Society’s latest sponsor – the Oswestry-
based Henstone Brewery (a choice of five gins, three rums and no less than 
eleven whiskies) who are donating ten per cent of their sales. 

C&RT’s ecologist Tom King then addressed the meeting about the importance 
of the canal’s ecology and the number of rare and protected plant species to 
be found there. He showed the steps taken during dredging to conserve such 
plants and the subsequent environmentally friendly bank protection works 
using coir rolls. 

The last speaker was Ryta Ward from the Heulwen Trust which had carried 
about 100,000 disabled and other passengers since they began operating. 
Ryta talked about the Trust buying a replacement boat for its ageing fleet and 
also possibly shorter/smaller ‘Wheely’ boats. She mentioned if anyone wished 
to be part of their crewing team, they just had to offer to volunteer – an 
interesting opportunity for any member to get boating on the canal in the 
beautiful upper Severn valley. You can contact the Heulwen Trust at 
info@heulwentrust.co.uk. 

There followed a lively question time including about when the restoration 
might be completed and about the number of boat movements on the restored 
canal, bearing in mind its special ecological category. 

With a reminder that since the Conservation Management Strategy was 
published in 2005, the proposed limit of up to 2,500 boats movements a year 
has been known about, comparisons were drawn with other canals, such as: 
(about) 8,000–9,000 on the Llangollen; 1,500 on the Aire & Calder; and a little 
under 1,000 on the restored Rochdale Canal where the floating water plantain 
is thriving. 

John Dodwell 

Montgomery Canal 

https://shropshireunion.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/172-Cuttings-2024-06-Montgomery-Canal-Forum-April-Alan-Wilding.jpg
mailto:info@heulwentrust.co.uk
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Visiting The Danny 

Talks, tours, tea & steam cruises for groups 

The Daniel Adamson is a 1903 Steam Ship boasting a unique Art Deco interior which 
was saved from being scrapped by a team of enthusiastic volunteers, who bought the 
ship for £1 and then secured £3.8 Million from the Heritage Lottery Fund to save the 
significant ship, which is 15th on the Register of National Historic Ships. 

Talks to groups of 15-20 in the Art Deco Saloon 

Talks and Tours of the boat when static start at £5 per person. 

Talks to Societies 

A 45-minute presentation on your 
premises sharing images of the 
Danny and Manchester Ship Canal 
right back to its building. We also 
share an insight into the Restoration 
of the Danny and the work of the 
Volunteers. 

Cruising Groups 

On cruises, groups of up to 80 can 
be accommodated. The vessel is 
also available for Private Hire. 

To make an enquiry for more details, email  
enquiries@danieladamson.co.uk  
or go to thedanny.co.uk. 
 
To book a talk at your venue, please contact 
sheila.leonard@danieladamson.co.uk. 

 
@dannyinsteam 

 
@dannyinsteam 
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 Holidays on the Canals (1947) 

The following extract is sourced from the publication Truth magazine dated 
10th October, 1947. Still pertinent today is the comment made in the last 
paragraph: “The price of the canals, as of liberty, is eternal vigilance”. 

Prohibition of foreign travel and abolition of the basic petrol ration coupled with 
a swingeing increase in railway fares have left few outlets for the 
holidaymaker. He has however in the inland waterways of Britain a playground 
still available which is both accessible and inexpensive. 

To describe them as a playground is not to imply that they have not also great 
possibilities of development for commercial purposes; but there are many 
hundreds of miles of canal in the country which – at present derelict and 
unlikely to be restored for commercial use – offer just those conditions of 
solitude and natural beauty of which the British holidaymaker is starved.  

On many of these derelict canals the owners are under a statutory obligation 
to maintain the water as a feeder for other supplies and for industrial purposes. 
It is arguable that the annual cost of cutting the weeds and the similar 
operations which are necessitated is greater than would be that of maintaining 
the canal in a state fully navigable at least for pleasure boats. 

