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Editorial

Editorial N—

Firstly, sad news. Pat Wilson, who was such a leading light in the early days of
the Society, died on 6th October at the age of 94. Pat was in at the start of the
Society joining in 1967 along with her husband Geoff and her children. She
supported the Society in a variety of ways: on the committee from 1969, then
as chairman from 1972 to 1975 and then again from 1991 to 1995.

Pat also served the Society in other ways: as co-editor, collector of stamps,
manning the Society stall, in fact, anything that wanted doing Pat was there. A
powerhouse of drive and ambition for our hopes and dreams, she never gave
up. My personal memories of Pat are many but | particularly recall her in her
bright red suit when Prince Charles came to Welshpool to open Town Lock in
1974. We who knew Pat will miss her.

So what, | ask myself, happened in 2024 to make it fly by so quickly? Already
we are at the end of the year and 2025 is knocking on our doors. An awful lot
has happened over the last twelve months, it has been an amazing year for
our Society. Crickheath to Schoolhouse Bridge, the C&RT securing £250,000
to support the works, Schoolhouse Bridge finished and opened in June by the
Lord Lieutenant of Shropshire, the satisfying sight of boats once more moored
at Crickheath and not to be forgotten, the amazing strides forward done by our
dauntless volunteers, see page 24 for Tom Fulda’s restoration report and
page 20 for David Carter’s enhancement report.

To learn even more about any of the above, see our chairman's report on
page 6 and for bang up to date information, visit the Society's webpage
shropshireunion.org.uk.

The Society stall has been out and about spreading the message of both the
Montgomery and Shropshire Union canals. Visited this year was:
Shrewsbury's Flax Mill event, organised by Shrewsbury & Newport Canal
Trust; Schoolhouse Bridge opening; Gnosall C’Fest; Whitchurch Festival and
the Aqueduct Marina Boating Event. It was also present at the Northern
Canals Association Autumn meeting at Llanymynech with SUCS acting as
host. To find out more about that event, see page 10.

With the stall now visiting more venues, we will in future be printing details in
Cuttings so if it is coming near to you, please come along and say hello, we’d
love to meet you.

All that’s left to say now is that the Cuttings editorial team wish you all a Merry
Christmas and Happy New Year and once again, let's raise a glass to an
equally successful 2025 for SUCS as we had in 2024.

Jan Johnstone on behalf of the Editorial Team

PS Due to vacation, Spring 2025 Cuttings will be distributed in mid-March.
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Society News

Chairman’s Report

| start on a sad note. As | am sure most members will by now know, Pat
Wilson died on 6th October. Pat joined the Society in 1967 and was soon
recruited by the Council of Management. She became Society chair for the
first of three times in 1972. She was heavily involved in the work to re-open
Welshpool lock. Pat was well known for organising the collection and sale of
the postage stamps for twenty-seven years to raise funds for the Society. This
is a great personal loss for all of us who had the pleasure of knowing Pat.
There is a full obituary on page 12.

| had a very interesting (and exhausting) day acting as one of the hosts and as
a tour guide for the Northern Canal Association half-yearly meeting in
Llanymynech on 6th October. Forty delegates from restoration societies from
all over the country attended. The theme was the Past, Present and Future of
the restoration of the Montgomery Canal. Volunteers from seven different
organisations connected with the Montgomery contributed to what was a very
successful event — many thanks to you all. There are full details of the
conference on page 10.

Our restoration work at Crickheath certainly impressed the Northern Canal
Association delegates during their site visit and rightly so. The recent
highlights for me have been the completion (and ‘topping-out’) of the heritage
wharf wall and the finishing of the channel lining and the towpath. Both of
these tasks have been completed well within the agreed timetable for the
grant funding from the Government’s Shared Prosperity Fund.

As a result, we have obtained agreement to utilise the full funding within the
original timescale to deliver a further 130m section of the canal, a great tribute
to Tom Fulda’s project management skills. Further on the channel, the design
toward Schoolhouse Bridge is progressing with the design of the curves in the
channel necessary to navigate through the finished bridge.

The enhancement group has spent the summer afloat on the Llangollen Canal
at Ellesmere using a loaned C&RT workboat doing offside vegetation
clearance along their ‘length’ between the Ellesmere Yard and Bridge 55. A
colossal quantity of brash has been cut back and transported to the canal side
tip including that from a number of hitherto notorious pinch points in the
channel. It is very heartening that nearly every passing boater thanks us for
our work. Future plans include towpath repairs which we hope will be of
benefit to the many walkers in the Ellesmere area. Please see page 20 for
more details.

Three lucky people are now richer as a result of winning prizes in the Restore
the Montgomery! raffle. The net proceeds of £2,813 will be added to the
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current appeal for £250,000 towards the Society’s work on restoring the
Shropshire Gap. Please see page 21 for full details of the result.

We have recently formed a Membership Recruitment Subcommittee to help
our hardworking Membership Secretary, Richard Feeney, in his endeavours.
Not surprisingly, the main aim is to increase the Society’s membership
numbers. The deliberations will include target groups, appropriate member
benefits, special offers and publicity including use of social media. | am sure
that Richard would also welcome any views on this from members or the wider
readership of Cuttings and please see his request to readers on page 14.

The Council meeting held on 20th September was lan Hendley’s last meeting
before he retires at the AGM. lan began as a restoration volunteer and has
been a Trustee for 22 years including a long and distinguished career as
Treasurer. Council members have benefitted from his sage advice over the
years and his contribution will be greatly missed. | am sure that all in the
Society wish lan a happy retirement from Council.

The engineer in me is mightily impressed by the awards gathered by the
Schoolhouse Bridge project (see page 30). These include one from the world's
oldest engineering institution — The Institution of Civil Engineers — whose first
President was Thomas Telford (see page 34). Congratulations all round.

Finally, can | wish all members, volunteers and supporters a Merry Christmas
and a Happy New Year.

David Carter, Chairman

Follows SUCS Online

A, . .
WWW Internet shropshireunion.org.uk

Facebook @shropshireunion

Instagram | @shropshireunion

X @shropshireunion

Linkedin @shropshireunion

EX @9
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Council Clippings

A selection of discussions, reports and decisions from the September Council
meeting:

After serving in many guises for over 22 years, beginning as a
restoration volunteer and continuing to reach the dizzy heights of
Treasurer, Secretary and Trustee, Council has reluctantly said a fond
farewell to lan Hendley who is retiring. Many SUCS chairs and project
managers have benefitted from his sage advice over these years and
he takes our heartfelt thanks for such long and distinguished service
with him.

The new SUCS membership leaflet is now printed, prepared and ready
for action.

We have almost sold out of ‘items for sale’ on the Society stall by the
end of this season so re-stocking will have to take place over the winter.
Thanks for a donation of ‘pre-loved’ canal books by a member which
have proved very popular and are selling well.

A Membership Recruitment Subcommittee has been formed to
(hopefully) carry forward a membership drive in 2025.

ABC hirers on the Shroppie can now order Henstone’s Gin and Monty’s
Ales for delivery to their boats at the start of their holiday.

A few suggestions have been made for commemorative events/
activities for the society’s 60th anniversary in 2026 but more ideas are
needed for a thorough discussion at the next Council meeting on 24th
January 2025. Are there any more ideas out there for things we could
usefully and enjoyably do?

Corporate volunteer visits to the Monty now number 50 this year! Well
done to both the volunteers and Tom Fulda. No wonder work continues
apace...

Work has begun on the ‘Indicative Scope of Works’ necessary to
itemise the Monty canal restoration from Crickheath through
Schoolhouse Bridge, Malthouse Bridge and up to Waen Wen Basin.
The Shropshire Gap is getting smaller, maybe?

The society is now in full possession of a complete library of Cuttings,
from the very first edition. Scans have been placed in the Society’s
Digital Archive and are available to members on request.

Sue Ball, Secretary

SPINIRE
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Work Party Dates for 2024/25

- —wrotONE
Dates Type Location
December 6-8, 2024 Restoration Crickheath
December 14 Enhancement Ellesmere
January 10-12, 2025 Restoration Crickheath
January 25 Enhancement Ellesmere
February 7-9 Restoration Crickheath
February 22 Enhancement Ellesmere
March 7-9 Restoration Crickheath
March 22 Enhancement Ellesmere
April 4-6 Restoration Crickheath
April 19 Enhancement Ellesmere
May 2-4 Restoration Crickheath
May 17 Enhancement Ellesmere
June 6-8 Restoration Crickheath
June 21 Enhancement Ellesmere
July 4-6 Restoration Crickheath
July 19 Enhancement Ellesmere
August 1-3 Restoration Crickheath
August 16 Enhancement Ellesmere
September 5-7 Restoration Crickheath
September 20 Enhancement Ellesmere
October 3-5 Restoration Crickheath
October 18 Enhancement Ellesmere
November 7-9 Restoration Crickheath
November 22 Enhancement Ellesmere
December 5-7 Restoration Crickheath
December TBD Enhancement Ellesmere
For more information, please contact:
. Restoration WPs: Tom Fulda, 07810 646026,
tom.fulda@shropshireunion.org.uk
. Enhancement WPs: David Carter, 01244 661440,
dcartersucs@gmail.com.
- Cuttings Winter 2024 Page 9
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Northern Canal Association Meeting

The Northern Canal Association’s (NCA) Autumn meeting for 2024 was
hosted by the Society and took place in Llanymynech village hall. Headed
‘The Montgomery Canal, Bridging the Gap — Past, Present and Future’, the
event was well attended with forty plus delegates present.

