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Once again, there is a lot to report in this edition of Cuttings, this summer 
having seen much action despite the wet weather. Full reports can be found 
within these pages, see page 28 for details of the reopening of Schoolhouse 
Bridge and page 30 for Tom Fulda’s update on restoration and the next stages 
to be undertaken by our volunteers. 

The restoration working party in July was greatly enhanced thanks to a team 
of seventeen from Open Reach who proved invaluable in filling in, manually, 
an area behind the retaining wall on Phase 1B. 

Meanwhile, work continues at Ellesmere with the Enhancement team, if you 
would like to join in, get in touch with David Carter on 01244 661440 or 
email dcartersucs@gmail.com. 

A highlight on Friday, 28th June was the official opening of Schoolhouse 
Bridge by the Lord-Lieutenant of Shropshire, Mrs Anna Turner, who unveiled a 
plaque detailing the years of planning and fundraising from all parties involved 
that ended in such a wonderful result. Bridge 86 (as it will be known) is yet 
another milestone attained and the last dropped bridge before reaching the 
Welsh border at Llanymynech finally closing the Shropshire Gap. 

I am also pleased to report that trip boat George Watson Buck, based at 
Llanymynech Wharf Visitor Centre, has restarted its trips between England 
and Wales following a successful survey. Visit the exhibition in the old stable 
to learn the history of the Montgomery Canal that was originally built to 
transport limestone from local quarries, passengers and agricultural goods. 
The centre is open every Sunday and also Bank Holiday Mondays from spring 
to the end of September, 1.30pm to 4.30pm, no booking required. Entrance to 
the centre is free and boat trips cost £5 for adults and £2.50 per child, 
wheelchair access is available. 

Finally, the Society stall has been out and about again with Sue Ball attending 
the opening of Schoolhouse Bridge on 28th June and Aqueduct Marina, 
Middlewich Branch on 13th July. Gnosall C’Fest on 19th – 21st July saw both 
Sue and myself in attendance. See the report on page 8. Yet to come is 
Whitchurch Festival on 31st August and 1st September. We’d love to meet 
you, our members, why don’t you come along and say hello? 

Jan Johnstone on behalf of the Editorial Team 

 Editorial 

Editorial 
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One way or another, I have spent a lot of time in and around Crickheath over 
the years working on various aspects of the restoration. How pleasant it now is 
to see the steady stream of boats at Crickheath. It is unusual for there to be 
less than half a dozen boats visiting during a weekend. It makes all of our hard 
work on the restoration worthwhile! Chatting to boaters, it seems that some 
moor overnight at either Maesbury or Canal Central but many prefer the peace 
and quiet of Crickheath. All ask when the navigation will get to Llanymynech 
and beyond. I wish I knew the answer! 

On the subject of Crickheath, if you haven’t visited recently, you might notice a 
bit of a change. The work is described on page 30 but the work on the 
heritage wall, coupled with profiling the channel, helps to convey a feel of what 
the area was like in its working life. The southerly lined section with its 
innovative ‘soft bank’ is also nearly complete at the time of writing. We will be 
having an open day on our Crickheath restoration site on the afternoon of 
Saturday 7th September so come and see for yourselves! Society members 
will have a guided tour of the site works and an update on the plans for the 
future. Previous guided walks of this nature have been very well received. This 
year’s edition takes place along the recently restored towpath but it should be 
remembered that there are a couple of stiles to negotiate. See page 31 for 
more details. 

The enhancement group got afloat on 20th July to start what is hoped to be a 
sustained programme of offside vegetation clearance and towpath repairs on 
the Llangollen Canal in the Ellesmere area. There are more details of this 
work on page 26 but I would like to record my grateful thanks to the Lyneal 
Trust for going out of their way to train three of our volunteers for the RYA 
Helmsman certificate as part of this work. 

It is my pleasant task to welcome Barbara Cowie as a new member of the 
Council. I am sure that she will strengthen what is already a talented and hard-
working team.  

I had a most enjoyable afternoon on 28th June at the ceremony to mark the 
successful reinstatement of Schoolhouse Bridge of which there is a full 
account on page 28. For once, this ‘summer’ the weather did us proud. It was 
marvellous to meet and talk to the many guests including Mrs Anna Turner, 
Lord Lieutenant of Shropshire (and a Society member), many local politicians, 
and senior officers of C&RT and the IWA. By the end of the afternoon, I was 
hoarse! 

Restoration of course moves on and channel design work is already underway 
with the aim of extending our current Crickheath South project to Schoolhouse 
Bridge and beyond. This involves bank stabilisation options and the layout of 

 Chairman’s Report 
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the curves in the channel necessary to navigate through the bridge. More 
news of this work as it emerges. 

Members will be aware that the society is one of the partners in The Restore 
the Montgomery Canal! appeal group which is working hard to generate funds 
for the restoration for the ‘Shropshire Gap’. Details of the appeal can be found 
on page 32. As part of this effort, the Society has produced a ‘Shropshire Gap’ 
webpage explaining what the term means and its significance for the 
restoration and the wider area. If you have a few minutes, please have a look 
at shropshireunion.org.uk/the-shropshire-gap. 

Some dates for your diary! 

The Society is hosting the biannual gathering of the Northern Canal 
Association (NCA) on 6th October in Llanymynech. The NCA is an 
independent organisation linking restoration societies such as our own and will 
be attended by many very knowledgeable people working on canal restoration 
from all over the country. The meeting will be an opportunity to both show 
what has and will be achieved on the Montgomery restoration, and to learn 
from the experiences of many other similar endeavours. More details can be 
found on page 12. 

Finally, can I remind you that the society AGM will be held online on Saturday 
30th November at 11 am. Full details are provided on page 14. As well as the 
formal business, there will be the opportunity for questions and suggestions 
‘from the floor’ and it is planned that there will be a presentation on the 
progress of the Levelling Up Fund restoration work in Wales. I hope to see you 
there! 

David Carter, Chairman 

Society News 

 
Internet shropshireunion.org.uk 

 
Facebook @shropshireunion 

 
Instagram @shropshireunion 

 
X @shropshireunion 

 
Linkedin @shropshireunion 

 Follows SUCS Online 

https://shropshireunion.org.uk/the-shropshire-gap/
https://shropshireunion.org.uk
https://www.facebook.com/shropshireunion
https://www.instagram.com/shropshireunion
https://twitter.com/shropshireunion
https://www.linkedin.com/company/shropshireunion
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Aqueduct Marina Boating Event – Saturday, 13th July saw us on the move 
again, this time at the Boating Event at Aqueduct Marina on the Middlewich 
Branch. A first for us at this venue, we joined a goodly selection of trade stalls 

and stands both inside and outside 
the marina admin complex.  

An interesting day with many 
fascinating conversations and a lot 
learned, obviously with more of a 
'boating' slant this time. Sadly, the 
day came to a rather premature end 
when the weather closed in after 
lunch. Having managed to ignore the 
rain for a while, its persistence 
eventually became too much 
resulting in a soggy end to the day 
and forty-eight hours of drying out 
thereafter. 

A huge thank you to everyone at 
Aqueduct Marina for making us so 
welcome. Hopefully we'll be back 
again next year. 

Sue Ball 

Gnosall C’Fest – 19th to 21st July 2024. Once again, our stall was at Gnosall 
C’Fest. This year, thankfully, the weather was perfect, all memories of lying 
spread-eagled to hold down the stall’s contents due to high winds in 2023 
forgotten! 

There was plenty going on with other stalls set up on the grounds of the Boat 
Inn including Shrewsbury & Newport Canals Trust, Staffordshire Wildlife, 
RNLI, IWA Shrewsbury & Border Counties, Gnosall and Newport Lions and 
the Royal British Legion.  

Much appreciated was the tea tent along with its delicious homemade cakes 
whilst Rob Johns and Simple Folk entertained with a variety of music. Also on 
offer were free boat trips and local walks. 

A walk along the towpath led to the trade boats with a wide selection of food 
and gifts beyond which were fifteen historic boats in all their splendour, that 
section also enhanced on Saturday by boat horse ‘Flower’ alongside historic 
boat ‘Saturn’. 

 Society Stall 

Society News 
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Visitors to our stall were steady and 
Sue was almost hoarse by the end of 
the weekend as she explained what 
SUCS had achieved and what the 
hopes were for the future. Two new 
members joined our ranks whilst a 
selection of items were sold. A visit 
from Frank James, Mayor of Stafford 
Borough, ended with him purchasing a 
lace plate, see the photograph 
alongside this article. Also 
accompanying her father was the 
Mayoress, Mrs Sara Peters. Richard 
Parry, CEO of Canal & River Trust 
also paid a supportive visit. 

All in all, a thoroughly successful 
weekend – we always enjoy ourselves 
at Gnosall. 

Sue Ball, Jan Johnstone 

Society News 

Frank James, Mayor of 
Stafford Borough 

Dates Type Location 

September 6–8 Restoration Crickheath 

September 21 Enhancement Ellesmere 

October 4–6 Restoration Crickheath 

October 19 Enhancement Ellesmere 

November 1–3 Restoration Crickheath 

November 16 Enhancement Ellesmere 

December 6–8 Restoration Crickheath 

December 14 Enhancement Ellesmere 

For more information, please contact: 

• Restoration WPs: Tom Fulda, 07810 646026, 
tom.fulda@shropshireunion.org.uk 

• Enhancement WPs: David Carter, 01244 661440, 
dcartersucs@gmail.com. 