A peculiarly attractive example long abandoned for commercial traffic is the 
Welsh section of the Shropshire Union. Water flows and must flow through it 
as abundantly as ever; but the tendency has been increasing lately to pipe the 
canal and lower the height of the bridges so that boats cannot pass. Now that 
the waterways in common with the rest of the transport system are to become, 
willy-nilly, the property of the nation, the public has a right to demand that 
amenities should not be wantonly destroyed.  

The good that can be done by a public outcry is illustrated on the Stratford 
Canal where a fixed bridge had been erected obstructing the traffic. The IWA 
which led the campaign for its removal has now heard from the Ministry of 
Transport that “the Great Western Railway has decided to replace the fixed 
bridge at Lifford with a modern-type movable bridge.” The price of the canals, 
as of liberty, is eternal vigilance. 

Jan Johnstone 

History 

mailto:enquiries@danieladamson.co.uk
http://www.thedanny.co.uk
mailto:sheila.leonard@danieladamson.co.uk
https://twitter.com/dannyinsteam
https://www.facebook.com/dannyinsteam


 

Cuttings Summer 2024 Page 34 

 Telford’s Cast Iron Aqueducts 

It was in 1796 that work was being carried out on Longdon-on-Tern Aqueduct 
that was intended to take the Shrewsbury Canal over the River Tern near the 
small hamlet of Longdon-on-Tern, roughly 5 miles from Wellington, 
Shropshire. 

Josiah Clowes (1735–1794), who had been chief engineer in charge of the 
Shrewsbury Canal route from Trench to Shrewsbury, had produced the 
original design for the aqueduct using local sandstone and brick; however, this 
proved inadequate when in February 1795, whilst it was still being built, the 
base was washed away by floods. 

With the sudden death of Clowes whilst he was away visiting Middlewich, 
Thomas Telford (1757–1834), at the time the County of Shropshire’s surveyor, 
was brought in to complete the works taking over in February 1795. 

By March 1795 plans had been approved by the canal company (with a limit of 
£2,000 put on spending) and the original design was amended to include cast-
iron. William Reynolds (1758–1803), the owner of Ketley Iron Works, was 
contracted to cast the parts with the use of iron flanged cast-iron plates 
secured with wrought iron nuts and bolts, the sides of the trough constructed 
of wedge-shaped plates, meaning that the build would be completed far more 
swiftly. 

Divided into four spans each 
47ft 8in (14.5m) long, the 
trough is 9ft (2.7m) wide, 3ft 
(0.91m) deep and 186 ft 
(56.7m) long. Cross braces 
were incorporated to 
strengthen the construction, 
whilst the narrow towpath is 
supported on brackets on the 
south side of the trough with 
cast-iron railings on the outer 
edge. Supported on three 
piers set on what are most 
likely the original masonry 

bases, the aqueduct carried the canal over the River Tern. 

Many, many years ago talking to an old boatman, he recalled being drenched 
when he was a boy whilst following the horse in the towpath ‘trough’, the water 
‘breasting’ up at the front of the boat and splashing over the side (the last boat 
at Longdon-on-Tern was in 1939). Did he perhaps have a twinkle in his eye, or 
was this a fact? 

Photo: Chris Allen, CC BY-SA 2.0, Link 

History  
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Shrewsbury Canal was officially abandoned in 1944 and by the 1960s, land 
either side had been sold off to farmers and landowners, the canal route 
ploughed in and the aqueduct de-watered. Thankfully today the aqueduct, 
Grade 1 listed, is a scheduled ancient monument that Historic England entered 
into their register in March 1971. 

Shrewsbury and Newport Canals Trust continue to keep a close eye on the 
aqueduct and you can see the oldest surviving cast-iron aqueduct in the world 
by taking the B5063 off the B4393 out of Telford towards Shawbury. As you 
approach Longdon-on-Tern, look to your right across the field where the 
aqueduct continues to straddle the River Tern. Local advice is essential if you 
wish to get a closer look. 

There is some thought that the work Telford carried out whilst at Longdon-on-
Tern became a prototype for the impressive Pontcysyllte Aqueduct opened in 
1805 of which much has been written, so I am concentrating on Telford’s other 
aqueducts on the Shropshire Union. 