Introductions were made by Ivan Cane (NCA) and David Carter (SUCS).
During the morning, Michael Limbrey (MWRT) gave a history of the
restoration, David Carter presented ‘Where are we Now’ and John Dodwell,
chair of the Montgomery Canal Partnership, followed with ‘Working Together’,
a presentation on plans for Williams Bridge and Walls Bridge.

Following the above, delegates were taken on a tour of the Montgomery
Canal.

The ‘Past’ was illustrated by looking at the section at Carreghofa that was
restored in the 1980s. Delegates saw the junction of the former Ellesmere
Canal Llanymynech Branch and the Montgomeryshire Eastern Branch Canal,
with its wharfinger’s house, toll house, and two working locks (including the
unique George W. Buck’s idiosyncratic sliding ground paddles). The role of the
Tanat feeder was also explained.

More recent works then came under the scrutiny. Schoolhouse Bridge, with
the associated channel-side works for the nearby houses, greatly impressed
the visitors. As a complete contrast, the restored tramway wharf at Crickheath
emphasised the need for co-operation with other like-minded groups, much of
the work here being in conjunction with the Dry-Stone Walling Association.

The ‘Present’ was
represented by a visit to
the restoration work party
at Crickheath where both
channel lining and E
blocking work and
installation of rip-rap and i
soil on the upper banks &
was taking place. This [~ ¥y
section of the visit allowed f
the delegates to both see |
the methodology of using
a Terraseal lining material
and to discuss with the
volunteers themselves, the
practicalities of the NCA delegates observing restoration
installation process. volunteers (photo: | Cane)

SPINIRE
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The ‘Future’ was represented by two adjacent locations. First, plans were
explained for the new Williams Bridge (96) which was dropped by the local
authority in the 1980s despite the restoration at Carreghofa at the time. Here,
a vertical lift bridge is to be installed under the Levelling Up Funding. Finally,
the more able delegates clambered down the wonky steps to view the soon-to
-be restored Vyrnwy Aqueduct.

Back in the hall, a display of Terraseal, a lining product which is suitable for
many applications including canals, was hosted by Michael Aerts who later
gave a talk on its properties. This allowed an opportunity for the various
restoration groups to discuss their individual waterway problems.

Updates were then given on the Weeping Cross Fund grants, North Walsham
& Dilham Canal, Lichfield & Hatherton Canals Restoration Trust, River Stour,
Lancaster Canal Trust, Manchester Bolton & Bury Canal Society and the
Middle Level.

The day ended with thanks and closing remarks from David Carter and Ivan
Cane.

Many thanks go to Christine Palin, Amby Hitchcox and Carrie Higson (Friends
of the Montgomery Canal) and Thelma Fulda (SUCS) for their invaluable help
throughout the day in providing tea and coffee and assisting with the buffet.

Jan Johnstone, David Carter

Membership News

We extend a warm welcome to the following new members:
e Mr Nick & Mrs Susan Dray of Ellesmere

e Mr Philip Davies of Tywyn

e Mr Phil & Mrs Liz Andrews of Whitchurch

e Mrs Hilary & Mr Chris Poole of Swindon

e Mr Darren Moffatt of Chorley

e Ms Topsy Penn of Shrewsbury

e Mr Mark Tonks of Montgomery.

Thanks to all of you who have paid your subs. Anybody who did so by the end
of October should have received a confirmation letter or email. If you haven't
received a confirmation, please get in touch as per the below.

You can contact me about any membership matter at 42, Foyle Road,
Blackheath, SE3 7RH, telephone 07920 708255 or by emailing
memsec@shropshireunion.org.uk.

Richard Feeney, Membership Secretary

GOSHIRE Gy,
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Tribute to Pat Wilson (1930-2024)

Pat was born on 13th May 1930 in Farley, Wiltshire and in later life studied
nursing going on to become a state registered nurse.

She met husband Geoff in 1948 when he was a patient at the hospital where
she nursed and they married in 1951. Guy and lan, their first two children,
were born in Bablock Hythe, Oxford. Later, the family moved to Devon where
Kay and Mark were born.

In 1964, the family moved to Nantwich and it was in 1966 that a cabin cruiser
was purchased which began the family interest in canals and boats.
Eventually, an ex-Grand Union Canal Company butty ‘Baildon’ replaced the
cabin cruiser.

Pat and her family joined SUCS in 1967 and by June 1969, Pat had been co-
opted onto the committee. The whole family joined the Big Dig where, with
over 200 other enthusiasts, they were determined to show doubters that the
canal was a viable project. Pat and Kay circulated with the collection box to
help SUCS meet the weekend costs.

Throughout the following years, Pat was involved with the Montgomery more
and more, her determination and enthusiasm an example to us all. In July
1972, she became chairman of the Society and in 1973, she wrote to
Buckingham Palace informing Prince Charles about the restoration of the
Montgomery canal and the problem with the Welshpool Bypass proposed
route.

From then on, the Prince of Wales Trust, along
with the Variety Club of Great Britain, became
involved in the restoration and in May 1974,
Prince Charles visited the Montgomery canal
finishing in Welshpool to officially open Town
Lock where Pat, in her red trouser suit, stood
out amongst the crowd.

' Pat resigned as chairman in 1975 but was back
in 1991 until 1995, afterwards taking on many
. other roles: shared editorship of Cuttings,
o working with the Society stall, collecting
postage stamps to help raise funds. In fact
anything that needed doing, Pat was there.

S . 8 We who saw Pat working tirelessly for the
(Photo: SUCS Archives)  sUCS from the time she joined in the 1960s will
miss her.

Jan Johnstone on behalf of the Society

SPINIRE
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Shroppiewalk 2024

Well, it was a long time in coming (at least from the organiser’s point of view)
but we did, at last, get ourselves out and about on Sunday, August 11th.

Gathering promptly on a beautiful Shropshire morning at the Shroppie Fly,
Audlem at 10.30am, we set off to perambulate the nether regions of said
Audlem (Aldelime — Domesday Book) via the church (1278) and Buttercross
(1296). By Vicarage Lane and Monks Lane (any ideas where those names
came from?) along by The Parkes and Corbrook Court, we wended our way.

A wibble along the main A529 took
us to the lane leading down to
Hankelow Mill (Grade Il listed), a
haven of shaded tranquility on what
was building up to be a very warm
day. First recorded in the 13th
8 Century, Hankelow is a water mill,
workings still evident (see picture),
on the infant River Weaver.
Beginning as a corn mill and
converting to steam in 1882, it
closed in 1940. Sold in 1972 for private residential development, it is, none the
less, still an exquisite spot.

From thereon it was straightforward to find the Shroppie Main Line at Bennet’s
Bridge (80) and return to Audlem for lunch. Sadly, the abundant summer
foliage obscured views of the other architectural gem en route — Moss Hall,
built 1616 for a gentleman, Hugh Massey, and giving its name to the nearby
aqueduct below Audlem Flight.

We were a goodly bunch that day, most already known to each other, but it
was lovely to welcome member Jean Barrett to the ranks who had committed
to a whole weekend in Shropshire to join in and who had walked a mere 14
miles along the Shroppie the previous day and who had walked from
Nantwich that morning to join us. We met over toast and coffee aside the cut
that morning. | did give her a lift back... ‘Twas only fair?

We were sure glad to be back at the Shroppie Fly that day before the heat of
the day kicked in, something that may be more avoidable in September.

I’'m told it wasn’t bad for a first attempt? Therefore, we hope to make this an
annual event — but we’'ll maybe move it on to September? See you next year
then?

Sue Ball
PS Thanks to Tom Fulda for taking the photos that day.
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Society News

Membership Recruitment

The Society currently has about 500 members. Council is concerned that this
has dropped from a peak of about 750 in about 2010. As a result, it has
formed a Membership Recruitment Subcommittee (MRSC) which will attempt
to increase the number of members.

Why is the number of members important? Firstly, at risk of stating the
obvious, the Society is nothing without its members and would cease to exist
without them. Secondly, it's very important that the Society can show support
when making applications for funds and grants. Clive Robertson, Society
treasurer, comments that “very few funders actually ask for numbers but it is a
definite selling point to show long-term resilience, both physical and financial,
and level of support for the aims of the Society. Numbers need to be at best
rising steadily, ideally over several years. At worst stable”.

MRSC has the following requests of Society members. In all cases, you can
follow up with Richard Feeney the Membership Secretary by email via
memsec@shropshireunion.org.uk, by telephoning him on 07920 708255 or by
writing to him at 42 Foyle Road, Blackheath, London, SE3 7RH.

1. Do you have individual membership but your partner and family share
your interest in the SU network and read Cuttings?