 Work Party Dates for 2024 

https://shropshireunion.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/199-Cuttings-2024-09-Society-Stall-at-Aqueduct-Marina.jpg
https://shropshireunion.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/199-Cuttings-2024-09-Society-Stall-at-Gnosall.jpg
mailto:tom.fulda@shropshireunion.org.uk
mailto:dcartersucs@gmail.com
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Society News 

A selection of discussions, reports and decisions from the May and July 
Council meetings: 

• Gift Aid donations this year total £3,000 – very welcome! 

• New members joining the society are now mainly doing so through the 
website – which makes the Membership Secretary’s job very much 
easier. 

• Corporate volunteers from Arcadis, Practice Plan and Openreach have 
been ‘swelling’ the numbers of ‘navvies’ on working parties during June, 
July and August, enabling ever greater quantities of work to be 
completed. 

• Two new policy documents on Social Media and Archives have been 
prepared and now appear on the website — see 
shropshireunion.org.uk/about-us/society-documents. 

• The Association of Industrial Archaeologists (AIA) is very pleased with 
the level of publicity that they've had from SUCS since kindly giving us 
£17,000 last year. 

• Enhancement working parties continue to grow in popularity. From a 
‘standing start’ just over a year ago, up to 14 volunteers are now 
attending. Congratulations to David Carter! 

• C&RT opened Frankton Locks especially on Saturday 13th July to allow 
the Lyneal Trust’s boat training for three of our volunteers in Inland 
Waterways Helmsmanship to complete the ‘lock operation’ part of the 
qualification. Quite fitting really? 

• The society really does need more qualified First Aiders. 

• A goodly part of the SUCS Archives have transferred residence from 
Aberystwyth to Burton on Trent where a lot of sorting out will be going 
on. Some stunning photographs and artefacts are emerging. Buckby 
can and dipper painted by Tony Lewery in the 1960s, anyone? Cast iron 
bridge notices (yes, that one about “sufficient to carry the weight…”)? 
Framed share certificate 946, issued 1818, for the Montgomery Canal, 
Western Branch? 

• C&RT very appreciative of Tom Fulda’s article on ‘Soft Bank’ Proof of 
Concept, now on the website — see tinyurl.com/bdtcxvw2 (SUCS). 

• On 9th November 2026, SUCS will be 60 years young. We need to 
mark this in some way, surely. 

Sue Ball, Secretary 

 Council Clippings 
 

 Cuttings Autumn 2024 Page 11 

Society News 

I wish to thank Roger Birch (C&RT), Shropshire Union Canal Society and their 
volunteers for installing a commemorative bench in memory of Rich Hamp. He 
enjoyed working alongside all of you and the official opening of Pryces to 
Crickheath Wharf section of the Montgomery Canal was a source of great 
pride to him and a job well done by everyone. 

I look forward to strolling over and 
spending some time there; his 
favourite stretch of the Montgomery 
Canal. 

Mags Richards 

Editors: the bench is located on the 
recently restored section of the 
Montgomery Canal, approximately 
half-way between Pryces Bridge and 
Crickheath Bridge. 

 Rich Hamp Commemorative Bench 

Mags Richards and Fred Barrett on the 
new bench (photo: D Carter) 

https://shropshireunion.org.uk/about-us/society-documents/
https://tinyurl.com/bdtcxvw2
https://shropshireunion.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/185-Cuttings-2024-09-Rich-Hamps-Bench.jpg
https://overwatermarina.co.uk/
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Society News 

The Northern Canals Association (NCA) is an informal and independent 
meeting place for waterway restoration groups from across the country with 
representatives attending from as far away as East Anglia and Somerset, in 
spite of the ‘Northern’ in its name. First established in 1991, it is a self-funding, 
non-profit making organisation that acts as a sounding board and networking 
forum for any and all who have an interest in waterways restoration. Many are 
the questions answered and problems solved through interaction at one of 
their meetings. 

Meetings are held twice a year, spring and autumn, complementing the 
Waterways Recovery Group’s (WRG) Restoration Conference in summer. An 
average of 40/50 delegates attend at any time and each meeting is held at a 
host site. 

On Sunday 6th October, SUCS hosts the NCA Autumn Conference 2024 
meeting at Llanymynech. Following a series of short talks to ‘set the scene’ 
and explain how we work on the Monty and with whom, the emphasis of the 
day will be on site visits. At Carreghofa, we will view ‘one we did earlier,’ with 
its iconic paddle gearing, lock cottage, company house, toll house, wharf and 
Tanat feeder. From there, it’s a short walk to view the Vyrnwy Aqueduct and 
Williams Bridge and review the plans being drawn up for these challenges. At 

 SUCS hosts NCA Conference 

The past few weeks have seen a considerable increase in Society funds due 
to contributions from members and supporters. There have been two legacies 
totalling £29,000, both dedicated to restoration of the Montgomery Canal, 
together with several three- and four-figure donations. This is in addition to 
numerous donations from members when renewing their subscriptions. The 
Society thanks all of these contributors at a time of high activity and uncertain 
future funding. 

The Society continues to pursue all possible grant avenues and has just 
received funding from Freedom Fibre of £500. Work is also ongoing to apply 
for a second grant from the National Lottery Heritage Fund (NLHF). If 
successful, the money would be used to help restore the Montgomery Canal 
between Crickheath Bridge and Malthouse Bridge. Members may remember 
that a previous grant from NLHF helped restore the Montgomery Canal 
between Pryces Bridge and Crickheath Bridge. 

Clive Robertson, Treasurer 

 Summer Boost to Funds 
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Date What Where Notes 

31 Aug– 
1 Sep 

SUCS stall at 
Whitchurch Festival 

Whitchurch arm off the 
Llangollen canal  

See 
whitchurchwaterway. 
uk/invitation 

1 Sep, 
3–5pm 

Mikron Theatre – 
Common Ground 

Coton Mill, Gnosall, 
ST20 0BN. Opposite 
the Navigation Inn. 

“Pay what you feel”. 
See mikron.org.uk 

7 Sep 
SUCS Work Party 
Open Day  

Crickheath South 
Work Party Site  

For more information, 
please see page 31 

15 Sep 
10am– 
4pm 

Canal Town 
Heritage Open Day 
featuring Tom 
Kitching in concert 

National Waterways 
Museum, South Pier 
Rd, Ellesmere Port 
CH65 4FW 

Free. For more 
information, please 
see tinyurl.com/
mw38ueyy (C&RT) 

6 Oct 
10.30am–
4.30pm 

Northern Canals 
Association 
Restoration 
Conference 

Llanymynech Village 
Hall 

For more information, 
please see page 12 

30 Nov 
11am 

SUCS AGM Via Zoom 
For more information, 
please see page 14 

 Dates for Your Diary 

Before travelling, you are advised to check with the event organisers 
that there has been no change. 

Crickheath, with a scheduled working party in full swing, there will be plenty to 
see – the Tramway Wharf, channel profiling and lining, soft bank construction 
and the recently reopened Schoolhouse Bridge. All in all, a busy but, let’s 
hope, enjoyable day. We just need some dry weather now… 

The NCA conference is open to anyone. The cost for the day is £15 to cover 
food and hire of hall etc. People wanting to attend should book by contacting 
NCA via northern.canals2021@btinternet.com or through the NCA website, 
see northerncanals.org/contact-us. You can use the same contact details to 
ask that you be kept informed of the biannual meetings. 

Sue Ball 

https://whitchurchwaterway.uk/invitation
https://whitchurchwaterway.uk/invitation
https://mikron.org.uk
https://tinyurl.com/mw38ueyy
https://tinyurl.com/mw38ueyy
mailto:northern.canals2021@btinternet.com
http://northerncanals.org/contact-us
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The 2024 Annual General Meeting of the Society will be held on Saturday 30th 
November 2024 at 11:00am using Zoom video conferencing. Joining 
instructions appear below and will be published on the Society website as well 
as being emailed to members for whom we hold an email address. 

Outline agenda: 

1. Apologies for absence. 

2. Reminder of the procedure for the meeting. 

3. Adoption of the minutes of the 2023 AGM held on 9th December 2023. 

4. Reports: i. Chair; ii. Treasurer. 

5. Election of auditors. 

6. Election of Trustees: Election of Barbara Cowie. 

7. Guest presentation (details TBC). 

8. Any other business. 

In order to nominate a member for election to serve as a Trustee on the 
Council of the Shropshire Union Canal Society, please print the below form, 
apply both signatures and post to: 

Sue Ball (Society Secretary) 
17 Bitham Court 
Stretton 
Burton on Trent 
DE13 0XJ 

Or email a photo or scan of the completed form to: 

secretary@shropshireunion.org.uk. 

Completed forms must be received by 9th November 2024.

 SUCS AGM 2024 

Society News 

Member being nominated: 

Full name:  

Mem. no.:  

Email:  

Signature:  

Member making nomination: 

Full name:  

Mem. no:  

Signature:  
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To attend by video 

You will need a PC, laptop, tablet or smartphone with a camera and 
microphone. You can then either use the Zoom application (having previously 
installed it) or connect to Zoom via a browser (zoom.us/signin). 

Please use the link tinyurl.com/sucsagm24 (Zoom) or specify meeting ID 841 
2795 1790 and password 126266. 

To track attendance, please specify your full name using the Chat facility. 

If you wish to speak, please alert the chair by raising your hand. 

To attend using a landline or mobile phone 

Please call 020 3481 5237 and when asked for: 

• Meeting ID: type in 84127951790 followed by the hash key 

• Participant ID: just press the hash key 

• Password: type in 126266 followed by the hash key 

To track attendance, please announce your full name when joining. 

If you wish to speak, at a suitable point, please make a verbal request and 
state your name. 