First, we take a look at Nantwich Aqueduct constructed in 1826. Telford once 
again designed it with a cast-iron trough, having started with Longdon-on-Tern 
and – finding the construction functional – just a few tweaks were needed to 
improve the design. Located near the village of Acton on the outskirts of 
Nantwich, it carries the Shropshire Union Canal over the Chester to Nantwich 
road (A534). 

A single, cast-iron, ribbed arch 
spans 29ft 6in (9m) rising in 
height above the road 15ft 6in 
(4.7m) whilst the trough is 13ft 
(4m) wide with 4ft (1.2m) wide 
paved towpaths either side. 
Supporting the construction are 
stone-dressed square pillared 
abutments whilst stone coping 
retains the embankment. Cast by 
William Hazledine of Shrewsbury, 
cast-iron balustrades 3ft 9in 
(1.1m) high protect the 
embankment walls. It is also 
Grade II listed and in 2015 a 
restoration project was carried out 
on the aqueduct, winning the 
restoration and historic 
environment category of C&RT’s 
Living Waterways Award in 2016. 

Photo: Espresso Addict – own work, 
CC BY-SA 4.0, Link 

History 

(Continued on page 36) 

https://shropshireunion.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/152-Cuttings-2024-06-Longdon-on-Tern-Aqueduct-Chris-Allen.jpg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=13765509
https://shropshireunion.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/152-Cuttings-2024-06-Nantwich-Aqueduct-Espresso-Addict.jpg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/User:Espresso_Addict
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=3612203
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History 

Next is the Stretton Aqueduct Grade II listed in 1985. Again cast by William 
Hazledine of Shrewsbury, it was constructed in 1832 and carries the 

Shropshire Union over the A5 
at a skewed angle. It is 
believed to be Telford’s final 
project before dying in 1834 
at the age of 77 – two years 
after its completion. 

Constructed in the favoured 
stone and cast-iron, it is 
situated between Stretton 
and Brewood, Staffordshire 
and is recognisably Telford’s 
design with five sections 
each 6ft 6in (2m) long held 
by bolts and supported by six 
cast-iron arched ribs in two 
sections that join at the 

Photo: Oosoom at English Wikipedia, 
CC BY-SA 3.0, Link 

Just 200 yards from 
Bridge 85 on the 

Shropshire Union Canal. 
Tie up near Hack Green 

Locks. 

A unique and exciting day out for all the family 

Discover the underground world of nuclear 
government. If the UK had been attacked, the 
35,000 square foot bunker would have been the 
wartime HQ. Entering through the massive blast 
doors, you are transported into the secret world of 
the cold war. Descend into the bunker’s maze of 
passages and rooms to see the BBC Studio, 
Decontamination Room, Missile Early Warning 

System, Communications Centre, Life Support Systems and much more. With audio-
visual guides and the Soviet Spy-Mouse Trail to occupy the children, you’re sure to 
enjoy an eye-opening trip! 

NAAFI-style café. Disabled and Mother & Baby facilities. 
An all-weather attraction, open all year from 10.30 am. Please ring for 

details of winter opening from November to March. 
Go to hackgreen.co.uk or ring 01270 629219.  
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History 

centre of the arch. The trough is 21ft (6.4m) wide with an 11ft (3.4m) wide 
channel of water and towpaths on either side. Staffordshire blue brick 
abutments are stone dressed and two columns either side of the road and a 
stone clad embankment finish the design. 

To cope with modern day traffic, in 1961–1962 the road beneath the aqueduct 
was lowered by roughly 4ft (1.2m) to enable modern day vehicles to pass 
beneath. 

These distinctive aqueducts are recognisable not only by their design but by 
their identifiable black and white paint. Look out for them when out and about, 
either in a boat on the canal or driving beneath these marvels both of which 
are still standing despite being nearly 200 years old. 