As above, the Society currently has about 500 members. Strictly, this is the
number of memberships. Some memberships are joint (ie a couple) and some
are family. When determining the total number of members, a factor of two is
applied for joint membership and four for family membership. On this basis,
the Society has about 900 members.

Please tell the Membership Secretary if your individual membership can be
converted to joint or family. The annual subscription rate is the same whether
membership is individual, joint or family so there is no extra cost.

2. Please encourage friends and family to become members of the
Society. Do you know someone who has an interest in the SU network?

Please send them this link which talks about the Society and explains how to
join: shropshireunion.org.uk/membership. Or ask the Membership Secretary to
post them a leaflet.

3. Please consider buying the first year of Society membership for
somebody you think would be interested in following the SU network as
a Christmas or birthday present (or any other notable occasion)

Please can you nominate the person via this online form: tinyurl.com/
k3atymaw (SUCS). Or contact me — see page 2 for my contact details. The
Society will then send them an email telling them that one year of membership

R
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has been bought on their behalf, naming the donor and including special
words chosen by yourself (eg Happy Birthday Joe!). For data protection
reasons, we will ask the recipient to complete a membership application form.
Once they have done so, you will be asked to make payment. After the first
year, hopefully the new member will continue to subscribe to the Society.

4. Please let us know of groups who would be interested in a
presentation by the Society on the SU canal network and the work that
the Society is doing

The Society has several speakers available and these events are a great way
of the Society spreading the word and recruiting new members.

There will be further updates in Cuttings as regards the progress that MRSC is
making.

Richard Feeney, Membership Secretary, on behalf of the MRSC

Society Stall

Sue Ball and | attended the Whitchurch Canal Boat Festival: on 31st August,
glorious weather; on 1st September, grey and some rain (how weather can
change in twenty-four hours!).

Always a pleasure to be at, attendance was good on both days with plenty to
see from the trade boats moored up along the Whitchurch Arm to those on the
full length of the towpath and the musical groups booked to entertain.

Saturday saw Andy Hall, Mayor of Whitchurch, his partner and daughter pay
us a visit. He was very interested in what the Society and partners have been
achieving on the Monty. Saturday was also extremely busy with lots of visitors
to our stall, Sue was in full flow explaining any questions asked. In fact, we
were both hoarse by the end of the first day! We are also very hopeful of more
volunteers joining our work parties in the future as quite a few people asked
for details of how to take part.

By the Sunday, despite the weather, there were still plenty of interested
visitors and we were so successful, that most of the stall’s stock had gone and
by the end of Saturday, all of Sue’s marmalade had been sold! Get the jam
kettle out Sue!

Jan Johnstone
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Co-op Local Community Fund =

The Society has received £2,193.62 from the 2023/24
round of the Co-op Local Community Fund. This will be
used to help fund various restoration and enhancement
projects, particularly in the Ellesmere area.

A big thank you to the Co-op members who supported
us, especially if they were also SUCS members.

Clive Robertson

Dates for Your Diary —

Dec 78,  Festive Boat i ional Waterways Museum See
14-15 & Trips & Santa’s ! ,

. tinyurl.com/
21-24 Grotto South Pier Road, Ellesmere Port,

; 3zcubthn
10am-4pm Experience Cheshire, CHB5 4FW (C&RT)

Before travelling, you are advised to check with the event organisers
that there has been no change.

Collecting Box News —

We're told that cash is dead, and the banks are
doing their best to kil it, but small change lurks in
a lot of pockets. We have fewer little yellow boxes
in service than ten years ago but they still
generate over £1,000 a year for the Society and
the beauty of them is that old-style round pounds,
Euros and other shrapnel all contribute.

The more energetic of the dedicated collection
team can still find new locations for boxes so
we've discussed the possibility of actually buying a
fresh stock — and then a quest in our loft for
something quite unrelated revealed four of them
| resting gently in an unlabelled carton. Any
suggestions for places to put them to work? If so,
please contact me via milseam@btinternet.com or
01691 839286.

Sarah Thursfield
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Gnosall Towpath Restoration —

Way back in 2012, Canal & River Trust (C&RT) came into being and one of
their early initiatives was to get local groups to ‘adopt’ their stretch of canal. In
2016, arising from the Best Kept Village (BKV) group, Gnosall Parish Council
adopted our stretch of canal on the Shropshire Union Canal Main Line and
Gnosall Towpath Restoration (GTR) was born. Much like BKV, we are semi-
autonomous but supported by the Parish Council.

We are unlike the towpath volunteers organised by C&RT at places such as
Penkridge, Stone and Stourport in that we work entirely independent of
C&RT'’s supervision and equipment. We do, however, report our plans and
achievements back to a C&RT co-ordinator. We cannot, and do not, do big
stuff like fixing locks, piling banks and raising sunken boats. If you should
encounter problems, please report them to C&RT in the normal manner (see
page 43 for contact details).

We have a pool of about fifteen workers and any session varies between
about two and seven of us. We have been lucky to be joined by some Duke of
Edinburgh youngsters and it has been a pleasure to see them grow into the
work.

Our work through the year includes routine stuff like litter picking, getting ivy
off structures, cleaning signs, metal work and woodwork and the surprisingly
intensive (but beneficial) leaf clearance. More exciting, we also have some
enhancement projects as and when time and funding allow. Our first major
project around 2017 was to improve the area around the water points. As well
as removing mud and laying some stone, we built some planters to provide
multiple benefits. See the before and after and now pictures below.

If you'd like to join us, you'd be very welcome. Not everyone can do every job
and not everyone can spare time every week but there is something for
everyone. We meet most Saturdays and Tuesdays at 10am by the herb
garden at the foot of the steps to the Navigation Inn. Alternatively, contact us
via the parish council, by emailing me at barry.witts@gmail.com or via our
website (gnosallparishcouncil.org/gtr/index.php?page=Contact_us).

Barry Witts
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Shropshire Union Network

Hares on the Canal —

Another in a series of articles on the wildlife and nature that can be seen on
the SU network...

Those of us who love the canals are well
aware of their importance for our wildlife
providing as they do, safe habitat and
food essential for the creatures that live
in and around them.

One creature often seen from the canal
or towpath, particularly in early spring or
late summer when fields are bare, is the
golden brown hare with its white tail and
black tipped ears. The hare is larger than
the rabbit, and can grow up to 70cm
(27in) in length. With an average lifespan
of two to four years, they are believed to
have been originally introduced into the
UK during the 5th to 3rd century BC.
Now a naturalised species, it is protected
under the Wildlife and Countryside Act

. 1981 and is also listed as a Priority
(Photo: J-J Boujot, Species under the UK Post-2010
CC BY-SA 2.0, Link) Biodiversity Framework.

Hares favour open farmland, woodland edges and hedgerows where they feed
on vegetation and the bark of young trees or bushes. Unlike rabbits, they don’t
excavate burrows but make their shelter in shallow depressions in the ground
or grass known as ‘forms’ where the females give birth to their young, called
leverets, three or four times a year.

Hares have powerful back legs
allowing them to move very fast
if disturbed, adopting a zig-zag
pattern to evade predators. The
best time to see hares is during
the breeding season in early
spring when you may also
witness two of them ‘boxing’:
standing on their hind legs and
hitting each other with their front
paws. The protagonists are a |
male and a female, the latter

making her feelings clear! (Photo: Frebeck, CC BY-SA 3.0, Link)
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The Shropshire Union Canal and the Monty are ideal for spotting hares once
away from built-up areas and to see them racing across a field — they can
reach up to 72km/h (45mph) — is something to remember. Look out for them
when next you are cruising or taking a towpath walk but look carefully, they
blend into the background very well.

Jan Johnstone

Advertisers Win National Awards

Two companies who advertise in Cuttings recently received awards from The
Yacht Harbour Association at the Southampton International Boat Show.

Overwater Marina was crowned Inland Marina of the Year. They are based on
the Shropshire Union Canal Main Line near Audlem in Cheshire and are a
regular advertiser in Cuttings, please see below.

Aqueduct Marina were awarded the Teams Award. Also, lan Wood, their
Grounds Keeper, was presented with a certificate of appreciation. Aqueduct
Marina are based in Church Minshull on the Middlewich Branch of the
Shropshire Union Canal. They are also a regular advertiser in Cuttings, please
see page 45.

Richard Feeney

BOAT FINDER
BROKERAGE SERVICES
T : NOW AT
OVERWATER MARINA

www.boatfinderbrokerage.co.uk

OverWater

p—————
— A

Marina Audiem, Cheshire
OverWater -sc
NARROWBOAT :SERVICING

MAINTENANCE

* BLACKING

I THE FIRST CANAL MARINA TO BE b
* HEATER SERVICE

AWARDED 5§ GOLD ANCHORS s =
\ Lo SERVICES
Q=TT

NO OBLIGATION QUOTES & ADVICE

01270 812677

Coole Lane, Newhall (Audlem)
Nantwich, Cheshire N
CWS5 8AY -

o)

www.overwatermarina.co.uk
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Enhancement Update —

Our Ellesmere-based enhancement group has now racked up over 300 hours
of volunteer effort so far this year and has been in action both on and off the
water. In the Spring, as well as ensuring that the Ellesmere Arm towpath was
spick and span, over 350 trees were planted in the fields adjacent to
Ellesmere Yard, stiles constructed and the canal side furniture in central
Ellesmere was painted.