General instructions 

Only one person should speak at a time. Please mute your microphone unless 
you are invited to speak by the chair. At that point, please ensure your 
microphone is on and state your name. 

The chair will call for a member to propose and second when required. 

Voting will be by a show of hands and any member not present will therefore 
not be able to vote. Please ensure that your voting intention is clear for the 
chair to see or hear. 

Should you have any questions on the AGM, please contact the Society’s 
Secretary Sue Ball by email via secretary@shropshireunion.org.uk or by post 
to 17 Bitham Court, Stretton, Burton-on-Trent, DE13 0XJ. 

The following documents related to the meeting are available on the Society’s 
website at shropshireunion.org.uk/about-us/society-documents: 

• Minutes of the 2023 AGM held on 9th December 2023 (agenda Item 3) 

• Financial Statement for the year ended 31st March 2024 (agenda Item 
4ii). 

Society News 

mailto:secretary@shropshireunion.org.uk
https://zoom.us/signin
https://tinyurl.com/sucsagm24
mailto:secretary@shropshireunion.org.uk
https://shropshireunion.org.uk/about-us/society-documents
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Society News 

The Shropshire Union Canal Society Limited – abridged 
Report and Accounts for the year ending 31st March 
2024 

This abridged Report and Accounts can be viewed in full on the Society’s own 
website and will be available on the Charities Commission and Company’s 
House websites. For 2023/24, the funding support both for restoration and 
enhancement works has been obtained from a variety of sources, internal, 
C&RT, together with third-party grants and donations. We have, over the year, 
received a number of generous donations and bequests which, together with 
improved returns from our capital investments, has generated a generous 
surplus. We thank all who have made a contribution to our efforts over the 
past year. 

The Society’s Annual Report 

The trustees present their annual report and financial statements for the year 
ended 31st March 2024. The financial statements have been prepared in 
accordance with the accounting policies set out in note 1 to the financial 
statements and comply with the charity's Articles, the Companies Act 2006 
and "Accounting and Reporting by Charities: Statement of Recommended 
Practice applicable to charities preparing their accounts in accordance with the 
Financial Reporting Standard applicable in the UK and Republic of Ireland 
(FRS 102)" (effective 1st January 2019).  

Objective and Activities 

The Society is committed to ensuring that the Shropshire Union Canal 
network, covering the Llangollen and Montgomery Canals as well as the 
Shropshire Union Canal itself including the Middlewich Branch, is maintained 
and enhanced for the benefit of all users, visitors and wildlife. We seek to 
support and encourage the Canal and River Trust in its wide-ranging activities 
and responsibilities for the benefit of all users through the maintenance and 
extension of facilities such as towpaths, visitor moorings, seats and picnic 
tables throughout the Shropshire Union Canal network. The Society has 
continued to be involved with and to support a number of sister organisations 
within our area. When planning our activities for the year, we consider the 
Charity Commission's guidance on public benefit.  

SUCS is committed to closing the “Shropshire Gap” and restoration works 
have been focused on the Crickheath South project extending the watered 
channel from Crickheath Bridge to the renewed Schoolhouse Bridge and to 
restore Crickheath Wharf itself. Progress is excellent despite the weather 
difficulties. More detail of what restoration has been achieved can be found on 

 SUCS Accounts 2023–2024 
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our website, see shropshireunion.org.uk/category/work-party, with regular 
postings published on social media. 

The programme of wider ranging activities including organising walks and 
tours of lengths of the Shropshire Union system continues whilst the 
maintenance and enhancement works in the Ellesmere area are being 
developed further. These latter activities, improving the local environment, are 
of a lighter nature than restoration and carried out in conjunction with the 
Canal and River Trust. They also reflect the growing need for voluntary 
assistance to support C&RT in challenging financial times. 

The Society would be delighted to extend its activities further to include more 
of the system and welcomes approaches from interested individuals and 
groups. 

Financial Review 

The award of a Rural Prosperity Fund grant to C&RT for the Crickheath South 
project, obtained with support from SUCS and the Restore group, has enabled 
restoration on a financially neutral basis although there is a significant match 
funding from ourselves at the conclusion of the project. There have also been 
other grants for both specific and general expenditure, in particular The 
Association of Industrial Archaeology to fund Crickheath Wharf works, and 
Peoples Postcode Lottery to be used for match funding. 

Enhancement costs have been partially funded by a Tesco grant. 

Our assets are generating a healthy return helping to cover the general core 
costs not eligible for capital grants. 

This year the Society's accounts show a surplus of £40,380. 

Legal 

The company is entitled to the exemption from the audit requirement 
contained in section 477 of the Companies Act 2006, for the year ended 31st 
March 2024. 

The directors acknowledge their responsibilities for complying with the 
requirements of the Companies Act 2006 with respect to accounting records 
and the preparation of financial statements. 

The members have not required the company to obtain an audit of its financial 
statements for the year in question in accordance with section 476. 

These financial statements have been prepared in accordance with the 
provisions applicable to companies subject to the small companies regime. 

Clive Robertson, Treasurer 

(Continued on page 18) 

https://shropshireunion.org.uk/category/work-party
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Un- 
restricted 

Funds 
General  

2024 
£ 

Un- 
restricted 

Funds 
Desig- 
nated 
2024 

£ 

Restricted 
Funds 

2024 
£ 

Total 
2024 

£ 

Total 
2023 

£ 

Income from:      

Donations and 
legacies 

37,320 - 13,159 50,479 117,758 

Charitable activities 52,163 - - 52,163 - 

Other trading activities - 1,153 - 1,153 1,703 

Investments - 11,476 - 11,476 7,166 

Total income 89,483 12,629 13,159 115,271 126,627 

Expenditure on:      

Raising funds       

Fundraising and 
publicity 

162 - - 162 140 

Trading costs 3,962 - - 3,962 4,194 

 4,124 - - 4,124 4,334 

Charitable activities       

Charitable trading 69,142 - - 69,142 79,992 

Total expenditure 73,266 - - 73,266 84,326 

Net gains/(losses) on 
investments 

- (1,625) - (1,625) (5,792) 

Net income 16,217 11,004 13,159 40,380 36,509 

Transfers between 
funds 

(11,837) (105,504) 117,341 - - 

Net movement in 
funds 

4,380 -94,500 130,500 40,380 36,509 

Reconciliation of 
funds: 

    
 

Fund balances at 
1 April 2023 

61,618 201,000 33,870 296,488 259,979 

Fund balances at 
31 March 2024 

65,998 106,500 164,370 336,868 296,488 

Statement of Financial Activities including Income and 
Expenditure Account for the year ending 31st March 2024 

 SUCS Accounts 2023–2024—cont’d 
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The statement of financial activities includes all gains and losses recognised in 
the year. 

All income and expenditure derive from continuing activities. 

The statement of financial activities also complies with the requirements for an 
income and expenditure account under the Companies Act 2006. 

Balance Sheet as at 31st March 2024 

 2024 2023 

 £ £  £  £ 

Fixed assets     

Tangible assets  191  - 

Investments  87,356  88,981 

  87,547  88,981 

Current assets     

Debtors 14,690  1,868  

Cash at bank and in hand 248,487  219,279  

 263,177  221,147  

Creditors: amounts falling 
due within one year 

(2,556)  (2,340)  

Net current assets  260,621  218,807 

Total assets less current 
liabilities 

 348,168  307,788 

Creditors: amounts falling due 
after more than one year 

 (11,300)  (11,300) 

Net assets excluding 
pension liability 

 336,868  296,488 

Net assets  336,868  296,488 

The funds of the charity     

Restricted income funds  164,370  33,870 

Unrestricted funds – general  65,998  61,618 

Unrestricted funds – designated  106,500  201,000 

  336,868  296,488 

(Continued on page 20) 
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We extend a warm welcome to the following new members: 

• Mr Christopher & Mrs Angela Henstone and family of Oswestry 

• Mr Ajit Jansari of London 

• Mr David Moss of London 

• Mr Dave & Mrs Jane Lewis of Aberdovey 

• Mr Brian Evans of Pant 

• Mr Jonathan Butler of Newport 

• Mr Peter & Mrs Christine McKay of Richmond, North Yorkshire. 

Members are reminded that annual subs were due on 1st July. Thanks to 
those of you who have already paid (and you should have received a 
confirmation email or letter — please get in touch if you haven’t). Life 
members don’t need to do anything of course. 

If you haven’t paid your subs, please can you do one of the following: 

• Pay full subs online at shropshireunion.org.uk/subs. 

• Post your payment to me at the below address; please make cheques 
payable to Shropshire Union Canal Society Limited. 

• Make a one-off BACS transfer to Shropshire Union Canal Society 
Limited business bank account at NatWest: Sort Code is 55-50-05; 
Account Number is 01630962; Reference should be your membership 
number or your full name. 

• Set up a Standing Order for an initial payment for subs and then a 
recurring payment on July 1 every year in favour of Shropshire Union 
Canal Society Limited business bank account at NatWest: Sort Code is 
55-50-05; Account Number is 01630962; Reference should be your 
membership number or your full name. 

• Ask me for a Standing Order form. 

You can contact me about any membership matter at 42, Foyle Road, 
Blackheath, SE3 7RH, telephone 07920 708255 or by emailing 
memsec@shropshireunion.org.uk.  

Richard Feeney, Membership Secretary 

 Membership News 
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Chas Hardern Boats Ltd est 1972 

Family run 2–6 berth warm and comfortable narrowboats for hire. All year 
cruising. Short breaks generally available. Dog friendly. Excellent tuition. 

Services on site: diesel, gas, pump-out, gift shop. 