Jan Johnstone  

https://shropshireunion.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/152-Cuttings-2024-06-Stretton-Aqueduct-Oosoom.jpg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/User:Oosoom
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=3579034
https://hackgreen.co.uk
https://aqueductmarina.co.uk/
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My father, Malcom Braine, bought the house at Carroghofa in 1973 and at the 
time the owners were principally living in the tin-roofed extension which you 
can just see in the 1979 photo, otherwise the building was in a state of 
disrepair. I think Dad had initially noticed this house when he used to go on 

days out with Sam Lomas who 
was agent/tollkeeper for SUCCo 
and latterly British Waterways 
(BW). Part of Sam’s job was 
collecting rent from employees 
as having a house with your job 
then went hand in hand and they 
used to get such places as a 
matter of course as a skeleton 
staff were still employed, even 
though the canal had closed, for 
water control, mowing and 
hedge cutting. I recall dad telling 
me that on one visit to a 

lockkeeper’s house they were invited for a cup of tea and the tenant duly 
stepped outside with the kettle and filled it up out the lock and put it on the 
range. I can understand this to be honest and I have to say I'd also drink it. 

Over time, Dad re-roofed the house and renovated it as a whole including 
fitting the bay window onto the kitchen. The house was originally one storey 
lower – hence the stone and brick upper walls – and was the tollkeeper’s 
house. The house adjacent, next to the lower lock, was the lockkeeper’s house 
where Ray Morgan lived with his wife and two daughters whom we used to 
play with in the holidays and at weekends. Ray used to be seen daily on his 
push bike heading for the valve house at the head of the Tanat feeder to clear 
the weirs. In the hot summers of the 1970s, we would regularly go and swim 
above the weir here or down by the river by the Vyrnwy aqueduct, along with 
dozens of other families and children. 

While we were there, Dad gave Waterways Recovery Group (WRG) access 
through the garden to the upper lock and pond to enable restoration; this was 
also a company Dad got involved with in the making and fitting of six sets of 
gates. There was a bit of a fracas at one point where BW union men at 
Northwich repair yard objected to this external contract... how things have 
changed! At one point we were visited by HRH Prince Charles at Pool Quay, if 
I remember right. 

I remember WRG having a two-wheeled towable Smalley excavator which was 
an amazing addition to the arsenal at the time and definitely one up from a 
shovel even if it was cumbersome. The efforts WRG put in were truly 

 Living at Carreghofa Lock 

History 

Carroghofa Top Lock in 1979 
(photo: P Wilson) 
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commendable and the comradery was inspiring. They stayed at the pub in 
Four Crosses and I'm led.to believe had a whale of a time. 

The coping stones on the long weir crest at the house between the garden and 
the feeder had been saved by Dad from the bridge at the head of the aqueduct 
which the council demolished, along with others, while WRG were making 
strenuous effective efforts for restoration. This was a blatant attempt to deter 
restoration as they had never been in favour of the canal being restored. In my 
mind, the council should have been funding these bridges being rebuilt. 

Dad also maintained the grounds around the upper toll house, even though it 
wasn’t part of our curtilage, replanted the boundary hedge adjacent to the lock 
and maintained the SUC sign opposite on the towpath which I dearly hope is 
still there. He also planted the tree at the head of the top lock which I was glad 
to see still there last time I looked near the GW Buck ground paddle. 

BW had a poor track record of systematically removing anything SUCCo 
including bridge plates and all the paddle gear that my father had refitted to the 
new gates. This is very sad in my mind – as this identifies a canal – otherwise 
it’s like any other lock, which is so much the case on the majority of the system 
now – including the removal of most centre gate paddles. I would very much 
like to see the Society, for example, run this canal as we are now in a climate 
where I think this would definitely work. 

The hand crane, which sat adjacent to the middle pond, was erected by my 
father and consequently was removed when we sold the house; it came from 
the end of the Guilsfield Arm and now resides here at Weston on the Trent and 
Mersey. 

Dad had assistance over the years from a lovely couple, Ozzy and Betty Lloyd, 
who lived in the shadow of Llanymynech rock. Ozzy, very much a local 
character, doing groundwork with his, what was then a newish invention, a 
Ford backhoe, including installation of the septic tank etc; while Betty used to 
do the house cleaning for the holidaymakers. Ozzy, coincidentally, installed 
the large drain pipes in the canal for the council where the new bridge is 
towards Crickheath and has now since been removed. 

The house is on well water, although Dad fitted an electric pump... the water 
made your hair so soft! 