In March, we got the good news that we had topped the poll in the Ellesmere
Tesco Stronger Starts Scheme for our ‘Enhancing Ellesmere’s Canal’ project
for which we got £1,500. Appropriately, the Ellesmere store is located at the
end of the Ellesmere Arm. This money was used to both buy tools for the work
and to train three volunteers who went on to achieve the Royal Yachting
Association Helmsman certificate, the latter being done with the help of the
Lyneal Trust, another Ellesmere-based charity.

The group got afloat in July to start offside vegetation clearance on our
assigned length of the Llangollen Canal between Ellesmere Yard and Bridge
55. We have been using a loaned Canal & River Trust workboat for this work
steered by our newly trained volunteers. A colossal quantity of brash has been
cut back and transported to the canal-side tip including that from a number of
pinch points in the channel. Boaters will be glad to know that the hitherto
notorious ‘narrows’ caused by fallen trees near Bridge 56 is no more! It is very
heartening that nearly every passing boater thanks us for our work. Future
plans for the coming months include towpath repairs which we hope will be of
benefit to the many walkers in the Ellesmere area.

(Photo: anon) (Photo: Mike Dean)
David Carter
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RtMC! Grand Draw —

The Restore the Montgomery Canal! Grand Draw was made at a Crickheath
restoration work party on Friday, 1st November. The draw was made by Clir
Joyce Barrow, the Shropshire councillor for the area, who drew the winning
tickets out of a concrete mixer in our Crickheath compound.

Winner of the first prize of £250 was Marian Kirby from Chesham who bought
her ticket while boating on the Llangollen Canal and so enjoyed it that she will
be coming back to the canal again next year. She has kindly donated £50 from
her prize to the Restore the Montgomery Canal! appeal. The second prize of
£100 was won by Chris Holgate from Snailbeach, one of the SUCS volunteers
whilst the third prize of £50 was won by Richard Hall from Higham Ferrers, a
former secretary of SUCS.

The raffle made a profit of £2,813 for the Restore the Montgomery Canal!
appeal, prizes and expenses having been covered by a generous donor. The
appeal, for £250,000, will help towards the cost of restoring the dry section of
canal between Crickheath and Llanymynech, aka the ‘Shropshire Gap’.

Our thanks to all of the members and volunteers who contributed to the
success of the raffle as buyers, sellers or by spreading the word.

David Carter, Jan Johnstone

-Cbunillor Joyce Barrow drawing the -
winning raffle ticket (photo: F Barrett)
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Memories of 1969 by Pat Wilson

The sad passing of Pat Wilson (see pages 4, 6 and 12) is a nice opportunity to
remind ourselves of an article on the Big Dig that Pat authored for Issue 170 of
Cuttings which was published in December 1999. Here follows an abridged
version of that article...

...there were four car loads of us setting out from our home in Nantwich for
Welshpool early that morning: myself, Geoff and the children lan, Guy, Kay
and Mark along with other volunteers, namely scout leaders with scouts from
Nantwich Parish Church Group, there were no age limit in those far off days,
everyone was welcomed.

On arrival at Welshpool, our family and the scout group reported to Big Dig
Control headquarters in the Smithfield Building after which Geoff and others
from our group were sent, under the supervision of a foreman, to work
between Town Lock and Mill Lane Bridge. The canal had already been partly
de-watered revealing 33 years of junk deposited since the canal had been
abandoned.

Also needing attention was an equal number of years of vegetation and since
early morning, local people had been doing a fish rescue (some of them
huge), putting them into the canal above Town Lock.

Everything was organised like a military operation. There were five diggers to
lift rubbish out of the canal and eight dumper trucks to cart it away to six lorries
which in turn, were emptying their loads into a field. The job of the volunteers
was to remove slurry, dig out the sedge and solids and if possible, leave it in
an area where the eight dumper trucks could get to otherwise it was a case of
barrowing it along the canal on boards to a convenient spot.

Myself, Kay and Mark were in charge of hot drinks for the volunteers as well
as persuading onlookers to put a coin in the collecting box. This was an
important role as the Society was financing the operation and it was going to
cost £500, we didn’t have that amount then.

Just a few members of the public stated that it would be better to fill in the
canal but happily, the majority were all for not wanting the bypass to be built
along its line. Halfway through the morning, it was decided a bonfire was
needed to dispose of the vegetation rather than take it to the local tip.

This was right up my street and finding empty crisp packets in a bin, | cadged
a box of matches and soon had a lovely time with a huge bonfire which went
on to burn for several days. It was not long after this time that | earned my
nickname, Pyro Pat!

It was incredible how much work was done that first day. Over 200 volunteers
arrived, coming from all parts of the country — London, Birmingham, Bristol,
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Burton on Trent, the Potteries, Rugby — all descending on Welshpool for the
weekend. Some were Society members, others local people, still more WRG,
whose boss Graham Palmer oversaw the whole weekend.

Having started at 10am, the first day’s work ceased at 6pm with a start
planned the following day, again at 10am. The Astral Rooms in Welshpool
kindly provided shelter free of charge for the night and showers were also
available. | hoped that the workers had brought a change of clothes with them,
their current outfits were so thickly plastered with mud.

My family and | returned home, travelling back on the Sunday morning. The
work area this time was Mill Lane Bridge towards Gallowstree Bridge. By mid
afternoon, the canal through the town was cleared and the water was let back
in ready for Smithfield Market the following day. The towpath was thick with
sludge and an estimated 1000 tons of muck and rubbish had been removed
from the canal.

The highlight of the day was when a Dolphin Dayboat, provided by our
Chairman, Harry Machin, was launched over the bank just below Town Lock.
Harry Arnold and John Williams escorted the Mayor of Welshpool Merfyn
Roberts on a cruise along a canal which only the previous day had been full of
rubbish, silt, and vegetation complete with overhanging trees and bushes.

What a weekend! What an achievement! What a great start to the restoration
of this beautiful canal...

Unfortunately we don’t have a picture of Pat at the Big Dig but here’s a
reminder of what went on that weekend:
'.\ % :-‘,r' AR

(Photo: H Arnold)

More information on the Big Dig can be found on the Society website, please
see tinyurl.com/5cp9hmwh (SUCS). The webpage includes links to several

articles from Cuttings on the Big Dig including the full version of Pat’s article.

Jan Johnstone
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Restoration Update >

This report covers the period from August to November which comprised four
work parties. There are two major news items:

1. It became apparent that progress was so rapid that we would finish the
original scope of the grant funded works long before the March 31st
2025 deadline and, furthermore, the project was running significantly
below budget. Permission was therefore sought to extend the original
scope. This was granted, subject to the original timeline and budget
remaining unchanged. A further 130 metre section of channel is now
being restored, adding to the original scope of 360 metres from
Crickheath Bridge.

2. By Sunday lunchtime of the November work party, all channel and
towpath deliverables of the original scope were completed — five months
ahead of the deadline!

Progress and highlights are described below.

August also saw a significant g
milestone: completion of the wharf §
wall repairs with placement of the final
15 metres of coping stones. Following
tradition, a current year coin — a King
Charles Il 50p piece — was hidden in
the wall, maybe to be found in another
200 years during future wall repairs.
Channel profiling in the wharf area
was completed including the southern
section which requires waterproofing.

tIiljsiletz-where, 60 metres of towpath was Completed wharf repairs

3 For September, the top priority was to

progress lining and blocking in this
southern section to ensure it could be
| completed before the channel fills with
¥ water over winter. A highly creditable
40 metres was completed despite wet
i weather and muddy conditions on the
¢ final day. The final short length of
= channel beyond the south end of the
&1 wharf was  profiled. Following
agreement to work on the further 130
metres, a temporary clay dam was

Rain doesn’t Stép play
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constructed to mark the end of the section, almost 2/3 of the way towards
Schoolhouse Bridge.

October saw progress on multiple fronts. Lining and blocking in Phase 1A was
completed including construction of a temporary clay dam to mark the

southern limit of this section. A
« piped connection between
Phase 1A and Phase 1B past
the farm crossing was installed.
g® Good progress was made
5.4 profiing the new 130 metre
¥ section and progress on the
towpath in 1A was so rapid that
#% all available aggregate was
¢ used up. But the highlight of the
& work party was a ‘topping out’
ceremony for the wharf wall.
y Featuring displays of the
various ‘finds’ unearthed during
the works and officiated over by
project manager Tom Fulda and Councillor Martin Bennett, this provided a
final opportunity to thank wallers John and Paul for leading the works.
Naturally, Navigation Pale Ale was used to commemorate the event rather
than champagne.

Toppmg out with the amber nectar

In November, with completion of all channel and towpath deliverables, the
focus has shifted to activities that will be progressed over the next few months.
As part of the winter environmental programme, 23 metres of hedge were laid.
There will also be hedge
planting and vegetation
management in coming months.
In the new section, 70 metres
has now been profiled. This
does not require lining and is
now complete. The remainder &
does require lining — it is
expected that good ground
conditions will allow this to

progress over winter. :

Tom Fulda

Channel and towpath compléted
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Restore the Montgomery Canal!