Also: Gas Safe engineer, 24hr breakdown service. 40 years experience with 
all engine and internal boat repairs. 

Members of IWA, BMF, APCO, FSB Hireboat handover external audit 

T: 01829 732595 Email: chasboats@aol.com Web: www.chashardern.co.uk 

follow us 
on facebook 

https://shropshireunion.org.uk/subs
mailto:memsec@shropshireunion.org.uk
mailto:chasboats@aol.com
http://www.chashardern.co.uk
https://www.facebook.com/ChasHardernBoats/
https://swanleybridgemarina.com/
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Our flagship Shrewsbury & Newport Canals Trust (SNCT) project and the site 
of much volunteer activity is, of course, Wappenshall Wharf. Anyone visiting 
and who knows the site will now notice the absence of the large green 
corrugated iron Romney building 
which dominated the area. It has 
gone to the Blists Hill Museum and 
its removal has opened up the 
views of the wharf and the two 
main buildings. To everyone’s 
surprise, the whole area now looks 
much bigger. The Romney 
building, which we believe was 
installed about eighty years ago 
during WW2, was butted up 
against the large transhipment 
warehouse and we have even 
managed to remove the imprint 
that it made. 

Since the digging out, lining and re-
watering of the basin, we have 
been concentrating much of our 
efforts on restoring the small 
warehouse so that it can be 
opened as a café next spring. The 
damaged brickwork has been 
repaired or replaced, the floors 
have been made good, a new 
glass door entrance has been 
created and a new wooden outdoor 
staircase has been built. New 
toilets have been added and the 
new services have all been 
connected up – it’s amazing how 
much work has been needed! 

The Shrewsbury group are now working on three sites: adjacent to both the 
north and south portals of the Berwick Tunnel south of the A5 plus the 
Electrical Sub-Station (ESS) area just north of the A5. All three lengths of 
canal were previously very heavily wooded and are gradually being cleared 
with WRG continuing to make regular visits to help the clearance. After a lot of 
time and effort, the group have completed the part rebuild and full repointing of 
Widows Bridge and the scaffolding has been removed. They are planning to 

 Progress on the S&N Canals 

Wappenshall revealed 

Wappenshall Basin dug out, 
lined and rewatered 
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build on relations with the National Trust at Attingham Park who own part of 
the canal to the east of Berwick. Joint working parties have previously taken 
place there and a trip boat running on a restored length of canal would be 
good for both parties. 

A new working group has become very active at Rodington. In the course of 
vegetation clearance, they have discovered the wing walls and the cast iron 
base of the old lift bridge so their main objective has become the recreation of 
that bridge. A levels survey has been carried out which shows that generally 
the levels on top of the existing embankments and in the bed of the canal are 
as they were originally constructed. So, they are busy digging out the canal to 
restore and improve the canal features with a new fence erected along the top 
of the aqueduct. A short section of embankment alongside the road has been 
improved and enhanced and the stonework is now being restored. 

In Newport, the Strine Brook goes under the canal near Meretown Lock and is 
then pumped up to supply the canal in Newport. The aqueduct project, which 
plans to remove the trees growing into the stonework of the Strine tunnel and 
replace them with railings, has 
been delayed. After the ivy and 
undergrowth were cleared away it 
became obvious that there is a 
900mm difference in levels from 
the towpath to the stonework of the 
tunnel and this needs stabilising 
before the railings can be installed. 
A solution has been found and the 
project has now started to 
progress. At the same time, a lot of 
effort is going into clearing 
Himalayan Balsam from the one 
and a half miles in water. 
Clearance started in 2014 and has 
progressed steadily along the canal with cleared areas being monitored and 
new areas near the western end tackled.  

The restoration of the matched pair of 1936 working boats is progressing well. 
Berkhampstead, the butty, is nearly complete but a lot more work needs to be 
done to Bainton, the motor. At the moment, Bainton is at a boatyard near 
Rugby having her cabins replaced. 

You can find more information on the SNCT at the SNCT website, see 
sncanal.org.uk. 

John Myers 
Work Party Leader (Newport), Shrewsbury & Newport Canals Trust 

Strine Aqueduct under 
the Newport Canal 

https://shropshireunion.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/217-Cuttings-2024-09-Wappenshall-Revealed.jpg
https://shropshireunion.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/217-Cuttings-2024-09-Wappenshall-Basin-Dug-Out-Lined-and-Rewatered.jpg
https://sncanal.org.uk/
https://shropshireunion.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/217-Cuttings-2024-09-Strine-Aqueduct-under-Newport-Canal.jpg
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…and other rare plants along the Monty 

Another in a series of articles on the wildlife and nature that can be seen on 
the SU network… 

In 1880, the floating water-plantain was a common sight on the Llangollen 
canal near Colemere before slowly disappearing as the decades passed. 
However, move on 143 years and now – thanks to careful management – it 
has reappeared and is thriving on the Montgomery canal, where the largest 
and most extensive collection of floating water-plantain (Luronium natans) in 
Britain today can be found. 

The plants on the Monty most probably arrived from material or seed washed 
down the waterway. To enable continued growth, they need human 

disturbance such as boat 
movement to thrive as other plants 
that colonise the waterways 
threaten the plantain’s survival due 
to lack of movement on the water. 

The plant, which as its name 
suggests does not root but floats 
on the water, has dainty, oval, 
green leaves with a reddish tinge 
in younger plants and small white 
three-petalled flowers. Extremely 
rare in the wild, the discovery of it 
on the Montgomery canal has led 
to the waterway being recorded as 

a Special Area of Conservation (SAC) as well as a Site of Special Scientific 
Interest (SSSI) – the latter also covering other life to be found in the location 
eg aquatic species and various other marginal plants. 

New nature reserves adjacent to the Montgomery canal are also providing a 
haven for the plantain to thrive while C&RT, through its ‘The Luronium 
Futures’ project, has appealed for growers of aquatic plants to help propagate 
and transfer plants into the nature reserves. For more information on the 
project see, see tinyurl.com/3b8duuxj (C&RT),  

Better management of the environment is also being undertaken to protect the 
plantain from being taken over by other species while the canal’s wide range 
of flora and fauna has seen every effort made to safeguard habitat, undertake 
sustainable practices, and promote biodiversity – thus ensuring all that can be 
done is being done to preserve the canal and its natural surroundings. To 
further ensure this aim, surveys are undertaken before restoration; vegetation 

 Floating Water-Plantain… 

Shropshire Union Network 

(Photo: J Haynes, CC BY-SA 2.0, Link) 
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clearance is carried out in the bed of the canal; careful cropping of 
overhanging trees is maintained; and relocation of plantain to cleared sections 
is carried out. The aim is to ensure that the Montgomery canal will serve as a 
suitable habitat for both protected and rare British wildlife well into the future. 

Currently, other projects include research into two types of rare pondweed: the 
long-stalked Potamogeton praelongus and flat-stalked Potamogeton friesii. 
These plants help to improve water quality as well as provide homes for 
aquatic animals while waterfowl and fish feed on the plants. The main aim is to 
develop systems of conservation to preserve them and in all of the above, the 
Montgomery canal has proved an ideal location. The search for more rare 
plants on the waterway continues and a study by C&RT, in collaboration with 
the Rare British Plants Nursery, aims to find different ways to cultivate the 
plants identified. 

Kathryn Woodroffe, C&RT project manager, said “The Montgomery canal is 
one of the most important canals in the country for nature. The pondweeds in 
the canal stand out as remarkable specimens for their rarity… The canals are 
a precious resource and this is just one example of the vital roles they play in 
the natural world… We are committed to protecting these special places and 
welcome the support of all those who value their local canal.” (August 2023). 

Jan Johnstone 

Shropshire Union Network 

Just 200 yards from 
Bridge 85 on the 

Shropshire Union Canal. 
Tie up near Hack Green 

Locks. 

A unique and exciting day out for all the family 

Discover the underground world of nuclear 
government. If the UK had been attacked, the 
35,000 square foot bunker would have been the 
wartime HQ. Entering through the massive blast 
doors, you are transported into the secret world of 
the cold war. Descend into the bunker’s maze of 
passages and rooms to see the BBC Studio, 
Decontamination Room, Missile Early Warning 

System, Communications Centre, Life Support Systems and much more. With audio-
visual guides and the Soviet Spy-Mouse Trail to occupy the children, you’re sure to 
enjoy an eye-opening trip! 

NAAFI-style café. Disabled and Mother & Baby facilities. 
An all-weather attraction, open all year from 10.30 am. Please ring for 

details of winter opening from November to March. 
Go to hackgreen.co.uk or ring 01270 629219.  

https://tinyurl.com/3b8duuxj
https://shropshireunion.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/110-Cuttings-2024-09-Floating-Water-Plantain-on-Montgomery-Canal-near-Arddleen-John-Haynes.jpg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/deed.en
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Montgomery_Canal_at_Arddlin_-_geograph.org.uk_-_580121.jpg
https://hackgreen.co.uk
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The enhancement work party on 20th July 
saw the society’s volunteers start what is 
hoped to be a sustained programme of 
offside vegetation clearance on the 
Llangollen Canal in the Ellesmere area. The 
work was done using a workboat kindly 
loaned by C&RT and steered by a society 
member. As preparation for this venture, 
three society volunteers had, the previous 
weekend, successfully undertaken training 
for the Royal Yachting Association 
Helmsman certificate. This was run by 
another Ellesmere-based charity, the Lyneal 
Trust, and we are very grateful for their help. 
During the training, everything came to a 
halt whilst cows were removed from the 
canal and restored to safety on dry land. 