The feeder to the mill down the lane (which still runs under the road), which 
then fed off the lower side pond down to the mill, was dry bed but full of fruit 
trees and we used to merrily pick plums and apples and stuff ourselves. I’m 
not quite sure why the mill was never fed straight off the Tanat feeder adjacent 
– possibly because it was a different canal company. Many people refer to it 
being the Montgomery canal from Welsh Frankton, which is incorrect, and this 
is clarified in Bradshaws, as this is the Ellesmere branch of the SUC and only 

History 

(Continued on page 40) 

https://shropshireunion.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/159-Cuttings-2024-06-Carreghofa-Top-Lock-1979-P-Wilson-Cropped.jpg
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the Montgomeryshire canal below Carroghofa top lock – hence the toll house 
and collections. 

There used to be a huge oak tree at the end of the lane where it met the main 
road and at that time, in the hot summer, me and my sister would walk down 
and sit under this tree – maybe for an hour waiting for the ice cream van. 
While waiting, I bet we wouldn’t see even two cars pass by, such was the 
traffic. Sometimes we’d walk the mile down the towpath to the shop at 
Llanymynech and buy sweets, spacedust (popping candy) and such. The huge 

fish you would see on the way were 
incredible, Pike and Carp, in 
particular. 

My father knew numerous boatmen 
who had worked this canal to 
Welshpool and beyond to Newtown 
and I was lucky enough to tag along 
on days out with Dad, and the likes of 
Charlie Atkins senior and Len Wilson, 
visiting places again that they hadn’t 
been to for a long time – all 
horseboating days of course. 

Mr Atkins used to recall that if he ever 
ended up at Carroghofa overnight, 
he’d drain the middle pond and more 

often than not there’d be a pike for tea! Len also recalled unloading into the 
carts on the rail track that I think still exists above Welshpool lock into the 
warehouse back of the towpath. 

When Welshpool lock and the lower bit got restored, Dad restored a trip boat 
that operated from here for a while which was converted from a river class 
butty. Latterly, Anglo Welsh operated a couple of hire boats – in an attempt to 
keep boats on the section – but due to BW’s ineffectiveness in keeping the 
canal clear, as I also understand was the case with the horse trip boat at 
Burgedin, this ceased. 

I hope the core emphasis for navigation will prevail as with it, everything else 
follows and without it, it becomes a filled-up muddy ditch. I have nothing 
against the wildlife brigade or the courteous cyclist, in fact far from it, but the 
core needs to be (careful) navigation. It’s how it became what it is in the first 
place. 

Sorry it’s a bit rambling – wasn’t planning writing this much! Happy memories! 

Ian Braine 

History 

Carroghofa Top Lock in 2023 
(photo G Mitchell) 
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History 

 36 Years On 

‘Royal Approval unlocks £14m canal Scheme’ read the headlines in the 
Liverpool Daily Post (Welsh Edition) on Monday 18th January 1988. The 
article read as follows: 

A Private Bill which will restore the 33-mile Montgomeryshire canal in 
Powys and Shrewsbury has received Royal Assent. The project will cost 
an estimated £14m of local authority, Government and European cash 
and the construction which will take five years will create 250 jobs. 

A British Waterways Board spokesman said at the weekend that the 
visitor-spending was expected to rise by about £5.3m when work was 
completed. A recent economic study saw the restoration plan as a 
‘flagship project’ which would help attract new investment in the area. 

The canal runs from the junction of Llangollen canal at Frankton in 
Shropshire to Newtown in Powys. It was formally abandoned by an Act 
of Parliament in 1944 and much of it is unnavigable because of dry 
stretches and new road crossings. 

Restoration work has already started. Funds provided by the Prince of 
Wales Committee enables a six mile stretch near Welshpool to be 
restored and locks at Carreghofa and Frankton have also been restored 
by volunteers. The British Waterways Act 1957 allows the canal to 
become a cruising waterway. 

Jump now to 17th March 2024 and the fantastic news that funding has been 
secured for the next phase of restoration on the Monty based in Shropshire. It 
was announced by C&RT that over £250,000 has been secured, along with 
£177,625 from the government’s UK Shared Prosperity Fund secured through 
Shropshire County Council. A further boost is the additional funding of £76,250 
from the Shropshire Union Canal Society and the Restore the Montgomery 
Canal! public appeal. 