How is fund raising going?

Goal: £250000 Members will recall that the Restore the
Montgomery Canal! group (of which the Society
is a member) launched a public appeal in June
last year for £250,000 to help towards the costs

90% of the next phase of the restoration in Shropshire

80% — to help close the Shropshire Gap. We are

70% pleased to report that as at 31st October 2024,

o, £168,000 had been raised so far (including the

) initial £50,000).

50%

o Included in the figure shown in the last edition
> was a £25,000 legacy (to Montgomery Waterway

100%

30% Restoration Trust) from the Estate of David
20% Gibson. David Gibson did not live in either
10% Shropshire or Powys. The Society itself has also

received a £25,000 legacy for the Montgomery
Canal (not included in the £168,000 above). It
appears that David Gibson (a widower with no
children) left money to a number of waterways
charities.

We hope Society Members will be interested in following David Gibson’s
example. If so, then please see the article about legacies on page 14 of the
Spring 2024 issue of Cuttings.

Further information can be obtained from the Society’s Hon Treasurer at Bryn
Estyn, East Street, Llangollen, LL20 8RB or by emailing
enquiries@shropshireunion.org.uk.

We continue to need to ask for further donations to enable us to continue with
the speeded-up work of restoration (e.g. 2023 — re-opened to Crickheath;
2024 — Schoolhouse Bridge rebuilt). Donations can be made by going to
localgiving.org/charity/restorethemontgomerycanal or by sending a cheque
(payable to ‘Restore the Montgomery Canal’) to Tixall Lodge, Tixall, Stafford,
ST18 0XS.

Whenever possible, we use the money as part of what is called ‘match funds’
— ie we match grants from governmental sources. With the recent Rural
Prosperity Fund grant, the match was thirty percent. This meant that for every
£25 donated (with £5 Gift Aid), we could get £100 of work done. A multiplier of
four times sounds good, doesn’t it? Larger donors will receive a framed
certificate — Gold for £1,000 or more; Silver for between £500 and £999.

R
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The £168,000 above includes a further £5,000 from the Friends of the
Montgomery Canal. This takes the total of their donations over the last few
years to £35,000.

The Grand Draw took place on Friday, 1st November at a Society work party
at Crickheath with the draw being made by County Councillor Joyce Barrow.
Please see page 21 For more details.

Progress in Powys

We mentioned in the last edition of Cuttings that C&RT had applied for
planning permission for the new Carreghofa Lane Bridge (replacing the
causeway across the Canal by Walls Bridge which will remain). We
understand that there were no objections and that many supportive comments
were received. We also understand that as a result, the application did not
need to go to the Planning Committee and that at the time of writing, the grant
of planning permission is imminent.

The following sketch shows the Carreghofa Lane Bridge proposals with the
canal shown in blue. The original junction of the road over Walls Bridge with
the main road is unacceptable for modern day needs; hence the building of a
new loop of road to a new location for the bridge — and a better located
junction.

(Image: C&RT)

A very different solution is proposed for the new Williams Bridge. The canal
here is on an embankment. Re-building a fixed bridge with adequate
headroom would mean creating large — and expensive — approach ramps on
either side of the canal and as the area is soggy, that would have meant
removing a lot of spoil and then bringing in a lot of stone. The solution (an

(Continued overleaf)
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artist's impression is shown below) is a vertical lift bridge lifting on all four
corners. Those who know Gilshaw Lane Bridge on the Rochdale Canal
(installed during its restoration) will see similarities.

C&RT has also applied for
planning permission for the
building at Wern Pond, one of the
two intended new nature
reserves, the other to be in the
! Vyrnwy area. Design  work
continues for the Vyrnwy new
reserve and for the new vertical
lift bridge at the site of Williams
Bridge.

(Image: C&RT) John Dodwell

Market Drayton Community

Amateur Sports Club
Betton Rd, Market Drayton TF9 1HH
01630 652786
www.draytonsportsclub.com

A warm welcome with fitness and sporting facilities open to
members & non-members. Activities include gym, boxing, various
fitness classes; cricket and & beauty therapy. We also have a bar
where you can relax and enjoy a drink on Thursday and Friday
evenings from 6pm to 9pm.
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Frankton Locks — Booking Passage

At the recent Whitchurch Canal Festival, Sue Ball and | had several enquiries
from people wishing to take their boat through Frankton locks on the
Montgomery Canal and asking if they had to book.

Frankton locks are open from 9am to 12 midday including Bank Holidays.
Booking is required for passage through the locks and can be made up to the
end of the day before the day you wish to make passage. If you turn up
without a booking, you will not be able to make passage that day.

You can book online at tinyurl.com/bdh5dj59 (C&RT). Note that you will need
to login to your online account.

If you are unable to book online, call 03030 404040 between the hours of 8am
and 6pm from Monday to Friday and 9am to 5pm on Saturday and Sunday.

More information on navigating the Montgomery Canal, including booking
passage through Frankton locks, can be found at themontgomerycanal.org.uk/

visit/navigation.

Jan Johnstone

- Un

swanley bridge

Discover Our
Idyllic Retreat &
Enjoy Summer -

Secure your berth on the Llangollen
Canal, the most beautiful canal in
the country!

Call 01270 524571 or email
sales@swanleybridgemarina.com
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News from MWRT

Awards for Schoolhouse Bridge

Several awards have been announced for Schoolhouse Bridge and the
contractors who worked on it:

o The Small Projects Award from the Institution of Civil Engineers’ West
Midlands Region (for projects with a value up to £2million). The judges
recognised the remarkable work to restore the bridge. They said that
the innovative use of the Flexiarch system alongside the soil
embankments reflected a commitment to the cultural heritage of the
area whilst also enhancing the local eco systems in a sustainable way.

) A commendation from the same organisation in its Heritage Awards
when the judges praised the same team for the tremendous work that
took place to restore the bridge marking another milestone in the
continued efforts to close the ‘Shropshire Gap’.

o ‘Highly commended’ for Beaver Bridges from the Civil Engineering
Contractors Association in their under £3 million Project of the Year
awards. (Beavers were also named Bridge Contractor of the Year at the
New Civil Engineer awards).

The awards also noted the involvement of:

o Shropshire Council which approved the design and specifications, the
formalities of construction and adopted the finished bridge.

o Montgomery Waterway Restoration Trust working with the Society and
the other local canal charities to raise funds for the bridge and manage
reconstruction.

Llanymynech Canal Wharf

The Llanymynech Canal Wharf group, which operates weekend trips every
summer, recently celebrated its merger W|th the Montgomery Waterway
Restoration Trust. The event to mark g iy A
this milestone was attended by VIPs &

including North Shropshire MP Helen
Morgan and Montgomeryshire and
Glyndwr MP Steve Witherden along |
with local councillors and volunteers
from various canal charities. |

The group has recently recruited
several new members to continue |
running the visitor centre and trips on -
the George Watson Buck. It hopes to U

refurbish the boat and is looking for (Photo: LCW)
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donations and for volunteers to join the friendly team and crew, skipper and
maintain the boat.

The group is set to celebrate 20 years of welcoming visitors to the wharf and
Llanymynech Heritage Area in 2025. See themontgomerycanal.org.uk/
llanymynech-canal-wharf.

What future for Burgedin, Carreghofa, or Newhouse?

Were you a volunteer at Burgedin, Carreghofa or perhaps Newhouse? The
Society spent many years — and funds — restoring locks above and below
Welshpool committing time and energy to the vision of a restored canal that
would be an asset for the area.

The canal’s ecological interest has long been recognised: you can see this in
Catriona Paskell's added chapter to John Horsley Denton’s 1984 Towpath
Guide. She wrote that “left to itself, the channel gradually silts up and the reed
swamp spreads into open water ... maintenance operations such as weed-
cutting and dredging (are) required to halt the slow but steady process of
natural change”. Catriona showed me how plants even survived in the almost
dry bed by Keeper’s Bridge, Rednal.

The year of the guide’s publication saw the first wildlife agreement for the
canal signed by British Waterways and the (national) Nature Conservancy
Council with the local authorities and the Montgomery Waterway Restoration
Trust then chaired by John Barratt who had played a leading role in re-
opening the Caldon Canal.

The canal would be restored for boats while lengths, most in water, would be
designated as Sites of Special Scientific Interest. A series of ‘off-line aquatic
refuges’ would be created alongside the canal and the canal would be
managed “in a manner which is sympathetic to the retention and where
possible enhancement of existing flora and fauna”.

You will recognise that the above is similar to the conclusion reached by the
Conservation Management Strategy (CMS) after thorough consideration
twenty years later. Would it be possible to total the commitment, investment
and effort that has gone into the restoration over the last forty years on the
strength of those agreements, from the extensive (old and new) reserves at
Aston to newt ponds at Redwith, carefully managed dredging and now new
plans for imaginative new reserves in Powys?