The day on the workboat was a reconnaissance trip supervised by Roger 
Birch of C&RT. Areas of offside vegetation to be worked on and areas to 
accommodate the brash were also identified. We did a short section of 

clearance to test things out. The result 
was the removal of several notorious 
vegetation obstructions in the area of 
Bridge 56. 

It is hoped that we can undertake a 
programme of work of this nature over 
the winter and the necessary 
arrangements are being worked 
through. It seems that C&RT have a 
different set of rules and regulations 
for each group that uses work boats 
and the idea is to harmonise these. 
This process is taking place currently 
and out of this may come the 
requirements for possible medicals for 

the helmsmen, documentation and insurance requirements. If the use of the 
workboat proves successful there are plans to expand its use next year to help 
with much needed repair work on the local towpaths.  

David Carter 

 Enhancement Update 

(Photo: C Hesketh) 

(Photo: M Dean) 
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Progress continues on the Montgomery Canal Levelling Up Fund (LUF) 
project and a reminder that this can be followed at tinyurl.com/5fkaaemu 
(C&RT). 

Members may recall that the first lowered road bridge obstacle in Wales south 
of Llanymynech is at Walls Bridge. In fact, Walls Bridge itself – a typical 
humpback bridge – still exists but road traffic uses an adjacent causeway 
across the canal. Part of the LUF works include building a new bridge, 
Carreghofa Lane Bridge, a little closer to the village. The site of the causeway 
is too close to a road junction to enable a new bridge to be built over it that 
would meet modern highways standards. 

C&RT have submitted a detailed planning application to build this new bridge 
– a vital part of the next stage of restoration in Powys. 

By the time this issue of Cuttings reaches you, the deadline for making 
comments on the planning application will have passed. However, in early 
August, we emailed all members for whom we have an email address asking 
them to support the application and many thanks to those of you who have 
done so. 

John Dodwell 

Also part of the LUF project is work on Y Lanfa. 

Y Lanfa is housed in a restored historic warehouse beside the Montgomery 
Canal. Welshpool Library is on the ground floor and Powysland Museum is 
upstairs. The museum depicts the archaeology and social history of 
Montgomeryshire. 

Work includes the creation of additional floor space under the canopy area, 
remodelling of the museum's galleries, resurfacing of the wharf area to reduce 
the risk of flooding and make it more accessible and refurbishment of the 
grade II-listed canal-side cottages for commercial use. 

For more information on the work, please see tinyurl.com/4b3ayz9m (Powys 
CC). 

Richard Feeney 

 LUF Project Update 

Montgomery Canal 

https://shropshireunion.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/198-Cuttings-2024-09-Cow-Rescue.jpg
https://shropshireunion.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/201-Cuttings-2024-09-Enhancement-Update.jpg
https://tinyurl.com/5fkaaemu
https://tinyurl.com/4b3ayz9m
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On 28th June 2024, the successful reinstatement of Schoolhouse Bridge was 
celebrated in style in warm sunshine and gentle breezes. Anna Turner, Lord 
Lieutenant of Shropshire, unveiled a plaque to mark the culmination of years 
of planning and fundraising by local canal charities working together as 
‘Restore the Montgomery Canal!’. The King’s Representative in Shropshire, 
Mrs Turner congratulated all those involved saying she would be really 
pleased to report back to the King who, as Prince of Wales, did much to 
support the early restoration of the Montgomery Canal around Welshpool. The 
traditional canal bridge number plate, 86, was then ‘christened’ with a liberal 
dousing of Navigation Pale Ale. 

Joining the Lord Lieutenant were Brian Welti, newly elected High Sheriff of 
Shropshire, Lezley Picton, Leader of Shropshire County Council, senior 
officers of Canal & River Trust and Beaver Bridges, who built the bridge. Mike 
Wills, chairman of the IWA, together with representatives of charities and 
organisations, along with individuals, who had contributed to the funds raised, 
were also in attendance. 

The bridge was ‘flattened’ over 50 years ago, crossing the canal on an earth 
causeway instead. The new bridge removes the last highway blockage of the 
canal in Shropshire opening the way for the remaining restoration of the two-
mile ‘Shropshire Gap’. 

The appeal for the rebuilding of the bridge was launched in 2017, eventually 
raising £1.1million. As so often is the case, planning and preparation took far 
longer than rebuilding the bridge itself which eventually took place in autumn/
winter 2023. Alongside contract work by Beaver Bridges, volunteers have 
worked tirelessly throughout. Michael Limbrey, retired solicitor, dealt with all 
things legal, Phil Parker, retired civil engineer, project managed the whole 

 Schoolhouse Bridge Reopening 

Montgomery Canal 

Roger Bravey (left) and Phil Parker 
christening the bridge number plate 

(photo: G Mitchell) 

Anna Turner unveiling the plaque 
(photo: G Mitchell) 
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construction and Roger Bravey, another retired civil engineer and expert in 
bridge building, designed and co-ordinated the bridge from start to finish. 
Without him, there would be no bridge today. Volunteers from The Friends of 
the Montgomery Canal did much of the preparatory and clearing up works and 
have still more to do in the future. 

Formal proceedings were followed by refreshments washed down with 
copious quantities of Navigation Pale Ale and ably entertained by members of 
the Porthywaen Silver Band, no strangers to Monty celebrations. Displays of 
past and present volunteer works were found at the SUCS and the Friends of 
the Montgomery stalls whilst ‘Cracker’, the 3D, flat pack horse usually found 
promoting ex-SU fly boat Saturn added atmosphere. Anyone who wished was 
given a guided tour of the SUCS works at Crickheath. Well, it was en route 
back to the car park, anyway… 

The new Public Appeal for £250,000 to continue the restoration towards Pant 
was launched last year and already stands at over £160,000 (see page 32). In 
Powys, C&RT engineers are working on plans for more new bridges as part of 
the substantial investment under the UK Government Levelling Up grant. New 
nature reserves to safeguard the canal’s valuable flora and fauna are also 
being planned. All this is part of a vision of a revived canal which values its 
built and natural heritage and offers amenity, well-being, business and 
employment opportunities to local communities and visitors. 

All in all, a good time was had by all with a sense of satisfaction in a job well 
done. 

Sue Ball 

Plaque marking the reconstruction of  
Schoolhouse Bridge 
(photo: G Mitchell) 

(Photo: G Mitchell) 

https://shropshireunion.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/219-Cuttings-2024-09-Schoolhouse-Bridge-Re-opening-4.jpg
https://shropshireunion.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/219-Cuttings-2024-09-Schoolhouse-Bridge-Re-opening-2.jpg
https://shropshireunion.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/219-Cuttings-2024-09-Schoolhouse-Bridge-Re-opening-5.jpg
https://shropshireunion.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/219-Cuttings-2024-09-Schoolhouse-Bridge-Re-opening-6.jpg
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This report covers work parties during June and July. Two features stand out: 
1, the incredible progress that has been made and 2, the number of additional 
volunteers that have contributed. The two are linked of course with progress 
aided by the addition of an extra work party each month making a total of four 
since the last report. 

During June and July alone, eight new volunteers have joined the work 
parties. This has been complemented by corporate volunteers from Practice 
Plan, Arcadis and Openreach joining us for a day each accounting for 32 
additional volunteers from across the three organisations. Another team from 
Practice Plan in Oswestry is due in August. 

The current project from Crickheath Bridge to Schoolhouse Bridge is split into 
three phases. We are currently working in two of them, north and south of the 
compound which is at the site of the farmer’s crossing. As an interim measure, 
there will be a pipe connection between the two sections until the crossing is 
addressed. Although both of these sections will be watered early in the new 
year, the channel will remain closed to navigation until the next winding hole at 
Waen Wen is reached. Therefore, the crossing does not create an immediate 
constraint and is out of scope of our current works. 

The southern section, phase 1B, is now complete bar a bit of finishing on the 
banks above water level. There is a temporary dam at each end of this 
section. The southernmost dam marks the limit of the Rural Prosperity Fund 
grant-aided project and will be removed as work is completed southwards to 
Schoolhouse Bridge. The other dam is at the site of the farm crossing. Phase 
1B includes the innovative ‘soft bank’ design to maximise ecological benefit. It 
was described in the last edition of Cuttings and a link to the case study can 
be now found on the website, see tinyurl.com/bdtcxvw2 (SUCS). 

 

 Restoration Update 

Phase 1B lining and blocking 
completed 

Soft bank retaining wall under 
construction 
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The northern section, phase 1A, incorporates the former tramway wharf. This 
section has been more challenging due to the extremely wet winter and 
continuing high groundwater levels despite extensive pumping. But with 
determination and perseverance, it feels like the challenges are being 
conquered. Despite working in a channel that resembled a quagmire, and 
assisted by a contractor digger operator, the last week in July saw substantial 
progress. The banks are now largely 
profiled to the correct gradient and the 
channel to the correct depth. A 
substantial volume of spoil has been 
moved. The wharf wall repairs will be 
completed in August with the 
remaining coping stones replaced. 
Thereafter, a sixty-metre length 
requires lining and blocking and this 
section too requires a temporary dam 
by the farmer’s crossing. All this must 
be completed before the channel fills 
with water again over winter.  

Progress has also been made in finalising the design for future works. 
Consulting engineers have advised on the channel design through 
Schoolhouse Bridge and the sections both north and south. 

Tom Fulda 

On Saturday, 7th September, Society members (and local residents) are 
cordially invited to visit our Crickheath South work party site to view what has 
been happening during this quite remarkable summer of work. A ‘walk & talk’ 
will take place at 2pm, explaining what has been happening, the how and the 
why. Please meet at Crickheath Bridge at 2pm, see here for a map: 
tinyurl.com/bde2reyu (Bing). 