It’s interesting to compare the two reports some 36 years apart and note 
similarities and anticipations – particularly the costs and completion dates 
projected in 1988. Not changed, however, is the recognition of benefits ie 
possible additional employment, visitor appeal and investment in the area. 
One factor not reported on in 1988 was the benefit to wildlife by providing 
habitat – we have learnt since then. 

For full information on the project, visit tinyurl.com/5fkaaemu (C&RT). 

Jan Johnstone 

https://shropshireunion.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/159-Cuttings-2024-06-Carreghofa-Top-Lock-2023-G-Mitchell.jpg
https://tinyurl.com/5fkaaemu
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Impact Report: Transforming places and enriching lives 

In March, C&RT issued their report for partners, funders and supporters of the 
nation’s canal network. It detailed how canals change lives and how the 250-
year-old network today helps society navigate 21st-century priorities. 

The Impact Report was presented to parliamentarians and partner 
organisations in March in the Houses of Parliament, as part of the Keep 
Canals Alive campaign. David Orr, C&RT chairman, commented, “… our 
impact report is a showcase to current and future supporters from individual 
donors and volunteers through to lotteries, corporate sponsors, local 
authorities and partner organisations… It aims to help government and 
politicians understand the partnership role of the Trust across England and 
Wales and the importance of keeping our canals alive for the wider benefit of 
the nation...” 

To find out full details go to the Impact Report on C&RT’s website: 
canalrivertrust.org.uk/about-us/our-impact. 

Update on Boat Licence Fees 2024–25 

The rise in fees is based on the latest Bank of England forecasts that inflation 
will remain at around 4.5% until April 2024. The surcharges for boats without a 
home mooring and wide beam boats, and changes to the prompt and online 
payment discounts announced on 4th October, will be applied in addition to 
this rise. 

Boaters can use a new C&RT online calculator licensing.canalrivertrust.org.uk/
LicencePrices to calculate what the licence fee will be for their boats. 

C&RT Planting for the Future 

Look out for C&RT volunteers planting trees along the canals this spring. It 
plans to plant 14,000 trees (the area of 21 football pitches) to create ‘green 
corridors’ for wildlife currently struggling with the threat of habitat loss and 
climate change. The programme is being funded by a £150,000 grant from the 
People’s Postcode Lottery. Once established, it is hoped the new trees will 
absorb around 5,500 tonnes of carbon dioxide each year. 

C&RT Support for Pontcysyllte aqueduct 

April saw C&RT appealing for financial support for Pontcysyllte aqueduct. 
Donations have already seen the appeal over halfway to raising the £10,000 
needed for vital repairs but more is urgently needed. 

A UNESCO World Heritage Site, the aqueduct is a marvel of engineering 
which sees thousands of visitors every year; it does however need continuous 

 Canal & River Trust News 

Canals News  
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Home page canalrivertrust.org.uk 

 
Notices and stoppages canalrivertrust.org.uk/notices 

 
Telephone 0303 040 4040 

 Follow and Contact C&RT 

Member Dawn Aylwin is kindly putting an 
anchor up for sale with the proceeds to be 
donated to SUCS funds. 

No fixed price - whatever anyone wishes to 
donate.  

Delivery can be arranged to a local marina or 
by mutual agreement. 

If you are interested, please contact Dawn via 
d.aylwin1@outlook.com. 

 For Sale 

care, regular inspections and repairs to ensure continued use. 

If you would like to help fund the preservation efforts and ensure Pontcysyllte 
is there for the next generation to admire, go to tinyurl.com/399j73d7 
(Crowdfunder). 

Jan Johnstone 

Canals News 

https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/about-us/our-impact
https://licensing.canalrivertrust.org.uk/LicencePrices
https://licensing.canalrivertrust.org.uk/LicencePrices
https://canalrivertrust.org.uk
https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/notices
mailto:d.aylwin1@outlook.com
https://shropshireunion.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/167-Cuttings-2024-06-Anchor.jpg
https://tinyurl.com/399j73d7
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I liked your article on The Whitchurch Arm in [Spring 2024] Cuttings and have 
attached two modern photos of the same places. 