Disappointingly, there are today some who question these agreements and
everything that has been done to carry them out. It has even been said that
the canal should be left unrestored (someone obviously did not read that
Towpath Guide or the same conclusion in the CMS). How do we counter a
critic who does not wait for us to fulfil our commitments?

(Continued overleaf)
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Montgomery Canal

For our part, we have to be clear that nationally, our natural heritage is valued
more than ever, that there are laws which protect it and that most people will
favour conservation, even if they question individual aspects.

If Burgedin, Carreghofa and Newhouse Locks are to be used, restoration must
ensure there are successful off-line reserves safeguarding flora and fauna with
protected in-channel places to help them spread and boaters should treat the
canal carefully, doing their best to avoid pollution, and ensure that underwater
vegetation receives the light it needs to flourish (overhanging trees and stirred
up silt are the main culprits here).

While others may cry ‘No’, we can say ‘Yes’. Yes, to a canal brought to life by
boats (however many or few), yes to conserving the structures which make
the canal work, yes to the recreational opportunities for local communities and
their visitors, yes to the economic benefits from enhancing the tourism offer,
and yes to safeguarding plants and wildlife alongside all these other benefits.

So, if you bring a boat down the canal, please treat it as a peaceful byway. If
you live near the canal, or if you don’t, please make sure your friends, or
better still, friends on social media, appreciate the vision of a canal that is not
for one interest alone but one that we want to bring all the economic, social
and environmental benefits of a living canal.

Michael Limbrey

5 follow us
on Facebook

Chas Hardern Boats Ltd est 1972

Family run 2—6 berth warm and comfortable narrowboats for hire. All year
cruising. Short breaks generally available. Dog friendly. Excellent tuition.

Services on site: diesel, gas, pump-out, gift shop.

Also: Gas Safe engineer, 24hr breakdown service. 40 years experience with
all engine and internal boat repairs.

Members of IWA, BMF, APCO, FSB Hireboat handover external audit.
T: 01829 732595 Email: chasboats@aol.com Web: www.chashardern.co.uk
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Support from Local Companies

Over the past eighteen months, the Society has been working with local
companies Monty’s Brewery and Henstone Distillery to promote their sales
and in return, have received donations for their restoration work. Monty’s
Brewery donate seven pence from each pint of Navigation Pale Ale (NPA)
sold whilst Henstone make a donation of 10 per cent to SUCS if customers put
in the code ‘Monty24’ on their internet order form. In return, customers receive
a 5% reduction in price.

In August 2024, Monty’s Brewery hit the milestone of selling 20,000 pints of
NPA which attracted a great deal of publicity including on BBC Radio
Shropshire.

Recently, local entrepreneur Mike Harris has taken a major shareholding in
Monty’s Brewery. Mike is the main backer of the New Saints Football club
(Oswestry) who have qualified for a European football competition with the
opportunity of fixtures with major clubs across the continent and have been
featured on the BBC.

Mike is also a shareholder in Henstone Distillery and he succeeded in
attracting BBC Breakfast time to film at the distillery. Sports correspondent
John Watson visited the distillery to meet Chris Toller and the visit became the
topic of conversation between other presenters in the studio afterwards.
Henstone have recently moved premises from Oswestry to just outside
Welshpool and are planning to add new products to their range of spirits.

If you want to support the restoration of the canal and know more about these
valued supporters, please go to montysbrewery.co.uk and
henstonedistillery.com for full details on how to order.

In addition to the above, ABC Boat Hire has launched a new fund-raising
scheme in conjunction with Monty’s Brewery, Henstone Distillery and the
Society to raise further funds for the restoration of the Montgomery Canal.
They will promote the sale of Navigation Pale Ale from Monty’s Brewery and
gins and other spirits from Henstone Distillery to boat hirers from their bases in
the Shropshire/Cheshire area including Whitchurch, Wrenbury, Blackwater
and Nantwich. The products will be delivered to the hire base for customer
collection at the start of their holiday or direct to their home. Sales of the
products will result in donations to the restoration of the Montgomery Canal.

ABC Boat Hire are also a regular advertiser in Cuttings — please see the back
cover.

Les Green
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Ponty Aqueduct — Who Did What?

Recently highlighted by the C&RT as one of the most popular sites on Britain’s
canals to visit is Pontcysyllte Aqueduct. It is 38 m (126 ft) high and carries the
Llangollen canal over the River Dee.

Rightly considered an engineering marvel, UNESCO called the aqueduct a
“masterpiece of creative genius” while Sir Walter Scott described it as the
“stream in the sky”. Designated as a Scheduled Ancient Monument of National
Importance, the surrounding area is also recognised as an Area of
Outstanding Natural Beauty.

Opened on 26th
November 1805 — ten
years after the work
was begun -— it is
interesting to speculate
on who masterminded
the aqueduct. Who it
was that conceived how
to span the valley thus
enabling the canal to &
carry on to Llangollen? |

As you probably know,
today the name
Thomas Telford is mostly associated with the aqueduct but there were at least
three others involved: William Turner, William Jessop and William Hazeldine.

Thomas Telford (1757—- 1834)

Having learned of the proposal to build an aqueduct at Pontcysyllte, in 1790,
Telford wrote to the Ellesmere Canal Company (ECC) proposing that they
should appoint him as “general Agent, surveyor, engineer, architect and
overlooker of the canal”. Learning of his work as an architect, engineer and
stonemason, the Company’s committee was impressed by his qualifications
and decided to appoint him.

(Photo: G Mitchel)

This decision greatly frustrated William Turner who had hoped to be offered
the role having long been involved. Also not pleased was William Jessop who
considered the idea of one person with such overall responsibility was not a
sound one. He’'d also hoped that he’d have been appointed being an
experienced canal engineer. More about these two men later.

When writing his autobiography, Telford claimed Pontcysyllte was entirely to
his design but no evidence has been found to confirm this. Also, with other
people involved throughout the build, there would have been at least four
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poring over the designs before the final version was accepted.

Telford’s autobiography stated that Jessop had had a minor role in the work
despite the fact that minutes from meetings held at the time tell a different
story. Not surprisingly, ask who designed Pontcysyllte today and it is Telford’s
name you will hear.

William Turner

An architect and engineer of Whitchurch, Turner was involved with canals
from the time the Shrewsbury to Chester canal was first discussed in 1790
and was eventually employed by William Jessop to assist with the decision on
which of two schemes initially proposed should be taken up. He had
undertaken many surveys on the Ellesmere Canal prior to work starting on
Pontcysyllte and had been hopeful of getting the role of overseer but as
matters progressed, this hope faded. He was, however, most likely the person
who had first envisaged the aqueduct as he was already working prior to the
rest of the engineers who were eventually involved. Realistically, however,
there were many changes to his original design once the build commenced
and what was eventually constructed is unlikely to have been taken from
Turner’s original plan.

William Jessop (1745-1814)

An English civil engineer known for his work on canals, harbours and early
railways, Jessop — as consulting engineer for the ECC — had been involved in
the Pontcysyllte project from the start acting as consultant to local surveyors.
As a leading canal engineer of the day, he had been considered by the ECC
the most suitable person to approach for such a large undertaking.

In 1793, when Telford was taken on as resident engineer (initially Jessop had
not altogether been pleased about the appointment, his reason being that
directing engineering as well as overseeing finances was too onerous for one
man), he had had no experience as a designer of canals so depended on
Jessop’s help and guidance. When he made a success of the project, Jessop
went on to support Telford with his ideas for the aqueduct although the ECC
had considered Telford’s designs too ambitious.

In his written proposal to the canal company, Thomas Telford stated that any
drawings he would produce would be “submitted to the consideration and
correction of Mr Jessop”. It is recorded in the ECC’s minutes that although
Telford had the responsibility for engineering, it was Jessop that advised the
best course of action, minutes stating that he was “principal engineer”.

Sadly, in his autobiography, Telford played down Jessop’s involvement only
acknowledging him in “regard to earth work” although tasks allocated to
Jessop by Telford had been far more important than just earth works.

(Continued overleaf)
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Considering that in the early days Jessop had supported Telford, this seems
particularly unfair.

Jessop didn’t write an autobiography so we will never know the range of his
involvement. However, he was considered “leading canal engineer of his day”
and as key consultant, must have had a big role in the final design of
Pontcysyllite.

William Hazeldine (1763-1840)

Hazeldine was a Shropshire-based ironmaster and engineer who pioneered
casting in structural ironwork both for aqueducts and early suspension
bridges. Initially, he worked out of

Upton Forge near Upton Magna and s

Shrewsbury, Shropshire. Later he
opened Plas Kynaston Ironworks in
Cefn Mawr in order to bid for work on
the aqueduct while his involvement §
with Telford saw him produce the }
ironwork for not only Pontcysyllte and
Chirk aqueducts but also the Menai §
Suspension Bridge.

Considered a key player in the
Pontcysyllte project, his experience
was called in by Telford as the work
progressed to the cast-iron trough and other ironwork stage. Hazeldine
produced the specifications for the design of the iron trough for Pontcysyllte,
proving an invaluable partner in its creation while Telford referred to him as
“the Arch conjuror himself, Merlin Hazeldine”.