The walk will be along the towpath. Note that some sections may be muddy 
and the walk includes a couple of stiles and so please bring suitable footwear. 

If you are coming by car, it is important that you don't park in Crickheath 
village which will inconvenience the locals. Instead, please email 
tour@shropshireunion.org.uk to let us know that you're coming by car and 
closer to the date, we will let you know where best to park (which will depend 
on numbers). 

If you have any queries on the tour, please also email 
tour@shropshireunion.org.uk. We hope to see you there! 

Sue Ball 

 Work Party Open Day 

Channel profiling starts in phase 1A 

https://tinyurl.com/bdtcxvw2
https://shropshireunion.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/202-Cuttings-2024-09-Restoration-Update-C.jpg
https://shropshireunion.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/202-Cuttings-2024-09-Restoration-Update-A.jpg
https://tinyurl.com/bde2reyu
mailto:tour@shropshireunion.org.uk
https://shropshireunion.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/202-Cuttings-2024-09-Restoration-Update-B.jpg
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How is the appeal going? 

Members will recall that the Restore the 
Montgomery Canal! Group (of which the Society is a 
member) launched a Public Appeal in June last year 
for £250,000 to help towards the costs of the next 
phase of the restoration in Shropshire – closing the 
Shropshire Gap. We are pleased to report that as at 
31st July 2024, £163,000 had been raised so far 
(including the initial £50,000). 

The value of legacies has been shown by the 
receipt of £25,000 (included above) as a legacy (to 
Montgomery Waterway Restoration Trust) from the 
Estate of David Gibson. David Gibson did not live in 
either Shropshire or Powys. In fact, he lived far in 
the North West where he was much involved with 
the restoration of the Northern Reaches of the 
Lancaster Canal. In the 1970s when he was in 
London, he was the Hon Secretary of the IWA’s 
London and Home Counties Branch in which role he 
was one of those who successfully fought to prevent 
Paddington Basin being filled in. 

We hope Society Members will be interested in 
following David Gibson’s example. If so, then please 
see the article about legacies on page 14 in the 
Spring 2024 issue of Cuttings. Further information 

can be obtained from the Society’s Hon Treasurer at Bryn Estyn, East Street, 
Llangollen LL20 8RB or email treasurer@shropshireunion.org.uk. 

We continue to need to ask for further donations to enable us to continue with 
the speeded-up work of restoration (eg 2023, reopened to Crickheath; 2024, 
Schoolhouse Bridge rebuilt). Donations can be made at localgiving.org/charity/
restorethemontgomerycanal or by sending a cheque (payable to Restore the 
Montgomery Canal) to Tixall Lodge, Tixall, Stafford, ST18 0XS. 

Whenever possible, we use the money as part of what is called ‘match’ funds 
ie we match grants from governmental sources. With the recent Rural 
Prosperity Fund grant, the match was 30 per cent. This means that for every 
£25 donated (with £5 Gift Aid), we can get £100 of work done. A multiplier of 
four times sounds good, doesn’t it? 

Larger donors to the appeal will receive a certificate – Gold for £1,000 or 
more; Silver for between £500 and £999. 

 Restore the Montgomery Canal! 

Montgomery Canal 
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Want a chance to win £250 for only £10? 

The closing date for the Grand Draw is getting closer – 18th October 2024. 
The actual Draw will be on 1st November 2024 at a Society working party at 

Crickheath. It is rumoured that 
the tickets may be mixed up in 
the drum of a concrete mixer! 

The easiest way to buy Grand 
Draw tickets is online – see 
themontgomerycanal.org.uk/
donate/raffle-2024. Members 
buying their tickets in this way 
will save themselves the cost of 
postage and save us bank 

charges. Counterfoil numbers are allocated to online purchasers. 

Some purchasers have been kind enough to buy in multiples of £10 – the 
highest being about £50 – or were they trying to stack the odds in their favour! 
Members preferring to use cheques should send their counterfoils and cheque 
to Nick Bostock at Tixall Lodge, Tixall, Stafford ST18 0XS. 

Further books of Grand Draw tickets can be obtained by writing to Michael 
Limbrey at 26 Bentley Drive, Oswestry SY11 1TQ. 

Please note that it is illegal to sell tickets to anyone under 16. 

The Restore the Montgomery Canal! Appeal group is promoted by the 
Montgomery Waterways Restoration Trust (and its membership arm The 
Friends of the Montgomery Canal), supported by the Shropshire Union Canal 
Society and The Inland Waterways Association’s Shrewsbury District & North 
Wales Branch. MWRT is the receiving entity and all profits will be committed 
to restoring the Montgomery Canal. All these groups are circulating Grand 
Draw tickets to their members, thus widening the range of purchasers and 
avoiding each having its own Draw. 

Montgomery Canal gets mentioned in the local 
place plan 

We are very pleased to report that restoration of the Montgomery Canal in 
Shropshire gets support in the Oswestry Area Place Plan which is an 
indication of what local councils/people would like to see happen in their 
areas. 

The entries read: ‘”Complete the final 2 miles of the sustainable restoration of 
the Montgomery Canal from Crickheath to Llanymynech. The restoration will 
create opportunities to cultivate attractive destinations in the rural areas such 

Montgomery Canal 

(Continued on page 34) 

https://shropshireunion.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/Cuttings-2024-03-60190.pdf
mailto:treasurer@shropshireunion.org.uk
https://localgiving.org/charity/restorethemontgomerycanal
https://localgiving.org/charity/restorethemontgomerycanal
https://themontgomerycanal.org.uk/donate/raffle-2024
https://themontgomerycanal.org.uk/donate/raffle-2024
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as Waen Wen Basin and canal side Penygarreg Lane. The Llanymynech & 
Pant Parish Council wish to contribute to a Masterplan for the canal outlining a 
programme for inward investment and options for sensitive and appropriate 
mixed-used waterside development, public spaces, circulation, and access. 
The restoration should offer economic, recreational and educational benefits 
to Llanymynech and Pant. This Masterplan should also develop links between 
the Montgomery Canal, Cambrian Heritage Railway and Llanymynech 
Heritage Area”. 

“Improvements to Llanymynech Heritage Area. Develop canal-side moorings 
and improve access from canal into site and town beyond. Potential to raise 
£10k per year from mooring fees.” 

It is encouraging to see our views shared. It is especially helpful as reference 
to such support can be made in grant applications as demonstration of local 
and popular support. 

John Dodwell 

Montgomery Canal 

Market Drayton Community 

 Amateur Sports Club 

Betton Rd, Market Drayton TF9 1HH 

01630 652786 

www.draytonsportsclub.com 

 

A warm welcome with fitness and sporting facilities open to 
members & non-members. Activities include gym, boxing, various 
fitness classes, cricket and & beauty therapy. We also have a bar 
where you can relax and enjoy a drink on Thursday and Friday 
evenings from 6pm to 9pm. 
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Montgomery Canal 

Monty`s Brewery, based in Montgomery, have now sold over 20,000 pints of 
their Navigation Pale Ale and each pint results in a donation to support the 
restoration of the Montgomery Canal. 

The ale, a 4.0 per cent strength light bitter, was introduced in April 2023 and 
was promoted by SUCS volunteers visiting pubs and explaining the idea to 
publicans. 

Waterside pubs around the Shropshire network were targeted first but now the 
beer is sold by distributors in Wales, Lancashire and the Midlands. Initially 
sold in casks, it is now also available bottled and is being sold both in selected 
off-licences and online directly from Monty`s Brewery. 

Anticipated yearly donations from beer sales are from £1,200 to £1,500. This 
sum will be used in applications to grant-giving bodies for what is called 
matched funding — Societies applying for grants are expected to raise a given 
amount themselves, normally 10 per cent. 

Russ Honeyman, Commercial 
Director of Monty`s Brewery said, 
“Working with enthusiastic 
volunteers enhances our business; 
they promote the beer and give us 
regular communication on how the 
money is spent. Watching the 
progress made on the canal and 
being part of a great project is a 
real boost to our business”. 

Dave Carter, Chairman of 
Shropshire Union Canal Society 
said, “Working with local 
companies is a win–win situation; 
we both raise funds whilst helping 
economic growth. The volunteers 
love the beer as an extra bonus”. 

Les Green 

 20,000 pints of NPA Consumed! 

Navigation Pale Ale was available at the 
 Schoolhouse Bridge reopening 
ceremony (photo: R Honeyman) 

 

http://www.draytonsportsclub.com
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It’s a long time since I had been to Gnosall. My very first family trip took us up 
through Gnosall on a trip from Stourport. We passed through Autherley 
Junction of course, which was presided over by Sam Lomas who has been 
mentioned in Cuttings recently, see page 38 of Summer 2024 Cuttings. I may 
have a diary somewhere which will remind me of more but I have a clear 
recollection of his help to novice boaters – especially purchasing from his 
stock of recovered windlasses! 

Gnosall’s C’Fest was a three-day event with packed moorings and busy 
towpath, the sort of event that today people in Llanymynech and Welshpool 
can only dream of. But if it were not for dreams, we would not have spent over 
half a century imagining a restored Montgomery Canal. 

That dream may have started with the expectation that the Montgomery Canal 
could be like any other canal, I even used to think that the best trip would be 
from Llangollen to Newtown (a great towpath route of course) but that’s not 
the way it worked out. Was it perhaps the interest from the King, then Prince 
of Wales, and his visits to the canal that made the difference? That could be 
so, certainly at the recent opening the Lord Lieutenant – the King’s 
representative in Shropshire – said she would tell him of her visit to 
Schoolhouse Bridge. 