The old photo captioned ‘Drawbridge on the Canal, Whitchurch’ is indeed New 
Mills Lift Bridge, bridge 31. In a modern photo of the same place, the outline of 
the trees don’t seem to have changed much although the lift bridge has been 
replaced and the much poorer condition of the towpath is evident. 

The 1909 photo captioned ‘Whitchurch’ shows the old canal going through 
what is now Jubilee Park. The original terminus of the canal at Sherrymill Hill 
would have been to the left of this photo with the later triangular basin at Mill 
Street being to the right. I think the photo was taken from about halfway 
between the two. There is a children’s playground and a skate park there 
today. In the modern photo of that scene (view from Jubilee Park) the large 
green building is used for the maintenance of Jubilee Park.  

 Letters 

Letters  
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The original terminus of the canal, which never had a basin, was where 
Smallbrook Road/Sherrymill Hill crossed the canal on a bridge which has since 
been demolished – the road has since been re-aligned. The triangular basin 
was between today’s Park Avenue and Mill Street where there is now a council 
car park and retirement flats called Brookes Court. 

Some old canal architecture is still visible if you walk along the dog-leg path 
leading from Jubilee Park to Mill Street. At the Jubilee Park end of this path is 
a Thai restaurant, which is the latest re-purposing of the building marked ‘Corn 
Mill’ by the triangular basin on the 1879 Ordnance Survey map, see 
maps.nls.uk/view/121147679. This building was a cheese factory at one time, 
as seen in this Francis Frith image: tinyurl.com/4k342j6j (Francis Frith). 

Helen Brockman, Secretary, The Whitchurch Waterway Trust  

Postscript… Our request for information about the pictures in the Whitchurch 
Arm article elicited other interesting pictures in particular this one of Sherrymill 
Bridge. In 1844 an advertisement for the sale of the canal wharf and 

associated buildings and 
limekilns referred to the site as 
‘Sherryman’s Bridge’. 
Presumably the site was sold as 
the Arm had been extended into 
town and a new basin built. 

An OS map of 1892, see 
tinyurl.com/3v6ah3pb (NLS) 
shows a corn mill on the site 
which as well as being canalside 
is next to Stag’s Brook which 
could have powered it. By this 
time the bridge is called 

‘Sherrymill Bridge’. The mill has disappeared by 1899 but in living memory, the 
site has been a builder’s yard. 

Michael Lee reported that his grandfather lived there and it was the site of a 
family tragedy when his aunt drowned in the canal as a young girl. 

The existence of the wharf led to the building of the town Gas Works beyond 
the bridge which remained in use until the arrival of natural gas. 

Sherrymill Bridge and the associated buildings have been eradicated by 
development and road re-alignment but superimposing the 1892 map on a 
modern one allows us to plot the line of the canal and identify the location of 
the bridge (see the above link and vary the transparency). 

Thanks to Pete Lea, Juliette Wiggins and Michael Lee and everyone else who 
took the trouble to comment in the Society’s Facebook group. 

Brian Wells 

Letters 

Photo: TuckDB 

https://shropshireunion.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/169-Cuttings-2024-06-New-Mills-Lift-Bridge-In-2019.jpg
https://shropshireunion.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/169-Cuttings-2024-06-View-From-Jubilee-Park.jpg
https://maps.nls.uk/view/121147679
https://tinyurl.com/4k342j6j
https://tinyurl.com/3v6ah3pb
https://shropshireunion.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/182-Cuttings-2024-06-Sherrymill-Bridge-TuckDB.jpg


 

Cuttings Summer 2024 Page 46 

Advertising 

Our advertising rates are: 

• Half page: £75 for one year (four issues) 

• Full page: £115 for one year (four issues) 

There is a 10% discount for advertisers who are also Commercial Members. 
Adverts can start in any issue and will be invoiced annually. 

To find out more, please contact Richard Feeney on 07920 708255 or email 
cuttingseditorial@shropshireunion.org.uk. 