(Photo: Arpingstone, Link)

Today, the jury is out as to who was the principal designer of the aqueduct out
of the four main men involved. Who was it who had provided the final plans?
Despite extensive archive searches, no proof has been found.

So the aqueduct was a combination of skill and forethought carried out by not
one but at least four engineers of the time. Telford, however, is recognised for
combining all these factors together which is why today we think of the
aqueduct as ‘his’.

If you would like to visit the “stream in the sky” at Trevor you will find Trevor
Basin Visitors Centre free to visit, where hands on models, local information,
gifts as well as refreshments are available. To find out more about the centre,
please see tinyurl.com/yutmsbyu (C&RT).

Jan Johnstone
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Origins of Canal Terms —

Windlass

Next time you take out your narrowboat, owned or hired, and pick up the
windlass to operate the first lock you come to, spare a thought about the
origins of the word ‘windlass’. It is widely considered that it came from Old
Norse word 'vinda-ass', vinda meaning free to turn and ass meaning pole.

Centuries passed and by the time Middle English was in use (1100-1500), the
word in Britain had changed to wyndelas, wyndlas or wyndelasse. From there,
it is easy to see why we now call it a windlass.

Of course, it isn’t only canals where windlasses are in use: in conjunction with
cables, they are used to lift anchors or trawler nets from the sea; they once
hauled water buckets up from wells; and were used in the mining industries
and for many other trades.

Winding Hole

The most commonly held explanation of the origin of the word 'winding hole’ is
that it was derived from the use of the wind to help turn a narrowboat. The
word for turn in Old English (450-1100) was ‘windan’ and when the canals
were being built during the ‘canal mania’ age, it is very likely that the term was
still being used.

As you know, the word is
@8 pronounced ‘win ding’, not ‘wine
® ding’ and again it is a very short
! step from ‘windan’ to winding,
‘hole’ would have been applied
_#4 descriptively to the wider part of
4* the canal being built by the
.-+ havvies as opposed to the
| normal width.

Today, unlike in horse-drawn
® days when ropes and a barge
. pole saw much action, you can
= either perform a three-point turn
: LY k4 ; =2 or if you are very lucky and your
Winding hole on the Liangollen Canal ~ boat is fitted with bow-thrusters,
near the now closed Chirk golf course ~ Make good use of them to turn
(photo: G Mitchell) your boat.

Jan Johnstone
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SUR&CC Seal

The first Cuttings magazine appeared in winter 1965, nearly sixty years ago.
The front cover at that time depicted a decorated rudder and tiller designed (I
recall) by John Battison, magazine producer and a founder member. At that
time, it covered the attempts by the Shrewsbury and Newport Canal
Association to restore the Shrewsbury and Newport canals.

By summer 1966, all hopes of restoration were dashed when BWB sold off
lengths of the canals whilst negotiations were still being held. It was then that
an Extraordinary General Meeting was held to decide the fate of the S&NCA.
At a crowded meeting in Newport, Shropshire, the decision was made by
members present to change the name to the Shropshire Union Canal Society,
the aim being to protect the Shropshire Union Canal network in whatever way
was necessary. At that point, the Montgomery Canal was very much in the
future.

From Spring 1972, the front cover of Cuttings magazine used an image of the
Shropshire Union Railway and Canal Company seal (SUR&CC), researched
by Harry Arnold.

CUTTINGS

Price 75p

Free to Members
The
Journal the. journal
‘S’:"Lh;hi'e of the
Union Canal sﬁropd‘;irc rtiont
Society Ltd. canal society

Je 2012

February 2000

( 5 { = e Sy =)
This version lasted until June 2001 when the Cuttings front cover once again
underwent a change. The new version, consisting of four quarters, continued
to show the seal as well as the original excellent drawing of a decorated
rudder and tiller.
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It wasn’t until Spring 2013, after forty-one years, that the well-known images
disappeared and the front cover was replaced by photographs.

Seals were important literally ‘sealing’ a document. In 1846, the year when the
SUR&CC seal appeared, it was a sure-fire way of avoiding fraud with each
official document produced by the company carrying the seal, either in wax or
impressed into the document.

The SUR&CC seal, circular in shape, with ‘The Seal of the Shropshire Union
Railway and Canal Comp’ surrounding the outer rim consists of a shield
divided into sections. The arms of the seal are as follows: top left, three
Leopards’ Heads (Shrewsbury); centre, lions and corn sheaves (Chester); top
right, a lion, knots and castle (Stafford); bottom right castle and pears
(Worcester); bottom left four lions, arms that were once carried by Welsh
Princes.

Who knows if, sometime in the future, we might once again see the
Shropshire Union Railway and Canal Company seal appearing in Cuttings.

Jan Johnstone

Just 200 yards from

HACK GREEN SECRET e o ana
NUCLEAR BUNKER '

Tie up near Hack Green
Locks.

A unique and exciting day out for all the family
Discover the underground world of nuclear
government. If the UK had been attacked, the
35,000 square foot bunker would have been the
wartime HQ. Entering through the massive blast
doors, you are transported into the secret world of
the cold war. Descend into the bunker’s maze of
passages and rooms to see the BBC Studio,
Decontamination Room, Missile Early Warning
System, Communications Centre, Life Support Systems and much more. With audio-
visual guides and the Soviet Spy-Mouse Trail to occupy the children, you’re sure to
enjoy an eye-opening trip!

NAAFI café. An all-weather, award-winning attraction.
Disabled, mother & baby and dog-friendly. Open all year. For opening
hours, please see hackqgreen.co.uk, Facebook (@HGsecretbunker) or X
(@HackGreenBunker) or phone 01270 262610.
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Legends of the Waterways

Charlie Atkins was born in 1902 at Moss Pool Lock, Newport on the
Shrewsbury and Newport branch of the Shropshire Union Canal. At that time,
the SU Canal Company still had a large fleet and James Atkins, Charlie’s
father, ran the fly-boat ‘Rebecca’. The Atkins’ came from a long line of canal
people, Charlie’s grandfather John running a boat for Griffiths Mill, Chester.

Charlie was christened at Newport Parish Church with the lock keeper’s wife,
Mrs Moore, standing as godmother. From then on, Charlie lived the canal life
along with his three brothers, learning about the tricks of the trade including
how to manage the horse which pulled ‘Rebecca’. Later, the family took on
‘Bombay’ running two trips a week from Ellesmere Port to Whitchurch and
other depots owned by the Shropshire Union Railway and Canal Carrying
Company.

At the age of seventeen, Charlie had his own horse boat ‘Skate’ and was
working for the Chester and Liverpool Lighterage Company. Married at twenty-
one, Charlie then took up with the Midland and Coast Carrying Company
where he stayed for
twelve years. During that §
time, one of his horses,
Bob, made a lasting
impression becoming
Charlie’s favourite and
with  another  horse
named ‘Lion’, earned
Charlie several awards
at the Midland
Agricultural Shows.

Charlie and his wife had §

three sons and a :
daughter and by then he Chatrlie Atkins aboard ‘Mendip' in 1975

was working for Fellows, (Photo: supplied by National Waterways
Morton and Clayton Archive, Canal & River Trust)

(FM&C), this time with a

motorised boat ‘England’. Other boats followed: ‘Dragon’ and butty ‘Venice’;
‘Kangaroo’ and butty ‘Norfolk’; and ‘Clent’. They carried mainly flour and
various metals.

When nationalisation in 1948 saw the end of FM&C, after a year Charlie took
over ‘Mendip’ owned by British Transport Waterways. He ran it for thirteen
years and during that time became known as ‘Chocolate Charlie’ as he carried
the crumb needed for chocolate making from the factory based in Knighton
near Market Drayton to the company’s factory in Bournville, Birmingham. This
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he carried out twice a week and consisted of a 25-ton load, fifty locks and
fourteen hours of travelling.

Not unsurprisingly, Charlie’s cargo was known to the villagers (Brewood,
Norbury and more) on the SU run, particularly by the children who knew what
time to turn up on the canal towpath! Sadly, in due course his cargo was
transferred to road transport leaving Charlie to find whatever he could to carry
on the canals. Eventually, in 1974, Charlie, by then working for the Anderton
Canal Carrying Company, carried his last consignment on ‘Mendip’ (concrete
piles to reinforce canal banks at Calf Heath, Birmingham).

In the years that followed, Charlie became something of a celebrity and he
was asked to do a number of television and radio interviews. There was even
a song composed “Hey, hey, the children say Chocolate Charlie’s coming our
way — Bringing packets of chocolate chips — Bringing them down on the old
Mendip...” (Bill Malkin, singer-songwriter).

Working life for both Charlie and ‘Mendip’ over, the boat was permanently
moored at Preston Brook and later, there was some talk of his moving to
Ellesmere Port as a floating caretaker. Sadly however, his health deteriorated
and he moved on doctor's orders to live with his son in Birmingham.
Meanwhile, the boat remained at Preston Brook awaiting his return but it was
not to be. Charlie died at the age of 78 in June 1981.

As for ‘Mendip’, British Waterways handed ownership over to the National
Waterways Museum at Ellesmere Port in 1993 where she remains to this day.