But perhaps that interest was encouraged as we realised what a special part 
of the network it is and now we can tell of its collection of listed structures (in 
the words of the Conservation Management Strategy “about three times the 
national average per mile of canal in British Waterways’ ownership”), and of 
course its special ecology. 

That ecology was a major feature of the discussions that led to the 
Conservation Management Strategy for which, in its words, “fifteen 
organisations… devoted much time during the lively debates and discussions”. 
But the Strategy was not the beginning because there were discussions 
twenty years earlier in the run-up to the 1987 Act (you will remember that is 
the only Act of Parliament to restore a canal – now such a project would be 
managed under the simplified procedure of John Major’s government 
Transport & Works Act). 

In 1984, correspondence led by John Barratt, then chairman of the 
Montgomery Waterway Restoration Trust, included a statement that BW, the 
Nature Conservancy Council (NCC) and the local authorities (then four) 
agreed that “the canal can be restored to full navigation and its associated 
developments so designed as to retain a major conservation interest” and 
intended that “recognition of the requirement of nature conservation will be 
included in any Parliamentary Bill”. 

 Celebrating Canals 

Montgomery Canal 
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A more formal agreement was concluded with the NCC three years later in the 
context of the parliamentary proceedings: this identified a series of off-line 
reserves and limitations on boat movements as restoration progressed. A 
number of these reserves were created, you may be familiar with some like 
those at Rednal, the Wern, Brithdir, Whitehouse and Crofts Mill Bridges, and 
of course the original Aston Reserve. 

So, it’s forty years since it became apparent that the restored Montgomery 
Canal would not be like any other canal but instead offer a unique blend of 
navigation and wildlife alongside the opportunities for recreation and well-
being brought by any canal. 

By then, Walls and Williams bridges were down creating new obstructions to 
restoration. At the same time, the Society had finished the seven-year 
restoration of Carreghofa Locks (for more information, see 
shropshireunion.org.uk/carreghofa-locks-restoration). The locks were opened 
one grey November day in 1986 by MWRT president Baroness White 
recorded by a plaque hidden at the side of the toll house there. Two 
Wilderness trail boats were slipped into the canal for the celebrations, the 
lowered Williams Bridge being useful for once (though getting the boats out 
again was a nightmare when the two piles used as a slipway slipped)! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Of course, there have been celebrations since those at Carreghofa – and 
there will be more, with packed moorings and busy towpath.  

Michael Limbrey 

Montgomery Canal 

Clearance of the pound between the Carreghofa 
locks with WRG’s Smalley excavator 

(photo: SUCS Archives) 

https://shropshireunion.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/Cuttings-2024-06-26762.pdf
https://shropshireunion.org.uk/carreghofa-locks-restoration
https://shropshireunion.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/Carreghofa-Locks-Restoration-8.jpg
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Visiting The Danny 

Talks, tours, tea & steam cruises for groups 

The Daniel Adamson is a 1903 Steam Ship boasting a unique Art Deco interior which 
was saved from being scrapped by a team of enthusiastic volunteers, who bought the 
ship for £1 and then secured £3.8 Million from the Heritage Lottery Fund to save the 
significant ship, which is 15th on the Register of National Historic Ships. 

Talks to groups of 15–20 in the Art Deco Saloon 

Talks and Tours of the boat when static start at £5 per person. 

Talks to Societies 

A 45-minute presentation on your 
premises sharing images of the 
Danny and Manchester Ship Canal 
right back to its building. We also 
share an insight into the Restoration 
of the Danny and the work of the 
Volunteers. 

Cruising Groups 

On cruises, groups of up to 80 can 
be accommodated. The vessel is 
also available for Private Hire. 

To make an enquiry for more details, email  
enquiries@danieladamson.co.uk or go to 
thedanny.co.uk. 

 
@dannyinsteam 

 

To book a talk at your venue, please contact 
sheila.leonard@danieladamson.co.uk. 

 @dannyinsteam  
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Featuring in Cuttings in autumn 1972 was chair Pat Wilson’s report on the 
progress that had been made by SUCS to date. 

First on the list was that the Society had been made a limited company in 
1971. This was followed by information on Chester Corporation’s plans to 
create a nature trail along the towpath of the Shroppie within its boundaries, 
hopefully to be finished in 1973. 

Pat mentioned the enormous amount of effort that had gone into restoration of 
the Montgomery Canal by the Society. She reflected on how far we had come 
since 1967 when discussions on the restoration of the canal began with the 
SUCS committee and others dedicated to the restoration making “lots of noise 
in the right places”. She also observed that the Monty fight was before 
abandoned canals and their future became the ‘in’ thing to do and praised the 
determination of those who wanted to see the Monty reopened. 

Moving on to Welshpool, she recalled the restoration of Town Lock in 1969 
(Big Dig) following a plan produced by the Society for restoration of the whole 
canal. The cost to the Society was in excess of £500 for equipment – a small 
price to show the people of the town a beautiful stretch of water that could be 
enjoyed. 

The Society was then met by another blow, the Welshpool bypass plan. After 
another fight, it wasn’t until August 1972, following a public inquiry, that it was 
finally recommended that the bypass should not take the canal bed route. 

Abermule was next on the list, the Society managed to get a structure 
included for its bypass which would not cut off the Monty to navigation.  

Queen’s Head followed. There were negotiations in the 1970s with the road 
authorities to include a bridge in their road-widening scheme. A cost of 
£16,000 for the work was anticipated by the Society. 

On to Welsh Frankton next where undergrowth and tree clearance in the dry 
section had been going on for some time. Plans were already in place to move 
on to Rednal to carry out similar work. 

All of the above is over 50 years ago now but thanks must go to the Society’s 
committee of the time for their hard work and the many volunteers, including 
Graham Palmer and his navvies, without whom much of what is there to enjoy 
now may never have materialised. 

Jan Johnstone 

History 

 Cuttings Autumn 1972 

mailto:enquiries@danieladamson.co.uk
http://www.thedanny.co.uk
https://twitter.com/dannyinsteam
mailto:sheila.leonard@danieladamson.co.uk
https://www.facebook.com/dannyinsteam
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Idle Women 

In 1941, reports were appearing in various UK newspapers that thousands of 
applications were being received by canal companies from “adventurous 
women with a desire for the open air life”. These applications were emanating 
from all levels of women in society but all had a single goal – to volunteer to 
operate narrowboats carrying freight on the canals as men were sent off to 
war. 

With typical scepticism a canal official attached to the Ministry of Transport 
reported that he considered 90 per cent of them would not be suitable and 
“was sure they had applied with good intentions but without realising the 
amount of experience needed”. The official was obviously not well versed in 
the women who were applying, going on to have the temerity to say, “Women 
would not be strong enough to open a lock gate, instead of being able to do it 
themselves they would just have to sit down and wait till somebody came 
along to help them” (!). 

On their side, however, was AP Herbert MP (novelist, playwright and law 
reformist) who is recorded as having said he thought they would be quite 

History 

 Legends of the Waterways 

(Photo: supplied by National Waterways Archive, Canal and River Trust) 
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strong enough to undertake such work and saw no reason why they shouldn’t 
make a success of it.  

He pointed out that women had worked on the Shropshire Union Canal at 
Chester, Ellesmere Port and other locations for years, while the wives and 
daughters of the boatmen frequently helped out with all manner of work 
involved with carrying goods on the canal, including opening gates and lifting 
heavy loads.  

He was right of course, canal women were quite used to helping their menfolk 
on the canal and sometimes, with the loss of a partner, continued to run boats 
along with their children very successfully themselves.  

As canal enthusiasts know, young women emanating from all walks of life did 
go on to operate diesel-powered narrowboats towing butties throughout the 
Second World War and they quickly earned the (undeserved) nickname ‘Idle 
Women’ from the badges they wore inscribed with the initials IW (Inland 
Waterways). 

The work they carried out was vital for the war effort as, loaded with cargoes 
up to 50 tonnes per boat, they travelled the waterways. Carried was coal, steel 
and anything else which was deemed necessary and a typical working day 
was 18 to 20 hours. For this they received £3 per week with one week off, 
unpaid, after the journey was complete. 

If you would like to find out more about the women and their experiences on 
the canals, you can do no better than read Idle Women by Susan Woolfit; 
Amateur Boatwomen by Eily Gayford; Troubled Waters by Margaret Cornish; 
and Maiden’s Trip by Emma Smith. I can promise you an entertaining read, 
whichever you choose, as they relate their accounts of their experiences on 
the waterways. 

Sadly, the women who did this essential work throughout the war have never 
received any official recognition for their efforts. However, there is a plaque 
commemorating their invaluable work during World War II in the National 
Waterways Museum in Stoke Bruerne. 

Jan Johnstone 

History 

https://shropshireunion.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/060-Cuttings-2024-09-Idle-Women-CRT-1.jpg
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Canals News 

Gaps in provision of boater facilities 

In May, C&RT announced it was looking to fill gaps in its provision of boater 
facilities to bring them in line with the charity’s published Customer Service 
Facilities Policy (see tinyurl.com/cu9aywrc (C&RT)). This emphasises the 
Trust’s commitment to meeting a good standard of facilities for boaters upon 
which C&RT spend £2 million every year. 

For more information on what is planned, see tinyurl.com/kvezy6v9 (C&RT). 

National Boat Count 2024 

C&RT’s National Boat Count, conducted in March, recorded 32,602 boats 
across England and Wales, a drop of 1.4% compared to the previous year and 
the first drop since the formation of C&RT. 