Please tell our advertisers that you saw their advert in Cuttings magazine. 

Articles & Contacting Cuttings 

We are always pleased to receive contributions for Cuttings. Text, photos etc. 
can be submitted by post or by email. If you are ‘no good at the words’, simply 
send us the basis of your idea with all the relevant details and we will gladly 
put an article together for you. Please note that the editorial team reserves the 
right to edit or exclude any material submitted for publication. 

Cuttings postboxes: 

• Post: Cuttings, 42 Foyle Road, Blackheath, London, SE3 7RH 

• Tel.: 07920 708255 

• Email: cuttingseditorial@shropshireunion.org.uk 

Copy Deadlines 

Cuttings is published four times per year, in June, September, December and 
March. Copy deadlines are 1st May, 1st August, 1st November and 1st 
February. Copy cannot be accepted after these dates. 

Disclaimer 

The views expressed in Cuttings are not necessarily those of the Shropshire 
Union Canal Society. We make every effort to ensure all dates and details are 
correct as at time of going to press but please check before travelling to any 
advertised event as changes may have been subsequently made. 

Editorial Team 

Sue Ball, David Carter, Steve Clews, Richard Feeney, Sarah Freshwater, Jan 
Johnstone, Maurice Ward. 

 Bits and Pieces 
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Shropshire Union Canal Society – Membership Application/Renewal 

Application: 

Complete the below 
form or you can apply 
for membership online 
at 
shropshireunion.org.uk
/membership 

 Renewal: 

No need to complete the below 
form. Simply set up a standing 
order or make a bank transfer as 
per the below, post a cheque to 
the address specified below or 
pay your subs* online at 
shropshireunion.org.uk/subs 

 

PLEASE USE BLOCK CAPITALS 

I/we hereby apply for membership of the Society and agree to abide by the rules of 
the Society. I/we consent to the personal data contained in this application being 
retained by the Society for the purposes of membership. 

Title and name(s)  ____________________________________________________  

Address  ___________________________________________________________  

 ____________________________________________  Postcode  _____________  

Telephone  __________________  Email  ________________________________  

Please tick and complete one of the following options: 

 I/we enclose subs of £ ________ * and a donation (optional) of £ ___________  

 I/we have set up a standing order or made a bank transfer: 

 Please send me/us a standing order form. 

Please tick here to receive Cuttings magazine by email rather than by post  

Signed  ______________________________________  Date  ________________  

If one of the applicants is a UK taxpayer, by completing the below declaration, the 
Society will be able to claim tax relief on your donations (including subs): 

The Shropshire Union Canal Society (Registered Charity No. 245875). 

I want to Gift Aid all donations that I have made in the past 4 years and all 
future donations to the above charity. Donations include my membership subs. 

I am a UK taxpayer and understand that if I pay less Income Tax and/or Capital 
Gains Tax than the amount of Gift Aid claimed on all my donations in that tax 
year, it is my responsibility to pay any difference. 

Signed  __________________________________  Date  ________________  

*Subs: Single, Joint, Family: £15/year; Life: £300. 

Bank transfers and standing orders: pay Shropshire Union Canal Society Limited 
business bank account at NatWest: Sort Code 55-50-05; Account Number 01630962; 
reference – your membership number or name and postcode. Standing order 
payments – first immediately and then on July 1 each year thereafter. 

Cheques: make payable to Shropshire Union Canal Society Limited. 

Completed forms and cheques: post to Membership Secretary, 42 Foyle Road, 
London, SE3 7RH or email a photo or scan to memsec@shropshireunion.org.uk. 

Membership Application/Renewal 

mailto:cuttingseditorial@shropshireunion.org.uk
mailto:cuttingseditorial@shropshireunion.org.uk
https://shropshireunion.org.uk/NonWP/MemAdmin/MemAdmin.html?Mode=MemApp&Referrer=Cuttings
https://shropshireunion.org.uk/NonWP/MemAdmin/MemAdmin.html?Mode=MemApp&Referrer=Cuttings
https://shropshireunion.org.uk/subs
mailto:memsec@shropshireunion.org.uk
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