'‘Men

(Photo: supplied by National Waterways
Archive, Canal & River Trust).

Can a reader identify the exact location?

Jan Johnstone
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Canals News

Canal & River Trust News

Funding boost to care for Montgomery Canal in Welshpool

C&RT have received a £250,000 grant from the Nature Networks Fund to
maintain a restored stretch of the Montgomery Canal near Welshpool. The
grant will help protect rare plant and animal species by removing areas of silt
and dense vegetation growing over the channel, improving water quality and
keeping navigation clear to also benefit the Heulwen Trust, a charity that offers
free trips along the canal for those who are less abled.

For more details, see tinyurl.com/2tmxs925 (C&RT).
2023/24 Annual Report & Accounts

C&RT has published its 2023/24 Annual Report & Accounts and reported that
it had been a year of record spend on charitable activity but climate change is
taking its toll on an ageing canal infrastructure. Also, the rising cost of looking
after the Trust’'s 2,000-mile canal network underscores the challenge posed by
steep Government funding cuts from 2027.

For more details, see tinyurl.com/4kn2e7x5 (C&RT).

Funding for Ellesmere Yard

Ellesmere Yard on the Llangollen Canal dates from 1806 and is currently a
C&RT working canal maintenance yard. An award of £409,933 from the
National Lottery Heritage Fund, alongside funding from Historic England and
Shropshire Council’'s Shared Prosperity Fund, will allow C&RT to develop
plans and a funding bid for investment in the historic buildings at the yard
which could see the site become a home for more independent crafts people
and a visitor destination alongside its current role.

For more details, see tinyurl.com/wukdhp7t (C&RT).

Winter repairs and conservation work

C&RT has published its programme of winter repairs and conservation work.
They will take place between November and March. Repair, heritage and
conservation tasks will be carried out at 159 sites across England and Wales.

For more details, see tinyurl.com/yhm6dyjx (C&RT).

Jan Johnstone
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Follow and Contact C&RT

wWww Home page canalrivertrust.org.uk

g

wWww Notices and stoppages | canalrivertrust.org.uk/notices
Telephone 0303 040 4040

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAANANAANAAAAAAN/
RICHARD POTTER LTD

Supplier of quality hardwoods, softwoods and sheet materials to many
narrowboat owners. We always have large stocks of veneered and
marine plywood together with extensive stocks of other sheets,
hardwoods, etc. We offer a full cutting to size and machining service
and a local delivery service.

Millstone Lane, Nantwich, Cheshire CW5 5PN
Telephone 01270 625791
Monday—Friday: 8:00am to 4:00pm
Saturday: 8:00am to 12:30pm
Sunday (stock & shop sales only):-
Summer Mar—Oct: 10:00am to 12:30pm
Winter Nov—Feb: Closed

Website address www.fortimber.co.uk

[

/'VVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVI

Email richardpotter@fortimber.co.uk N
/'VVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVNY
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Visiting The Danny

Talks. tours. tea & steam eruises for grou

The Daniel Adamson is a 1903 Steam Ship boasting a unique Art Deco interior
which was saved from being scrapped by a team of enthusiastic volunteers, who
bought the ship for £1 and then secured £3.8 Million from the Heritage Lottery Fund
to save the significant ship, which is 15th on the Register of National Historic Ships.

Talks to groups of 15-20 in the Art Deco Saloon

Talks and Tours of the boat when static start at £5 per person.
Talks to Societies

A 45-minute presentation on your
premises sharing images of the
¢ Danny and Manchester Ship Canal
right back to its building. We also
9 share an insight into the
Restoration of the Danny and the
work of the Volunteers.

Cruising Grou

On cruises, groups of up to 80 can
be accommodated. The vessel is
also available for Private Hire.

To make an enquiry for more details, email
enquiries@danieladamson.co.uk or go to

thedanny.co.uk.

To book a talk at your venue, please contact
sheila.leonard@danieladamson.co.uk.

X@danniw

ﬁ@danniw
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Can You Help?

Can You Help? —

The Society has recently scanned almost all copies of Cuttings going back to
Issue 1 and placed them in its Digital Archive.

A small number of problems have been identified whilst scanning. The
Society’s copies of the Summer 1967 issue (unnumbered) and the Autumn
1968 issue (unnumbered) are missing some pages. Also, the Society’s copy of
the May/June 2001 edition (issue 179) is of poor quality. And lastly, issue 109
(approximately August 1989) can’t be found (but it may never have existed).
Have you got any of these .issues? |If so, please email
cuttingseditorial@shropsireunion.org.uk or call the Cuttings editorial team on
07920 708255.

If any member wishes to view any back copies of Cuttings, please use the
same contact details.

Richard Feeney

| EVERYTHING YOU NEED IN ONE LOCATION

- Welding - Blacking
- Fabrication - Full Re-Paints
- Engine Services - Workshop Hire
- Grit Blasting - Over Plating

BOOK IN TODAY WITH OUR EXPERT TEAM

A 01270 525040

AQUEDUCT  www.aqueductmarina.co.uk
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Bits and Pieces

Bits and Pieces
Advertising

Our advertising rates are:
e Half page: £75 for one year (four issues)
e Full page: £115 for one year (four issues)

There is a 10% discount for advertisers who are also Commercial Members.
Adverts can start in any issue and will be invoiced annually.

To find out more, please contact Richard Feeney on 07920 708255 or email
cuttingseditorial@shropshireunion.org.uk.

Please tell our advertisers that you saw their advert in Cuttings magazine.

Articles & Contacting Cuttings

We are always pleased to receive contributions for Cuttings. Text, photos etc.
can be submitted by post or by email. If you are ‘no good at the words’, simply
send us the basis of your idea with all the relevant details and we will gladly
put an article together for you. Please note that the editorial team reserves the
right to edit or exclude any material submitted for publication.

Cuttings postboxes:

e Post: Cuttings, 42 Foyle Road, Blackheath, London, SE3 7RH

e Tel.: 07920 708255

e Email: cuttingseditorial@shropshireunion.org.uk

Copy Deadlines

Cuttings is published four times per year, in June, September, December and
March. Copy deadlines are 1st May, 1st August, 1st November and 1st
February. Copy cannot be accepted after these dates.

Disclaimer

The views expressed in Cuttings are not necessarily those of the Shropshire
Union Canal Society. We make every effort to ensure all dates and details are
correct as at time of going to press but please check before travelling to any
advertised event as changes may have been subsequently made.

Editorial Team
Sue Ball, David Carter, Steve Clews, Richard Feeney, Jan Johnstone.
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Membership Application/Renewal

Shropshire Union Canal Society — Membership Application/Renewal

Application: Renewal:

Complete the below __ No need to complete the below
form or you can apply i form. Simply set up a standing
for membership online order or make a bank transfer as
at per the below, post a cheque to
shropshireunion.org.uk rrdemkz  the address specified below or
/membership pay your subs* online at
shropshireunion.org.uk/subs

PLEASE USE BLOCK CAPITALS

I/we hereby apply for membership of the Society and agree to abide by the rules of
the Society. l/we consent to the personal data contained in this application being
retained by the Society for the purposes of membership.

Title and name(s)

Address
Postcode
Telephone Email
Please tick and complete one of the following options:
O l/we enclose subs of £ * and a donation (optional) of £

O l/we have set up a standing order or made a bank transfer:
O Please send me/us a standing order form.
Please tick here to receive Cuttings magazine by email rather than by post O

Signed Date

If one of the applicants is a UK taxpayer, by completing the below declaration, the
Society will be able to claim tax relief on your donations (including subs):

The Shropshire Union Canal Society (Registered Charity No. 245875).

I want to Gift Aid all donations that | have made in the past 4 years and all
future donations to the above charity. Donations include my membership subs.

| am a UK taxpayer and understand that if | pay less Income Tax and/or Capital
Gains Tax than the amount of Gift Aid claimed on all my donations in that tax
year, it is my responsibility to pay any difference.

Signed Date
*Subs: Single, Joint, Family: £15/year; Life: £300.

Bank transfers and standing orders: pay Shropshire Union Canal Society Limited
business bank account at NatWest: Sort Code 55-50-05; Account Number
01630962; reference — your membership number or name and postcode. Standing
order payments — first immediately and then on July 1 each year thereafter.

Cheques: make payable to Shropshire Union Canal Society Limited.

Completed forms and cheques: post to Membership Secretary, 42 Foyle Road,
London, SE3 7RH or email a photo or scan to memsec@shropshireunion.org.uk.
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ABC LEISURE GROUP LTD

FOR ALL OF YOUR BOATING NEEDS

WE ARE BASED AT e Boating Holidays

® Day Boat Hire
14 MARINAS e Holiday Cottages

AROUND THE UK e Caravan Parks

AND OFFER THE e Chandlery
FOLLOWING ® Boat Maintenance & Repairs
SERVICES ® Marina Services
Boat Sales
Boat Management
Moorings
Boat Building

FIND OUT MORE

Go to our website for full
details of our services across
all areas of our business.

® www.everythingcanalboats.com
® Call us: 0330 333 0595


https://www.everythingcanalboats.com/