Licence compliance stands at 91.8% — there has been an increase in 
unlicensed boats of 1.2% as compared to the previous year. 

The drop in boat numbers and the increase in unlicensed boats was most 
significant in London & South East. 

For more information, see tinyurl.com/2rfre8ef. 

King Charles III confirmed as patron of C&RT 

King Charles III’s patronage was announced in May following a review after 
his accession to the throne. As Prince of Wales, he had been patron since 
C&RT’s formation in 2012.  

Charles’s interest in the canals is long-standing including working as a 
volunteer on the Montgomery Canal fifty years ago. 

For more information, see tinyurl.com/hy3bpmep (C&RT). 

Safety gate on Shropshire Union Canal at Knighton replaced 

C&RT replaced the safety gate in June with one handcrafted in the charity’s 
specialist workshop. 

Between 1911 and 1961, Cadbury’s used Knighton Wharf and associated 
buildings to process local milk into ‘chocolate crumb’ which was then 
transported by boat to Cadbury’s in Bournville along the canal. 

For more information, see tinyurl.com/e3a7urjd (C&RT).  

 Canal & River Trust News 
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Canals News 

 
Home page canalrivertrust.org.uk 

 
Notices and stoppages canalrivertrust.org.uk/notices 

 
Telephone 0303 040 4040 

 Follow and Contact C&RT 

RICHARD POTTER LTD 

Supplier of quality hardwoods, softwoods and sheet materials to many 
narrowboat owners. We always have large stocks of veneered and 

marine plywood together with extensive stocks of other sheets, 
hardwoods, etc. We offer a full cutting to size and machining service 

and a local delivery service. 

Millstone Lane, Nantwich, Cheshire CW5 5PN 

Telephone 01270 625791 

Monday–Friday: 8:00am to 4:00pm 

Saturday: 8:00am to 12:30pm 

Sunday (stock & shop sales only):- 

Summer Mar–Oct: 10:00am to 12:30pm 

Winter Nov–Feb: Closed 

Website address www.fortimber.co.uk 

E-mail richardpotter@fortimber.co.uk 

Green flag status maintained for 736 miles of C&RT’s canals and rivers 

Green flag status is awarded by Keep Britain Tidy and it was announced in 
July that this has been maintained for 736 miles of waterway. In addition, 
seven stretches received a Green Heritage Site Accreditation for the 
management of historic features including the Shropshire Union Canal from 
Middlewich to Audlem and Barbridge Junction to Ellesmere Port National 
Waterway Museum.  

For more information, see tinyurl.com/bdzzv8a6 (C&RT). 

Jan Johnstone 

https://tinyurl.com/cu9aywrc
https://tinyurl.com/kvezy6v9
https://tinyurl.com/2rfre8ef
https://tinyurl.com/hy3bpmep
https://tinyurl.com/e3a7urjd
https://canalrivertrust.org.uk
https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/notices
http://www.fortimber.co.uk
mailto:richardpotter@fortimber.co.uk
https://tinyurl.com/bdzzv8a6
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This year’s calendar from IWA 
Shrewsbury & North Wales 
Branch has a brilliant new 
selection of local images from 
the area’s waterways, all 
generously donated by talented 
local photographers. The 
landscape format, opening out to 
A3 size, is on high quality paper 
stock with stiff covers and 
pages, a spiral binding for easy 
hanging and the preceding and 
following months’ dates on each 
monthly calendar page. 

The calendars can be supplied by mail order with a number of easy ways for 
you to pay: 

• Bank transfer or cheque: email your order details to 
shrewsandnwales@waterways.org.uk and you’ll receive a reply with 
details of the bank account. Alternatively, send a cheque made payable 
to The Inland Waterways Association to SDNW Calendars, 7 Barnton 
Edge, Stone ST15 8ZR. 

• Credit/debit card: email your order details to shrewsandnwales@ 
waterways.org.uk and you’ll receive a reply with a secure SumUp 
payment link unique to yourself. 

• New this year, buy online at iwa-shrewsburynorthwales.sumup 
store.com. 

The price of the calendar is being held at just £8 but due to increased postal 
costs, post and packing rates have had to be adjusted as follows:  

• One calendar – £3  

• Two calendars – £4  

• Three calendars – £6  

• Four calendars – £7  

• Five–eight calendars – £9. 

 IWA SD&NW 2025 Calendar 

Canals News 
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Letters and Corrections 

We always welcome letters from readers on any subject relating to the 
Society. Maybe you’ve got some comments on an article or some thoughts on 
what the Society is doing. Please see page 46 for contact details. 

 Letters 

Council Clippings on page 12 of Summer 2024 Cuttings accurately reported 
that Council had noted that four new digger drivers had passed their test 
including the Society’s first female digger driver. However, Council had 
overlooked that Gwynneth Buss was the society’s first female digger driver to 
pass the training course. Some longstanding restoration volunteers will no 
doubt remember Gwynneth and Ray Buss at working parties at Crickheath 
Wharf in 2007/8 during which Gwynneth drove the society's own 3-tonne 
digger. We apologise to Gwynneth for this mistake. 

 Corrections 

mailto:shrewsandnwales@waterways.org.uk
mailto:shrewsandnwales@waterways.org.uk
mailto:shrewsandnwales@waterways.org.uk
https://iwa-shrewsburynorthwales.sumupstore.com
https://iwa-shrewsburynorthwales.sumupstore.com
https://shropshireunion.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/197-Cuttings-2024-09-IWA-Calendar-B.jpg
https://shropshireunion.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/197-Cuttings-2024-09-IWA-Calendar-A.jpg
https://shropshireunion.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/Cuttings-2024-06-26762.pdf
https://aqueductmarina.co.uk/
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Advertising 

Our advertising rates are: 

• Half page: £75 for one year (four issues) 

• Full page: £115 for one year (four issues) 

There is a 10% discount for advertisers who are also Commercial Members. 
Adverts can start in any issue and will be invoiced annually. 

To find out more, please contact Richard Feeney on 07920 708255 or email 
cuttingseditorial@shropshireunion.org.uk. 

Please tell our advertisers that you saw their advert in Cuttings magazine. 

Articles & Contacting Cuttings 

We are always pleased to receive contributions for Cuttings. Text, photos etc. 
can be submitted by post or by email. If you are ‘no good at the words’, simply 
send us the basis of your idea with all the relevant details and we will gladly 
put an article together for you. Please note that the editorial team reserves the 
right to edit or exclude any material submitted for publication. 

Cuttings postboxes: 

• Post: Cuttings, 42 Foyle Road, Blackheath, London, SE3 7RH 

• Tel.: 07920 708255 

• Email: cuttingseditorial@shropshireunion.org.uk 

Copy Deadlines 

Cuttings is published four times per year, in June, September, December and 
March. Copy deadlines are 1st May, 1st August, 1st November and 1st 
February. Copy cannot be accepted after these dates. 

Disclaimer 

The views expressed in Cuttings are not necessarily those of the Shropshire 
Union Canal Society. We make every effort to ensure all dates and details are 
correct as at time of going to press but please check before travelling to any 
advertised event as changes may have been subsequently made. 

Editorial Team 

Sue Ball, David Carter, Steve Clews, Richard Feeney, Jan Johnstone. 

 Bits and Pieces 

Bits and Pieces 
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Shropshire Union Canal Society – Membership Application/Renewal 

Application: 

Complete the below 
form or you can apply 
for membership online 
at 
shropshireunion.org.uk
/membership 

 Renewal: 

No need to complete the below 
form. Simply set up a standing 
order or make a bank transfer as 
per the below, post a cheque to 
the address specified below or 
pay your subs* online at 
shropshireunion.org.uk/subs 

 

PLEASE USE BLOCK CAPITALS 

I/we hereby apply for membership of the Society and agree to abide by the rules of 
the Society. I/we consent to the personal data contained in this application being 
retained by the Society for the purposes of membership. 

Title and name(s)  ____________________________________________________  

Address  ___________________________________________________________  

 ____________________________________________  Postcode  _____________  

Telephone  __________________  Email  ________________________________  

Please tick and complete one of the following options: 

o I/we enclose subs of £ ________ * and a donation (optional) of £ ___________  

o I/we have set up a standing order or made a bank transfer: 

o Please send me/us a standing order form. 

Please tick here to receive Cuttings magazine by email rather than by post o 

Signed  ______________________________________  Date  ________________  

If one of the applicants is a UK taxpayer, by completing the below declaration, the 
Society will be able to claim tax relief on your donations (including subs): 

The Shropshire Union Canal Society (Registered Charity No. 245875). 

I want to Gift Aid all donations that I have made in the past 4 years and all 
future donations to the above charity. Donations include my membership subs. 

I am a UK taxpayer and understand that if I pay less Income Tax and/or Capital 
Gains Tax than the amount of Gift Aid claimed on all my donations in that tax 
year, it is my responsibility to pay any difference. 

Signed  __________________________________  Date  ________________  

*Subs: Single, Joint, Family: £15/year; Life: £300. 

Bank transfers and standing orders: pay Shropshire Union Canal Society Limited 
business bank account at NatWest: Sort Code 55-50-05; Account Number 
01630962; reference – your membership number or name and postcode. Standing 
order payments – first immediately and then on July 1 each year thereafter. 

Cheques: make payable to Shropshire Union Canal Society Limited. 

Completed forms and cheques: post to Membership Secretary, 42 Foyle Road, 
London, SE3 7RH or email a photo or scan to memsec@shropshireunion.org.uk. 

Membership Application/Renewal 
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